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More Change for Clarksville

Meeting to Present Plans for River Hill Square
Security Development Corporation
(SDC) Properties revealed its plans to redevelop the River Hill Garden Center property, as part of a joint venture with the
current owner, at a pre-submission community meeting held in October. Steve
Breeden, SDC, will present the concept
plans to the Association’s Board of Directors at their meeting on November 7. This
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meeting will begin at
6:30 p.m. Members of
the community are encouraged to attend. To
view the meeting agenda visit: www.villageofriverhill.org/board.
SDC Properties
currently owns Clarksville Square, the retail
center that includes
Roots Market and PNC
Bank. The concept
plan presented in October depicted two “L”
shaped buildings, totaling 40,000 square
feet of commercial
space, replacing the
River Hill Garden Center re-development will be the first project to
existing Garden Center buildings. At the
require the County’s Design Advisory Panel review under the
pre-submission meetClarksville Streetscape Plan and Design Guidelines (2016).
ing, Mr. Breeden
indicated they are in
to address the existing traffic and safediscussions with the United States Postal
ty issues including the Linden LinthiService about re-opening the Clarksville
cum Lane intersection;
Post Office on the site. Additional uses
• preferences for a perpendicular interthe developer is anticipating include a
section at Sheppard Lane;
10,000 square foot food-related business,
• noises, lights, and odors impacting the
a quality sit-down restaurant with outdoor
surrounding properties and homes in
seating, possibly a bank, and smaller rethe vicinity; and
tailers such as coffee and gift shops. The
• compatibility with the Clarksville
plan also showed modifications to the inStreetscape Plan and Design Guidetersection of MD 108 to include creation
lines approved by the County.
and lengthening of turn lanes and an enThe Association plans to provide input
trance/exit to the property at Sheppard
to the County’s Design Advisory Panel as
Lane. Also shown were the conversion
well as the Subdivision Review Commitof the existing entrance/exit to right-in/
tee during the review process and wants to
right-out and the inclusion of a pedestrihear what members of the River Hill coman/bike way.
munity think. Please plan to attend the
During the October meeting, members
November 7 meeting or share your views
of the community expressed a variety of
with the Board via email by following the
concerns, including:
link at www.villageofriverhill.org/board/
• the ability of the traffic-related changes
board-of-directors/.
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday
9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m.–Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.
Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org
Covenant Advisor:
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org
Facility Coordinator:
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org
Communications & Events Coordinator:
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Administrative Assistant:
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

RIVER HILL BOARD
Robert Choi ...................................................................croblee@yahoo.com
Michael Cornell, Chair............................................................. 301-742-2761
Harjeet Singh Jandu............................................... janduharjeet@icloud.com
Mavourene Robinson........................................ succexecutives@gmail.com
Richard Thomas, Vice Chair ................................richthomas.rh@verizon.net
Jason Zagnit .................................................................... jzagnit@gmail.com
Liyan Zhang ............................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Jennifer Zhang (Student Committee)

Board Highlights . . .
October 10, 2016
• Met with Andy Stack, CA Board Chair, and Dick Boulton, CA
Board Vice Chair, who reviewed CA’s FY16 accomplishments,
capital projects, and new membership structure.
• Representatives of Chesapeake Realty Partners presented the
revised plan for the Simpson Oaks residential project.
• Appointed the following residents to the Resident Architectural Committee: Syed Ahmad, Roy Brown, Lacey Cohen, Thomas
Johnson, Gary Sauers, and Jennifer Zhai.
• Accepted the Association’s IRS 990 and 990T.
• Approved free usage of the Meeting Room by Girl Scout Troop
#10318.
• Minutes Approved: September 19, 2016 (as amended).

Upcoming Agendas
November 7 beginning at 6:30 p.m.
• Security Development Corporation will present plans for the
River Hill Square commercial development to be located on the
site of the River Hill Garden Center.

Board Meeting Schedule
All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River
Hill Village Center. Agendas are posted at Claret
Hall on the Friday prior to the meeting. Residents
are encouraged to attend Resident Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you have written material
you would like the Board to review, please drop it by
the village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved minutes are available for review at
the village office. For additional information, please
contact the village office. (Contact info at left.)

NEXT BOARD MEETINGS:
November 7 at 6:30 p.m. and December 5 TBD (6:30
or 7 p.m.). Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to
view the Board Meeting Agendas & Minutes.

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Chao Wu, superbwu@gmail.com

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com
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Council Corner: Get Involved with CA
The Columbia Association (CA) has been actively involving
community members to participate in Columbia’s operations and
visions. CA has twelve resident advisory committees that serve
this purpose: information technology, sport and fitness, health
and fitness, aquatics, tennis, golf, green, watershed, art center, international and multicultural, senior, teen and middle school. CA
staff has recommended phasing out the sport and fitness advisory committee, suspending the health and fitness committee, and
combining the golf committee and green committee into one committee. The main reason for these recommendations are the low
participation rate. The goal is to improve the efficiency of the advisory committees by clearly stating staff liaison’s responsibilities,
improving committee operations, and using annual reports to inform the CA Board of progress.
These advisory committees are very important for board members to have a better understanding of a wide scope of topics.
Personally, I participate with the International and Multicultural
Advisory Committee. Recently, we formed a new sister city partnership with Cap-Haitien, Haiti and are working to form a new
partnership with a city in China. Columbia is a very diverse community and we value the multicultural environment. I believe better engagement with the world is very valuable to our future.
So please volunteer to join one of CA’s advisory committees and
advocate for matters of interest to you. It is in our community’s
common interest to have residents serve in this capacity. It will
help you and help others. Your services will be greatly appreciated.
Recently, the student member on the River Hill Community Association’s Board of Directors and River Hill High School senior,
Jennifer Zhang, was awarded a 2016 Maryland Governor’s Ser-

Home & Yard Services
Leaf Removal • Gutter Cleaning
Property Clean-up • Weeding
Landscape • Tree • Fence • Deck
Whole house clean-out to sell/rent

Mike 410-290-9728

4 • The River Hill Villager • November 2016

vice Award. This is a great honor for her and our community. Ms.
Zhang has devoted several hundred hours to the River Hill community during her four years of service with the Association. Congratulations Jennifer and thank you!
When this message is delivered to you in November, there is a
great task for you to complete. Please vote in the general election.
I have experienced four presidential elections and this election
is unique in many aspects. It may define different paths for this
country. Please make sure you take time and vote on November 8,
2016 or before.
We will see changes are coming in different ways. Your engagement in various issues help define and shape those changes. So
please get involved, in a big or small way.
Your feedback to my articles is greatly appreciated. Let’s stay
involved with each other.
Thanks.
Chao Wu, Ph.D.
River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
Email: chaowu2016@gmail.com
Tel: 240-481-9637
website: www.chaowu.org
Disclaimer: This column only represents Dr. Chao Wu’s personal
opinion. It does not represent River Hill Board of Directors nor Columbia Association’s Board.

Who’s That Knocking on Your
Door? Tips for Avoiding Home
Solicitation Scams
If you dislike being disturbed by door-to-door solicitors, you
can simply refuse to answer your door or just say “no” to their offers. But if you are interested in what a solicitor has to offer, you
need to stay alert to potential scams that are aimed at stealing
your money or identity.
In Howard County, door-to-door soliciting is allowed only between 9 a.m. and sunset. Door-to-door solicitors who sell goods or
services or request donations must first register with the Howard
County Office of Consumer Protection (OCP). Registered solicitors
are given an ID card which they must carry at all times, and show
to anyone who asks.
Solicitors working in Howard County are also required to leave
a resident’s property when asked. So if you decide to talk with a
solicitor, first ask to see their ID card. If they do not have the ID,
ask the person to leave and report the solicitor to the police or
OCP.
Beware of any offer that sounds too good to be true and don’t
feel pressured to make a decision on the spot. Before making a
major purchase, research the company and ask for references.
Be especially wary of home improvement contractors or tree
services that claim that they are “doing work in your neighborhood.” Such “traveling” contractors often do not have valid State
licenses, or County IDs.
Before you sign a contract or pay any money, read the contract
thoroughly to make sure that all of the seller’s claims or promis-

es are included. The contract should also include a notice about
your 3-day right to cancel under the MD Door to Door Sales Act
along with a cancellation form you can use if you decide to cancel.
If you feel threatened or are not able to get the salesperson to
leave, call 911 for police assistance.
To report unregistered solicitors or to get more information on
shopping for home improvements or other goods or services, contact OCP at 410-313-6420 or at consumer@howardcountymd.gov,
or visit www.howardcountymd.gov/consumer.
The Howard County Office of Consumer Protection has additional tips and advice to help you avoid door-to-door and other
types of scams. Visit: www.howardcountymd.gov/consumer.

Donate Books for Columbia’s
Sister City Tema in Ghana
Columbia Association is collecting books for children, teens
and adults that will be donated to libraries in Columbia’s Sister
City, Tema, in Ghana, West Africa. Fiction and nonfiction books
will be shipped to the Tema Public Library and the Narh-Bita Medical College Library.
Hardbacks are preferred, but paperbacks in good condition are
also acceptable. Career-oriented, vocational and self-help books,
as well as reference books and medical/science textbooks are also
requested.
Books will be collected until Saturday, Dec. 3 by the Tema Sister City Committee. Books can be dropped off on Saturdays from
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at the American City Building, 10227 Wincopin
Circle, Suite G-16 (the former Lakeside Deli).

Visit our new website
riverhillvillagecenter.com

Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052

Nouvel Nail Spa
443-535-8866

Subway
410-531-7982

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Everett Jewelers
410-531-7990

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

Tower Federal Credit Union
301-497-7000

Giant Food
410-531-7831

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

The UPS Store
410-531-9861

GNC
410-531-1426

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

River Hill Sports
Grille
410-531-7900

Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860
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For more information, visit www.ColumbiaAssociation.org/
multicultural. To arrange to drop off books during the week at
Columbia Association, please call Laura Smit at 410-715-3162 or
email: Laura.Smit@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Find out about CA’s Sister
Cities High School Exchange
2017
Parents and teens interested in learning about the annual
summer Sister Cities High School Exchange program with Columbia’s Sister Cities in France and Spain are invited to attend one of
five informational sessions hosted by Columbia Association (CA).
The sessions will take place at CA Headquarters, located at
6310 Hillside Ct, Columbia, on Thu, Nov. 10; Wed, Nov. 30; Thu,
Dec. 8; Tue, Jan. 10; and Wed, Jan. 25. All sessions are scheduled
from 7-8 p.m.
Each session will include teen and parent alumni of the program, as well as Laura Smit, program manager for CA’s international exchange and multicultural programs, all of whom will
speak and answer questions about the month-long program.
Teen participants spend approximately two weeks of cultural
and linguistic immersion during the summer in one of Columbia’s
sister cities: Cergy-Pontoise in France or Tres Cantos in Spain.
During this time, they are hosted by the family of a French or
Spanish student. After returning to the United States, students
will then host their French/Spanish counterparts for another two
weeks. Throughout the trip, there are organized group activities
for the participants, both abroad and in the United States.
The program fee is $700 for Columbia residents and $850 for
non-Columbia residents, excluding airline tickets. Airline tickets
in 2017 will range from $1,200 to $1,500 per participant. Applicants must be high school students residing in Howard County and must have completed high school level three of French
or Spanish by the end of the current academic year or have the
equivalent language fluency. There are excellent scholarships
available for Columbia residents who qualify.
The application deadline is Feb. 17. Applications will be online
at www.ColumbiaAssociation.org/TeenExchange as of November
15. For more information, contact Laura Smit at 410-715-3162 or
International@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Free Daffodil Bulbs from
Columbia Association
Columbia will be 50-years-old in 2017! The Columbia Association and other Columbia institutions and community organizations will plant 50,000 yellow daffodils this fall as part of the
birthday celebration. Most of them will be along the median of Little Patuxent Parkway.
Would you like to join the fun and plant some bulbs in your
cul-de- sac? CA will provide free bulbs (up to 250 per project) on
a first come- first served basis while supplies last. You supply the
tools and labor (including cleanup after the flowers are finished).
The ideal planting time is from October 1 to December 15. Contact CA Landscape Services (410-381-0312) with questions and to
arrange pickup.

More Incidents of Vandalism.
Be Alert!
Several incidents of vandalism occurred in September and
mid-October in the section of the Pheasant Ridge neighborhood
closest to River Hill High School. These incidents have similarities
to vandalism that occurred in May 2016 which has remained unsolved. The recent cases included smashed car windows, slashed
tires, defaced vehicles, and references to “rag doll.” A police investigation is underway and area patrols have been increased.
In addition to reporting crimes in progress, any type of action
or circumstance that seems unusual should be reported by calling 911. A quick and accurate description of events, vehicles and
persons can make all the difference in apprehending a potential
criminal.
If you have been a victim of a crime, the police department asks
that you ALWAYS file a report. This helps them to identify trends
and target their efforts. A late report is better than no report. To
file a late report, call 410-313-2200.
In the wake of the recent vandalism, the Association is coordinating with the Police Department to schedule a community
meeting. Watch for an announcement of the date and time. For
important announcements that arise between publications of the
monthly newsletter, sign up for the Association’s email news by
texting CLARETHALL to 22828 or check out the Stay Updated link
in the upper right of our homepage at: www.villageofriverhill.org.

Simpson Oaks Update
The Association’s Board of Directors met with representatives
from Chesapeake Realty Partners on October 10 to learn about the
revised plans for the Simpson Oaks residential development. Jonathan Mayers, President of Chesapeake Realty Partners, and his
team reviewed the current plan for the Simpson Oaks residential
development and noted that they have received technical approval
through the county’s subdivision review process. The revised plan
will be presented to the Zoning Board for consideration on November 10, 2016.
NV Homes will construct the homes. The use of a median separated entrance, the relocation of the townhouses toward the front
and center of the development, and the minimal use of cul de sacs
are some of the changes made to the plan. The plan includes 184
units made up of 101 single family-detached and 83 single family – attached units. Lot sizes for the detached homes will range in
size from 7,200 – 8,800 ft² and are expected to have price points at
or above those in the adjacent Pointers Run neighborhood. All the
townhouses will have garages and end units will have 2-car garages. 19 Townhouses will be median income housing units available for purchase through the County’s program. The developer is
requesting that the rear setbacks regulations for the single family
– detached units be modified to accommodate structures such as
play equipment and sheds.
The pathway originally planned between Quiet Night Ride and
the development has been removed. The developer has agreed to
work with the residents on Quiet Night Ride to provide an appropriate landscape buffer. Stormwater management has been moved
off the residential lots and will become the responsibility of the
homeowner’s association to maintain. The plans include a designated bike lane along Grace Drive connecting to Cedar Lane, sidewalks and several tot lots within the community, a large “green”/
play area, and a trail connecting the development to the Robin-
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son Nature Center/Cedar Lane along the Middle Patuxent River.
This connector pathway will utilize a 30-acre parcel of land that
will be turned over to the County to be managed by Recreation
and Parks. To create a pedestrian connection to the Robinson Nature Center, Cedar Lane and beyond, the developer is proposing
the installation of a cable suspension bridge crossing the river to
the Robinson Nature Center. Annexation of the development into
the Village of River Hill was discussed with the Village Board in
general terms and is a topic that will be pursued in greater detail.
Chesapeake Realty has asked for the Association’s support of the
project.
At their November 7 meeting, the Board of Directors will be
preparing the Association’s testimony for the Zoning Board hearing on November 10. Residents are encouraged to share questions, concerns, and comments about the Simpson Oaks project
in advance of the Board Meeting via email at www.villageofriverhill.org/board/board-of-directors/, by attending the November 7
meeting, or contacting the Village Manager at manager@village
ofriverhill.org or 410-531-1749.

Trotter Road Water and Sewer
Extension Project to Begin
A Howard County construction project to extend public sewer
to a portion of Trotter Road in Clarksville has begun. The project
involves the installation of approximately 870 linear feet of eightinch sewer main and 950 linear feet of eight-inch water main extension along Trotter Road between South Wind Circle and Tall
Timber Drive. Weather permitting, the project is expected to be
completed by mid-March 2017.
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Lane shifts along northbound and southbound Trotter Road
in the vicinity of the project will be necessary during construction
hours, Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Signs and
flaggers will be in place to direct traffic as needed.
For questions or concerns about capital project W-8698, contact Lisa Brightwell, Public Works Customer Service, at 410-3133440 or by email to publicworks@howardcountymd.gov.

Join River Hill’s Neighborhood
Watch Program
The River Hill Community Association participates in the
Neighborhood Watch Program – an effort focused on involving the
joint efforts of the police and the community, designed to enhance
neighborhood security, heighten the community’s power of observation, and to encourage mutual assistance and concern among
neighbors. The program is facilitated by neighborhood Block Captains who share crime and safety information with their neighbors
and act as a conduit of information between residents, the Association, and the police department.
If your street isn’t already participating in the Neighborhood
Watch Program, you and your neighbors should consider joining. At least one resident on the street will need to volunteer to be
the Block Captain. Long streets can be shared. To find out more
about participating in the program and becoming a Block Captain visit: www.villageofriverhill.org/board/committees and click
on Neighborhood Watch/Block Captain Program or contact the
River Hill Village Manager at 410-531-1749 or manager@villageofriverhill.org.

Symphony of Lights Festivities
Feature New Displays and
Outdoor Ice Skating Rink

River Hill Community
Student Essay Contest
for K-12 Students

Symphony of Lights is a time-honored Howard County holiday tradition. Called “must see” and chosen as a Baltimore Sun
“Swift Pick,” this family-oriented spectacular is a dazzling display
of more than 100 larger-than-life animated and stationary holiday
light creations, made up of more than 250,000 bulbs. During the
past 21 years, nearly 2 million individuals have visited the lights,
and proceeds from the event have raised more than $7.5 million
to benefit Howard County General Hospital, the only hospital in
Howard County.
This season, visitors to Symphony of Lights will enjoy exciting new elements including a new course design (still located in
Symphony Woods in downtown Columbia), refurbished traditional
light displays and brand new displays, 100% LED lighting, laser
light show, 3-D holiday video projected 50 feet high at Merriweather Post Pavilion and an outdoor ice skating rink.

The River Hill Community Association invites K-12 students
that are residents of the Village of River Hill (living on CA assessed
property) to participate in an Essay Contest as part of the ongoing 25th Birthday Celebration for the village. Students are invited
to write an essay on the following topic: My Favorite Thing About
Living in River Hill.
Age-group Categories and Requirements:
Kindergarten-2nd Grade (50 word limit)
3rd-5th Grade (150 word limit)
6th-8th Grade (250 word limit)
9th-12th Grade (350 word limit)
Artwork is encouraged to accompany entries, but it is not required. Entries will be displayed at Claret Hall during a future
event in 2017 and may also be published in the newsletter.
Entries can be handwritten (if legible) or typed and must be
received by February 1, 2017. Mail entries to River Hill Community Association, 6020 Daybreak Circle, Clarksville, MD 21029
or email them to newsletter@villageofriverhill.org. Please include
child’s name, grade, address and home phone number or email
with the entry. Only one entry per person will be accepted.
Prizes consisting of a gift card to the Mall in Columbia will be
awarded to the first place winner in each age-group category. Winners will be notified by March 3, 2017.
For more information, call 410-531-1749 or email newsletter@
villageofriverhill.org.

Schedule of Events:
• Drive Through the Light Displays: Nov. 23, 2016 - January 1,
2017. Experience the display of light creations, illuminated by
a fantasy of color, design and animation. In 2016, drive through
visitors will enjoy a new laser light show and 3-D holiday video!
• Outdoor Ice Skating Rink: Nov. 20, 2016 – Jan. 8, 2017. Experience Howard County’s only outdoor ice skating rink. The perfect holiday activity for families and groups!
• Dazzle Dash Fun Run/Walk and 5K: Nov. 20. A festive community event to celebrate the opening of the Symphony of Lights.
Friends and families gather to walk or run through the magical
outdoor display of lights. Experience the excitement as the holiday season begins and enjoy games and activities for children
of all ages, refreshments, music, entertainment and giveaways.
• Bike the Lights: Nov. 29. Experience the Symphony of Lights
on two wheels! Bicyclists of all ages and abilities are welcome.
Family and friends may walk with the bicyclists.
• Military Appreciation Nights: Dec. 1 and 8. Valid military ID required for $10 off admission.
• Twinkling Tots: Dec. 6. Leisurely walk through the dazzling
light displays. Children in strollers and wagons are welcome.
• Tail Lights: Dec. 13. Treat yourself and your dog to a walk
through the Symphony of Lights course. Participate in the
“Best Dressed Pet Contest” and make this dog-friendly walk
your new holiday tradition!
• Group Walk Through the Lights: Nov. 28 and Dec. 20. Perfect
for youth groups, scout groups, school groups and more! Experience the Symphony of Lights in a group setting by taking a
stroll through the lights displays. Limited dates and availability. Groups must pre-register online.
• Midnight at 7: Dec. 31. Back by popular demand! See Howard
County dazzle with a New Year’s Eve fireworks display. Kids
can’t stay up until Midnight? No problem—fireworks begin at
7 p.m. (weather permitting). Celebrate with your family and
friends as you walk through the animated light displays and
enjoy family-friendly entertainment as 2016 comes to a close.
For questions or additional information about any of the Symphony of Lights events, call 410-740-7666 or visit www.hopkinsmedicine.org.

“There is Hope” Suicide
Prevention Smart Phone
App Launched
The Grassroots Crisis Intervention Center has launched “There
is Hope” a free, smart phone app for aiding in suicide prevention. The “There is Hope” app provides fast and easy access to
crisis intervention and suicide prevention support. Information
and assistance are available to provide the next steps for someone struggling with taking their life or for those concerned about
suicidal thoughts in others. The app will help determine the steps
needed to save your or someone else’s life.
Users will find lots of valuable information including: safety planning, warning signs, risk factors, tips on how to talk to
someone who is suicidal, info about trainings to increase suicide
prevention skills, and more. Features also include an immediate
connection to crisis counselors who will deliver help and hope for
preventing suicide.
The app is currently available in the Apple Appstore and Android Google Play. Download Now!
The app was created with funds from the Maryland Suicide
Prevention and Early Intervention Network (MD-SPIN) and a Grant
in Partnership with the Substance Abuse Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA).
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Watershed Wizard

Turn Leaves into Food for Your
Lawn and Garden
Dear Watershed Wizard,
Fall is such a lovely time of year, yet I spend more time than I’d
like raking and bagging leaves and listening to loud leaf blowers
throughout the neighborhood. There has got to be a better way.
What do you recommend?
– I’d Rather be Hiking
Dear I’d Rather be Hiking,
You are right: There is a better way. Raking and bagging is no
way to treat leaves. If you think of leaves as free food for your soil,
you’ll no longer want to spend hours getting rid of them. In fact,

some estimates are that the leaves from one tree are worth about
$50 of plant food and humus. A pound of leaves contains about
twice the minerals of the same amount of manure. That’s fertilizer you don’t have to buy – and that won’t end up running off in
our waterways. Left in place, chopped-up leaves can help soil hold
moisture and nutrients while also aerating it.
The trick is to mow the leaves into small pieces that will decompose on your lawn during the winter. Throughout the fall,
use a mulching or regular mower without a bag. Mow frequently
enough so that the leaf cover doesn’t become too thick. Just as
in the summer, don’t mow the grass shorter than 3 inches. Rake
excess chopped leaves into your vegetable garden or other planting beds.
If you still have more leaves than you can use, Howard County
Master Gardeners Rake and Take program offers a matchmaking
service of sorts. The Rake and Take coordinator connects those
who want leaves for compost piles or mulch with those who have
too many. For information on that program, contact Master Gardener Pat Hooker at 410-489-4314 or phooker9440@gmail.com.
Note that the leaves cannot contain herbicides or other chemical
residue.
A few key DON’TS about leaves:
• Don’t rake leaves into open space. That’s illegal and a nuisance
for Columbia Association.
• Don’t put leaves in plastic bags. If you don’t want to mow your
leaves in place or participate in Rake and Take, place leaves in
the Green Bin or in large paper bags so they can be picked up
on your recycling day. Howard County no longer accepts leaves
in plastic bags.
• Don’t use leaf blowers, which blow around much more than

Sell Your Home Fast And For Top Dollar With The Shun Lu Team
NEW !

CATTAIL OVERLOOK $ 1,099,000
14820 Meriwether Dr.

SOLD

RIVER HILL $ 479,900
6039 Blue Point Ct., Clarksville

SOLD
SOLD IN 3 DAYS, $21K
WALNUT CREEK $1.205M
HIGHER THAN FULL PRICE
5007 Crape Myrtle Ct, Ellicott City
6805 Creekside Rd.,
Clarksville

ACT
UNDER CONTR

RIVER HILL $595,000
7044 Garden Walk, Columbia

SOLD
FOX CREEK $905,000
12329 Fox Meadow Ln,
W. Friendship

SOLD IN 5 DAYS
8724 Ruppert Ct.,
Ellicott City

SOLD IN 4 DAYS $527,500
8609 Enoch Pratt Dr.,
Ellicott City

SOLD IN 4 DAYS
$545,000
The highest sold price
of River Hill townhomes
in recent years
6013 Helmsman Way,
Clarksville

SOLD IN 5 DAYS
RIVER HILL $641,000
6512 Hazel Thicket Ct

Shun Lu, Ph.D, Re/Max 100
Top 1% of Realtors Nationwide
A Resident of Clarksville

410-440-7738 (C)
410-730-6100 (O)

Email: ShunLu@ReMax.net | Web: ShunLuTeam.com
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leaves. These noisy machines blast away topsoil and kick up
pesticides, fungi, chemicals, fertilizers, spores (sometimes diseased), weed seeds and street dirt that can contain oil and gasoline. All these emissions can worsen asthma, allergies and
other chronic lung ailments. In a 2011 test comparing leaf
blowers with a Ford Raptor high-performance pickup truck,
the car-buyer site Edmunds.com found that “the hydrocarbon
emissions from a half-hour of yard work with the two-stroke
leaf blower are about the same as a 3,900-mile drive from
Texas to Alaska in a Raptor.” Also, these leaves too often end
up in the street where they will eventually block storm drains.
This fall, turn your leaves into food for your soil or mulch for
your garden beds. Then head out for a hike.
Pose your questions to the Watershed Wizard on the River Hill
Watershed Committee Facebook page or via email at newsletter@
villageofriverhill.org.

Watershed Moments
Saturday, Nov. 19: Weed warrior class at Howard Community
College. Learn how to identify and remove invasive plants and replace with natives. For details, email Bob Marietta at rmarietta@
howardcc.edu.

Question of the Month
Is it a good idea to dump my leaves into the Columbia Open
Space behind my house? The first five people to post the correct
answer on our Facebook page or via email to newsletter@villageofriverhill.org will win a native plant.

SHREDDING EVENT TO EXPAND NEXT YEAR:
Residents appreciated the annual shredding event sponsored by River
Hill Community Association. Next fall, shredding and e-cycling will be
offered.
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Fall Classes in River Hill
Ballroom Dancing (Claret Hall)
M ongoing
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Call 301-498-3267 or email sam@studiodans.com.

Chinese Wushu (Meeting Room)
Sat ongoing
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Call 240-247-7048 or email uscwi@uschinesewushu.com.

Fit for All (Meeting Room)
Tu/Th ongoing
6-7 p.m.
Now registering for fall classes. Email kim@beyondbiceps.com.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
W ongoing
11-11:45 a.m.
Ages 0-5
Th ongoing
10-10:45 a.m.
Ages 0-5
For information visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com or call
301-758-0304.

School News
Arts Scholarship
It’s time to apply for Howard County Arts Council’s Arts Scholarship Program. This is a wonderful opportunity for college-bound
Howard County high school seniors planning on pursuing higher
education in any artistic discipline — a minimum of $10,000 will
be awarded! Applications for this year’s program are now available
at www.hcac.culturegrants.org. The deadline to apply is January
18, 2017.
In order to foster and sustain a vital and diverse arts community, the Arts Council provides operating and project grants
to local arts organizations, regional arts and cultural organizations, and Howard County schools through Parent Teacher Associations. Funding to support these grant programs is provided
by Howard County Government, the Maryland State Arts Council, corporations, foundations and individuals. Eligibility requirements for each grant program vary. For additional information,
contact the Howard County Arts Council at 410-313-ARTS (2787)
or visit www.hocoarts.org.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)

Fall Production at AHS

Tu/Th ongoing
7:30-8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

This November, Atholton High School’s Drama Department
presents their fall play, Crush, by Stephen Gregg. The story is hilarious, heartbreaking and full of unforgettable characters. It’s a
play about what it means to love someone and what it means to
be human. It involves a small town falling on hard times, a high
school theatre group, love in many flavors, and an alien invasion,
headed by a lead alien who has six bodies, five of which are invisible to almost everyone.
Performances will be held November 5, 7 and 12 at 7 p.m. and
November 6 at 3 p.m. Tickets are $10 each and are available for
purchase at https://search.seatyourself.biz/webstore/webstore.
html?event=.&domain=atholton.

Triathlean (Claret Hall)
Tu ongoing
7:15-8:15 p.m.
For information call 301-213-9670 or email dserpico34@outlook.com.

Yoga (Meeting Room)
W ongoing		
6-7 p.m. beginner
				
7-8 p.m. intermediate
Email CrowderYogaFitness@gmail.com.

Zumba (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
9:30-10:30 a.m.
			
6:00-7:00 p.m.
Call 410-245-5900 or email msmarialk@gmail.com to register.
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Camera Donations
River Hill High School is collecting old, unwanted cameras and
equipment. If you have an old 35mm film SLR (Single Lens Reflex) camera or any photo darkroom equipment that is not getting used and you would like it to have a new life, please consider

School News
donating it to the school. Many students do not have access to
camera equipment and often parents, neighbors, or relatives have
this equipment gathering dust. Great art will be made out of your
donation! Please contact Jacob Cecil, Fine Arts Lead Teacher, at
jacob_cecil@hcpss.org for more information.

Doodle 4 Google Contest
Students in grades K-12 are invited to take part in the 2016
Doodle 4 Google contest, and create a doodle that tells the world
“What I see for the future.” What does the future look like? Are
cities built in the clouds? Is it a place where everyone gets along
- even cats and dogs? Or maybe a world where nobody ever gets
sick? From crayons to clay, graphic design, or even food, young
artists can utilize any materials to bring their creation to life. With
the Google homepage as their canvas, young artists are invited to
reach into their imagination and share what they see for the future. The winner’s artwork will be featured on the Google homepage. Like all Google Doodles, each doodle must incorporate the
letters G-o-o-g-l-e. One national winner will also receive a $30,000
college scholarship. The contest is open for entries now through
December 2, 2016.
Last year, Clarksville Middle School’s Anjali Pulim was selected as the Maryland State Winner of the contest with her “Owls be
Chillin” design.

Orthodontics for Adolescents, Children, and Adults
Offering the latest in orthodontic
technology including Invisalign,
Invisalign Teen, and esthetic
(clear) braces.
Free initial consultation,
evening hours available.

Offices in River Hill,
Maple Lawn, and Columbia

410-381-1077
www.VanguardSmiles.com

Drs. Byron & David Bonebreak, Orthodontists
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Architectural News
RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION

Upcoming Meeting

Submit Application By

For Meeting On

November 2, 2016

October 14

November 2

October 28

November 16

November 18

December 7

December 4

December 21

5913 Bright Flow Mews
5892 Indian Summer Drive
6381 Morning Time Lane
6408 Empty Song Road
6308 Silvery Star Path
6509 Ocean Shore Lane

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

Fridays by 12 Noon

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m.
Applications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign-in.
Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental documentation, application amendments, or additional information
that the RAC has requested.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org under the covenants
tab. RAC meeting agendas are posted at the Village office and
on the website. Agendas are published in The Villager when the
publication schedule permits. RAC meeting agendas are posted
at the village office and also on the website. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review meeting. The Architectural
Committee (AC) decision may differ from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not begin their project until they
receive notice of the final decision. Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for
the entire application process.

“Like” River Hill Community
Association on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/
RiverHillCommunityAssociation
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Fence, Tree Removals
Deck, Screened Porch, Patio
Deck
Fence
Rain Garden
Rain Garden

AC Decisions
Approved
6453 Quiet Night Ride
5716 Whistling Winds Walk
12101 Early Lilacs Path

Solar Panels
Walkway
Drainage

Approved with Condition(s)
5922 Gentle Call
Patio
Fast Track Approved
6319 Eastern Star Way
6413 Reedy Song Knoll
6100 Eternal Ocean Place
6009 Pure Sky Place
6321 Morning Time Lane

Tree Removal
Material Change: Deck
Motion Light
Tree Removal
Tree Removal

Architectural News
Fast Track Pending
12236 Summer Sky Path
5919 Gentle Call
6500 Ranging Hills Gate

Fence: Stain
Tree Removal
Tree Removal

New RAC Committee Formed
After a 9-month hiatus, the Village is fortunate and proud to
have a new Resident Architectural Committee (RAC). The new
members have varied backgrounds including landscape architecture, construction, engineering and architecture and most importantly, a desire to help the community.
The first meeting of the new Committee will be on November 2,
2016 at Claret Hall. Please welcome the following new RAC members when they do their site visits: Syed Ahmad, Roy Brown, Lacey
Cohen, Thomas Johnson, Gary Sauers, and Jennifer Zhai.
The RAC is crucial to ensuring that architectural improvements are made in a manner that is consistent with the guidelines established for the community. The RAC members are the
eyes of the Architectural Committee and their recommendations
provide great assistance as the Association seeks to maintain and
enhance properties throughout the village.
The RAC still has one open position. So, it is not too late for
you to volunteer to serve in this important role. Contact Evamarie
Lambright, the Association’s Covenant Advisor, at 410-531-1749
or covenants@villageofriverhill.org to find out more.

Short on time?
Let us be your extra set of hands!
•
•
•
•

Party Support
Decluttering/Relocating
Errands & Waiting
Small Business Support

Beverly Johnston

Lisa Nichols

Elaine Masker

410-428-6771
www.tsadvantage.com
bev@tsadvantage.com
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AROUND TOWN
Lunchtime Lecture
Fri., Dec. 2, 12-1 p.m. at Howard County Historical Society Museum, 8328 Court Ave., Ellicott City. Bring your own lunch and
enjoy a lecture entitled “The Enchanted Forest – Maryland’s Storybook Park” presented by Linda Harrison Gardiner, Martha Clark
and Janet Kusterer. Drinks and treats will be provided. Tickets
are free for HCHS members and $5 for non-members. Doors open
at 11:30 a.m. Following the lecture, tour the museum if desired.
Call 410-480-3250 or email http://hchsmd.org/events for details.

Pizza with Santa
Sat. Dec. 10, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at 5th District Volunteer Fire Department Engine Bay Area, 5000 Signal Bell Lane, Clarksville.
Enjoy pizza and cookies with Santa. Ages 6+ are $6; Ages 5 and
under are free. No pre-registration required. Pay at the door.

Autumn Olive Annihilation
Tues., Nov. 22, 9-11:30 a.m. at South Wind Circle Trailhead, Middle Patuxent Environmental Area. Continue the fight against the
invasive olive by helping to rid the MPEA of this woody pest. Work
will focus on the same area as the October effort. Visible progress
at this particular site means that natives can be planted in place
of the unwanted olives next year. No experience necessary; onetime volunteers are welcome. Call Aylene Gard at 410-992-9889,
Jeff Claffy at 410-313-6209, or email jclaffy@howardcountymd.
gov to register.
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Wee Boutique
Sat., Nov. 19, 1-5 p.m. at Columbia Community Center SeventhDay Adventist Church, 7277 Eden Brook Drive (lower level), Columbia, 21046. Free, clean, gently used clothing and shoes for
ages newborn to 14-years-old. Visit www.columbiacentersda.org
for more information.

Teen Opportunities Fair
Sat., Nov. 19, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at Long Reach High School, 6101
Old Dobbin Lane, Columbia. Connect with other teens through
leadership, volunteer and recreational programs. Meet with program providers, try hands-on activities, win great prizes, and learn
about great things to do in Howard County. Learn about academics, business, art, dance, finance, fitness, government, job skills,
leadership, music, nature, outdoors, sports, theater, and more.
Pre-registration not required. For further information, contact
Holly Harden at 410-313-4625 or email hharden@howardcountymd.gov.

Holiday House Tour
Sun., Dec. 11, 12:45-6 p.m. departing from Howard High School,
8700 Old Annapolis Road, Ellicott City. As an honor to Howard
County’s history, the 40th Annual Holiday House Tour will feature
historic houses which have a connection to the Clark family. The
houses featured on the tour include Clarkland Farm, Spring Hill,

AROUND TOWN
Valhalla Farm, Mt. Ida, and Wheatfield. Prices are $55 ($45 early
bird purchase by Nov. 13) for Howard County Historical Society
members and $75 ($65 early bird purchase by Nov. 13) for the
general public. Transportation is provided by Eyre Tour Buses.
In support of the restoration of Main Street, sandwiches and wine
from The Little French Market and The Wine Bin, both Main Street
businesses affected by the July flood, will be included with tickets. Call 410-480-3250 or email director@hchsmd.org for more information.

CA Accepting Applications for
Community Service Scholarships
Applications are now being accepted for the 2017 Maggie J. Brown
Spirit of Columbia Scholarship Award. Up to six $2,500 scholarships will be awarded to graduating seniors from local high
schools who exhibit exceptional efforts in providing community
service to benefit Columbia residents and those in the Columbia
area. The students must live on CA-assessed property or have a
parent/guardian who works full-time on or owns CA-assessed
property. Applicants must be graduating in May/June 2017 from
an accredited public, private or parochial high school, or be or
home-schooled in accordance with COMAR 13A.10.01. The students must have a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 or better.
CA employees, members of CA’s Board of Directors or family members of employees or members of the Board of Directors are not
eligible to receive the award. Applications are available online at
ColumbiaAssociation.org/scholarship. Completed applications
must be submitted by March 15, 2017. For more information,
call 410-715-3161 or email SpiritofColumbia@ColumbiaAssociation.org.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Tutor
Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder, High Functioning Autism, Advocate; all ages (K-12); specializing in organizational skills, study skills, time management, reading/writing
process, reading skills, all with application to content material at
any level. SAT/ACT reading and English areas. Background: Special Education Coordinator for school based programs. Howard
County resident. 301-922-6827 or email InsightsEd@gmail.com.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting
“Our Passion is Your Pets”
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact:
www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture. Art, Silver,
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+ yr experience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic
Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Babysitters
NAME

ADDRESS		 PHONE NO.

Alyza Berson

Swift Current Way

443-812-5742

Mycah Berson

Swift Current Way

443-812-5791

Jennifer Bleakney

Waving Tree Court

410-531-5391

Paige Cohen 		

240-470-6158

Giuliana Del Buono Distant Thunder Trail

410-707-3430 (c)

Kyla Clark

Great Star Drive

301-332-0370

Molly Farrell

Tall Timber Drive

443-995-7330

Murphy Freal **

Fleets of Time Court

410-935-7145

Abii Gannon

White Marble Court

240-383-6527

Natalie Greenlee

Indian Summer Drive

240-620-6053

Catalina Lennon ** Autumn Wind Circle
			

443-535-9719 (h)
443-996-0762 (c)

Kelly Long

410-531-3357

Tall Timber Drive

Laura Mason

Shining Stars Lane

410-733-7566

Miranda Mazzella*

White Pebble Path

410-531-7899

Marissa Mazzella**

White Pebble Path

410-531-7899

Alison Orlosky**

Autumn Wind Circle

410-531-3934

Jacob Recht
Evening Company Cir.
			

410-531-5236 (h)
410-302-9258 (c)

Hannah Rosen

410-531-5275

South Wind Circle

Karenna Sarney
Quiet Night Ride
(Karenna.sarney@gmail.com)

410-531-2492(h)
410-294-4856 (c)

Allison Siil **

410-531-5624

Western Star Run

Caroline Siil **

Western Star Run

410-531-5624

Liana Toy

Grateful Heart Gate

443-718-8720

Sarah Winchell
River Run
			

410-531-0135 (h)
443-745-7571 (c)

* CPR/First Aid Trained ** CPR/First Aid Certified
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