Mark Your Calendar!
Upcoming Streetscape Plan and
Design Guidelines Meeting on
10/21. Details on pg. 6.
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River Hill Watershed Committee Receives Grant

H

oward County’s Bureau of Environmental Services offers,
through a competitive application process, Watershed Enhancement Grants (WEGs) to non-profit organizations located in Howard County which perform work within the County.
The purpose of the grant program is to encourage changes in citizen and community behavior in order to improve the quality of the
water in Howard County’s lakes, rivers and streams. The grants
must focus on educating Howard County residents and increasing individual and community participation in water quality issues
and related projects. We are pleased to announce that the Association’s Watershed Committee has been awarded a $3600 grant to
support their efforts and enable them to do more outreach in 2015
and early 2016.
Among their many accomplishments since forming, the Committee has:
• provided a “Watershed Tip of the Month” in The Villager;
• created website and Facebook pages;

Thanks!
By advertising in The Villager, these companies support
programs and events here in River Hill.

Baltimore Washington Eye Center
Bootcamp Girl
Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak
Collen Brothers Services
Columbia Family Eye Care
Columbia Tree & Lawn
Handyman from Heaven
Hilltop Child Care Center
JFK Landscaping
Kimco Realty
Kumon
Amy Lazas, Esq.
LeReve Real Estate
Shun Lu Re/Max 100

Maryland Cheesecake Company
Molly Maid
Mr. Handyman
Ayman Nassar/Teen
Performance Coach
Northrop Team Real Estate
PCF Management
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
The Princeton Review
Eileen Robbins/Long & Foster
Tien Shan Kung Fu
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.
River Hill Garden Center
Robin Wilson/Long & Foster

The River Hill Watershed Committee had many tips for keeping our
waterways healthy at the River Hill Health Fair.
• painted the storm drains along Great Star Drive with “Only
Rain Down the Drain” and “Drains to the Patuxent River;”
• participated in the River Hill RideAbout;
• marched in the Independence Day Parade and distributed seed
packets; and
• reached out to residents attending the River Hill Health Fair.
The WEG will enable the Committee to expand its efforts to improve local water quality and involve and educate the community.
Plan to participate in their next event, a Pull and Plant on Sunday, October 18, 11 a.m.–2 p.m. RSVP at www.facebook.com/WatershedCommittee or via email to newsletter@villageofriverhill.org.
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday
9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m.–Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

Board Highlights . . .
September 21, 2015
• Work Session held: New Town Zoning.
• Approved FY15 990 and 990T.
• Approved FY16 1st Quarter Financial Statements and Variance
Analysis.
• Appointed the members of the Teen Advisory Committee.
• Approved Contingency Fund request for Villages’ Branding
project.
• Minutes Approved: July 13, 2015.

Upcoming Meetings:
October 5, 2015
• CA Board Representatives.
• Kimco Realty: Signage Improvements for the Village Center.

Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Board Meeting Schedule

Covenant Advisor:
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River
Hill Village Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall
on the Friday prior to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident Speak-Out during each
board meeting. If you have written material you
would like the Board to review, please drop it by the
village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All
approved minutes are available for review at the village office. For additional information, please contact
the village office.

Facility Coordinator:
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org
Communications & Events Coordinator:
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Administrative Assistant:
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

RIVER HILL BOARD
Dave Clark................................................................ daveclark@comcast.net
Michael Cornell, Chair............................................................. 301-742-2761
Will McCullough.......................................................................410-292-2985
Esti Schabelman, Vice Chair .............................estischabelman@gmail.com
Richard Thomas ..................................................richthomas.rh@verizon.net
Liyan Zhang ............................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Jennifer Zhang (Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Chao Wu, superbwu@gmail.com

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com
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NEXT BOARD MEETINGS:
October 5 and November 2 at 7 p.m. Please
visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board
Meeting Agendas & Minutes.

Council Corner:

The Columbia Association by the Numbers, Part 2
I always want to keep our residents informed so that you can
Then if we look at the age distribution, River Hill has the highprovide input and help the Columbia Association’s Board of Direcest percentage of people of age 10-19 and age 40-49. Please see
tors (CABOD) make intelligent decisions.
Figure 2. So, we are the youngest village in terms of the age of our
For people who attended, listened, or checked CA’s Septemresidents. However, approximately 30% of River Hill residents are
ber 10 BOD meeting online, an updated membership study was
over 50 years old. Over time, our population like that of Columbia
proposed. This study reflects our continued effort to improve our
and County-wide is going to age. This is one reason that CA is precustomer service and satisfy the needs of our residents. The numparing more senior-accessible services.
ber of membership types will be smaller, some membership types
will have more programs available and the price will be
raised (a lot!) The CABOD has not approved the new Figure 2: Age distribution among River Hill, Columbia and Howard County
membership structure yet. If you want to have a look
at it, please check the CA website for the meeting packet under Sept. 10 at www.columbiaassociation.com/
board/meetings/agendas-packets-minutes or you can
email me and I will send you a copy.
CA’s Planning and Strategy Committee will have two
meetings discussing the 2017-2019 budget. One is on
Oct. 8 and the other is on Oct. 22. You are welcome to
attend them or send me or the Board your suggestions.
At the same time of CA’s meeting on September 10,
County Executive Kittleman came to Clarksville and listened to local residents in a Town Hall Meeting. Many
residents spoke out about their concerns. Many residents are really concerned about how our community
is going forward with a diverse and growing population
and how new development will preserve River Hill as a
coherent community.
In the last Villager, I shared figures showing how
CA spent funds in Fiscal Year 2015. In this issue, I will
present some other statistics showing the demographics
in our neighborhood. The data is abstracted from 2010
census data and CA’s 2015 village study handbook.
In terms of population distribution, the Village of
Our local and large communities are changing fast and the
River Hill has the highest Asian American rate (26%) and the lowchange is unavoidable. It is very important for us to understand
est African American rate (6%) when compared with Columbia and
our mission, vision, and expectations as we prepare for these
Howard County. Please see Figure 1.
changes. Based on the changing demographics, where do you
think CA should be focusing its efforts? What services
Figure 1: Race distribution in percentage among River Hill,
and amenities will be important to you and your family
over the next few years and in the long term?
Columbia and Howard County (2010 Census data)
Chao Wu, Ph.D.
River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
Email: superbwu@gmail.com
Tel: 240-481-9637
website: http://chaowu2016.com
Disclaimer: This letter only represents Dr. Chao Wu’s personal opinion. It does not represent River Hill Board of
Directors nor Columbia Association’s Board.
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River Hill Posters for Sale
Now is your opportunity to own a
piece of River Hill’s history! A limited number of Gail Holliday’s River Hill
neighborhood posters are now available for purchase for only $19.95 each
through the Hickory Ridge Community
Association. Gail Holliday was the Rouse
Company’s artist in residence while Columbia was being planned and developed. She designed full color silkscreen
prints for each neighborhood in Columbia as it was developed. The original silkscreens were on display in the Exhibit
Center on Lake Kittamaqundi for many
years.
The original River Hill neighborhood poster was created by Ms.
Holliday in 1967, soon after she arrived in Columbia to work for
Jim Rouse. The design features a majestic pheasant in a primitive, folk art style that is reminiscent of the work of Sister Corita
Kent, an internationally-known Pop artist who was Ms. Holliday’s
instructor at Immaculate Heart College in Los Angeles, California.
These limited edition reproductions have been printed on highquality, glossy poster paper. Each poster measures 24” x 36” and
has an original artist’s signature.
You can purchase a poster online at www.bit.ly/columbiaposters or in person at The Hawthorn Center, 6175 Sunny Spring, Columbia, MD 21044. There are only 30 posters available for sale, so
act quickly before they sell out! If you have questions, please contact Jessamine Duvall at 410-730-7327.
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Village Board Seeks Member
Please join the Association in thanking John Herron for his
service on the Board of Directors. John was appointed to the
Board in November 2014 and re-appointed in May 2015. In his
short time on the Board, John has been an active contributor to
the Association and the River Hill community and focused his efforts on development matters. Unfortunately, John and his family are relocating out of the area and he will be unable to complete
his term. We wish the Herron family all the best in their new home.
The Board of Directors will fill this vacant position by appointment and is currently accepting letters of interest from residents.
The term for this position ends April 30, 2017. The Board plans
to conduct interviews at the November 2 meeting. Letters of interest should be submitted by October 28 and sent to the River
Hill Village Board, 6020 Daybreak Circle, Clarksville, MD 21029
or emailed to manager@villageofriverhill.org. Residents interested
in applying for this position are encouraged to contact a current
Board Member or the Village Manager to discuss the roles and responsibilities and the issues currently facing the community.

between Trotter and Guilford Roads that capitalizes on the area’s
existing assets. The creation of a high quality and attractive environment that encourages community connections, incorporates
pedestrian and bike friendly features, promotes sustainable features, and creates a sense of place are among the project’s goals.
The community has had opportunities to provide input to the
project during three public meetings and a formal comment period. Since the close of the comment period in June, DPZ has been
reviewing this input for revisions to the document.
Based on the feedback received, DPZ has developed the Final
Draft of the Clarksville Pike Streetscape Plan and Design Guidelines. The County will share this final draft with the community
on Wednesday, October 21 from 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. at Claret
Hall (6020 Daybreak Circle, Clarksville, MD 21029).

Streetscape Plan and Design
Guidelines Meeting Scheduled
Howard County’s Department of Planning and Zoning (DPZ)
has been working since 2014 to develop a Streetscape Plan and
Design Guidelines for Clarksville Pike (MD 108). The project’s vision has been the creation of an integrated plan for the corridor

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com
Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

Nouvel Nail Spa
443-535-8866

Subway
410-531-7982

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Everett Jewelers
410-531-7990

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

Tower Federal Credit Union
301-497-7000

Giant Food
410-531-7831

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

River Hill Sports
Grille
410-531-7900

The UPS Store
410-531-9861

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052
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Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860

In the meantime, if you have any questions regarding the process for developing the Streetscape Plan and Design Guidelines,
please contact Raj Kudchadkar, Deputy Director, DPZ at 410-3136376 or rkudchadkar@howardcountymd.gov.

Development Advisory
Committee Forming
In June, the Association’s Board of Directors chartered a new
committee to focus on development matters impacting the community. The River Hill Development Advisory Committee (RHDAC)
has been established to advise the Board of Directors and:
• Promote development that seeks to create a stronger sense of
community and enhance community relationships;
• Minimize the negative impacts of development and re-development on the community;
• Improve pedestrian and bike accessibility;
• Promote environmental sustainability;
• Enhance public awareness of development matters, and
• Improve traffic and public safety.
Current Board Members Dave Clark and Will McCullough will
serve on the inaugural committee. The RHDAC will be comprised
of a chairperson and up to six members from the community who
will be appointed by the Board of Directors. Mr. McCullough will
serve as the Committee Chairperson. All members must be River
Hill residents and/or property owners or must work full-time on
Columbia Association assessed property in the Village of River
Hill. Members of the community who are interested in serving on
the RHDAC should contact the village manager at manager@villageofriverhill.org or 410-531-1749 for details.
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Watershed Tip of the Month

Help Stop the Horror of
Stormwater Erosion
To get in the Halloween mood, send us your erosion horror
photos.
Maybe a path near you is several inches above the ground
now, because so much soil has washed away. Or perhaps your
yard has an area where topsoil has been washed away, exposing
roots of trees.
Before Columbia and the rest of Howard County was developed, rain would fall through the tree canopy, seep into the soil
or flow slowly over the ground to a stream or river. Now it typically rushes off roofs and over driveways, parking lots, streets and
other impervious surfaces—those that can’t absorb water. Along
the way, the rushing stormwater picks up oil and gas, herbicides,
pesticides and fertilizers, trash and salt, and pet waste, which all
ends up untreated in our waterways. Stream banks erode, and
property as well as stream habitat can be destroyed, particularly
with a heavy rain.
States and counties are trying to reduce stormwater runoff,
and homeowners must be part of the solution. A roof of 2,100
square feet produces 1,260 gallons of water per 1-inch storm.
Think of all the homes in River Hill. That’s a lot of fast-moving,
channelized water going down drain pipes, over paved driveways,
cutting through and washing away the soil, and picking up pollutants on the way to streams and rivers. What’s a resident to do?
Connect a rain barrel to a downspout. Rain barrels can catch
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that first dirty runoff from the roof. This water can later be used to
water plants, allowing the water to filter through the ground and
save you money on utility bills.
Direct downspouts or rain-barrel overflows into a rain garden or garden bed. Garden beds work much like sponges, soaking up the rain water, while a rain garden is set in a depression
in the land designed to hold stormwater until it soaks into the
ground. Always direct downspouts away from your driveway or
other pavement.
Replace some lawn with a rain garden or other garden of native
plants. Turf, with its shallow roots and short height, works only
marginally better than pavement to slow runoff.
Plant a tree. Tree roots hold soil and soak up an astonishing
amount of water. In one day, a large tree can soak up to 100 gallons of water out of the land — and then discharge it into the air.
Check out the National Tree Benefit Calculator website to see the
economic and ecological benefits of your trees: www.treebenefits.
com/calculator/index.cfm.
Implementing even one of these suggestions can help prevent
the erosion we are seeing today. So, send us those erosion photos—and pledge to be part of the solution in River Hill.
The first five people who post a photo on our Facebook page or
by email (newsletter@villageofriverhill.org) will win a native plant.

Watershed moments
Sunday, Oct. 18, 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. – The River Hill Watershed
Committee is looking for volunteers to help pull non-native invasive plants on the path near the Columbia Gym. We’ll also plant
native understory plants. High school students can earn com-

munity service credits. Meet at Columbia Gym Parking lot, bring
reusable water bottles, and wear longsleeves and pants. Please
RSVP to the River Hill Watershed Committee Facebook page, or
email newsletter@villageofriverhill.org to join the effort.
Friday, Oct. 30, 6–8 p.m.: Look for the River Hill Watershed
Committee table at the village Halloween party on Oct. 30. We’ll
have our popular wheel of questions, the water table and prizes.
Sources:
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/dep/water/stormwater.html
www.americanforests.org/discover-forests/tree-facts/

Best Zoning Practices for Large
Planned Communities
The next featured guest in Columbia Association’s (CA) Community Building Speakers Series is Don Elliott, a nationally recognized zoning and planning expert who is the author of “A Better
Way to Zone” and co-author of an American Planning Association
book called “The Rules That Shape Urban Form.”
CA and the Howard County Government are pleased to present
Elliott at “Best Zoning Practices for Large Planned Communities.”
The event will be held on Wednesday, Oct. 28, beginning at 7 p.m.
at Slayton House, 10400 Cross Fox Lane in the Wilde Lake Village
Center. It is free and open to the public. Registration is encouraged
but not required via ZoningSpeakerSeries.EventBrite.com.
Much has changed since Columbia was first developed and
New Town zoning was adopted in the 1960s. Today, Columbia
faces many of the same challenges that other communities do,
with areas in need of revitalization and others experiencing infill
development or redevelopment. As Howard County begins to con-

For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

B est Treatments Available
R easonable Fees
A fternoon & Evening Appointments
C onsultations are Free
E xcellent Results
S uper Smiles
The River Hill Village Center
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)
Offering the Best Treatments, including

Free Initial Consultation

410-381-1077
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template an update to New Town zoning, it is important to learn
about zoning practices and innovative ideas from around the United States that can inform zoning approaches here.
Elliott is a director with Clarion Associates, a national land use
consulting firm based in Denver. He will speak about how modern
zoning codes address development and change in maturing large
planned communities. Clarion Associates has drafted partially or
completely new zoning codes for more than 140 communities of all
sizes — from Alaska to Florida and from Maine to Arizona. Elliott
is familiar with Maryland and is currently working on a new development code for Prince George’s County.
CA’s Community Building Speakers Series brings thoughtprovoking speakers on topics that stimulate us to discuss, engage
and build our sense of community in Columbia. For more information, contact Scott Templin at 410-715-3166 or via email at
Planning@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Columbia Association
Partnering with U.Md. on
Action Learning Program
The University of Maryland has launched its third community
collaboration for its campus-wide action-learning program, The
Partnership for Action Learning in Sustainability (PALS).
More than 500 graduate and undergraduate students from 16
programs will work in Howard County as part of a yearlong partnership with Columbia Association (CA) and the Howard County
Government.
Columbia Association is proud to be selected as the first nonprofit organization to participate in the PALS program,” said CA
President and CEO Milton W. Matthews. “CA is in the ‘quality of
life business,’ so we are looking forward to working with the faculty and students in the program on projects that will ultimately lead to enhancing the quality of life in Columbia and Howard
County.”
Developed by the university’s National Center for Smart
Growth, PALS pairs faculty expertise with student ingenuity to
tackle sustainability issues facing Maryland communities. PALS
partners with one or two communities each academic year, matching customized coursework with the specific challenges described
by the partner community. Offering on-the-ground civic engagement, PALS coursework not only provides a living case study for
students, but also offers a rewarding social experience and best
mirrors future professional interactions within their disciplines.
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Previous partnerships took place in the cities of Frederick and
College Park.
More than 500 students will take part in the Howard County partnership. CA is sponsoring five of the 34 courses. Students
will help investigate best practices, new ideas and other strategies
that CA might be able to use to improve the quality of life in Columbia in the future.
Their projects include researching best management practices for forest edges in Columbia; conducting Columbia oral history
interviews to learn about different perspectives on themes of sustainability, diversity, community values and change; generating
more civic engagement; developing student designs for Lake Kittamaqundi to enhance the lakefront and area around it as a central
gathering place; and identifying strategies to enhance Columbia’s
older neighborhoods.
CA also will work with the county government-sponsored class
that will be developing concepts for revitalizing the Oakland Mills
Village Center.
“PALS offers a platform for communities and the university to
work together to solve some of our state’s most pressing issues
in sustainability,” said Dr. Gerrit Jan-Knaap, director of the university’s National Center for Smart Growth. “We are very excited
to be working in Howard County this year and I am eager to see
the partnership results—both in the community and in the classroom.”
For more information on the PALS partnership between the
University of Maryland, Columbia Association and the Howard
County Government, go to http://go.umd.edu/4hi.

There was a great turnout
at the 3rd Annual River Hill
Health Fair. Thanks to the
Coalition Halting Obesity in
Children Everywhere for cosponsoring the event and the
many vendors, performers,
and volunteers who helped
to make the day a success.
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Ghana Fest Continues
Celebration of Tema,
Columbia’s Newest Sister City
Columbia Association (CA) will host an afternoon of Ghanaian
music, drumming, dance and refreshments at Ghana Fest 2, the
latest event celebrating Columbia’s expanding relationship with its
new sister city of Tema.
Ghana Fest 2 will be held on Sunday, Nov. 8, from 3 to 5:30
p.m. at Slayton House, 10400 Cross Fox Lane in the Wilde Lake
Village Center. The event will celebrate the signing of the official
Sister Cities agreement between Columbia and Tema and the beginning of the youth and adult exchanges between the two communities.
CA’s first Ghana Fest was held in November 2013, and its Art
of Ghana event came next in May 2014. Tema officially became
Columbia’s third sister city after a signing ceremony in November
2014 involving Milton W. Matthews, CA’s president and CEO, and
the Hon. Isaac Odamtten, Tema’s mayor.
Ghana Fest 2 will include messages from the mayor of Ghana
and the Ghanaian Embassy. The program will begin promptly at
3 p.m. with a performance by Kwame Ansah-Brew and the Fritete
African Drum and Dance Ensemble. All are welcome at this free
cultural event. African dress is encouraged. Authentic Ghanaian
handicrafts will be raffled with the proceeds going to the Alex Waters Sister City Fund in support of student and adult exchanges
with Tema. Ghana Fest 2 is also sponsored by CA’s Tema Sister
City Committee.
Tema is Columbia’s third sister city and its first on the continent of Africa. It is a planned city of more than 160,000 people on
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the coast of Ghana that is located just east of the country’s capital, Accra. CA is planning adult and youth exchanges between the
communities in 2016; host families are needed. Columbia also
has two sister cities in Europe. The relationship between Columbia and Cergy-Pontoise, France, was established in 1977, while
the connection with Tres Cantos, Spain, dates back to 1990 and
just celebrated its 25th anniversary. CA is looking into developing
a fourth relationship with Cap Haitien, Haiti.
CA’s International Exchange & Multicultural Programs foster
international understanding and celebrate the diverse cultures of
Columbia. The goals of the International Exchange Program include developing new exchanges with Columbia’s three sister cities, and creating new Sister City relationships in other cities and
nations. CA also develops multicultural programs for the community such as the World Languages Café, Culture Fests and the
International Book Club. For more information, go to Columbi-

aAssociation.org/Multicultural or contact program manager Laura
Smit at 410-715-3162 or International@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Howard County and Columbia:
Partners in Pride Seminar
Our village covenants keep us looking good, but they are confined to external appearances. When it comes to health, safety,
and many quality of life issues, the village associations turn to
County departments and agencies for advice and assistance. But
which ones, when, and how?
If you’ve ever wondered about this, please join with residents
from other Columbia villages on Wednesday, November 4 from 7 –
8:45 p.m. at The Other Barn (5851 Robert Oliver Place, Columbia).
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Representatives from Howard County Departments will explain
how they can help our communities with a broad range of issues,
including property maintenance, safety, risk reduction, and a
healthy environment for people and pets.
Representatives from the following will be on hand:
• Department of Inspections, Licenses, and Permits;
• Department of Housing and Community Development,
• Howard County Health Department;
• Howard County Fire Department; and
• Howard County Police
Questions are up to the audience, but here are some that
might be asked:
• Who can advise me on the best options to fix aluminum wiring?
• Who decides if a deck has become unsafe?
• What can I do if I see an abandoned vehicle parked in my
neighborhood?
• How can I reduce the risk of Lyme disease in my yard?
• Has the county considered a law to prevent landlords with repeat violations from operating in Howard County?
• How do I store firewood in a way that won’t attract pests or
shelter ticks?
• Does the county limit the number of unrelated persons who
can occupy a house?
• A street tree in my neighborhood is dead—who do I call?
This seminar is hosted by the Oakland Mills Community Association and co-sponsored by the Columbia Villages and the Oakland Mills Housing, Marketing and Neighborhood Enhancement
Committees. For more information call 410-730-4610 or email
manager@oaklandmills.org.

School News
Fall Classes in River Hill:
Adult Ballroom Dancing (Claret Hall)
M
ongoing
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Email sam@studiodans.com to register.

Flow Yoga: All Levels (Claret Hall)
M/W
ongoing
9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Email KerriCooke26@gmail.com to register.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
Th
ongoing
10 – 10:45 a.m. Ages 0 – 5
Now registering for fall classes. For information call 301-7580304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

Nurtured Life Yoga (Meeting Room)
Sat through Oct 31
7:30 – 8:30 a.m.
Email thenurturedlife@icloud.com.

The Princeton Review (Claret Hall)
Ongoing.
For information call 800-273-8439 or visit
www.Princeton Review.com.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th
ongoing
7:30 – 8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Zumba (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th
ongoing
9:30 – 10:30 a.m. and 6 – 7 p.m.
Visit www.maria72.zumba.com or email welcome@msmaria.
dk to register.
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HCPSS Superintendent Named
a 2015 Innovator of the Year
Dr. Renee A. Foose has been named a 2015 Innovator of the
Year by Maryland’s The Daily Record. The award recognizes Maryland-based professionals and companies across a wide range of
industries. Dr. Foose is the only school system leader to be honored this year.
Specifically, Dr. Foose is being recognized for the Teachers for
Tomorrow initiative, an innovative program to lift students from
poverty, create a diverse and highly effective workforce, and help
eliminate gaps in learning achievement. She is the only school
system leader to be honored this year. This is her second Innovator of the Year award.
“It is an honor to be recognized alongside so many pioneering
thinkers and doers,” said Dr. Foose. “I am very fortunate to work
with education professionals dedicated to improving the lives of
our students.”
Foose and the other Innovator of the Year honorees will be
recognized at an awards celebration on Thursday, Oct. 15, 2015
beginning at 5:30 p.m. at The Center Club in Baltimore. All the
winners will be profiled in a special magazine that will be inserted
into the October 16 issue of The Daily Record.

School News
Four Howard County Schools
Among Newsweek’s Top High
Schools
Following an
US
Md
earlier erroneSchool
Ranking Ranking
ous omission,
Newsweek has
Centennial
271
5
added four HowMarriotts Ridge
333
6
ard County Public School System
River Hill
356
8
schools to its
Mt. Hebron
405
10
America’s Top
High Schools 2015
list. Centennial, Marriotts Ridge, Mt. Hebron and River Hill high
schools should have been included in the magazine’s original
rankings.
The survey data from HCPSS was submitted to Newsweek on
time, but was mistakenly excluded from the ranking analysis.
The schools, and the placements they earned on the national
and state lists are in the table below.
The corrected Newsweek information can be found online at www.newsweek.com/high-schools/americas-top-highschools-2015.

River Hill High School 5K
and Fun Run
River Hill High School is holding a 5K and Family Fun Run
on Saturday, October 10. Meet at the RHHS Stadium at 9 a.m.
All proceeds benefit the River Hill High School Boosters Association. For more information and to register, visit www.riverhill.org/
boosters.

Howard County Public School
College Fair
Parents and students of all ages are invited to meet representatives from more than 150 colleges and universities from
throughout the region and nation on Sunday, October 18, from
1–3 p.m. at the Howard County Community College Galleria.
Breakout sessions include financial aid, college essay writing and
the college application process. Cosponsored by the HCPSS Office
of School Counseling. Contact: Nancy Beneski or Dana Meledick
at 410-313-7068.

Coat Drive at Clarksville
Middle School
The Annual Family Coat Drive is underway for those in need
in our community! Fall is a great time for closet cleaning and giving! The PTA Council of Howard County and the HCPSS Pupil
Personnel Workers are sponsoring the 2015 Annual Family Coat
Drive. CMS families and students can donate new or gently used
coats, hats, mittens, and gloves, that are clean and wearable (zippers work and buttons are in place), by delivering them to CMS
through Friday, October 24. There will be a box in the front lobby
for the coats. All donated items are provided to Howard County
students and families who are in need. Past donations have been
greatly appreciated and put to good use. Thank you for giving the
gift of warmth.

River Hill High School
Presents Almost, Maine
This October, the River Hill High School Theatre Arts Department proudly presents Almost, Maine by John Cariani. Performance dates are October 15, 16, and 17 at 7 p.m. and October
18 at 2 p.m. All performances will be held in the RHHS auditorium. Tickets are $10 in advance and $12 at the door. The advance
ticket sale price ($10) will be honored at the door if you bring a
non-perishable food item. All food donations go to Howard County Food Bank. For advance sale of tickets, visit “Seat Yourself” at
www.seatyourself.biz/rhhs. For questions or additional information, contact Pam Land at pland@hcpss.org or 410-313-7120.
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Architectural News
RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION
Deadline (Friday)

Meeting Date

September 11, 2015

October 7, 2015

September 25, 2015

October 21, 2015

October 9, 2015

November 4, 2015

October 23, 2015

November 18, 2015

November 6, 2015

December 2, 2015

November 20, 2015

Approved
6502 Barley Corn Row
6504 Radiant Gleam Way
6225 Waving Willow Path

Tree Removals
Tree Removals
Tree Removals

December 16, 2015

Approved with Condition
6473 Onward Trail
		
6445 Sundown Trail
		

Grading, Step(s), Tree
Removals, Walkway
Deck, Other Alterations,
Porch: Screened

Fridays by 12 Noon

September 2, 2015

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m.
Applications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign-in.
Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental documentation, application amendments, or additional information
that the RAC has requested.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agendas are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agendas are published in The Villager when the publication schedule
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision.
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

Upcoming Meeting
October 21, 2015
12108 Hidden Waters Way
5909 Gentle Call
		
6416 Western Star Run

Landscaping, Walkway
Stones Under Deck,
Retaining Wall, Walkway
Tree Removals

AC Decisions
October 7, 2015
Pending
5837 Wild Orange Gate
6419 Western Star Run
5941 Gentle Call
12113 Hidden Waters Way
6420 Enchanted Solitude Place
		
		
6407 Morning Time Lane
		
6404 Reedy Song Knoll

September 16, 2015

Tree Removals
Fence: Split Rail
Tree Removals
Tree Removals
Deck: Lattice, Landscaping,
Patio, Retaining Walls,
Walkway
Deck, Other Alterations,
Porch: Screened, Shed
Landscaping: Rock, Patio, Step
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Approved
6308 Victorious Song Lane
6439 Western Star Run

Tree Additions
Deck

Approved with Condition
5801 White Pebble Path
7025 Best Times Path
6013 Pure Sky Place
6464 Sundown Trail

Play Equipment
Basketball Half Court
Shed
Tree Removals

Disapproved
6400 Reedy Song Knoll

Enclosure

Architectural News
August 19, 2015
Approved
6504 Great Drum Circle
12187 Linden Linthicum Lane
		
		
5804 Laurel Leaves Lane
7098 Garden Walk

Patio, Retaining Walls
Landscaping, Lighting, Patio,
Tree Removals, Walkway,
Water Feature
Deck, Porch: Screened
Tree Removals

Approved with Condition
5917 Gentle Call
6313 Gentle Light Lane

Rain Barrels
Fence

Fast Track Applications
Approved
6594 Autumn Wind Circle
6316 Last Sunbeam Place
		

Tree Removal
Garage Doors: Material
Change

Approved with Condition
6433 Grateful Heart Gate

Tree Removal

Fall Leaf and Yard Waste
Collection
It is time for the fall yard clean up! Landscape beds may need
weeding and mulch application.
Leaves should be raked from lawns and removed from sidewalks, street curbs, and roadways and bagged in paper bags or
placed in open containers. Leaves should never be blown into the
street. Leaves left or blown into the street flush into storm drains.
Not only can these leaves clog the drains but they also bring excessive nutrient-rich debris to the local streams feeding the Chesapeake Bay system. This causes pollution that is detrimental to
the environment. If you have a wooded section of your yard, consider using the raked leaves or pine needles as ground cover and
mulch in that area. Leave your grass clippings on your lawn instead of bagging them for recycling. Lawn professionals recommend this “grass cycling” for a greener healthier lawn; the grass
clippings return nutrients to the soil and improve lawn quality.
Please do not dump your yard debris in Columbia’s Open Space.
The dumped material is unsightly and encourages others to
dump.
Howard County will collect ONLY the following yard debris on
your regular recycling day through January 22:
• Grass, leaves, light brush, and hedge clippings.
• Hay, straw, dry seedpods, pine cones, etc.
• Small limbs or branches less than 4” in diameter and 4’ in
length.
To ensure curbside collection:
• Set out your yard recycling the night before or 6 a.m. on your
recycling day.
• Place the yard recycling in OPEN paper bags or loose in trash
containers without lids.
• Bundle light brush/small tree limbs together with string. Each
bundle can be no longer than 4 feet and less than 18 inches
in diameter.
• Make sure each bag or bundle weighs less than 40 pounds.
The County will not accept the following yard waste: manmade or miscellaneous material mixed with yard trimmings,
stumps, bushes with root bases attached, and yard trimmings
placed in recycling bins or in cardboard boxes.
REMEMBER: Store your yard recycling containers and trash
cans in an inconspicuous location until collection day. This is a
Covenant requirement.
If you miss a pickup, you can take your yard waste to the
Alpha Ridge Landfill. The landfill will also accept small amounts
of soil, rock debris, and certain other items. (Residents must provide proof of county residency to purchase a landfill permit.) The
Alpha Ridge Landfill is located at 2350 Marriottsville Road in Marriottsville, Maryland. Call the Bureau of Environmental Services, 410-313-6444, or visit the www.co.ho.md.us/departments.
aspx?ID=815 website for more information about the County’s
curbside collection and landfill services.
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AROUND TOWN
5th District Vol. Fire Dept. Open House

Free Conversational English Classes

Sun., Oct. 11, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at Clarksville Fire Station, 5000
Signal Bell Lane, Clarksville. Children’s activities, demonstrations, light refreshments. Free. For more information, call 410313-7215.

Mondays beginning October 19 through June 13, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
at Kahler Hall, 5440 Old Tucker Row, Columbia. Language learning for both adults and children (2nd grade and up) sponsored by
FIRN and Harper’s Choice Community Association. Contact Roslyn Lindner at 443-276-3211 for more information.

Volunteer Opportunity
FIRN is a non-profit serving the foreign born community and is
seeking volunteers to help foreign born neighbors navigate life
in America and develop their language skills. Make new friends
and learn about someone else’s culture while teaching them your
own. No experience is necessary and no need to speak another
language, just patience and a desire to help others succeed. Opportunities available to work with adults or children. Volunteers
are also needed to help in the office. For more information, contact Roslyn at volunteer@firnonline.org.

Let’s Go HoCo Community
5K and Fun Run
Sun., Oct. 11 in downtown Columbia, the 2nd annual Let’s Go
HoCo – HCPSS Community 5K and 1 Mile Fun Run will take
place. This event brings together HCPSS students, families, staff
and community members in a celebration of health and well-being. For information and registration, visit www.hcpss5k.com.
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Relationships and the Adolescent Age
Discussion
Thurs., Oct. 22, 6:30-8:15 p.m. at the Bain 50+ Center, 5470 Ruth
Keeton Way, Columbia. Discussion with other parents and a panel
of experienced professionals to address appropriate dating behaviors for adolescents with a focus on keeping teens safe. Free.
Registration required. Visit www.howardcountymd.gov/familyinstitute for more information.

Family Fitness Night
Fri., Oct. 9, 7-8:30 p.m. at Columbia Gym, 6151 Daylong Lane,
Clarksville. Bring your family dressed in comfortable clothes and
sneakers for an evening of interactive games and sports activities.
Registration required. Cost varies depending on member/nonmember status with CA. Call 410-531-8984 for more information
and registration.

AROUND TOWN
Appraisal Roadshow and Antiques Fair
Sun., Oct 11, 10-11:30 a.m. & 11:30 a.m-1 p.m. at Miller Branch
Library, 9421 Frederick Road, Ellicott City. Howard County Historical Society presents two sessions for the audience to participate and present potentially valuable items to be evaluated by
appraisal experts. Ticket prices range from $5-$12. See www.
hchsmd.org for details and to register.

Season Opening Celebration and
String Quartet
Sat., Oct. 17 at 6:30 p.m. at The Galleria, Howard Community
College and Smith Theater, Horowitz Center, 10901 Little Patuxent Parkway, Columbia. Kick off the 43rd season of the Candlelight Concert Society in style. Reception and fashion show in
honor of the Kelemen Quartet’s homeland. Guests will enjoy Hungarian appetizers, wine, and beautiful creations by Hungarian designer Tunde Hrivnak. Following the opening celebration at The
Galleria, the Kelemen Quartet will perform at Smith Theater at 8
p.m. Call 410-997-2324 or visit www.candlelightconcerts.org for
details.
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AROUND TOWN
Painting Workshop
Sat.-Sun., Oct. 17-18, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at Columbia Art Center,
6100 Foreland Garth, Columbia. Guest Artist Workshop with
Steve Fleming designed for watercolor artists and oil painters with
some experience in either media. Composition, concept and focus
of the painting will be discussed and demonstrated. Create your
own painting in your choice of medium. For information or to register, call 410-730-0075, email Art.Staff@ColumbiaAssociation.
org, or visit ColumbiaArtCenter.org. Fee depends on CA membership/residency.

Columbia Pro Cantare Concert
“Northern Lights”
Sat., Oct. 24, 8 p.m. at the Jim Rouse Theatre for the Performing Arts, 5460 Trumpeter Road, Columbia. Columbia Pro Cantare
concert “Northern Lights” includes works by Sibelius, Nielsen,
Buxtehude and Glazunov. Joining the chorus under the direction of Frances Motyca Dawson will be Rachel Blaustein, soprano,
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chamber orchestra, Alison Gatwood, piano, and Ronald Mutchnik, violin. A pre-concert lecture begins at 7 p.m. Free post-concert reception. Tickets: $23 and $20 (students and sr. citizens) in
advance; $2 more at door. Discounted group rates available. To
order tickets call 410.799.9321 or visit www.procantare.org.

Howard County Autism Society’s “One
Step Closer” Walk and 5k Race
Sun., Nov. 1 at 9 a.m. at Centennial Park, 10000 Route 108, Ellicott City. The Howard County Autism Society (HCAS), a trusted
resource to hundreds of families living with autism in Howard
County, is holding its 9th Annual run/walk event. Proceeds support HCAS’ programs and services for individuals on the spectrum, their families and the local community. There will be
children’s activities, including face painting, costume performers
and two moon bounces. A complimentary continental breakfast
will be available for runners and walkers. Register online at www.
howard-autism.org/one-step-closer-autism-walk-and-5k-run.

CLASSIFIEDS
Ms. Sandra’s Daycare

Tutor

Opening available for infant care (6 weeks to 24 months). Loving home, smoke and pet free. License #132975. Contact Sandra
Romero – 410-531-3237 or mssandrasdaycare@gmail.com.

Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder, High Functioning Autism, Advocate; all ages (K-12); specializing in organizational skills, study skills, time management, reading/writing
process, reading skills, all with application to content material at
any level. SAT/ACT reading and English areas. Background: Special Education Coordinator for school based programs. Howard
County resident. 301-922-6827 or email InsightsED@gmail.com.

Tiki’s Playhouse Doggie Daycare
Busy doggie daycare in Glenelg is now hiring PT/FT employees.
Applicants must be dependable, have reliable transportation and
able to work some weekends. Previous experience preferred, but
not required. Call 410-489-7889.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting
“Our Passion is Your Pets”
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact:
www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support including Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and
more. Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.
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How to Pay for College Without
Breaking the Bank
College grants, scholarship expert available for seminars and 1-1
help on obtaining unique and traditional funding as well as essay
assistance and student resume building. Helped students obtain
partial and full scholarships. 10/26 at Owen Brown Community
Center, 7-9 p.m. $20 per family. Shari Chase 301-537-2747.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture. Art, Silver,
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+ yr experience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic
Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

CLASSIFIEDS
Every Sound Counts Tutoring
Special Education teacher with 24 years experience. Proficient
and effective with Multi-sensory Instruction. Orton, Wilson, Phonographix, LiPS, SPIRE, Glass Analysis and other programs used
to improve reading, spelling, comprehension and writing skills.
References Available. Contact Deborah Anderson 443-739-5327
debbie.everysoundcounts@gmail.com.

Avon
Shop my Avon on-line store at www.youravon.com/clarksville For
brochure delivery or to buy or sell Avon, contact: Linda Peletski,
Avon Independent Sales Representative lpeletski@verizon.net cell301-873-1247.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand running, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771,
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Your real estate expert in River Hill & Howard County
Shun Lu, Ph.D, Re/Max 100
410-440-7738 (C) 410-730-6100 (O)
Email:
Web:		
Office:
			

ShunLu@ReMax.net
ShunLuRealEstate.com
5575 Sterrett Place
Columbia, MD 21044

Top 1% Realtors Nationwide
A resident of Clarksville
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