CLARET HALL CLOSED
December 24 through January 1.
Please plan ahead if you
need to conduct any business
at the village office.
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Proposed Changes to
Architectural Guidelines
Promote Environmentally
Conscious Landscapes
The River Hill Architectural Committee (RHAC) has been
engaged in the process of drafting potential new Architectural Guidelines to coincide with the October 1, 2021, effective date of Maryland House Bill 322 and House Bill 248.
Combined, these two laws require Maryland Homeowners’
Associations to encourage low-impact landscaping and
codifies your right as a homeowner to be plant-friendly and
environmentally conscious. Creating a community with resilient green spaces and thriving native plants will support
the ecosystems in the Middle Patuxent Area of the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. A synopsis of the proposed changes
is as follows:
GUIDELINE No. 11 Backyard Enclosed Compost Bins –
This section will be expanded to provide details as to the
location of a backyard enclosed compost bin (compost bin),
the allowable dimensions, and materials not permitted to
be composted.
GUIDELINE No. 20a Gardens: Flower and/or Vegetable – The RHAC has included text to encourage the use of
environmentally responsible landscaping techniques and
native plants to promote soil retention.
GUIDELINE No. 20b Gardens: Rock – RHAC is promot-

Continued on Page 8

These businesses support the Village of
River Hill through their advertising.
Columbia Family Eye Care
Common Kitchen
Hilltop Early Learning Center
Harold Howard’s Painting Service
KIMCO Realty
Shun Lu, KW Realty Center
StemTree of Columbia

Mr. Handyman
Northrop Realty
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
Eileen Robbins/Long & Foster
Vanguard Orthodontics
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.
Harry Witzke Funeral Home

The annual Veterans Tree Lighting in front of Kendall
Hardware is a time-honored tradition. Clockwise from top left:
Veterans Tree Founder Ann Parlette; Atholton High School
JROTC; SFC Gordiano, Ellicott City VFW; Chaplain Clark
leads the ceremony.

Committee Seeks Volunteers
Do you have a background in architecture or landscaping? Are you someone who is genuinely invested and interested in keeping the Village of River Hill an attractive
community? The Architectural Committee (AC) needs you!
There are currently multiple vacancies on this committee
that need to be filled before the spring rush of residents’
Exterior Alteration Applications arrives. Intrigued? Read
on to find out exactly what the AC does.
The River Hill Village Covenants establish the River Hill
Architectural Committee (RHAC). It is the responsibility of

Continued on Page 9
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Shun Lu, Ph.D, Realtor

ShunLuTeam

OF KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY CENTRE

410-440-7738 (c)
ShunLu@ShunLuTeam.com

www.ShunLuTeam.com

Thinking of buying a new home? Need
an expert opinion and hands-on-help?
Let me help you enjoy the process.

Unparalleled Quality — Every Listing Sold Fast & For Top Dollar
ON!
COMING SO
6406 Shannon Ct, Clarksville
Gorgeous Colonial in Sought after Clarks Glen.
Cul de sac location, backing to park land.
Bright and spacious with lots of windows,
two story family room, main level study,
walkout lower level. Extensively updated:
fresh paint, upgraded bathrooms, 5th bed and
3rd full bath in lower level, maintenance free
deck for private views. Move in ready!

RIVER HILL,

IN 5 DAYS!
UNDER CONTRACT

$985,000

$801,000 (Above Full Price!)
3985 Gray Rock Drive, Ellicott City

7120 Morning Light Trail in River Hill

YS!
SOLD IN 6 DA

Y!
SOLD IN 1 DA

6008 Moonsails Lane, Clarksville

EK!
SOLD IN 1 WE

$1,105,000 (Above Full Price!)

6053 Red Clover Lane in River Hill

SOLD!

$725,000

AYS!
SOLD IN 12 D

$1,000,000 (Above Full Price!)

$875,000

5125 Sheppard Lane, Ellicott City

6412 Shannon Ct., Clarksville

YS!
SOLD IN 5 DA

$1.22 M (Above Full Price!)

5520 Smallwood Court, Clarksville

YS!
SOLD IN 5 DA

$715,000 $25k Above Full Price!
6020 Pure Sky Place, River Hill

SOLD!

1 ACRE ESTATE $1.2M

4273 Buckskin Wood Dr., Ellicott City

Why List Your Home with Shun Lu?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A pro-active selling approach.
Attention to details throughout the entire selling process.
Thorough market analysis & careful planning for a highly effective strategy.
Professional home staging at no extra cost to you.
Professional photography & color brochures.
Bilingual online & print advertising including social media campaigns.
Wider networks for real and qualified buyers.
EVERY listing sold fast and for top dollar!
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Call TODAY at
(410) 440-7738 for a
FREE home evaluation!
 Shun Lu, Ph.D. REALTOR®

River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 410-531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Via phone, or in person by appointment only.
Monday-Thursday, by appt. 9 a.m.–5 p.m.

Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.
Village Manager:
Renée DuBois, manager@villageofriverhill.org
Covenant Advisor:
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org
Facility Coordinator:
Eudene Rossi, facilities@villageofriverhill.org
Communications Coordinator:
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Events Coordinator:
Lesley Ahmuty, events@villageofriverhill.org
Administrative Assistant:
riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

RIVER HILL BOARD
Matthew Levine, Chair . . .  MLevineRHCA@villageofriverhill.org
April Battle, Vice Chair . . . .  ABattleRHCA@villageofriverhill.org
Kevin Bruening. . . . . . . . . . . . . KBruening@villageofriverhill.org
Harjeet Jandu. . . . . . . . . .  HJanduRHCA@villageofriverhill.org
Janet Munro . . . . . . . . . . . . JMunroRHCA@villageofriverhill.org
Jian Ni . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  JNiRHCA@villageofriverhill.org
Adam White. . . . . . . . . . . . .  AWhiteRHCA@villageofriverhill.org

Board Highlights
November 1, 2021
• The Board of Directors voted by unanimous consent to
request that Howard County spend its American Rescue
plan funds on Clarksville Elementary School and Oakland Mills High School repairs and maintenance.
• Ms. Janet Munro, Chair of the Election Procedure Committee, stated that the Committee’s Report will be presented to the Board of Directors at its December 6
meeting.
• The Board of Directors reviewed and recommended that
the River Hill Architectural Committee commence a sixty-day public comment period of the proposed Architectural Guideline changes to coincide with new Maryland
State Low-Impact Landscaping and Composting Codes.
• Mr. Eric Greenberg announced the Columbia Association (CA) Budget process has begun and public comment is welcomed by the CA Board of Directors.

Board Meeting Schedule
All meetings will be held in a hybrid format
at Claret Hall and via Zoom until further notice. Agendas are posted online at www.villageofriverhill.org on the Friday prior to the meeting.
Residents are encouraged to attend Resident
Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you
have written material you would like the Board
to review, please email it to manager@villageofriverhill.org by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved minutes are available for
review online. For additional information, please
call or email the village office. (Contact info at
left.)
NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: December 6 and
January 10 at 7 p.m. Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board Meeting Agendas
& Minutes.

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Eric Greenberg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eric.Greenberg@ca-board.org

THE VILLAGER

Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com
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Council Corner

A Better Financial Approach to Pools
It’s the season again to celebrate the holidays, swap
pumpkin spice for peppermint, and of course, discuss outdoor pools. No, global warming has not allowed for the outdoor pools to be opened year-round just yet. However, the
current budget scenarios could have some significant impact to the outdoor pools as well as to many of the other
Columbia Association facilities and programs.
One idea presented in the budget scenarios is to have
access to all of the outdoor pools included as part of the
annual charge. Swimming is an important life skill, and
the outdoor pools provide spaces to socialize and bring the
community together, which is why I support increasing access to them. Furthermore, given the cost of the annual
charge, I believe that the outdoor pools should be included,
or at the very least, deeply discounted as is the case with
many other nearby associations that offer pools.
The current budget materials estimate that including
pool access to residents would require an additional $1.4
million annual charge subsidy. However, to compensate for
this, there is a recommended 6 cent increase to the annual
charge rate, which would raise an additional $4.1 million.
Where would the other $2.7M go then? It would essentially compensate the other sports and recreational facilities
for potentially large revenue reductions in CA’s Play and
Fit and Play memberships. I find it unacceptable to shift
even more of the burden of subsidizing the sports and rec-

reational facilities onto the annual charge payers. This is
especially a concern now as the current real estate market
could result in higher appraisals and therefore higher annual charge fees even before a potential 6 cent rate hike
takes effect.
Outdoor pools are one of the most popular amenities
that the Columbia Association offers. However, the high
costs of the Play membership, which also includes other facilities such as the ice-skating rink and tennis courts, are
often cited by residents as being too expensive.
One potential solution that I proposed to the board is to
offer a Pools Only membership to residents. This membership option should be priced to be significantly less than
the current Play membership, but still priced to avoid a
large increase in the annual charge rate that the proposed
free pools concept requires. I believe that a resident Pools
Only membership would therefore enable more residents to
enjoy Columbia Association’s outdoor pools while doing so
in a fiscally responsible manner.
Eric Greenberg, River Hill Representative to
Columbia Council and the CA Board of Directors.
Email: Eric.Greenberg@ca-board.org.
Disclaimer: This column reflects the views of Eric Greenberg only and not those of the CA Board or the River Hill
Board of Directors.

Harold Howard’s Painting Service
Bonded and Insured

Painting, Drywall, Remodeling,
Floors, Wallpaper, and Carpentry
Over 30 Years in Business
MHIC
#47783

410-218-6261
www.haroldhowards.com
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Howard County Zoning Board
Approval of Erickson at
Limestone Valley
The Howard County Zoning Board, at their hearing on
November 10, voted 4-1 to approve the Erickson Senior
Living application (ZB 118M) for a continuing care retirement community in Clarksville. Additional information
related to the project is available at https://ericksonatlimestone.com.

Consider Adopting a Hydrant
In an emergency, every second counts. Fire hydrants
that are blocked, concealed, or difficult to access due to
snow, ice or other obstructions can impede emergency fire
response.
Fire engines carry a limited amount of water, so one of
the first tasks upon arriving at a fire is to locate a water
supply from the nearest hydrant. Hydrants covered in
snow can be difficult to locate and uncovering them can
waste valuable time needed during the fire fight. Keeping
them clear can mean easier access to water and more time
doing what really matters – fighting fire.
In the event of winter weather, residents are encouraged
to clear a three-foot area around the hydrant and ensure
there is a path to the roadway, so the hydrant is visible and
easily accessible. Exercise caution when clearing around
the hydrant. Be cautious of vehicle traffic nearby. Do not
stand in the street and be careful not to slip and fall out
into the roadway.
To participate in the Adopt-A-Hydrant program, fill out
and submit the application at www.howardcountymd.gov/
fire-and-rescue-services/adopt-hydrant. After registering,
a crew from the participant’s closest fire station will deliver
an “adoption certificate” identifying their hydrant.
Please note that fire hydrants are the property of the
Howard County Bureau of Utilities — so do not paint, personalize or change the appearance of the fire hydrant.
Participants are encouraged to take pictures with their
adopted hydrant and share them to Facebook or Twitter
using the hashtag #MyHoCoHydrant. You can also tag the
Fire and Rescue Department at @HCDFRS on Twitter and
Howard County Department of Fire and Rescue Services
on Facebook.

Plan Ahead to Eliminate Food
Waste this Holiday Season
When preparing holiday dinners this year, take a few
simple steps to reduce the amount of wasted food. Not only
does food waste cost you money, wasted food in the landfill
is a major cause of climate-warming greenhouse gas production. Here are a few simple things you can do over the
holidays to cut food waste:
1. Plan your holiday meals, and don’t purchase more
food than you will need. If you want to make a lot of
different side dishes, consider halving the recipes to
reduce leftovers.

2. Beware of impulse purchases when you buy groceries for the holidays. Will you really use that large
bag of nuts that’s on sale?
3. If you have leftovers, be sure to refrigerate or freeze
them promptly so that you can enjoy them in future
meals.
4. Freeze vegetable and meat scraps to make soup or
broth.
5. If food is left on people’s plates, consider saving
extra bits of meat for the dog, then compost the rest,
put it in your Green Bin or grind it in the garbage
disposal if you have one.
Brought to you by the CA Climate Change & Sustainability Advisory Committee.

Purple Streetlights Aren’t a
New Fad
Have you noticed any streetlights in the neighborhood
shining a little purple lately? If yes, BGE is looking for your
help to identify these lights. A manufacturer defect in the
LED light bulbs used by utility companies across the nation, including BGE, is causing streetlights containing the
bulb to gradually turn purple or blue. If you notice a streetlight producing a purple glow, please report it to BGE at
https://bge.streetlightoutages.com.

Too Many Takeout Containers!
Ordering takeout from local restaurants and food establishments is a great way to support businesses during this
difficult time. If you’re drowning in plastic takeout containers, though, it’s time to closely consider what to do with all
that packaging.
Whether it’s plastic clamshells, cardboard boxes, or
rigid plastics, there is help for you to navigate the best disposal options for the many types of carryout containers
that can accumulate quickly if you’re not a fan of cooking
at home. Although some types of carryout containers can
be recycled, some are not accepted. For a complete guide
to use as a reference, visit https://bit.ly/recycleortrash.

Oh, What Fun it is to Skate…
The Color Burst Ice Rink at Merriweather District is
back for the 2021–2022 season! There will be plenty of celebrations and themed events throughout the season, as
well as music and pop-up food and beverage. Skate up an
appetite? Head over to one of the nearby restaurants to satisfy any craving.
It is highly recommended that you reserve your spot in
advance by purchasing a ticket(s) online. All visitors will
receive a confirmation email with a safety waiver and a receipt. Entry is not guaranteed to those who walk up to purchase tickets.
Walk-up tickets may be purchased by scanning a QR
code at the rink. Please note, if the present time is fully
booked, walk-up guests will be shown other available times
to skate.
For more information, visit https://merriweatherdistrict.com.
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Winter Water Challenge
Columbia Association wants you to get back to swimming with a fun and motivational program that runs December 1, 2021 – February 28, 2022. The Winter Water
Challenge encourages you to get active in the water this
winter. Each time you visit and take a class, swim laps, or
work out, log your progress and earn minutes toward great
prizes! Free to all members ages 13 and older. Minutes only
count when done at Columbia Swim Center. Visit the front
desk at Columbia Swim Center to get started or call 410730-7000.

Sustainable Shopping - Give
More, Waste Less
The holiday season leads to the purchase of a lot of
stuff. Materials and energy are used to produce this stuff,
emissions are used to transfer this stuff, that, in the end,
many people don’t know what to do with. Here are some
solutions to help guide your holiday shopping:
• Go Clutterless: Buy experiences, classes, memberships,
or consumable goods such as chocolates, that don’t sit
in the home unused for years. Or give the gift of time by
offering a service such as babysitting, cleaning, or running an errand.
• Thrift, Re-gift, Re-use: Sometimes there is a tangible
product we want to give. In this case, consider reducing

the environmental impact by re-gifting or buying second-hand. Did you know? It takes 700 gallons of water
to make a single cotton shirt!
• Buy Local: Not only does this reduce emissions from the
transportation of goods but almost 70% of money spent
locally remains in the local economy, which can then be
used to better support programs that improve our community and the environment.
This information was supplied by the Howard County Office of Community Sustainability.

See Something, Say Something
Resident safety is important, and this time of the year
presents many opportunities for thieves. Here are a few
tips from the Howard County Police Department to keep
in mind as you are doing your holiday shopping and extra
precautions you can take to avoid package theft during the
holiday season:
• Order from reputable/secure websites.
• Track your packages and try to be home when they
are scheduled to arrive.
• If you won’t be home, use an alternative delivery option like Amazon lockers.
• If you are home, bring packages in right after delivery.
Look out for your neighbors and report suspicious vehicles and/or activity on your street. If you see a theft in
progress, dial 911 immediately. If you’re not sure, it’s always better to make the call and have police check it out.

Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Subway
410-531-7982

Fulton Bank
410-531-7000

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Giant Food
410-531-7831

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052

Nouvel Nail Spa
443-535-8866

River Hill Sports
Grille
410-531-7900

Tower Federal
Credit Union
301-497-7000

River Hill Wine
and Spirits
410-531-7860

The UPS Store
410-531-9861
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Visit our new website
riverhill.shopkimco.com

School News
2021-2022 Academic
Calendar Updates

Classes in River Hill

The Howard County Board of Education has approved a
modification to the 2021-2022 academic calendar creating
several 3-hour early dismissal days during the remainder
of the school year. The early dismissals will provide staff
additional hours to complete professional tasks (i.e., grading, planning, preparing materials of instruction), tend to
their personal well-being, and better balance the many demands that have been placed upon them during the pandemic.
School will close three hours early for students on the
following days:
• Wednesday, Dec. 15, 2021
• Wednesday, Jan. 19, 2022 (previously scheduled to be
a 3-hour early dismissal for high school students only)
• Wednesday, Feb. 16, 2022
• Wednesday, March 16, 2022
• Wednesday, April 27, 2022
• Wednesday, May 18, 2022
There will be no half-day prekindergarten/RECC on
these days. The updated academic calendar is available online at www.hcpss.org.

Music Together with Sonia (Claret Hall)

Virtual Community Academy:
Social Emotional Well-Being
Social and emotional health is a critical component of a
student’s success. Participants in this virtual community
academy sponsored by HCPSS and The Council of Elders
on Saturday, December 11 from 9-10:30 a.m. will learn
how to identify behaviors that affect a child’s social emotional well-being and strategies to openly discuss suicide
prevention and mental health awareness. The program will
be led by representatives from HCPSS Central Office and
other partner organizations. This session is open to parents/guardians of students at all levels and is free to attend. Register online at www.hcpss.org. After registering,
participants will receive an email with a link to the session.

Stay Connected
The River Hill Community Association
keeps you informed via:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Virtual Board & RAC Meetings
Regular e-blasts with community updates
Our website: www.villageofriverhill.org
Facebook: River Hill Community Association/Claret Hall
Twitter: @RHCAClarksville
Email List: To sign up, text CLARETHALL to 22828

M Starts 1/10/22
Th Starts 1/13/22

9:30 & 10:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Free indoor Demo classes on December 7 and 14 at 9:30
a.m. in Laytonsville. Email Ms. Sonia for more details.
Masks required. Space is limited!
Email director@musictogetherwithsonia.com or call 908240-9038 for more information and to register.

Zumba (Claret Hall)
W ongoing
		

9:30-10:30 a.m. &
6:00-7:00 p.m.

Call 410-245-5900 or email msmarialk@gmail.com to register.

Teen Talk
Are Eyes Tools or Mirrors?
By Arthur Wang and Eric Key
There is a saying that goes something along the lines
of “a person is just a reflection of everything that has happened around them.” As human beings, we are born to
learn, and learn, in order to grow. Learning instills a piece
of identity within everybody based on how we interpret
ideas, which is why everyone is unique. Thus, by learning,
bits and pieces are gathered to make up your identity.
Now how do your eyes play a role in the learning process? The eyes play a pivotal role in learning because they
are used every day, and as long as you are awake, you are
learning more and more with each second the eyes are
open. They are the tools for which education can be absorbed into yourself. The bits of knowledge are then processed through your own thoughts and experiences and
shaped into your own. This is how your identity is truly
formed - from fragments that your eyes have observed.
The eyes are a powerful tool for learning, understanding, sustaining, and building. They can be seen as the
notebook and pencil you use to take notes in class. They
are instruments for creation, and in this sense, are less
mirrors, but more so tools that help create our identities.
Through everyday life, our eyes are used to learn more
knowledge. This allows us to be our own true selves.
Thus, as the digital age slowly dawns upon us, we must
remember to value our eyes and eyesight. They are a vital
source of information and a deciding factor on who each of
us are as a person.
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Architectural News
APPLICATION SUBMISSION DEADLINES
Submit Application By

Virtual Meeting Date

December 3, 2021

December 15, 2021

January 7, 2022

January 19, 2022

January 21, 2022

February 2, 2022

February 4, 2022

February 16, 2022

February 18, 2022

March 2, 2022

March 4, 2022

March 16, 2022

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

Fridays by 12 Noon

CHANGES TO ARCHITECTURAL PROCEDURES
During the pandemic, the way a resident can file various
applications has changed for the safety of everyone involved.
Please refer to the home page of our website under the
Current Operating Procedures for Covenants at
www.villageofriverhill.org.
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Guideline Changes, from page 1
ing the creation of pollinator gardens as a haven for butterflies and other beneficial insects using a variety of rocks,
stones, and boulders. Homeowners may include water features such as a bird bath or fountain in their application.
GUIDELINE No. 29 Lawn Ornamentation – The RHAC
will consider applications for decorative objects such as
sculptures and fountains to compliment homeowners’ gardens.
GUIDELINE No. 30a and 30b Low Impact Landscaping
and Ground Cover – RHAC is urging the use of low impact
landscaping as it is environmentally friendly and provides
for protection of the topsoil from erosion and drought. The
university of Maryland Extension Service has defined noninvasive ground cover as noninvasive plantings that grow
to a maximum height of six inches.
GUIDELINE No. 41 Rain Barrels – RHAC recognizes
that the use of rain barrels reduces the amount of water
that flows from a property, reduces erosion, and conserves
water. An application for rain barrels that do not exceed a
sixty-five-gallon capacity limit and match the siding or trim
of the house will be considered by the committee.
The complete text of the proposed changes is located on
pages 10-11. Read them carefully. The River Hill Architectural Committee (RHAC) is encouraging public comments
through email at manager@villageofriverhill.org through

Architectural News
February 15, 2022. Public RHAC hearings will be scheduled for additional input by residents via ZOOM. An email
blast will alert residents to the dates and times, including
directions to obtain a ZOOM link. If you are not already
subscribed to our email distribution list, be sure to sign up
by texting CLARETHALL to 22828. If you prefer, you may
request to be added to the list manually. Simply send an
email to newsletter@villageofriverhill.org letting us know
that you’d like to be subscribed to the distribution list.

New to the
Neighborhood? We’re
Glad You’re Here!
Please make an
appointment to stop by Claret
Hall for a Welcome Packet and
small gift. Whether you have lived in Columbia or are new
to the area, there’s lots to get acquainted with. (Welcome
Packets and gifts are for River Hill CPRA-assessed properties
only.)
Call 410-531-1749 to make an appointment or visit
www.villageofriverhill.org for more information.

Volunteers Needed, from page 1
this Committee to enforce the architectural and maintenance covenants. As such, the Committee establishes the
rules and regulations pertaining to the use and exterior of
all residential property in the village. The RHAC has the
ability to perform such duties as prescribed and permitted
under the Covenants, is responsible for hearing all resident appeals, and is the final decision-making authority on
all exterior alteration and in-home business applications.
The Committee is composed of a minimum of three (3) individuals that are appointed by the Association’s Board of
Directors. The RHAC meets on an as needed basis. The Association’s Covenant Advisor supports the RHAC.
If becoming a volunteer for the RHAC sounds appealing
to you, please send a letter of interest to manager@villageofriverhill.org by January 7.

Looking for the most recent
Architectural Committee
decisions?
A list of the November and
December AC decisions will appear in
the January issue and on our website.
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Proposed Changes to Architectural Guidelines
GUIDELINE No. 11
BACKYARD ENCLOSED COMPOST BINS
A backyard enclosed compost bin (compost bin) is a
contained, properly maintained area for decomposition of
plant and other organic material. An Exterior Alteration
Application shall be required for consideration by RHAC.
An examination of applications will be based on the following criteria:
• Diagramed site (plot) plan showing the placement location of the compost bin or tumbler behind rear sight
lines of the house and at least ten feet from the property lines.
• Drawing showing the exact dimensions and style of the
compost bin or tumbler; not to exceed four feet in height
and four feet wide, and not larger than ten cubic feet.
• Materials not permitted for backyard composting to
minimize odors and attracting scavengers are meat, fish,
dairy, grease/oils, pet feces, diseased plants, and ash
from charcoal.
• Description of materials to be used to construct the compost bin and the type and location of materials to be
used for the screening. See GUIDELINE No. 47-Screening.
GUIDELINE No. 13b Decks-Stonehaven Townhouses
Only Change-Approval Section:
1. Deck is constructed with a 1.5 foot to 2 feet setback
from the side property lines.
GUIDELINE N0. 14 Doors and Garage Doors
Delete the sections “Approval” and “Note” in their entirety.
GUIDELINE No. 20a Gardens: Flower and/or Vegetable
Gardens that exceed 225 square feet, side yard vegetable gardens, extensive foundation planting, or when significant garden changes are planned require an Exterior
Alteration Application for consideration by RHAC.
An examination of applications will be based on the following criteria:
• Diagrammed site (plot) plan showing the location and dimensions of the garden is required.
• Any fencing on the plan, including the dimensions and
materials, if applicable.
• Planting materials to be used for screening, if applicable.
• Description of the type of temporary wire to be used to
keep small animals out of garden areas, if applicable.
Temporary wire fencing of welded mesh may be used to
keep out small animals. Total height of the fencing, including support, shall not exceed 36” and must be removed at the end of the planting season.
• A description of plants or vegetables to be grown, including its height at maturity. Utilization of low-impact, environmentally-responsible landscaping techniques and
use of Maryland native plants is preferred.
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• A description of plant growth medium material.
• Gardens that are placed on a grade may not add or contribute to soil erosion or property damage.
GUIDELINE No. 20b Gardens: Rock
A rock garden, also known as a rockery or an alpine garden, is a small field or plot of ground with or without water
features designed to emphasize a variety of rocks, stones,
and boulders. A rock garden should be planned using a variety of native plants to create a haven for butterflies and
other beneficial insects. An Exterior Alteration Application
is required for all rock gardens for consideration by the
RHAC.
An examination of applications will be based on the following criteria:
• Diagramed site (plot) plan showing the exact location
and specific dimensions of the garden is required.
• A design plan or diagram with placement of all rock
and/or plant material.
• A description of the type, size, color, and amount of rock
material to be used.
• If applicable, a description of planting materials to be
used including height at maturity.
• If applicable, a description of water feature (including
bird baths) size, dimensions, and materials to be used,
including any grade change information.
• Determination that the garden is not placed on a grade
that may lead to soil erosion or property damage.
GUIDELINE No. 23 Gutters and Downspouts
Gutters and downspouts provide a water management
system when designed appropriately, avoids exterior damage to the structure, soil erosion, and may not exacerbate
stormwater runoff into neighbors’ dwellings. Drainage,
overflow, and stormwater runoff shall not be discharged
directly onto neighboring properties. Replacement of existing gutters and downspouts, provided there are no color or
material changes, does not require an Exterior Alteration
Application. All other changes to a home’s existing gutter
and downspouts require an Exterior Alteration Application
for consideration by the RHAC.
• A diagramed site (plot) plan showing the location of the
gutters and downspouts.
• Description of the house color and trim, and a paint
sample showing the proposed color blends with the current colors of the dwelling.
• Description of material change, if applicable.
GUIDELINE No. 29 Lawn Ornamentation
• Lawn ornaments are decorative objects placed on the lot
and include, but are not limited to, sculpture, statuary,
fountains, birdbaths, and trellises. An Exterior Alteration Application shall be required for lawn ornamentation for consideration by the RHAC.
• A diagramed (plot) plan showing the location of the lawn
ornamentation.

• A complete description of the lawn ornamentation including dimensions, material, and color. A manufacturer’s drawing or photograph must be submitted.
• Details of proposed screening, if applicable. See GUIDELINE No. 47-Screening.

mitted.
• Ability to adhere to the Maintenance Guideline No. 31, to
include weeding, pruning, cutting back and or replacement of plantings as seasonally appropriate.
• Identification of any existing landscaping.

GUIDELINE No. 30a Low Impact Landscaping

GUIDELINE NO. 30b Ground Cover

Low impact landscaping is resource-conserving and environmentally-friendly landscape design and maintenance
practices; including Pollinator, Rain Gardens (see Guideline No. 20), Xeriscape, and Ground Cover (see Guideline
No. 30b). An Exterior Alteration Application shall be required for low impact landscaping for consideration by the
RHAC.
• A diagramed site (plot) plan outlining the proposed garden/landscaping area.
• Submission of a landscape design plan to include Low
Impact Landscape type, listing of Maryland native plants
to be utilized, including the placement and number. A
description of other materials to be used, including but
not limited to hardscape.
• Irrigation plan, if applicable.
• Submission of photos of adjacent lots if the project will
be placed in the front yard.
• Identification of ground cover and methods used to prevent the spread of non-invasive ground cover. Invasive
plants and/or invasive Ground Cover as defined by the
University of Maryland Extension Service are not per-

Ground cover or groundcover is any plant that grows
over an area of ground. Ground cover provides protection
of the topsoil from erosion and drought. Ground cover shall
include only Maryland noninvasive ground cover as defined by the University of Maryland Extension Service that
grows no taller than 6” in height at all times. Use of ground
cover on a lot requires an Exterior Alteration Application
for consideration by the RHAC.
• A design plan must be submitted to include a maximum
of four types of plants to be used, growth and height at
maturity. Approved ground covers are Crested Iris (Iris
Cristata), Green and Gold (Chrysogonum Virginianum),
Partridgeberry (Mitchella Repens), and Creeping Phlox
or Sherwood Purple (Phlox Stolonifera).
• A description of materials and methods used to control
the growth of ground cover to include the use of a physical barrier of 6-8” in depth or deeper than the root system of the ground cover.
• A physical barrier must be installed at the property line.
GUIDELINE No. 41 Rain Barrels
Rain barrels, or rainwater storage containers, capture
rainwater and hold it for later use on lawns, gardens, and
indoor plants. Collecting rain runoff in rain barrels reduces the amount of water that flows from a property, reduces
erosion, and conserves water. An Exterior Alteration Application for consideration by the RHAC is required when
placing a rain barrel on your property.
• A diagramed (plot) plan showing the location of no more
than one rain barrel located at each downspout on your
property. Rain barrels shall be placed on a level surface
and secured so as not to topple.
• Rain barrels must not exceed a sixty-five gallon capacity limit and may be constructed of either vinyl material to match the siding or trim of the house or unstained
wood material.
• Rain barrels must be maintained at all times, and
should be free of standing water on or around anything
not used as part of the rain barrel system, must be conducted including the use of the collected water, mosquito screens (See GUIDELINE No. 47 Screening.) or dunks
(that kill mosquito larvae, but are harmless to birds,
wildlife, and pets) to prevent breeding, and have an annual inspection for cracks, leaks, or debris.
• A properly diagramed plan to properly divert the drainage/overflow/runoff from the rain barrel onto the neighboring properties, common areas, or open space.
GUIDELINE No. 43 Rental Properties,
Boarders, and Shared Living
Entire section to be deleted.
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Orthodontics for Adolescents, Children, and Adults
Offering the latest in orthodontic technology including
Invisalign, Invisalign Teen, and esthetic (clear) braces.
Free initial consultation,
evening hours available.

410-381-1077
Located in the
Clarksville Commons!
www.VanguardSmiles.com

Dr. Byron Bonebreak, Dr. David Bonebreak and Dr. Anna Muench

12 • The River Hill Villager • December 2021

AROUND TOWN
Winter Concert Performance by
Columbia Concert Band
Sat., Dec. 11, 3 p.m. at River Hill High School auditorium. If you and your family have been looking for a rewarding and entertaining live music experience, this is
it! The Columbia Concert Band is excited to present an
in-person Winter Concert. Selections include holiday-inspired themes such as “The Eighth Candle” and “Sparkling Lights” and others such as “A Longford Legend” and
“A Festive Overture.” Find the complete program online at
www.columbiabands.org/concert-band.html. All ages are
invited; all concertgoers must wear a mask while inside the
school. Band members are all fully vaccinated and will be
wearing face masks. Free! No tickets required.

“Coming Home” Holiday Concert
Sun., Dec. 12, 4 p.m. at St. Louis Church, 12500 Clarksville Pike, Clarksville. “Coming Home…to Christmas at St.
Louis” will be celebrated in a free community concert. St.
Louis and St. Francis Pastorate adult and children’s choirs
will join forces with the Orchestra of St. Louis and guest

artists to perform sacred and pops holiday favorites. Admission is free for the Series’ most popular family concert,
with best seating on a first come, first-served basis. Attendees are encouraged to bring non-perishable, shelf-stable
donations for the Howard County Community College Food
Bank. For more information or to make a free will contribution to the Series, visit www.stlconcertseries.org. Note:
Dec. 12 participants and audience will follow guidance and
mandates set forth by the Howard County Government, the
Archdiocese of Baltimore and St. Louis Parish for vaccinated and unvaccinated.

Family Holiday Celebration
Sat., Dec. 18, 9-11 a.m. at Columbia Gym, 6151 Daylong
Lane, Clarksville. Spend family time together and discover
the many holidays of the winter season. Enjoy multicultural holiday crafts, family traditions and stories among holiday decorations and seasonal tunes. Parents and their kids
will also enjoy a customized hot cocoa while sampling children’s favorite winter holiday snacks! Open to the public.
All ages welcome. For details on pricing and to pre-register,
call 410-531-0800 or visit www.columbiaassociation.org/
event/family-holiday-celebration.

Winter Break Planetarium

www.HilltopELC.com
Programs for 3yrs - Pre K
EXPLORE, LEARN, DISCOVER
Mon. thru Fri. 7 a.m. - 6 p.m.
12121 Linden Linthicum Lane, Clarksville MD 21029
Behind Linden Linthicum United Methodist Church

MSDE Accredited Program

CALL 443-535-8505

Thurs., Dec. 23, and/or Thurs., Dec. 30, 11-11:30 a.m.
at Robinson Nature Center, 6692 Cedar Lane, Columbia.
During the winter break, warm up with a movie in the
newly upgraded planetarium at the Robinson Nature Center. On 12/23, “One World, One Sky” will be shown and is
appropriate for ages 3+. On 12/30, “Zula Patrol – Under
the Weather” will be shown and is appropriate for ages 4+.
Call 410-313-0400 to reserve your tickets ($5 per ticket w/
general admission). No online registration available. Call
ahead of time as seats are limited.

Holiday Maker-Mart and
Juried Holiday Market
Fri., Dec. 3 – Sun., Dec. 12, times vary, at Howard County Arts Council, 8510 High Ridge Road, Ellicott City. Find
unique gifts for everyone on your holiday list – including
yourself – at the Howard County Arts Council’s annual Holiday Maker-Mart. Choose from a wide selection of handcrafted items by talented local artisans, including jewelry,
pottery, paintings, greeting cards, photography, fiber art,
and more. Shop local this holiday season and support the
artists in our community! Free admission. Call 410-3132787 or visit www.hocoarts.org/explore/learn-participate/
special-projects/holiday-maker-mart for schedule and details.
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CLASSIFIEDS

SNOW
SHOVELERS
AVAILABLE

Junk Hauling, Heavy Lifting, Odd Jobs

NAME		

ADDRESS

PHONE NO.

Sydney Ash

Autumn Wind Circle

678-780-9662

Drew Kassman

Evening Shadows Court

443-878-6246

Woodie Lynott

Early Lilacs Path

443-878-8036

Sam & Sean Smole

Autumn Wind Circle

410-290-1507

Dylan Wagner

River Run

410-340-5336

Tyler Windsor

Floating Clouds Path

410-935-2874

NAME

ADDRESS		 PHONE NO.

Sydney Ash **

Autumn Wind Circle

678-780-9662

Alyza Berson

Swift Current Way

443-812-5742

Mycah Berson

Swift Current Way

443-812-5791

Jennifer Bleakney

Waving Tree Court

410-531-5391

Paige Cohen **

Onward Trail

240-470-6158

Andersen Connor**

Victorious Song Lane

443-864-2207

Aja Cooke

Western Star Run

410-960-0414

Giuliana Del Buono

Distant Thunder Trail

410-707-3430

Jonathon DiPietro *

Leaves of Grass Court

410-531-1343

Charlotte Farris

Radiant Gleam Way

410-300-7060

Sydney Greenberg

Fairest Dream Lane

667-240-5665

Heather Grey

Floating Clouds Path

410-717-3457

Alma Hagstrom **

Morning Time Lane

667-786-2080

Trevor Hartman*

Hazel Thicket Drive

443-472-9471

Lina Hassan

Gentle Light Lane

667-231-5605

Lesleigh Hilliard

Rippling Water Walk

443-492-8221

Deepti Jackson

Laurel Leaves Lane

443-518-9006

Dani Krause **

Shining Stars Lane

443-812-4641

Erin Lovell *

River Run

301-467-9608

Maddie Lynott *

Early Lilacs Path

443-535-8956

Sydney Lynott

Early Lilacs Path

443-535-8956

Melina Mazzella *

White Pebble Path

410-531-7899

Addison Sharp

Whistling Winds Walk

443-355-9233

Katelyn Sharp

Whistling Winds Walk

443-933-0546

Samantha Smole **

Autumn Wind Circle

410-963-1051

Evan Spind

Empty Song Road

443-956-8172

* CPR/First Aid Trained

** CPR/First Aid Certified
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I can take items to the dump, move furniture or heavy
items in your home or office, and do other odd jobs. River
Hill graduate home from college mid-December through
mid-January. Call/Text Woodie 443-878-8036.

Tutor
Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder,
High Functioning Autism, Advocate; all ages (K-12); specializing in organizational skills, study skills, time management, reading/writing process, reading skills, all with
application to content material at any level. SAT/ACT
reading and English areas. Zoom availability. Background:
Special Education Coordinator for school-based programs.
HoCo resident. 301-922-6827; email InsightsEd@gmail.
com.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting
“Our Passion is Your Pets”
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation,
mid-day, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder &
gift. Contact: www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309;
jneckritz@comcast.net.
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Direct: 443.393.3206 | Office: 410.531.0321 | NorthropRealty.com

CLARKSVILLE $1,800,000
5545 And 5455 Broadwater Lane

WOODSTOCK $1,700,000
10901 Tompkins Way

ELLICOTT CITY $1,300,000
13208 Triadelphia Road

WEST FRIENDSHIP $860,000
13128 Fox Path Lane

BROOKEVILLE $809,000
305 Haviland Mill Road

MARRIOTTSVILLE $800,000
7309 Marriottsville Road

GLENWOOD $750,000
3221 Sharp

COLUMBIA $700,000
7104 Fountain Rock Way

ELLICOTT CITY $665,000
3990 View Top Road

LAUREL $565,000
10757 W Crestview Lane

LAUREL $500,000
9442 Old Scaggsville Road

CATONSVILLE $450,000
412 Harwood Road

MOUNT AIRY $430,000
6602 Jacks Court

SYKESVILLE $425,000
1502 Shadyhill Court

SYKESVILLE $400,000
6015 Oklahoma Road

COLUMBIA $375,000
5005 Southern Star Terrrace

BROOKEVILLE $365,000
2310 Rosebranch Court

CATONSVILLE $285,000
104 N Symington Avenue

COLUMBIA $240,000
10698 Green Mountain Circle #17-8

COLUMBIA $169,000
7553 Weather Worn Way #F

Visit northroprealty.com/listings to see more of our listings.
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