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Thanks!
To our advertisers for supporting us!
Collen Brothers Services
Columbia Family Eye Care
GNC
Hilltop Child Care Center
Kimco Realty
Kumon North America
Catherine McLoughlin-Hayes, Long & Foster
Shun Lu Re/Max 100
Molly Maid
Mr. Handyman
Northrop Team Real Estate
PCF Management 
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
Eileen Robbins / Long & Foster
Time Saver Advantage
Vanguard Orthodontics
Westerlund / LeReve Real Estate 
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.

Claret Hall will be closed 
to the public from 

December 24-January 2.

Volunteerism is Strong in the Village

Our wonderful volunteers, who serve the community in a variety of capacities, enjoyed the 
annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner on November 18. Everyone got to test their knowledge in 
a game of River Hill Trivia, where questions were posed to the audience on a variety of topics 
related to River Hill history. In addition, members of the Board of Directors placed River Hill 
memorabilia and other newsworthy items from 2016 into a Time Capsule, to be opened on River 
Hill’s 50th Birthday in the year 2041!

The Association recognized many 
members of the community at its 
Annual Volunteer Appreciation event 

held in November. This year, the number 
in attendance exceeded that in prior years 
and is indicative of the greatest level of res-
ident involvement in the history of the As-
sociation. What a terrific way to celebrate 
the Village of River Hill’s first 25 years!

We are very thankful for having more 
volunteers than ever before giving of their 
time and talents. In addition to the Board 
of Directors and River Hill’s Columbia 
Council Representative, the following As-
sociation Committees are currently ac-
tive: Architectural, Resident Architectural, 
Development Advisory, Student Member, 
Teen Advisory, and Watershed. Even more 

volunteers contribute to creating and 
growing the village’s traditions. For ex-
ample, the Health Fair, Independence Day 
Parade, and Haunted Hallow’s Eve event 
would not be possible without volunteers.  
Volunteers contribute to making our com-
munity stronger and improving the qual-
ity of life in the village.  We appreciate all 
that they give. 

Every year the Association recognizes 
one individual, or group of individuals, 
who has made an outstanding contribu-
tion to the Association. This year, Karen 
Smith, a member of the Architectural 
Committee, received this award. Karen 
was recognized for over 15 years of vol-
unteerism with the Association and par-
ticularly for her service over the last year 

as the Architectural Committee Sign-off 
Representative. During the 9-month peri-
od when there was no active Resident Ar-
chitectural Committee to do the “legwork,” 
Karen kept the architectural review pro-
cess moving forward in a positive manner. 
She conducted site visits where necessary 
and reviewed and made decisions on over 
300 applications. Her efforts required a 
tremendous amount of time and effort and 
demonstrate her level of commitment to 
our community.

As Dr. Theodore Seuss said in The 
Lorax, “Unless someone like you cares a 
whole awful lot, nothing is going to get 
better. It’s not.” Thank you to all our vol-
unteers! Our community is better because 
of you!
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Board Highlights . . .

Board Meeting Schedule

All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River 
Hill Village Center. Agendas are posted at Claret 
Hall on the Friday prior to the meeting. Residents 
are encouraged to attend Resident Speak-Out dur-
ing each board meeting. If you have written material 
you would like the Board to review, please drop it by 
the village office by the Thursday prior to the meet-
ing. All approved minutes are available for review at 
the village office. For additional information, please 
contact the village office. (Contact info at left.)

NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: 
December 5 and January 9 at 7 p.m. Please visit www.
villageofriverhill.org to view the Board Meeting Agen-
das & Minutes. 

Village Manager: 
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Covenant Advisor: 
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Facility Coordinator: 
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Communications & Events Coordinator: 
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Administrative Assistant: 
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday 9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.–Noon

Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to: 
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

River Hill Community 
Association, Inc.

Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029

Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259

website: www.villageofriverhill.org

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:  

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz

Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com

RIVER HILL BOARD
Robert Choi  ..................................................................croblee@yahoo.com
Michael Cornell, Chair ............................................................ 301-742-2761 
Harjeet Singh Jandu .............................................. janduharjeet@icloud.com 
Mavourene Robinson .......................................  succexecutives@gmail.com 
Richard Thomas, Vice Chair  ...............................richthomas.rh@verizon.net 
Jason Zagnit  ................................................................... jzagnit@gmail.com
Liyan Zhang  ...........................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Jennifer Zhang (Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Chao Wu, superbwu@gmail.com

November 7, 2016

• Work Session held with Steve Breeden, Security Development 
Corporation, to discuss River Hill Square commercial project 
planned for the River Hill Garden Center site. Mr. Breeden re-
sponded to questions and comments from the Board Members 
and residents in attendance.

• During Resident Speak Out, the following members of the com-
munity spoke regarding the plans for River Hill Square: Kris-
tina and David Elsaesser (Whistling Winds Walk) and Alan 
Schneider (Clarksville Pike).

• The Board approved Simpson Oaks testimony to be given be-
fore the Zoning Board on November 10 and appointed Ms. Rob-
inson to speak on the Association’s behalf.

• The Board selected Karen Smith, Architectural Committee 
Sign-off Representative, as the Volunteer of the Year.

• Minutes Approved: October 10, 2016



4 • The River Hill Villager • December 2016

Council Corner: Common Sense Policy Making

Chao Wu, Ph.D.
River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
Email: chaowu2016@gmail.com 
Tel: 240-481-9637 
website: www.chaowu.org

Disclaimer: This column only represents Dr. Chao Wu’s personal 
opinion. It does not represent River Hill Board of Directors nor Co-
lumbia Association’s Board. 

Finally, the presidential election is over and we are back on the 
normal track. Although there were heated debates over the elec-
tion, we need to come back to discuss local development, education 
and community issues we are facing right now. We need common 
sense during the policy making process. Recently two very relevant 
local issues caught my eye. One issue is the Merriweather Post Pa-
vilion (MPP) noise and the other is the new Howard County Public 
School System (HCPSS) school starting time change. I do not think 
common sense has prevailed in either situation.

The Columbia Association’s (CA) Board of Directors has been 
hearing complaints from our residents about the loud noise from 
Merriweather for more than the 1.5 years I have served. Most com-
plainants are asking MPP to turn down the noise level. One resi-
dent said “I can feel my heart jumps faster when I hear that music. 
I am 75 now and how many more years do I need to endure this 
in my backyard?” MPP’s operator, Howard Hughes Cooperation, is 
reacting slowly to this complaint and has said it will take at least 
another two years to make some modifications and these improve-
ments are dependent on whether funding is available.  The new 
Columbia Downtown development, which was just approved three 
weeks ago by the County Council, will build several thousand 
houses and apartments, 50 meters away from MPP. I believe MPP 
cannot operate as it is now after the new buildings are finished in 
several years. However, since so many senior citizens have been 
bothered by the noise for such a long time, why not find a work-
able solution as soon as possible to eliminate the problem? 

The second issue is that HCPSS is proposing four models for 
school starting time at 7:30 a.m. (three proposals) and 7:45 a.m. 
(the fourth one) for elementary schools. The reason for this new 
school starting time is that many high school parents asked for 
a later high school starting time, which is currently 7:20 a.m. 
HCPSS came out with proposals basically switching the starting 
time for high schools and elementary schools. I wrote a brief intro-
duction on this topic at www.chaowu.org. I am a strong proponent 
for a later high school starting time; however, the fact that the cur-
rent proposed solution is coming out, is evidence that HCPSS is 
lacking common sense on this issue. 

In other news, CA is going to work with Horizon Foundation 
on a Bikeway Concept. This is a 50-mile, networked bicycle and 
pedestrian route. More than half of county residents, schools and 
parks are located within 1 mile of the bikeway. 4 MARC stations 
(Laurel, Savage, Jessup, Dorsey) are within 2.5 miles of the bike-
way. The cost is around 3 million dollars. 

CA Board approved $200,000 in funding to the Downtown Co-
lumbia Partnership (DCP). I voted NO on this decision for a num-
ber of reasons. I believe there was not enough discussion on this. 
The administration overhead for DCP is a little high and they rely 
too much on CA (around 50% of budget) for their operation while a 
majority of their Board is controlled by Howard Hughes Corpora-
tion. Yes, CA should play a big role in the new downtown develop-
ment. How to achieve a better role warrants an ample and better 
discussion. For example, we probably should put a dedicated per-
son to advocate or work on downtown related issues. 

I hope you and your family had a great Thanksgiving. Enjoy 
the holidays and Happy New Year in 2017.
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Bagel Bin & Deli 
410-531-0335

Columbia Bank 
410-531-7000

Everett Jewelers 
410-531-7990

Giant Food 
410-531-7831

GNC 
410-531-1426

Hair Cuttery 
410-531-8052

Ledo Pizza 
443-535-0599

M&T Bank 
410-531-7083

Massage Envy 
410-531-0711

McDonald’s 
410-531-7950

Nouvel Nail Spa 
443-535-8866 

River Hill Cleaners 
410-531-7742

River Hill Optical 
410-531-7920

River Hill Sports 
Grille 
410-531-7900

Visit our new website
riverhillvillagecenter.com

Subway 
410-531-7982

Sunoco 
410-531-7510

Tower Federal Credit Union 
301-497-7000

The UPS Store 
410-531-9861

Vintage Cellars 
410-531-7860

Local Teen is Youth Recipient 
of Governor’s Service Award 

Jennifer Zhang, a village resident and senior at River Hill High 
School (RHHS), has served on the Association’s Teen Advisory 
Committee (TAC) for four years and is now in her second year as 

the Student Member of the Board of Directors and Chair of the 
TAC. We know from working with her that she is a strong lead-
er, talented, organized, and dedicated to helping our community. 
However, it wasn’t until October, when we learned that she had re-
ceived a Governor’s Service Award, that we realized the full extent 
of her commitment to helping others. 

The Governor’s Service Awards, now in their 33rd year, are 
given annually and honor Maryland citizens for their significant 
volunteer contributions to the state and its people and for work-
ing to change Maryland for the better. Jennifer was recognized not 
only for her volunteerism with the Association; but, also for her 
involvement with Angel’s Network and Answer to Cancer – both 
school community service clubs aimed at raising money for vari-
ous charitable organizations. Through her involvement with An-
gel’s Network and leadership as president, Jennifer has organized 
and led multiple events, such as making winter necessity shoe 
boxes for the homeless and planning the annual River Hill Talent 
Show, the proceeds of which go to organizations like We Care Solar 
and Operation Smile. After both of Jennifer’s grandparents passed 
away from cancer, she realized how little was known about its dif-
ferent types. This led to her founding and serving as president of 
Answer to Cancer, a school club focused on raising awareness 
about different types of cancer. Jennifer and club members volun-
teer at cancer benefit walks, have raised hundreds of dollars for 
the Breast Cancer Awareness Foundation, and adopted local fami-
lies affected by cancer through an Ulman Cancer Fund program.

Congratulations Jennifer! Thank you for your outstanding ser-
vice to Maryland and its people. 

For more information on the Governor’s Office on Service and 
Volunteerism and the 2016 Service Award recipients visit http://
gosv.maryland.gov/governors-service-awards-recipients-2016/. 

Lt. Governor Boyd K. Rutherford and Steven McAdams, Executive 
Director, Governor’s Office of Community Initiatives, present the 
Governor’s Service Award to Jennifer Zhang.
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A Unique 
Holiday 
Gift

Give a piece of Co-
lumbia history by giving 
a Gail Holliday poster! 
Gail Holliday was the 
Rouse Company’s art-
ist in residence while 
Columbia was being 
planned and developed. 
She designed full color 
silkscreen prints for 
each neighborhood in 
Columbia as it was built. 
The original silkscreens 
were on display in the 
Exhibit Center on Lake 
Kittamaqundi for many 
years. 

The Hickory Ridge 
Community Association is selling a variety of Holliday’s Columbia 
themed posters, including River Hill, A New City, and a commemo-
rative poster commissioned by Patty Rouse for James Rouse’s 75th 
birthday. Two abstract pheasants grace the River Hill Village post-
er which is 24” x 36”, printed on glossy paper, signed by the artist 
and for sale at The Hawthorn Center for $19.95 each. All available 
posters may be viewed on the Hickory Ridge Community Associa-

tion’s website, https://hickoryridgevillage.org/gail-holliday-post-
ers-available/.

Watershed Tip of the Month

The Gift of the Watershed 
We on the River Hill Watershed Committee are always asking 

you to give, give, give to your watershed. Do this. Don’t do that. 
We will continue to do so, but this season of gift-giving is a good 

time to reflect on what a clean watershed does for us. 
One of the best examples of a watershed hard at work can be 

found in New York. Close to half the drinking water for the state, 
including nearly all of New York City’s water (90 percent) — about 
1.2 billion gallons a day — is unfiltered. Rain and snow fall into 
streams and collect in 19 reservoirs within the Catskill/Delaware 
watershed adjacent to the Hudson River and northwest of the 
city. New York’s is the largest unfiltered water supply in the Unit-
ed States. Communities in the upstream watershed get the ben-
efit of a clean environment and clean water for recreation. And the 
city water, by all accounts, tastes delicious. (A bit of chlorine, flu-
oride, and orthophosphate and sodium hydroxide to reduce lead 
are added.) The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency reviews the 
water quality periodically, and the city must be ever vigilant man-
aging the watershed. All activity in the watershed is subject to 
regulations and voluntary programs designed to protect it, which 
costs a lot of money. In fact, the city spends millions of dollars 
each year ($300 million over 10 years, starting in 2007) on out-
reach and education, land management and land acquisition and 
more. The alternative, however, would cost much more. A filtration 
system for the Catskill/Delaware watershed would cost up to $10 
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Sell Your Home Fast And For Top Dollar With The Shun Lu Team

Shun Lu, Ph.D, Re/Max 100
410-440-7738 (C) 
410-730-6100 (O)

Email: ShunLu@ReMax.net | Web: ShunLuTeam.com

Top 1% of Realtors Nationwide 
A Resident of Clarksville

SOLD IN 5 DAYS
8724 Ruppert Ct.,

Ellicott City

SOLD IN 3 DAYS, $21K 
HIGHER THAN FULL PRICE

6805 Creekside Rd., 
Clarksville

SOLD IN 4 DAYS $527,500
8609 Enoch Pratt Dr., 

Ellicott City
RIVER HILL $595,000

7044 Garden Walk, Columbia

SOLD
WALNUT CREEK $1.205M

5007 Crape Myrtle Ct, Ellicott City

CATTAIL OVERLOOK $ 1,099,000
14820 Meriwether Dr.

RIVER HILL $ 479,900
6039 Blue Point Ct., Clarksville

SOLD
FOX CREEK $905,000
12329 Fox Meadow Ln, 

W. Friendship

SOLD IN 4 DAYS
$545,000

The highest sold price 
of River Hill townhomes 

in recent years
6013 Helmsman Way, 

Clarksville

SOLD IN 5 DAYS
RIVER HILL $641,000
6512 Hazel Thicket Ct

UNDER CONTRACT SOLD

billion, plus $1 million a day to operate and maintain. 
Thanks to a clean watershed, New York City residents have re-

alized a huge savings. Other large cities with unfiltered water in-
clude San Francisco, Seattle, Boston and Portland, Oregon. The 
little town of Friendsville in Western Maryland gets its water from 
the Youghiogheny River, also unfiltered. 

River Hill residents get water from Baltimore City, which uses 
rainfall and snowmelt stored in reservoirs and run through filtra-
tion systems. Residents of western Howard County get water from 
wells, and Howard County residents east of Interstate 95 and 
south of Patuxent Range Road get water that runs through filtra-
tion systems at the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission 
in Laurel. 

Healthy watersheds provide many services that aren’t obvious-
ly attached to dollar signs, including filtering and storing water, 
filtering air, storing carbon, forming soil, and providing recreation 
and food. So, consider all the gifts our watershed provides when 
returning the favor over the winter months: 
• Don’t use fertilizer to melt ice on sidewalks and driveways. In 

fact, Maryland law forbids the use of fertilizer for any purpose 
from Nov. 16 through March 1.

• Use deicers sparingly and shovel first. The safest deicer — for 
plants and waterways — is magnesium chloride. The Universi-
ty of Maryland Extension says it works “very fast” and doesn’t 
damage concrete or metal. It is “moderately” harmful to plants, 
but less so than other deicers. It will work at temperatures as 
low as minus 13 degrees Fahrenheit. Sodium chloride (salt), on 
the other hand, works “moderately fast” but pollutes rivers and 
streams, and damages plants, brick, stone, metal and concrete, 
particularly newly poured concrete, and won’t work below 18 
degrees Fahrenheit. 

• Pick up pet waste. Every time. 
• Break the single-use plastic habit. Plastic bags and beverage 

bottles too often end up in our waterways, the stomach of fish 
and other wildlife, and eventually in us. 

Watershed Moment
January: We hope to schedule a community event for recycling 

electronics. Stay-tuned.

Question of the Month
Tell us one thing you are doing to protect our watershed. The 

first five people to post an answer on our Facebook page or via 
email to newsletter@villageofriverhill.org will win a native plant.

Simpson Oaks  
Development Update

At their meeting on November 10, the Howard County Zoning 
Board heard Chesapeake Realty Partners’ (CRP) request to con-
sider the modifications made to the Simpson Oaks development 
plan as “minor.” Per the Community Enhancement Floating (CEF) 
District zoning regulations (Section 121.0 (L)), if the changes are 
“minor” then the developer does not need to re-start the zon-
ing process. Sang Oh, Esquire, represented the developer and in 
conjunction with testimony provided by Robert Vogel, Vogel En-
gineering, presented the modifications made during the Sketch 
Plan review process (S-15-007). Matthew Brenner, Grateful Heart 
Gate, spoke in favor of the amenities being planned to connect the 
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Short on time?
Let us be your extra set of hands!

• Party Support
• Decluttering/Relocating
• Errands & Waiting
• Small Business Support

410-428-6771
www.tsadvantage.com
bev@tsadvantage.com

 Beverly Johnston Lisa Nichols Elaine Masker

community to the Robinson Nature Center. Mavourene Robinson, 
Board Member and Chair of the River Hill Development Commit-
tee, presented the Association’s testimony which:
• acknowledged the Association’s preference for the revised plan;
• stated the community outreach conducted by CRP was ade-

quate;
• requested that the number of overflow parking spaces not be 

reduced and that CRP look for opportunities to expand overflow 
parking as the plan continues to move through the County’s re-
view process;

• asked the developer to retain as many existing, mature, quality 
trees as possible in the open space between Pointers Run and 
the new development; 

• supported the construction of a bikeway along Grace Drive, 
trail along the Middle Patuxent River, and a bridge connection 
to the Robinson Nature Center; 

• reiterated the desire to annex the development into the Village 
of River Hill; and

• expressed the need to maintain the integrity of the CEF-R zon-
ing approval process.
The Zoning Board unanimously (4-0-0) agreed that the chang-

es presented by the developer in the Sketch Plan (S-15-007) are 
“minor.” Therefore, it is not necessary for CRP to re-start the pro-
cess. However, the Zoning Board acknowledged that changes to 
the CEF-R zoning regulations are needed. They noted the need for 
an approval mechanism that does not require that the re-zoning 
process be restarted when plans have been modified but meet the 
County’s requirements and have community support. 

What are the next steps? First, the Sketch Plan needs to be 
signed by the Department of Planning and Zoning (DPZ). Once 

this has occurred, DPZ will determine whether there are sufficient 
housing allocations and the elementary and middle schools are 
open. Following these approvals, the developer will have up to 9 
months to submit a Preliminary Plan. There will be no postings at 
the Preliminary Plan stage, though the community will still be able 
to submit input directly to the developer and DPZ. 

Help Deter Vandalism
 Considering recent crimes of vandalism in the neighborhood 
and nightfall at an earlier hour, please remember that a well-lit 
street can be a deterrent for criminals. Turn on your porch lights 
and ensure that your lamppost is in working order. For streetlight 
outages, “day burners” and/or poles struck or knocked down, 
contact BGE at 1-800-685-0123 or report online at www.bge.com.
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Architectural News

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and rec-
ommendation meetings age generally held at 7:30 p.m. at Clar-
et Hall. The sign-in sheet is available at 7 p.m. and Applications 
are reviewed in the order that applicants sign in. Applicants 
should bring any supplemental documentation, application 
amendments, or additional information that the RAC may have 
requested. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review 
meeting. 

Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior 
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at www.
villageofriverhill.org under Covenants in the menu bar; or at 
Claret Hall.  Agendas are published in the Villager when the 
publication schedule permits. RAC meeting agendas are posted 
at the Village office and on the website.

 Please allow 5-6 weeks for the entire application process. 

RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION & DEADLINE
Submit Application By For Meeting On

November 18 December 7

December 3 December 21

December 16 January 4

December 30 January 18

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline Fridays by 12 Noon

Upcoming Meeting: December 7, 2016

6104 Rippling Tides Terrace Patio, Landscaping
6428 Quiet Night Ride  Tree Removals
6601 Rising Waves Way Walkway
6509 Folded Leaf Square Play Equipment

AC Decisions
November 16, 2016 

Approved
6308 Mellow Twilight Court Deck, Screened Porch, Steps 
6504 Early Lily Row Deck 
6035 Red Clover Lane Tree Removals 

Approved with Condition(s)
12016 Floating Clouds Path Rock Garden 
6527 South Wind Circle Rain Garden

November 2, 2016

Approved
5913 Bright Flow Mews Fence, Tree Removals   

Approved with Condition(s)
6381 Morning Time Lane Deck    
6308 Silvery Star Path Rain Garden  
6509 Ocean Shore Lane Rain Garden 
5892 Indian Summer Drive Deck, Screened Porch, Patio 

Disapproved
6408 Empty Song Road Fence       

Fast Track Approved

6319 Eastern Star Way Tree Removal
6413 Reedy Song Knoll Material Change: Deck
6100 Eternal Ocean Place Motion Light
12236 Summer Sky Path Stain: Fence
6009 Pure Sky Place Tree Removal
5919 Gentle Call Tree Removal
6500 Ranging Hills Gate Tree Removal
6321 Morning Time Lane Tree Removal

Recycling Report Card
As businesses and government collaborate to look for ways to 

maintain a clean environment while remaining fiscally sound the 
report card looks good for recycling and composting in Howard 
County for the year ending 2015.  

Howard County has recycled 37,671 tons, collected 24,992 
tons of yard trim and food scrap composting and 74,647 tons of 
trash at the Alpha Ridge Landfill which is Howard County’s third 
public landfill, and the only public landfill open to accept waste. 

This equates to turning 45% of things that would have gone 
into the landfill before recycling into saving 482,868 trees, or 
130,583,714 Kwh of energy—enough to power 144,932 homes for 
a month—and 12,469,912 gallons of oil, enough to fill 376,077 
cars with gas (EIA.gov). Let’s continue to do our part.
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School NewsWinter Classes in River Hill
Ballroom Dancing (Claret Hall)

M ongoing 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Call 301-498-3267 or email sam@studiodans.com.

Chinese Wushu (Meeting Room)

Sat ongoing 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Call 240-247-7048 or email uscwi@uschinesewushu.com.

Fit for All (Meeting Room)

Tu/Th ongoing 6-7 p.m.
Now registering for winter classes. 
Email kim@beyondbiceps.com.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)

W ongoing 11-11:45 a.m. Ages 0-5 
Th  ongoing 10-10:45 a.m.  Ages 0-5
For information visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com or call 
301-758-0304.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th  ongoing 7:30-8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Triathlean (Claret Hall)

Tu ongoing 7:15-8:15 p.m.
For information call 301-213-9670 or 
email dserpico34@outlook.com.

Yoga (Meeting Room)

W ongoing 6-7 p.m.  beginner
  7-8 p.m.  intermediate
Email CrowderYogaFitness@gmail.com.

Zumba (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 9:30-10:30 a.m.
   6:00-7:00 p.m.
Call 410-245-5900 or email msmarialk@gmail.com to register.

Howard County Public School 
System Selected as ARTsite 
2016 Location

The Howard County Department of Education is the new home 
of “Manolis,” a kinetic sculpture by Baltimore artist Paul Daniel. 
The 14-foot-tall steel and aluminum sculpture will enhance the 
front of the Department of Education through July 2017 as part 
of the Howard County Arts Council’s (HCAC) ARTsites 2016 exhi-
bition.

The school system hosted Paul Daniel and HCAC Executive Di-
rector Coleen West at an ARTsites opening and reception Wednes-
day, November 9, at the Department of Education.

Paul Daniel’s sculptures fascinate viewers through his use 
of nature and wind, light and movement, and can be seen on 
streetscape medians, sculpture gardens, plazas and private resi-
dences.

ARTsites is HCAC’s annual public art initiative featuring sculp-
tures at up to 13 sites throughout Howard County. The yearlong 
outdoor public art exhibit creates visual anchor points and in-
creases community access to the arts. The multisite exhibit also 
serves as a visual celebration of HCAC’s 35-year history of foster-
ing the arts and bringing the arts to community life.

The new kinetic sculpture, “Manolis,” created by Baltimore artist Paul 
Daniel, can be enjoyed at its temporary home in front of the Howard 
County Department of Education.
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School News

Offices in River Hill,
Maple Lawn, and Columbia

Offering the latest in orthodontic 
technology including Invisalign, 
Invisalign Teen, and esthetic 
(clear) braces.

Free initial consultation,
evening hours available.

Orthodontics for Adolescents, Children, and Adults

410-381-1077
www.VanguardSmiles.com Drs. Byron & David Bonebreak, Orthodontists

The Howard County Arts Council is a non-profit organization 
whose mission is to serve the citizens of Howard County by foster-
ing the arts, artists and arts organizations. The Howard County 
Arts Council receives major grants from the Howard County Gov-
ernment and the Maryland State Arts Council, and sustaining an-
nual support from corporate, foundation and individual sponsors.

2017-2018 Academic Calendar 
Planning

The Howard County Public School System (HCPSS) 2017-2018 
Academic Calendar Planning Committee will present two calendar 
recommendations to the Board of Education at the December 15, 
2016 meeting. One recommendation will align with Governor Ho-
gan’s Executive Order to start school after Labor Day and end by 

June 15. The second recommendation will reflect the Board’s April 
2016 decision to begin the school year for staff on August 21, 2017 
and for students on August 28, 2017.

The 2017-2018 Academic Calendar Planning Committee’s 
recommendations will consider how to best support instruction 
within set parameters defined by negotiated agreements, district 
policies, state laws and State Board of Education regulations. The 
academic calendar must include 180 student days and 13 profes-
sional days.

The committee’s work incorporates the survey results from the 
Religious and Cultural Observances – Calendar Impact Survey, 
which looked at the impact of staff and student absences for cul-
tural observances on instruction and effective facility operations. 
Results from the survey, by independent research firm Hanover 
Research, were presented during the September 8, 2016 Board 
meeting. The Academic Calendar Survey Analysis indicated that 
HCPSS parents and staff members highly value the cultural and 
religious diversity of Howard County, and welcome HCPSS policies 
that aim to support equity for all community members.

The 2017-2018 Academic Calendar Planning Committee in-
cludes representation from a broad array of parents, staff and 
community groups, including the Jewish Federation of Howard 
County, the Howard County Muslim Council, the Hindu commu-
nity and the Chinese American Parent Association.

A public hearing on the 2017-2018 academic calendar is 
scheduled for January 26, 2017, with Board action scheduled for 
February 23, 2017.

“Like” River Hill Community 
Association on Facebook! 

www.facebook.com/
RiverHillCommunityAssociation
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AROUND TOWN
Encore Chorale Holiday Concert

Sat., Dec. 10, 7:30 p.m. at Owen Brown Interfaith Center, 7246 
Cradlerock Way, Columbia. The program, co-conducted by Jeanne 
Kelly and Stephen Harouff, will feature holiday and seasonal piec-
es including, And the Glory of the Lord, Irving Berlin’s Christmas, 
Shepherds Pipe Carol, and others. No reservations needed to at-
tend. For more information, visit the Encore website at www.en-
corecreativity.org, or call 301-261-5747. 

Handel’s Messiah
Sun., Dec. 4, 7:30-10:30 p.m. at The Jim Rouse Theatre, 5460 
Trumpeter Rd., Columbia. Georg Frederic Handel’s Messiah holds 
a special place in the hearts of music lovers everywhere. Joining 
the Columbia Pro Cantare chorus and Festival Orchestra under 
the direction of Frances Dawson for this concert will be renowned 
guest soloists Amy Van Roekel, soprano, Mary Ann McCormick, 
mezzo, Charles Reid, tenor, and Lester Lynch, baritone, and Henry 
Lowe, positiv organ. Pre-concert lecture at 6:30 p.m. and post-
concert reception. Tickets: $23, $20 (students and sr. citizens) in 
advance: $2 more at door. Children 5-15: $10. Visit www.procan-
tare.org or call 410-799-9321 or 301-854-0107 to order tickets.

Sensory Santa Event for  
Special Needs Children and Families 

Sun, Dec. 4, 8:30-9:30 a.m., The Mall in Columbia, 10300 Little 
Patuxent Parkway, Columbia. Ho! Ho! Ho! The Howard County 
Autism Society presents a Sensory Friendly visit with Santa. This 
is a great opportunity for families that have children with autism 
and other special needs in our community, and its surrounding 
areas, to create lasting holiday memories in a welcoming environ-
ment prior to The Mall in Columbia opening. For more information 
or to volunteer for this event, please email info@howard-autism.
org or call 410-290-3466. Free.

The Columbia Orchestra:  
Tchaikovsky’s Fourth 

Sat., Dec. 3, 7:30 p.m., The Jim Rouse Theatre, 5460 Trumpeter 
Rd., Columbia. Turmoil in Tchaikovsky’s personal life may have 
been the catalyst that inspired the Fourth Symphony, but the re-
sult is one of the most emotional and uplifting symphonies of all 
time. Returning guest cellist Rachel Young joins the orchestra for 
Osvaldo Golijov’s Azul (“Blue”) whose ravishing melodies are in-
spired by water, sky, and even space travel. $10-$28. For informa-
tion, visit www.columbiaorchestra.org.

A Christmas Carol: A Live Radio Play
Thur., Dec. 8-Sun., Dec. 11, 7:30 p.m. Thur.-Sat. and 3:00 p.m. 
Sun. at Howard Community College, Horowitz Center Studio The-
atre, 10901 Little Patuxent Parkway, Columbia. This Dickens be-
loved classic comes to life, but this time in the form of a vintage 
1940’s radio broadcast, complete with live sound effects. Tickets 
$10-$15. Box office 443-518-1500. For more info, full cast line up, 
etc., visit www.howardcc.edu/artscollective.

Art Drop Off for HoCo Open 2017
Thurs., Jan. 5, 4:30-6:30 p.m. at Howard County Center for the 
Arts, 8510 High Ridge Road, Ellicott City. Artists who live, work, 
or study in Howard County are invited to drop off a single piece of 
artwork for the HoCo Open 2017. This all-hung, salon-style exhib-
it showcases the wealth and diversity of artistic talent in the area. 
Come out and show what you’ve been working on. HoCo 2017 
will be on display from January 13-February 24. Entry forms are 
available at www.hocoarts.org/explore.

Christmas for Kids
Sat., Dec. 17, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. at Christ Lutheran Church, 12570 
Clarksville Pike, Clarksville. Busy parents are invited to drop 
off their children at this free community event. Hear the News 
the Angels Bring is offered to the children of the area, no matter 
their background or affiliation. The event will include a Christ-
mas story, music, special crafts and a snack—and fun. For chil-
dren aged 4 through 8th grade. Space is limited. Pre-registration 
requested using the form found at www.christlutheran.net or by 
calling Audrey at 410-730-5209.
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AROUND TOWN
Pizza with Santa

Sat. Dec. 10, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at 5th District Volunteer Fire De-
partment Engine Bay Area, 5000 Signal Bell Lane, Clarksville. 
Enjoy pizza and cookies with Santa. Ages 6+ are $6; Ages 5 and 
under are free. No pre-registration required. Pay at the door.

Collage Creations:  
Winter Art Workshops for Adults

Mon., Dec. 12 – Thur., Dec. 15, 10 a.m.-noon at Columbia Art 
Center, 6100 Foreland Garth, Columbia. Make the perfect gift this 
holiday season. This series of workshops offers the chance to ex-
plore drawing, painting, and collage. Personalize a black and white 
photograph, decoupage decorative letters for display, collage im-
ages on an abstract painting, and/or make a collaged silhouette 
painting. $25 per session or $85 for all four sessions. Call 410-
730-0075 or visit www.ColumbiaArtCenter.org for details.

Winter Solstice Hike and Campfire
Sat., Dec. 17, 6:30-8 p.m. at Benjamin Banneker Historical Park 
and Museum, 300 Oella Ave, Catonsville. Enjoy a short hike 
through the winter woods followed by a campfire, hot chocolate 
and star gazing if the sky is clear. All ages. $3 members/$5 non-
members/$10 family rate. Advance registration required. Call 
410-887-1081 or contact BannekerMuseum@BaltimoreCoun-
tyMD.gov for details.

Hands on Hanukkah
Sun., Dec. 18, 4-6 p.m. at Owen Brown Community Center, 6800 
Cradlerock Way, Columbia. It’s a Hanukkah event for the whole 
family! Tons of fun, including: Hanukkah Crafts, Dreidel Games, 
Tasty Treats, Hanukkah Book Nook, and more! Certified kosher 
fare is available upon request. FREE and Open to all. RSVP at 
www.templeisaiah.org/online-forms. Sponsored by Temple Isa-
iah, Big Tent Judaism, PJ Library Howard County, and the Owen 
Brown Community Association. For more information contact 
Rabbi Daniel Plotkin at 301-317-1101 or RabbiPlotkin@templei-
saiah.org.

New Exhibit: A River Runs Through It: 
The Floods of Ellicott City

Weekly, Fri.-Sun., 1-5 p.m. at The Museum of Howard County 
History, 8328 Court Avenue, Ellicott City. This new exhibit, which 
was in development prior to the Flood on July 30, 2016, illustrates 
the numerous flood events that have plagued the small historic 
town since its founding, focusing more specifically on the Floods 
of 1868, 1952, 1975 and 2016. This exhibit features images and 
artifacts from the Howard County Historical Society’s collection as 
well as items donated by businesses affected by the 2016 flood. 
The Museum of Howard County History is free and open to the 
public. Call 410-480-3250 or visit www.hchsmd.org for further in-
formation.

 

Save up to 50 % off at 
GNC River Hill from entire 

purchase with this ad
or 

Gold Card customers get 
$10.00 off additional from their 

purchase of $50.00 and up 

River Hill Village Center
6030 Daybreak Circle, Clarksville, 21029

410-531-1426

Holiday Special!
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CLASSIFIEDS

Babysitters
NAME ADDRESS   PHONE NO.
Alyza Berson Swift Current Way 443-812-5742

Mycah Berson Swift Current Way  443-812-5791

Jennifer Bleakney Waving Tree Court 410-531-5391

Paige Cohen   240-470-6158 

Giuliana Del Buono Distant Thunder Trail 410-707-3430 (c)

Kyla Clark Great Star Drive 301-332-0370

Molly Farrell Tall Timber Drive 443-995-7330

Murphy Freal ** Fleets of Time Court 410-935-7145

Abii Gannon White Marble Court 240-383-6527

Natalie Greenlee Indian Summer Drive 240-620-6053

Kelly Long Tall Timber Drive 410-531-3357 

Laura Mason  Shining Stars Lane 410-733-7566

Miranda Mazzella*  White Pebble Path  410-531-7899

Marissa Mazzella** White Pebble Path 410-531-7899 

Alison Orlosky** Autumn Wind Circle 410-531-3934 

Jacob Recht Evening Company Cir. 410-531-5236 (h) 
   410-302-9258 (c)

Hannah Rosen South Wind Circle 410-531-5275

Karenna Sarney Quiet Night Ride 410-531-2492(h) 
(Karenna.sarney@gmail.com) 410-294-4856 (c)

Allison Siil ** Western Star Run 410-531-5624

Caroline Siil ** Western Star Run 410-531-5624

Liana Toy Grateful Heart Gate 443-718-8720

Sarah Winchell River Run 410-531-0135 (h) 
   443-745-7571 (c)

* CPR/First Aid Trained ** CPR/First Aid Certified

Mt. Zion Preschool Registration  
& Open House

Mt. Zion Christian Preschool in Highland offers morning classes 
for children 2-5 years old, including Pre-K. Registration for 2017-
2018 starting soon. Open House on January 4 at 6:30 p.m. Please 
call 301-854-2387 for more information. www.mtzionhighland.
com/preschool.

Tutor
Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder, High Func-
tioning Autism, Advocate; all ages (K-12); specializing in organi-
zational skills, study skills, time management, reading/writing 
process, reading skills, all with application to content material at 
any level. SAT/ACT reading and English areas. Background: Spe-
cial Education Coordinator for school based programs. Howard 
County resident. 301-922-6827 or email InsightsEd@gmail.com.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting  
“Our Passion is Your Pets”

Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, mid-
day, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact: 
www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

MOMS Club of Clarksville
Home with your kids? Looking for support? Come see what the 
MOMS Club of Clarksville is all about at our monthly social. 9:30-
11 the 2nd Wednesday of each month. For more info contact mom-
sclubofclarksvillemd@yahoo.com. www.momsclubofclarksvillemd.
org.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture. Art, Silver, 
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+ yr expe-
rience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic Sav-
age Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Student Essay Contest
K-12 students that are residents of the Village of River Hill  

(living on CA assessed property) are invited to participate in an Essay 
Contest as part of the village’s ongoing 25th Birthday Celebration.

Students are invited to write an essay on the following topic: 

My Favorite Thing About Living in River Hill is…
Artwork is encouraged to accompany entries, but is not required.
For additional details, word limits and age-group categories, 

visit www.villageofriverhill.org. Entries due 2/1.

Want to Learn About Herbs?
Come hear Howard County Master Gardener Kent Phillips present 

information about growing herbs in the ground and also in 
containers. Learn about: optimum harvesting times, methods for 
preserving herbs, pests and diseases and how to combat them.

Tuesday, Jan. 17, 7:30 p.m. at The Meeting Room (6330 Trotter Rd)
Pre-register by calling 410-531-1749. FREE!
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Haunted Hallow’s Eve
There were plenty of tricks and treats at the annual Haunted Hallow’s Eve sponsored by the 
River Hill Community Association and Kimco Realty. Children of all ages and their families 
enjoyed performances by “Illusions by Vick” and everyone’s favorite — the haunted house 
inside Claret Hall.
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