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DPZ Hosts Community Meeting on October 14

Help Plan for the Future along MD108

I

f one thing is constant, it is change.
The Clarksville-River Hill community
has seen significant change over the
last 30 years. Thirty years ago Clarksville
sat at a much smaller, more rural crossroads. Since then, St. Louis Church and
School and Linden Linthicum Church
have expanded, there are now three gas
stations instead of one, Kendall Hardware
has moved from a Quonset hut to its current location, Pizza Hut is no longer the
only restaurant in town, and more than
2,200 homes have been built in the immediate area.
Today, MD 108 is a major thoroughfare which in 2011 carried approximately 19,990 vehicles per day according to
the 2011 Maryland State Highway Administration’s Howard County Traffic
Volume Map. The community now has
all the pluses and minuses that come
with increased residential and commer-
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Camaraderie, popcorn, and prizes were in abundance at the Association’s Family Bingo Night.
cial growth. As new development projects
come on line, such as the Clarksville Commons mixed use development across from
the River Hill Village Center and the redevelopment of the River Hill Garden Center
property, the community will experience
even more change. How do we plan for the
future and create an environment where
people want to live, work, and play?
The Howard County Department of
Planning and Zoning is beginning the process to ensure quality development and
redevelopment along the commercial corridor in Clarksville for decades to come. This

process will include significant community
input and will be guided by design professionals both within and outside of County
government. The goal is to ensure a livable, walkable, bikable, sustainable community.
Residents are invited to attend a community meeting at Claret Hall on October
14 at 7:30 p.m. to learn more about how
this project will proceed, how you can participate, and what you can expect along
the way. For more information, please contact Bill Mackey at wmackey@howardcountymd.gov.

Send Our Troops a Piece of Home
River Hill will be hosting a Howard County flag from October 28 through November
2. We encourage residents to stop by Claret Hall and sign the flag. Once the flag has visited all 10 Columbia Villages, it will be sent to our troops overseas.
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.

Board Highlights . . .
September 16, 2013
•

Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

•

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday
9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m.–Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

•

Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org
Covenant Advisor:
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org
Facility Coordinator:
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

•

•
•

Ginny Gick, Community Liaison for Howard County, announced that River Hill will be the 3rd area participating in
the County’s pilot program for residential food waste recycling.
George Stone, Greenstone Ventures, presented the plans for
the first phase of the Clarksville Commons mixed-use development to be constructed on the former Gateway School Site
on MD 108.
The Board met with Brian McGowan, W.R. Grace representative, to discuss covenants on the properties located at 7400
and 7450 Grace Drive. Mr. McGowan announced that Grace
has signed a sales agreement for the 66-acre parcel located
between the current Grace campus and the boundary of the
Village of River Hill.
The Board approved free use of the River Hill Meeting Room
for Girl Scout Troop 67 meetings.
Executive Session held to discuss legal matters.
Minutes Approved: August 12, 2013.

Upcoming Board Meetings
October 7 – William Erskine, Counsel for the River Hill Garden
Center, will discuss the petition for a setback variance that was
submitted to the county in September.
December 9 – Andy Stack, Chairperson of the Columbia Association’s (CA) Board of Directors, will meet to discuss CA/community
relations.

Communications & Events Coordinator:
Maureen Cogan, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Board Meeting Schedule

Administrative Assistant:
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

All meetings are held in Claret Hall at the River Hill Village
Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior
to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident
Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you have written
material you would like the Board to review, please drop it by
the village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved minutes are available for review at the village office. For
additional information, please contact the village office.
NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: October 7 and November 18 at 7
p.m. Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board
Meeting Agendas & Minutes.

RIVER HILL BOARD
Melissa Bradshaw....................................................................571-243-9462
Kathy Chavers (Development & Open Space).....Kathy.Chavers@gmail.com
Jenny Chu (Special Events)....................................... jennyzchu@yahoo.com
Kenny Kan, Chairperson (Financial Matters)................ kwtkan@hotmail.com
Dengfeng Liu............................................................................. liudf@jhu.edu
Dipper Wettstein (Watershed) ............................ Dipper@BrazzelDazzle.com
Liyan Zhang, Vice Chair (Development &
Open Space)........................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Tiffany Kan (Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.

Text to Join!

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Maureen Cogan:
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Producation: www.realfreshcreative.com

You can now join Claret Hall’s
e-mail list with the tap of a few
keys on your phone. Find out
about upcoming events and other
important neighborhood news.
Text CLARETHALL to 22828 to
get started.

Michael Cornell

301-742-2761
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Food Scrap Recycling Coming
to River Hill
Howard County is expanding its food scrap recycling pilot
project. Starting in November, collections will begin at residences
in River Hill.
Green bins can be requested by returning the mail-in sign up
card that you receive in the mail. For videos and food scrap recycling facts and tips, check out www.FeedTheGreenBin.org.

QiGong Class Offered
There’s a new class at Claret Hall on Tuesdays from 7 to 8
p.m. and it’s helping people feel better. It’s called QiGong, pronounced “chee gung” and it means energy exercise. It is a combination of meditation and slow, beautiful movements to relax the
body and calm the mind. This health maintenance system was developed and practiced by the ancient Chinese to
prevent disease. Now QiGong is becoming world known for its
ability to reduce the physical and mental effects of stress. Anyone can practice QiGong as no strain is placed on the body and no
equipment is necessary.
Like Tai Chi, QiGong cultivates an expanded level of awareness of the presence of qi (life energy) in and around the body.
Both involve movements designed to clear blocked qi to enhance
qi circulation while bringing balance to the body. While Tai Chi
is taught like a martial art, with a lot of detail in the geometry of
the movements, QiGong is about the intention of the movement.
You move to your ability. In doing so, you immediately realize the
benefits of a QiGong practice which are that it enhances immune
function, reduces the ill effects of stress, prevents disease, calms
the mind and emotions, lowers blood pressure, increases flexibility, treats chronic pain, and improves sleep.
The teacher, Jessica Koch, is a certified Five Element Medical QiGong instructor. She began studying QiGong shortly after
her introduction to the benefits of meditation over twelve years
ago. She continues to study and explore the healing effects of qi
through energy balancing modalities such as Zero Balancing and
External Qi Healing. She enjoys providing the opportunity for others to experience healing in both the classroom setting and oneon-one sessions.
For more information, please contact Jessica of EnerQi, LLC
through her website: www.enerqiflows.com.
This is a drop-in class so no registration is required and the
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fee is $10 per class except for the first class, which is free. If you
have questions, call Jessica at 240-462-9103.

Prevent Kitchen Fires
Fire and Rescue Departments around the country will be focusing on fire prevention and safety during National Fire Prevention Week, October 6-12. This year the emphasis will be on
preventing kitchen fires. Did you know that cooking fires are the
number one cause of home fires and home injuries? The leading
cause of fires in the kitchen is unattended cooking and most cooking fires in the home involve the stovetop.
Always cook with caution when in the kitchen. Be on alert! If
you are sleepy or have consumed alcohol, don’t use the stove or
stovetop. Stay in the kitchen while you are frying, grilling or broiling food. If you leave the kitchen, turn off the stove. If you are simmering, baking roasting, or boiling food, check it regularly, remain
in the home while food is cooking, and use a timer to remind you
that you are cooking. Keep anything that can catch fire—oven
mitts, wooden utensils, food packaging, towels or curtains—away
from your stovetop. If you have children, have a “kid-free zone” of
at least 3 feet around the stove and areas where hot food or drink
is prepared or carried.
If you have a cooking fire—just get out! When you leave, close
the door behind you to help contain the fire. Call 9-1-1 after you
leave. If you try to fight the fire, be sure others are getting out and
you have a clear way out. Keep a lid nearby when you’re cooking to smother small grease fires. Smother the fire by sliding the
lid over the pan and turn off the stovetop. Leave the pan covered
until it is completely cooled. For an oven fire turn off the heat and
keep the door closed.
Reprinted from www.firepreventionweek.com

KidzArt Classes Perfect for
Homeschoolers

Everett Jewelers Celebrates
Anniversary
October 2013 marks the 26th anniversary of River Hill Village Center’s Everett Jewelers, which has been in the village for
16 years. Staff member Cindy has been with Everett since they
opened in River Hill, and staff member Pat has been with Everett
for 13 years. Rick Everett, owner, has designed engagement rings
and wedding bands for children whose parents came to him for
their own wedding bands 25 years ago.
Yet Rick says he feels that those 25 years passed very quickly. Having been in business that long is one of the reasons Rick
feels so ingrained in the community, and community means a lot
to him. “Being a jeweler in the community is a much more personal experience than many might imagine,” said Rick. “Customers, friends really, come to me to mark important moments in their
lives. I enjoy designing jewelry to mark important anniversaries
knowing that the ring or pendant I make is a symbol of years in a
loving relationship.”
As well as providing a service to his customers, he also receives support and friendship from them. “When my work family had to deal with an employee’s 13-year-old daughter trying to
overcome leukemia, members of the community were there for us.
We put together a benefit concert held at the Crystal Ballroom at
the Clarksville firehouse to raise money along with the young girl’s
spirits. Her fellow middle school students and staff were there,
too,” said Rick.
Many of Rick’s customers have been with him since he opened
at the Owen Brown Village Center 26 years ago, and some customers still come in who have been customers from before he had his
own business.
Everett Jewelers will celebrate their anniversary with an open
house store party on Saturday November 23 and their biggest sale
ever. Beginning on November 1, everything will be from 40 percent to 50 percent off, just in time for holiday shopping. Rick said,
“Please stop by when you can, we are here for you and appreciate
all of our Everett Jeweler customer friends.”

Patti Buckingham is the teacher of the KidzArt classes at
Claret Hall. She has been teaching at KidzArt for four years as
part of a team of teachers who work for Ebbie Hodnett, the owner
of the KidzArt franchise in Howard County. Kidzart is an international program and Howard County has one of the largest franchises in the world.
In addition to teaching at Claret Hall, Patti teaches in four
Howard County public schools. “The homeschoolers are always
so enthusiastic and eager to learn,” said Patti. “Even some of my
younger students who start out feeling very shy, are ready to dive
into uncharted territory with their new found drawing abilities
after a few classes,” she said.
Before teaching KidzArt, Patti worked at Patuxent Publishing as the art director for Maryland Family Magazine. She said,
“Part of my job involved working with children and their families
in the local community, trying to get great, spirited photographs to
enhance the editorial content of the magazine.” She also currently works part time with children at the Judy Center in The Cradlerock School.
When asked what her favorite part of teaching art is, Patti
responded, “I love to watch kids gain confidence as we proceed
through the session. I find that many children get stuck in what
they are willing to draw. They learn how to draw one thing and
keep repeating what they know, instead of forging ahead to draw
unfamiliar things.” The KidzArt curriculum helps kids get “unstuck” by being very diversified and letting kids try lots of new
things. Kids learn techniques and content from other parts of the

In-Home Personal Trainer
Did you always want to start an exercise program but did not know
how? Is sticking with a program difficult? I offer fun and effective
program designs tailored to your personal goals.
For more details feel free to contact me:

Monica
Certified Personal Trainer
4u2getfit@gmail.com
443-415-8081
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Telephone Survey for
Comprehensive Plan for
Serving Older Adults

world, and the classes imitate styles from the famous masters to
modern, contemporary artists.
Developed with the philosophy that learning to draw creates
confidence, focus, and perseverance, KidzArt students engage
their imaginations in a whole new way. The curriculum never repeats and enables students to confidently create their own masterpieces each week. The assignments are simple and fun and the
environment is such that there is no right or wrong way to do art.
Younger children practice following directions and using fine
motor skills. Older children love having the freedom, guidance and
encouragement to further their drawing skills. Within each session, students will explore a variety of artist grade media, such
as Prismacolor Markers, ArtStix, Oil Pastels, Chalk Pastels, Charcoal, Watercolor, Clay, Copper, Textured Papers and much more.
KidzArt brings out the creativity and “KidzArtist” in all of the students. Classes take place at Claret Hall on Tuesdays at 1 p.m.
Registration is ongoing at www.KidzArtMd.com or by calling 410489-0323.
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Columbia Association (CA) has contracted Mason-Dixon Market Research to conduct a telephone survey for landlines and cellphone lines of adults ages 45 years and older in the area. This
survey will gather input from the community about the Comprehensive Plan for Serving the Older Adult Community. The goal of
the plan is to identify programs and services that CA should develop or advocate for so that the older adult community is served well
in the future. The telephone surveys began in September. Visit ColumbiaAssociation.org/OlderAdults to learn more about the comprehensive plan.

Records Management
Workshop by Columbia
Archives
October is American Archives Month, a perfect time to attend
the Records Management Workshop. Whether you’re the president of a club, secretary of an organization, or historian for an association, there are probably boxes of records taking up space. It’s
good to know what should be kept on hand, what can be recycled
and what might be appropriate to donate to a community archive.
Columbia Archives will help you figure out what’s what with this
workshop on Monday, Oct. 14, from 4 to 7 p.m. at Historic Oak-

land, 5430 Vantage Point Road in Columbia Town Center. The
workshop is free and open to the public. A light supper will be provided. The workshop will be led by Rebecca Fitzgerald, a certified
records manager and archivist. Registration is required, and early
registration is encouraged so that the presentation can be tailored
to those attending. Register at www.ManagingRecords.Eventbrite.
com. For more information, email Columbia.Archives@ColumbiaAssociation.org or call 410-715-6781.

American Chestnut Trees are
Coming to River Hill
American chestnut trees were very important to the ecosystem of eastern forests prior to their disappearance about 100
years ago due to the “chestnut blight.” When they thrived, the
American chestnut tree comprised nearly a quarter of the tree species in the forests and provided food and shelter for many animals.
The Columbia Association’s Open Space Management Division
(OSM) has partnered with the American Chestnut Cooperators’
Foundation (ACCF) to help restore the American chestnut to its
former place in eastern hardwood forests. Ten American chestnut
tree seeds will be planted in River Hill during the month of October.
The seeds being used are
from trees that naturally sur- PLANTING SITE
vived the blight and therefore have a higher chance of
survival. They will be planted on a hillside in the open
space between Ocean Shore
Lane and River Run. This site
was chosen because American
chestnuts prefer full sunshine
and an east-facing slope. Over
the next few weeks OSM personnel will be amending the
soil, planting the seeds, and
installing a split rail fence
around the planting area.
Small cages will be installed around each seed to prevent them
from being dug up by squirrels or other animals. Installation will
be completed by the end of October. Following planting, OSM staff
will monitor the tree growth for blight resistance and report the results to the ACCF.

New Smartphone App and
Signs Make Navigating
Columbia’s Pathways Easier
It is now easier than ever for Columbia residents to enjoy the
community’s signature 94-mile pathway system. That’s because
Columbia Association (CA) is introducing two new tools for pedestrians, joggers and bicyclists: a smartphone app for iPhone and
Android users; and pathway signage, the first of which has been
installed between Lake Kittamaqundi and Wilde Lake.
The smartphone app is free and can be downloaded at ColumbiaAssociation.org/CAPath or by searching your app store
for “CA Pathways.” Its map shows pathways, sidewalks, tunnels,
playgrounds and tot lots, parks, playing fields, wooded areas, CA

facilities, buildings and even golf course fairways. “Columbia was
designed to be a walkable community, to have people walk from
homes to village centers and pools. This is a way that we hope will
get the community out there and more active,” said Valerie Barnard, CA’s director of sales and marketing.
CA has made paper maps available for years. This digital app,
developed at a cost of about $35,000, will help reduce the number
of paper maps distributed. It also promotes CA amenities and services and provides information about CA facilities, including their
history and phone numbers. The app will be updated quarterly,
and community members are welcome to provide feedback online
at www.Solutions.ColumbiaAssociation.org.
Meanwhile, 15 signs have been installed between the north
side of Wilde Lake and the Downtown Lakefront Plaza at Lake Kittamaqundi, a pilot project that is part of the recommendations
put forth by the Connecting Columbia Active Transportation Action Agenda. These signs indicate direction and distance between
key points and destinations. The pilot project cost $7,400 for the
signs and other materials, and $4,600 for design work and design
guidelines that can be used in future phases.
“These signs will encourage people to walk a little farther and
to walk more often, all while having comfort in knowing exactly
where they are and how to get where they want to go,” said Jan
Clark, landscape architect and project manager with CA’s Bureau
of Community Building and Sustainability. More signs will be installed over time in other sections of CA’s pathway system. “People
can use the pathways to bike or walk to visit their friends, to go
shopping and to enjoy Columbia’s open space, in addition to using
them for exercise,” Clark said. “We hope that people will find these
signs easy to read and easy to use without them being overly intrusive on their outdoor experience.”
The community is invited to provide comments and feedback
as CA plans for additional pathway signs by sending an email to
Jan.Clark@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Inspire Columbia Seeks Input
Columbia Association (CA) is updating the CA Strategic Plan
and is seeking input from people who live, work and play in Columbia. Please go to www.InspireColumbia.com and share your
thoughts on the quality of life in Columbia, how Columbia can remain a community of choice, and what CA’s top priorities should
be in the next 5 years.
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Deer Management Program for
2013-2014

Middle Patuxent Environmental Area: Bow & Shotgun
October 14; October 28; November 4; November 11;
November 25; January 9; January 23; February 20.

The County will hold fall/winter managed deer hunts in an
effort to help maintain a stable, balanced white-tailed deer population in our parks where deer browsing has been shown to reduce biodiversity.
Since the program began in 1998, there has been an observable improvement in habitat quality and vegetation abundance
in many of the parks where managed hunting has taken place.
This year’s managed hunts will include a combination of bow and
shotgun hunting. Hunting hours are from dawn until noon, and
each park will be closed for all other uses during this time. The
hunting schedule is as follows:

Schooley Mill Park: Shotgun Hunting
January 30; February 6.

Alpha Ridge Park: Bow & Shotgun
October 10; November 13; November 21; January 22.
Blandair Park: Bow Hunting
October 3; October 15; October 31; November 7; November 18;
February 5; February 12.
David Force Park: Bow & Shotgun
October 8; October 29; November 5; November 26; January 15.
High Ridge Park: Shotgun Hunting
October 23; November 19; January 16; January 29.
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West Friendship Park (Wounded Soldiers Hunt): Bow & Shotgun
October 24; November 12; December 11; February 26.
In addition to this managed hunt program that gives specially screened and selected hunters daytime access to certain parks,
the Department of Recreation & Parks also operates a sharpshooting program. The sharpshooting program utilizes licensed and
qualified marksmen and precise, accurate, noise-suppressed firearms at night in areas where the managed hunt is not feasible.
Since deer population reduction programs (such as the hunts
and sharpshooting) are not possible in many areas of the county,
the Department of Recreation & Parks has developed a Deer Management Reference Manual to help homeowners and gardeners
live in harmony with white-tailed deer. The manual, which is available in all county library branches, contains information on the
use of deer repellents, fencing to protect crops and property, how
to avoid deer-auto collisions, and Lyme Disease prevention. There
is also information about the county’s deer management program
available on the Department’s website at www.howardcountymd.
gov/deermanagement.htm.

School News
New Asst. Principal at PRES

Emergency Closing Notices

Lenore Schiff is the new assistant principal at Pointers Run
Elementary School. She comes to Pointers Run with experiences from other Howard County schools as well as schools out of
state. She has worked as a special educator, school counselor,
school psychologist, and assistant principal during her 35 years
in education. Contact her at lenore_schiff@hcpss.org.

AHS is on Twitter

The Howard County Public School System (HCPSS) has
changed some of the sources it uses to distribute information regarding emergency and weather-related closings. A complete list
of sources, including text messaging services and TV stations,
can be found at www.hcpss.org/news/weather.shtml. The HCPSS
website, www.hcpss.org, is the first and most complete source of
information. Please note that the HCPSS does not use schoolsout.
com or eschoolnews.com for any notifications. Any information
found on these sites cannot be verified.

Atholton High School Athletics now has a Twitter feed for information on their sports. You can follow them at AthleticsAtAHS.

Film Cameras Needed

Atholton HS SAT Prep Class
The Atholton High School PTSA offers a variety of SAT/ACT
prep courses. If you’re looking for a two-day, affordable course,
The Answer is for you. Learn major strategies and take a fulllength test for just $139. M/W Oct. 7 & 9 from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m.
(SAT Prep); M/W Oct. 28 & 30 from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. (ACT Prep);
T/TH Nov. 19 & 21 from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. (SAT Prep). Register by
calling 410-997-3006 or e-mailing info@theanswerclass.com.

The Photography program at River Hill HS needs your neglected or unused old film cameras. They are one of only a handful of
high school programs in the country to offer traditional darkroom
photography. Along with learning to shoot digitally, the students
learn to shoot, process, and print photographs from film. If you
have an old 35mm film SLR (Single Lens Reflex) camera or photo
or darkroom equipment that is not getting use and you would like
to give it new life, please consider donating it. Drop off equipment
in the front office of RHHS or contact Jacob Cecil at jacob_cecil@
hcpss.org to arrange a pickup.
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Fall Classes in River Hill:
Easy Method Driving School (Meeting Room)
M/W ongoing
5:50–9:05 p.m.
Call 410-461-9090 or 1-877-461-9090 or
visit www.easymethoddrivingschool.com.

KidzArt (Claret Hall)
T ongoing
1–2 p.m.
Call 410-489-0323 or visit www.KidzArtMD.com.

Longfellow Nursery School (Meeting Room) NEW!
T/Th		
2yrs
9 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.*
M/W/F
3 yrs
9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
M-TH		
4 yrs
12:45 – 3:15 p.m.
*2yr old class time is extended over time to 2.5 hrs.
Still registering for the 2013-2014 school year. For information
visit www.lnscolumbia.org, email lnscolumbia@gmail.com, or
call Amy at 571-242-5666.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
Th ongoing
10–10:45 a.m.
Ages 0–5
Now registering for fall classes. For information call 301-7580304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

QiGong (Claret Hall)
Tu ongoing
7 to 8 p.m.
Call 240-462-9103 for information. Drop in to register.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
7:30–8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Zumba® (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
9:30–10:30 a.m. and 6–7 p.m.
Call 410-794-6757 or visit www.dmikolasko.zumba.com.

Check out the River Hill Community
Association’s Facebook page. “Like Us” to get
valuable information and stay informed
about activities happening in Columbia.
We’re also on Twitter! @ClaretHallMD
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School News
Teen Advisory Committee
Seeks New Members
CA’s Youth and Teen Center is looking to recruit new members for the Columbia Association Teen Advisory Committee (ages
13-19) and Middle School Advisory Committee (ages 11-13). Each
committee serves to develop, plan and implement programs and
activities for youth in Columbia. Members earn community service
hours for serving on the committees. Meetings are held every third
Thursday of the month at The Barn, from 6:30 to7 p.m. For more
information, call 410-992-3726.

College Financial Aid Night
The River Hill Student Services Office will be hosting a College
Financial Aid Information night on Thursday, October 10 from 7
to 9 p.m. Dr. Herm Davis, a Financial Aid specialist will be giving
tips on filling out the FAFSA Form, the CSS-Profile, and general
tips on obtaining financial aid for college. The event will take place
in the RHHS Media Center and is open to parents and students in
grades 9 through 12.

New Crosswalk on
Freetown Road
There is a newly painted crosswalk on Freetown Road at the
entrance of Atholton High School. Please use caution when entering, exiting and driving past the school. As a reminder, Maryland
law requires that all vehicles yield to pedestrians in crosswalks.
Thank you for working to keep students safe.

Safe Driving Presentations
The following Safe Driving presentations have been scheduled
to assist students in obtaining a parking pass for his/her school:
October 9 at Oakland Mills at 6 p.m.; November 12 at Oakland
Mills at 6 p.m.; November 18 at Mt. Hebron at 6 p.m. A parent or
guardian must be present with the student. Forms should be complete and all obligations must be met prior to arrival. Forms can be
picked up at your child’s high school.

www.hilltopchildcarecenter.com

School News
New Website for CMS PTA

New Way to Pay in Cafeterias

The Clarksville Middle School PTA has a new website and you
can join the PTA from that site. Visit them at www.cms.pta.mypta.org. Click on the PTA Membership tab and follow the directions.

The HCPSS is implementing a new Point of Sale (POS) System
this year. With it, parents will have the option of funding an online
account, from which students can draw funds to obtain breakfast,
lunch and a la carte foods at school. This system eliminates the
need for students to carry cash and enables parents to set spending limits online and receive low-balance notifications. The program will roll out over three-months from September to November.
Families will receive a letter via US mail containing their student’s
personal identification number (PIN) and full instructions on how
to access the payment website before their school goes live.

New Website for RHHS
River Hill High School Boosters and PTSA have a new website.
Please register your memberships online at www.riverhill.org as it
saves countless hours of volunteer time. Pay online with PayPal or
credit card and remember to “add all items to cart” or mail a check
to school.

SAT Prep Classes at RHHS
Registration forms for the fall SAT prep classes are now available
at www.riverhill.org under the PTSA tab. The classes are after
school and on Saturdays beginning on Saturday, October 12 from
9 a.m. to noon. The Tuesday/Thursday session begins October 22
from 2:30 to 4:30. These classes ALWAYS fill up early so please
send your registration form in as soon as possible. Class fees are
$295 for both the Critical Reading/Writing and Math sessions.
Email Sally Swygert at ptsa-SAT@riverhill.org with questions.

Fundraise for Local Schools
Without Writing a Check
Remember to re-register your Giant, Safeway, Harris Teeter,
Food Lion, Amazon, Target, Office Depot, Staples, General Mills,
eScrip, and more cards to include your favorite local school. Free
money for the school, no money from your checkbook.

New STEM Boosters
If you are interested in helping with student activities like
FIRST Robotics, Science Olympiad, and Rocketry Club, the newly
formed River Hill HS STEM Boosters needs you. Whether you
work in the fields of science, technology, engineering, or math or
you just want to support your student and the students of River
Hill, this is a great way to get involved. Find out more at the STEM
Boosters website at http://RHHSSTEMBoosters.org.

American Education Week
American Education Week is November 18-22. The date was
incorrectly listed in an early version of the school system calendar
that was posted online. The correct dates are included in the printed and online calendars, and in the PDF version currently available on the HCPSS website.
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Architectural News
RAC MEETING DATES

September 4, 2013

Application Deadline

Meeting Date

October 25, 2013

November 6, 2013

November 8, 2013

November 20, 2013

November 22, 2013

December 4, 2013

December 6, 2013

December 18. 2013

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

Fridays by 12 Noon

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m.
Applications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign-in.
Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental documentation, application amendments, or additional information
that the RAC has requested.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agendas are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agendas are published in The Villager when the publication schedule
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision.
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

Upcoming RAC Agenda
October 2, 2013
6478 River Run
		
6436 Grateful Heart Gate

Walkway, Portico, Landscaping,
Lighting
Tree Removal

AC Decisions
September 18, 2013
Pending
7049 Garden Walk
Landscaping, Lighting (Exterior),
		
Patio
6449 Sundown Trail
Basketball Backboard & Pole,
		
Tree Removal
6420 Morning Time Lane
Tree Removal
7105 Waking Dreams Knoll Addition, Patio, Shed, Window
		
Addition
6309 Silvery Star Path
Tree Removal
6408 Summer Sunrise Drive Patio, Porch: Screened, Skylights
7075 Garden Walk
Tree Removal
6431 Western Sea Run
Color Change: Front Door,
		
Stones Under Deck
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Approved
6449 Mellow Wine Way
		
6561 Autumn Wind Circle

Landscape, Retaining Wall,
Walkway, Front Porch
Tree Removals

August 21, 2013
Approved
Pheasant Valley HOA
6452 River Run
6509 Evensong Mews

Rain Gardens
Tree Removals
Front Door

Approved with Condition
6507 River Run
6341 Daring Prince Way

Patio, Walkway
Tree Removal

FAST TRACK–AC Decisions
Approved
6449 Sundown Trail

Tree Removal

Appeal Hearing(s)
October 18, 2013
5956 Gentle Call
6043 Red Clover Lane

Walkway
Trees

Architectural News
Fall Leaf and Yard Waste
Collection
It’s time for fall yard clean up! Landscape beds may need
some weeding and mulch application. Leaves should be raked
from lawns and removed from sidewalks, street curbs, and roadways. Wet leaves damage lawns and present slippery conditions
for pedestrians and motorists. Leaves left on the street flush into
storm drains and bring excessive nutrient-rich debris to the local
streams feeding the Chesapeake Bay river system, causing pollution. After doing all your work, please continue to be a considerate
neighbor and dispose of your yard waste properly and in a timely
fashion. If you have a wooded section in your yard, consider using
the raked leaves or pine needles as ground cover to mulch in that
area. Please leave your grass clippings on your lawn instead of
bagging them for recycling. Lawn professionals recommend this
“grass cycling” for a greener healthier lawn; the grass clippings return nutrients to the soil and improve lawn quality.
Please do not dump your yard debris on Columbia’s Open
Space. The dumped material is unsightly and encourages others
to dump.
Howard County will collect ONLY the following yard debris on
your regular recycling day from now through January 22:
• Grass, leaves, light brush, and hedge clippings
• Hay, straw, dry seedpods, pine cones, etc.
• Small limbs or branches less than 4” in diameter and 4’ in
length
To Ensure Curbside Collection:
• Set out your yard recycling the night before or by 6 a.m. on
your recycling day
• Place the yard recycling in OPEN plastic or paper bags or
loose in trash containers without lids
• Bundle light brush/small tree limbs together with string.
Each bundle can be no longer than 4 feet and less than 18
inches in diameter.
• Make sure each bag or bundle weighs less than 40 pounds
The County will not accept the following yard waste: manmade or miscellaneous material mixed with yard trimmings,
stumps, bushes with root bases attached, or yard trimmings
placed in recycling bins or in cardboard boxes.
Store your yard recycling in an inconspicuous location until

Guitar
Lessons
Recording Artist Bill Mott

is now teaching guitar lessons.
• 25 years professional playing/teaching experience
• All levels/all styles (Beginners welcome)
• Instructor at Bill’s Music House
and Music & Arts Center
Reasonable Rates
bmnitro217@verizon.net
In-home lessons available
410-290-7075

collection day. If you miss a pickup, you can take your yard waste
to the Alpha Ridge Landfill. The landfill will also accept small
amounts of soil, rock debris, and certain other items. (Residents
must provide proof of county residency to purchase a landfill permit).
The Alpha Ridge Landfill is located on 2350 Marriottsville
Road in Marriottsville. Call the Bureau of Environmental Services, 410-313-6444, or visit www.co.ho.md.us for more information
about the County’s curbside collection and landfill services.

Important Telephone
Numbers
BGE - Street Light Repair. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-685-0123
Columbia Association
Assessments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Columbia Gym. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Membership Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Open Space. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

410-715-3058
410-531-0800
410-730-1802
410-312-6330

Howard County
Animal Control . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-2780
Board of Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6600
Building Permits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-2455
Central Library . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-7800
Erosion & Sediment Control. . . . . . . . 410-313-1880
(For New Construction)
Environmental Services. . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6444
Including Erosion, Wetlands, Streams,
Storm Water Management
Fire and Rescue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6000
Highways & County Roads. . . . . . . . . . 410-313-7450
Including Storm Drains, Storm Pond
Maintenance
Information Referral . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-3000
Inspections, Licenses, Permits. . . . . . . 410-313-2455
Including Enforcement of Complaints
Parks & Recreation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-4700
Planning & Zoning. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-2350
Police Non-emergency . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-2200
Soil Conservation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-489-7987
Rental Property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-1823
Revenue & Taxes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-2060
Traffic Engineering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-2430
Trash & Recycling. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6444
Sign Code Complaints. . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-1830
Street Trees (dedicated). . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-7450
Water & Sewer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-4900
Maryland Highways. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-531-5533
River Hill at Claret Hall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-531-1749
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AROUND TOWN
Peter Pan at River Hill HS

Paper Shredding Event

River Hill High School (RHHS) Theatre Arts Department presents
Peter Pan on Friday, November 1 at 7 p.m.; Saturday, November 2
at 2 and 7 p.m.; and Sunday, November 3 at 2 p.m. at the RHHS
auditorium, 12101 Route 108, Clarksville. Tickets are $12 in advance and $15 at the door ($13 if you bring a non-perishable food
item for the Howard County Food Bank). Advanced tickets are
available online via “Seat Yourself” at www.seatyourself.biz/rhhs
or from Virginia Jarvis at the RHHS Information Center (Monday –
Friday from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.) The Box Office will open 90 minutes
before curtain on performance days. Contact Pam Land at pland@
hcpss.org or 410-313-7120 for more information.

On October 12 the Howard County Government Recycling Division
is sponsoring a paper shredding event (rain or shine) from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at the Meadowbrook Park & Ride. Visit http://ow.ly/
oAV8i for directions to the Park & Ride. Residents may bring up to
3 bags or boxes of paper to be shredded onsite.

Red Carpet Bridal Tour
At 8:45 a.m. on October 21 this tour on a chauffeured party
bus begins. You’ll visit 4 gorgeous venues, meet with dozens of
top wedding entertainers, caterers, photographers, florists, bridal shops, makeup and hair artists, wedding planners and many
more. Get ideas, talk specifics in a relaxed setting while sipping
cocktails and sampling delicious hors d’oeuvres. Gifts, demonstrations, SWAG and more. Brides ride free, other tickets are only
$25 per person. Visit www.redcarpetbridaltours.com or check out
their FaceBook page. For more information contact Bev Johnston
at bev@tsadvantage.com.

Blood Drive
Fuel Your Community and Donate Blood at the Clarksville Middle
School Cafeteria, 6535 Trotter Road, Clarksville on Monday, October 14, from 4 to 8 p.m. To schedule your life-saving donation,
please visit www.redcrossblood.org (Use Sponsor Code:05311152)
or call 1-800-RED-CROSS. All presenting donors are entered into
a drawing for a $200 gift card provided by Suburban Propane.

Atholton Class of 2008 Reunion
Atholton High School class of 2008 will be holding their 5 year reunion on Wednesday November 27 from 7 to 10 p.m., at Ranazul
in Maple Lawn. There will be a cash bar. For more information
search for “AHS Class of 2008 5 Year Reunion” on Facebook.

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com
Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

Red Mango
443-546-4798

Subway
410-531-7982

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Everett Jewelers
410-531-7990

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

Tower Federal Credit Union
301-497-7000

Giant Food
410-531-7831

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

The UPS Store
410-531-9861

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052

Panda Kitchen
410-531-7866

River Hill Sports
Grille
410-531-7900
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Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860

AROUND TOWN
Do You Have Treasures in Your Attic?

Wanted: Pedal Power!

Find out at the second annual Antiques Appraisal Fair sponsored
by the Howard County Historical Society (HCHS) on Saturday,
October 12. This event is in the Kittleman Room, Duncan Hall at
Howard Community College, 10901 Little Patuxent Parkway, Columbia, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. All appraisals will be made by John
Caplan Harris and Shelley Harris of Caplan’s Auction Company.
Tickets are required. Tickets for members of HCH $8 (for two appraisals); non-members $12 (for two appraisals); $5 for each additional appraisal. Rare books and historic prints and notecards will
be available for purchase. For more information and to get tickets,
visit hchsmd.org. Free Parking.

Linden Linthicum United Methodist Church, 12101 Linden Linthicum Lane, Clarksville, in conjunction with Bikes for the World
(www.bikesfortheworld.org), is conducting its annual bike collection to help those in developing nations. Please consider donating a working bicycle on Sunday, October 13 from 12 to 4 p.m.
in the Church parking lot. A $10 donation per bike is requested
to help defray shipping costs. Please contact Steve Jaczun at jaczun@yahoo.com for more information. Also being collected that
day are items for the Sandtown ReStore on behalf of the Sandtown (northwest Baltimore) chapter of Habitat for Humanity. Visit
www.sandtownhabitat.org/restore/ReStoreCriteria.htm to learn
what items are being accepted. All donations are tax deductible.
For more information, please leave a message for Mike Gross at
410-531-5653.

Oakland Music Cafe
The “Oakland Music Cafe” offers a place to relax and enjoy free
refreshments and coffee while listening to local musicians perform in an informal atmosphere. The flute quartet “Flutopia” will
perform on Sunday, October 20 from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m. in the elegant ballroom of Historic Oakland Manor, 5430 Vantage Point
Road, Columbia. This is a free event, although donations for the
performers are greatly appreciated. For further information about
the Oakland Music Cafe, contact tcvillage@columbiavillages.org
or 410-730-4744.

Bee Keeping Seminar
Learn about beekeeping and honey bees, the benefits of keeping bees, how to obtain and set up your bees, and more at this
one-day seminar sponsored by the Howard County Beekeepers
Association. Saturday, October 12 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the
Robinson Nature Center, 6692 Cedar Lane, Columbia. $20. Registration required by e-mailing register@howardcountybeekeepers.
org. More information at www.howardcountybeekeepers.org.

Claret Hall is Looking
for a Few
New Classes!
Are you an instructor looking for a space?

Claret Hall now has rooms available
during daytime and evening hours.
Special Discounted Instructor Rates Available!

Call us today for additional information or availability.
410-531-1749 or email
facilities@villageofriverhill.org
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Planning a Holiday
Gathering or
Corporate Event?
Claret Hall is the Perfect
Place for your party!
Have you visited us lately?
You will notice our beautiful hardwood
floors are perfect for dancing the night away!
Columbia lien-payers get a
10% discounted rate!
For rental info call:
410-531-1749 or
visit www.clarethall.com.
Ask about our
discounted
Friday night
rentals through
the end of January!
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COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS
Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting –
Our Passion is Your Pets
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday, overnight) New Client Discount. Jobs available: pet lovers,
please apply. Contact: www.PetSittinginMd.com; 443-745-8309;
jneckritz@comcast.net.

Help Needed with Kids

Power Washing & Exterior
House Cleaning
Does your house look dirty and the siding look dingy? Let us hand
scrub your siding and power wash it sparkling clean! We do decks
too! Reasonable prices and quality work. Call Mark at 410-9354686.

Help Needed with Home

Looking for responsible person to drive my kids to afterschool activities M-Th. Needs excellent driving record. Please call Monica
443-812-1962.

Looking for someone who is an ironing ninja and folding laundry
grand master, 2x per week for 2-3 hours after school. Please call
Kayla 410-460-1714.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!

Got Junk?

Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture, Art, Silver,
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+yr experience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration!
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support including Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more.
Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com
or bev@tsadvantage.com.

One call will make it all go away. House, garage and basement
clean out. We also remove yard debris and snow! Call 443-4722887 for a free estimate or visit www.MarylandJunkHauling.com.

Ellen’s Little Learners
Spaces available Tues, Wed, Thurs from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 10 years
experience—licensed in-home preschool right here in River Hill!
Email Ellen for details at ellend4@gmail.com.

For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

Best Treatments Available
Reasonable Fees
Afternoon & Evening Appointments
Consultations are Free
Excellent Results
Super Smiles
The River Hill Village Center
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)
Offering the Best Treatments, including

Free Initial Consultation

410-381-1077
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COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS
Speech and Language Therapy
Martha Leibowitz, Speech Pathologist, MA, C.C.C.-Sp. 30+ years
experience. Flexible hours. Pre-school through 5th grade. 443812-1372 or marleibow@verizon.net.

Reading Tutor
Certified in Orton Gillingham and Phonographix. Trained at Lab
School of Washington, former teacher, grades k-5. 410-992-1885
or ginnyward@verizon.net.

In Home Guitar and Bass Lessons
All styles and experience. I have been teaching in River Hill for
13 years. Reasonable rates and a dedicated teacher with a BA in
Music/Jazz Guitar. Jeff DeBonis 443-745-6898.

Professional Tutoring in Mathematics &
Hebrew Studies
Monte Reiser, MS in Electrical Engineering. Tutoring in the comfort of your own home. Affordable Rates! Tutoring Math subjects
from Elementary through High School. SAT/ACT/HSA Prep. Special needs welcome. Hebrew studies instruction also provided.
Manage Hebrew tutoring program in Howard County Temple. Bar/
Bat Mitzvah studies. montereiser@gmail.com 443-896-4527

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand running, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771,
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Pool Table for Sale
Olhausen 8’ Oak Pool Table with all Accessories. Like New. $800
Call 410-294-5597
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Math and Science Tutoring
Coach Ayman, MS in Electrical Engineering, 25 yrs exp in tech
leadership, math & science tutoring from your home, Great rates,
grades 3 - 9. More than just tutoring, your student will love the
subject. Tutoring mixed with leadership development techniques.
Call 443.538.4121 or email anassar@anassar.net.

Tiki’s Playhouse-Doggie Daycare/Cageless Boarding/Grooming
Where dogs come to play. We offer Doggie Daycare, Cageless Boarding, Grooming, Dog Washing, Dog Walking, Pet Sitting,
Pet Food Delivery, Pet Taxi, and Doggie Ice Cream Truck. Fully
fenced in backyard with Manager on-site 24 hours. Free temperament test ($30 value). Must mention ad to redeem offer. Make a
reservation request online at www.tikisplayhouse.com or call 410489-7889.

Red Carpet Bridal Tour
Calling all brides! Howard County Red Carpet Bridal Tour on
Monday, October 21. Plan your wedding in a day. Contact
Beverly Johnston at Time Saver Advantage at 410-428-6771
or email bev@tsadvantage.com.
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