New Block Captain Training
Tuesday, October 9
7 p.m. at Claret Hall

October 2012

The Village of River Hill, Columbia

Vol. 20, No. 5

Programs for Children & Adults Offered in River Hill

C

laret Hall is right around the corner
from you, but you may not know
what happens there. As part of our
mission to enhance the quality of life for
residents, the River Hill Community Association’s staff at Claret Hall work hard
to bring you programs and events all year
long.
In mid-September, Zumba classes
began at Claret Hall four times per week.
“Zumba Fitness is magic to me,” said Darlene Mikolasko licensed Zumba instructor.
“As soon as the first chord of music begins,
I have a big smile on my face that lasts the
entire hour. And so do my students!” See
the article on page8 for more about Darlene and classes at Claret Hall.
Beginning in October, Piloxing, the
latest Hollywood fitness craze will come
to Claret Hall. Piloxing uniquely mixes Pilates and boxing into a fat torching and
muscle sculpting workout guaranteed to
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Darlene Mikolasko is all smiles while teaching her new Zumba class at Claret Hall.
whip you into shape. This class will be
offered by the Columbia Association and
will be open to both CA Package Plan
members and non-members. See page
9 for more information including how to
sign up for free trial classes.
Check out the class listings on page
12 for details and registration information. Association-sponsored events that
are coming up in the near future are:
50+ Club Beekeeping Presentation
Wednesday, October 17, 7 p.m.
FREE
Ron Schwartz’s involvement with
honeybees and beekeeping goes back
many years. In his presentation, he will
address the following: some historical
background and how modern beekeeping came about; what is and is not a
bee; the many benefits and products we
derive from honeybees; basic honeybee
genetics and biology; and current developments.
Haunted Hallows’ Eve
Friday, October 26, 6 to 8 p.m.

Dress up and come trick or treat at the
village center. Come to Claret Hall for a
Haunted House and Mad Science shows
at 6:30 and 7:15 p.m.
Internet Safety for Kids and Adults
Wednesday, November 7, 7 p.m.
FREE and Open to Parents and Kids
The Maryland State Police Computer
Crimes Unit will be here to discuss Internet Safety for Parents, Kids and Teens.
There will be time after the presentation
for questions. Registration encouraged
but not required.
We currently have space available
at Claret Hall and The Meeting Room for
new classes. So, if you or someone you
know might be interested, contact Donna
Bruhn, the Association’s Facility Coordinator, at facilities@villageofriverhill.org or
410-531-1749 for prices and availability.
The Association also rents beautiful
Claret Hall rooms for business meetings,
weddings, parties, and any occasion you
want to make special. We would love to
see you. Vsit us at Claret Hall.
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

Board Highlights . . .
September 10, 2012
•
•
•
•
•

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Tuesday/Thursday
9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m. - Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

September 24, 2012
•
•
•
•

Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Failed to approve the motion for the Association to become
the Chartering Organization for Boy Scout Troop 618 (3-3-0).
Voted to approve the following: Code of Ethics, Conflict of Interest Policy, Whistleblower Policy, and a Document Destruction Policy.
Approved free uses for the following: Girl Scout Troop 1985,
Girl Scout Troop 2802, and Cadette Troop 67.
Agreed to co-sponsor a health fair with CHOICE and a business networking event for River Hill residents.
Minutes Approved: August 20, 2012.

•

Heard from representatives from Boy Scout Troop 618 who
encouraged the Board to reconsider chartering Troop 618.
Met with Jim Dooley, State Highway Administration, regarding plans for a bicycle commuter route that will run through
the village.
Agreed to request utilization of the Columbia Villages’ Contingency Fund to hire counsel to review the impact of the proposal to reclassify CA and the Villages (see article on page 6).
Approved the FY13 1st Quarter Financial Reports and Variance Analysis contingent on modification.
Minutes Tabled: September 10, 2012.

Covenant Advisor:
Evamarie Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Board Meeting Schedule

Facility Coordinator:
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

All meetings are held in Claret Hall at the River Hill Village
Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior
to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend resident
speak-out during each board meeting. If you have written material you would like the Board to review, please drop it by
the village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved minutes are available for review at the village office. For
additional information, please contact the village office.
NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: October 1 and October 15
(tent.) at 7 p.m. Visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the
Board Meeting Agendas & Minutes.

Communications Coordinator:
Maureen Cogan, events@villageofriverhill.org

RIVER HILL BOARD

Jenny Chu (Special Events)
jennyzchu@yahoo.com
Todd Harrison
410-531-0771
(Board Operations)
Kenny Kan (Financial Matters)
kwtkan@hotmail.com
Dengfeng Liu (Open Space)
liudf@jhu.edu
Tony Miceli, Vice Chair
mathman21@me.com
(Traffic & Safety)
Dipper Wettstein, Chairperson dipper@brazzeldazzle.com
Liyan Zhang (Development)
zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Kaede Johnson, Tiffany Kan
(Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Michael Cornell 			

301-742-2761

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Maureen Cogan,
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates, www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Producation: www.realfreshcreative.com
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Council Corner: Climate of Fear
In today’s political climate, fear is a great motivator to vote
for or against someone or something. If you’re worried about the
economy, your fears about losing Medicaid or the rate of home
foreclosures may come into play. If you have children heading
to college, your fears about student loan programs being cut or
eliminated may sway your vote.
Locally, distrust of government in general is being played
against virtually anything that has come up at the Board level
in the Columbia Association. Legislation in Annapolis? CA staff
must be trying to take away resident rights. Plans for Symphony
Woods? CA must be trying to pave over paradise. Sending a delegation to France for the Sister Cities Program? CA must be trying
to bankrupt residents so a select few can go on a junket.
Board members set the strategic direction for an organization. Our task is to follow the vision and work with staff to create
goals and objectives to constantly move the organization forward
towards achieving its vision. We do have a fiduciary responsibility
to protect assets of the organization, ensure good accounting and
financial practices are in place, and evaluate the President on how
well the staff are executing the directives of the Board.
Executing our responsibilities is difficult when lone Board
members publically campaign against a Board issue or objective
they personally are against. A Board member has a responsibility
to support the organization. And here’s where the argument
occurs. Some people see issues in a we/they light. If it’s good
for the organization (CA) it must be bad for the stakeholders
(residents). I find this reasoning to be fatally flawed.
As a non-profit service organization whose mission is to
improve the quality of lives for those who live, work, play and age
in Columbia, what is good for the stakeholders is inherently good
for the Association because of its mission.
If CA - to follow some line of thought - is doing things “to” the
residents – where is the reward or profit? Who benefits if a pool
is redesigned to attract more families? Who benefits if a lake is
dredged? Who benefits if we participate in an international exchange program where youth get to experience other cultures?
Who benefits if a golf course is maintained and updated as it ages?
Who benefits if a lobbyist spends less time and money amending
dozens of bills in Annapolis each year?
There are no stock holders. There are no CEO’s with golden
parachutes. The Board is strictly volunteer. There is no money line
to follow.
CA’s programs and objectives are all about services and pro-
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grams for those who live, work, play and age in Columbia. Do programs better the greater community and those outside Columbia
in Howard County? Many do! And by doing so, they keep property
values higher, making Columbia and its surroundings a more attractive place to live and for businesses to locate.
Columbia is consistently in the top ten best places to live in
America. That doesn’t happen by accident. And it doesn’t happen
because CA is “out to get” the residents.
So what purpose does stirring up fear serve? Perhaps the socalled watch-dog organization doing the stirring is trying to get
press in order to attract more dues paying members. Where does
that money go? I couldn’t tell you. They don’t publish meeting
agendas, minutes, a budget or an updated list of officers or their
compensation packages.
Kind of makes you wonder what it is they are afraid of.
Michael Cornell, River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
cell: 301-742-2761 home: 410-531-9340
michaelcornell@comcast.net
The views presented herein represent those of the author only and
do not necessarily represent those of the River Hill Community Association Board of Directors.

Bicycle Lane Safety for Drivers
and Riders
Now that Great Star Drive’s bicycle lanes have been installed,
it is a good time for residents to learn more about the rules of the
road for both automobile drivers and bicyclists. Please be sure to
discuss these laws, tips and advice on sharing the road with the
young drivers and riders in your family.
Information for Automobile Drivers
1. Drive Cautiously – Be sure to reduce speed when approaching
cyclists and give extra room to cyclists in bad weather.
2. Yield to Cyclists – It is the law that cycles are vehicles and they
may take the entire lane if conditions dictate.
3. Be Considerate - Look for cyclists in traffic, at intersections
and when opening doors, and do not blow your horn in close
proximity to cyclists.
4. Pass With Care – It is the law to leave at least 3 feet between
your car and a cyclist when passing and wait until road and
traffic conditions allow you to safely pass.
5. Watch For Children – When children are riding near by, expect the unexpected and slow down and remember that most
children do not have adequate knowledge of traffic laws.
Information for Cyclists
1. Ride on the Right – It is the law that cyclists ride on the right
and always ride with the flow of traffic.
2. Obey all Traffic Laws – It’s the law that cyclists abide by all
the same laws that apply to cars, and they must obey all traffic control devices such as stop signs, lights and lane mark-

ings. Please be sure to always use hand signals to signal turns
and stops.
3. Always Wear a Helmet - Be sure the helmet rests on the top of
your head and does not tip back and do not wear earplugs or
electronic devices while biking.
4. Use Common Sense – Cyclists should ride in a straight line,
check for oncoming traffic before entering any street, avoid
riding alone, always ride in a single file group line, and always
carry a cell phone.
5. Be Visible – Cyclists should ride to the right but remain visible
to drivers and wear bright clothing.
For more information on cycling in Howard County, visit the
following Maryland State Highway Administration sites:
• Bicycle Laws:
www.marylandroads.com/index.aspx?Pageid=596
• Bicycle Safety:
www.marylandroads.com/Index.aspx?PageId=357
• Downloadable Information:
www.sha.maryland.gov/index.aspx?PageId=598
This information was submitted by: Jack Guarneri, President,
Bicycling Advocates of Howard County, www.BikeHoCo.org.

Bike Howard
Howard County is developing its first Bicycle Transportation
Master Plan, Bike Howard. The Department of Planning and Zoning (DPZ) is the lead agency administering the planning process.
The master plan will address bicycling for both transportation and
recreation; and will look at on-road and off-road bicycling facilities. The Plan will identify roads and trails that need improvement
to better connect residents to activities and employment centers
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throughout the County. The Plan will also review the establishment of necessary connections to adjacent communities, such as
Baltimore County, Baltimore/Washington International Airport,
Fort Meade and the Laurel area.
DPZ recently announced the kickoff of public workshops for
Bike Howard and invites residents to attend these upcoming sessions:
• Wednesday, October 24, 6 – 9 p.m., The Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory, 11100 Johns Hopkins
road, Building 1, Parsons Auditorium, Laurel.
• Wednesday, November 7, 6 – 9 p.m., Glenwood Branch Library, 2350 Route 97, Cooksville.
The planning process is expected to last until June 2013.
Visit www.bikehoward.com for more information. At this website residents will also find information about bicycle planning efforts, and interactive bike map that allows users to comment and
suggest improvements, and a survey on cycling needs in Howard
County.

Managed Deer Hunts in
MPEA Announced
The Howard County Department of Recreation & Parks has
announced its fall/winter schedule of managed deer hunts. The
hunts will be held in an effort to help maintain a stable, balanced
white-tailed deer population in our parks where deer browsing has
been shown to reduce biodiversity.
Since the program began in 1998, there has been an observable improvement in habitat quality and vegetation abundance in
many of the parks where managed hunting has taken place. This

year’s managed hunts will include a combination of bow and shotgun hunting. Hunting hours are from dawn until 12 noon, and
each park will be closed for all other uses during this time. The
hunting schedule (both bow and shotgun) for the Middle Patuxent
Environmental Area (MPEA) is as follows:
• October 15, 29
• January 7, 28
• November 12, 19
• February 11, 19
Managed hunts will also take place in the following locations
throughout the fall and winter: Alpha Ridge Park, Blandair Park,
David Force Park, High Ridge Park, Schooley Mill Park, and West
Friendship Park. For more information on the deer management
program, call the Department of Recreation & Parks at 410-3131675.

Provide Feedback on Proposal
to Reclassify Columbia
Association and the Villages
Columbia Association (CA) has scheduled two sessions for
public testimony as the CA Board of Directors and the boards of
the 10 villages consider proposed legislation that would reclassify them as “nonprofit community service corporations” instead
of homeowners associations. The Board has also scheduled meetings in which the proposed legislation will be discussed, all of
which will be open to the public.
The two public forums will be held on Tuesday, Oct. 16, in the
boardroom at CA Headquarters, which is located at 10221 Wincopin Circle. One forum will begin at 1 p.m., while the other will
start at 7 p.m. Each will begin with a presentation on the proposed

Planning a
Holiday Gathering
or Corporate
Event?
Claret Hall is the Perfect
Place for your party!
Have you visited us lately?
You will notice our beautiful
hardwood floors are perfect
for dancing the night away!
Columbia lien-payers
get a 10%
discounted rate!
For rental info call:
410-531-1749 or
visit www.clarethall.com.
Ask about our discounted Friday
night rentals through the end of January!
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legislation from CA President Phil Nelson, followed by a period in
which residents will have up to five minutes each to testify. The
sessions will be recorded, and any questions that are asked during
the testimony or via written comment cards will subsequently be
answered at www.ColumbiaAssociation.org/ProposedLegislation.
A commenting feature is also available on the website.
On Nov. 1, the CA Board’s External Relations Committee
will host a presentation and a question-and-answer session on
the proposed bill with members of the Howard County legislative
delegation, the Howard County Council and Columbia’s village
boards. The meeting will be held at 7 p.m. at Historic Oakland (located at 5430 Vantage Point Road in Town Center) and is open to
the public. There will be an opportunity for Resident Speakout.
CA Board members will be discussing the legislation at their regularly scheduled meetings on Thursday, Nov. 8, and Tuesday, Nov.
20, both of which will begin at 7:30 p.m. at CA Headquarters.
There will be opportunities for Resident Speakout at the beginning
of these meetings.
The proposed legislation in consideration would benefit CA
and the villages, which predate the Maryland Homeowners Association (HOA) Act and whose unique operations do not fit well
within the umbrella of that act, according to CA General Counsel
Sheri Fanaroff. While CA consists of about 37,000 properties, the
average size of associations covered under the HOA Act is about
131 properties. And so when new legislation is introduced that
could amend the HOA Act, it is written in response to a problem
at a much, much smaller homeowners association that does not
have the kind of structure or internal controls that CA does. Those
potential amendments, while beneficial to the average HOA, could
have a detrimental effect on CA and the villages. For example, a
proposal to require CA to send printed budgets to every homeowner would have cost more than $500,000. (CA posts the budget on-

line and provides copies to the villages.)
Such consequences are why CA has been spending at least
$50,000 a year and numerous staff hours monitoring and responding to the more than 20 proposed amendments that come
before the state legislature each year. And such consequences are
why CA is seeking to be reclassified, in order to avoid the need
to keep reviewing legislation so often, determining its impact on
CA and the villages, deciding how best to address each proposed
bill, crafting an amendment or exception to the bill, speaking with
state delegates and senators, and sometimes even testifying at
hearings.
The proposed legislation, as written, would not change the
way CA and the villages conduct their operations. The bill would
cement, and in fact enhance, the same kind of protections and
transparency provisions in the HOA Act.
Learn more: www.ColumbiaAssociation.org/ProposedLegislation.

Hearings Continue on
Donaldson Funeral Home
In October 2009, Jay Donaldson, owner of Donaldson Funeral Home, purchased 3.27 acres of land fronting on MD 108 about
1600’ south of MD 32 in Clarksville with the intention of building
a funeral home. Since this time, the proposal has been winding its
way through the County’s review and approval process and a final
decision remains to be made.
In February 2010, Donaldson Funeral Home submitted a petition for a Conditional Use to construct and operate a funeral
home facility comprised of three viewing rooms, a chapel, and as-
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sociated parking (Case BA-10-001C). Although the Department of
Planning and Zoning (DPZ) recommended approval, the original
petition was met with opposition from St. Louis Church and nearby residents. The petitioner did amend the petition. However, after
five hearings, late in 2010 the Hearing Examiner denied permission for the Conditional Use to allow the funeral home on the property that is zoned Rural Residential: Density Exchange Option.
As a result of concerns raised during the hearings, the County’s
zoning regulations affecting the parking requirements for funeral
homes were amended in 2011 (ZRA-131). This change resulted in
an increase in the number of required onsite parking spaces.
Dissatisfied with the Hearing Examiner’s decision, Donaldson
Funeral Home did appeal the decision to the Board of Appeals. At
the initial February 2012 Board of Appeals hearing, the petitioner
submitted a revised Conditional Use plan that reduced the size of
the facility, eliminated the chapel portion, increased parking and
improved circulation, and increased landscaping and buffering.
The hearings have been continuing ever since.
However, many local residents continue to be concerned
about the impact of the funeral home on the surrounding area.
The River Hill Community Association’s Board of Directors submitted written testimony in June 2012 expressing concern about
traffic and safety issues posed by the proposed construction. The
Village Board also authorized Kenny Kan, a Board Member, to
speak on behalf of the Association on this matter.
Residents from the surrounding residential communities have
formed the grassroots group Clarksville Residents Against Mortuary (CRAM). CRAM has hired an attorney and technical experts
to advocate on their behalf. In their testimony before the Board
of Appeals, CRAM has raised concerns about: the impact of additional traffic and funeral processions on a roadway that is already
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over capacity; emergency vehicle access; the potential for groundwater contamination since the funeral home is proposed to be on
well and septic as are surrounding properties; forest conservation
and the impact of development on the quality of a nearby stream;
and cultural impacts, particularly for the Asian population, that
believes in harmony between human daily life and the environment and therefore feel a funeral home is not appropriate for a
residential area. More information about CRAM can be found at
www.stopthefuneralhome.moonfruit.com or by sending an email
to jamesfcv@yahoo.com.
The Board of Appeals hearing on this matter will continue
next on October 9. On August 23, the petitioner submitted another revised plan. DPZ’s Technical Staff report will be available for review by October 1 at DPZ and posted online at http://
cc.howardcountymd.gov. All Board of Appeals cases begin at 6:30
p.m. in the George Howard Building, 3430 Courthouse Drive, Ellicott City. For further information, please contact the Board of Appeals office at 410-313-2395.

Zumba Comes to Claret Hall

Darlene Mikolasko is now teaching Zumba at Claret Hall,
something she never thought would be possible.
After finding out that she had Celiac Disease which had been
contributing to her weight gain during the years her children were
growing up, Darlene found Zumba fitness in 2009. She loved the
program so much, she stuck with it and lost over 100 pounds. In
fact she has such faith in it, she became an instructor in 2010 and
now works out 6 days a week. Darlene is a native of Providence,
RI, but has been in Columbia since 1987 and her two children are
River Hill HS graduates.

Zumba Fitness encompasses all the Latin music genres with
some American oldies mixed in.
“I keep my routines simple—three to five steps in a song,” said
Darlene. “That allows me to stop dancing up front for a little while
and run into the middle of the class and dance WITH my students.”
Darlene said she keeps the moves low impact and safe and
lets her students go at their own pace, which is one of the things
she says makes the program successful. “I teach classes that have
20-year-olds and 75-year-olds in the same class together.”
Darlene teaches four classes a week at Claret Hall on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. To register, call Darlene at 410-794-6757 or visit www.dmikolasko.zumba.com.

Try Something New: Piloxing
The action-packed, fat-burning and muscle-toning workout
that is Piloxing is coming to Columbia this fall, and Columbia Association (CA) is offering members and non-members alike the opportunity to don the gloves and drop the pounds.
CA will be offering Piloxing classes on Saturday mornings at 9
a.m. at Claret Hall, located at 6020 Daybreak Circle in River Hill.
The workout includes elements of both boxing and Pilates, and
participants often wear weighted gloves that increase the health
benefits of the exercises.
Two free Piloxing demonstration classes have been set for Oct.
20 and Oct. 27 from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. The demos are open to the
public, though space is limited to 50 people. Pre-registration is required and is available at www.piloxing-demos.eventbrite.com.
A six-week paid session will then begin in November, with
classes from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. on Nov. 3, Nov. 10, Nov. 17, Dec.
1, Dec. 8 and Dec. 15. There is no class on Thanksgiving week-

end. The six-week session is $60 for members and $72 for nonmembers. Registration is available at the demonstrations (cash
or checks accepted) or at the Columbia Gym, which is located at
6151 Day Long Lane in River Hill (cash, checks and credit cards
accepted).
For more information on the classes, contact Megan Cooperman at 410-730-6744 (extension 2419). For more information on
Piloxing, go to www.piloxing.com.

Become a Block Captain
Three properties in River Hill were burglarized in late August.
In all three cases, the homes were unsecured making it easy for
the robberies to take place. During the last week of September
there was a rash of forced entries in the county, one of which occurred on Trotter Road. Did you know about these incidents? Do
you know what steps you should take to protect your property?
Have you observed someone or something suspicious but you
didn’t know what to do?
If your street participates in the Neighborhood Watch Program, then you should know the answers to all these questions. If
your street isn’t participating, then get involved and become a part
of this network of residents interested in keeping our community
a safe place to live. Plan to attend the Block Captain Training session on Tuesday, October 9, 7 p.m. at Claret Hall.
This session will be especially geared for new Block Captains
and residents interested in joining the program. Officer Benn will
be on hand and will provide updates on recent activity. Light refreshments will be provided. Are you unable to attend? Then contact Susan Smith via email at manager@villageofriverhill.org or at
410-531-1749 to schedule individual training.
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Architectural News
RAC MEETING DATES
Application Deadline

Meeting Date

October 5, 2012

October 17, 2012

October 26, 2012

November 7, 2012

November 15, 2012

December 5, 2012

December 7, 2012

December 19, 2012

January 4, 2013

January 16, 2013

January 25, 2013

February 6, 2013

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

Fridays by 12 Noon

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m.
and applications are reviewed in the order that applicants signin. Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental
documentation, application amendments, or additional information that the RAC has requested.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agendas are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agendas are published in The Villager when the publication schedule
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision.
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

Upcoming RAC Agenda
October 3, 2012
6400 Misty Top Pass
		
6504 Great Drum Circle

Deck, Walkway, Lighting
and Door Color Change
Tree Removal & Replacement

AC Decisions
September 19, 2012
Pending
6305 Departed Sunset Lane
		
6525 Autumn Wind Circle
6304 Eastern Star Way
6337 Departed Sunset Lane
		
6578 River Run
		
7013 Jeweled Hand Circle

Basketball Equipment &
Deck Stain
Deck
Tree Removal & Addition
Basketball, Play Equipment,
Trampoline
Exterior Lighting, Steps,
Walkway
Tree Removal & Addition
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6503 River Run
		
6020 Daybreak Circle
7012 Bright Memory Drive
		
5928 Gentle Call
6526 River Run
6064 Countless Stars Run

Landscaping, Retaining
Walls, Walkway
Bike Rack
Landscaping, Patio,
Retaining Wall
Vents
Shed
Deck, Shed

AC Fast Track Decisions
Approved
6056 Countless Stars Run
6400 Grateful Heart Gate
6464 South Wind Circle

Tree Removal
Tree Removal
Tree Removal

Hoops, Nets and Trampolines
The sporting season has begun as evidenced by the number of
basketball backboards, goal nets and trampolines seen throughout River Hill. To keep any of these portable items in the open on
any lot requires the submission of an Exterior Alteration Application and a play equipment or basketball equipment worksheet.
Acceptable placement may require screening unless you use the
equipment and put it away after each use.

Architectural News
Placement of any play equipment in Howard County’s right-of-way
i.e. the street or cul-de-sac is a violation of County Code. If you
wish to move the basketball pole out to the street for group play,
it should be returned to an approved location or stored in your garage following each play session.

Fast Track Application Review
Process
A Fast Track Exterior Alteration application process has been
added to Architectural Guidelines for certain alterations. These
applications will be moved directly to the Architectural Committee sign–off representative. The process is as follows: a completed
Exterior Alteration application is submitted under the Fast Track
process by noon any Friday that Claret Hall is open. Due to scheduling conflicts and unforeseen circumstances, the Fast Track
process may not be available during all weeks of the year. Please
check the Guidelines to note whether the alteration you desire is
eligible for the Fast Track process. The application form for the
Fast Track process is the same form used for all Exterior Alterations application requests.
The Covenant Advisor reviews the application for completeness. A complete application includes plot/plat plan, samples,
drawings, all pertinent measurements, and signatures of four visually affected property owners surrounding the applicant’s property. If the application is complete and meets the criteria for Fast
Track review, it will then be reviewed by a member of the Architectural Committee for sign–off.
The Covenant Advisor will notify the applicant of the Architectural Committee’s decision by the following Friday. Confirmation
in writing will follow. If an application does not meet all the criteria for the Fast Track process, the Covenant Advisor will move the
application to the regular review process. The decision to move an
application to the standard process is final.
The Fast Track process may be used for the following exterior
changes:
• Attic Ventilators
• Clotheslines
• Gutters/Downspouts (Addition, Relocation, Material Change).
• House Numbers
• Lights/Lighting (if to remain basically the same style and
wattage).
• Roofs
• Radon Units
• Skylights
• Storm Doors
• Tree Removal (fitting certain criteria) such as danger to home,
health, and property.

Receive Village News by Email

Sign up for the Association’s listserv
by visiting www.villageofriverhill.org.
Click on “Receive Village News by Email” and select the
categories in which you are interested.
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Fall Classes in
River Hill:
Abrakadoodle (Meeting Room)
M 10/8 - 11/12
10 - 10:45 a.m.
Call 410-381-5566 or visit www.abrakadoodle.com/MD004 for
information on their programs.

Easy Method Driving School (Meeting Room)

School News
International Food Festival
Pointer’s Run Elementary School is sponsoring an International Food Festival from 6 - 8 p.m. on Thursday, October 18 in the
school cafeteria. Share and enjoy delicious potluck international
appetizers, entrees and desserts in a fun, festive atmosphere with
fellow PRES families. Please contact Cultural Celebrations cochair Jacqueline Easley to help or learn more. 410-531-1106 or
JacqEasley@yahoo.com.

M/W
ongoing
5:50 - 9:05 p.m.
Call 410-461-9090 or 1-877-461-9090 or
visit www.easymethoddrivingschool.com.

Check Out
riverhillprincipal.com

KidzArt (Claret Hall)				

Do you want to follow the events at River Hill High School? In
an effort to keep the community more informed about what’s happening at River Hill, the RHHS principal has started blogging at
www.riverhillprincipal.com. Check out the site and see information, recent posts, and sign up to “follow” the blog if you want to
be informed of updates/posts/etc. As the school year progresses,
this is the spot for announcements about upcoming events as well
as pictures, videos, and write-ups about the great things the staff
and students are doing.

T 9/11 - 11/13
1 - 2 p.m.
Call 410-489-0323 or visit www.KidzArtMD.com.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
Th 9/20 - 11/29
10 - 10:45 a.m. Ages 0 - 5
Now registering for fall classes. For information call
301-758-0304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

Piloxing® (Claret Hall)
Sat 10/20 - 12/15
9 - 10 a.m.
Call 410-381-5355 or visit www.piloxing-demos.eventbrite.com to
register for the FREE classes on October 20 and 27.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
7:30 - 8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Zumba® (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th Ongoing 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. and 6 - 7 p.m.
Call 410-794-6757 or visit www.dmikolasko.zumba.com to register.
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School News
River Hill High School will host a Financial Aid Information
Night on Thursday, October 11 from 7 – 9 p.m. The speaker will
be Dr. Herm Davis, a renowned expert on Financial Aid. Dr. Davis
will be reviewing the FAFSA form and providing information on the
CSS-Profile. This program is open to all students and parents in
grades 9-12.

both Critical Reading/Writing and Math or $200 for either Critical Reading/Writing or Math. Classes are offered on Saturdays,
beginning October 13 from 9 a.m. - 12 noon and on Tuesday/
Thursday, beginning October 9 from 2:30 - 4:30 p.m. The registration form and a complete listing of the classes, teachers, and
review sessions are on www.riverhill.org. If you are interested in
registering for a class, please fill out the bottom portion of the flier
and mail it in. Any questions on the SAT classes can be directed
to Sally via email at TSwygert@verizon.net.

ADHD Awareness Evening

Student Essay Contest

On Tuesday, October 16 from 7 - 9 p.m., Dr. Martha Bridge
Denckla, noted research scientist and director of the Developmental Cognitive Neurology Clinic at the Kennedy Krieger Institute,
will present Update on ADHD: Basic Brain Facts and Treatment
Beyond Medication. The event will be held at Centennial High
School. For more information, contact Emily Hurd at emily_hurd@
HCPSS.org or 410-313-1252.

The Howard County Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday Commission invites Howard County middle and high school students to
participate in their annual student essay contest. Students need
to answer the essay question: Dr. King once said, “The ultimate
measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort
and convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and
controversy.” Consider a population and/or community in despair that was lifted up by the love, help and hope of others. In
your essay, reference the despair of the community/population
and what results came about during the challenge/controversy.
Include in your essay how you personally were involved or what
you would do if you encountered such despair. Submissions to
the contest must be postmarked or delivered by Tuesday, November 13 by 5 p.m. For more information, visit www.howardcountymd.gov/mlkholidaycommission.htm or contact Gwen Hackney
at (410) 313-6467 or mhackney@howardcountymd.gov.

Financial Aid Night

SAT Prep Courses in River Hill
The River Hill PTSA is offering SAT Prep Courses at River Hill
High School. These classes prepare students for the December
and January SAT exams. In addition to 24 hours of instruction,
each student is also offered additional review and strategy sessions in late December and early January. Classes are $295 for

Kudos
Congratulations to rising senior Taariq Mohammed, the first
River Hill High School student to receive a perfect score of 36
on his ACT exam. In addition to his ACT and SAT scores, Taariq
earned national honors this year on the Advanced Placement college-level exams, completing eight AP tests with a score of 5 (on a
5-point grading scale) on each of the exams.
Kudos also go out to the following students who were named
as semifinalists in the National Merit Scholarship Competition:
Alexandra Blumhorst, Stephen Chen, Anthony Chong, George,
Ge, Jessica Hennacy, David Hwang, Christopher Le, Sebin Lee,
Joy Li, Taariq Mohammed, Michael Qian, Anthony Yu, and Elric
Zhang.
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AROUND TOWN
Blood Drive
Clarksville Middle School is holding a blood drive on Wednesday, October 10, 2012 from 4 p.m. – 8 p.m. in the CMS Cafeteria.
Double red cell donation technology will be at this drive. All blood
types needed but especially O+, O-, A-, B- Please schedule your
Life-Saving Donation TODAY by calling 1-800-RED-CROSS or
visit www.redcrossblood.org - use sponsor code 05311152.

2013 Class of Legacy Leaders Wanted
The Howard County Legacy Leadership Institute for the Environment (HoLLIE) is recruiting for their environmental education and
volunteer leadership program. The program is designed for people age 50 plus who want to gain skills and knowledge about the
environment and create a legacy through volunteer work with one
of seven Howard County Partner Organizations. Field trips and
leadership training are part of the curriculum. There will be an
information night on Tuesday, October 9 at 7 p.m. at the Miller
Library. Contact: Barbara Schmeckpeper at 410−381−5279 or
HocoLLIE@gmail.com.

Richard III
The Chesapeake Shakespeare Company presents the show outside in the ruins of the Patapsco Female Institute from October 5
– 28. Tickets are $15 - $36. For more information, call 410-3138661.

For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

Best Treatments Available
Reasonable Fees
Afternoon & Evening Appointments
Consultations are Free
Excellent Results
Super Smiles
The River Hill Village Center
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)
Offering the Best Treatments, including

Free Initial Consultation

410-381-1077
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AROUND TOWN
Rising Star Applications Due
The Howard County Arts Council established the Rising Star
Award to provide opportunities for emerging performing artists
with roots in Howard County to further develop and advance their
arts and careers. Applications for this $5000 award are due by
November 1. For more information and to download the application, go to http://www.hocoarts.org/celebration_of_the_arts.
php#2.

50+ Expo
On Friday, October 19 from 9 a.m.– 4 p.m., there will be a 50+
Expo held at Wilde Lake High School. Sessions from Howard
County General Hospital physicians include pain management,
managing diabetes and non-healing wounds, common gastrointestinal conditions and heart to heart: taking charge of your own
cardiovascular health. For more information, visit www.howardcountyaging.org/50plusexpo.

Borromeo String Quartet
On Saturday, October 20 at 8 p.m. Schubert’s original autographed manuscript will be projected on screen during the string
quartert performance. The event will be held at the Horowitz Performing Arts Center Theater on the campus of Howard Community College. General admission is $30, Seniors $28 and Students
$12. For more information, visit www.candlelightconcerts.org.

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com
Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

Red Mango
443-546-4798

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Tower Federal Credit Union
301-497-7000

Everett Jewelers
410-531-7990

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

The UPS Store
410-531-9861

Giant Food
410-531-7831

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

River Hill Sports Grille
410-531-7900

Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052

Panda Kitchen
410-531-7866

Subway
410-531-7982
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AROUND TOWN
Seeking Exhibitors & Performers for a
South Asia Culture Café
Exhibitors and performers are needed for a “South Asia Culture
Café” which will highlight the cultures of Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. This free family event will held on Sunday, November 4 from 1:30 – 4:30 p.m.
at Howard County Library System’s Miller Branch. The Columbia Association, in collaboration with the Howard County Library
System (HCLS), is seeking individuals, organizations, and dance
groups, etc. to participate in an afternoon of displays, dance performances, music, activities for children, demonstrations, and
other cultural arts. Families will be able to pick up a “Culture
Café Passport” and complete it for door prizes by visiting exhibitor tables. Restaurant vendors are also needed to provide South
Asian snacks and refreshments. Interested parties should contact
Laura Smit, Program Manager for International Exchange & Multicultural Programs at 410-715-3162 or email International@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Welcoming Tea & Talk
The Longfellow Garden Club of Howard County invites adult gardeners and wannabees to their October Welcoming Tea & Talk on
Thursday, October 11 at 7 p.m. at the Bain Center. The featured
horticultural topic will be Artistic Sources and Elements of the
English Garden. No fee. For more info, call M. Smith 443-8034850.
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Half Moon Hike with S’mores
You’ve never experienced the dark like this before! Learn about
adaptations that nocturnal animals use to survive and see how
well your own senses compare as you wind your way through the
woods at Robinson Nature Center. Warm up with s’mores by the
fire. Dress warmly. Children must be accompanied by an adult.
Pre-register to secure your spot. Saturday, October 6 from 7:45
– 9:25 p.m. Children must be 7+ and the cost cost is $10 per individual/$25 per family. Contact: 410-313-0400 or www.howardcountymd.gov/robinsonnaturecenter.htm.

Would It Kill You to Be More Civil?
Join NPR journalist Korva Coleman for a lively and timely dialogue
about civility in public discourse on Thursday, October 11 at the
Miller Branch Library from 6:15 – 9 p.m. Registration is required.
Register online or by calling 410-313-1950.

Benefit Day at Great Sage
Great Sage will be hosting a benefit day for Compassion Over
Killing on Sunday, October 28. Enjoy great food and learn more
about this non-profit organization that promotes the welfare
of animals. Ten percent of their daily sales will be donated to
COK. Brunch will be served from 10:00 am - 3:00 pm, light fare
from 3:00 - 5:00 pm, and dinner from 5:00 - 9:00 pm. Call 443525-9400 for more information.

AROUND TOWN
Capitol Steps – Musical Political Satire
On Sunday, October 7 at 4 p.m., the Capital Steps are back and
ready to make fun of your politics no matter which side of the aisle
you support. The event will be held at the Jim Rouse Theater for
the Performing Arts. Go to bit.ly/SeMSGd to buy tickets for $40
each. Contact: 410-730-0142.

Living the Dream Award
The Howard County Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday Commission is seeking nominations for the Commission’s 2012 “Living
the Dream” Award. The award and $300 cash prize will be presented to an individual or organization (community, civic or religious) who has promoted the teachings and legacy of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. through community involvement. Nomination
forms and all required information must be postmarked, faxed or
delivered by Friday, November 16 at 5 p.m. For more information,
visit www.howardcountymd.gov/mlkholidaycommission.htm. For
questions contact Gwen Hackney at (410) 313-6467 or mhackney@howardcountymd.gov.

Weekly Neighborhood Walk
Meet each Monday at 9 a.m. in front of Claret Hall and get to know
your neighbors while enjoying the surrounding paths and roads.
Every age, stroller, and dogs welcome. Begins Monday, October
15. Contact: Joy at jihcheung@yahoo.com or 240-755-0127.
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COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS
For All Your Home Improvement Needs

Air Conditioning & Heating Made Easy

Specializing in Decks, Wood Floors, Painting, Basements, Kitchens, Bathrooms, Drywall Repairs, Trim Work, Wood Rot and so
much more. No job is too small. Cal J.C. Wood Construction at
443-878-5598. River Hill resident, MHIC #94906.

Need your Furnace or Heat Pump or Air Conditioner replaced?
Need a Humidifier or Air Cleaner? Call Donnie at 301-854-9994.
Licensed and Insured. River Hill resident. MD State HVACR
Lic#01-7754.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting –
Our Passion is Our Pets

Basketball Skills/Conditioning/
Work-Out Clinic

Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday,
overnight) New Client Discount. Jobs available: pet lovers, please
apply. Contact: www.PetsittinginMd.com; 443-745-8309; email
jneckritz@comcast.net.

Hard Work Gets You To the Next Level By Coach Chris Anderson.
Clinics on Thurs 7:15 p.m.-8:45 p.m. and Sat 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
AAU Elite Basketball Team. E-Mail: coachchrismd@verizon.net.
Phone: 443-310-7764.

Guitar Lessons

Tutor

Private acoustic or electric guitar or ukulele lessons for all levels,
from absolute beginner to advanced performer! Learn any genres/
songs you want! Skilled, experienced instructor and local performer w/BA in Music from an accredited University. Call Eric 443756-5266.

Reading and Math K-5, Lab School Trained, Former Teacher. Certified in Orton-Gillingham and Phono-Graphix. Specializing in
children with Learning Differences. Ginny Ward 410-992-1885,
ginnyward@verizon.net.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand running, waiting for service technicians, organizing projects, and special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771,
bev@tsadvantage.com, www.tsadvantage.com.

Save This Ad – Handyman
Tree/Shrub, Gutter, Landscape, Roof, Siding/Trim, Vent, Masonry/Brick, Fence, Carpentry, Drywall, Patios/Steps/Walls, Drainage, Skylight Cleaning, Painting, Deck, Chimney, Caulking, Flood
Light Bulbs, Senior/Business Retrofit, Child/Pet/Pest Barriers.
Call Mike 410-290-9728.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration!
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support including Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more.
Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771, bev@tsadvantage.com,
www.tsadvantage.com.
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Piano For Sale
UPRIGHT PIANO KAWAI - Ivory Lacquer. Good condition. Professional delivery available. Kept tuned. GREAT FOR YOUR CHILD
to learn on. Includes matching bench & sheet music for children.
$1500.00 OBO. cootiecat@aol.com, 410-531-7672.
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