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Columbia Family Eye Care
Mike Friend/Home & Yard Services
Frank Giarratano, CPA
Kevin Gordon, State Farm 
Handyman from Heaven
Harold Howard Painting
Hilltop Child Care Center

Kimco Realty
Kumon North America
Shun Lu Re/Max 100
Molly Maid
Mr. Handyman
Northrop Team Real Estate
PCF Management 

PLEASE THANK OUR ADVERTISERS for supporting the Village of River Hill.

Personal Computerworks, Inc.
Eileen Robbins / Long & Foster
Vanguard Orthodontics
Worldwide Concrete
Westerlund / LeReve Real Estate 
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.
Harry Witzke Funeral Home

Claret Hall will be closed 
from December 24  
through Janurary 1. 

Teen Volunteers Make River Hill Great

The Teen Advisory Committee worked for many hours preparing all of the crafts, games and 
haunted house decor for Haunted Hallow’s Eve this past October. These highly dedicated students 
contribute to the success of many Association–sponsored events.

The holiday season, as we gather to-
gether with friends and family and 
prepare for the new year, provides an 

opportunity to reflect and consider what 
we are thankful for and express gratitude 
for the people who make a difference in 
our lives. In the Village of River Hill, we are 
fortunate to have many volunteers who 
are willing to devote their time and energy 
to strengthening our community. Wheth-
er it is running a stream clean-up and 
invasive plant pull or reviewing applica-
tions for installing a new deck or removing 
trees, the Association relies on volunteers 
to govern the organization, create relation-
ships, and build the traditions that bind 
us together. Over the next several months 
we will recognize and thank these hard-
working groups of volunteers.

Did you know that the Association has 
a very active, core group of teens who are 
essential to creating many of the tradi-
tions that the community has come enjoy? 
Each year the Board of Directors appoints 
up to two local teens to serve as Student 
Members. The Student Members regularly 
attend Board meetings and serve as a con-
sistent liaison for the youth of the commu-
nity. Yamini Ananth, a Junior at Atholton 
High School (AHS), and Cindy Tian, a Ju-
nior at River Hill High School (RHHS), 

are the current Student Members. As the 
Student Members they serve as chairper-
sons of the Association’s Teen Advisory 
Committee (TAC). This committee plans 
and implements a variety of events which 
provide additional opportunities for local 
teens to volunteer and connect with the 
community.  

The following students are serving on 
the 2017-2018 TAC: Ashley Chen (RHHS), 

Jeffrey Du (RHHS), Toby Eegholm (RHHS), 
Anna Feng (AHS), Catalina Lennon (AHS), 
Alena Shen (RHHS), Carol Wang (AHS), 
and Isabelle Zhan (RHHS). You may re-
call seeing many of these teens, and the 
teen volunteers they recruited, decorat-
ing floats and marching in the Associa-
tion’s Independence Day Parade, helping 
with the WatershedPalooza in September, 
staffing the crafts, games and haunted 
house at the Annual Haunted Hallow’s 
Eve event, and serving as elves at Break-
fast with Santa. Through these activities, 
the TAC members are learning organiza-
tional and leadership skills, serving as 
role models for the younger members of 
our community, and having a good time 
too!

We are so grateful to have these teens, 
who are very committed to serving others, 
active with the Association. In addition to 
bringing fulfillment to their own lives, they 
are bringing joy and assistance to many. 
Thank you!
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Board Highlights . . .

Board Meeting Schedule

All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River Hill Village 
Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior 
to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident 
Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you have written ma-
terial you would like the Board to review, please drop it by the 
village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved 
minutes are available for review at the village office and on the 
association’s website. For additional information, please contact 
the village office. (Contact info at left.)

NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: December 4 and January 8 at 
7 p.m. Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board 
Meeting Agendas & Minutes. 

Village Manager: 
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Covenant Advisor: 
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Facility Coordinator: 
Eudene Rossi, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Communications Coordinator: 
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Events Coordinator: 
Leslie McDermott, events@villageofriverhill.org

Administrative Assistant: 
Katharine Mason, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday 9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.–Noon

Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to: 
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

River Hill Community 
Association, Inc.

Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029

Phone 410-531-1749, 410-531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259

website: www.villageofriverhill.org

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:  

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz

Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com

RIVER HILL BOARD
Robert Choi  ..................................................................croblee@yahoo.com
Renee DuBois  .........................................................................443-686-0702 
Tony Miceli  ......................................................... mathman2121@gmail.com 
Dalia Shlash  ............................................................dalia.shlash@gmail.com 
Harjeet Singh Jandu, Vice Chair............................ janduharjeet@icloud.com 
Richard Thomas, Chair  .......................................richthomas.rh@verizon.net 
Liyan Zhang  ...........................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Yamini Ananth (Student Committee)
Cindy Tian (Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Chao Wu, chaowu2016@gmail.com

“Like” River Hill 
Community Association 
on Facebook!  
www.facebook.com/
RiverHillCommunity
Association

November 6, 2017

• Met with Andy Stack and Dick Boulton, Columbia Association 
(CA) Board Chair and Vice Chair respectively.

• Received a status report from the River Hill Watershed Com-
mittee.

• Recommended Cara Heilveil be appointed as River Hill’s repre-
sentative on the CA Watershed Advisory Committee.

• Approved the Association’s 2016 tax returns: 990 and 990T.
• Executive Session Held: Potential litigation and personnel mat-

ters.
• Minutes Approved: October 2, 2017.
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Chao Wu, Ph.D.
River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
Email: chaowu2016@gmail.com 
Tel: 240-481-9637 
website: www.chaowu.org

Disclaimer: This column only represents Dr. Chao Wu’s personal 
opinion. It does not represent River Hill Board of Directors nor Co-
lumbia Association’s Board. 

Council Corner: December Community News Update
Columbia Association Side

At the request from many community members, the Colum-
bia Association (CA) Board of Directors recently affirmed the Paris 
Agreement on climate change and remains committed to clean en-
ergy. I am glad that CA has been a pioneer for environmental pro-
tection and clean energy adoption. I hope this act will encourage 
individuals in our community to take steps to reduce their per-
sonal carbon footprint by doing such things as walking more and 
maintaining reasonable room temperatures. Walk our walk, not 
talk our talk. 

Other recent CA Board highlights:
• Held a discussion on New Town Zoning with Howard County 

DPZ and Consultants;
• Discussed and approved the new and simpler Assessment 

Share for the Columbia villages;
• Discussed the village associations’ contingency fund (around 

half million dollars) and decided the funds will be distributed 
among the 10 villages (each village gets 5%) and CA (gets 50%).

• Discussed and approved a 20% Cap on Cash Reserves for the 
villages. 

• Discussed major capital projects and new operating initiatives 
received to-date in the Proposed FY 2019 and Conditional FY 
2020 Budgets.

School System Side
Many community members have kept an eye on or become in-

volved in the school redistricting process since summer. The Board 

of Education made the final decision on attendance areas for the 
2018-2019 school year on November 16. Here is how the River Hill 
area is impacted:
• Pointers Run Elementary will receive Polygon 127 from Clem-

ents Crossing Elementary. 
• Clarksville Middle School will receive from Lime Kiln Middle 

School Polygons 117, 118, 120, 123, 126, 127, 296, 1117, 
1120, 1123, 1296. 

• High school overcrowding will be mitigated by the JumpStart 
Program and Direct Enrollment Program. River Hill High School 
will receive students from other crowded high schools.
Happy Thanksgiving! Be prepared for the cold winter and enjoy 

the happiness of the holidays. 
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Design Advisory Panel to 
Review Erickson at Limestone 
Valley Plan

Prior to filing an application for a Community Enhancement 
Floating (CEF) District, developers must present a detailed plan 
to the community at a pre-submission meeting and to the Coun-
ty’s Design Advisory Panel (DAP). The community pre-submission 
meeting for the proposed Erickson Retirement Community to be 
located at the corner of Sheppard Lane and Rt. 108 in Clarksville 
was held on November 8. The project will be reviewed by the DAP 
on Wednesday, December 6 at 7 p.m. at the George Howard Build-
ing (3430 Court House Drive, Ellicott City). Although the public 
may attend the DAP meeting, only written input may be submit-
ted for consideration. 

At the pre-submission meeting in November, Erickson present-
ed an updated development plan and solicited feedback from at-
tendees. While much of the plan remained the same as the initial 
development concept presented to the Zoning Board in October, 
the following modifications have been made:
• Reduction in surface parking for employees;
• Adjustments to building configurations;
• Addition of a public playground accessible from the proposed 

access road/Linden Linthicum Lane extension;
• Addition of a public dog park in the same area;
• Relocation of the retirement community’s private garden areas 

to the same vicinity; 
• Extension of the multi-use shared pathway across Sheppard 

Lane and onto the State-owned property at the corner; and

• Extension of the sidewalk along the proposed access road.
To view Erickson’s submission to the DAP visit: www.howard-

countymd.gov/Departments/Planning-and-Zoning/Boards-and-
Commissions/Design-Advisory-Panel and click on “Submission 
Materials.” Written input may also be provided online through this 
link. The Association’s Board of Directors will review Erickson’s 
submittal at their meeting on December 4 and is expected to pro-
vide written input to the DAP. 

River Hill residents are welcome to attend the Association’s 
Board of Directors Meeting on December 4 at 7 p.m. or send com-
ments to the Development Committee Chairperson, Renee DuBois, 
by email to nantucketschool@yahoo.com.

Design Panel to Review Revised 
Plans for River Hill Square

Remember the River Hill Square project? It is the proposal to 
re-develop the site of the River Hill Garden Center into a retail 
center. It has been 10 months since the County’s Design Advisory 
Panel (DAP) first reviewed the project and asked the developer to 
reevaluate the design and return with a plan that better reflects 
the Clarksville Pike Streetscape Plan and Design Guidelines (Feb-
ruary 2016). Since then, the developer has hired a new architect 
to revise the design.

What types of changes can be anticipated? During its review in 
February 2017, the DAP concluded the initial design plan was not 
consistent with the Streetscape Plan and Design Guidelines and a 
“Main Street” development pattern. The DAP expressed concerns 
about the amount of parking, the need to buffer nearby homes, the 
robustness of the proposed pedestrian features, and the building 
forms, materials, and locations. Since then, the Erickson Living 
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at Limestone Valley project has been proposed. The Association is 
very eager to see how the River Hill Square project has been re-de-
signed and relates to the Erickson project. 

As of press time, it is the River Hill Community Association’s 
understanding that the developer, River Hill Square, LLC, will sub-
mit revised design plans for DAP review on Wednesday, December 
13 at 7 p.m. at the George Howard Building (3430 Court House 
Drive, Ellicott City). Assuming they follow through, the submittal 
will be posted on the DAP website by December 1. Interested resi-
dents may then visit www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/
Planning-and-Zoning/Boards-and-Commissions/Design-Adviso-
ry-Panel to review the plans and submit written input in advance 
of the meeting. The public may observe the DAP meeting but does 
not have an opportunity to participate.

If the River Hill Square plans are reviewed by the DAP on De-
cember 13, River Hill residents are welcome to share their views 
at the Association’s Board of Directors Meeting on December 4 
or send input to Renee DuBois, RHCA Development Committee 
Chairperson, at nantucketschool@yahoo.com.

Funding Requested for Tot Lot 
Improvements in River Hill

The River Hill Community Association’s Board of Directors re-
mains committed to improving children’s play spaces in River Hill. 
Based on feedback obtained from residents in September, the As-
sociation in October formally requested that the Columbia Associ-
ation (CA) include capital funds in the FY19/20 budget to upgrade 
two tot lots in the village with more modern play equipment. The 

goal is to update one tot lot in each neighborhood—Pheasant Ridge 
and Pointers Run. 

While awaiting approval on project timing, CA recommends 
that the River Hill community proceed with determining which two 
tot lots to upgrade, which should be slightly larger in size, centrally 
located, and have the highest utilization.

We welcome your thoughts and suggestions on the tot lot up-
grades and on possible locations. Please e-mail feedback to Dalia 
Shlash, River Hill Board Member and Open Space Liaison, dalia.
shlash@gmail.com with your suggestions on potential locations no 
later than January 1, 2018.  A community meeting to discuss site 
selection and upgrade timing will be held on January 18, from 6 – 
7 p.m., in the Board Room at Claret Hall. 

Looking for Guidance on Ways 
to to Give Back this Holiday 
Season? 

Are you looking for a way to give back at the holidays? Down-
load the 2017 Guide to Giving, an annual resource that provides 
ideas and guidance for volunteers and donations for more than 40 
local nonprofit agencies. The guide is available online at www.vol-
unteerhoward.org.

Before you, your family or your business begin collecting 
items,  check the guide to see what is on the wish lists of local 
agencies. Opportunities range from wrapping presents, delivering 
meals and holiday visits to donating food, gifts, clothing and gift 
cards, plus a whole lot more.
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Offices in 
Clarksville and Maple Lawn

Offering the latest in orthodontic 
technology including Invisalign, 
Invisalign Teen, and esthetic 
(clear) braces.

Free initial consultation,
evening hours available.

Orthodontics for Adolescents, Children, and Adults

410-381-1077
www.VanguardSmiles.com Drs. Byron & David Bonebreak, Board Certified Orthodontists

Now Open in 

Clarksville Commons

Visit www.VolunteerHoward.org/calendar for opportunities. 
When searching for opportunities on www.VolunteerHoward.org, 
use the tabs beneath “Additional Filters” to narrow or target your 
search results. Under the “What would you like to do?” filter, you 
will be able to choose specific organizations, impact areas, skills 
and more. 

New Class Being Offered by 
GOSU Institute of Chinese 
Martial Arts

Recently, the GOSU Institute of Chinese Martial Arts began 
class instruction on weeknights at The Meeting Room next to the 
outdoor pool in River Hill. Traditional and Modern Kung Fu is of-
fered. Modern Kung Fu (or Wushu) is an acrobatic and athletic 
version of traditional Kung Fu that was created for performance 
and competition. Practitioners of this style include movie stars Jet 
Li and Donnie Yen. Traditional Kung Fu focuses on self-defense, 
combat, and improvement of health. This fusion of Chinese Mar-
tial Arts helps to retain tradition while also providing a great work-
out!

Coach Ching-Yin Lee has trained in Chinese Martial Arts for 
24 years, which includes experience in Traditional Southern Style 
Kung Fu, Modern Wushu (Northern and Southern Style), Tai Chi 
Chuan, Xing Yi Quan, Yi Quan, and boxing. His central teach-
ers include Dr. Lee (Fu Ying Quan She Tai Club), Coach Anthony 
Sims (O-Mei Wushu/Kung Fu Center), and Master Lu Xiaolin (O-
Mei Wushu/Kung Fu Center). He is a two-time U.S. Wushu Team 

Member and double medalist at the Pan American Wushu Games.   
GOSU Martial Arts aims to deliver high quality martial arts for 

an affordable, low price. All levels of classes are offered. See class 
schedule on page 12. GOSU develops the students’ mind, body 
and character!

Now at the Meeting Room next to River Hill Pool, traditional and modern 
Kung Fu (WushU) is being offered on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings. See information on page 12.
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RIVER HILL
5920 Mystic Ocean Lane

$529,900

$20k Above Full Price
RIVER HILL

5713 Whistling Winds Walk

Shun Lu, Ph.D, Re/Max 100
410-440-7738 (C) 
410-730-6100 (O)

Email: ShunLu@ReMax.net | Web: ShunLuTeam.com

Top 1% of Realtors Nationwide 
A Resident of Clarksville

Unparalleled Quality  — Every Listing Sold Fast & For Top Dollar

 RIVER HILL $700,000
$25k Higher Than Full Price

12117 Flowing Water Tr., Clarksville

 RIVER HILL SCHOOLS
$16,500 Higher than Full Price

6122 Trotter Ridge Ct., Columbia

CLARKS GLEN $829,900
6572 Ballymore Lane,

Clarksville

RIVER HILL SCHOOLS
6304 River Hill Overlook Dr.

Clarksville. $985,000.
ABOVE FULL PRICE

6413 Tara PL, Clarksville 

$16k Above Full Price
RIVER HILL

5764 Whistling Winds Walk

RIVER HILL 
$15k Above Full Price
6102 White Marble Ct. 

Clarksville

CLARKS GLEN 
$16,100 Above Full Price

6412 Erin Dr., Clarksville

SOLD IN 5 DAYS
SOLD IN 5 DAYS SOLD IN 12 DAYS

SOLD IN 9 DAYS SOLD IN 6 DAYSSOLD IN 4 DAYS SOLD IN 4 DAYS

SOLD IN 4 DAYS SOLD IN 4 DAYS

NEW LISTING

Harold Howard’s Painting Service
Bonded and Insured

Painting, Drywall, Floors
Wallpaper, and Carpenty

Over 30 Years in Business

410-218-6261
www.howardpaintingmd.net

MHIC  
#47783

Columbia Association Offers 
Program to Offset Cost of Rain 
Gardens

CA offers several ways that community members can help con-
tribute to a healthier watershed — the Rain Garden Cost Share 
Program, a free soil testing program and the Weed Warriors pro-
gram.

The Rain Garden Cost Share Program offers residents within 
the Little Patuxent Watershed and surrounding areas, which in-
cludes the Village of River Hill, with a cost-effective way to install 
rain gardens as a way to slow the flow of stormwater and work to 
filter out pollutants.

A rain garden is a shallow excavated depression or saucer-
shaped garden designed to collect stormwater runoff from roofs, 
pavement, sidewalks and other impervious surfaces. Rather than 
discharging pollutants directly into waters, the rain garden tem-
porarily stores the runoff, lets some of the water soak into the 
ground and releases what doesn’t soak in over a period of time. 
This reduces the amount of pollutants that will eventually enter 
our waterways. Rain gardens are also a great way to slow down 
the speed of rainwater, which lessens the impact stormwater run-
off has on eroding the banks of our lakes.

A key factor in helping to Slow the Flow is using rain gardens 
with native plants, shrubs, grasses and flowers. The fundamental 
advantage of native plants is that they have adapted to local con-
ditions such as soil and climate. They are more resistant to insects 
and need no fertilizer. They generally don’t need much mainte-
nance once you add them to your landscape.
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Bagel Bin & Deli 
410-531-0335

Columbia Bank 
410-531-7000

Everett Jewelers 
410-531-7990

Giant Food 
410-531-7831

GNC 
410-531-1426

Hair Cuttery 
410-531-8052

Ledo Pizza 
443-535-0599

M&T Bank 
410-531-7083

Massage Envy 
410-531-0711

McDonald’s 
410-531-7950

Nouvel Nail Spa 
443-535-8866 

River Hill Cleaners 
410-531-7742

River Hill Optical 
410-531-7920

River Hill Sports 
Grille 
410-531-7900

Visit our new website
riverhill.shopkimco.com

Subway 
410-531-7982

Sunoco 
410-531-7510

Tower Federal Credit Union 
301-497-7000

The UPS Store 
410-531-9861

Vintage Cellars 
410-531-7860

And you’ll have a great looking garden that puts water in its 
place!

CA encourages residents throughout the community to plant 
rain gardens and presently offers its Rain Garden Cost Share Pro-
gram via a grant from the Maryland Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR). Under the terms of the grant, 75 percent of the 
rain garden installation cost is paid for by DNR, with the remain-
ing 25 percent paid by the resident. CA also has a landscape firm 
on contract for installation.

Residents need to apply to their village Resident Architectural 
Committee for approval. Once the rain garden application is ap-
proved, the resident pays the 25 percent share to CA. The  main-
tenance agreement is then signed and the installation will be 
scheduled.

To request more information about an Open Space watershed 
enhancement program, please send an email to OpenSpace.Re-
sourceRequests@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Beware of Callers Posing as 
Howard County Officials

Howard County residents have recently reported getting calls 
that look like they are coming from Howard County Government. 
Callers will do anything they can to get you to answer your phone, 
and one way to do this is to change their identity on your caller id 
to make it look like the call is coming from someone you know or 
would be interested in talking to. It’s called “spoofing,” and hack-
ers have all sorts of tools at their disposal to alter the name asso-
ciated with their telephone number. If your caller ID indicates that 

you are getting a call from Howard County Government, be warned 
that it may in fact not be from the County. As soon as you find 
out it’s not the County, go ahead and hang up. A caller who would 
spoof your caller id does not have your best interest at heart and 
may very well be trying to scam you out of your money.

Columbia Association Seeking 
Members for Teen and Middle 
School Advisory Committees

If you think there is nothing for youth and teens to do in Co-
lumbia, then here is your opportunity to get involved and be a 
part of the solution. The Columbia Association’s Teen and Middle 
School Advisory Committees have monthly meetings to help young 
people get involved in their community by planning, organizing 
and implementing positive programs and activities for their peers. 
In the process, they gain self-confidence and leadership experi-
ence. The commitment is to attend monthly meetings held at The 
Barn (Oakland Mills Village Center) and to assist with the plan-
ning and implementing of various youth-led events. The Teen Ad-
visory Committee is available for youth ages 13-19, and the Middle 
School Advisory Committee is available for youth ages 11-13. 
Make a difference, get involved and be an integral part of the solu-
tion all while having fun and making friends. 

Meetings are held on the first Thursday of the month at The 
Barn, 5853 Robert Oliver Place in the Oakland Mills Village Cen-
ter. For more information, call 410-992-3726 or email CA.Teens@
ColumbiaAssociation.org. 
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Tip of the Month

“No Straw, Please” 
On a lovely November morning, area students worked with the 

Watershed Committee to pull nasty trash from a stream mean-
dering along the River Hill paths. In just two hours, we filled nine 
giant bags—seven of trash and two of recyclables—mostly with 
plastic. In the water and embedded in the streambed and banks 
were plastic bags, plastic cups, plastic bottles and, of course, plas-
tic straws. For 2018, instead of picking up straws (and other plas-
tic) from our streams and pathways, let’s pick on straws.

We hope you’ll join us in a campaign to educate ourselves and 
restaurants about the damage that plastic straws cause to our 
environment and eventually to our health. We are asking restau-
ranteurs to provide a straw only when customers request one. We 
encourage you to make a New Year’s resolution to stop using plas-
tic straws and to tell your restaurant server, “No straw, please.”  

Americans use about 500 million straws a day, nearly two a 
day for each of the nation’s 320 million people. Lined up end to 
end, those straws would reach around the world more than two 
and a half times. Every day.  

The fast-food industry, car culture and the desire for conve-
nience created the perfect storm for a flood of straws over the past 
half century. When plastic straws replaced paper in the 1960s, 
the problem only got worse. Plastic comes from fossil fuels, the oil 
and natural gas whose extraction is polluting and warming the 
planet. In addition, plastic straws are typically too small for recy-
cling equipment or workers to retrieve. So, after about 20 minutes 
of use, the plastic straw ends up in landfills or, worse, scattered 
about our landscapes and in our waterways—alongside the rest 
of our single-use plastic. (Sadly, a sea turtle with a straw stuck in 
its nostril became the distressing poster creature for the anti-plas-
tic campaign. Consider yourselves warned before viewing.)  In our 
soil, rivers and oceans, all this plastic breaks up into increasing-
ly smaller toxic bits that absorb still more pollutants. This plastic 

never goes away. 
Here are a few other plastic factoids to steel your resolve in 

2018 (look for links when we post this tip to Facebook and the 
web): 
• A study published in April found that our plastic was making 

its way on ocean currents to the Greenland and Barents Seas 
and the Arctic Ocean. 

• In May, researchers reported they had found nearly 18 tons of 
plastic on a remote, uninhabited island in the South Pacific. 

• A tide of plastic trash is choking the sea off a Caribbean island.
• About 8 million tons of plastic gets into the oceans each year, 

an estimated 110 million tons of plastic is already in the ocean, 
and by 2050, scientists project that the oceans will have more 
plastic than fish – unless we kick our single-use plastic habit.  

• Because fish and other animals eat these pollutants, plastic is 
in our food chain. Indeed, a study released in September  found 
that plastic fibers were in 83 percent of drinking water samples, 
with the highest contamination rate, 94 percent, in the United 
States. 
Let 2018 be the year we all #StopSucking from plastic straws. 

For those who positively must have a straw, look for recyclable or 
reusable alternatives made from bamboo, paper, stainless steel, 
glass and even stalks of grain, the original straw. 

Watershed Moments
If you are interested in participating in or learning more about 

Weed Warriors, lawn-soil testing, the rain garden cost-share pro-
gram, and other Open Space programs, please email OpenSpace.
ResourceRequests@Columbiaassociation.org.

New to the Neighborhood?
We’re Glad You’re Here!

Please come in to Claret Hall to introduce 
yourself, pick up a Welcome Packet and 
small gift. We have 
lots of information 
to help you get 
acquainted with the 
community.  
 
Welcome Packets and gifts are for River 
Hill CPRA-assessed properties only.  Not 
sure? Call 410-531-1749 or visit www.
villageofriverhill.org for more information.
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School News

Board of Education Acts on 
Howard County Attendance 
Area Adjustments

The Howard County Board of Education has revised Howard 
County Public School System (HCPSS) elementary and middle 
school attendance areas for the 2018-2019 school year. The ad-
justments are needed to populate new Elementary School #42, 
scheduled to open in Hanover in fall 2018, and to realign middle 
school feeder patterns in conjunction with the elementary atten-
dance areas. The final decision was made during the Board’s regu-
larly scheduled meeting on November 16, 2017. 

No high school redistricting will take place for the 2018-2019 
school year; the next high school redistricting process will begin 
prior to the opening of new High School #13. The Board endorsed 
the JumpStart initiative to expand dual enrollment options for 
high school students. The expansion offers programmatic choic-
es that provide students at overcrowded Centennial, Howard and 
Long Reach high schools the option to transfer to Oakland Mills or 
River Hill high schools. This expansion will more than double the 
number of HCPSS students taking advantage of dual enrollment 
opportunities through Howard Community College. 

The decision culminates a months-long process begun in April 
that included extensive planning, evaluation, data verification, At-

tendance Area Committee meetings, work sessions and feedback 
provided by thousands of stakeholders through community meet-
ings, surveys and public hearings.

“I’m very pleased with the collaborative, inclusive and trans-
parent process that helped us create the best possible solution 
for our children and families,” said Board of Education Chairman 
Cynthia Vaillancourt. “Thank you to the community members who 
took the time to participate in this process. I look forward to con-
tinuing our discussions about attendance area adjustments as we 
review Board Policy 6010 to make refinements and incorporate 
lessons learned.”

Interim Superintendent Michael J. Martirano and the Board of 
Education thanked the OSP Staff, AAC committee members and 
the thousands of residents who participated in the process. 

“We have taken a big step forward tonight and I look forward 
to working with our community and all stakeholders as we im-
plement the Board’s decision,” said Martirano. “Overcrowding 
didn’t happen overnight, and it will take time to truly find a bal-
ance while maintaining our communities and planning for future 
growth. I am pleased that we were able to work together to develop 
innovative ways to address school overcrowding.

In addition, Martirano thanked the county government for ne-
gotiating the purchase of a new elementary school site in Ellicott 
City and accelerating the construction of High School #13. 

“Combined with the acceleration of a new high school in the 
east, the replacement and expansion of Talbott Springs Elementa-
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School News

Classes in River Hill 

GOSU Martial Arts  (Meeting Room)

Mon  ongoing 6-9 p.m. 
Wed ongoing 8-9:30 p.m.
Th  ongoing 6-8 p.m. 
For information or to register, email GOSUmartialarts@gmail.
com or call 240-678-3854.

Chinese Wushu (Meeting Room)

Sat. ongoing  9:30-10:30 a.m.
Sat. ongoing 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Call 240-247-7048 or email uscwi@uschinesewushu.com.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)

Wed Starts Jan. 10 10-10:45 a.m.  Ages 0-5
Th Starts Jan. 11 10-10:45 a.m.  Ages 0-5
For information visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com or call 
301-758-0304.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 7:30-8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Yoga (Meeting Room)

W ongoing  6:15-7:15 p.m.
Email CrowderYogaFitness@gmail.com.

Zumba (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing  9:30-10:30 a.m.
Tu/Th ongoing 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Call 410-245-5900 or email msmarialk@gmail.com to register.

ry in Columbia, and the use of innovative programmatic offerings 
such as JumpStart, the Turf Valley school site will ensure that we 
have the necessary capacity across the county to support long-
term student enrollment growth,” Martirano added.

The changes approved by the board are listed on the Board-
Docs website (November 16, 2017 meeting, Approval of Atten-
dance Area Adjustment Plan).

A new School Locator and final Attendance Area maps for the 
2018-19 school year are available on the school system website at 
www.hcpss.org.

Student Member of the Board 
of Education to Host  
Open Forum  

Howard County Student Member of the Board of Education 
(SMOB) Anna Selbrede will be holding an open forum for any and 
all HCPSS students to voice any questions, concerns, or just talk. 
Anna is happy to discuss anything from school lunches to sports 
to current political events to Harry Potter. The forum will be held 
at the Homewood School on December 13, from 6:30-7 p.m. The 
next forum will be held on January 10. Refreshments will be 
provided. For more information, email  student_member@hcpss.
org and don’t forget to follow @Hocosmob on Instagram and Twit-
ter.

Board of Education Considers 
Academic Calendar Proposals 
for 2018-19 Academic Year

The Howard County Board of Education is considering two 
proposals for the 2018–19 school year. The Academic Planning 
Committee recommendations are the foundation for each of the 
proposals, with additional recommendations from the Interim Su-
perintendent. 

The two options were presented to the Board on October 3, 
2017. A public hearing is scheduled for December 7 and the Board 
is scheduled to take action on December 19. Members of the com-
munity also may submit written testimony in lieu of participating 
in the December 7 public hearing.

Mandates included in consideration are:
• 180 Student School Days 
• 1080 Instructional Hours for Elementary & Middle 
• 1,170 Instructional Hours for High 
• School Year Starts after Labor Day 
• School Year Ends by June 15 
• 193 Staff Days
The proposed academic calendars allow for continuity of 

HCPSS instructional programs, provide teachers with adequate 
time to engage in professional work and growth activities, reflect 
our school system’s respect for religious observances, and recog-
nize the need for students, staff, and families to have a traditional 
break from school work during the spring and winter. Further-
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School News

more, the academic calendars adhere to Code of Maryland Regu-
lations (COMAR), the HCEA Negotiated Agreement, and Maryland 
State Department of Education (MSDE) requirements, as well as 
Governor Hogan’s 2016 Executive Order.

Nominations for Principal and 
Teacher of the Year 

Nominations are now open for the Howard County Pub-
lic School System Principal of the Year and Teacher of the Year 
awards. All nominations are due to HCPSS no later than 4:30 
p.m., Wednesday January 10, 2018. Submission information 
and full details can be found in each nomination packet at www.
hcpss.org. Any questions may be directed to the HCPSS Public In-
formation Office, 410-313-6682 or publicinfo@hcpss.org. HCPSS 
will publicly announce its Principal of the Year and Teacher of the 
Year in early February, after selections have been made.

Congratulations to Clarksville 
Middle School Students

Eighth grade student Josh Hernandez has been chosen to 
have his artwork featured in the exhibit titled “Honoring the 
Process” at the Walters Art Gallery in Baltimore City. The show 

features exemplary artwork from HCPPS students across all in-
structional levels. The exhibit opened November 29 and runs 
through December 10. The exhibited artwork can be visited dur-
ing regular museum hours. 

The following Clarksville Middle School students have been 
chosen to represent the school at the 2018 Howard Coun-
ty Honors Band: Ray Dai, Amanda Xu, ViChi Tran, James Kim 
Arthur Wang, Nathan Osheroff, and Sydney Liu. 

Josh Hernandez’s lizard painting will be on display at the Walters Art 
Gallery in Baltimore through December 10. It’s even more impressive in 
its original vivid colors!
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Architectural News

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review 
and recommendation meetings age generally held at 7:30 
p.m. at Claret Hall. The sign-in sheet is available at 7 p.m. 
and Applications are reviewed in the order that applicants 
sign in. Applicants should bring any supplemental docu-
mentation, application amendments, or additional infor-
mation that the RAC may have requested. Residents are 
encouraged to attend the RAC review meeting.

Architectural Guidelines and application forms for ex-
terior alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained 
at www.villageofriverhill.org under Covenants in the menu 
bar; or at Claret Hall. Agendas are published in the Villag-
er when the publication schedule permits. RAC meeting 
agendas are posted at the Village office and on the website.

 Please allow 5-6 weeks for the entire application pro-
cess. 

RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION & DEADLINE
Submit Application By For Meeting On

November 17, 2017 December 6, 2017

December 1, 2017 December 20, 2017

December 29, 2017 January 17, 2018

January 19, 2018 February 7, 2018

February 2, 2018 February 21, 2018

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline Fridays by 12 Noon

AC Decisions
November 15, 2017

Approved
6417 Summer Sunrise Drive Tree Removals
6348 Daring Prince Way Driveway Widening

November 2, 2017

6400 Empty Song Road            Tree Removals
7005 Golden Seeds Row Restyle
6100 Rippling Tides Terrace Tree Removals

Disapproved
6612 Rising Waves Way Shed

October 18, 2017

Approved
6417 River Run Fence

Approved with Condition(s)
6464 Sundown Trail Pool: Part:2
6401 Sundown Trail Tree Removals

The Association is updating its list of teen 
snow shovelers and snow blowers. This list is 
provided to residents inquiring about assistance 
with snow removal. If you are interested in 
being included, call 410-531-1749 or email 
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org with your 
contact information.
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Did you know?
Claret Hall is often the place 

where found items get turned 
in and people who have lost 

items claim them.

If you find something, bring it 
by. If you’ve lost something, 

call us! 410-531-1749.

Architectural News

Frank J. Giarratano, CPA
4237 Red Bandana Way
Ellicott City, MD 21042
Office: 443 283 2083
FAX: 443 283 1407

Web Site: FJGCPA.com
Email: Frank.Giarratano@FJGCPA.com

Tax Return Preparation
Personal, business, and trust tax returns prepared. Call for an 
appointment. Weekend and evening hours available.

Tax Collection Issues
If you owe tax, penalty and interest to the IRS it is possible to have 
the total amount reduced. Call me for a free consultation.

Audit Issues
If the IRS is questioning amounts reported on your tax return do 
not discuss the issues with the IRS. Discussing the issues with the 
IRS can cost you a substantial amount of money. Call me for a free 
consultation.

Credit Cards Accepted
Former Internal Revenue Service Agent

Certified Public Accountant in Maryland and New York
Member: American Institute of Certified Public Accountants

Member: Maryland Association of Certified Public Accountants

October 4, 2017

Approved
7157 Morning Light Trail Basement Walkout

FAST TRACK

Approved
6525 Radiant Gleam Way Security Fixtures
12109 Early Lilacs Path Security Fixtures, 
  Exterior Lights
6613 Rising Waves Way Rain Garden (CA sponsored)
6407 Morning Time Lane Solar Panels
12168 Linden Linthicum Lane Deck: Material Change

6401 Enchanted Solitude Place Rain Garden (CA sponsored)
6404 Summer Sunrise Drive Rain Garden (CA sponsored)

Approved with Condition
12236 Summer Sky Path  Shed Location

Pet Owner Etiquette
“Curb your dog” means that owners must keep their dogs from 

soiling private property, sidewalks, walkways, and driveways. Dog 
owners should refrain from letting their dogs go to the bathroom 
in the middle of a sidewalk, in somebody’s flowers or flowerbed, on 
trash cans or on the side of a house. In plain English, take the dog 
to the curb to pee or poo. Pick up the solid waste and take it with 
you and dispose of it in your own trash can or toilet.

Howard County animal control laws state that pets must be on 
a leash and under control of a responsible person who is capable 
of immediate and effective restraint when not on the owner’s prop-
erty. “Under control” is not having the dog 26 feet away from you 
on a retractable leash, defecating and urinating on private proper-
ty. Under control is not leaving your pet out all night, barking and 
disturbing the neighborhood; this is a nuisance.

Pet ownership is not only about etiquette but about being a law 
abiding citizen.

Kevin W. Gordon
Agent

5570 Sterret Place Suite 202
Columbia, MD 21044-2649
Bus 443-542-5230 
Fax 442-979-7707
www.agentkg.com
kevin@agentkg.com

The best compliment you can give is a referral.



16 • The River Hill Villager • December 2017

AROUND TOWN
Artisan Holiday Open House  

& Holiday Sale
Thurs., Dec. 7, 5:30-8:30 p.m. at Howard County Center for the 
Arts, 8510 High Ridge Road, Ellicott City. Don’t miss this holi-
day sale where artists and artisans offer their unique handmade 
works for holiday gift-giving. Enjoy light refreshments and holiday 
music as you browse. While you are there, stop by and visit the 
resident artists and organizations, whose studios are open to the 
public during the festivities. Email info@hocoarts.org for details or 
call 410-313-ARTS (2787).

Christmas for Kids
Sat., Dec. 16, 9 a.m.- 12 p.m. at Christ Lutheran Church, 12570 
Clarksville Pike, Clarksville. Busy parents are invited to bring 
their children to this fun event for community children, no matter 
their background or affiliation. Hear the News the Angels Bring is 
a program which focuses on the Christmas message so that chil-
dren understand the importance of the holiday and what it means. 
The event will include the Christmas story, music, special crafts, 
and a snack. Open to children age 4 through 6th grade. Pre-regis-
tration requested due to space limitations at www.christlutheran.
net or by calling Audrey at 410-730-5209. More information may 
be obtained by calling the church office at 301-854-2100.

Tech Café for Older Adults
Tues., Dec. 5, 3:30-4:30 p.m. at East Columbia 50+ Center, 6600 
Cradlerock Way, Columbia. Youth and Teen Center student vol-
unteers will show older adults how to get the most out of their de-
vices. Additional tech cafe dates are Jan. 9, Feb. 6, March 6, April 
10, May 1, and June 5. For more information, call the East Co-
lumbia 50+ Center at 410-313-7684 or CA’s Youth and Teen Cen-
ter at 410-992-3726.

Christmas in the Park 
Tues., Dec. 5, 6-7:30 p.m. at Centennial Park, 10000 Route 108, 
Ellicott City. Kick off the holiday season with Howard County’s 
Tree Lighting ceremony! Enjoy an evening of caroling and light 
refreshments, topped off by the magical tree lighting. For more 
details, visit www.howardcountymd.gov/christmasinthepark or 
call 410-313-7275.

Hands on Hanukkah Family Concert
Sat. Dec. 9, 4-6 p.m. at Temple Isaiah 12200 Scaggsville Rd., 
Fulton. A Hanukkah concert event for the whole family, featuring 
Barry Louis Polisar. The concert will be followed with tasty treats 
and Hanukkah crafts. Free and open to all. RSVP at www.temple-
isaiah.org/online-forms or contact Rachel Petroff Kessler at 301-
317-1101 rachel@templeisaiah.org for details.
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AROUND TOWN
Geminid Meteor Shower

Wed. December 13, 10 p.m.-1:30 a.m. at Howard County Con-
servancy, 10520 Old Frederick Road, Woodstock. The Geminids, 
one of the most prolific and visible annual meteor showers of the 
day, produces up to 120 multicolored meteors per hour at its 
peak. Join the Howard County Conservancy for this year’s show-
er’s peak: the night of the 13th and the morning of the 14th. Best 
viewing will be after midnight. Join Dr. Joel Goodman and Dr. 
Alex Storrs, both back by popular demand, to witness the show, 
hear it explained and look through high-powered telescopes. 
Free. Call 410-465-8877 or visit www.hcconservancy.org for more 
information.

Deer Santa 
Sun. Dec. 10, 12-4 p.m. at Robinson Nature Center, 6692 Cedar 
Lane, Columbia. Delight in an afternoon of “Reindeer games,” hol-
iday crafts, festive snacks, winter walks and a photo with Santa 
in this family-friendly, self-guided adventure at the Robinson Na-
ture Center. All ages welcome. All adults and children over the age 
of 1 year must be registered separately to attend by calling 410-
313-0400. No online registration. Info: 410-313-0400 or www.
howardcountymd.gov/DeerSanta. $15*, child (over 1 year); $7*, 
adult; Free, under 1 year; *$2 off each individual’s registration for 
Robinson Nature Center members.

Family Holiday Concert 
Sat., Dec. 16, 10:30 a.m. at Jim Rouse Theatre, 5460 Trumpeter 
Road, Columbia. The Columbia Orchestra presents a lineup of hol-
iday classics for all ages. Enjoy the sounds of the season: Christ-
mas carols, Hanukkah songs, selections from The Nutcracker and 
other family-friendly favorites. $15 per adult ticket and $10 per 
child. For tickets, visit www.columbiaorchestra.org, send an email 
to info@columbiaorchestra.org, or call 410-465-8777.

Christmas Pops Concert
Sun., Dec. 17, 4 p.m. at St. Louis Church, 12500 Clarksville Pike, 
Clarksville. The program will feature the St. Louis Choirs and 
Orchestra and include exerpts from Tchaikovsky’s “Nutcracker 
Suite,” Victor Herbert’s “Babes in Toyland,” and favorite Christ-
mas carols. Free and open to the public. For more information, 
visit www.stlconcertseries.org or call 443-535-1691.

Howard County Community  
Candle Lighting

Thurs., Dec. 14, 5:30-6:30 p.m. at George Howard Building 
Lobby, Howard County Executive Office Building, 3430 Court 
House Drive, Ellicott City. County Executive Allan H. Kittle-
man and the Jewish Federation of Howard County invite you 
and your family to join a Chanukah candle lighting and recep-
tion. Please RSVP by Monday, December 11 to ckawata@howard-
countymd.gov. For more information, contact Meghann Schwartz  
410-730-4976x106  or mschwartz@jewishhowardcounty.org.

Truman Capote’s Holiday Memories
Thurs., Dec. 7 – Sun. Dec. 10, 7:30 p.m. (Th.-Sat.), 3 p.m. Sun. at 
Howard Community College, Studio Theatre, Little Patuxent Park-
way, Columbia. In the nostalgic spirit of the fireside chats, the Arts 
Collective plays with light and shadow, live music and a rotating 
cast to bring Capote’s heart-warming holiday stories to life. Tick-
ets may be purchased online at www.howardcc.edu/artscollective 
or at the box office. Call 443-518-1500 for more information.

Home & Yard Services
Leaf Removal   Gutters

 Property Clean-up 
Landscape  Lawn  Mulch  Tree

Gutters  Paint  Roof  Wood
Fence  Deck  Weeding

Whole House Clean-out to Sell/Rent
 Call Mike 410-290-9728
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NAME ADDRESS   PHONE NO.

Alyza Berson Swift Current Way 443-812-5742

Mycah Berson Swift Current Way  443-812-5791

Jennifer Bleakney Waving Tree Court 410-531-5391

Paige Cohen   240-470-6158 

Giuliana Del Buono Distant Thunder Trail 410-707-3430 (c)

Jonathon DiPietro*  Leaves of Grass Court   410-531-1343

Kyla Clark Great Star Drive 301-332-0370

Molly Farrell Tall Timber Drive 443-995-7330

Murphy Freal ** Fleets of Time Court 410-935-7145

Abii Gannon White Marble Court 240-383-6527

Casey Greenberg Fairest Dream Lane 410-531-0331

Cedar Kennedy** Countless Stars Run 443-805-7581 

Dani Krause ** Shining Stars Lane  443-812-4641 

Kelly Long Tall Timber Drive 410-531-3357 

Maddie Lynott Early Lilacs Path 443-535-8956

Laura Mason  Shining Stars Lane 410-733-7566

Miranda Mazzella*  White Pebble Path  410-531-7899

Marissa Mazzella** White Pebble Path 410-531-7899 

Jacob Recht Evening Company Cir. 410-531-5236 (h) 
   410-302-9258 (c)

Allison Siil ** Western Star Run 410-531-5624

Liana Toy Grateful Heart Gate 443-718-8720

* CPR/First Aid Trained       ** CPR/First Aid Certified

COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS

Classified Ads  
Only $10 for Residents

For 35 words. $1 per additional word. 
Bring your ad to Claret Hall 

by the 15th of the month 
preceding the issue.

Team Seeking Paid Baseball Coach
A 13u little league travel baseball team in Olney is seeking a good, 
paid coach for the 2018 season. Text Val or Eileen at 443-546-
7846 as soon as possible if interested.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant 
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand run-
ning, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and spe-
cial event support. Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771, 
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting  
“Our Passion is Your Pets”

Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, mid-
day, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact: 
www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Tutor/Educational Consultant
Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder, High Func-
tioning Autism, Advocate; all ages (K-12); specializing in organi-
zational skills, study skills, time management, reading/writing 
process, reading skills, all with application to content material at 
any level. SAT/ACT reading and English areas. Background: Spe-
cial Education Coordinator for school based programs. Howard 
County resident. 301-922-6827 or email InsightsEd@gmail.com.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture. Art, Silver, 
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+ yr expe-
rience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic Sav-
age Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support includ-
ing Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more. 
Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com 
or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Snow Shovelers
NAME  ADDRESS PHONE NO.
Alex Chase Towering Oak Path 301-537-2747

Jay Desmarais Radiant Gleam Way 443-745-4624

Danielle & Jaylynn Floyd Empty Song Road 443-622-1112

Joe Hobbs Golden Seeds Row 443-374-7001

Cedar Kennedy Countless Stars Run 443-805-7581

Woodie Lynott Early Lilacs Path 443-535-8956

Robby & Tyler Windsor Floating Clouds Path 410-935-2874
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Plenty of Thrills and Chills at Claret Hall’s Annual Haunted Hallow’s Eve
Each year the Teen Advisory Committee plans a fun and sometimes scary haunted house for kids and their families as part of the Haunted Hallow’s Eve 
festivities. A witch with her black cauldron, a fortune teller with her crystal ball, and ghouls hiding in the shadowy darkness make the haunted house 
an exciting tradition. There were cute crafts and Halloween-themed games outdoors for the little ones, and audiences delighted in the comedy magic 
act performed by magician Tim Hall. The annual event is sponsored by River Hill Community Association and Kimco Realty.
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