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Plans Progressing for the Gateway School Site 

Clarksville Commons to be Developed

Continued on Page 9

The above was presented as part of the mixed-use development plan for the Gateway School site.

On September 16, 2013, George and 
Holly Stone, and Joe Rutter, who 
represent GreenStone Ventures II, 

LLC gave a presentation of the Clarksville 
Commons plans to the River Hill Village 
Board. The mixed-use development of the 
Gateway School site, located across MD 
108 from the River Hill Village Center, will 
be developed in two phases. GreenStone 
Ventures’ vision for the site includes a 
unique design with an emphasis on en-
vironmental sustainability with a strong 
pedestrian orientation.  The Site Develop-
ment Plan for the first phase of the proj-
ect has been submitted and is currently 
under review by the Howard County De-
partment of Planning and Zoning.
 The initial phase of the development 
will include two, two-story buildings cen-
tered on a lively courtyard: a Commons 
where indoor and outdoor retail and cul-
tural activities will be commonplace. To Committee to Focus on River Hill Garden 

Center Development
 At their meeting on October 7, the As-
sociation’s Board of Directors created a 
committee to study and provide advice on 
issues relating to the development of the 
River Hill Garden Center property. The 
committee will be led by Board member 
Dipper Wettstein. The first meeting of the 
group will be held on Thursday, Novem-
ber 14 at 7:30 p.m. at the River Hill Meet-
ing Room (6330 Trotter Road, Clarksville) 
adjacent to the outdoor pool. Members of 
the community interested in participating 
on the committee should contact Mr. Wet-
tstein at Dipper@BrazzelDazzle.com. 
 In addition to concerns pertaining to 
the impact of commercial development on 
adjacent open space and nearby residenc-
es, the development of the garden center 
property is of importance to the Associa-

tion due to its impact on traffic, safety, 
and aesthetics along the MD 108 corridor 
in Clarksville. The plans include a scaled-
back garden center, three pad sites for re-
tail and service oriented business uses 
such as restaurants and a bank, and a 
new access point to the site at the Shep-
pard Lane traffic signal. In October, the 
owners submitted a request for setback 
and use variances in order to accommo-
date the proposed new entrance, parking 
and circulation, and roadway improve-
ments. The requested variances impact all 
three sides of the triangularly shaped lot. 
The Howard County Hearing Examiner is 
scheduled to hear the case on December 
12 at 6 p.m., with possible continuation on 
December 16.  
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Board Meeting Schedule

Board Highlights . . .

All meetings are held in Claret Hall at the River Hill Village 
Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior 
to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident 
Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you have written 
material you would like the Board to review, please drop it by 
the village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All ap-
proved minutes are available for review at the village office. For 
additional information, please contact the village office.
NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: November 18 and December 9 at 
7 p.m. Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board 
Meeting Agendas & Minutes. 

THE VILLAGER

Coordinator & Advertising, Maureen Cogan:  

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz

Design/Producation: www.realfreshcreative.com

Village Manager: 
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Covenant Advisor: 
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Facility Coordinator: 
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Communications & Events Coordinator: 
Maureen Cogan, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Administrative Assistant: 
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill .org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday 9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.–Noon

Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to: 
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

RIVER HILL BOARD
Melissa Bradshaw  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .571-243-9462 
Kathy Chavers (Development & Open Space) . . . . .Kathy .Chavers@gmail .com
Jenny Chu (Special Events)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . jennyzchu@yahoo .com
Kenny Kan, Chairperson (Financial Matters)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . kwtkan@hotmail .com
Dengfeng Liu  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . liudf@jhu .edu
Dipper Wettstein (Watershed)   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dipper@BrazzelDazzle .com 
Liyan Zhang, Vice Chair (Development &  
    Open Space)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .zhang_liyan@yahoo .com
Tiffany Kan (Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Michael Cornell  301-742-2761

River Hill Community 
Association, Inc.

Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029

Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259

website: www.villageofriverhill.org

Text to Join!
You can now join Claret Hall’s e-mail list with the 
tap of a few keys on your phone. Find out about 
upcoming events and other important neighbor-
hood news. Text CLARETHALL to 22828 to get 
started.

October 7, 2013

• Bill Erskine, Counsel for the owners of the River Hill Garden 
Center (RHGC), reviewed the setback variance petition that 
was filed with the Dept.of Planning and Zoning on October 7.

• The following residents expressed concerns regarding the 
RHGC plans: Shawn Shaw, Judi Gershenson, David Elsaess-
er, Frank Nezu, Melissa Purdue, and Tim Finkelston. The 
following people also expressed concerns: Ron Shaw, Repre-
sentative of Linthicum Chapel Cemetery; Gayle Annis-Forder, 
Pastor, Linden Linthicum United Methodist Church; and 
Frank Cadell, White Oak Farm. 

• The Village Board established a committee to advise the Board 
on the RHGC variance petition and redevelopment plans.

• The Board met with the Master Plan Committee and approved 
the amended Village Center Master Plan.

• Approved $1,000 for legal expenses associated with drafting 
covenants and restrictions for 7400 and 7450 Grace Drive.

• Approved a $1,000 donation to the American Heart Associa-
tion using Health Fair proceeds.

• Approved the FY14 1st Quarter Financial Statements and 
variance analysis.

• Approved free use of Claret Hall for a DPZ Public Meeting and 
Boy Scout Troop 618 Eagle Court of Honor.

Upcoming Board Meetings
November 18 – Sang Oh, Counsel for the purchaser, will provide 
an overview of the development concept for the 66 acre parcel of 
undeveloped land on Grace Drive.
December 9 – Andy Stack, Chairperson of the Columbia Associa-
tion’s (CA) Board of Directors, will meet to discuss CA/community 
relations.
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 Michael Cornell, River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
 Columbia Association Board of Directors 
 cell: 301-742-2761 home: 410-531-9340 
 michaelcornell@comcast.net
The views presented herein represent those of the author only and 
do not necessarily represent those of the River Hill Community As-
sociation Board of Directors.

 Tonight, along with about 75 other residents and various 
state and county officials, I attended the 4th Annual Howard 
County Bicycling Advocacy Forum at the Applied Physics Lab. 
During that meeting, I was reminded that much of the work that 
has been done over the past few years towards creating a more 
cycle friendly County and Columbia, began at earlier forums.
 We saw the updated HoCo Bicycle Master Plan for the Coun-
ty, the Connecting Columbia Action Agenda, and had the chance to 
see and learn how those plans have evolved. 
 One of the highlights of the evening was Jane Dembner, CA’s 
Principal Manager for Community Building and Sustainability, 
demo the new CA Pathway Mobile App for iPhone and Android for 
navigating the Columbia Pathway Systems. Including search and 
navigation features, as well as information about each of the vil-
lages, the App can help anyone navigate the 93.5 miles of CA path-
ways and 3,500 acres of open space. And if you get lost, there’s 
even a GPS “find me” feature. 
 The application, the identification of priority connections 
within and around Columbia, the pathway signage pilot and com-
pletion of the loop around Lake Kitt are all part of the Connect-
ing Columbia Action Agenda developed through community input 
using a variety of outreach methods including low-tech methods 
such as community meetings and forums, and hi-tech means in-
cluding online interactive mapping and feedback tools. 
 To fulfill its mission, CA is working on multiple fronts, using 

Council Corner:  
Priorities, Technology and Time

both traditional and more modern technological modes, to im-
prove the lives of those who live, work and play in Columbia.  
 There is so much more we’d like to do and plan to do. While 
time and money determine how fast we can move, our priorities 
include: updating infrastructure including pools, construction of 
the new Mind/Body Wellness Center, watershed and stream resto-
ration, energy efficient retrofits, new tennis clubhouse and indoor 
facility, the “bocce park” in Hickory Ridge, and our new dog park.
Our biggest challenge? We can’t do it all at once.
 As we move forward and voices in the community rise up to 
advocate for their preferred priorities, let us all remember, Colum-
bia wasn’t built in a day.  We’ll get there. And with every step, Co-
lumbia will continue to be a better place. 
 You can learn more about the HoCo Bicycle Master Plan at 
www.bikehoco.org. 
 Look for the Columbia Association: Pathways App at iTunes 
and Google Play.   
 Find out more about Connecting Columbia Action Agenda at 
www.columbiaassociation.org/connectingcolumbia/ 
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In-Home Personal Trainer
Did you always want to start an exercise program but did not know 
how? Is sticking with a program difficult? I offer fun and effective 
program designs tailored to your personal goals. 
For more details feel free to contact me:

Monica
Certified Personal Trainer
4u2getfit@gmail.com
443-415-8081

Watershed Committee Tip of the Month

Pilot Compost Program 
Expands to River Hill
 Garbage in, garbage out? Not anymore. Starting in November, 
River Hill residents can take part in the county’s pilot program 
that turns food scraps into soil-enriching compost, all while help-
ing the environment and saving taxpayer money. 
 Food scraps form nearly a quarter of our garbage, which is 
shipped to out-of-state landfills. Left there, these food scraps give 
off methane, a powerful and climate-disrupting greenhouse gas. 
So keeping food scraps out of landfills is good for the county bud-
get and the climate. In addition, recycling food scraps reduces the 
use of garbage disposals, which waste water, clog drains with oils 
and grease, and burden treatment plants. The cost of treating food 
and water sent down the drain is about 10 times that of the curb-
side collection and processing program. (A study also found that 
composting creates twice as many jobs as landfills and four times 
as many jobs as incinerators.) 
 Using the food-scraps-turned-compost on lawns and gardens 
also decreases the need for chemical fertilizers, helps retain water 
in the soil and reduces erosion and runoff into our streams, riv-
ers and the Chesapeake Bay.  “We encourage everyone to think 
about ‘food scraps’ instead of ‘food waste’, and start to recognize 
that things like carrot peelings and apple cores still have value,” 
said Gemma Evans, Recycling Coordinator at the Howard Coun-
ty Bureau of Environmental Services. “The same is true for ‘yard 
trim,’ rather than ‘yard waste.’ These items can be easily turned 
into compost, which helps grow healthy gardens, lawns and land-
scapes.”
 County Executive Ken Ulman, who lives in River Hill, said, 
“Howard County is already a leader in food scrap collection, but 
we need to expand our efforts. Participating in this program is 
good for the environment, it’s good for our county budget and 
it’s good for the future. Jaki and our daughters look forward to 
doing our part and we hope many others in the community do the 
same.”
 Residents who sign up will receive a green bin, like the blue 
recycling bin, for collecting food scraps during the week. The 
county offers the choice of a 35-gallon or 65-gallon bin, both with 
wheels and a lid. Food scraps can be placed directly in the con-
tainer or in biodegradable or paper bags. Samples of biodegrad-
able and compostable bags are included with the bin. On the 
weekly recycling day, the truck that picks up yard trimmings will 
also empty the green bins. (Yard trimmings can go in the green 

bins year-round, too.) Some areas of Ellicott City and Elkridge al-
ready participate in this program. 

DO place these items in the green bin:
• fruit and vegetable scraps (fresh or cooked)
• bread, pasta, rice, grains, cereal, baked goods, etc.
• nuts, beans, seeds (including shells/hulls)
• egg shells
• coffee grounds, filters, tea bags (no foil or foil-backed prod-

ucts)
• paper products (paper towels, napkins, paper plates)
• pizza boxes (remove nonfood items)
• paperboard takeout food containers (remove metal handle)
• houseplants, cut flowers
• wooden chopsticks and popsicle sticks
• grass, leaves, yard trim

DON’T place these items in the green bin:
• meat, fish, shellfish, bones 
• dairy products (cheese, butter, ice cream, etc.)
• fats, oils, grease
• facial tissues
• Styrofoam or plastic bags
• pet waste
• diapers
 At the Alpha Ridge Landfill in Marriottsville, a ¾-acre site 
has been set aside to compost yard trimmings and food scraps in 
monitored, aerated, turned and covered piles. Transforming food 
scraps into compost takes about 75 days at the facility. The re-
sulting HoCoGro Compost is registered with the state Department 
of Agriculture and regularly tested. At Alpha Ridge, the compost 
costs $19 a cubic yard, and a topsoil blend of soil and compost 
costs $23 a cubic yard. (Prices include sales tax.)
 Residents should have received a postcard to sign up for 
the program, but they can also sign up online at http://www.
FeedTheGreenBin.org or by calling 410-313-6444. 
 Source: Bureau of Environmental Services, Howard County De-
partment of Public Works.

LINKS:
www.howardcountymd.gov/pilotcompost.htm
www.howardcountymd.gov/WoodWasteDropOff.htm
www.howardcountymd.gov/foodscraps.htm
  

Property Standards Evaluation 
Program News
 By now all residents should have received a large postcard in 
the mail with details about this program.  Jennifer Lynott, the As-
sociation’s Property Standards Evaluator (PSE), will be conducting 
curbside inspections of every residence in River Hill through April.  
The program is intended to inform residents of current or poten-
tial maintenance violations that impact curb appeal and detract 
from the overall appearance of a well maintained community.  The 
goal of the program is for all of the residents of River Hill to use 
the recommendations of the PSE to improve their properties and 
thus retain and improve property values.  By making homeowners 
aware of issues, people will hopefully be more inclined to power 
wash, pick up a paintbrush and take a little time to help freshen 
things up. Now that the community is over 20 years old in some 

Continued on Page 6
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sections, this type of program is beneficial and to the advantage of 
all homeowners. Similar programs have already been completed in 
several other Columbia Villages.
 Once a property has been evaluated, residents will be notified 
by colored postcard via U.S. mail.  A green postcard signifies that 
the property passed inspection. A yellow postcard signifies that a 
property has some maintenance violations, and they will be listed 
along with a re-inspection date.  The date of re-inspection is based 
upon the number of and types of maintenance issues.  If you have 
questions or need clarification, please email or call Ms. Lynott at 
pse@villageofriverhill.org or 410-531-1749. In some cases it may 
be necessary for homeowners to contact the PSE to receive an ex-
tension of time in order to make the necessary repairs.  We are 
willing to try to make accommodations when the items involved 
are not able to be repaired right away due to weather conditions, 
expense involved, and other extenuating circumstances. 
 To learn more about the types of items the PSE is checking, 
visit the River Hill Community Association website:  www.villageo-
friverhill.org then select Compliance Form.  

An Urgent Request for 
Neighbors in Need
 The Howard County Food Bank is in urgent need of dona-
tions. “Summer has taken its toll. From June to August, the Food 
Bank has served more than 3,934 individuals. The high demand 
has left their food inventory at dangerously low levels,” said Bita 
Dayhoff, President of the Community Action Council of Howard 
County (CAC). “Community support is essential to their operation 
and assures that your neighbors and their children won’t go to bed 
hungry.” 
 Please consider donating any of the following items:
• Soup
• Peanut butter
• Jams & jellies
• Pasta & pasta sauces
• Cereals (hot & cold)
• Breakfast bars and wafers
• Tuna
• Foods for special diets (low or no sodium, no sugar added, Ko-

sher, etc.)
 Food donations are accepted at the Food Bank, 8920 MD 108 
(west of Centre Park Drive), Columbia, Monday through Friday, 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. All gifts to CAC are 100 percent tax deductible. 
Please give online at www.cac-hc.org.

Claret Hall Drop Spot for 
Clothing Drive
 Collection boxes have been placed around Columbia includ-
ing at Claret Hall for Columbia Association’s (CA) 5th annual 
clothing drive organized by CA’s Youth and Teen Center and its 
Teen Outreach Committee.
  Collection boxes are also at:
• All 10 village community association buildings
• Columbia Art Center, 6100 Foreland Garth in the Long Reach 

Village Center.
• Youth and Teen Center at The Barn, 5853 Robert Oliver Place 

in the Oakland Mills Village Center.
• Eggspectation restaurant, 6010 University Blvd., Ellicott City.
 The collection boxes will remain at these facilities through 
Friday, November 29. Those donating can bring in new and gently 
used clothes, shoes and accessories, including but not limited to 
ties, belts, hosiery, hats, gloves, pocketbooks and jewelry.
  These donated items will then be distributed to community 
members in need on Saturday, Jan. 18, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., and 
on Sunday, Jan. 19, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Both distribution days 
will be held at The Barn at 5853 Robert Oliver Place in the Oak-
land Mills Village Center.
 Youth who are interested in earning community service hours 
by assisting with the collection, sorting, set-up and distribution 
should contact Safire Windley at Safire.Windley@ColumbiaAsso-
ciation.org or 410-992-3726. 
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promote walkability and connect to the village center and resi-
dences in River Hill, the buildings and major pedestrian access to 
the site will be placed close to MD 108 and parking will be at the 
rear of the site. The plan for future connectivity, creating a way to 
remove traffic from MD 108, includes access points to easily con-
nect to the Kendall’s property on the south side and Clarksville 
Square on the north side.
 Various environmental sustainability features will be obvious 
either to pedestrians or people in vehicles passing the Center, the 
most prominent one being a living green roof on the south-fac-
ing roof of the south building. From a sustainability perspective, 
the green roof will absorb and filter rainwater, allowing for more 
controlled runoff. Three columns will break the plane of the roof 
near its edge along MD 108. These signature elements will actu-
ally be functional cisterns designed to hold runoff from roofs. This 
water will be used for irrigation of landscaping on the site. Anoth-
er very notable environmental feature will be solar panels located 
on all major south facing roofs. The panels will be part of a solar 
power system that will offset a significant portion of the power re-
quirements of the site through net metering. Other less dramat-
ic sustainability features will include clerestory windows on both 
buildings allowing for natural interior lighting, geothermal tech-
nology for heating and AC, and pavers for the entire surface of the 
courtyard allowing water to drain into the ground rather than run-

ning off into parking areas or the street.
 The entrance to the courtyard from MD108 is oriented to-
wards Great Star Drive and will include both steps and a ramp to 
accommodate individuals with disabilities. The other end of the 
courtyard that borders the parking area will also have a ramp 
to allow limited vehicular access, for example for farmers bring-
ing produce into the courtyard for marketplace days, or for other 
activities that would need to be set up such as concerts, outdoor 
movie nights, and art fairs. Another functional landmark in the 
courtyard will be a stair tower, reminiscent in design to feed silos 
once common in Howard County. In this case, the “silo” will be re-
purposed to become a staircase to the second level of the south 
building.  The courtyard will also include several water features 
arranged to appear as though they are connected. The largest of 
these, located on the south side of the courtyard, will actually be 
an interactive fountain with potable water allowing children to 
play in the warmer months. Water features on the north side will 
serve to collect storm water to support several rain gardens.  
 The first floor of both buildings will include areas where ten-
ants will be able to take full advantage of the indoor/outdoor tran-
sition. Plans call for incorporation of roll-up storefronts to allow 
retail to expand outdoors. The second floor of the south build-
ing will include both public and private spaces. Plans call for a 
farm-to-table restaurant to occupy a large portion of the second 
floor. To emphasize the theme of the restaurant, a greenhouse is 
planned in which herbs and other provisions will be grown to be 
used in the restaurant.  
 The first floor of the north building facing the courtyard will 
offer retail tenants similar indoor/outdoor transitions as the 
south building. The second floor of the north building will contain 
the largest open tenant space on the site. Plans call for a destina-
tion tenant to occupy this space: hopefully one who offers cultural 
and/or education programming.  
 GreenStone hopes to begin construction in the spring, pend-
ing approval of the Site Development Plan. They have confidence 
that Clarksville Commons will set a new standard for mixed-use 
commercial centers in this region. 
 This information was provided by GreenStone Ventures II, 
LLC. To read their full summary of the project visit:
www.villageofriverhill.org.

From page 1: Plans Progressing for the Gateway School Site 

Clarksville Commons to be Developed
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Fall Classes in River Hill:
Easy Method Driving School (Meeting Room)

M/W ongoing 5:50–9:05 p.m.
Call 410-461-9090 or 1-877-461-9090 or
visit www.easymethoddrivingschool.com.

Longfellow Nursery School (Meeting Room)  

T/Th  2 yrs 9 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.*
M/W/F  3 yrs 9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
M-TH  4 yrs 12:45 – 3:15 p.m.
*2 yr old class time is extended over time to 2.5 hrs.
Still registering for the 2013-2014 school year. For information 
visit www.lnscolumbia.org, email lnscolumbia@gmail.com, or 
call Amy at 571-242-5666.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)

Th ongoing 10–10:45 a.m.  Ages 0–5
Now registering for fall classes. For information call 301-758-
0304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

QiGong  (Claret Hall)

Tu ongoing 7–8 p.m. 
Call 240-462-9103 for information. Drop in to register.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 7:30–8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Zumba® (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 9:30–10:30 a.m. and 6–7 p.m.
Call 410-794-6757 or visit www.dmikolasko.zumba.com.

Check out the River Hill Community Association’s 
Facebook page. “Like Us” to get valuable 

information and stay informed
 about activities happening in Columbia.

We’re also on Twitter! @ClaretHallMD

School News

AHS Students Looking for 
Work—Providing Free Labor
 Atholton High School’s Academic Life Skills Classes (students 
with significant disabilities) are developing their work/vocational 
skills. They learn by doing and completing hands on work activi-
ties under the close supervision of adults for quality control. They 
would love to develop a partnership with an organization, and 
they will complete any job large or small. The students are adept 
at collating, folding (including tri-folding to a window), stuffing en-
velopes, labeling, applying stamps, assembling notebooks, hole 
punching, shredding, assembling packets and kits, and filing. You 
may drop off and pick up the work at AHS or they can provide a 
pickup and delivery service at no charge. Contact Sharon Cantor 
at 410-313-7065 ext. 270 or sharon_cantor@hcpss.org. There is 
no charge for any work and it’s guaranteed. 

Collision Avoidance Training
 The Howard County Police Department offers a Collision 
Avoidance Training (CAT) program for licensed drivers aged 
16-20 years. CAT is a two-day, 12 hour defensive driving and ve-
hicle control program designed to provide young drivers with the 
knowledge and understanding of vehicle dynamics. Students op-
erate their own vehicles to practice evasive maneuvers, thresh-
old/emergency braking, forward serpentine, cornering, backing, 
reverse serpentine, skid and off-road recovery. The cost is $95 for 
the two-day session. Sessions are Nov. 15-16 and Dec. 6-7. For 
more information, contact CAT Coordinator Carolyn Bennett at 
410-313-3758.

G/T Program News for Parents
 All parents can sign up to receive news and program an-
nouncements relating to Gifted and Talented (G/T) education. To 
subscribe, log in to your HCPSS News account at www.hcpssnews.
com. Choose Account Management, log in with your email address 
or phone number, and select Change Your Subscription Informa-
tion. On the subscription page, be sure to check the box for “Office 
of Gifted & Talented Programs.”
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School News

HCPSS Class of 2013 Soars on 
the SAT
 HCPSS students continue to outperform the state and nation 
on the SAT according to the latest data for the graduating class 
of 2013. Among graduating HCPSS seniors, 80.3 percent took the 
SAT during high school, compared to 69 percent of public school 
graduates in Maryland and 43 percent of public school graduates 
nationally. The average mean SAT score for HCPSS graduates in 
the class of 2013 was 1653, 170 points greater than the average 
for Maryland schools and 155 points greater than the average for 
schools nationwide.

New Website and Online Forms 
for PRES PTA
 The Pointers Run Elementary School PTA has a new and im-
proved website. In one simple step using their new online form, 
you can join the PTA, donate to the PTA (the only source of fund-
raising this year), sign-up to volunteer, enter your information for 
the student directory addendum, and sign-up for the PTA weekly 
e-newsletter.  Visit http://pointersrunpta.org/ and click on “New 
PTA Signup Form.” Signing up online is quick and easy and saves 
volunteer time.  Pay online with PayPal  (PayPal account not re-
quired) or send a check to school made out to PRES PTA.

Seasonal Flu Vaccinations
 The HCPSS, in partnership with the Howard County Health 
Department, will again offer free seasonal nasal flu mist vaccines 
to elementary school students with parent permission. In-school 
clinics will be offered at all elementary schools in October and 
November. Parents will receive additional information from their 
child’s school about the vaccine and the date that it will be offered. 
The HC Health Department also will offer free flu vaccinations to 
all Howard County students and their families. The schedule and 
appointment sign up are available at www.howardcountymd.gov 
(search “flu clinic”).

Martin Luther King Jr. Essay 
Contest
 Howard County middle school and high school students are 
invited to enter the annual Martin Luther King Jr. essay contest, 
“The Time is Always Right to do Right.” The deadline date for sub-
missions is Wednesday, November 13. Details on the contest and 
other information are available at http://tinyurl.com/howard-
MLKcontest. For more information, contact Mary Toth at 410-
313-6430 or mtoth@howardcountymd.gov.

“Parent Teacher Connection” 
Highlights Cell Phone Policy
 Executive Director of School Improvement and Administra-
tion Frank V. Eastham discusses new student electronic device 
rules and how they apply at all grade levels. The video is available 
online on the HCPSS TV YouTube channel.

Stressless Test Study Skill 
Classes
 Classes begin November 20 and meet for four Wednesday. 
nights at Centennial HS. All classes meet from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
The sliding scale fee ranges from $145 to $209 and includes a 
copy of the textbook, What’s My Style? Visit www.Stresslesstests.
org, call 410 740-4659, or e-mail Bcaldwell@comcast.net to regis-
ter.

Reflections Program
 Now is the time to talk to your teens about whether they plan 
to participate in this year’s Reflections Program. The National 
PTA Reflections program is PTA’s cornerstone arts program and 
was developed to encourage students to explore their talents and 
express themselves through dance choreography, film produc-
tion, literature, musical composition, photography and visual 
arts.  The theme for this year’s program is “Believe, Dream, In-
spire.” Due date for submissions is December 2.  The Reflections 
Entry Form and guidelines are available at your student’s school’s 
front office or the PTSA’s website at www.AtholtonPTSA.org  or 
www.riverhill.org/students/pta-reflections.

National Technical Honor 
Society Accepting Applications    
 The Atholton HS chapter of the National Technical Honor So-
ciety is accepting applications from juniors and seniors through 
November 15. To learn more or to receive an application, email 
Ms. Fregeau at Jean_Fregeau@hcpss.org.

PRES Needs Lunch/ 
Recess Help
 Pointers Run Elementary School is looking for individuals 
who are interested in working as lunch/recess monitors. The 
hours would be somewhere between 10:45 a.m. and 2:15 p.m. If 
you are interested in working every day or substituting as needed, 
please contact Lenore Schiff, Assistant Principal at 410 313-7142 
or email: Lenore_schiff@hcpss.org.
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 The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and 
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at 
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m. 
Applications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign-in. 
Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental docu-
mentation, application amendments, or additional information 
that the RAC has requested.
 Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior 
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret 
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agen-
das are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agen-
das are published in The Villager when the publication schedule 
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review 
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ 
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not 
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision. 
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

RAC MEETING DATES
Application Deadline Meeting Date

October 25, 2013 November 6, 2013

November 8, 2013 November 20, 2013

November 22, 2013 December 4, 2013

December 6, 2013 December 18. 2013

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline Fridays by 12 Noon

Architectural News

Upcoming RAC Agenda
November 20, 2013

6033 Winter Grain Path  Window Addition

AC Decisions
November 6, 2013

Pending
6416 Distant Melody Place    Tree Removal
6133 White Marble Court    Deck
6012 Ascending Moon Path    Fence
5816 Indian Summer Drive   Fence
6620 Forest Shade Trail    Landscaping, Patio
6513 Folded Leaf Square    Front Door, Lighting (Exterior)
5717 Whistling Winds Walk   Fence: Paddock
6562 River Run     Tree Removal

October 16, 2013

Approved
12168 Linden Linthicum Lane    Swing set, Slide
6044 Waking Dreams Knoll    Tree Removal

6004 Winter Grain Path     Tree Removals
6059 Countless Stars Run    Tree Addition, Tree Removal
12125 Flowing Water Trail    Door: Garage
6341 Daring Prince Way    Patio, Walkway
5809 Old Sea Place     Rain Garden

Approved with Condition
12105 Sunlit Water Way    Lighting (Exterior)
6040 Winter Grain Path     Tree Removal
7078 Garden Walk     Patio
12104 Shining Stars Lane    Deck
6305 Mellow Twilight Court   Driveway, Front Door, Lighting
     (Exterior), Portico

October 2, 2013

Approved
6478 River Run   Walkway, Portico, 
     Landscaping, Lighting
6436 Grateful Heart Gate  Tree Removal

September 18, 2013

Approved
7049 Garden Walk      Landscaping, Lighting 
     (Exterior), Patio
6449 Sundown Trail     Basketball Backboard & Pole,
     Tree Removal
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Architectural News
6420 Morning Time Lane   Tree Removal
7105 Waking Dreams Knoll    Addition, Patio, Shed, 
     Window Addition
6309 Silvery Star Path     Tree Removal
6408 Summer Sunrise Drive   Patio, Porch: Screened, 
     Skylights
7075 Garden Walk     Tree Removal
6431 Western Sea Run   Color Change: Front Door, 
     Stones Under Deck

FAST TRACK - AC Decisions
6404 Misty Top Pass     Tree Removal
7070 Garden Walk     Color Change: Shutters
6304 Victorious Song Lane    Tree Removal
6308 Departed Sunset Lane    Color Change: Front Door,
     Color Change: Shutters
6520 Ocean Shore Lane     Tree Removal

Appeal Hearing Decisions
October 18, 2013

Approved with Condition(s)
5956 Gentle Call   Walkway 
6043 Red Clover Lane  Tree Landscape Addition

House Maintenance Tips 
 As you spruce up your home for the holidays here are a few 
tips to improve curbside appeal and maintenance suggestions to 
help improve the value of your property and the community.
 Make sure your guest or emergency vehicles can find your 
home. Don’t take the chance that they won’t be able to read your 
street numbers. A good rule of thumb is to have numbers plainly 
visible from the curb; some owners may need to scrub the tarnish 
from the brass plates. 
 Here are some other maintenance chores that will dramatical-
ly help the look of your house.
• Refasten sagging gutters. 
• Repoint bricks that have lost their mortar. 
• Seal cracked driveways. 
• Straighten shutters or replace damaged shutters and repaint 

faded shutters.
 Nothing looks worse from the curb than hanging or damaged 
gutters or severely faded shutters, missing bricks from the front 
steps, or peeling paint or damaged or rotten wood. Not only can 
these deferred maintenance items damage your home, but they 
can decrease the value of your house by 10 percent.
 Before you scrape any paint or install foundation plantings, 
wash the dirt, mildew, and general grunge off the outside of your 
house. REALTORS® says washing a house can add value to the 
sale prices of some houses. A bucket of soapy water and a long-
handled, soft-bristled brush can remove the dust and dirt that have 
splashed onto your wood, vinyl, metal, stucco, and brick. Power 
washing can reveal the true color of your flagstone walkways. 
 A well-manicured lawn, fresh mulch, and pruned shrubs 
boost the curb appeal of any home. Replace overgrown bushes 
with leafy plants and colorful annuals. Put a crisp edge on gar-
den beds, pull weeds and invasive vines, and during the warm-
er months plant a few bright annuals in pots.  Now is the time to 
green up your grass with lawn food and water. Cover bare spots 
with seeds and sod, get rid of crab grass, and mow regularly dur-
ing the growing season.
 Finally, before making exterior alterations beyond general 
maintenance improvements, please check the Association’s Archi-
tectural Guidelines at www.villageofriverhill.org/covenant-info 
for items requiring approval.
 Resource: www.houselogic.com.

Be a Responsible Pet Owner
 Pet waste, if left on the ground, can draw flies and create a 
food source for rodents, is a source of disease, and washes into 
our streams and contributes to pollution in the Chesapeake Bay.  
Howard County Animal Control Laws Section 17.300 states that a 
domesticated animal must be on a leash and under the control of 
a responsible person capable of immediate and effective restraint 
when not on its owner’s property. Owners are responsible for re-
moving pet defecation when not on the owner’s property and pet 
owners must remove the accumulation of defecation from their 
own property to prevent annoying odors. Responsible pet owners 
don’t allow their pets to wander into their neighbors’ yards, open 
space, tot lots or sandboxes to defecate. Responsible pet owners 
do clean up after their pet if they have an accident in these areas.
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Bagel Bin & Deli 
410-531-0335

Columbia Bank 
410-531-7000

Everett Jewelers 
410-531-7990

Giant Food 
410-531-7831

Hair Cuttery 
410-531-8052

Ledo Pizza 
443-535-0599

M&T Bank 
410-531-7083

Massage Envy 
410-531-0711

McDonald’s 
410-531-7950

Panda Kitchen 
410-531-7866

Red Mango 
443-546-4798

River Hill Cleaners 
410-531-7742

River Hill Optical 
410-531-7920

River Hill Sports 
Grille 
410-531-7900

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com

Subway 
410-531-7982

Sunoco 
410-531-7510

Tower Federal Credit Union 
301-497-7000

The UPS Store 
410-531-9861

Vintage Cellars 
410-531-7860

AROUND TOWN
Nutcracker on Ice

The Columbia Figure Skating Club once again presents The Nut-
cracker on Ice, at the Columbia Ice Rink on Saturday, December 
14 at 5:30 and 7:15 p.m. and Sunday, December 15 at 4:30 and 6 
p.m. This is the only ice skating show of its kind in the Baltimore-
Washington area, and features almost 100 performers ranging in 
age from 3 through adult and includes many advanced-level skat-
ers who have competed in regional- and national-level competi-
tions. The Nutcracker on Ice is sanctioned by US Figure Skating. 
For tickets and more information, visit www.columbiafsc.com.

The Howard County Concert Orchestra
The HCCO and it’s Musical Director, Ronald Mutchnik present 
“Bach and the Brits” on Sunday, November 10 at 4 p.m. at the 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, 9120 Frederick Road, Ellicott City. 
Tickets are $25 per adult and $12 for students 18 through 24 
with ID. Free for those 17 and under if accompanied by an adult. 
For more information visit www.hococo.org or call 888-921-7230.
 

Ghana Fest
Columbia Association is introducing Columbia’s new Sister City, 
Tema, by hosting Ghana Fest on Sunday, November 17 from 3 to 
5:30 p.m. at Slayton House, 10400 Cross Fox Lane, Columbia. 
This event is free and will include Ghanaian music, dance perfor-
mances, drumming, art displays, speakers, and a sampling of deli-

cious Ghanaian finger foods. African dress is encouraged. Contact 
International@ColumbiaAssociation.org or call 410-715-3162 for 
more information. Program begins promptly at 3 p.m.

Holiday Candy Making
On Saturday, November 23 from 10:30 a.m. to noon learn how to 
make homemade chocolate dipped nuts, dried fruits, and other 
confections to give as holiday gifts. Located at Cromwell Valley 
Park (CVP) in the Willow Grove Nature Education Center at 2175 
Cromwell Bridge Rd, Baltimore, 20234. Three dollars for CVP 
members, $5 for non-members. To register, call 410-887-2503 or 
e-mail info@cromwellvalleypark.org.

Teen Opportunities Fair
The Teen Opportunities Fair on Saturday, November 16 from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the North Laurel Community Center, 9411 Whis-
key Bottom Road, Laurel will feature demos, presentations, give-
aways and more. This event is free and connects teens ages 11 
to 17 with leadership, volunteer and recreational programs. Meet 
providers and learn about great things to do in Howard County. 
Contact v4c.hcyouth.org or 410-313-4625 for more information.

The Polar Express
Experience the magic of The Polar Express through a 4-D presen-
tation where you will journey through the pages of this exciting 



November 2013 • The River Hill Villager • 15

AROUND TOWN

Claret Hall is Looking 
for a Few 

New Classes!

Are you an instructor looking for a space?

Claret Hall now has rooms available 
during daytime and evening hours. 

Special Discounted Instructor Rates Available!
Call us today for additional information or availability.

410-531-1749 or email
facilities@villageofriverhill.org

story on the way to the North Pole. Santa will come aboard to meet 
each child and give the “first gift of Christmas.” The Other Barn, 
5851 Robert Oliver Place, Columbia. Four departures: on Decem-
ber 5 at 5:30 and 7:30 p.m. and December 6 at 5:30 and 7:30 p.m. 
Call 410-730-4610 or visit www.oaklandmills.org for information.

Historical Society Concert Series
Howard County Historical Society’s Museum Concert Series wel-
comes back Scott Paynter (Scotty P) with special guest, Tekeytha 
Fullwood, on November 23 from 5 to 7 p.m. at 8328 Court Ave., 
Ellicott City. Scotty P is a vocalist and songwriter associated with 
the Baltimore-based reggae band Jah Works! BYO bottle of wine; 
other refreshments will be served. For more information, call 410-
480-3250, or email info@hchsmd.org. To reserve tickets, which 
are $15, visit www.hchsmd.org/events/. Space is limited. Part of 
the proceeds benefits the Howard County Historical Society.

Passport to the Universe
This program at the Robinson Nature Center, 6692 Cedar Lane, 
Columbia features a movie in the NatureSphere, a digital plane-
tarium and dome-style movie theater preceded by a fun, family-
friendly planetarium presentation about current happenings in 
our night sky. Passport to the Universe is on Friday, November 15 
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and is for ages 5 and up. Tickets are $6 per 
person. Call 410-313-0400 to register.

Holiday Breakfast
Columbia Gym KidSpace is hosting a multi-cultural holiday 
breakfast with music, holiday stories, arts and crafts and more on 
Saturday, December 14 at 9:30 a.m. Call 410-531-8984 to register 
or visit www.columbiaassociation.org.

Mr. Gabe
Mr. Gabe performs classic children’s folk songs, inviting his young 
audiences to sing, dance, jump or shout along with the music. 
This fun show is on Friday, November 15 at The Other Barn, 5851 
Robert Oliver Place, Columbia at 10 a.m. The program is for chil-
dren ages 2 to 5 and is a 45-minute show. Tickets are $5 for every-
one ages 2 and up. Contact 410-730-4610 to register.

CA Sister City Exchange Program  
Info Sessions

Information sessions where parents and teens can learn about 
CA’s 2014 summer High School Student Exchange will be on Tue, 
Nov 12; Mon, Dec 9 and; Thu, Jan 16. All information session are 
from 7-8 pm at the Columbia Association Headquarters, 10221 
Wincopin Circle, Columbia (Downtown Lakefront, across from the 
Mall, above Clyde’s). 

Soccer Clinic
This six-week class will introduce your child, aged 6 to 8, to basic 
ball control, passing and dribbling in a non-competitive environ-
ment. Wednesdays from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Columbia Gym Kid-
Space. Begins Nov. 13. KidSpace members $40/others $50. Call 
410-531-8984 to register or visit www.columbiaassociation.org.

Breakfast with Santa
On Saturday, December 14 there will be two seatings for Breakfast 
with Santa at The Other Barn, 5851 Robert Oliver Place, Columbia 
at 9 and 9:45 a.m. Enjoy breakfast, crafts, and a conversation and 
photo with Santa. Call 410-730-4610 or visit www.oaklandmills.
org for ticket information.

Columbia Market Analysis  
Kick-off Public Meeting

Thursday, December 5 from 7 to 9 p.m. is the kick-off public meet-
ing of the “Columbia Market Analysis and Economic Development 
Services” study. This study is a collaborative effort between Co-
lumbia Association, Howard County Economic Development Au-
thority and Howard County Department of Planning and Zoning. 
The study will evaluate current and projected demand for develop-
ment in Columbia’s village centers, as well as an interrelated anal-
ysis of the Dobbin Road/Snowden River Parkway/former General 
Electric manufacturing area. The meeting will take place at The 
Hawthorn Center, 6175 Sunny Spring, Columbia. This will be the 
first of three public meetings for the study. Pre-registration is en-
couraged, but not required. To register, visit www.ColumbiaMar-
ketStudy.Eventbrite.com.
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Planning a Holiday 
Gathering or 
Corporate Event?
Claret Hall is the Perfect
Place for your party!

Have you visited us lately?  

You will notice our beautiful hardwood  

floors are perfect for dancing the night away!

Columbia lien-payers get a  

10% discounted rate!

For rental info call:  

410-531-1749 or  

visit www.clarethall.com.

Ask about our  

discounted  

Friday night 

rentals through  

the end of January!  



November 2013 • The River Hill Villager • 17

COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS

For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

The River Hill Village Center 
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)

Offering the Best Treatments, including

Best Treatments Available
Reasonable Fees
Afternoon & Evening Appointments
Consultations are Free
Excellent Results
Super Smiles

Free Initial Consultation
410-381-1077

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting –  
Our Passion is Your Pets

Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, mid-
day, overnight) New Client Discount. Jobs available:  pet lovers, 
please apply.  Contact: www.PetSittinginMd.com; 443-745-8309; 
jneckritz@comcast.net. 

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture, Art, Silver, 
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+yr ex-
perience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic 
Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Reading Tutor
Certified in Orton Gillingham and Phonographix. Trained at Lab 
School of Washington, former teacher, grades k-5. 410-992-1885 
or ginnyward@verizon.net.

Got Junk?
One call will make it all go away. House, garage and basement 
clean out. We also remove yard debris and snow! Call 443-472-
2887 for a free estimate or visit www.MarylandJunkHauling.com.

Guitar Lessons
Recording Artist Bill Mott is now teaching guitar lessons. 25 years 
of professional playing/teaching experience. All levels/all styles 
(beginners welcome). Guitar instructor at Bill’s Music House and 
Music & Arts Center. Reasonable Rates. In-home lessons avail-
able. bmnitro217@verizon.net  410-290-7075. 

Ellen’s Little Learners
Spaces available Tues, Wed, Thurs from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 10 years 
experience—licensed in-home preschool right here in River Hill! 
Email Ellen for details at ellend4@gmail.com.
 

Speech and Language Therapy
Martha Leibowitz, Speech Pathologist, MA, C.C.C.-Sp. 30+ years 
experience. Flexible hours. Pre-school through 5th grade. 443-
812-1372 or marleibow@verizon.net.

High School Math Tutor
Algebra I through Pre-Calculus and SAT Prep Certified Math 
Teacher. Contact  Kathy Bredland at kathymathy79@verizon.net.
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COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration!
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support includ-
ing Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more. 
Contact Beverly Johnston, 410-428-6771, 
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

In Home Music Lessons
In home guitar and bass, and beginner piano and drums lessons. 
All styles and experience. I have been teaching in River Hill for 
13 years. Reasonable rates and a dedicated teacher with a BA in 
music/jazz guitar. 443-745-6898 Jeff DeBonis

Professional Tutoring in Mathematics  
& Hebrew Studies 

Monte Reiser, MS in Electrical Engineering.  Tutoring in the comfort 
of your own home.  Flexible Rates!  Tutoring Math subjects from 
Elementary through High School.  SAT/ACT/HSA Prep.  Special 
needs welcome.  Hebrew studies instruction also provided.  Man-
age Hebrew tutoring program at Howard County Temple.  Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah studies. montereiser@gmail.com  443-896-4527.

“Isaiah’s Gifts: Distinctive Judaica and 
More” Getting Rave Reviews!

Great for Chanukah gifts and more!  Open Sundays 9:00-2:00/ 
Wednesdays 11:00-1:00  Contact: robyn.templeisaiah@gmail.com 
or 301-317-1101. Temple Isaiah 12200 Scaggsville Rd.,  Fulton, 
MD. Checks or cash only! 10% off first purchase with this ad.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant 
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand run-
ning, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and spe-
cial event support.   Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771, 
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Power Washing & Exterior  
House Cleaning

Does your house look dirty and the siding look dingy? Let us hand 
scrub your siding and power wash it sparkling clean! We do decks 
too! Reasonable prices and quality work. Call Mark at 410-935-
4686.
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