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Thank these businesses who support the 
village through their advertising.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
9/21 Village-wide Yard Sales . . . .pg 18
10/25 Haunted Hallow’s Eve  . . . . . .pg 4
  Call Claret Hall to reserve your free magic
  show tickets today! 410-531-1749

Columbia Family Eye Care
Clarksville Commons
Columbia Tree & Lawn 
The Common Kitchen  
Hilltop Child Care Center 
JFK Lawn & Landscape
Kimco Realty
Kumon North America
Shun Lu Re/Max 100
Bob Lucido Team 
Molly Maid

Mr.Handyman
Northrop Realty
PCF Management 
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
Revere Services, Inc.
Eileen Robbins/Long & Foster
Vanguard Orthodontics
Westerlund/LeReve Real Estate 
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.
Harry Witzke Funeral Home
Lisa Zang Academic Support

Tree Maintenance Requests Soar in Village

Continued on Page 11

The annual River Hill Pool Party was a swingin’ good time! See more photos from the event on page 23.

SECU Announces New 
Financial Center in Clarksville

SECU, Maryland’s largest credit union, has announced that 
they will be opening a new financial center in the Clarksville com-
munity, and it will be located in the River Hill Square center (for-
mer River Hill Garden Center property). The new financial center 
will be designed to further service SECU’s existing members as 

Following two tornadoes in the span of one week earlier this 
year, many residents in the village are seeking ways to man-
age the trees on and around their property. The covenants 

and guidelines should always be referred to before taking any 
measures regarding tree removal. These documents are generally 
provided during the closing/settlement on your home. The guide-
lines are also available at www.villageofriverhill.org under the 
Covenants tab, along with Exterior Alteration Applications.

Here are answers to residents’ most common questions when 
it comes to trees: 

What is a “street tree?”
A street tree is a tree in the public right of way, such as the 

trees in the pits/strips along the sidewalk. Street trees are a great 
way to spruce up the block. They provide aesthetic, environmen-
tal, economic, and social benefits such as providing shade in the 
summer and oxygen year-round. Street trees are planted in ac-
cordance with regulations set by the Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources. Healthy street trees cannot be removed with-
out permission. 

 
My street tree doesn’t look healthy. What’s wrong with it and 
what should I do about it?

There are several types of street trees commonly found in River 
Hill - Ash, Bradford Pear, Locust, and Oak. 

Continued on Page 13
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Direct:  410.921.2027  |  Office: 410.531.0321 |  NorthropRealty.com

Visit WhyNorthrop.com to discover what makes Northrop Realty your best choice in real estate.

HARPERS CHOICE $1,975,000
11536 Manorstone Lane

BRIGHTON PINES $1,400,000
13768 Lakeside Drive

GLENWOOD $1,399,999
3222 Huntersworth

ALLNUTT FARMS ESTATES $1,125,000
13487 Open Space Court

PATUXENT CHASE $1,125,000
11200 Independence Way

CLARKSVILLE $1,100,000
5612 Foxview Court

RIVERWOOD $1,050,000
11033 Hunters View Road

COOKSVILLE $875,000
15050 Frederick Road

GAITHER HUNT $875,000
11100 Dorsch Farm Road

RIVER HILL $875,000
12000 Floating Clouds Path

TRIADELPHIA WOODS $800,000
12606 Golden Oak Drive

RIVER HILL $800,000
6025 Winter Grain Path

RIVER HILL $750,000
7020 Golden Seeds Row

WOODBINE $750,000
15495 Carrs Mill Road SW

BRIARIDGE $675,000
13735 Briaridge Court

RIVER HILL $669,000
12199 Linden Linthicum Lane

RIVER HILL $615,000
7025 Garden Walk

SHIPLEYS GRANT $420,000
5945-1 Logans Way #37

FIELDSTONE $415,000
5930 Great Star Drive #203

MAPLE LAWN $410,000
7662 Maple Lawn Blvd #25



September 2019 • The River Hill Villager • 3

Village Manager: 
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Covenant Advisor: 
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Facility Coordinator: 
Eudene Rossi, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Communications Coordinator: 
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Events Coordinator: 
Leslie McDermott, events@villageofriverhill.org

Administrative Assistant: 
Karissa Psathas, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday 9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.–Noon

Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to: 
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

River Hill Community 
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle

Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 410-531-1769

Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:  

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz

Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com

RIVER HILL BOARD
Dave Dalpe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ddalpe1@gmail.com 
Harjeet Jandu . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . janduharjeet@icloud.com
Matthew Levine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . goofylevine@outlook.com
Angela Ling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . riverhill.sunshine@gmail.com
Tony Miceli, Chair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . mathman2121@gmail.com 
Adam White, Vice Chair  . . . . . . . . . . djadamwhite@gmail.com 
Jeffrey Du (Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Renee DuBois, 443-686-0702  . . Renee.DuBois@ca-board.org

All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River Hill Village 
Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior 
to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident 
Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you have written 
material you would like the Board to review, please drop it by 
the village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All ap-
proved minutes are available for review at the village office 
and on the association’s website. For additional information, 
please contact the village office. (Contact info at left.)

NEXT BOARD MEETING: September 9 and October 7 at 7 
p.m. Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board 
Meeting Agendas & Minutes. 

Board Meeting Schedule

Board News
Upcoming Meeting

September 9 - Representatives from JP Morgan Chase will be in at-
tendance to share a revised site plan for the former Ruby Tuesday 
site. Residents are encouraged to attend.

Village Board Still Seeking 
Additional Member 

The Board of Directors is seeking one more member to fill a 
spot for a two-year term. Do you have ideas for improving the com-
munity association or enhancing life in the village? Do you have a 
special skill set that you want to share? Are you passionate about 
issues impacting the community? Do you find yourself with more 
time to volunteer? River Hill residents interested in working on be-
half of the community are invited to apply by submitting a letter 
of interest by September 4. Applicants will be interviewed by the 
Board on September 9. Letters should be emailed to manager@vil-
lageofriverhill.org, dropped off at Claret Hall, or sent to:

Board of Directors 
c/o Susan Smith,Village Manager  
6020 Daybreak Circle, Clarksville, MD 21029
RHBOD meetings are typically held one Monday evening each 

month, except in March and April, when there are two meetings. 
Interested in serving, but still have questions? Residents may con-
tact a current Board Member (contact info at left) or the Village 
Manager, Susan Smith, at 410-531-1749.
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 Renee DuBois, River Hill Representative to 
 Columbia Council and the Columbia Association 
 Board of Directors.
 Email: renee.dubois@ca-board.org.

Disclaimer: This column reflects the views of Renee DuBois only 
and not those of the CA Board or the River Hill Board of Directors. 

The Columbia Association (CA) Board met on July 25 and 
began its two-year budgeting cycle. The parameters of the budget 
were voted on and approved by the board; a capital budget limit of 
$15 million annually for FY21 and FY22, maintaining the current 
assessment rate of sixty-eight cents per $100 of valuation as de-
termined by the State of Maryland for real property tax purposes, 
and sports and fitness fee increases limited to 3% annually. How-
ever, this is only the beginning of the budget process. 

Villages and residents will have the opportunity to provide 
input on the FY21 and FY22 budgets on September 12, at CA 
headquarters (6310 Hillside Court, Suite 100, Columbia) during 
a regularly scheduled CA Board work session beginning at 7 p.m. 
The Village of River Hill has submitted input into the budget pro-
cess, which I will be supporting. The village is requesting capital 
funding for the upgrade of a second tot lot in the Pointers Run 
neighborhood. The funding for this project has been requested for 
FY21. The village has also requested increased funding for Open 
Space management due to the decline of general maintenance of 
these areas in the village. Specifically, multiple tot lots had weeds 
growing through the mulch and compacted/unusable sandboxes 
were observed. While recognizing the storms in the spring of 2019 
may have disrupted maintenance and caused CA approximately 
one million dollars in unbudgeted expenses, it is the belief of the 

village that the deterioration of Open Space management had al-
ready begun. Further, it is my position that CA must develop a 
financial plan for natural disasters and climate-change events. 
Concurrently, the Village of River Hill is advocating for increased 
storm water management and watershed-related support.   

I will be holding monthly Saturday “Bagel Bites and Talk” to 
gather feedback from residents. Agenda items will include the 
budget process, possible closure of neighborhood centers (the 
Meeting Room next to the River Hill swimming pool), and the con-
struction of an indoor swimming pool. The first “Bagel Bites and 
Talk” session will be held on Saturday, September 7 at 10:30 a.m. 
at the Bagel Bin. Subsequent sessions are scheduled for October 
5, November 9, and December 7. Mark your calendars and plan to 
attend one or more sessions. I am your representative, and I ap-
preciate your input.   

Council Corner:

Resident Opportunities for Feedback on the CA Budget
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Bagel Bin & Deli 
410-531-0335

Columbia Bank 
410-531-7000

Giant Food 
410-531-7831

GNC 
410-531-1426

Hair Cuttery 
410-531-8052

Ledo Pizza 
443-535-0599

M&T Bank 
410-531-7083

McDonald’s 
410-531-7950

Nouvel Nail Spa 
443-535-8866 

River Hill Cleaners 
410-531-7742

River Hill Optical 
410-531-7920

River Hill Sports 
Grille 
410-531-7900

Subway 
410-531-7982

Visit our new website
riverhill.shopkimco.com

Sunoco 
410-531-7510

Tower Federal  
Credit Union 
301-497-7000

The UPS Store 
410-531-9861

Vintage Cellars 
410-531-7860

Development Updates:
Plans for Bank Revised

JPMorgan Chase Bank is moving forward with plans to rede-
velop the former Ruby Tuesday site in the River Hill Village Cen-
ter. Representatives from JPMorgan Chase and Core States Inc. 
will present a revised site plan to the association’s Board of Direc-
tors on Monday, September 9 at 7 p.m. at Claret Hall. River Hill 
residents are invited to attend this meeting. Modifications have 
been made to the plan shared in June. The revised plan integrates 
comments made at the meeting regarding the construction of a 
bank branch building and provides more details pertaining to the 
subdivision of the parcel and the re-use of the former restaurant 
building. 

As part of the county’s process, Chase Bank must hold a 
Pre-Submission Community Meeting, and the plans must be re-
viewed by the County’s Design Advisory Panel. Once these meet-
ings are scheduled, the association will publicize the information 
so interested residents may attend. Additionally, the plans require 
approval from the Howard Hughes Corporation (HHC) which has 
architectural and landscaping control and covenant enforcement 
responsibility for all properties in the village center. HHC’s design 
requirements may be more stringent than the county.

Model Home Park Construction to Begin 
The Cedar Creek residential development located at 7600 

Grace Drive is coming closer to becoming a reality. The Final Plans 
for Phases 1 and 2 were determined by the county to be techni-

cally complete in the spring. In May, a site development plan for 
Phase 1 (SDP-19-022) was approved. This plan includes the im-
provements along Grace Drive (bikeway, sidewalk connections, 
crosswalks, and a bike station), entrance features to the new com-
munity, and the model homes for the single family – detached and 
townhouse units. NV Homes will be the builder. Chesapeake Re-
alty Partners, the developer, expects to break ground in mid-fall, 
once they have obtained the needed bonds, the plats have been 
signed, the documents have been recorded, and the grading per-
mit has been obtained. Tentative allocations for the schools were 
assigned in 2016 and will be made permanent when the plans 
have been signed and recorded. In the meantime, residents may 
notice the fence between WRGrace and the Cedar Creek develop-
ment being relocated. The site development plan for the environ-
mental trail and bridge connecting the new development to the 
Robinson Nature Center (SDP-19-025) is currently under review 
by the county.

Robinson Overlook
The Woda Group, in conjunction with the Howard County 

Housing Commission, has plans for 48 dwelling units spread be-
tween five residential apartment buildings at 7410 Grace Drive. 
The development will have a low, moderate, and mixed income 
housing structure and is a permitted use under the current zon-
ing. The County Council approved a resolution on July 29 permit-
ting a Payment in Lieu of Taxes Agreement (CR-97-2019) for the 
project. This approval enables the project to be exempt from meet-
ing the requirements of the Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance, 
including the test for school allocations. The developer has re-



$716,000 Above Full Price
 6533 Ballymore Lane, Clarksville

River Hill $702,000 
Above Full Price

6212 Waving Willow Path, 
Clarksville

River Hill $665,000 
Above Full Price

12112 Flowing Water Trail, 
Clarksville

Clarksville $759,000
6824 Creekside

Clarksville

RIVER HILL $681,000
Above Full Price. 12100 Flowing Water Trail

River Hill Schools $1.36M
12823 Macbeth Farm Ln, Clarksville

River Hill Schools $751,500
Above Full Price, 6422 Galway Drive

River Hill Schools, $793,500
Above Full Price, 6561 Ballymore Ln

River Hill Schools $725,000
6504 Tipperary Court, Clarksville

Shun Lu, Ph.D, Realtor
410-440-7738 (c) 
410.730.6100 (o) 
ShunLu@ReMax.net
ShunLuTeam.com

• A pro-active selling approach.
• Attention to details throughout the entire selling process.
• Thorough market analysis & careful planning for a highly effective strategy.
• Professional home staging at no extra cost to you. 
• Professional photography & color brochures. 
• Bilingual online & print advertising including social media campaigns.
• Wider networks for real and qualified buyers. 
• EVERY listing sold fast and for top dollar!

A Resident of Clarksville

Unparalleled Quality  — Every Listing Sold Fast & For Top Dollar

Why List Your Home with Shun Lu?

RIVER HILL SCHOOLS
6304 River Hill Overlook Dr.

Clarksville. $985,000

SOLD IN 4 DAYSSOLD IN 5 DAYSUNDER CONTRACT SOLD IN 9 DAYS

Call TODAY at 
(410) 440-7738 for a  
FREE home evaluation!
     Shun Lu, Ph.D. REALTOR®

100

SOLD IN ONE WEEK

SOLD IN 2 WEEKS UNDER CONTRACT

SOLD IN 5 DAYSSOLD IN 5 DAYS

SOLD IN 5 DAYS!
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quested an administrative adjustment from the county’s bulk reg-
ulation requirements to reduce the setbacks for sidewalks and two 
buildings (AA-19-011). A meeting on this matter was scheduled for 
August 21, however a decision was not available prior to finalizing 
this issue of the newsletter. The site development plan for the proj-
ect (SDP-19-055) is currently under review by the county’s Sub-
division Review Committee and a revised plan must be submitted 
on or before September 8. When the SRC’s review is nearing or is 
complete, the Planning Board will hold a hearing and make a final 
decision on approval of the SDP.

Columbia Association 
Launches New Website

The Columbia Association (CA) has a new website, and it is 
now live at www.columbiaassociation.org.

CA has heard your feedback and frustration with their past 
website. The new website makes it much easier for you to navi-
gate, find information, and register for classes and programs.

The homepage has also been simplified and given a new, fresh 
look. The topics you’re most interested in—Facilities, Membership, 
Events, Schedules—are listed atop the homepage. Other links 
have been moved to the bottom of the page.

Improvements have also been made to the way you look for and 
then register for group fitness classes. Classes are now separated 
by category—no more very, very long list! And the registration pro-
cess itself is now easier and more mobile-friendly.

One other highlight: All of Columbia Association’s events have 
been compiled into one comprehensive Events Calendar. You can 
select upcoming dates and your interests, and the calendar will 

provide you a filtered list of upcoming events.
CA recognizes that their website is a resource for the communi-

ty. Their technical team will continue to optimize and update web-
pages over these next few months to make it even easier to find 
what you’re looking for!

New Bocce Courts at Cedar 
Lane Park 

Recently, Howard County opened four new synthetic-turf 
bocce courts at Cedar Lane Park West, located at 5081 Cedar 
Lane in Columbia. The new courts will serve as home to the Spe-
cial Olympics Maryland Howard County’s bocce league. When not 
reserved, the courts will be open to the public during normal park 
hours, 7 a.m. to dusk, or as posted. To check on the bocce courts 
availability, call 410-313-4626. 

The project was made possible through systemic capital proj-
ects funding and also includes the renovation of Cedar Lane’s 
parking lot located near the park’s west side park entrance and 
the addition of several ADA-compliant parking spaces near the 
new courts. Additionally, Glenelg Country School raised $5,000 
for Special Olympics Maryland Howard County’s bocce program.

One of Howard County’s most popular regional parks, Cedar 
Lane Park is a 93-acre park consisting of East and West areas con-
nected by a 0.8-mile paved pathway. Amenities include four light-
ed ball fields, two synthetic turf fields, a pavilion, horseshoe pits, 
as well as dedicated courts for volleyball, tennis, and bocce ball. 

For more information about Cedar Lane Park, visit www.how-
ardcountymd.gov/cedarlanepark or contact the Department of 
Recreation & Parks at 410-313-4700.



8 • The River Hill Villager • September 2019



September 2019 • The River Hill Villager • 9

Annoyed by Airplane Noise or 
Just Curious About Flights 
Overhead?

BWI Thurgood Marshall Airport has unveiled a new interactive 
system that provides the public with detailed information about 
airline flights near the airport.

WebTrak is an online tool that provides data about airline oper-
ations, including noise measurements from permanent monitors 
in communities near BWI Marshall. WebTrak provides an interac-
tive portal for the viewing of aircraft overflights in the vicinity of 
BWI Marshall Airport, as well as the opportunity to file noise com-
plaints and view information about MDOT MAA’s permanent noise 
monitors. WebTrak includes an aircraft’s type, altitude, origin and 
destination airports, and flight identification. Additionally, the 
WebTrak system provides historic and near real-time flight track-
ing information. The tool displays airline flights, weather infor-
mation, BWI Marshall noise monitor locations, and aircraft noise 
levels on a user-friendly map. The flight tracking system includes 
specific details about flights associated with BWI Marshall, as well 
as information on air traffic transitioning through the region.

WebTrak users can geolocate a place of interest (home, work, 
etc.) and view either current (30-minute delayed) or historical air-
craft overflights. Users can file a noise complaint on a specific 
aircraft overflight or a general noise complaint directly to MDOT 
MAA.

The system can be accessed at www.bwiairport.com/flying-
with-us/about-bwi/airport-noise-webtrak.

Give Seniors a Lift - Volunteer 
Orientation for Neighbor Ride

Learn more about how you can make a difference in the lives 
of local seniors by providing rides for medical appointments, shop-
ping, social outings and other needs. No set schedule is required. 
Simply provide the rides that are convenient to your home, office, 
and daily routines. Volunteers are welcome to bring their children 
along when volunteering for a fantastic family service experience. 
Contact Patrice or Holly at volunteer@neighborride.org or call 410-
884-7433 for more information. You can also view a video about 
volunteering at: http://neighborride.org/wordpress/volunteer.

Volunteer orientations are held Tuesday mornings from 9:30-
10:30 in Columbia. Location will be sent via email once you reg-
ister. Upcoming training dates are September 3, 10, 17, 24 and 
October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29. To find out more or to register for a vol-
unteer orientation, visit www.neighborride.org.

2020 Rising Star Performing 
Arts Competition Seeks 
Applicants

Performing artists, it’s time to reach for the stars! The Howard 
County Arts Council is now accepting applications for their annu-
al Rising Star Performing Arts Competition, open to individual per-
formers and small ensembles in all disciplines, ages 18–35, who 
have lived, trained, or worked in Howard County. Finalists will re-
ceive a $300 honorarium and the chance to compete for a $5,000 
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Located in the Clarks-
ville Commons!

Offering the latest in orthodontic technology including  
Invisalign, Invisalign Teen, and esthetic (clear) braces.

Free initial consultation,
evening hours available.

Orthodontics for Adolescents, Children, and Adults

Dr. Byron Bonebreak, Dr. David Bonebreak and Dr. Anna Muenchwww.VanguardSmiles.com

410-381-1077
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professional development award at the Celebration of the Arts in 
Howard County gala on March 28, 2020.

Applications for the competition are available at www.hocoarts.
org/explore/learn-participate/celebration-of-the-arts/ris-
ing-star-competition. The Early Application deadline is October 1 
(no fee). The Regular Application deadline is November 1 ($10 fee). 
Auditions will be held on November 25.

Are You Prepared for An 
Emergency? 

Get ready! September is National Preparedness Month which 
encourages and reminds Americans to be prepared for disasters or 
emergencies in their homes, businesses, houses of worship, and 
communities. Disasters don’t plan ahead, but you can!

Join the Howard County Office of Emergency Management on 
Thursday, September 12 for their very first Emergency Prepared-
ness Summit. The summit will be broken up into three parts: out-
reach tables, hands-on trainings, and presentations. For each 
training you participate in, or presentation you attend, you will re-
ceive a raffle ticket (a total of 5 potential raffle tickets per person), 
which then enters you to win big ticket preparedness prizes at the 
conclusion of the summit. 

Here is the Schedule of Events (subject to change):
5:00-5:30 p.m. – Registration, Outreach Tables, Networking 
5:30-5:35 p.m. – Summit kick-off 
5:35-6:50 p.m. – Trainings: 
• CPR: Howard County Department of Fire Rescue Services 
•  Stop the Bleed: Howard County Dept. of Fire Rescue Services
•  Narcan: Howard County Health Department 

6:50-7:00 p.m. – Introduction 
7:00-7:30 p.m. – Emergency Preparedness 101: 
 Howard County Office of Emergency Management 
7:30-8:00 p.m. – Staying Safe from Weather Threats to Howard
 County: National Weather Service 
8:00-8:30 p.m. – Active Assailant Awareness: 
 Howard County Police Department 
8:30-8:35 p.m. – Raffle Drawing & Conclusion

The Emergency Preparedness Summit is hosted by the How-
ard County Office of Emergency Management in coordination with 
their partners from the Department of Fire and Rescue Service, 
Police Department, Health Department, National Weather Service, 
and Maryland Insurance Administration. For more information on 
emergency preparedness, check out the Ready HoCo emergency 
preparedness resources at www.readyhoco.com

Please note: Prize winners will be picked at approximately 8:30 
p.m. at the conclusion of the program. Winners must be available at 
the drawing time to pick up and take home their prizes. 

This meeting is free and open to the public. No prerequisite 
training is required. All ages welcome. To request accommoda-
tions for participating in this meeting, please call the Howard 
County Office of Emergency Management at 410-313-6030, or 
send an email to emergencymanagement@howardcountymd.gov 
at least five (5) days (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and holi-
days) prior to the meeting. Register to attend: https://npm2019.
eventbrite.com.

well as create more opportunities for the growing membership in 
the area. 

Set to open in the summer of 2020, the new financial center will 
offer full-service banking and include a drive-up teller and ATM 
services. It will also follow the prototype design that has been es-
tablished at the Ellicott City financial center. 

This new financial center will allow for five new full-time po-
sitions. Currently the credit union employs over 400 individuals 
across the state of Maryland, serving more than 260,000 mem-
bers. This financial center will be the 23rd location in the state of 
Maryland. 

“We are thrilled to be opening this financial center in the Clarks-
ville community to further serve our Howard County members and 
expanding community,” says Dave Sweiderk, CEO of SECU. “This 
growth shows our commitment to serving our local communities 
and our commitment to bettering Maryland as a whole.”

For more information about SECU, its services and commit-
ment to community, visit: https://www.secumd.org. 

SECU, from pg. 1
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What’s Your Big Idea to Spark 
Social Change in Howard 
County?

The Horizon Foundation and United Way of Central Maryland 
want to hear your innovative ideas to make Howard County better!

The Changemaker Challenge is seeking innovative and fresh 
thinking ideas to help tackle important social issues in Howard 
County. No idea is too big or too small. All ideas, however, must 
be original and must help to make a positive difference in the lives 
of county residents. Ideas can focus on any social issue affecting 
the county, including, by way of example only, public health, ed-
ucation, social justice, economic opportunity, children, teens, or 
the elderly. 

Four grants totaling $60,000 will be given in the amounts of: 
$25,000, $15,000, $10,000 and $10,000. One will be awarded to 
a project serving people with developmental or intellectual disabil-
ities.

There will be 5 finalists if 20 or fewer entries are received and 
up to 10 finalists if more than 20 entries are received.

Finalists will be invited to pitch their ideas to a live audience on 
Monday, November 11. A panel of judges will select four prize-win-
ners to receive grants from the sponsors totaling $60,000. All fi-
nalists will be eligible for a grant of either $25,000, $15,000 or 
$10,000. One of the grants, the Maureen Hayes Award, will be 
awarded to an entry for a project serving people with developmen-
tal or intellectual disabilities.

Applications are now being accepted. Pitch your big idea by the 
September 16 deadline. For more information and official rules, 
visit https://changemakerchallengehc.org.

Mended Hearts Offers Support 
to Heart Patients

The Mended Hearts organization is a national and communi-
ty-based non-profit that offers the gift of hope to heart patients, 
their families, and caregivers. The National Capitol Area Chapter 
94 of Mended Hearts holds support group meetings throughout 
suburban Maryland. The group’s mission is “Inspiring hope and 
improving the quality of life for heart patients and their families 
through ongoing peer-to-peer support.” In addition to having sup-
port group meetings, this patient support network has a visiting 
program, contacts patients and their family members in the hos-
pital, offers online resources, and much more.

The next support group meeting will be held on Sunday, Sep-
tember 8 from 3-4:30 p.m. at Shady Grove Adventist Hospital’s 
Aspen Conference Room located at 9901 Medical Center Drive in 
Rockville. The meeting will feature a videoconference with Dr. Jim 
Dwyer, a nationally renowned cardiologist from Prescott, Arizona. 
Dr. Dwyer will talk for 10-15 minutes on a heart disease topic of 
current interest. He will also answer questions about heart dis-
ease and related topics. To see Dr. Dwyer’s bio and hear some 
of his recent podcasts, visit https://mediblurb.com/the-med-
iblurb-company. Those interested in attending the meeting on 
September 8 or who would like more information are asked to 
contact Ash Ramamurty, a Clarksville resident, at ramamurty1@
verizon.net or call 443-983-0351. 

Additional meetings are scheduled to occur on a monthly basis 
at the same location through March 2020. Online resources are 
available at https://mendedhearts.org or by calling 888-432-
7899.
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Ash - Due to emerald ash borer infestation, Howard Coun-
ty’s Department of Public Works’ removal of ash trees along var-
ious county-owned roadways throughout Clarksville, Columbia, 
Cooksville, Dayton, Elkridge, Ellicott City, Glenelg and Glenwood 
has begun. Weather permitting, the trees (stumps and all) will be 
removed by the end of winter with all trees replaced, where appro-
priate, by spring 2020. The county will not be removing any trees 
located on private property. Signs of the emerald ash borer infes-
tation include death of twigs and branches at the treetops, discol-
ored leaves, water sprouts and D-shaped holes in the bark where 
the larvae emerge. Residents who spot signs of infestation on their 
ash trees are asked to contact Maryland Department of Agricul-
ture (MDA) at 410-841-5920. For questions or concerns about 
ash tree removal, contact Lisa Brightwell, Public Works Custom-
er Service, at 410-313-3440 or email publicworks@howardcoun-
tymd.gov.

Bradford Pear - Although beautiful and tolerant of poor soil 
and pollution, the Bradford pear has many problems that cause 
it to have a short life span. Poor structure, a slender profile and 
weak wood are major problems with Bradford pear trees. This tree 
type often splits apart in wind or ice storms. These trees are also 
more susceptible to damage from boring and sucking insects such 
as aphids, and fungal diseases such as fire blight. Insect pests 
and diseases are not usually fatal to the tree. Fire blight is caused 
by bacteria, which spreads through the tree quickly. Signs of fire 
blight disease include canker sores on wood, brownish liquid ooz-
ing from wood, burnt-looking twigs, discolored leaves, early defo-
liation of leaves. 

Locust - Outbreaks of the locust leafminer occur practically 
every year, and thousands of black locusts turn brown and are de-
foliated. Trees that are defoliated seldom die. The locust leafminer 
is a serious pest of black locust. Black locust is the favorite host 
for the adult beetles, but they will occasionally attack apple, birch, 
beech, cherry, elm, oak, and hawthorn. Heavily infested trees ap-
pear scorched or burned.

Oak - Recently there have been complaints of oak trees declin-
ing and dying. Two common leaf diseases of oaks in Maryland are 
oak anthracnose and bacterial leaf scorch of oak. Symptoms of 
oak anthracnose range from small brown spots and irregular dead 
areas on distorted leaves to severe blight that kills twigs and caus-
es leaf shriveling. Bacterial leaf scorch is caused by a bacterium 
which causes scattered yellowing and browning of the leaf mar-
gins throughout the canopy but not much leaf drop. 

Who is responsible for maintaining the street trees?
The county is responsible for the maintenance of street trees. It 

may be necessary to perform minor maintenance though if you see 
that the street trees have sprouted low-growing “suckers.” Trees 
send up suckers as a reaction to stress and/or drought. You can 
and should simply remove the suckers and keep up on the job as 
they appear. As the tree ages it will be more prone to suckers and 
this may just be how you have to manage it for the foreseeable fu-
ture because the county will not come out to simply prune suck-
ers off of street trees. If the suckers have gotten so tall that they 
are blocking road signs or sight lines, the county will come out to 
remove those. Diseased, dying or dead street trees should be re-
ported to the county via the See, Click, Fix app. It can be accessed 
at https://seeclickfix.com/md_howard-county or in the App store 
on your mobile device.

What is the county’s trimming schedule?
Howard County Administration’s HWYS Dayton (central) office 

reports that they are on a 10- to 12-year trim cycle and the Village 
of River Hill is not scheduled for trimming at this time. Much of the 
area throughout River Hill was trimmed in 2011.

What are the county guidelines for removal of street trees?
The Bureau of Highways-Tree Division works to make county 

roads safer for the traveling public by elevating tree limbs along 
the County Right-of-Way, removing tree limbs that have fallen in 
the road, and removing dead trees from the County Right-of-Way. 
Use See Click Fix for reporting street tree concerns and other 
things like streetlight outages, etc. If a street tree is 75-100% 
dead, the county will come to remove it.

Tree-related emergencies must be dealt with immediately. If a 
situation demands urgent attention, such as a fallen tree in the 
road which impedes traffic, call 410-313-7450 during business 
hours, Monday through Friday. Do not send emergency requests 
by email or via See Click Fix, as there might be a delayed response. 
During off hours, please contact the police at 410-313-2200 for 
help with blocked roadways.

For any non-emergency situation, please call or email the Bu-
reau, and your concern will be addressed. Email: highways@how-
ardcountymd.gov or use: www.seeclickfix.com.

Who is responsible for handling street tree branches which are 
starting to encroach on my private property?

Property owners generally have the right to self-remedy if tree 
roots or branches encroach on or threaten to damage their pri-
vate property. The county does not generally assist in remov-
ing plant material from private property. In addition, the county 
will not trim branches around privately-owned wires and cables. 
BGE, Verizon and Comcast have the right and obligation to main-
tain their own wire and cables. If a resident is worried about tree 
branches growing too near utility wires, please contact the appro-
priate utility company directly.

Is an Exterior Alteration Application needed for removal of 
trees on private property?

An Exterior Alteration Application is required to be submit-
ted for a removal of any tree or trees whose trunk is over 20” in 
circumference (7 inches in diameter) when measured at a point 
2-feet above ground, planting more than one tree, relocating and 
replanting of trees, and any planting that will be used as a hedge. 

What is Maryland tree law?
When a neighbor’s tree or any tree or tree branch falls on your 

property, you are responsible for cleaning it up even if it’s not your 
tree. If this happens and it damages your property, you and/or 
your insurance company will be responsible for any damage un-
less you have formally informed your neighbor, both verbally and 
in writing, that you think their tree is in danger of falling and dam-
aging your property.

What about Open Space trees?
CA’s Open Space Management is responsible for trees and 

grass in the areas along and behind the pathways. CA’s Open 
Space Management team plans, develops, manages and maintains 
Columbia’s impressive green spaces. Residents can help protect 
the open space. If you see downed or hazardous trees, vandalism 
or illegal dumping, or notice facilities that need attention, contact 
them at 410-312-6330 or by email to Open.Space@ColumbiaAs-
sociation.org.

Trees, from page 1
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Classes in River Hill 

Aphasia Book Club (Claret Hall)

M Starts September 16  1-3 p.m.
Call or email Julie Rowlett for registration information.  
Julie@neurorehabnetwork.org. 410-645-1001.

Bollywood Cardio (Claret Hall)

M ongoing  7:30-8:30 p.m.
For details and registration, call 301-455-4564 or send an 
email to neetu_gupta@hotmail.com.

Chinese Wushu  (Meeting Room)

Sat ongoing  10-11:30 a.m.
Call 240-247-7048 or email uscwi@uschinesewushu.com.

GOSU Martial Arts  (Meeting Room)

Mon/Wed/Th ongoing 6-9 p.m. 
For information or to register, email GOSUmartialarts@gmail.
com or call 240-678-3854.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)

Wed  Starts September 18
For information visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com or call 
301-758-0304.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 7:30-8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Zumba (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing   9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. classes.
Call 410-245-5900 or email msmarialk@gmail.com to register.

School News
Aphasia Book Club Starting 
Again for Stroke Survivors

Are you a stroke survivor who struggles to enjoy reading as you 
once did? Join Speech Language Pathologist, Julie Rowlett, for a 
book club that modifies reading for adults with Aphasia. Aphasia 
is a language disorder caused by a brain injury or stroke that im-
pacts speaking, understanding, writing and reading. The Apha-
sia Book Club uses “reading ramps” to make reading accessible 
and enjoyable for all. The fall session begins on September 16 and 
will run through November 4 at Claret Hall. The class meets every 
Monday at 1 p.m. The entire 8-week program costs $200 includ-
ing all materials. Space is limited. Call or email Julie Rowlett for 
registration information: Julie@neurorehabnetwork.org, 410-645-
1001, www.neurorehabnetwork.org.

Superintendent’s 
Recommended Attendance 
Area Adjustment Plan Could 
Impact Thousands

On August 22, Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Michael Mar-
tirano presented his Attendance Area Adjustment Plan rec-
ommendation. The proposal is significantly different from the 
recommendations presented in the Feasibility Study. According 
to Dr. Martirano, “the driving priorities through this process have 
been to relieve crowding, advance equity by addressing the dis-
tribution of students participating in the Free and Reduced-price 
Meals (FARM) program across schools, and plan ahead for the im-
pact of new High School #13, which is scheduled to open in Jes-
sup in fall 2023.”

As stated by Martirano, “The recommendation reflects the pri-
orities expressed by the AAC and community members and con-
siders transportation times and costs, the effective use of existing 
school resources and other Policy 6010 standards. It also consid-
ers the desire to keep school boundaries contiguous and maintain 
neighborhood schools and walkable distances for as many stu-
dents as possible.”

The proposal would result in approximately 7,396 student re-
assignments, including approximately 3,194 elementary, 1,351 

Stay Connected!
In addition to The Villager, the River Hill Community Association 

has a number of ways to keep you updated about the community.

Website: www.villageofriverhill.org

Facebook: River Hill Community Association/Claret Hall

Twitter: @RHCAClarksville

Email List: To sign up, text CLARETHALL to 22828
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“Like” Us! 

The River Hill Community 
Association is on Facebook.  
www.facebook.com/
RiverHillCommunityAssociation

School News
middle and 2,851 high school students. As a result, 53 schools 
would be within the 90–110% target utilization defined in Policy 
6010, compared with 42 without adjustment. Students current-
ly attending schools that serve the Village of River Hill (Clarksville 
ES, Pointers Run ES, Clarksville MS, Atholton HS and River Hill 
HS) could potentially experience significant shifts in the atten-
dance area polygons that feed into them.

The proposal presented by Dr. Martirano is a recommenda-
tion only. The Board’s deliberation is the next step in the pro-
cess, which begins with the Board’s public hearings followed by 
seven Board work sessions. The Board of Education is scheduled 
to hold three public hearings to gather feedback from the commu-
nity. Members of the public may only attend the session associat-
ed with the region in which they live based on the School Locator 
found at www.hcpss.org. Members of the public who wish to tes-
tify but cannot attend a public hearing may submit testimony via 
email or USPS mail.

Pre-registration will be available only by phone or in person. 
There will be no online pre-registration, nor will there be registra-
tion on site at a hearing.

All public hearings will be held at the Department of Educa-
tion, 10910 Clarksville Pike, Ellicott City, with satellite rooms 
available for overflow.
• Tuesday, September 17, 7 p.m. (Families currently zoned for 

Centennial HS, Howard HS, Mt. Hebron HS, Oakland Mills HS)
• Tuesday, September 24, 7 p.m. (Families currently zoned for 

Atholton HS, Hammond HS, Long Reach HS, Wilde Lake HS)

• Thursday, September 26, 7 p.m. (Families currently zoned for 
Glenelg HS, Marriotts Ridge HS, Reservoir HS, River Hill HS)
The Board of Education is currently scheduled to have seven 

public work sessions to discuss the suggested boundary review. 
The public may attend a work session but may not participate. 
• Thursday, October 10, 6:30 p.m.
• Thursday, October 24, 6:30 p.m.
• Wednesday, October 30, 6:30 p.m.
• Thursday, November 5, 6:30 p.m.
• Tuesday, November 12, 6:30 p.m.
• Thursday, November 14, 6:30 p.m.
• Monday, November 18 Preliminary decision

The Board is expected to make a preliminary decision at their 
final work session on November 18, and their final decision on any 
boundary line adjustments is expected on November 21.

The Superintendent’s recommendation and presentation are 
posted on the HCPSS website www.hcpss.org.

Household Tips to Be More 
Green This School Year

Rethink how you purchase school supplies  and reuse what 
you can from last year. It is pretty awesome to start the school 
year off with all new stuff, such as clothing, binders, folders, pens 
and pencils, but do you really need to? All that new stuff uses the 
earth’s resources such as trees, water, energy, etc. 

Don’t brown bag it. Invest in a lunchbox, reusable plastic con-
tainers, cloth napkins and a thermos. Avoid buying individually 
packaged foods which adds up to a great deal of trash and is usu-
ally more expensive. 

Ditch disposable water bottles. Save the planet and money by 
using filtered tap water and stainless-steel insulated water bottles, 
which keep drinks cooler longer. 

Reduce your greenhouse gas emissions. Ride the bus when 
possible to reduce individual vehicle emissions. If the bus is not 
an option, set up a carpool with neighbors or arrange for a chaper-
oned “walkpool.” You’ll save gas and get some exercise to. 

Recycle as much as you can. Parents, set the example! Are you 
and your family recycling the right items? Play an online game at 
http://howardcountymd.recycle.game/ to see how you’re doing. 

Cut down on electricity. Turn off lights and electronics when 
not in use, and be sure to unplug cell phones, tablets and laptop 
chargers. These tips may sound obvious, but you might not be 
doing them every time. Smart power strips are available that pre-
vent electricity from drawing on appliances that are turned off. 
Every little bit helps!
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Architectural News

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and rec-
ommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at Claret 
Hall. The sign-in sheet is available at 7 p.m. and applications are 
reviewed in the order that applicants sign in. Applicants should 
bring any supplemental documentation, application amend-
ments, or additional information that the RAC may have request-
ed. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review meeting.

Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior 
alterations as well as for in-home businesses can be obtained 
online at www.villageofriverhill.org under Covenants in the menu 
bar; or at Claret Hall. Agendas are published in the Villager when 
the publication schedule permits. RAC meeting agendas are 
posted at the Village office and on the website.

 Please allow 5-6 weeks for the entire application process. 

RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION & DEADLINE

Submit Application By For Meeting On

August 30, 2019 September 18, 2019

September 13, 2019 October 2, 2019

September 27, 2019 October 16, 2019

October 11, 2019 November 6, 2019

October 25, 2019 November 20, 2019

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE

Application Deadline Fridays by 12 Noon

No RAC Meeting: September 4, 2019

AC Decisions
August 21, 2019

Approved
5841 Wild Orange Gate Screened Porch, Portico, Shed
5812 Silent Sun Place Tree Removals
6558 River Run Walkway, Retaining Wall, Patio
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Architectural News

New to the 
Neighborhood?
We’re Glad You’re 
Here!
Please come in to Claret Hall 
to introduce yourself, pick up a Welcome Packet and small gift. 
We have lots of information to help you get acquainted with the 
community.  Welcome Packets and gifts are for River Hill CPRA-
assessed properties only. Not sure? Call 410-531-1749 or visit 
www.villageofriverhill.org.

Services Inc.

Licensed and Insured
MHIC 109507

Windows, Baths, Kitchens
• Local Howard County contractor.
• Over 20 years experience.
• Free estimates.
• Focus on quality of workmanship 

and competitive pricing.
• Local references upon request.

Contact us today: 443-864-2782 
RevereServicesInc@gmail.com
www.RevereInc.us

Pending
5913 Hay Boat Court Patio, Dry Stream Bed, 
 Landscaping

August 7, 2019

Approved
6332 Victorious Song Lane Fence
6017 Pure Sky Place Shed
6509 Barley Corn Row Basketball Equipment
12116 Hidden Waters Way Basketball Equipment
6429 River Run Landscape Edging
6024 Countless Stars Run Tree Removals, Exterior Lighting

Pending
6428 Fairest Dream Lane Addition, Deck, Patio

July 17, 2019

Approved
12145 Flowing Water Trail Trash Enclosure
6333 Morning Time Lane Tree Removals
5757 Whistling Winds Walk Addition, Deck, Front Porch
6031 Red Clover Lane Fence: Split Rail
6525 Radiant Gleam Way Deck
6012 Ascending Moon Path Tree Removals
6433 River Run Mulch Bed

FAST TRACK DECISION

Approved
6528 Autumn Wind Circle Material Change: Walkout, Patio
6440 Reedy Song Knoll Window Addition
12204 Linden Linthicum Ln. Tree Removal
6504 Hazel Thicket Drive Tree Replacement
6408 Ripe Apple Lane Tree Removal
6500 Autumn Wind Circle Color Change: Door, Shutters
12005 Distant Thunder Trail Solar Panels
6553 River Run Rain Garden, Dry Creek Bed

Pending
7005 Golden Seeds Row  Attic Vent
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AROUND TOWN
Sensory-Friendly Sundays at  

Robinson Nature Center
Sun., Sept 8, Oct. 13, Nov. 10 and Dec. 15, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
at Robinson Nature Center, 6692 Cedar Lane, Columbia. This 
monthly event is designed for families with kids, teens, and adults 
with sensory processing differences, autism spectrum disorder, or 
developmental disabilities. The center opens early, allowing visi-
tors to enjoy a calm environment. Explore the exhibits, Discovery 
Room, nature trails and/or outdoor Nature Place play area. Sen-
sory alert maps, sensory backpacks and quiet areas are available. 
Open to all ages. $5 adult, $3 child, free for members and children 
under 3 yrs. Call 410-313-0400 to reserve your space in advance. 
High demand is expected, and space is limited. Visit www.how-
ardcountymd.gov/RNC/sensoryfriendlyvisit for more information.

Craft Vendors Wanted
Hickory Ridge Community Association will hold its annual Holiday 
Craft Shop on Sun., November 24, from 2-5 p.m. at The Hawthorn 
Center. This event features reasonably priced, handmade arts and 
crafts. Artists and crafters are wanted. Items must be handmade 
by you; no reselling permitted. For more information, call 410-
730-7327 or email events@hickoryridgevillage.org.
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AROUND TOWN
Champions Against Cancer  

Cornhole Classic
Sat., Oct. 5, 2-6 p.m. at Western Regional Park, 14800 Carrs Mill 
Road, Woodbine. The tournament will feature live music by Freez-
er Burn with Bob Brill, and plenty of fun is included in your team’s 
entry fee! The event benefits the Champions Against Cancer 
Foundation, which supports family members, in particular the 
children, of those afflicted with cancer. The mission of Champi-
ons Against Cancer is to help these children maintain a sense of 
normalcy through the chaos that accompanies a parent or fami-
ly member’s fight against cancer. $100 per team of two includes 
food, drinks and cash prizes. Register at http://champsagainst-
cancer.org/event/corn-hole-classic.

Children’s Theatre Program:  
“Tortoise vs Hare 2”

Sat., Sep. 7, 10:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m., Sun., Sep. 8, 2:30 p.m. 
and Fri., Sep. 13, 10 a.m. at Howard Community College, Horow-
itz Center, Smith Theatre, 10901 Little Patuxent Parkway, Colum-
bia. Everyone knows that the slow-and-steady Tortoise beat the 
bragging Hare in the famous race, but when their great-grandkids 
Ro-Shell the tortoise and Jack Rabbit are talked into a rematch, 
anything could happen. With rich humor for adults and children, 
this play should not be missed. Presented by the HCC Theatre 
Program. For more information, visit www.howardcc.edu/tortoise. 
General admission $5 for all. 

Healthy Hero Fun Run Walk
Sat., Sept. 21, 8-11a.m. at Downtown Columbia Lakefront, 10221 
Wincopin Circle, Columbia. The stroller-friendly 1.5-mile course 
ends with face painting, balloons, music, nutritious snacks and 
beverages (while supplies last). Enjoy fun giveaways from one of 
many booths. Children are encouraged to dress up as their favor-
ite hero and meet and greet with some of Columbia Association’s 
KidSpace heroes! Enjoy browsing the many family-friendly ven-
dors at the Downtown Columbia Lakefront. All children 12 and 
younger must be accompanied by an adult. Details at www.face-
book.com/ColumbiaAssociation.

Live Music at Clarksville Commons
Fridays through September, 6:30-9 p.m. on the plaza at Clarks-
ville Commons, 12230 Clarksville Pike, Clarksville. Enjoy your 
Friday night with live music on the plaza. Please check www.
clarksvillecommons.com for information about the performers.

Electric Car Show
Sat., Sep. 14, 3-6 p.m. at Clarksville Commons, 12230 Clarksville 
Pike, Clarksville. As part of National Drive Electric Week, Clarks-
ville Commons will host their third annual Electric Car Show. Go 
to the Clarksville event and visit www.driveelectricweek.org for 
more information. 

Columbia BikeAbout
Sat., Sep. 28, 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m. at Long Reach Village Center, 
6100 Foreland Garth, Columbia. Join the Columbia Association 
for the 19th annual Columbia Archives BikeAbout — a free, fun 
and informative tour spotlighting Columbia’s history and the con-
nectivity of its pathway system. This year’s ride will be a well-
marked, family-friendly easy six-mile route that begins and ends 
at Long Reach Village Center. This year’s theme — Village Voyage 
— will enable participants to learn and enjoy the pathways within 
the village of Long Reach and discover historically exciting aspects 
of the Columbia story. The BikeAbout will begin at 9:30 a.m., 
with riders able to start up until 10 a.m. and complete the ride by 
noon. Share your photos from the event! Tag your pictures with 
#BikeAbout2019. For more information and registration, please 
call 410-715-6781 or visit www.columbiaassociation.org/event/
bikeabout.

Columbia Solar Info Session
Tue, Oct. 8, 7-8 p.m. at River Hill Meeting Room, 6330 Trotter 
Road, Clarksville. Your neighbors are going solar! Interested in 
going solar for your own home? Come out to the Solar Co-op In-
formation Session. A short presentation by both the Columbia As-
sociation and Civic Works will be given about the basics of going 
solar, how you can do so through the Civic Works’ Solar Co-op, 
and there will be time left for you to ask questions! This is a free 
event, but space is limited, so please RSVP to reserve your seat. 
Not able to attend, but still interested in going solar through the 
Solar Co-op? Contact one of the Energy Advisors today at 410-
929-6139. 

Exploring Columbia on Foot  
Outdoor Walk

Thurs., Sept. 19, 10 a.m.-12 p.m., meet at the Wilde Lake boat-
house and dock, 10027 Hyla Brook Road, Columbia. The guided 
outdoor walk is hosted by Columbia Association and will be led 
by environmental author Ned Tillman. Wilde Lake nature is the 
theme of this walk, and it will be about two miles long. Registra-
tion is not required. In case of inclement weather, please call 410-
312-6330 to learn if a walk has been canceled. The remaining 
scheduled walks for this year will be held on Thursday, October 
10 – a walk through the Merriweather District and on Thursday, 
October 24 – office park art.

Out of the Darkness Walk 
Sat., Sep. 28, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. at Lake Elkhorn, 7200 Dockside 
Lane, Columbia. When you walk in the Out of the Darkness 
Walks, you join the effort with hundreds of thousands of people 
to raise awareness and funds that allow the American Foundation 
for Suicide Prevention (AFSP) to invest in new research, create ed-
ucational programs, advocate for public policy, and support survi-
vors of suicide loss. Check-in/registration begins at 10 a.m., walk 
begins at 11:30 a.m., walk ends at 1 p.m. For more information, 
please contact Hayley Kline at howardcountyootd@gmail.com. 
Register at www.afsp.org/howardco.
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AROUND TOWN
28th Annual Howard County  

Police Pace 5K
Sun. Sep. 8, 8:30-11:30 a.m. at Centennial Park, 10000 Clarks-
ville Pike, Ellicott City. The Howard County Police Foundation 
will hold its 28th annual Howard County Police Pace 5K race and 
1-mile walk and run. Police Pace begins at 8:30 a.m. and is fol-
lowed by an awards ceremony. Proceeds from Police Pace will 
provide the department with funding for scholarships, training, 
equipment and special needs not met through the annual budget. 
The event will offer 50 performance awards, children’s activities 
and a chance to win prizes. In addition, the Howard County Police 
will display police cars, motorcycles, the horse-mounted unit and 
equipment from specialty units. Race registration for individuals 
costs $40 through Sept. 1 with discounted family packages avail-
able. Registration includes entry in the race, an Under Armour 
event T-shirt, Mission BBQ lunch and a chance to win awards and 
prizes. Visit www.policepace.com to register.

Free Lakefront Barre Class
Sun., Sep. 15, 9-10 a.m. at Downtown Columbia Lakefront, 10221 
Wincopin Circle, Columbia. Enjoy a free outdoor barre class with 
Haven on the Lake teachers. For more information, call 410-715-
3020. You do not need to be a Haven on the Lake member to par-
ticipate.

Historic Ellicott City, Inc.’s 33rd 
Annual Decorator Show House

Sat., Sep. 21 – Sun., Oct. 20, open Wed. – Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. and 
Sundays 12-5 p.m. at Belle Vue at the Chase, 11645 Vixens Path, 
Ellicott City. Since 1987, Historic Ellicott City, Inc.—a nonprof-
it supporting the preservation and restoration of the Ellicott City 
Historic District and other historic structures in Howard Coun-
ty—has orchestrated an annual Decorator Show House inviting 
local interior designers to decorate and furnish individual rooms 
in grand estates across Howard County. The event aims to show 
case historic and notable homes for future generations while rais-
ing funds to support their mission. Visitors will see an impressive 
range and mix of styles, design techniques, ideas and themes to 
satisfy every interest. In addition, most designer’s accent pieces, 
furniture, rugs and individual elements are available for purchase 
throughout the show’s run. Special events including designer pre-
sentations to be announced. The ever-popular boutique and an-
tiques will also be available—and for sale—at this year’s event.
 Tickets are $35 and available at http://historicec.com/
show-houses or at the door. No accessible parking is available at 
the Decorator Show House address. A shuttle will be provided to 
transport guests to and from the Decorator Show House. Details 
at https://historicec.com.
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AROUND TOWN
Free Lakefront Yoga 

Sat. Sept. 21, 9-10 a.m. at Downtown Columbia Lakefront, 10221 
Wincopin Circle, Columbia. Free outdoor yoga class. Meet above 
the fountain overlooking Lake Kittamaqundi. For more informa-
tion, call 410-715-3020.

Stepping On: Exercise and Strategies for 
Fall Prevention

Wed., Sep. 18 – Wed., Oct 30, 1:30-3:30 p.m. at Kings Contriv-
ance Community Association, 7251 Eden Brook Drive, Columbia. 
Sponsored by the Howard County Office on Aging & Indepen-
dence, this seven-week, evidence-based program is designed to 
help reduce falls and increase confidence, strength and balance. 
Professionals provide expertise on balance-related issues. Class 
meets weekly. Topics covered: strength and balance exercises, 
medication review, falls prevention, safe footwear, and community 
safety. Cost: $28. Space is limited, registration required. Call 410-
313-6073 to register.

Save the Birds: Bird-friendly  
Skies & Windows

Sat., Sep. 14, 10 a.m.-12 p.m. at Howard County Conservancy, 
Mt. Pleasant, 10520 Old Frederick Road, Woodstock. Since forev-
er, birds have been migrating and feeding themselves using their 
incredible instincts and biological gifts. Human progress has cre-
ated immense urban light islands and transportation arteries that 
fill the night-time skies with distracting lights, disrupting migra-
tion paths. Commercial and residential buildings are sheathed in 
reflective glass, which are not understood by bird vision, causing 
impact collisions. There are so many things we can do – some so 
simple – to mitigate the significant decline in our songbird popu-
lations. See some installed solutions and learn what you can do 
at little expense to save our birds! Free. RSVP requested at www.
hcconservancy.org/events.

Fall Equinox Twilight Hike  
and Campfire

Wed., Sep. 25, 5-7 p.m. at Howard County Conservancy, Mt. Pleas-
ant, 10520 Old Frederick Road, Woodstock. Bring your family, 
walk through the meadow and along the stream to the woodland 
campfire ring. Listen to the birds singing at dusk. Gather around 
the crackling fire and hear legend-stories about the Equinox, sing 
old-time songs, roast marshmallows, and enjoy s’mores with Holly 
and George Stone. Hike back in time to watch the sun set over the 

horizon –exactly due west – and hear other interesting astronomi-
cal facts about the Fall Equinox. Advance registration required at 
www.hcconservancy.org/event/fall-equinox-twilight-hike. $4 per 
person (2 and under free). In case of inclement weather, please 
check www.hcconservancy.org for updates. 

Rep Stage Launches Season with 
“Souvenir: A Fantasia on the Life of 

Florence Foster Jenkins” 
Thurs., September 5 – Sun., Sep. 22, times vary, at Howard Com-
munity College’s Horowitz Center, Studio Theatre, 10901 Little 
Patuxent Parkway, Columbia. Rep Stage, the professional re-
gional theatre in residence at Howard Community College (HCC), 
opens its 27th season!
 Florence Foster Jenkins, one of the world’s most famous so-
ciety eccentrics, suffered under the delusion that she was a great 
coloratura soprano when she was, in fact, incapable of producing 
two consecutive notes in tune. Nevertheless, her annual recitals 
in the ballroom of the Ritz-Carlton, where she resided, brought 
her extraordinary fame. As news of her terrible singing spread, so 
did her celebrity. The climax of her career was a single concert at 
Carnegie Hall in 1944. Famously, it sold out in two hours. “Sou-
venir,” by turn hilarious and poignant, tells her story through the 
eyes of her accompanist, Cosme McMoon. A talented musician, 
he regards her at first as little more than an easy way to pay the 
rent, but, as he gets to know her, his initial contempt gives way to 
reluctant admiration, then friendship and affection. Tickets $40 
for general admission, $35 for seniors and the military, $15 for 
students with a current ID. Thursdays are $15 performances. For 
tickets and additional information, visit www.repstage.org or call 
the box office at 443-518-1500. 

A Harlem Renaissance Speakeasy: 
Featuring Live Jazz and Poetry from 

the 1920s 
Sat., Oct. 5, 7:30 p.m. at RCF Building, Room 400, Howard Com-
munity College, 10901 Little Patuxent Parkway, Columbia. Ex-
plore the power of words from writers such as Langston Hughes 
and live jazz by such greats as Duke Ellington in a not-to-be-
missed speakeasy atmosphere evocative of the era. Admission 
includes a variety of speakeasy-inspired small bites.  Cash bar 
available, serving two signature cocktails, beer and wine. Period 
attire is encouraged. More information and tickets: www.howard-
cc.edu/discover/arts-culture/horowitz-center/arts-collective/
season/2019-2020/harlem.html

Did you know?
Claret Hall is often the place where found items get turned in and 

people who have lost items claim them. If you find something, 
bring it by. If you’ve lost something, call us! 410-531-1749.
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NAME ADDRESS   PHONE NO.

Woodie Lynott Early Lilacs Path 443-878-8036

Sean Smole  Autumn Wind Circle 410-963-1051

Reid Thomas Ascending Moon Path 410-531-2073

Tyler Windsor Floating Clouds Path 410-992-2441

Get on the list!
The River Hill Community Association maintains a list of 
residents who mow lawns in the neighborhood. To have 

your name added, call 410-531-1749 or email us  
at newsletter@villageofriverhill.org.

NAME ADDRESS   PHONE NO.

Sydney Ash ** Autumn Wind Circle 678-780-9662 

Alyza Berson Swift Current Way 443-812-5742

Mycah Berson Swift Current Way  443-812-5791

Jennifer Bleakney Waving Tree Court 410-531-5391

Paige Cohen ** Onward Trail 240-470-6158 

Giuliana Del Buono Distant Thunder Trail 410-707-3430 (c)

Jonathon DiPietro *  Leaves of Grass Court   410-531-1343

Charlotte Farris Radiant Gleam Way 410-300-7060

Alma Hagstrom **  Morning Time Lane 667-786-2080 

Lina Hassan Gentle Light Lane  667-231-5605 

Lesleigh Hilliard Rippling Water Walk 443-492-8221 

Cedar Kennedy ** Countless Stars Run 443-805-7581 

Dani Krause ** Shining Stars Lane  443-812-4641 

Kelly Long Tall Timber Drive 410-531-3357 

Erin Lovell * River Run 301-467-9608

Maddie Lynott Early Lilacs Path 443-535-8956

Laura Mason  Shining Stars Lane 410-733-7566

Miranda Mazzella *  White Pebble Path  410-531-7899

Anna Munro **  202-725-5102 

Kim Munro *  202-731-3248 

Ethan Peeples•• Great Star Drive 443-574-5259

Samantha Smole**  Autumn Wind Circle 410-963-1051

 Evan Spind Empty Song Road 443-956-8172 

* CPR/First Aid Trained       ** CPR/First Aid Certified

COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS
Help Wanted – Facility Assistant

Looking for a part-time assistant to staff our facility on week-
nights and weekends. The candidate should be friendly, helpful, 
and committed to ensuring our renters have a pleasant experi-
ence. Must have a flexible schedule. A customer service or sales 
background is desired. Please email resume to facilities@villageof-
riverhill.org.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support includ-
ing Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more. 
Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com 
or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Landscape Architect for Your Home
Do you need to freshen up your landscape? Landscape plans 
available at reasonable prices. Over 35 years of experience as cer-
tified Landscape Architect designer. Call Joanne for more informa-
tion at 410-531-6208.

Reclaim and Repurpose Your Space
Time Saver Advantage Specializes in Decluttering and Organizing. 
Our team provides the physical energy, objectivity, and account-
ability to turn chaos into order. Contact Beverly Johnston: 410-
428-6771. bev@tsadvantage.com or www.tsadvantage.com.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting  
“Our Passion is Your Pets”

Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, mid-
day, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact: 
www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Tutor
Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder, High Func-
tioning Autism, Advocate; all ages (K-12); specializing in organi-
zational skills, study skills, time management, reading/writing 
process, reading skills, all with application to content material at 
any level. SAT/ACT reading and English areas. Background: Spe-
cial Education Coordinator for school-based programs. Howard 
County resident. 301-922-6827 or email InsightsEd@gmail.com.

Junk Hauling, Heavy Lifting, Odd Jobs
We can take items to the dump, move furniture in your home or 
office and do other odd jobs. River Hill High School student-ath-
letes. Call Woodie 443-878-8036 or John 301-509-4390.
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Flamingoes, Unicorns and Sharks! Oh My!
River Hill residents brought out plenty of colorful floats 
and rafts to use at the Ultimate Pool Party in early August. 
They also enjoyed a make-your-own ice cream sundae 
bar, music and dancing, games, and an all-around fun 
night! Thanks to everyone that came out for the event and 
for the generous non-perishable food donations to benefit 
the Howard County Food Bank.
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