Breakfast with Santa!
Tickets on sale beginning
November 6. See page 19.
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Pre-submission Meeting Scheduled for
Proposed Retirement Community

T

he Zoning Board held an initial
meeting on October 12 to learn
about the Community Enhancement Floating – Mixed (CEF-M) District
proposed for a continuing care retirement
community (CCRC) in Clarksville. The
developer, Erickson Living Properties II,
LLC, presented their Initial Development
Concept Plan. The Zoning Board and
members of the public had an opportunity to ask questions, raise concerns, voice
opposition, make suggestions, and offer
support. For a summary of comments
made by members of the community, see
page 7. Erickson Living Properties II, LLC
is moving forward to the next step in the
development process and has scheduled
a Pre-submission Community Meeting on
Wednesday, November 8, 2017 at 6:30
p.m. This meeting is open to the public
and will be held at The Gathering Place,
6120 Day Long Lane, Clarksville, Maryland 21029.
The purpose of this Pre-submission
Community Meeting is to provide information to the community regarding the
intent of Erickson Living Properties II, LLC
to file a Zoning Map Amendment Applica-

tion for a change of the
zoning classification for
three Clarksville properties from RC-DEO (Rural
Conservation-Density
Exchange Option) District and B-2 (Business General) District to
CEF-M (Community Enhancement Floating-M)
District in accordance
with the Howard County Zoning Regulations.
The proposed development consists of a continuing care retirement
community composed of
1,200 independent livThe site of the proposed Erickson Living at Limestone Valley
ing units and 240 health
continuing care retirement community is pictured above. The
care units, comprised of
assisted living, memory
Initial Concept Plan is shown on page 9.
care, and skilled nursing
posed to be redeveloped and architecturfacilities, resident accessory spaces and
ally enhanced. Erickson Living Properties
buildings, and accessory uses necessary
II, LLC’s consultants will be available at
for the operation of the community or for
the Pre-submission Community Meeting to
the benefit or convenience of the residents
answer and address any questions or conand their guests. In addition, the existing
cerns the community may have.
Freestate gasoline service station is proThe approximately 62.709 acres of
land, are located at 5450 Sheppard Lane,
Rt. 108, 12170 Clarksville Pike, in ClarksPLEASE THANK OUR ADVERTISERS for supporting the Village of River Hill.
ville, Maryland (p/o Tax Map 28, Parcel
100; Tax Map 34, Parcel 185; and Tax
Burget’s Piano & Guitar Service
Hilltop Child Care Center
PCF Management
Map 35, Parcel 259). General information
Columbia Family Eye Care
JFK Lawn & Landscape
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
regarding this Pre-submission CommuColumbia Tree & Lawn
Kimco Realty
Eileen Robbins / Long & Foster
nity Meeting can be found on the Howard
Mike Friend/Home & Yard Services Kumon North America
Vanguard Orthodontics
County Department of Planning and ZonFrank Giarratano, CPA
Shun Lu Re/Max 100
Worldwide Concrete
ing’s webpage at:
https://data.howardcountymd.gov/
Kevin Gordon, State Farm
Molly Maid
Westerlund / LeReve Real Estate
Search_Plans/Search_Plans_Web.aspx.
Handyman from Heaven
Mr. Handyman
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.

Harold Howard Painting

Northrop Team Real Estate Harry Witzke Funeral Home

Continued on Page 7
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 410-531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday
9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m.–Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.
Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org
Covenant Advisor:
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Board Highlights . . .
October 2, 2017
• Approved Traffic & Safety Committee Charter revisions.
• Agreed to support a refund of the full balance of the Contingency Fund to the village community associations.
• Approved the FY18 1st Quarter Financial Reports and Variance
Analysis.
• Minutes Approved: September 11, 2017.

Board Meeting Schedule
All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River Hill Village
Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior
to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident
Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you have written material you would like the Board to review, please drop it by the
village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved
minutes are available for review at the village office and on the
association’s website. For additional information, please contact
the village office. (Contact info at left.)

NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: November 6 and December 4 at
7 p.m. Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board
Meeting Agendas & Minutes.

Facility Coordinator:
Eudene Rossi, facilities@villageofriverhill.org
Communications Coordinator:
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Events Coordinator:
Leslie McDermott, events@villageofriverhill.org
Administrative Assistant:
riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

RIVER HILL BOARD
Robert Choi ...................................................................croblee@yahoo.com
Renee DuBois ..........................................................................443-686-0702
Tony Miceli .......................................................... mathman2121@gmail.com
Dalia Shlash ............................................................. dalia.shlash@gmail.com
Harjeet Singh Jandu, Vice Chair............................ janduharjeet@icloud.com
Richard Thomas, Chair ........................................richthomas.rh@verizon.net
Liyan Zhang ............................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Yamini Ananth (Student Committee)
Cindy Tian (Student Committee)

“Like” River Hill Community
Association on
Facebook!
www.facebook.com/
RiverHillCommunity
Association

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Chao Wu, superbwu@gmail.com

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com
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Council Corner: We Need to Improve Our System Modeling
In this column, I will briefly present information about two system modeling problems that negatively impact the River Hill community: the Columbia Association’s proposed assessment share
formula for the villages, and the Howard County Public School
System’s (HCPSS) enrollment projections.
Case I: Columbia Association Assessment Share Formula
A CA work team has been analyzing the formula that determines the amount of money that is distributed to each village
association from the assessments paid by Columbia property owners. This Assessment Share forms the foundation for each village’s
income stream, with additional revenue generated by rental of the
village-managed buildings, newsletter advertising, and various
programs and services. As the River Hill Board of Directors was
preparing a response to the CA work team on the revised formula,
there was a debate on how to simplify the formula. CA board members hear complaints that the current formula is too complicated
and a simpler model is needed.
The fallacy is that simplicity results in a better or more accurate model. During the River Hill Board’s discussion of the formula, one example of over simplicity they identified was with the
computation of newsletter printing costs. The proposed formula
uses a flat rate irrespective of the number printed. Thus, the more
properties that receive the newsletter, the greater the assessment
share. However, printing rates vary depending on the volume of
copies with per copy costs decreasing when more copies are printed. A slightly better model will account for varying rates based on
the number printed. The over-simplified approach gives unfair advantage to villages printing more newsletters. Villages with fewer
residences and lower populations, such as River Hill, are negatively impacted. Similarly, other over-simplified assumptions were
used to compute other components of the assessment share formula. As a result, the final recommended formula does not accurately reflect the true expenses of each village.
Case II: School Population Prediction
When Renee Kamen, Manager of Office of School Planning for
HCPSS, attended a recent redistricting forum sponsored by the
River Hill Community Association, she stated the HCPSS student
population prediction model is accurate within 1% error, which
implied the predictions model is very accurate. However, based on
research by River Hill residents, Pointers Run Elementary School
(PRES) consistently enrolls around 10 percent more students than
predicted by the HCPSS model in recent years. So, the overall accuracy of the model masks the populations in some schools. After
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examining the actual enrollment numbers at PRES during 20022012, analysis shows a continuous decline in student population.
However, the student population bounces back very quickly after
that. However, in the HCPSS student projection model, student
population at PRES decreases continuously into 2018. Obviously,
the HCPSS prediction model does not take into account the current enrollment trend at PRES.
In this case, for each individual school, no matter how accurate
the overall prediction is, it does not matter. It only matters when
the model predicts the right student number at the school. If not,
the model fails. The school system needs to find a way to modify,
improve and validate the current student population prediction
model as it is being used to support school redistricting.
I hope this article gives you some idea of how an over-simplified
or inaccurate model can impact our community and the importance of getting the mathematical modeling correct.
Chao Wu, Ph.D.
River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
Email: chaowu2016@gmail.com
Tel: 240-481-9637
website: www.chaowu.org
Disclaimer: This column only represents Dr. Chao Wu’s personal
opinion. It does not represent River Hill Board of Directors nor Columbia Association’s Board.

Symphony of Lights
Symphony of Lights is a time-honored Howard County holiday tradition. Called “must see” and chosen as a Baltimore Sun
“Swift Pick,” this family-oriented spectacular is a dazzling display
of more than 100 larger-than-life animated and stationary holiday
light creations, made up of approximately 300,000 bulbs. During the past 20+ years, nearly 2 million individuals have visited
the lights, and proceeds from the event have raised more than $8
million to benefit Howard County General Hospital: A Member of
Johns Hopkins Medicine.
This year, save time and get a discount by purchasing advance
tickets online at www.hopkinsmedicine.org (search for “lights”).

Drive Through the Lights Display Schedule:
Drive your car through Symphony of Lights and experience
more than 100 larger-than-life light creations, a laser light show
and 3-D holiday video, all set to holiday music.

Military Appreciation Nights
Thursdays, Dec. 7 and 14
Receive $10 off the cost of the drive through admission with
valid military ID. Online ticket purchase not available for Military
Appreciation Nights.

Walk/Run through the Lights Display Schedule:
Dazzle Dash – Symphony of Lights Opening
Sunday, Nov. 19 – Rain or shine
Celebrate the opening of the Symphony of Lights. Bring your
friends and family to walk through the magical outdoor display
of lights. Experience the excitement as the holiday season begins
and enjoy the lighting ceremony, entertainment, giveaways and
activities.
Twinkling Tots

Tuesdays-Fridays, 6:30-10 p.m.
Saturdays-Sundays, 5:30-10 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 4
Take a leisurely walk through Symphony of Lights and see the
dazzling light displays up close with your little ones. Children in
strollers and wagons are welcome.

Holiday Schedule:

Tail Lights

Thanksgiving, Thursday, Nov. 23 – Open
Christmas Eve and Day, Dec. 24 and 25 – Open
New Year’s Eve, Sunday, Dec. 31 – Closed
New Year’s Day, Monday, Jan. 1 – Open

Monday, Dec. 11
Treat yourself and your canine furry friend to a walk through
the Symphony of Lights course — a wonderful way to enjoy the
holiday season with other dog lovers and their dogs. Make this
dog-friendly walk your new holiday tradition!

Nov. 21 – Jan. 1 (Tuesdays-Sundays)

Midnight At 7
Sunday, Dec. 31 – Rain or shine
Back by popular demand! Whether you have little ones or are
looking to get a jump start on celebrating New Year’s Eve, join us
at 7 p.m. to see Howard County dazzle with a fireworks display.
Celebrate with your family and friends as you walk through the
animated light displays and enjoy family-friendly entertainment
as 2017 comes to a close.

Deer Management Program
Schedule
The Howard County Department of Recreation & Parks has
announced its fall/winter schedule for managing the deer population through bow and shotgun managed hunts and sharpshooting. This effort helps maintain a stable, balanced white-tailed deer
population in our parks where deer browsing has been shown to
reduce biodiversity.
Since the program began in 1998, there has been an observable improvement in habitat quality and vegetation abundance
in many of the parks where managed hunting and sharpshooting has taken place. The managed hunt program gives specially
screened and selected hunters daytime access to various parks.
This year’s managed hunts will include a combination of bow and
shotgun, and will take place from dawn until noon. Each park will
be closed for all other uses during this time.
The Middle Patuxent Environmental Area (MPEA) managed
hunt (bow & shotgun) will take place on the following dates: November 10 and 30; January 2 and 30; and February 13 and 27.
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Preventing Identity Theft After
the Death of a Loved One
Identity thieves can strike
even after death. An identity
thief’s use of a deceased person’s Social Security number may create financial and
other problems for family
members, and also victimizes
merchants, banks, and other
businesses.
The Social Security Administration (SSA) maintains
a national file of reported
deaths for the purpose of paying appropriate benefits. The
file contains the following information: Social Security number, name, date of birth, date of
death, state of last known residence, and zip code of last lump
sum payment. The SSA generally receives reports of death from a
family member or a funeral home. Sometimes delays in reporting
can provide time for identity thieves to collect enough personal information to open credit accounts or take other fraudulent actions
using the deceased’s information.
To prevent this from happening, a surviving spouse or other
authorized individual, such as an executor, can notify the credit
bureaus. This will ensure that the deceased’s files are flagged with
a “deceased” notation.
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Notifying the Social Security Administration
In most cases, a funeral director will report the person’s death
to SSA. To ensure the death is reported promptly, a family member can make a report directly to an SSA representative by calling
SSA toll-free, 1-800-772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778), between the
hours of 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. Monday through Friday. For more information, visit www.ssa.gov.

Notifying Credit Bureaus, Creditors and Others
To flag the credit files of a person who is deceased, the surviving spouse or executor needs to notify the three national credit bureaus in writing. The surviving spouse or executor must include
the following specific information along with the alert request: 1) a
copy of death certificate, and 2) proof of executorship or marriage.
Immediately notifying the creditors listed on the credit reports and
other entities that have access to the deceased’s SSN (such as insurance companies, motor vehicle administration, and utilities)
can provide added protection.

What If The Deceased’s Identity Has Been Stolen
Notify the police in the decedent’s jurisdiction with any evidence
of the theft and request a Police ID Theft Report. Provide all affected entities with a copy of the death certificate and police report and
request an immediate investigation.
For more information on identity theft and other consumer topics, visit www.howardcountymd.gov/consumer. To ask questions,
file a complaint or obtain a copy of these tips in an alternative format, contact the Office of Consumer Protection at: 410-313-6420
or consumer@howardcountymd.gov.

Retirement Community, from pg. 1
Members of the community unable to attend this meeting may
direct inquiries or requests to receive meeting minutes and followup correspondence to William E. Erskine, Erickson’s counsel, at
werskine@offitkurman.com, 301-575-0363 (office), or 443-8648844 (after hours).

Community Feedback Given
on Proposed Retirement
Community
At the Zoning Board meeting on October 12, members of the
public shared their views on the proposed Erickson Living at
Limestone Valley retirement community. This meeting was the
first required opportunity for the community to participate in the
formal development process. The impact of the project on traffic along MD 108 was a major concern raised. David Elsaesser, a
River Hill resident, noted that although the concept plan includes
a light on MD 108 at Linden Linthicum Lane and relocation of the
Sheppard Lane intersection, only a single eastbound through lane
is proposed between Linden Linthicum Lane and River Hill High
School. He questioned whether these changes will be adequate to
address congestion and safety in the area. He also questioned the
ability to extend the proposed access road to Auto Drive and the
relationship of this project to the redevelopment of the River Hill
Garden Center property. Eden Weber, another resident of the Vil-

Continued on Page 8

Cla Now
rks
ville Open
Com in
mo
ns

Orthodontics for Adolescents, Children, and Adults
Offering the latest in orthodontic
technology including Invisalign,
Invisalign Teen, and esthetic
(clear) braces.
Free initial consultation,
evening hours available.

Offices in

Clarksville and Maple Lawn

410-381-1077
www.VanguardSmiles.com

Drs. Byron & David Bonebreak, Board Certified Orthodontists
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Community Feedback from pg. 7
lage of River Hill, noted that the Great Star Drive/MD 108 intersection needs to be evaluated as a part of the project.
Several opponents commented that the project will change the
character of the area from a gateway to the more rural western
portion of the County to a “mini city.” They questioned whether
the proposed development fits in the community due to its size,
density, and location adjacent to properties with agricultural
preservation easements. Some community members questioned
whether there are other locations within the existing planned service area that can accommodate the project. They recommended
evaluating these sites before going through the process of amending the County’s General Plan and extending public water and
sewer. Others expressed concerns about the financial impact this
project will have on smaller CCRCs in Howard County and the adequacy of emergency medical and fire services given the projected
increase in population.
There was support for the project and other attendees offered
suggestions for enhancements. Several attendees spoke about the
need for additional residential options for Howard County’s aging
population and cited personal experiences at other Erickson Living communities. Some supporters noted the positive impacts the
proposed project will have, including opportunities for youth employment, housing relatives nearby, and maintaining the County’s
tax base. Other audience members recommended extending the
proposed bike lanes and sidewalks to Chapel Woods, along the
proposed access road, and to the existing commercial area. Renee
DuBois, River Hill Board Member and Development Committee
Chairperson, recommended modifications such as the construc-

tion of a community playground or park to promote interaction
between the residents of the CCRC and the surrounding River
Hill/Clarksville area. Members of the Zoning Board discussed the
concept of establishing covenants that would ensure the property
would revert to its current zoning (RC-DEO) if Erickson was unable to move forward on the project.
To view the Initial Concept Plan presented to the Zoning
Board and Erickson’s petition to amend the general plan, visit:
www.ericksonatlimestone.com/initial-submission-developmentplan.
To view The Howard County Department of Planning and Zoning’s preliminary evaluation of the CEF District proposal visit:
http://cc.howardcountymd.gov/Zoning-Land-Use/Schedule-ofHearings and click on Preliminary Evaluation.

Public Invited to Attend
Pre-Submission Meeting for
Guilford Road Property
Mon., November 6, 6 p.m. at Clarksville Middle School, 6535
Trotter Road, Clarksville. Development Design Consultants, Inc.
(DDC) has announced plans to subdivide the property located at
7079 Guilford Road to create two residential lots. This property
is immediately adjacent to open space and homes in the Pointers
Run neighborhood. The plan proposes to take the existing parcel,
which is 1.15 acres, and subdivide it into 2 lots. Residents unable
to attend the meeting and would like to receive meeting minutes
and follow-up correspondence, please feel free to contact DDC by
calling 410-386-0560 or via e-mail at bcollins@ddcinc.us.

Unparalleled Quality —
 Every Listing Sold Fast & For Top Dollar
G
NEW LISTIN

RIVER HILL
5920 Mystic Ocean Lane
$529,900

YS
SOLD IN 9 DA

YS
SOLD IN 4 DA

YS
SOLD IN 4 DA

YS
SOLD IN 6 DA

RIVER HILL SCHOOLS
6304 River Hill Overlook Dr.
Clarksville. $985,000.

$20k Above Full Price
RIVER HILL
5713 Whistling Winds Walk

$16k Above Full Price
RIVER HILL
5764 Whistling Winds Walk

ABOVE FULL PRICE
6413 Tara PL, Clarksville

YS
SOLD IN 4 DA

YS
SOLD IN 12 DA

YS
SOLD IN 4 DA

YS
SOLD IN 5 DA

YS
SOLD IN 5 DA

RIVER HILL
$15k Above Full Price
6102 White Marble Ct.
Clarksville

CLARKS GLEN $829,900
6572 Ballymore Lane,
Clarksville

CLARKS GLEN
$16,100 Above Full Price
6412 Erin Dr., Clarksville

RIVER HILL SCHOOLS
$16,500 Higher than Full Price
6122 Trotter Ridge Ct., Columbia

RIVER HILL $700,000
$25k Higher Than Full Price
12117 Flowing Water Tr., Clarksville

Shun Lu, Ph.D, Re/Max 100
Top 1% of Realtors Nationwide
A Resident of Clarksville

410-440-7738 (C)
410-730-6100 (O)

Email: ShunLu@ReMax.net | Web: ShunLuTeam.com
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Initial Submission
Development Plan

Visit our new website
riverhill.shopkimco.com

Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052

Nouvel Nail Spa
443-535-8866

Subway
410-531-7982

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Everett Jewelers
410-531-7990

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

Tower Federal Credit Union
301-497-7000

Giant Food
410-531-7831

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

The UPS Store
410-531-9861

GNC
410-531-1426

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

River Hill Sports
Grille
410-531-7900

Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860
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Watershed Tip of the Month

FOG in the Bin,
Not in the Drain
For cooks getting ready to do battle in the kitchen over the holidays, beware the FOG of war. In this case, FOG means Fats, Oils
and Grease, which when poured down the drain can clog pipes—
both at home and in the county’s sewer system.
In the most extreme cases, all that FOG combines with wet
wipes (including so-called flushable ones) and other waste that
doesn’t belong in the drain to form a hideous blob known as a “fatberg” that has clogged sewers in London; Belfast, Ireland; Victoria,
Australia; and even Baltimore. Utility workers, using shovels and
high-pressure hoses, need weeks or even months to break down
these fatbergs. London’s fatberg weighed about 150 tons, or the
size of 11 double-decker buses. Baltimore hasn’t estimated how
big its fatberg was, but officials discovered it while trying to learn
the source for 1.2 million gallons of sewage that had overflowed
into the Jones Falls River during dry weather in September.
Howard County’s Bureau of Utilities has a photo on its website
of a manhole overflowing with sewage because of a blocked pipe. A
small “fatberg” at home can lead to a clogged or broken pipe and a
desperate call to the plumber.
Avoiding these disgusting adventures in plumbing and polluted waterways turns out to be easy:
• Never pour grease or oils down the drain—including in the garbage disposal. In addition, don’t run hot water on the pan to
wash grease down the drain. Instead, pour the warm grease
into a container—preferably one that can’t be recycled, such
as a frozen juice container. Use a flexible spatula to scrape as
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much grease out of the pan as possible and a paper towel to
wipe off the last bits. The bureau recommends freezing the
grease and then tossing the container in the trash when full.
• Never flush wet wipes, diapers or personal hygiene items down
the toilet—even those labeled flushable—as they don’t break
down quickly enough.
Fatbergs—and nasty, dangerous sewer overflows—are completely avoidable if we keep FOG out of the drain and non-flushables out of the toilet.

Watershed Moments
If you are interested in participating in or learning more about
Weed Warriors, lawn-soil testing, the rain garden cost-share program, and other Open Space programs, please email OpenSpace.
ResourceRequest@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Kevin W. Gordon
Agent

5570 Sterret Place Suite 202
Columbia, MD 21044-2649
Bus 443-542-5230
Fax 442-979-7707
www.agentkg.com
kevin@agentkg.com
The best compliment you can give is a referral.

School News
Interim Superintendent
Presents Proposed
Recommendations to Address
School Overcrowding
Howard County Public School System Interim Superintendent
Dr. Michael J. Martirano presented his recommendations to relieve overcrowding in elementary and high schools, open new Elementary School #42 and align feeder patterns in middle schools
at a meeting with the Board of Education on October 3.
The proposal takes into consideration the 2017 Feasibility
Study, two plans submitted by the Attendance Area Committee
and input received from the community, and offers innovative solutions that combine programmatic expansion with redistricting
to reduce overcapacity and address feeder pattern inconsistencies.
There will be no high school redistricting for 2018–19 under
Martirano’s proposal. The next high school redistricting process
will begin during the 2020–21 school year to prepare for opening High School #13 in fall 2022. The recommendations include
JumpStart HCPSS, an initiative to expand dual enrollment options for students at Centennial, Howard and Long Reach high
schools. This expansion will more than double the number of

HCPSS students taking advantage of dual enrollment opportunities, which enable high school students to earn college credits
while attending high school through a partnership with Howard
Community College.
The Interim Superintendent’s proposal includes redistricting
1,922 elementary students to fill Elementary School #42 and bring
37 schools at or below target utilization, providing relief to schools
in Columbia and in the eastern and northern parts of the county. Redistricting at the middle school level is proposed to move
approximately 300 students to align feeder patterns with the realigned elementary attendance areas.
More information, including the report given to the Board of
Education and a one-page document that details the recommendations, is available on the HCPSS website at www.hcpss.org/
school-planning.
The Board will hold the final public hearing on attendance area
adjustment November 7, and is scheduled to take action on November 16.

Physical Education Dept.
Needs Tennis Balls
The Physical Education Department at River Hill High School
is in need of gently used tennis balls. If you would like to donate,
please email Marni Rosenbaum, marni_rosenbaum@hcpss.org.
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School News
Apply for JROTC
Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps (JROTC) programs are
offered at Atholton (Army), Howard (Army) and Oakland Mills (Air
Force) high schools. Each JROTC program provides an introduction to career opportunities in the United States Armed Forces
and teaches principles of leadership, discipline and civic responsibility.
A student who wishes to participate in JROTC but does not attend one of the schools that offers the program may apply for participation. Each school has a limited number of additional spaces
available. To apply for participation for the 2018–2019 school

Classes in River Hill
Adult Ballroom (Claret Hall)
Tu Nov. 7 - Dec. 5 Session II (Foxtrot & Swing) 7:15-8:15 p.m.
To register, email sam@studiodans.com or call 410-446-4685.

Beyond Biceps (Meeting Room)
Tu/Th ongoing
6:15-6:55 p.m.
Sat ongoing
8:15-8:55 a.m.
For information or to register, email kim@beyondbiceps.com.

Chinese Wushu (Meeting Room)
Sat. ongoing
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Sat. ongoing
10:30-11:30 a.m.
Call 240-247-7048 or email uscwi@uschinesewushu.com.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
Wed ongoing
10-10:45 a.m.
Ages 0-5
Th ongoing
10-10:45 a.m.
Ages 0-5
For information visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com or call
301-758-0304.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
7:30-8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Yoga (Meeting Room)
W ongoing
6:15-7:15 p.m.
Email CrowderYogaFitness@gmail.com.

Zumba (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Tu/Th ongoing
6:00-7:00 p.m.
Call 410-245-5900 or email msmarialk@gmail.com to register.
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year, students must contact a JROTC official between November
28, 2017 and January 12, 2018 to schedule an interview. Only
students who are interviewed during this designated period will
be considered for enrollment.
Students who are approved for admission into a JROTC program will be notified by letter by February 5, 2018, and must
make a registration appointment with officials by February 16,
2018.
To schedule an interview, contact the JROTC official for the
program of interest:
• Atholton High School: LTC (USA, Retired) William Reinhart,
Senior Army Instructor, william_reinhart@hcpss.org or (410)
313-7076
• Howard High School: LTC (USA, Retired) Patricia Marshall,
patricia_marshall@hcpss.org or (410) 313-2878
• Oakland Mills High School: Major (USAF, Retired) Roger Gauert, Air Force Instructor, roger_gauert@hcpss.org or (410)
313-6945
An application essay or other pre-interview materials may
be required by each individual JROTC program. Contact your
school counselor for additional information.
More information about the JROTC program is available at
www.hcpss.org.

School News
Annual Tree Sale

Marker Recycling

Atholton High School will have its annual Christmas Tree Sale
on the weekends of Nov. 25-26 and Dec. 2-3. Beautiful Christmas trees will be for sale between the hours of 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
at Atholton High School in the parking lot by the tennis courts.
Trees available: 6’-8’ and 8’-9’ Douglas Firs, and 6’-8’ Fraser Firs.

Getting rid of old school supplies? Want to help the environment? Then don’t throw out your old or broken markers and
caps—bring them to Pointers Run Elementary School to be recycled and turned into energy.
The school has partnered with Crayola and their ColorCycle
program—an amazing program devised to turn used markers into
energy. All around Pointers Run, students and teachers will be collecting used plastic markers [any brand] that are ready to be discarded. The markers will be sent to a facility where they will be
converted into clean fuel. This fuel can be used to power vehicles,
heat homes, cook meals, and more.
Markers can be brought into school at any time throughout the
school year. There will be drop-off boxes in the school. For more information, call the school office at 410-313-7142.

Citrus Fruit Fundraiser
The annual River Hill High School Music Booster Citrus Fruit
Sale fundraiser is going on now through January. Offerings include Texas Pink Grapefruit, Texas Navel Oranges, California
Mandarin Oranges or a mixed box of all three. Order deadlines
and delivery dates are below:
• Order by November 25 for Delivery on December 16.
• Order by December 29 for Delivery on January 20.
These fruit boxes make great holiday gifts! For details on how
to place an order and where/when to pick up your fruit, visit
www.rhhsband.wixsite.com/boosters/citrus-sales or send an
email to fruitRHHS@gmail.com. All profits go directly to the music
program you specify, so please note on your form whether your
purchase should benefit Band, Guitar, Chorus, or Orchestra.

Winter Clothing Drive
Clarksville Elementary School is collecting new or gently worn
coats and other winter gear such as scarves, hats, gloves and mittens for another elementary school in Howard County that is in
need. Items of all sizes are needed—baby, toddler and elementaryaged. A box will be in the lobby of the school for your donations.
The drive will conclude on December 15.

New to the Neighborhood?
We’re Glad You’re Here!
Please come in
to Claret Hall to
introduce yourself,
pick up a Welcome
Packet and small
gift. We have lots of
information to help you get acquainted
with the community.
Welcome Packets and gifts are for River
Hill CPRA-assessed properties only. Not
sure? Call 410-531-1749 or visit www.
villageofriverhill.org for more information.
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Architectural News
RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION & DEADLINE
Submit Application By

For Meeting On

September 20, 2017
Approved
6405 Summer Sunrise
5828 Wild Orange Gate
6300 Mellow Twilight
6325 Morning Time Lane

October 13, 2017

November 1, 2017

October 22, 2017

November 15, 2017

November 17, 2017

December 6, 2017

December 1, 2017

December 20, 2017

December 29, 2017

January 17, 2018

FAST TRACK

January 19, 2018

February 7, 2018

February 2, 2018

February 21, 2018

Approved
6341 Morning Time Lane
6308 Enchanted Key Gate

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

Fridays by 12 Noon

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review
and recommendation meetings age generally held at 7:30
p.m. at Claret Hall. The sign-in sheet is available at 7 p.m.
and Applications are reviewed in the order that applicants
sign in. Applicants should bring any supplemental documentation, application amendments, or additional information that the RAC may have requested. Residents are
encouraged to attend the RAC review meeting.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained
at www.villageofriverhill.org under Covenants in the menu
bar; or at Claret Hall. Agendas are published in the Villager when the publication schedule permits. RAC meeting
agendas are posted at the Village office and on the website.
Please allow 5-6 weeks for the entire application process.

Next RAC Meeting
November 2, 2017
6612 Rising Waves Way		 Shed

AC Decisions
October 18, 2017
Pending
6464 Sundown Trail		 Pool: Part 2
6401 Sundown Trail		 Tree Removals
6417 River Run		 Fence
October 4, 2017
Approved with Condition
6464 Sundown Trail		 Pool: Part 1
Tabled
7157 Morning Light Trail

Basement Walkout
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Play Set
Walkway
Tree Removals
Fence: Picket

Tree Removal
Rain Garden: CA sponsored

Architectural News
6400 Ripe Apple Lane
6020 Ascending Moon Path
6017 Ascending Moon Path
12109 Early Lilacs Path
6437 Fairest Dream Lane
6309 Silvery Star Path
6013 Ascending Moon Path

Tree Removal
Tree Removal
Tree Removal
Exterior Lights
Tree Removal, Tree Replace
Rain Garden: CA sponsored
Tree Removal

Pending
12236 Summer Sky Path
6613 Rising Waves Way
12109 Early Lilacs Path
6407 Morning Time Lane
12168 Linden Linthicum Lane

Shed Location
Rain Garden: CA sponsored
Security Fixtures
Solar Panels
Deck: Material Change

Thanks, with a Grateful Heart
November is the month for Thanksgiving which is a nice time to
say Thank You. Last November we restarted the Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) with all new members. Please give a heart-

felt thank you to our RAC Committee members: Syed Ahmad, Roy
C. Brown II, Lacey Cohen, Thomas Johnson, Gary Sauers, and
Jennifer Zhai. We appreciate all of the owners who’ve cooperated
and gone through the process of submitting Exterior Alteration
Applications for alterations on their properties, so thank you!
To all residents of the Village of River Hill, thank you for keeping your property values up by performing regular maintenance
on your homes and yards. Here are some tips for fall yard maintenance, which is the best time to patch bare or thin spots:
• Remove any dead grass.
• Break up the soil with a garden trowel.
• Add an inch of compost and work it into the soil.
• Add grass seed that’s designed for shade or full sun, whichever is appropriate for your yard. Spread the seed evenly across
the bare patch.
• Use a hard-tooth rake to work the seed into the soil to a depth
of about half an inch.
• Sprinkle grass clippings over the patch to help prevent the soil
from drying out.
• Water the area; you’ll want to keep the patch moist, so lightly
water once a day until the seed germinates and the new grass
gets about one inch tall.
The main thing to remember in the fall is to keep your lawn
free of leaves and other debris. You can use a mulching mower
to break up leaves and add the organic matter to your soil, but be
sure to clean up any clumps so they don’t kill the grass.

Frank J. Giarratano, CPA
4237 Red Bandana Way
Ellicott City, MD 21042
Office: 443 283 2083
FAX: 443 283 1407
Web Site: FJGCPA.com
Email: Frank.Giarratano@FJGCPA.com
Tax Return Preparation

Did you know?
Claret Hall is often the place
where found items get turned in
and people who have lost items
claim them.
If you find something, bring it by.
If you’ve lost something, call us!
410-531-1749.

Personal, business, and trust tax returns prepared. Call for an
appointment. Weekend and evening hours available.

Tax Collection Issues
If you owe tax, penalty and interest to the IRS it is possible to have
the total amount reduced. Call me for a free consultation.

Audit Issues
If the IRS is questioning amounts reported on your tax return do
not discuss the issues with the IRS. Discussing the issues with the
IRS can cost you a substantial amount of money. Call me for a free
consultation.

Credit Cards Accepted

Former Internal Revenue Service Agent
Certified Public Accountant in Maryland and New York
Member: American Institute of Certified Public Accountants
Member: Maryland Association of Certified Public Accountants
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AROUND TOWN
Celebration of Community Veterans

The Zaching Running Festival

Fri., Nov. 10, 12-1 p.m. at Downtown Columbia Lakefront. Show
your appreciation of our community’s veterans at this event featuring comments by Howard County Executive, Allan Kittleman,
Columbia Association President/CEO, Milton Matthews, and
Howard County Veterans Foundation President, Robert Gillette.
The Atholton High School JROTC under the direction of LTC William Reinhart will serve as the color guard with musical prelude
and postlude by The Centennial Brass. There will be performances
by the Columbia Center for Theatrical Arts under the direction of
Toby Orenstein and Larry Friedman along with gift card drawings,
and free hot chocolate and coffee. Rain location is Historic Oakland Manor. Visit www.columbiaassociation.org for more details.

Sat., Nov. 18, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at Turf Valley Towne Square,
11075 Resort Road, Ellicott City. The Zaching Against Cancer
Foundation will host its 4th annual Zaching Running Festival.
This family-friendly event will feature three courses—a 10K, 5K
and 1-Mile Family Fun Walk. Each course will run through the
beautiful Turf Valley Resort Golf Course. In addition, the Zaching
Running Festival will have a post-race party, featuring great food
including oysters, brick oven pizza, Bloody Marys, beer and the
Dixon Ulmer band. For more information and registration, visit
www.zachingagainstcancer.org.

Holiday Greens Workshop

Thurs, Nov. 16, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at Columbia Art Center, 6100
Foreland Garth, Columbia. Paint like the masters! Learn the techniques that will improve your painting and drawing skills. Explore methods used over the centuries and receive an overview of
the Golden Mean and other tricks of the trade. Use of color, line,
shape, atmosphere and more will be explored in the class. The
class includes instructional presentation, examples and time to
paint. One session. $65 for Columbia residents/$75 for non-residents. For more information, call 410-730-0075, email Art.Staff@
ColumbiaAssociation.org or visit www.ColumbiaArtCenter.org.

Fri., Dec. 1, 7-9 p.m. at Stonehouse, Long Reach Village Center,
8775 Cloudleap Court, Columbia. Eat, drink, and get creative at
this ladies night out – holiday edition. Led by a master gardener
and floral expert, attendees will make a winter centerpiece, bringing the beauty of the outside in. Wine, snacks and supplies will be
provided. Must be 21 or older to attend. $30 per person. Additional information available by calling 410-730-8113 or at info@longreach.org. Register at www.longreach.org.
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Design Secrets for Painting and Drawing

AROUND TOWN
Tree for Troops & Veterans
Lighting Ceremony
Thurs., Nov. 16, 7:30 p.m. in front of Kendall Hardware, 12260
Clarksville Pike, Clarksville. Join the lighting ceremony for the
annual Tree for the Troops and Veterans that honors veterans
and troops. The Ellicott City VFW will perform the ceremony. The
tree is decorated with yellow ribbons with the names of veterans
and troops written on them and laminated patches, pins, and
stickers. If you would like to add a decoration to the tree or have
a name put on a yellow ribbon, contact Ann Parlette at 301-4667460. Laminated patches and stickers are accepted and can be
dropped off at Kendall Hardware.

Autumn Olive Extermination
Tues., Nov. 28, 9-11:30 a.m. at Middle Patuxent Environmental
Area, South Wind Circle Trailhead, Clarksville. Staff and volunteers at the MPEA have been fighting this invasive since the park
opened. Continue to help rid the MPEA of this woody pest. In addition to the olive cutting, volunteers will be removing invasive
Japanese barberry wherever found. Repeat efforts by volunteers
have resulted in terrific visible progress at this site meaning that
each year more natives can be planted in place of the invasives.
For information, contact Jeff Claffy, Assistant Natural Resources
Manager, MPEA, 410-313-6209 or jclaffy@howardcountymd.gov.

Piano Chamber Recital and Dedication
Fri., Nov. 10, 7:30 p.m. at St. Louis Church, 12500 Clarksville
Pike, Clarksville. St. Louis Church’s Artist Series of chamber recitals continues with a free program open to the public. The event
features Polish pianist Martin Labazevich in an all-Russian music
program of Scriabin, Medtner and Mussorgsky’s “Pictures at an
Exhibition.” Labazevich will play on a piano donated by a generous Parish patron. For more information about the performance
or details of the Concert Series’ monthly programs, see www.
stlconcertseries.org or call 443-535-1691.

Holiday Craft Shop
Sun., Nov. 19, 2-5 p.m. at The Hawthorn Center, 6175 Sunny
Spring, Columbia. The Village of Hickory Ridge will hold its annual Holiday Craft Shop. This is a wonderful opportunity to find
unique, handcrafted gifts for your family and friends. Bring a
hostess gift to Thanksgiving dinner! Find one-of-a-kind jewelry
and scarves for the woman who has everything! Offerings include
jewelry, scarves, photography, textiles, candies, cookies, woodcrafts, and more. All items are reasonably-priced and handmade
by local artists. Admission is free. The event will host over 25 individual crafters and artists. Interested in selling your handmade
items? Call the village office at 410-730-7327 to find out more.

Country Breakfast
Sun., Nov. 12, 8 a.m.-noon, Ten Oaks Ballroom, 5000 Signal Bell
Lane, Clarksville. Support the 5th District Volunteer Fire Department by attending one of their famous Country Breakfasts. Tickets are $9 for Adults, $8 for Seniors (55+), $5 for Children (age
5-10), and free for kids under age 5. Purchase at the door.

Pizza with Santa
Sat., Dec. 9, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at 5th District Volunteer Fire Department, Engine Bay Area, 5000 Signal Bell Lane, Clarksville.
Can’t make it to River Hill Community Association’s Breakfast
with Santa? Enjoy pizza with Santa instead that same day! $6 for
ages 6 and up, free for kids age 5 and under. No registration required.

Harold Howard’s Painting Service
Bonded and Insured

Painting, Drywall, Floors
Wallpaper, and Carpenty
Over 30 Years in Business
MHIC
#47783

410-218-6261

www.howardpaintingmd.net
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COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS
PT Nanny Needed Weekday Evenings

Antiques and Estates Wanted!

Position to open in Clarksville, MD. Monday to Thursday, 6 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. Nannying and light housekeeping for 2 children. We use
the care.com payroll service. Please contact ms.kiju@gmail.com.

Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture. Art, Silver,
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+ yr experience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic
Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand running, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771,
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting
“Our Passion is Your Pets”
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact:
www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Part-Time Nanny Available
Experienced, mature, and caring nanny available to care for your
children before and after school. Will transport, help with homework and meal preparation, and provide nurturing care and supervision. Call Panu: 443-285-9452, or email: panuvora@yahoo.
com.

Tutor/Educational Consultant
Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder, High Functioning Autism, Advocate; all ages (K-12); specializing in organizational skills, study skills, time management, reading/writing
process, reading skills, all with application to content material at
any level. SAT/ACT reading and English areas. Background: Special Education Coordinator for school based programs. Howard
County resident. 301-922-6827 or email InsightsEd@gmail.com.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration

NAME

ADDRESS		 PHONE NO.

Alyza Berson

Swift Current Way

443-812-5742

Mycah Berson

Swift Current Way

443-812-5791

Jennifer Bleakney

Waving Tree Court

410-531-5391

Paige Cohen 		

240-470-6158

Giuliana Del Buono

Distant Thunder Trail

410-707-3430 (c)

Jonathon DiPietro*

Leaves of Grass Court

410-531-1343

Kyla Clark

Great Star Drive

301-332-0370

Molly Farrell

Tall Timber Drive

443-995-7330

Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support including Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more.
Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com
or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Murphy Freal **

Fleets of Time Court

410-935-7145

Abii Gannon

White Marble Court

240-383-6527

Casey Greenberg

Fairest Dream Lane

410-531-0331

Classifieds Only $10 for Residents

Cedar Kennedy**

Countless Stars Run

443-805-7581

For 35 words. $1 per additional word. Bring your ad to
Claret Hall by the 15th of the month preceding the issue.

Dani Krause **

Shining Stars Lane

443-812-4641

Kelly Long

Tall Timber Drive

410-531-3357

Home & Yard Services

Maddie Lynott

Early Lilacs Path

443-535-8956

Laura Mason

Shining Stars Lane

410-733-7566

Miranda Mazzella*

White Pebble Path

410-531-7899

Marissa Mazzella**

White Pebble Path

410-531-7899

Leaf Removal Gutters
Property Clean-up
Landscape Lawn Mulch Tree
Gutters Paint Roof Wood
Fence Deck Weeding
Whole House Clean-out to Sell/Rent
Call Mike 410-290-9728
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Jacob Recht
Evening Company Cir.
			

410-531-5236 (h)
410-302-9258 (c)

Allison Siil **

Western Star Run

410-531-5624

Liana Toy

Grateful Heart Gate

443-718-8720

Sarah Winchell
River Run
			
* CPR/First Aid Trained

** CPR/First Aid Certified

410-531-0135 (h)
443-745-7571 (c)
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