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Stormwater Management Project on Hold
The State Highway Administration (SHA) has been working on a
stormwater management project at the intersection of MD 32, Cedar
Lane, and Grace Drive for at least 6 months. This project (#AX-7665282R)
is part of a larger SHA project occurring at multiple locations. The purpose of the project is to fulfill the goals of the Total Maximum Daily Load
(TMDL) Program as part of the restoration efforts for the Chesapeake
Bay watershed. The local portion of the project includes the enlargement of the pre-existing stormwater management pond and the removal of many trees and a significant amount of dirt. SHA initially expected
the construction of this new facility to take two months. However, issues
arose during construction and it is currently on hold.
SHA’s contractor ran into solid rock as they began to excavate and
expand the original stormwater management facility. This was unanticipated. Based on the borings taken when the construction plan was developed, they expected the underlying rock to be softer, with more sand, A State Highway Administration project to improve the
enabling easier removal. When the contractor began to hit the rock Chesapeake Bay watershed is currently on hold pending
during construction, they tried to dig through it, creating the tall pile of
large boulders now visible on site. However, this approach was unsuc- a project re-design.
cessful, and the project was placed on hold until a revised stormwater management design can be developed.
In the meantime, SHA’s contractors have taken measures
to limit further degradation of the site and maintain the quality of the water running off the site and into the Middle Patuxent
River. Per Roy Fletcher, SHA’s Construction Manager, the meaDave Dalpe is a member of the Board of Directors and the new
sures comply with current environmental regulations. The large,
chairperson of the association’s Traffic and Safety Committee.
corrugated, black plastic pipe is temporarily catching the water
After learning about some of the local development projects and
from the existing stream which enters the property on the westhearing from residents having concerns, he is eager to re-activate
the group. Speeding through River Hill’s neighborhoods, the noise
Continued on Page 7
from MD 32 and the impact it has on the quality of life for residents, and pedestrian and bike accessibility are some of the topThank these businesses who support the
ics that the committee is expected to tackle. The committee will be
responsible for researching the issues, educating residents, and
village through their advertising.
advising the board as it develops the association’s positions on
Columbia Family Eye Care
Molly Maid
transportation and safety matters.
Clarksville Commons
Motive Weight Loss Center
Volunteers are needed to serve on the committee. If you are
Columbia Tree & Lawn
Mr.Handyman
concerned about traffic and safety in the community or have exThe Common Kitchen
Northrop Realty
pertise that you can contribute, then let us know you are interMike Friend Home/Yard Services PCF Management
ested in being a part of the effort. An organizational meeting will
be held on Tuesday, November 19 at 7 p.m. at Claret Hall. ResiHilltop Child Care Center
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
dents who are willing to volunteer on the committee are encourJFK Lawn & Landscape
Eileen Robbins/Long & Foster
aged to attend. Please RSVP to the village manager at manager@
Kimco Realty
Vanguard Orthodontics
villageofriverhill.org or by calling 410-531-1749. Are you interestKumon North America
Westerlund/LeReve Real Estate
ed in helping but unable to come to this first meeting? Please noShun Lu Re/Max 100
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.
tify the village manager and your name and contact information
Bob Lucido Team
Harry Witzke Funeral Home
will be passed along for follow-up.

Association’s Traffic & Safety
Committee Seeks Members

Direct: 443.393.3206 | Office: 410.531.0321 | NorthropRealty.com

HARPERS CHOICE $1,975,000
11536 Manorstone Lane

FULTON $1,800,000
12580 Hall Shop Road

FARSIDE $1,600,000
11661 Farside Road

PINDELL WOODS $1,300,000
7233 Preservation Court

PATUXENT CHASE $1,250,000
11263 Independence Way

CHAPEL WOODS $1,100,000
11766 Chapel Estates Drive

HALL SHOP MANOR $1,100,000
6939 Westcott Place

ELLICOTT CITY $1,100,000
5105 Sheppard Lane

FULTON RIDGE $1,000,000
12115 Fulton Ridge Drive

RIVER HILL $925,000
6621 Forest Shade Trail

CLARKS GLEN NORTH $850,000
12335 Wake Forest Road

Harpers Choice $850,000
11430 Barrow Downs

RIVER HILL $850,000
12000 Floating Clouds Path

MAPLE LAWN $849,000
7643 Midtown Road

RIVER HILL $825,000
6650 Autumn Wind Circle

DUNFARMIN ESTATES $800,000
5405 Jamesway Court

COLUMBIA $700,000
10545 Clarksville Pike

RIVER HILL $600,000
7025 Garden Walk

FIELDSTONE $385,000
5930 Great Star Drive #203

HICKORY RIDGE $285,000
6050 Wild Ginger Court

Visit NorthropRealty.com/OpenHouses to see more of our listings.
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 410-531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday
9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m.–Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.
Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org
Covenant Advisor:
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org
Facility Coordinator:
Eudene Rossi, facilities@villageofriverhill.org
Communications Coordinator:
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Events Coordinator:
Leslie McDermott, events@villageofriverhill.org
Administrative Assistant:
Karissa Psathas, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

RIVER HILL BOARD
Dave Dalpe. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ddalpe1@gmail.com
Harjeet Jandu. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . janduharjeet@icloud.com
Matthew Levine. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  goofylevine@outlook.com
Angela Ling. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . riverhill.sunshine@gmail.com
Tony Miceli, Chair. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . mathman2121@gmail.com
John Wan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . john.h.wan@live.com.
Adam White, Vice Chair . . . . . . . . . . . djadamwhite@gmail.com
Jeffrey Du (Student Committee)

Board Highlights . . .
October 7, 2019
• Representatives from Core States Group shared revised plans
for the JP Morgan Bank and the subdivision of the former Ruby
Tuesday site.
• Interviewed applicants and appointed John Wan to the vacant
position on the Board of Directors. His term will expire April
30, 2021.
• Approved oral and written testimony to the Board of Education
on the Superintendent’s school redistricting plan. Appointed
Angela Ling, a River Hill Board Member, to present the oral testimony pertaining to the Pheasant Ridge neighborhood.
• Minutes Approved: September 9, 2019.

Upcoming Meetings:
November 4
Jennifer White, Horizon Foundation, will give a Complete
Streets presentation. Andy Stack, CA Board Chairperson, will provide an overview of CA’s FY19 accomplishments and FY20 goals.
Megan Williams, Constituent Services Liaison in the Office of the
County Executive, will attend the meeting.

Board Meeting Schedule
All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River Hill Village Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the
Friday prior to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to
attend Resident Speak-Out during each board meeting.
If you have written material you would like the Board to
review, please drop it by the village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved minutes are
available for review at the village office and on the association’s website. For additional information, please contact the village office. (Contact info at left.)
NEXT BOARD MEETING: November 4 and December 2
at 7 p.m. Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view
the Board Meeting Agendas & Minutes.

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Renee DuBois, 443-686-0702 . . . Renee.DuBois@ca-board.org

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com
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Plans to Redevelop Ruby
Tuesday Site Modified

The plans shared on October 7 are available for view online at
www.villageofriverhill.org or in person by contacting the village
manager at 410-531-1749 or manager@villageofriverhill.org.

Revisions to the plan to redevelop the former Ruby Tuesday
site were shared at the association’s October 7 Board of Directors
meeting. Martin Swaggard, Core States Group, on behalf of client
JP Morgan Chase, presented the new site plan. Modifications included the division of the site into two parcels, one for the bank
branch and associated parking and the other retaining the Ruby
Tuesday building with parking. Chase Bank is expected to sell the
restaurant parcel. In response to comments received at their June
3 presentation to the village board, a building entrance and associated ADA compliant connections to the existing sidewalk along
MD 108 had been added to meet the county’s Clarksville Pike
Streetscape Plan and Design Guidelines. Exterior finishes were
also modified to improve the visual connection to the village center. The Board of Directors questioned the use of blue awnings and
signage and recommended that fabric awnings not be used due to
maintenance concerns. The board also discussed the need for ongoing property maintenance.
Next steps: JPMorgan Chase needs to obtain approval from
Kimco Realty and Giant. The project will then be submitted to and
reviewed by Howard Hughes Corporation (HHC). HHC has architectural control in the village center. A community pre-submission meeting must be held prior to the submittal of plans to the
county’s Department of Planning and Zoning. In advance of the
pre-submission meeting, the site will be posted with an announcement of the date and location. The association will also notify residents of this meeting using our various communication tools.
Stay tuned.

Adopt-A-Hydrant Program
In an emergency, every second counts. Fire hydrants that are
blocked, concealed, or difficult to access due to snow, ice or other
obstructions can impede emergency fire response.
Fire engines carry a limited amount of water, so one of the first
tasks upon arriving at a fire is to locate a water supply from the
nearest hydrant. Hydrants covered in snow can be difficult to locate and uncovering them can waste valuable time needed during
the fire fight. Keeping them clear can mean easier access to water
and more time doing what really matters — fighting fire.
Your help is needed! In the event of winter weather, you are encouraged to clear a three-foot area around the hydrant and ensure
there is a path to the roadway, so the hydrant is visible and easily accessible. Exercise caution when clearing around the hydrant.
Be cautious of vehicle traffic nearby. Do not stand in the street
and be careful not to slip and fall out into the roadway.
To participate in the Adopt-A-Hydrant program, simply fill
out and submit an online application. Applications are available
at www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Fire-and-Rescue/
For-The-Community/Adopt-A-Hydrant. After registering, a crew
from the participant’s closest fire station will deliver an “adoption
certificate” identifying their hydrant.
**Important note; fire hydrants are the property of the Howard
County Bureau of Utilities — so please do not paint, personalize or
change the appearance of the fire hydrant. **

Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Fulton Bank
410-531-7000

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

Giant Food
410-531-7831

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

GNC
410-531-1426

Nouvel Nail Spa
443-535-8866

River Hill Sports
Grille
410-531-7900

Tower Federal
Credit Union
301-497-7000

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052

Subway
410-531-7982

Visit our new website
riverhill.shopkimco.com

The UPS Store
410-531-9861
Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860
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Call TODAY at
(410) 440-7738 for a
FREE home evaluation!

A Resident of Clarksville

 Shun Lu, Ph.D. REALTOR®

Unparalleled Quality —
 Every Listing Sold Fast & For Top Dollar

$40k Above Listing Price!
8719 Lake Edge Drive, Laurel

Above Full Price, 6561 Ballymore Ln

AYS
SOLD IN 5 D

River Hill Schools $725,000
6504 Tipperary Court, Clarksville

RIVER HILL $681,000
Above Full Price
12100 Flowing Water Trail

River Hill Schools, $793,500

River Hill Schools $1.36M

12823 Macbeth Farm Ln, Clarksville

WEEK
SOLD IN ONE

K
SOLD IN 1 WEE

AYS!
SOLD IN 5 D

EEKS
SOLD IN 2 W

EEK
SOLD IN 1 W

AYS
SOLD IN 5 D

River Hill Schools $751,500
Above Full Price, 6422 Galway Drive

$716,000 Above Full Price
6533 Ballymore Lane, Clarksville

SOLD

S
SOLD IN 5 DAY

S
SOLD IN 4 DAY

Clarksville $732,500

River Hill $665,000
Above Full Price

River Hill $702,000
Above Full Price

6824 Creekside Road

12112 Flowing Water Trail,
Clarksville

6212 Waving Willow Path,
Clarksville

Why List Your Home with Shun Lu?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A pro-active selling approach.
Attention to details throughout the entire selling process.
Thorough market analysis & careful planning for a highly effective strategy.
Professional home staging at no extra cost to you.
Professional photography & color brochures.
Bilingual online & print advertising including social media campaigns.
Wider networks for real and qualified buyers.
EVERY listing sold fast and for top dollar!

100
Shun Lu, Ph.D, Realtor
410-440-7738 (c)
410.730.6100 (o)
ShunLu@ReMax.net
ShunLuTeam.com

Stormwater, from page 1
ern side of the site, at the base of the hill formed by the MD 32 on
ramp. This temporary pipe drains into the storm drain located on
the opposite side of the enlarged facility, close to the intersection
of Grace Drive and Cedar Lane. To minimize the impact of sediment flowing from the site into the basin and storm drain, all exposed soil has been mulched with straw as required. While this
project is on hold, SHA and their contractors have moved on to do
similar work at other locations. As of the publication date of the
November newsletter, the association has been unable to confirm
whether a new design has been approved and when construction
will re-start.

Newspapers Left on Driveways
and Sidewalks Need Prompt
Removal
Many residents in River Hill subscribe to daily or weekend
newspapers but sometimes free papers such as the Columbia Flier
are delivered as well, without being requested. Often these papers are left out on area driveways and sidewalks for many days
without being picked up by property owners which causes an unsightly appearance, especially if they have gotten wet! If you are
receiving a free paper that is unwanted, please consider taking the
time to discontinue home delivery. A quick call to 888-539-1280
or an email to customersatisfaction@baltsun.com is all it takes to
opt out of receiving the Columbia Flier.

Home & Yard Services
Leaf Removal Gutters
Property Clean-up
Landscape Lawn Mulch Tree
Gutters Paint Roof Wood
Fence Deck Weeding
Whole House Clean-out to Sell/Rent

Call Mike 410-290-9728
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Orthodontics for Adolescents, Children, and Adults
Offering the latest in orthodontic technology including
Invisalign, Invisalign Teen, and esthetic (clear) braces.
Free initial consultation,
evening hours available.

410-381-1077
Located in the Clarksville Commons!
www.VanguardSmiles.com

Dr. Byron Bonebreak, Dr. David Bonebreak and Dr. Anna Muench

8 • The River Hill Villager • November 2019

Tip of the Month

Your Lawn and Garden Will Be
Thankful for This Trick
Raking and bagging is no way to treat leaves. If you think of
leaves as free food for your soil, you’ll no longer want to spend
hours getting rid of them. In fact, some estimates are that the
leaves from one tree are worth about $50 of plant food and humus.
A pound of leaves contains about twice the minerals of the same
amount of manure. That’s fertilizer you don’t have to buy — and
that won’t end up running off in our waterways. Left in place,
chopped-up leaves can help soil hold moisture and nutrients while
also aerating it.
The trick is to mow the leaves into small pieces that will decompose on your lawn during the winter.
“Everybody likes to rake their leaves up. That’s a lot of work,”
says John McCoy, Columbia Association’s watershed manager. “I
want you to consider doing something a little different this year,
doing something that’ll help your lawn, that’ll help us soak up a
little runoff, help us with our slow-the-flow program: Grind your
leaves on the lawn. Organic matter [on the lawn] helps your plants
grow, retains nutrients, and it retains moisture.” Watch John’s
video about mowing leaves at our website, www.villageofriverhill.
org/watershed.
Throughout the fall, use a mulching or regular mower without
a bag. Mow frequently enough so that the leaf cover doesn’t become too thick. Just as in the summer, don’t mow the grass shorter than 3 inches. Rake excess chopped leaves into your vegetable
garden or other planting beds.
If you still have more leaves than you can use, Howard County
Master Gardeners Rake and Take program offers a matchmaking
service of sorts. The Rake and Take coordinator connects those

who want leaves for compost piles or mulch with those who have
too many. For information on that program, contact Master Gardener Pat Hooker at 410-489-4314 or phooker9440@gmail.com.
Note that the leaves cannot contain herbicides or other chemical
residue.
A few key DON’TS about leaves:
• Don’t rake leaves into Open Space. That’s illegal and a nuisance for Columbia Association.
• Don’t rake leaves into the street. Piles of leaves end up clogging
the storm drains, which can cause flooding. Those decaying
leaves soon wash into our streams and rivers, lowering oxygen
levels and suffocating fish and other aquatic life.
• Don’t put leaves in plastic bags. If you don’t want to mow your
leaves in place or participate in Rake and Take, place leaves in
the Green Bin or in large paper bags so they can be picked up
on your recycling day. Howard County no longer accepts leaves
in plastic bags.
Don’t use leaf blowers, which blow around much more than
leaves. These noisy machines blast away topsoil and kick up pesticides, fungi, chemicals, fertilizers, spores (sometimes diseased),
weed seeds and street dirt that can contain oil and gasoline. All
these emissions can worsen asthma, allergies and other chronic
lung ailments. In a 2011 test comparing leaf blowers with a Ford
Raptor high-performance pickup truck, the car-buyer site Edmunds.com found that, “the hydrocarbon emissions from a halfhour of yard work with the two-stroke leaf blower are about the
same as a 3,900-mile drive from Texas to Alaska in a Raptor.”
Also, these leaves too often end up in the street where they will
eventually block storm drains.
This fall, turn your leaves into food for your soil or mulch for
your garden beds. Then head out for a hike.

“Like” Us!

The River Hill
Community Association
is on Facebook.

www.facebook.com/
RiverHillCommunityAssociation
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School News
Classes in River Hill
Bollywood Cardio (Claret Hall)
M ongoing		
7:30-8:30 p.m.
For details and registration, call 301-455-4564 or send an
email to neetu_gupta@hotmail.com.

Chinese Wushu (Meeting Room)
Sat ongoing
10-11:30 a.m.
Call 240-247-7048 or email uscwi@uschinesewushu.com.

GOSU Martial Arts (Meeting Room)
Mon/Wed/Th ongoing
6:15-8:30 p.m.
For information or to register, email GOSUmartialarts@gmail.
com or call 240-678-3854.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
Wed ongoing
10-10:45 a.m.
Th ongoing
10-10:45 a.m.
For information visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com or call
301-758-0304.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
7:30-8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Zumba (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. classes.
Call 410-245-5900 or email msmarialk@gmail.com to register.
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Boundary Review Process for
2020-2021 School Year
HCPSS is in the midst of a systemwide school boundary review
process, which could potentially impact any or all of the 74 comprehensive schools for the 2020-2021 school year. Following a series of public hearings and Board of Education work sessions, the
Board is scheduled to take action on November 21.
The Board of Education will receive written testimony via USPS
mail and email to redistricting@hcpss.org through 4:30 p.m. on
November 19. Testimony should not be sent to individual Board
members or BOE@hcpss.org. It is highly recommended that testimony sent via email be submitted as an attachment. All written
testimony should include your full name(s) and polygon number.

Reycling Stopped in Schools
Due to recent recycling industry restrictions on plastic bags,
the Howard County Public School System (HCPSS) decided to
stop collecting recyclables in their cafeterias. Howard County Recycling is very disappointed in this decision. Good recycling habits are learned through education, repetition and by example. The
school system change of policy began September 3. If you want to
help bring recycling back to school cafeterias, have questions or
concerns, contact HCPSS directly at 410-313-6600. HC Recycles
is always looking for feedback and ideas. Email or call with tips,
questions and thoughts at 410-313-6444 or help@howardcountyrecycles.org.

Clarksville Middle Named 2019
National Blue Ribbon School
The U.S. Department of Education recently recognized Clarksville Middle School as one of 362 National Blue Ribbon Schools for
2019. Clarksville Middle was selected for the Exemplary High Performing Schools category, which honors the state’s highest performing schools as measured by state assessments or nationally
normed tests. Clarksville Middle was also honored as a National Blue Ribbon School in 2006, and with a State’s Blue Ribbon
award for 2018-2019 and 2005-2006.
Clarksville Middle School received a five out of five star rating
from the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) 20172018 School Report Card, which looks at factors such as academic achievement, rate of chronic absenteeism and access to a
well-rounded curriculum. On state tests, 84.5 percent of Clarksville Middle School students scored as proficient or higher in math
and 85.4 percent of students in English Language Arts.
“I’m delighted to celebrate Clarksville Middle School for earning
a second National Blue Ribbon School award,” said Superintendent Michael J. Martirano. “Congratulations to Clarksville Middle’s staff, parents and students on this national recognition of
their work to support student achievement.”
Other Howard County schools earning Blue Ribbon honors in
prior years include Centennial Lane, Clarksville, Manor Woods
and Waterloo elementary schools; Burleigh Manor, Ellicott Mills,

School News
Folly Quarter, Hammond and Lime Kiln middle schools; and River
Hill High School.
The National Blue Ribbon Schools award affirms the hard
work of educators, families and communities in creating safe and
welcoming schools where students master challenging and engaging content. On November 14 and 15, the Department of Education will host 2019 honorees at a ceremony in Washington, D.C.

Maggie J. Brown Spirit of
Columbia Scholarship
The Columbia Association has an annual scholarship program
which offers up to six $2,500* education awards to graduating
high school seniors who exhibit exceptional efforts in providing
community service to benefit Columbia residents and those in the
Columbia area. In order to be eligible, applicants must meet the
following criteria:
• Exhibit exceptional efforts in community service to benefit Columbia residents.
• Be a June 2020 graduating senior from an accredited public,
private, or parochial high school, or home schooled in accordance with COMAR 13A.10.01.
• Reside on assessment paying property or have a parent/guardian who works full-time on or owns CA assessed property.
(Applicants who qualify because a parent/guardian works full-

time on or owns CA Assessed property must submit an Associate Verification Form with their application.)
• Have a cumulative grade point average of C or better (2.00)
• If selected – Submit proof of acceptance to a full-time post-secondary school program (college or technical) and Social Security number before receipt of the award.
The application will not be considered without all necessary
documents. The following documents may be submitted separately by the deadline of March 15, 2020.
• Completed application.
• Two written references from supervisors of the service activities
(at least one from supervisors of the service activities).
• Copy of official high school transcript.
• Associate Verification Form if applicant or parent/guardian
does not reside on CA-assessed property.
For questions or additional information, call 410-715-3161 or
email SpiritofColumbia@ColumbiaAssociation.org.
* Pending approval of CA Board of Directors, February 2020.

Career Academies Information
Sessions
Middle and high school students are invited to attend an information session on the HCPSS Career and Technology Education
(CTE) Career Academies on Wednesday, November 13 or Tuesday,
December 10 from 7-9 p.m. at HCPSS Applications and Research
Laboratory, 10920 Clarksville Pike, Ellicott City. Interested parties
need only attend one session.
Attendees will learn how the CTE Career Academies provide
high school students with opportunities to earn college credit,
scholarships and industry certifications, participate in worksite
and mentorship experiences, and become creative problem solvers
by participating in hands-on project-based learning.
Career Academy programs are offered in more than 20 different career fields, including agricultural science, aerospace engineering, cybersecurity networking, health professions, homeland
security and more. Each program is designed to prepare high
school students to be college and career ready and to meet the demands of the 21st century global economy.
For more information or to request a translator or interpreter,
call the Office of Career and Technology Education at 410-3136629.

November 2019 • The River Hill Villager • 11

Architectural News
RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION & DEADLINE
Submit Application By

For Meeting On

October 11, 2019

November 6, 2019

October 25, 2019

November 20, 2019

November 8, 2019

December 4, 2019

November 22, 2019

December 18, 2019

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

Fridays by 12 Noon

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at
Claret Hall. The sign-in sheet is available at 7 p.m. and applications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign in.
Applicants should bring any supplemental documentation,
application amendments, or additional information that the
RAC may have requested. Residents are encouraged to attend
the RAC review meeting.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior alterations as well as for in-home businesses can be obtained online at www.villageofriverhill.org under Covenants
in the menu bar; or at Claret Hall. Agendas are published
in the Villager when the publication schedule permits. RAC
meeting agendas are posted at the Village office and on the
website.
Please allow 5-6 weeks for the entire application process.

New to the Neighborhood?
We’re Glad You’re Here!
Please come in to Claret Hall to introduce yourself,
pick up a Welcome Packet and small gift. We have
lots of information to help you get acquainted with the
community. Welcome Packets and gifts are for River
Hill CPRA-assessed properties only. Not sure? Call 410531-1749 or visit www.villageofriverhill.org.
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Next Meeting
November 6, 2019
6000 Countless Stars Run
6300 Eastern Star Way
		

Landscape
Tree Removals, Water
Remediation

AC Decisions
October 16, 2019
Approved
5809 Silent Sun Place
		
6425 Quiet Night Ride
6557 River Run
6478 River Run
		
5836 Indian Summer Drive
6408 Glittering Light Lane

Fence Material Change and
Relocation
Front Steps, Walkway
Screened Porch Addition
Landscape, Tree Removal,
Tree Replacement
Tree Removals
Retaining Wall, Drainage

Approved with Condition
6453 Sundown Trail

Trash Enclosure

Disapproved
6308 Angel Rose Court

Play Equipment, Tree Additions

Architectural News
Tabled
6300 Eastern Star Way
		

Tree Removals, Water
Remediation

October 2, 2019
Approved
6649 Autumn Wind Circle

Fence

Tabled
6000 Countless Stars Run

Landscape

FAST TRACK DECISIONS
Approved
6516 Folded Leaf Square
6312 Velvet Path
6316 Velvet Path
6400 Ripe Apple Lane
6404 Grateful Heart Gate
		
6401 Old Romance Row
6604 Towering Oak Path
12125 Sunlit Water Way
6369 Morning Time Lane
6464 South Wind Circle
6493 South Wind Circle

Tree Removal
French Drain
French Drain
Deck: Material Change
Color Change: Front Door
& Shutters
Tree Removal
Tree Removal
Exterior Lighting
Tree Removal
Driveway
Solar Panels

Appeal Decision
October 23, 2019
Disapproved
6428 Fairest Dream Lane

Boat Storage

Covenants and Guidelines –
What They’re All About
The Covenants are a set of legal documents which are binding
for the owner of property in River Hill. The Covenants “run with
the land,” i.e. they also bind future owners. Article XIII Section
13.01 of the Village Covenants states, “After December 31, 2014,
this Declaration may be amended and or terminated in its entirety
by an instrument signed by not less than 67% of the Lot owners.”
The Covenants ensure minimum standards for land use, architectural design, and property maintenance. The Covenants
allow for the operation of the River Hill Community Association,
River Hill Architectural Committee (RHAC), the Resident Architectural Committee (RAC), and generally provide for the architectural
review process. You should have received these documents upon
entering your housing contract, whether you purchased or rented your home from a builder or resident. Similiar covenants exist
in all Columbia villages. Copies of the Covenants may be obtained
from the village office at Claret Hall.

The Architectural Guidelines
The River Hill Architectural Guidelines are based on the River
Hill Village Covenants and Legal Documents and were developed
from other Columbia Village Guidelines. They have been adapted
to the unique situations found on Lots and every effort is made
in the Guidelines and through the review process to promote privacy and individual tastes while at the same time both protecting
the owner’s property rights and avoiding encroachment on or interference with the rights of neighbors to privacy and comfort. The
Guidelines address anything that changes the exterior appearance
of the Lot.
The Guidelines have occasionally been modified over the years.
Guideline evolution and modification is a very public process and
approval of all changes rests with the elected members of the River
Hill Village Board and the Architectural Committee. Every effort is
made by the River Hill Village Board, the RHAC and the RAC to
ensure that the Guidelines are reasonable, appropriate and easy
to apply to your property.

What Requires an Exterior Alteration Application?
The Association has established 62 Architectural Guidelines
that cover exterior alterations and property maintenance for residential properties in the village. These guidelines address the most
common exterior improvements. It is impossible to write guidelines to cover all possible exterior changes. However, if you find no
guideline for your planned change and it will affect the exterior of
your home or yard, you must refer to Guideline 61 and submit a
completed Exterior Alteration Application. Not knowing that approval by the RHAC is needed is not an excuse for neglecting to fill
out an Exterior Alteration Application and submitting it for review.
Any homeowner who makes an exterior alteration without approval is in violation of the Covenants.
Typically, the most forgotten alterations are exterior lighting
changes and additions; outdoor electronics such as speakers,
stereos, and TV’s; vegetable gardens that are not behind the side
sight lines of the house; any garden that exceeds 225 square feet
regardless of placement, landscaping away from the foundation of
the home, permanent deer netting; the use of stones and or rocks;
generators; and dog houses.
During the review process, the RAC and the RHAC take into
consideration factors such as varying lot size, the configuration of
the home on the lot, and topography. The Committees recognize
the unique character of every property and work hard to balance
the needs of the property owner with the intent of the Guidelines
and the impact on neighboring properties, Open Space, and the
streetscape.
The overall purpose of the Architectural Guidelines is to serve
as a guide for homeowners in maintaining and enhancing their
property while maintaining the aesthetics of the Village of River
Hill. Following the architectural review process and adhering to
the Guidelines allows each owner to enjoy the tranquility of their
home and remain in compliance with the Covenants.
The Village of River Hill Architectural Guidelines were updated a few years ago. The Guidelines can be viewed individually online at www.villageofriverhill.org under the Covenants tab or in
the Quick Links sidebar labeled “See the Guidelines.” A full set of
Guidelines may be purchased at Claret Hall for $9.
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AROUND TOWN
Cuisine Class: Discover the
Flavors of Ghana
Fri., Nov. 8, 6:30-9 p.m. at Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle,
Clarksville. Learn to cook the cuisine of Columbia’s sister city
of Tema, Ghana. Chef Sonia Amo-Akonnor of the Hunger Tamer
Restaurant will demonstrate how to cook classic dishes of Ghanaian cuisine. Enjoy dinner and Ghanaian culture following the
demonstration! $60 per person includes demos, printed recipes,
a full dinner and refreshments. Registration required – call Grace
Chang at 410-715-3178 or email Grace.Chang@ColumbiaAssociation.org. This event is presented by Columbia Association’s International Exchange and Multicultural Programs and the River
Hill Community Association.

Time Bank Skill Share Fair and Swap
Sat., Nov. 16, 1-4 p.m. at East Columbia 50+ Center, 6600 Cradlerock Way, Columbia. Connect with the sharing economy and
learn helpful hints for D.I.Y. tasks, swap D.I.Y. items/tools, and
find out how to do simple fixes at the Repair Café hosted by Transition Howard County. Register your broken item(s) at www.
TransitionHoCo.org. Learn more about Time Banking at www.Columbia.timebanks.org or call 410-884-6121.

Harry Potter Day
Sat., Nov. 9, 3-5 p.m. at Clarksville Commons, 12230 Clarksville Pike, Clarksville. Come out in costume to celebrate all things
Harry Potter! Free. More details at www.clarksvillecommons.com.

Mornings with Mommy
Thurs. (1st and 3rd of every month), 10-11 a.m. at Christ Lutheran Church, 12570 Clarksville Pike, Clarksville. November session themes: 11/7 Music and Instruments, 11/21 Harvest Time:
Apples, Corn and Gourds. Join a fun, educational program that
builds bonds between you and your child, and with other moms
in the community. Infants – age 5 are welcome. Each session includes age-appropriate skills and activities that promote early
childhood learning, so kids can play and learn with mom, dad,
grandma, or whoever their caregiver may be. Advance online registration is required. Space is limited! Call 301-854-2100 or visit
www.christlutheran.net.
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AROUND TOWN
Beer, Bourbon and Bags

Holiday Craft Fair

Thurs., Nov. 14, 6-9 p.m. at Tenable Building, 6100 Merriweather Drive, Columbia. Beer, Bourbon and Bags incorporates the hot
trend of beer and bourbon tasting with the popular Power of the
Purse shopping experience for gently-used handbags. Add in live
music, cornhole and other games, a Silent Auction, and mouthwatering appetizers from Cured/18th & 21st and there’s bound to
be something for everyone! Proceeds will be collected by Blossoms
of Hope, a non-profit organization that donates funds to the Claudia Mayer/Tina Broccolino Cancer Resource Center, Gilchrist
Hospice Care, and the Ellicott City Partnership to assist with flood
recovery. Information available at www.blossomsofhope.org. Tickets can be purchased at http://bit.ly/BBandB2019.

Sat., Nov. 9, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at Historic Oakland, 5430 Vantage
Point Rd Columbia. Juried event featuring handmade crafts and
gifts from 50+ vendors including holiday gifts and home decor,
candles, lotions and bath items, handmade clothing and textiles,
beautiful glass, jewelry, paintings and prints, pottery, ceramics,
wood, books, cards, sweet treats and more. Free, but registration
suggested. For more information, please call 410-730-4744.

Mentoring/Tutoring
Volunteer Info Session
Wed., Nov. 6, 1 p.m. at Hawthorn Center, 6175 Sunny Spring, Columbia. A-OK is actively seeking volunteers from all backgrounds
and experiences. Serve as mentors and tutors for preschool, elementary school children, and middle school youth in Howard
County schools and in community programs. Weekday, daytime
hours. Volunteers must be at least 21 years of age. To sign up, call
443-895-2457 or email susan@aokmentor.org.

Rep Stage presents E2
Ongoing through Nov. 17, times vary at Howard Community College, Horowitz Visual and Arts Center, 10901 Little Patuxent
Parkway, Columbia. Power, gender and sexuality collide in Bob
Bartlett’s contemporary reimagining of Christopher Marlowe’s
tale of England’s infamous ineffectual king. Affairs of state that
shocked Renaissance audiences are as close to this moment as
they were in their own. Edward alienates his queen and court
when he elevates his “favourite” to the level of consort. Witness
the newly crowned monarch navigate a love affair that could be
the downfall of his monarchy. Ticket prices vary. Call 443-5181500 or visit www.repstage.org for more information and to purchase tickets.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Junk Hauling, Heavy Lifting, Odd Jobs
We can take items to the dump, move furniture in your home or
office and do other odd jobs. River Hill High School student-athletes. Call Woodie 443-878-8036 or John 301-509-4390.

Landscape Architect for Your Home
Do you need to freshen up your landscape? Landscape plans
available at reasonable prices. Over 35 years of experience as certified Landscape Architect designer. Call Joanne for more information at 410-531-6208.

Reclaim and Repurpose Your Space
Time Saver Advantage Specializes in Decluttering and Organizing.
Our team provides the physical energy, objectivity, and accountability to turn chaos into order. Contact Beverly Johnston: 410428-6771. bev@tsadvantage.com or www.tsadvantage.com.

Help Wanted – Facility Assistant
Looking for a part time assistant to staff our facility on weeknights
and weekends. The candidate should be friendly, helpful, and
committed to ensuring our renters have a pleasant experience.
Must have a flexible schedule. A customer service or sales background is desired. Please email resume to facilities@villageofriverhill.org.
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COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS
Tutor
Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder, High Functioning Autism, Advocate; all ages (K-12); specializing in organizational skills, study skills, time management, reading/writing
process, reading skills, all with application to content material at
any level. SAT/ACT reading and English areas. Background: Special Education Coordinator for school-based programs. Howard
County resident. 301-922-6827 or email InsightsEd@gmail.com.

REMINDER:

Open Space trash cans are NOT to be used for
regular household trash. Please do not place an
entire bag full of trash in those cans!

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting
“Our Passion is Your Pets”
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact:
www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support including Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more.
Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com
or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Stay Connected!
In addition to The Villager, the River Hill Community Association
has a number of ways to keep you updated about the community.
Website: www.villageofriverhill.org
Facebook: River Hill Community Association/Claret Hall
Twitter: @RHCAClarksville
Email List: To sign up, text CLARETHALL to 22828

Snow Shovelers
NAME

ADDRESS		 PHONE NO.

Sydney Ash

Autumn Wind Circle

678-780-9662

Jay Desmarais

Radiant Gleam Way

443-745-4624

Cedar Kennedy

Countless Stars Run

443-805-7581

Woodie Lynott

Early Lilacs Path

443-878-8036

Anna Munro

Morning Time Lane

202-725-5102

Jackson Smith

Red Clover Lane

240-429-9282

Sam & Sean Smole

Autumn Wind Circle

410-290-1507

Tyler Windsor

Floating Clouds Path

410-935-2874

Snow Shovelers Wanted!
Get your name added to the list above by providing your
street address and phone number. Send an email to
riverhill@villageofriverhill.org or call 410-531-1749.
The Snow Shoveler list will be published
The Villager through March.
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NAME

ADDRESS		 PHONE NO.

Sydney Ash **

Autumn Wind Circle

678-780-9662

Alyza Berson

Swift Current Way

443-812-5742

Mycah Berson

Swift Current Way

443-812-5791

Jennifer Bleakney

Waving Tree Court

410-531-5391

Paige Cohen **

Onward Trail

240-470-6158

Aja Cooke

Western Star Run

410-960-0414

Giuliana Del Buono

Distant Thunder Trail

410-707-3430 (c)

Jonathon DiPietro *

Leaves of Grass Court

410-531-1343

Charlotte Farris

Radiant Gleam Way

410-300-7060

Sydney Greenberg

Fairest Dream Lane

667-240-5665

Alma Hagstrom **

Morning Time Lane

667-786-2080

Lina Hassan

Gentle Light Lane

667-231-5605

Lesleigh Hilliard

Rippling Water Walk

443-492-8221

Cedar Kennedy **

Countless Stars Run

443-805-7581

Dani Krause **

Shining Stars Lane

443-812-4641

Erin Lovell *

River Run

301-467-9608

Maddie Lynott

Early Lilacs Path

443-535-8956

Miranda Mazzella *

White Pebble Path

410-531-7899

Anna Munro **		

202-725-5102

Kim Munro *		

202-731-3248

Ethan Peeples••

Great Star Drive

443-574-5259

Samantha Smole**

Autumn Wind Circle

410-963-1051

Evan Spind

Empty Song Road

443-956-8172

* CPR/First Aid Trained

** CPR/First Aid Certified

Boo!

There were plenty of princesses along with
stupendous superheroes, ghastly goblins
and wicked witches at the annual Haunted
Hallow’s Eve. Approximately 480 people
came through the haunted house located
inside Claret Hall. Costumed children and
their families participated in a variety
of crafts and games, and they enjoyed
magic shows by magician Mike Perrello.
Thanks to the Teen Advisory Committee
and all of the volunteers for their help with
organizing, setting up, and cleaning up this
popular event!
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