
These volunteers worked hard removing invasive plants from the open space behind the Columbia Gym. Watch for the seasonal flowering natives 
planted in their place. 

Weed Warriors Attack Invasive Plants
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by Elisabeth Hoffman 

“Did this escape from your yard?” 
John McCoy, the Columbia As-
sociation watershed manager, 

asked one of the volunteers as he yanked 
out an English Ivy vine on the banks of the 
large stormwater pond next to the Colum-
bia Gym. 
 The answer was no, but that English 
ivy came from someone’s backyard, where 

it was no doubt planted without knowl-
edge of the damage to native plants from 
this invasive species.
 On a warm Sunday afternoon in late 
October, teens from River Hill High School, 
members of the River Hill Watershed Com-
mittee, and several adult volunteers pulled 
English Ivy and other invasive plants, in-
cluding honeysuckle, mile-a-minute,  au-
tumn olive and Oriental bittersweet. Over

three hours, 
they yanked, 
cut, hauled and 
bagged these 
predators as part 
of a weed warrior 
project organized 
by the Water-
shed Committee, 
Columbia Asso-
ciation, and the 
Middle Patuxent 
Environmental 
Area (MPEA). 

 Then, under the guidance of McCoy, 
Mike Lilly of CA’s Open Space Division, 
and Davey Rogner, MPEA’s  invasive  spe-
cies project manager, volunteers dug holes 
in the often stubbornly hard earth and re-
planted the area with Maryland natives: 
pickerelweed at the water’s edge and then 
Blue Flag iris, hibiscus, Joe-pye weed and 
mistflower. 
 For the most part, the volunteers left 
behind the poison ivy, which Rogner ex-
plained is native to Maryland. Although 
most humans learn at an early age “Leaves 
of three, let it be,” poison ivy provides cover 
and food for wildlife and plays an impor-
tant role in the life cycle of forests.
 On the other hand, honeysuckle, au-
tumn olive, Oriental bittersweet and others 
don’t belong in Maryland and are aggres-
sively taking over and smothering the na-
tive plants best-suited for the animals, 
insects and climate of our area. With no 
natural checks and balances, they spread 
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Claret Hall will be closed 
Wednesday, Dec. 24 through 

Friday, Dec. 26 and will reopen 
on Saturday, Dec. 27 at 9 a.m.



Your real estate expert in River Hill & Howard County
Shun Lu, Ph.D, Realtor®

410-440-7738 (C) 410-730-6100 (O)

Email: ShunLu@ReMax.net
Web: ShunLuRealEstate.com

FEATURED LISTINGS:

Unparallelled service to sell your home quickly for top dollar:
• Thorough market analysis to set a competitive listing 

price
• Professional home staging to make your home more 

appealing
• Discussing the most cost-effective ways to improve your 

property condition and highlight its best features
• Advertising including all major real estate websites, 

bilingual newspapers, professional photography, virtual 
tours, and brochures to expose your property to the 
widest possible buyers

• Representing your best interests in all negotiations
• Personal attention to ensure a rewarding and satisfying 

real estate experience that is convenient, comfortable, 
and exceeds your expectations

ClarksvilleClarksvilleEllicott CityClarksville

For more information on the coming listings or finding homes of your dreams please go to LuRealEstate.com

Top 1% Realtors Nationwide
A Resident of Clarksville

7278 Meadow Wood Way
Under Contract $799,900

ClarksvilleClarksvilleClarksville Clarksville

8751 Stonehouse Dr.
Under Contract $420,000

6054 Signal Flame Court
Beautiful end unit with 4 BRM, 3.5 BA

$499,900
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SOLD!
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6313 Golden Star Place
$815,000

SOLD!
Under 

Contract
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Board Highlights . . .

Board Meeting Schedule

All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River Hill 
Village Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on 
the Friday prior to the meeting. Residents are encour-
aged to attend Resident Speak-Out during each board 
meeting. If you have written material you would like 
the Board to review, please drop it by the village office 
by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved 
minutes are available for review at the village office. 
For additional information, please contact the village 
office.
NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: December 8 and January 
12 at 7 p.m. Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to 
view the Board Meeting Agendas & Minutes. 

THE VILLAGER

Coordinator & Advertising, Maureen Cogan:  

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz

Design/Producation: www.realfreshcreative.com

Village Manager: 
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Covenant Advisor: 
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Facility Coordinator: 
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Communications & Events Coordinator: 
Maureen Cogan, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Administrative Assistant: 
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday 9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.–Noon

Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to: 
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

RIVER HILL BOARD
Choith Atlani (Safety & Development)  ................... choith.atlani@gmail.com
Kathy Chavers (Special Events) ..........................Kathy.Chavers@gmail.com
John Herron ..................................................................... jhh729@gmail.com
Kenny Kan, Chairperson (Financial Matters) ............... kwtkan@hotmail.com
Esti Schabelman, Vice Chair,
    (Safety & Development)  ................................estischabelman@gmail.com
Liyan Zhang, (Development & Open Space) ..........zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Michael Dai (Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Michael Cornell  301-742-2761

River Hill Community 
Association, Inc.

Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029

Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259

website: www.villageofriverhill.org

November 3, 2014

• David and Kristina Elsaesser shared concerns relating to the 
Clarksville-River Hill MD 108 Design Guidelines being devel-
oped by the County.

• Interviewed two candidates for membership on the Board.  
Appointed John Herron to fill the remainder of Melissa Brad-
shaw’s term. The Board will advertise the position vacated by 
Dipper Wettstein and expects to appoint someone in Decem-
ber. 

• Approved the Draft FY14 Audit Report.
• Approved an update on the proposed funeral home for the De-

cember newsletter.
• Minutes Approved:  October 6, 2014.

Upcoming Meeting
December 8 – The Board will meet with Milton Matthews, CA 
President, and Andy Stack, CA Board Member (Owen Brown).



4 • The River Hill Villager • December 2014

Council Corner:

Inflection Points

 Michael Cornell, River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
 Columbia Association Board of Directors 
 cell: 301-742-2761 home: 410-531-9340 
 michaelcornell@comcast.net
The views presented herein represent those of the author only and 
do not necessarily represent those of the River Hill Community Asso-
ciation Board of Directors.

Check out the River Hill Community Association’s 
Facebook page. “Like Us” to get valuable information 
and stay informed about activities happening in 
Columbia. We’re also on Twitter! @ClaretHallMD

Funeral Home Update
 Many residents in the Clarksville-River Hill area are con-
cerned about the building of a large funeral home that is planned 
for MD 108, just south of the intersection with Guilford Road, that 
will use well water and septic. Due to community concerns about 
traffic, safety, and environmental quality, the Association’s Board 
of Directors has been monitoring the plan approval process and 
begun working actively with surrounding neighborhoods to arrive 
at a solution.
 In late October, representatives from the following local 
homeowner’s associations met with Senator Allan Kittleman and 
Delegate Guy Guzzone to identify a course of action: River Hill 
(Esti Schabelman, Vice Chair), Clarks Glen (Brian Snow, Sec-
retary), Clarksville Overlook (Scott Erickson, President), Windy 
Knolls (Sheila Bishoff, President). The communities of Walnut 
Grove, Clarks Glen North, and The Preserve have also expressed 
their concern about the location of the funeral home, and have 
been active participants in the quest for a solution. 
 At the meeting, Mr. Guzzone recommended an environmental 
impact study and the involvement of the State Attorney General’s 
office in order to advise the community on the legal (and possi-
bly regulatory) options still available.   Mr. Kittleman suggested 
mediation between all concerned parties and advocacy with the 
Maryland Department of the Environment to conduct an environ-
mental impact survey, which was not performed prior to granting 
the funeral home zoning approval. Mr. Kittleman also advocated 
for a more transparent zoning process, free from external influ-
ence, and the need for future permitting for all zoning issues to be 
under a strict interpretation of the laws and regulations involved. 
Both gentlemen offered their assistance to the communities.
 If you have any questions or comments about the meeting, 
the funeral home, or the history of the zoning process, please 
email riverhill@villageofriverhill.org or call 410-531-1749.

 The Park in Symphony Woods is one step closer to a reality. 
On November 20, the Howard County Planning Board approved 
the initial phases of the cultural arts park in the woodlands north 
of Merriweather Post Pavilion. Groundbreaking is expected this 
spring with the development of an innovative outdoor amphithe-
ater constructed of lightweight fiberglass, called the Chrysalis, 
as the first of several phases. Development of the second phase, 
consisting of pathways with an elevated boardwalk and extensive 
streambed restoration, will occur simultaneously.
 From a historical perspective, this approval signifies Colum-
bia’s step into to the future which includes a series of new and re- 
development projects and improvements:
• Blandair Park
• Owen Brown Tennis Club House
• Whole Foods at the Lake Front
• Petite Louis at the Lake Front
• Wilde Lake Village Center
• Completion of the pathway loop around Lake Kittamaqundi
• Construction of the Metropolitan by the Mall
• The Haven - CA’s Mind Body and Wellness Center
• The Clubhouse at Hobbits Glen
• Pending development of the Crescent property 
• Enhancements of the pathways and implementation of cy-

cling master plans
More projects are in the queue and will be coming online in the 
next few years. Columbia is evolving! The time it has taken for 
the Park in Symphony Woods to receive the approval of these two 
phases will be seen in retrospect as an inflection point – where our 
community let go of the past and embraced the future.
 While the process has, at times, been contentious and not 
without controversy, I believe Columbia will continue to earn 
its place as one of the best places to live in America and hold 
its standing in urban studies courses as an example of what a 
planned community can be.  
 Detractors will continue to fight individual projects in an ef-
fort to hold onto the past or status quo. Many more will embrace 
our evolution as each new jewel is placed in the crown that is Co-
lumbia. This, indeed, is an exciting time for Columbia as our fu-
ture continues to take shape!
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quickly, reducing biodiversity and altering the landscape drasti-
cally. 
 “The evolution of our ecosystems in River Hill will be deter-
mined by how much regular people get involved to remove in-
vasive plants originating from other continents that do not have 
obvious symbiotic relationships with the birds, animals, and bugs 
originating in Maryland,” Rogner said. “When we remove an inva-
sive plant and replant a native, it’s like cleaning up the pollution 
choking out our home and building a new community center with 
abundant food for all of the birds, bugs, and animals to shelter, 
thrive, and reproduce.” 
 “The weed warrior project was a great way to get teens in-
volved in helping out the community. Hopefully we can get even 
more people involved  in the future,” said Nathalie Eegholm, a 
River Hill High School senior who recruited her peers to work on 
this and other River Hill Watershed Committee projects.
 “Pulling the weeds was a lot of hard work, and so was plant-
ing the native species. But it was a cool experience!” said Kather-
ine Lowe, also a River Hill High senior.
 “Through this experience,  I have impacted my community, 
and I hope to participate in similar projects in the future,” said 
Shireen Khayat, another senior.
 These three teens are members of the National Honor Society. 
Pulling weeds and planting natives along with the students was 
their AP environmental science teacher, Susan Lower. Nathalie 
and Katherine are also members of the school’s Ecology Club.
 Other teens participating were: Raghav Srivastava, Razeen 
Khan, Albert Beninati, Shriya Sharma, Brent Essman, Patrick Mc-

Weeds, from page 1 Namee, Anita Kalluri, Haley Masker, Evangela Shread , and Alicia 
Shread.
 Everyone is looking forward to spring to get a first glimpse of 
the new plants leafing and flowering. And to start yanking more 
invasive plants. 
 Columbia Association and the Middle Patuxent Environmen-
tal Area have weed warrior training and events in spring and fall. 
For more information on weed warriors and watersheds, check 
out the Committee’s website: villageofriverhill.org/watershed/
and Like them on Facebook at www.facebook.com/Watershed-
Committee.

Village Board Seeks Member
 Please join the Association in thanking Dipper Wettstein for 
his service on the Board of Directors. Since his initial election to 
the Board in April 2011, Dipper has been an active contributor to 
the Association and the River Hill community. Dipper was instru-
mental in the formation of the River Hill Watershed Committee, 
served as Chair of the River Hill Garden Center Committee, and 
provided valuable insight on development matters and issues af-
fecting the broader Columbia community. Unfortunately, Dipper 
has decided to step down from the Board of Directors. We wish 
him all the best and know he will continue to be active in the Co-
lumbia community.
 The Board of Directors will fill this vacant position by ap-
pointment and is currently accepting letters of interest from resi-
dents. The term for this position ends April 30, 2016. The Board 
plans to conduct interviews at the December 8 meeting. Letters 
of interest should be submitted by December 5 to the River Hill 
Village Board, 6020 Daybreak Circle, Clarksville, MD 21029 or 
emailed to manager@villageofriverhill.org. Residents interested 
in applying for this position are encouraged to contact a current 
Board Member or the Village Manager to discuss the roles and 
responsibilities and the issues currently facing the community. 
Board members and their contact information can be found at 
www.villageofriverhill.org under the “Board” tab.

Holiday Guide to Giving 
is Here
 Looking for a way to give back this holiday season as a vol-
unteer or as a donor? Look no further than the Volunteer Center 
serving Howard County’s Holiday Guide to Giving 2014, featur-
ing the holiday needs of more than thirty local nonprofit agencies. 
Before you, your family, or your business begin collecting items, 
check the guide to see what is on the wish lists of local agencies. 
Opportunities range from raking leaves, wrapping presents, de-
livering meals, and holiday visits to donating food, gifts, clothing, 
and gift cards. Visit http://ow.ly/E7Vte for the PDF version, and 
please share it with your friends.

Holiday Shopping Tips
 It’s easy to get caught up in the excitement of holiday shop-
ping. Here are 4 tips to help make you a better holiday shopper. 

 Verify the Store’s Return Policy. If you don’t see it post-
ed, ask about the store’s return policy before you make the pur-
chase. Defective goods can always be returned for replacement or 
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refund.
 Be Aware of Restocking Fees. Many electronics are subject 
to restocking fees if the factory sealed box has been opened before 
the item is returned. Keep this in mind when giving electronics as 
gifts. 
 Online Shopping: Stick with Reputable Companies. Only 
web addresses that start with https are secure. Be wary of unso-
licited e-mail offers that look like they are from well-known com-
panies and contain links. Crooks can create “spoof” websites that 
look like the real thing.
 Buying Gift Cards: Weigh the Cost Against the Conve-
nience. Gift cards issued by banks are convenient because they 
can be used wherever credit cards are accepted. You must, how-
ever, pay a fee to purchase bank gift 
cards and inactivity and other service 
fees can be deducted from the card’s 
value. 
 Gift cards from specific retail 
stores have no up-front costs and 
no fees can be deducted for at least 
4 years. But, they can only be used 
at that store and are only good if the 
store remains in business.
 Find these and other tips from the Howard County Office of 
Consumer Affairs at www.howardcountymd.gov/factsheets.htm, 
or call 410-313-6420.

Watershed Tip 

Step Away From the Fertilizer 
 The blackout phase is upon us. The blackout phase for fer-
tilizer, that is. Between November 16 and March 1, Maryland law 
prohibits homeowners from applying fertilizer to lawns. 
 The law, which went into effect last fall, is part of the state’s 
effort to keep excess nutrients, primarily nitrogen and phospho-
rus, out of our waterways. And the key ingredients in fertilizer are 
nitrogen and phosphorus. Lawn fertilizer alone accounts for about 
44 percent of the fertilizer sold in Maryland, state officials say. 
 When it rains, excess nutrients run off yards, golf courses, 
farms, and pavement and end up in our rivers and then the Ches-
apeake Bay. This polluted runoff creates algae blooms in the Bay 
that block sunlight and suck up all the oxygen, creating areas that 
won’t support aquatic or plant life. Dead zones. 
 Fertilizing between mid-November and March 1, when the 
ground is often frozen, is not only illegal — it’s an exercise in futil-
ity that wastes time and money in addition to harming waterways. 
With a few exceptions, Maryland law now prohibits lawn fertiliz-
er products that contain phosphorus. Phosphorus should not be 
added to lawns without a soil test indicating the need, and then 
only when establishing or renovating a lawn.
 Fertilizer should never be used as a deicer either. No matter 
how many times a polar vortex descends. 
 The safest deicer — for plants and waterways — is magne-
sium chloride. The University of Maryland Extension offers this 
information on the common deicers: 
• Magnesium chloride works “very fast” and doesn’t damage 

concrete or metal. It is “moderately” harmful to plants, but 
less so than other deicers. It will work at temperatures as low 
as minus 13 degrees Fahrenheit.

• Calcium chloride works “fast” but damages plants, metal, and 
concrete, particularly newly poured concrete. It should not be 

applied to brick or stone. It works at temperatures as low as 
minus 25 F.

• Sodium chloride (salt) works “moderately” fast but damages 
plants, metal, and concrete, particularly newly poured con-
crete, and won’t work below 18 F. It also should not be applied 
to brick or stone.

• Potassium chloride works more slowly than the other chemi-
cals. It is safe for old concrete and “moderately” harmful for 
plants but won’t work below 25 F.

 During last winter’s extended cold, extension specialist Stan-
ton Gill found that as deicers ran out, some stores moved water 
softener salt to the front of the store to sell for melting ice on side-
walks and driveways. “The benefits of using salt to prevent cars 
from sliding and people slipping cannot be denied,” Gill wrote in 
an article for the Maryland Extension. However, “[t]he salt use also 
has a darker side – it is not beneficial to plant material. Salt’s toxic 
impact on plants has been known since ancient times when it was 
used for biological warfare to destroy an enemy’s fields and crops.”
 Gill recommends calcium magnesium acetate, a salt-free de-
icer that is effective to 0 F. It’s more expensive but does little dam-
age to plants. Other alternatives to deicing chemicals include kitty 
litter (which is mostly clay), sand, or ashes. 

Question of the month: We’re in the middle of long, hard, freez-
ing winter. Another storm is coming. The stores have run out of 
deicer. In a pinch, is it ok to use fertilizer on my walkway and 
driveway? 
 The first five people to send in a correct answer will receive 
a prize. Send answers to: RiverHillWatershed@gmail.com or post 
your answer to the River Hill Watershed Committee Facebook 
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page: www.facebook.com/WatershedCommittee?ref=br_tf.
 The answer will be posted on our Facebook page and website 
once we have some winners. 
Sources: 
http://extension.umd.edu/learn/what-cold-winter-vortex-has-
wrought,
http://extension.umd.edu/learn/melting-ice-safely-fs707

Ballroom Dance the  
Night Away
 Adult Ballroom Dance Classes have come to Claret Hall and 
are being taught by Studio Dans of Fulton, which was named 
“Best place for dance lessons in Howard County” Honorable Men-
tion for the past four years. Ballroom instructors Samantha Red-
man and Robyn Lindsey look forward to teaching classes in the 
beautiful Claret Hall ballroom. 
 Samantha Redman, Managing Director and co-owner of 
Studio Dans, has experience in both International and American 
styles of ballroom dance. Following in the footsteps of Pierre Du-
lain, Samantha developed a “Ballroom for Kids and Teens” pro-
gram that she teaches for the studio and has taught in area public 
and private schools. Since beginning the ballroom program at Stu-
dio Dans in 2006, the children’s program has grown to include 
over 80 ballroom students. 
 Robyn Lindsey, co-owner of Studio Dans, holds a degree 
in Dance Performance and Choreography from Liverpool John 
Moores University in England. She is certified in ISTD Ballroom 
and Latin, holds several training certifications in partner dance, 
and has 5 years of competition experience. She has taught ball-
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room dance in both England and in America for children and 
adults.
 If you have ever wanted to learn to ballroom dance, now is 
the time. The classes are designed for the beginner/intermedi-
ate dancer. Classes will cover the basics of Foxtrot, Rumba. and 
Swing, and you’ll learn small routines for each dance and will 
focus on leading and following. The class will culminate in a su-
pervised “social dance” so students can practice what they have 
learned with a teacher nearby to answer any questions. This 
course is designed to give you enough confidence to go out danc-
ing anywhere and dance with anyone.
 Classes will be held at Claret Hall on Mondays from January 
5 through February 16 (no class 1/19) from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. The 
cost is $75 per person or $140 per couple for the six week session. 
Please email Sam@studiodans.com to register or for more infor-
mation.

RH Resident Hall-of-Famer
 On October 21, in appreciation of her nearly four decades of 
teaching tennis, River Hill resident Shantha Chandra was induct-
ed into the Howard County Community Sports Hall Of Fame. She 
also received a Pam Shriver Award for Outstanding Contribution 
to the Game of Tennis from Maryland District on November 15. 
Congratulations!
 Shantha was introduced to tennis with a wooden racquet at 
the Durham, North Carolina YMCA and fell in love with the sport 
immediately. After six weeks of lessons, she was able to play on 
the Duke University tennis courts. At that time, there were no 
public tennis courts in Durham County Parks and Recreation fa-
cilities. Tennis was a very elite sport, generally only played at ten-
nis and golf clubs so ordinary people did not have an opportunity 

to play. To change this 
while raising her three 
daughters, Shantha 
worked hard to get 
her daughters involved 
and created a doubles 
team to make tennis a 
family activity.
 After years of 
playing with her fam-
ily, Shantha suffered 
an injury that prevent-
ed her from playing 
tennis competitively. 
She then shifted her 
energies to introduc-
ing the sport she loved 
to other children and 
families. She taught in 
Durham for a number 
of years, before mov-
ing to Columbia where 
she teaches for How-
ard County Recreation and Parks and has helped to expand the 
County program to all levels of skill and coached many young peo-
ple who have competed in junior Team Tennis and tournaments. 
As part of the County’s outreach/diversity/and inclusion initia-
tive, Shantha has also been instrumental in bringing tennis pro-
grams to local elementary and middle schools.
 Shantha plans to remain active in the Howard County tennis 
community and is far from done with her efforts to bring tennis 
and sportsmanship to people of all ages and backgrounds.
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School News

Winter Classes in River Hill:
Adult Ballroom Dance Class  (Claret Hall)

M beginning Jan. 5  6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Contact sam@studiodans.com to register.

Boot Camp (Meeting Room)

M/W/F  beginning Dec. 15   5:45 – 7 a.m. 
Contact phbootcamp@gmail.com to register

Easy Method Driving School (Meeting Room)

Tu/Th  5:50 – 9:05 p.m.
Call 410-461-9090 or 1-877-461-9090 or
visit www.easymethoddrivingschool.com.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)

Th ongoing 10 – 10:45 a.m.  Ages 0 – 5
Now registering for late fall and winter classes. For information 
call 301-758-0304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

QiGong (Claret Hall)

Tu ongoing 7 – 8 p.m. 
Call 240-462-9103 for information. Drop in to register.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 7:30 – 8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Yoga Beginners Workshop (Claret Hall)

Wed   ongoing  6 – 7:15 p.m.
Email KerriCooke26@gmail.com to register.

Zumba® (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. and 6 – 7 p.m.
Visit www.maria72.zumba.com or email welcome@msmaria.dk 
to register.

Dr. Foose Named  
Woman to Watch
 Howard County Public School System Superintendent, Dr. 
Rene Foose, was named one of the region’s ‘50 Women to Watch’ 
by the Baltimore Sun. Dr. Foose, who has served as Superinten-
dent since 2012, joins an esteemed list of entrepreneurs, educa-
tors, elected officials, physicians, and athletes.

RHHS Student to Join  
All-American Marching Band
 River Hill High School Senior Saxophonist Shane Mercy will 
join 125 student musicians from around the country this fall 
for an exclusive performance with the U.S. Army All-American 
Marching Band (USAAAMB). The band formally welcomed Shane 
as its latest honorary member during a special recognition event 
held at the school in October.

HCPSS Upgrades News System
 Howard County Public School System is upgrading its HCPSS 
News communication system. Using email and text alerts, the sys-
tem keeps parents/guardians, staff, and community members up 
to date on news and events and delivers real-time information on 
bus schedule changes, weather-related closings, and emergen-
cy information. The upgrade offers increased speed for delivery 
of text message alerts that will support the needs of families and 
community members. Parents/guardians of students will no lon-
ger need to sign up for or manage an HCPSS News account. Uti-
lizing contact information submitted through the Emergency Card 
process, parents and guardians will automatically receive mes-
sages from the district and their child’s school. Parents should 
not re-sign up for email or text alerts. Community members or 
any non-HCPSS parent must sign up to continue to receive 
email messages from the district and/or specific schools. 
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School News

For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

The River Hill Village Center 
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)

Offering the Best Treatments, including

Best Treatments Available
Reasonable Fees
Afternoon & Evening Appointments
Consultations are Free
Excellent Results
Super Smiles

Free Initial Consultation
410-381-1077

To sign up, go to www.hcpss.org/hcpss-news/. For more informa-
tion, email webmaster@hcpss.org or call HCPSS Public Informa-
tion 410-313-6682.

HCPSS Receives Howard 
County Human Rights Award
 Dr. Mark Stout, Howard County Public School System Curric-
ulum Coordinator for Advanced Placement and Secondary Social 
Studies, and the River Hill Cultural Awareness Club are recipients 
of the 2014 Howard County Human Rights Awards. They were 
honored by the County’s Human Rights Commission at a ceremo-
ny on November 13.

HCPSS Named to College 
Board AP Honor Roll
 The College Board announced this week that the Howard 
County Public School System is one of 547 school districts in the 
U.S. and Canada, and one of just two districts in Maryland, se-
lected to be a part of the 5th annual AP District Honor Roll, which 
recognizes school systems that have opened AP classroom doors 

to a significantly broader pool of students, while maintaining or 
improving the percentage of students earning scores of 3 or higher 
over the last two years. See the details at www.hcpss.org/news-
posts/2014/11/hcpss-ap-honor-roll/.

Financial Aid Information 
Night
 High school students and their parents are invited to learn 
about FAFSA applications, finding loans, grants, scholarships, 
and more. The next one is Tuesday, December 16 at 7 p.m. at Res-
ervoir High School, 11550 Scaggsville Road, Fulton.

Learning to Save a Life
 HC DrugFree encourages you to save a life! Learn how you 
can save someone from an Opioid overdose (prescription pain 
medicines such as Percocet or Vicodin and street drugs such as 
heroin) using Naloxone spray. A free training program will be held 
Monday, December 15 at 10 a.m. at the Howard County Health 
Department. Register by calling the Health Department at 410-
313-6202 or email cswec@howardcountymd.gov.
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 The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and 
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at 
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m. 
Applications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign-in. 
Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental docu-
mentation, application amendments, or additional information 
that the RAC has requested.
 Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior 
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret 
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agen-
das are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agen-
das are published in The Villager when the publication schedule 
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review 
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ 
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not 
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision. 
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION
Deadline (Friday) Meeting Date

November 7, 2014 December 3, 2014

November 21, 2014 December 17, 2014

December 26, 2014 January 7, 2015

January 2, 2015 January 21, 2015

January 16, 2015 February 4, 2015

January 30, 2015 February 18, 2015

February 13, 2015 March 4, 2015

February 27, 2015 March 18, 2015

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline Fridays by 12 Noon

Architectural News

Exterior Alteration Applications 
Submitted
December 3, 2014

Meeting Cancelled

December 17, 2014

12029 Floating Clouds Path Portico, Front Door
6008 Winter Grain Path Drainage, Landscape

AC Decisions
November 19, 2014

Pending
6509 Autumn Wind Circle Addition
5800 Silent Sun Place Patio, Retaining Wall, 
  Play Equipment

6316 Last Sunbeam Place Deck, Patio
6407 Morning Time Lane Landscaping, Retaining Wall,
  Driveway
6616 Forest Shade Trail Restyling

November 5, 2014

Approved with Conditions
7140 Morning Light Trail Patio Doors
12124 Shining Stars Lane Color Change: Shutters

October 15, 2014

Approved with Conditions
6650 Autumn Wind Circle   Deck
5805 Wild Orange Gate Walkway, Driveway Expansion

Fast Track Decisions

Approved
6448 Mellow Wine Way Windows
6416 Summer Sunrise Shutter Addition
6317 Last Sunbeam Place Tree Removal
5952 Gentle Call Color Change: Utility Meters
6008 Red Clover Lane Generator
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Architectural News
5813 Wild Orange Gate Tree Removal
5954 Gentle Call Color Change: Utility Meters
6504 Great Drum Circle Solar Panels
12105 Sunlit Water Way Color Change: Front Door,
  Shutters, Trim

Appeal Hearing(s)
December 5, 2014 7:30 pm- Board Room

5733 Whistling Winds Walk Landscape Lighting, 
  Speakers, TV

Holiday Decorations
 Holiday decorations do not require 
an application; however, they must not 
be in operation more than 28 days be-
fore the holiday and must be completely 
removed within 28 days after the holi-
day.

Merry Mulch your Holiday Tree
 Howard County Government wants to remind residents that 
a variety of FREE Christmas tree recycling options are available 
through the Merry Mulch program. Since 1993, the Merry Mulch 
Christmas tree recycling program has kept thousands of trees out 
of the landfill, thus helping to save the environment and reducing 
landfill maintenance. All collected trees are delivered to a compost 
facility and will be recycled into compost and mulch. 
 Curbside Holiday Tree Recycling is available for eastern How-
ard County residents who have curbside yard waste recycling 
service. If you live in this area, you can recycle your tree on your 
normal recycling day from December 26 through the third week 
in January. Trees will not be collected on trash days if you receive 
curbside yard waste collection. If you are unsure if you receive 
yard waste service, call 410-313-6444.

How to Prepare Your Holiday Tree for Recycling
• Remove all tinsel, garland, ornaments, tree stands, plastic 

bags, or any other man-made materials.
• Set your tree out the night before your pick up. Trees are 

picked up by a separate truck, as early as 6 a.m. or as late 
as 7 p.m.
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Other Ways to Dispose of  
Your Tree
Tree Drop-off Sites 

 There are convenient sites around the county where you can 
take your tree to be recycled.

CLARKSVILLE 
Kendall Hardware 
12260 Route 108
River Hill Garden Center 
12165 Route 108

COLUMBIA 
Cedar Lane Park 
5081 Cedar Lane

Grandfather’s Garden Center 
5320 Phelps Luck Drive

ELKRIDGE 
Rockburn Park 
5400 Landing Road

ELLICOTT CITY 
Court House Drive 
parking lot near Court-
house

HIGHLAND 
Schooley Mill Park 
12975 Hall Shop Road

MARRIOTTSVILLE 
Alpha Ridge Landfill 
2350 Marriottsville Road

SAVAGE 
Savage Park 
8400 Fair Street

WOODBINE 
Western Regional Park 
14800 Carrs Mill Road

Alpha Ridge Landfill Residents’ Convenience Center 
 Don’t worry if it’s past the third week in January . . . You can 
still RECYCLE your tree at the landfill Monday through Saturday 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Architectural News
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AROUND TOWN
Parent’s Shopping Day

December 13 is Happy Holi-Day Camp/Parent’s Day Out to Shop 
at the Robinson Nature Center, 6692 Cedar Lane, Columbia. Reg-
ister your kids (6 to 12 years old) for the morning session from 9 
a.m. to noon; the afternoon session from 1 to 4 p.m.; or lunch and 
a movie from noon to 1 p.m. They’ll make homemade holiday gifts 
and enjoy nature presentations while you head out for kid-free 
holiday shopping. $30 per session; $5 to add supervised lunch 
and movie. Call 410-313-0400 to register or get more information.

Nutcracker on Ice
The Columbia Figure Skating Club presents Nutcracker on Ice 
Saturday, December 13 at 5:30 and 7:15 p.m.; Sunday, Decem-
ber 14 at 4:30 and 6 p.m. at the Columbia Ice Rink, 5876 Thunder 
Hill Road, Columbia. Tickets are $13 per person and can be pur-
chased online through www.seatyourself.biz/columbiafsc or from 
the Columbia Ice Rink. Tickets purchased online are available at 
Will Call on the day of the show. Please bring picture ID. Tickets 
purchased online have additional fees for handling and credit card 
processing. Call 410-730-0322 for more information.

It’s A Wonderful Life
Celebrate this joyful season with Arts Collective’s production of 
the play which honors this 1940’s beloved film. Performances are 
at Howard Community College’s Smith Theatre from December 4 

to 14. Thursday, Friday, and Saturday performances are at 8 p.m. 
and Sunday performances are at 3 p.m. Tickets range from $10 to 
$15. Parental guidance is suggested. For more information and to 
purchase tickets, call 443-518-1500 or visit www.howardcc.edu/
artscollective.

HS Exchange Student Info Session
Columbia Association is hosting information sessions on their Sis-
ter Cities Summer 2015 High School Exchange program Thurs-
day, December 4 and Tuesday, January 27 from 7 to 8 p.m. at CA 
Headquarters, 10221 Wincopin Circle, Columbia. Howard County 
high school students can live for two weeks in one of Columbia’s 
Sister Cities: Cergy-Pontoise, France or Tres Cantos, Spain. Appli-
cation due date is February 20, 2015. For more information, call 
410-715-3162 or email International@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Deer Santa
Visit the Robinson Nature Center, 6692 Cedar Lane, Colum-
bia Sunday, December 14 from 2 to 4 p.m. for an all-ages hike 
through the Nature Center’s “reindeer trail” to test your skills 
against those of our four-legged friends. This family-friendly ad-
venture ends with a snack and a seasonal craft indoors and a visit 
by Santa. All children must be accompanied by an adult. $10 per 
child. $5 per adult. Call 410-313-0400 to register or get more in-
formation.

Movie Night
You and the kids can enjoy a night of playing games with friends 
and creating a craft, then top it off with a pizza dinner and movie 
on December 20 from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Columbia Gym, 6151 Day-
long Lane, Clarksville. Ages 4 and up. KidSpace/PPP Mbrs. $10 
per child and $16 per family; PP/Facility Mbrs $12 per child and 
$18 per family; all others $14 per child and $20 per family. Call 
410-531-8984 with questions or to register.

Pizza with Santa
See Santa arrive on a Fire Engine with his merry elf and tell him 
what your wishes are on Saturday, December 13 from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the Fifth District Volunteer Fire Department, 5000 Signal 
Bell Lane, Clarksville (in the engine bay at Ten Oaks Ballroom). 
Tickets are $6 for ages 6 and over and free for ages 5 and under. 
Includes pizza lunch. Contact 410-313-7215 or jfortin@howard-
countymd.gov for more information.

Text to Join!
You can now join Claret Hall’s e-mail list with the 
tap of a few keys on your phone. Find 
out about upcoming events and other 
important neighborhood news. Text 
CLARETHALL to 22828 to get started.
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AROUND TOWN

Bagel Bin & Deli 
410-531-0335

Columbia Bank 
410-531-7000

Everett Jewelers 
410-531-7990

Giant Food 
410-531-7831

Hair Cuttery 
410-531-8052

Ledo Pizza 
443-535-0599

M&T Bank 
410-531-7083

Massage Envy 
410-531-0711

McDonald’s 
410-531-7950

Panda Kitchen 
410-531-7866

River Hill Cleaners 
410-531-7742

River Hill Optical 
410-531-7920

River Hill Sports 
Grille 
410-531-7900

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com

Subway 
410-531-7982

Sunoco 
410-531-7510

Tower Federal Credit Union 
301-497-7000

The UPS Store 
410-531-9861

Vintage Cellars 
410-531-7860

Channel Your Inner Geezer
Are you looking for a career change, but don’t know where to 
begin? Janet Ruck, Certified Job and Career Transition Coach, 
will offer a free 4-part career workshop beginning Wednesday, 
January 14, 2015 from 10 a.m. to noon. Each session will discuss 
a different topic relating to job searching. It is recommended that 
you attend all four sessions: January 14, 21, 28, and February 4. 
All sessions will take place at The Other Barn, 5851 Robert Oli-
ver Place, Columbia. Registration is required at 410-730-4610 or 
events@oaklandmills.org.

Music at the Museum
Enjoy a Celtic Holiday Concert with OCEAN Saturday, December 
20 from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Howard County Historical Society Mu-
seum (HCHSM), 8328 Court Avenue, Ellicott City. Visitors are wel-
come to bring their own bottle of wine to enjoy the evening of the 
concert. If you show your receipt at The Wine Bin in Ellicott City 
you will receive 15% off a bottle of wine. Tickets are $20 and part 
of the proceeds will go to the HCHSM. Call 410-480-3250 or visit 
www.hchsmd.org for more information.

Shopping Day for Parents
Busy parents are invited to bring their children to Christmas for 
Kids at Christ Lutheran Church (on Clarksville Pike/Rte. 108, 
just south of Guilford Road) from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday, De-

cember 13. Christmas for Kids is offered free to the community 
by Christ Lutheran Church, and area children are invited to at-
tend. Parents can take care of their holiday preparations or simply 
catch their breath. The event includes the Christmas story, music, 
crafts, and a snack. For children ages 4 through 8th grade. Pre-
registration is requested at 410-730-5209.

Holiday House Tour
Join the Howard County Historical Society (HCHS) Sunday, De-
cember 14 from 1 to 6:30 p.m. to tour five of the most beautiful 
historic houses in Howard County all decked out in their holi-
day finest. Tickets are $40 for HCHS Members; $50 for Guests 
of HCHS Members; $60 for a Ticket + 1 Individual HCHS Mem-
bership (either new or renewal). For a $10 donation you may also 
enjoy a snack pack. No tickets or snack packs will be sold the 
day of the event. Bus boards at 12:45 p.m. at the Miller Branch 
Library, 9421 Frederick Rd., Ellicott City and leaves promptly at 
1 p.m. Call 410-480-3250 or visit www.hchsmd.org to purchase 
tickets.

Free English Lessons
Help improve your conversational English. Participate in small 
groups with tutors each Wednesday from 10 to 11:30 at the Bain 
Center, 5470 Ruth Keeton Way, Columbia. Call 410-313-7213 for 
more information or to become a volunteer tutor.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting  

“Our Passion is Your Pets”
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, mid-
day, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact: 
www.PetSittinginMd.com; 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture, Art, Silver, 
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+yr expe-
rience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic Sav-
age Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration!
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support includ-
ing Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more. 
Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com 
or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Infant Care
Daycare available for infant care 0-24 months, highly individu-
alized care, nurturing loving environment, references available. 
Contact Sandra at 410-531-3237 or e-mail mssandrasdaycare@
verizon.net. License #132975.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant 
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand 
running, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and 
special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771, 
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Reading Tutor
Reading – K-5th Grade. Certified in Orton Gillingham and Pho-
nographix. Former teacher specializing in students with learning 
differences. Call Ginny Ward at 410-992-1885.

Award Winning Child Care– 
Kids in the Castle

Before and after family child care from PRES and CMS (on the bus 
route). Infant through 12 years. Full and part time, small group, 
flexible hours. Howard County Children’s Services award for ex-
cellence in 2010-2013. License #155756. Call 410-531-8418.

Seeking Garage for Rent
Looking to rent a garage for the winter . . . need a place for a third 
car. River Hill area preferred. Call 443-310-5504 or 443-956-7282 
and ask for Ron or Laura.
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CLASSIFIEDS

Home & Yard Services
Leaf Removal  •  Gutter Cleaning 
Property Clean-up • Weeding
Landscape • Tree • Fence • Deck
Whole house clean-out to sell/rent

 Mike 410-290-9728

Holiday Break Helper
Swimming lessons, babysit, house sit, dog walking...18-year-old 
college student available over holiday break (mid-Dec through 
mid-Jan). Former CA lifeguard & swim instructor and former 
nanny. Call for Grace Briggs at 443-472-0080.

Get Organized for the Holidays
Let Organizers on Call ease your holiday stress! We can get your 
house decorated to impress guests and make room for all the holi-
day gifts that are coming. Call us at 443-878-7957 or visit www.
organizersoncall.com.

Cups & Pups
Now Open! K-9 & Coffee at Tiki’s Playhouse. Off-Leash Dog Play-
ground and Coffee Bar. Organic coffee and teas. Coffee Bar open 
M-F 7 a.m.-3 pm Saturday 7 a.m.-12 p.m. Dog Playground Satur-
days 8 a.m.-12 p.m. 3830 Ten Oaks Road, Glenelg. www.k9and-
coffee.com. Bring your pup and grab a cup! 410-489-7889.

Tutor
Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder, High Func-
tioning Autism; all ages (K-12); specializing in organizational 
skills, study skills, time management, reading/writing process, 
reading skills, all with application to content material at any level. 
SAT/ACT reading and English areas. Background: Special Educa-
tion Coordinator for school based programs. Howard County resi-
dent. 301-922-6827 or e-mail InsightsED@gmail.com.
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