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Burget’s Piano & Guitar Service 
Collen Brothers Services
Columbia Family Eye Care
Columbia Tree & Lawn
Kevin Gordon, State Farm 
Handyman from Heaven
Hilltop Child Care Center
JFK Lawn & Landscape

Association Considers Locations 
for Community Playground

Kimco Realty
Kumon North America
Shun Lu Re/Max 100
Molly Maid
Mr. Handyman
Northrop Team Real Estate
PCF Management 

PLEASE THANK OUR ADVERTISERS for supporting the Village of River Hill.
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
Eileen Robbins / Long & Foster
Vanguard Orthodontics
Worldwide Concrete
Westerlund / LeReve Real Estate 
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.
Harry Witzke Funeral Home

National Night Out: Residents from Wild Orange Gate and Hidden Waters Way celebrated with a huge block party that was attended by neighbors, 
the HCPD and Clarksville Fire personnel. Organizer John Potocko said, “We had some really nice conversations with the officers, the kids enjoyed 
tours of the fire engine and ambulance, but the biggest thrill was when the HCPD helicopter did a low pass, circling over us and putting us in its 
spotlight. We were also visited by David Lee from the County Executive’s office, who presented a proclamation honoring the event.”

Continued on Page 5

Columbia is a unique community be-
cause of its many community amenities, 
such as the walking paths, well-main-
tained swimming pools, and an abun-
dance of recreational facilities. River Hill 
lacks one amenity which most other Co-
lumbia Villages have: a community play-
ground.

The Columbia Association (CA) has two 
visions for playgrounds: tot lots, scattered 

along the walking paths, and communi-
ty playgrounds. Community playgrounds 
are large, easily accessible by car or by 
foot, have street-visibility, and have more 
modern playground equipment, made with 
synthetic materials rather than wood and 
metal. They are generally located near 
community centers or pools. Good ex-
amples include the playgrounds near the 
Swansfield Pool in Harper’s Choice and the 
one near Hawthorn Pool in Hickory Ridge. 
In contrast, tot lots can only be reached by 
foot and are scattered amongst the walk-
ing paths in the open space between hous-
es. These are small-scale playgrounds that 
tend to be more secluded and have very 
basic, older equipment, making them less 
inviting for young children to play.

The sheer number of tot lots in Colum-
bia makes it financially impossible for the 
Columbia Association to modernize all tot 
lots. In contrast, building a single, mod-

School Redistricting 
May Impact Village

On August 23, during a special meet-
ing of the River Hill Board of Directors, a 
vote to sponsor a community forum on the 
proposed school redistricting in Howard 
County resulted in unanimous approval 
by the members in attendance. This de-
cision means that the Association will 
provide space for residents to discuss re-

Continued on Page 15

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:
9/8, 6:30 PM:  School Redistricting Mtg.

9/14, 6:00 PM: Playground Mtg.
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Board Highlights . . .

Board Meeting Schedule

All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River Hill Village 
Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior 
to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident 
Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you have written ma-
terial you would like the Board to review, please drop it by the 
village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved 
minutes are available for review at the village office and on the 
association’s website. For additional information, please contact 
the village office. (Contact info at left.)

NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: September 11 and October 2 at 
7 p.m. Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board 
Meeting Agendas & Minutes. 

Village Manager: 
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Covenant Advisor: 
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Facility Coordinator: 
Eudene Rossi, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Communications & Events Coordinator: 
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Administrative Assistant: 
riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday 9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.–Noon

Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to: 
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

River Hill Community 
Association, Inc.

Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029

Phone 410-531-1749, 410-531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259

website: www.villageofriverhill.org

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:  

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz

Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com

RIVER HILL BOARD
Robert Choi  ..................................................................croblee@yahoo.com
Renee DuBois  .........................................................................443-686-0702 
Tony Miceli  ......................................................... mathman2121@gmail.com 
Dalia Shlash  ............................................................dalia.shlash@gmail.com 
Harjeet Singh Jandu, Vice Chair............................ janduharjeet@icloud.com 
Richard Thomas, Chair  .......................................richthomas.rh@verizon.net 
Liyan Zhang  ...........................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Yamini Ananth (Student Committee)
Cindy Tian (Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Chao Wu, superbwu@gmail.com

“Like” River Hill Community 
Association on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/
RiverHillCommunityAssociation

August 7, 2017

• Appointed the following youth to the Teen Advisory Committee: 
Ashley Chen, Jeffrey Du, Tobias Eegholm, Anna Feng, Catalina 
Lennon, Alena Shen, Carol Wang, and Isabelle Zhan.

• Agreed to hold a community meeting in September to assess 
interest in a community playground or enhancements to 2 tot 
lots.

• Reviewed the proposed Assessment Share Formula and devel-
oped input.

• Approved an amended FY18 Operating Budget.
• Minutes Approved: July 10, 2017.

August 23, 2017

• Heard from more than 10 residents requesting that the Associ-
ation organize a meeting on school redistricting, provide space 
for residents to discuss redistricting, and help communicate 
with the Board of Education.

• Agreed to sponsor a forum on school redistricting. 
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Chao Wu, Ph.D.
River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
Email: chaowu2016@gmail.com 
Tel: 240-481-9637 
website: www.chaowu.org

Disclaimer: This column only represents Dr. Chao Wu’s personal 
opinion. It does not represent River Hill Board of Directors nor Co-
lumbia Association’s Board. 

Council Corner: Busy Fall Agendas
The fall is a busy time for everyone, including the River Hill 

Community Association (RHCA) and Columbia Association (CA). 
On September 8, the River Hill Board of Directors (RHBOD) will 
host a public forum for River Hill residents related to school re-
districting. There are two proposals in front of the Howard Coun-
ty Public School System (HCPSS) superintendent: One is from the 
HCPSS 2017 Feasibility Study and the other one has been devel-
oped by the Area Attendance Committee. The proposals have dif-
ferent impacts on Clarksville Elementary School, Pointers Run 
Elementary School, Clarksville Middle School, River Hill High 
School and Atholton High School. The RHBOD wants to use this 
public forum to channel residents’ redistricting concerns. The 
RHBOD is holding another meeting with residents on September 
14 to explore the potential for a community playground or updated 
tot lots in the village. 

The CA Board Operations Committee has finalized agendas for 
meetings this fall. Here are some highlights:

September:

• Community stakeholders provide input for consideration for 
the FY 2019 and FY 2020 draft budgets.

• Analyze village financials.
• Discuss Lakefront core design guidelines.
• Discuss FY 2018 1st quarter financial report (May, June and 

July 2017). This report will provide the board members with 
some understanding of the implementation of the new member-
ship structure and pricing.

• Discuss assessment share committee final report and recom-
mendations.

October:

• Work on major capital projects, new initiatives and community 
stakeholder requests, for the proposed FY 2019 and Condition-
al FY 2020 budgets.

• Review CA dashboard.
• Discuss and vote on the Paris Climate Accord, encouraging 

other entities and our residents to reduce carbon footprints.

November:

• Meet with Howard County Department of Zoning to discuss 
New Town Zoning.

• Overview of CA Open Space and Facilities Services Department. 
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ern, shared community playground is more affordable, and based 
on feedback would be welcomed by River Hill residents. If easily 
visible, a community playground would be a safe, fun place for 
young kids to play and would allow families the opportunity to get 
to know their neighbors and other members of the River Hill com-
munity, especially since many of our newer residents have young 
children.

River Hill has very limited open space for a playground, with 
only two viable site options for a community playground. One site 
is the grassy area, on the western side of Indian Summer Drive be-
tween Sunlit Water Way and Flowing Water Trail. The second site 
is between Linden-Linthicum United Methodist Church and the 
Whistling Winds Walk tot lot; however, this site would need further 
study from church administrators to determine if it is feasible and 

desirable to have a shared entrance to the playground and added 
parking spaces.

Since the Association has received frequent River Hill resident 
requests to build a community playground, we will hold a meeting 
on Thursday, September 14 from 6-7 p.m. at Claret Hall to further 
gauge interest and discuss these two sites. This is the first step in 
a process. If a decision is made to move forward, CA funding, fur-
ther site analysis and engineering, and additional opportunities 
for resident input will be required. We invite River Hill residents to 
come and offer opinions and feedback. If you are unable to attend 
the meeting, input may be provided via email to dalia.shlash@
gmail.com or by calling the Association at 410-531-1749.

Erickson Living Retirement 
Community Update

Erickson Living Properties II, LLC has been moving forward this 
summer on plans to develop a continuing care retirement commu-
nity on MD 108 in Clarksville. The proposal for Erickson Living at 
Limestone Valley includes 1,200 independent living units, 240 +/- 
care units, and various amenities on 60 acres of land located on 
the west side of Route 108 between the Freestate Service Station 
and Sheppard Lane. Erickson is requesting that the zoning of the 
affected properties be changed from Rural Conservation – Density 
Exchange Option (RC-DEO) to a Community Enhancement Float-
ing District having a mix of residential and commercial uses (CEF 
– M). Erickson submitted the initial Development Concept Plan for 
Limestone Valley to the Department of Planning and Zoning (DPZ) 
in late July.  

This initial plan is currently scheduled to be reviewed by the 

Playground, from pg 1
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Zoning Board during their meeting on October 12. A copy of the 
initial submission is available online at www.ericksonatlimestone.
com. The purpose of this October meeting is for the Zoning Board 
to review the initial concept plan, review DPZ’s preliminary evalu-
ation, and to allow citizens and the Zoning Board to ask questions, 
raise concerns, and make suggestions regarding the initial CEF 
plan. This meeting must occur prior to Erickson formally filing an 
application for a CEF District. 

For a CEF zone to be established, the property must be located 
within the planned service area for both public water and sewer. 
Currently, the proposed development is not within the planned 
service area. Therefore, for this project to proceed, legislative 
changes must occur. As of August 25, no legislation had been in-
troduced. Additionally, DPZ was awaiting feedback from Howard 
County’s Office of Law to determine whether the zoning and gen-
eral plan amendment processes can proceed simultaneously.

Meanwhile, the River Hill Community Association’s Traffic and 
Safety and Development Advisory committees are actively review-
ing the initial concept plan and will assist the Board of Directors 
in forming its position(s) regarding the Erickson Living proposal.

Updated Information: 
Reporting Cable Box Issues

Last month, newsletter readers were provided with a Howard 
County website address for reporting damaged and/or vandalized 
outdoor cable boxes. There is now a new email to file complaints: 
cadmin@howardcountymd.gov. Disregard the link from the How-
ard County website, which was initially provided.

Bulk Item & Scrap Metal 
Collection

If you have large items taking up space in your home that re-
ally need to go to the landfill, don’t pay to have them hauled away. 
Call the county or go online to schedule a bulk item pick-up, curb-
side, in front of your home. Up to four items per household per 
collection; any items too large to be collected by two workers will 
be tagged and left for the homeowner to remove. For a list of items 
that will not be collected or to schedule a pick-up, call 410-313-
6444 or visit www.HowardCountyBulkPickup.org. 

Public Invited to Comment on 
Columbia Association’s Budget

Columbia Association (CA) is in the process of drafting its bud-
gets for the next two-year budget cycle, which will take CA from 
May 2018 through April 2020. The public — including residents, 
representatives of village community associations, advisory com-
mittee members and others — will have ample opportunities for 
input at upcoming CA Board work sessions and meetings through 
February 2018.

Most work sessions and meetings will be held at 7:30 p.m. at 
CA Headquarters, 6310 Hillside Court, located off Stevens For-
est Road near the county emissions inspection station. A public 
budget forum will be held on Jan. 18, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. Slayton 
House, 10400 Cross Fox Lane in the Wilde Lake Village Center.

Speakers are encouraged to provide written versions of their 
remarks. There will be time limits for each speaker. Testimony 
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may also be submitted via email to Board.Members@ColumbiaAs-
sociation.org or via USPS mail to CA Board of Directors, care of 
Columbia Association Accounting Division, 6310 Hillside Court, 
Columbia, MD, 21046.

The full CA budget schedule can be found at www.Columbi-
aAssociation.org/budget. Highlights include: 
• Thursday, Sept. 14 — CA Board work session.
• Thursday, Oct. 12 — CA Board work session focusing on major 

capital projects, new initiatives and community stakeholder re-
quests.

• Thursday, Oct. 19 — This CA Board work session will only be 
held if necessary and will focus on major capital projects, new 
initiatives and community stakeholder requests.

• Thursday, Oct. 26 — This CA Board meeting will include votes 
on whether to include major capital projects and new operating 
initiatives received to date from all community stakeholders in 
the proposed budget document.

• Thursday, Jan. 11 — This CA Board work session will focus on 
the proposed draft Fiscal Year 2019 and conditional Fiscal Year 
2020 budgets.

• Thursday, Jan. 18 — This public budget forum allows the com-
munity another opportunity to comment publicly on the pro-
posed draft budgets. It will be held at Slayton House.

• Thursday, Feb. 8 — This CA Board work session will focus on 
the proposed draft Fiscal Year 2019 and conditional Fiscal Year 
2020 budgets.

• Thursday, Feb. 15 — This CA Board work session will only be 
held if necessary and will focus on the proposed draft Fiscal 
Year 2019 and conditional Fiscal Year 2020 budgets.

• Thursday, Feb. 22 — This CA Board meeting will include a 
discussion and a vote on whether to approve the Fiscal Year 

2019 and conditional Fiscal Year 2020 budgets and CA’s an-
nual charge rate.
The proposed annual charge rate for FY19 and FY20 would re-

main the same, at 68 cents per $100 of valuation, and with an in-
crease cap of 3.5 percent. For more information on CA’s annual 
charge, please visit www.ColumbiaAssociation.org/annualcharge.

Columbia at 50: A Bridge to the Future 

Movie Premiere Event
The celebrations of Columbia’s 50th anniversary continue with 

the launch of a much-anticipated documentary, Columbia at 50 – 
A Bridge to the Future, which was produced, directed and edited by 
the acclaimed Richard Krantz, and features many Columbia nota-
bles. The movie will explore Columbia’s past, its present, and the 
challenges ahead.

The film will serve as an excellent tool for framing a discussion 
about what makes a planned community successful and what’s 
necessary to sustain success. It can also serve as inspiration for 
community members to get involved in ensuring a successful fu-
ture for Columbia and other communities.

The event will be held on Wednesday, September 13 from 6-10 
p.m. at Smith Theatre, in the Horowitz Center at Howard Commu-
nity College. A VIP Donor Reception (for supporters with “Premiere 
Tickets”) begins at 6 p.m. and general admission begins at 7 p.m. 
A panel discussion led by Josh Olsen will be held from 8-9 p.m. 
followed by audience discussion about the vision for the future of 
Columbia from 9-10 p.m.

Free tickets are at www.columbiamd50.eventbrite.com.

Offices in 
Clarksville and Maple Lawn

Offering the latest in orthodontic 
technology including Invisalign, 
Invisalign Teen, and esthetic 
(clear) braces.

Free initial consultation,
evening hours available.

Orthodontics for Adolescents, Children, and Adults

410-381-1077
www.VanguardSmiles.com Drs. Byron & David Bonebreak, Board Certified Orthodontists

Now Open in 

Clarksville Commons
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Police Issue Warning about 
Skimmers at Gas Pumps

After charging two men with installing a skimming device in-
side a gas pump in Ellicott City, Howard County police are warning 
drivers and station owners to be aware of this crime.

Skimmers are hidden illegal card readers attached to ATMs and 
gas pumps, often inside the cabinet, that take data from a credit or 
debit card, including PIN numbers. Criminals sell the stolen data 
or use it to drain bank accounts. Consumers typically don’t know 
their information has been stolen until they get their bank state-
ments or an overdraft notice. Skimmer technology has made the 
devices smaller and harder to find.

Last week, Howard County police charged two Miami, Fla., 
men, Mario Eduardo Castro Ramirez, 51, and Frank Alvarez Ro-
driguez, 29, with possession of a skimming device and counterfeit 
credit card materials. The men were spotted by an employee at the 
Exxon gas station in the 4200 block of Montgomery Road placing 
a device inside a pump on Aug. 9. These were the fifth and sixth 
skimming arrests in Howard County so far this year. Ramirez and 
Rodriguez were released on bond.

To date in 2017, police have investigated 19 skimming cases in 
Howard County, which resulted in the recovery of nearly 30 devic-
es. In the four previous arrests, investigators tracked suspects to 
hotel rooms, where they found skimming devices and counterfeit 
materials. In most skimming cases, suspects are part of a much 
larger network committing similar crimes throughout the U.S.

Police have been visiting local gas stations and other business-
es to educate employees about skimming and urge them to look for 
suspicious activity and check their pumps every day. Investigators 
are also encouraging station owners to put security seals over the 



10 • The River Hill Villager • September 2017

Bagel Bin & Deli 
410-531-0335

Columbia Bank 
410-531-7000

Everett Jewelers 
410-531-7990

Giant Food 
410-531-7831

GNC 
410-531-1426

Hair Cuttery 
410-531-8052

Ledo Pizza 
443-535-0599

M&T Bank 
410-531-7083

Massage Envy 
410-531-0711

McDonald’s 
410-531-7950

Nouvel Nail Spa 
443-535-8866 

River Hill Cleaners 
410-531-7742

River Hill Optical 
410-531-7920

River Hill Sports 
Grille 
410-531-7900

Visit our new website
riverhill.shopkimco.com

Subway 
410-531-7982

Sunoco 
410-531-7510

Tower Federal Credit Union 
301-497-7000

The UPS Store 
410-531-9861

Vintage Cellars 
410-531-7860

cabinet panels on their gas pumps. While this is a voluntary de-
cision by each station owner, it gives drivers an indication if the 
panel has been opened or tampered with.

Detectives are reminding drivers to look for anything suspi-
cious at the gas pump and follow these tips: 
• Look for signs of tampering: If there is a security seal over the 

cabinet panel, is it damaged? Is the card scanner or keypad 
loose or crooked? 

• Choose a pump within view of the gas station attendant.
• If you use a debit card at the pump, run it as a credit card in-

stead of entering a PIN. That way, if your card is compromised, 
the money isn’t deducted immediately from your account.

• Consider paying for your gas inside the station or kiosk.
• If you discover fraudulent activity on your card, contact your 

bank immediately, then call police.
Howard County police have recovered skimming devices in the 

following cases in 2017: 
• Jan. 16 Shell 6200 block of Washington Blvd., Elkridge 
• Jan. 23 BP 5800 block Washington Blvd., Laurel 
• Feb. 4 Hess 6300 block of Washington Blvd., Elkridge 
• March 1 Sleep Inn 10100 North 2nd Street, Laurel 
• March 2 Exxon 8200 block of Snowden River Pkwy., Columbia 
• April 29 Tower FCU (ATM) 9000 block of Snowden River Pkwy., 

Columbia 
• May 2 Exxon 8800 block of Centre Park Dr., Columbia 
• May 17 Exxon 8800 block of Centre Park Dr., Columbia 
• May 24 Turf Valley Hotel 2700 block of Turf Valley Rd., Elli-

cott City 
• June 9 Exxon 4200 block of Montgomery Rd., Ellicott City 
• June 12 Exxon 8300 block of Benson Dr., Columbia 
• June 26 Exxon 8200 block of Snowden River Pkwy., Columbia 

• July 15 Exxon 10100 block of Little Patuxent Pkwy., Columbia 
• July 19 Exxon (ATM) 7300 block of Washington Blvd., Elkridge 
• Aug. 2 (two reports) Exxon 8800 block of Centre Park Dr., Co-

lumbia 
• Aug. 10 Exxon 4200 block of Montgomery Rd., Ellicott City 
• Aug. 12 (two reports) Exxon 4200 block of Montgomery Rd., 

Ellicott City 
For additional information about skimmers from the Federal 

Trade Commission (FTC), visit www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/avoid-
skimmers-pump.

Save the Date:  
2017 Columbia BikeAbout

The annual Columbia BikeAbout will be held Saturday, Sept. 
23, with riders setting out from the dock at Lake Elkhorn. The 
new 10-mile route winds through neighborhoods in Owen Brown, 
Oakland Mills and Long Reach. In celebration of Columbia’s 50th 
Birthday, the theme of the BikeAbout is “Appreciate the past and 
imagine the future.” 

Along the route, riders will get the answer to why our power 
lines for the most part are underground, insight into the origin of 
some of Columbia’s unique street names, visit a cemetery that pre-
dates Columbia, and discover early attempts to manage stormwa-
ter and how technology has changed current practice.

Young families will be guided around Lake Elkhorn, which will 
be filled with fun facts about Columbia and some fun things to do. 
Following the ride, participants have the opportunity to refuel and 
have fun at the Owen Brown Festival, which begins at noon. 

For more information and to register, visit www.columbiaasso-
ciation.org/facilities/columbia-archives/bikeabout.
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IN 4 DAYS, $715,000
RIVER HILL

5713 Whistling Winds Walk

Shun Lu, Ph.D, Re/Max 100
410-440-7738 (C) 
410-730-6100 (O)

Email: ShunLu@ReMax.net | Web: ShunLuTeam.com

Top 1% of Realtors Nationwide 
A Resident of Clarksville

Unparalleled Quality  — Every Listing Sold Fast & For Top Dollar

 RIVER HILL $700,000
$25k Higher Than Full Price

12117 Flowing Water Tr., Clarksville

 RIVER HILL SCHOOLS
$16,500 Higher than Full Price

6122 Trotter Ridge Ct., Columbia

CLARKS GLEN $829,900
6572 Ballymore Lane,

Clarksville

RIVER HILL SCHOOLS
6304 River Hill Overlook Dr.

Clarksville. $985,000.
ABOVE FULL PRICE

6413 Tara PL, Clarksville 

IN 4 DAYS, $771,000
RIVER HILL

5764 Whistling Winds Walk

ABOVE FULL PRICE
6102 White Marble Ct.

Clarksville

CLARKS GLEN 
$16,100 Above Full Price

6412 Erin Dr., Clarksville

CLARKS GLEN NORTH $710,000 
$25k Higher Than Full Price

6116 Syracuse Ct., Clarksville

SOLD IN 5 DAYS
SOLD IN 5 DAYS SOLD IN 12 DAYS

SOLD IN 9 DAYS SOLD IN 6 DAYSUNDER CONTRACT UNDER CONTRACT SOLD IN 4 DAYS

SOLD IN 4 DAYS SOLD IN 5 DAYS

Ongoing Food on the 15th 
Collection at Claret Hall

Did you know that Claret Hall has an ongoing collection for 
Food on the 15th? Each week a community volunteer stops by 
to pick up the items that have been donated to be taken to eco-
nomically challenged senior citizens in Howard County. Recently, 
Taylor James, the 2017 Junior Miss Maryland, and Food on the 
15th Youth Ambassador, came by to collect the donated items. 
She is a Columbia resident and attends Atholton High School. 
The next time you shop for groceries, please consider purchasing 
a few things to donate to this worthy organization. Financial con-
tributions are also accepted. For more information, email foodon-
the15th@gmail.com.

Drop off Your Old Room A/C 
or Dehumidifier and Get $25

Do you have an old, working room air-conditioning unit or de-
humidifier to recycle? BGE residential customers can stop by Co-
lumbia SportsPark on Saturday, Sept. 30 and drop off up to two 
room A/C units and/or dehumidifiers and receive a $25 reward! 
The units must be in working condition to be eligible. Customers 
will receive a check for $25 approximately four to six weeks after 
the event.

Rain or shine, BGE representatives will be on hand to unload 
units directly from vehicles. The event will be held from 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. at Columbia SportsPark, 5453 Harpers Farm Road in Co-Taylor James, 2017 Junior Miss Maryland, at Claret Hall.
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lumbia. Columbia Association will also be handing out ENERGY 
STAR-certified LED light bulbs and coupons for mini-golf at Co-
lumbia SportsPark.

Email Energy@ColumbiaAssociation.org for more information.

Watershed Tip 

Make a Seed Bomb and Much 
More at the WatershedPalooza!

Seeds have a tough 
life. They need to hide 
for long periods in 
moist soil while avoid-
ing strong winds, the 
blazing sun, and hun-
gry birds and other 
critters.

Coming to the res-
cue is the ultimate oxy-
moron: the seed bomb. 
Combine a bit of clay, 
compost and native 
seeds, form a ball and 
then toss it into your 
garden or yard. These 
small protective orbs, 
packed with the energy of new life, will harden on the outside and 
lie on the surface until the seeds sprout. Given this head start, 
the seeds are more likely to take root. Then a new plant will be in 
place, absorbing moisture, helping to prevent erosion, giving off 
oxygen, and absorbing carbon dioxide.

This is just one of the engaging projects children can make 
and learn about at the WatershedPalooza, a free event that the 
River Hill Watershed Committee has set for Saturday, September 
16, from noon to 2, at Claret Hall. The Palooza seed bombs will 
nurture native plants – such as Black-eyed Susans, purple cone-
flowers, Eastern Red columbine, and butterfly weed – that attract 
pollinators and look so beautiful in the process.

Children at the WatershedPalooza will also be able to make 
birdfeeders out of toilet-paper rolls. This will involve getting sticky 
with honey and bird seed. The payoff will come this fall and winter, 
when birds start flocking to your feeder.

 “I wanted to get children interested in the watershed, so I 
looked for projects that would be fun,” said Chloe Hoffmeister, 

Register Your Street by Sept. 11.

Turn a cardboard toilet-paper roll into a 
bird feeder at the WatershedPalooza.

Keep up with neighborhood 
news & community events!

Join Claret Hall’s email list with the 
tap of a few keys on your phone.

Simply text CLARETHALL to  
22828 to get started.
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who is helping to organize 
the WatershedPalooza to 
earn her Girl Scout Sil-
ver Award. The award re-
quires 50 hours of work 
on an issue of concern 
to the scout. Her moth-
er, watershed committee 
member Heidi Hoffmeis-
ter, is one of the key orga-
nizers for the event.

Chloe, who will be 
in 8th grade this year, 
is quite knowledgeable 
about watersheds, having 
given her first seminar 
on the topic in 5th grade. 
She remembers study-
ing how stormwater run-
off contributes to deadly 
algae blooms far away 
in the Chesapeake Bay. 
She says she was also 
inspired to learn about 
watersheds by her “very 
eco-friendly” 6th grade 
teacher, Sandra Vinje at 
Clarksville Middle School.

Another craft Chloe has planned turns old t-shirts into reus-
able bags for groceries and other shopping. That’ll be one more bag 
to use many times over instead of reaching for single-use plastic. 

Chloe Hoffmeister displays a T-shirt she 
recycled into a reusable bag, one of the 
crafts planned at the WatershedPalooza. 

Each plastic shopping bag, made from byproducts of fossil fuels, 
is used for about 20 minutes but lasts in a landfill or oceans for 
at least centuries, breaking into smaller and smaller toxic pieces. 
Only a fraction of the bags are recycled. So, help keep plastic off 
our streets and out of our trees. You are welcome to bring a t-shirt 
to the event, or we’ll provide one for you.

Many other activities are planned, including:
• Craft tables where children can make toad houses and little 

bamboo lodgings for our local solitary bees – who don’t live in 
hives;

• Displays and handouts about stream buffers;
• The Watershed Committee’s always-popular water table and 

wheel of questions; and
• Talks and handouts for adults about conservation landscaping 

and rain gardens that attract bees, butterflies and other polli-
nators.
Here’s what won’t be available at this event: single-use plas-

tic water bottles. These omnipresent so-called conveniences are 
decidedly inconvenient for the health of our watershed and even 
ourselves. Please bring a reusable water bottle – or use the drink-
ing fountain. The WatershedPalooza promises to be full of fun and 
learning.

Preregistration by Monday, Sept. 11, is recommended. Email 
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org  or call 410-531-1749.

Watershed Moments
ISO high school students: The River Hill Watershed Committee 

is seeking a teen liaison/adviser. Email your resume to newslet-
ter@villageofriverhill.org with the subject line: Watershed student 
adviser. No watershed experience needed, although brag about 
that if you have some. Let us know why you want to be on the wa-
tershed committee. Check out the River Hill Watershed Committee 
on Facebook and look at our website, www.villageofriverhill.org/
watershed, to see what we’ve been doing. We welcome ideas for 
getting teens involved in protecting our watershed.

Warning Signs of Sweepstakes 
and Foreign Lottery Scams 

Winning a sweepstakes or lottery may seem like a dream come 
true. But, that dream can turn into a nightmare when you discov-
er that instead of winning, you’ve lost money on a bogus sweep-
stakes or lottery. Scammers may contact you by mail, telephone or 
e-mail or through social media sites like Facebook.

Here’s what happens: You receive a notice that you have won 
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New to the Neighborhood?
We’re Glad You’re Here!

Please come in to Claret 
Hall to introduce yourself, 
pick up a Welcome Packet 
and small gift. We have lots 
of information to help you 
get acquainted with the 
community.  
 
Welcome Packets and gifts are for River Hill CPRA-
assessed properties only.  Not sure? Call 410-531-
1749 or visit www.villageofriverhill.org for more 
information.

a large sum of money in a sweepstakes that you don’t remem-
ber entering. But, before you can collect, you must pay taxes or 
processing fees. The notice includes a check that represents part 
of your winnings that you can use to cover those expenses. You 
are told to deposit the check and then pay the taxes or fees by 
wire transfer, prepaid debit card, check or money order. You later 
learn that the check you deposited was fake and your money is 
long gone.

Alternatively, you may by notified of your good luck by phone 
and are asked to give bank account information so that your prize 
can be deposited directly into your account. Instead of depositing 
money, con artists empty your account.

To avoid sweepstakes scams:
• Be wary whenever you get an unsolicited offer from someone 

you don’t know.
• If you didn’t enter a contest or sweepstakes, you didn’t win!
• Don’t let yourself be rushed to pay money or provide personal 

information before you’ve had time to think. Take your time 
and talk to someone you trust first.

• Never pay to collect a prize. Legitimate sweepstakes pay you 
money, they don’t ask you to pay.

• Taxes on real sweepstakes winnings are paid directly to the 
IRS, not a third party.

• Sending money by wire transfer, money order or pre-paid card 
is like paying cash. These payment methods are impossible to 
trace and can’t be reversed.

• Foreign lotteries are illegal in the USA. Do not participate!
There are no winners in the fraud game - remember if it 

sounds too good to be true, it probably is! If you have questions or 
want to report a scam, contact the Howard County Office of Con-

sumer Protection at 410-313-6420 or visit OCP’s website at www.
howardcountymd.gov/consumer.

This information was provided by the Howard County Office of 
Consumer Protection.

districting and help communicate with the Board of Education.
The Association reached out to representatives from the How-

ard County Public School System (HCPSS) and invited their par-
ticipation at the planned forum. The response received from 
HCPSS on August 25 indicated that they do not plan to send a 
representative to the forum. Instead, it was recommended that it 
would be best if residents “attend the regional meetings that will 
occur on September 12 and 13. The meetings will be in part to in-
form residents of the process, where we (HCPSS) are in that pro-
cess and how residents still have time to participate.  We (HCPSS) 
are reviewing options on which methods are best for collecting 
feedback during the Superintendent’s step in the process.”

Currently, the Association plans to hold a community forum, 
for residents of the Village of River Hill only, to discuss the pro-
posed school redistricting and formulate a plan to provide feed-
back to HCPSS on Friday, September 8 beginning at 6:30 p.m. at 
Claret Hall. Those interested in attending must pre-register by 9 
p.m. on Thursday, September 7 due to limited seating at Claret 
Hall. Call 410-531-1749 or send an email to newsletter@villageo-
friverhill.org and provide your property address when registering. 
Identification will also need to be provided as proof of residence to 
gain entry to the forum on Sept. 8.

As of the deadline for this issue, an agenda for the forum had 
not yet been determined. Stay tuned for additional updates via the 
Association’s various modes of communication such as the River 
Hill Community Association website: www.villageofriverhill.org, 
Facebook: River Hill Community Association/Claret Hall, Twitter: 
@RHCAClarksville, and email distribution from Constant Contact. 
To sign up for these emails, text ClaretHall to 22828. Updates will 
be posted on each once an agenda has been finalized.

For more information about the Attendance Area Committee 
(AAC) draft plan and other pertinent dates, visit www.HCPSS.org. 

Redistricting, from pg 1
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Architectural News

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and 
recommendation meetings age generally held at 7:30 p.m. at 
Claret Hall. The sign-in sheet is available at 7 p.m. and Ap-
plications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign in. 
Applicants should bring any supplemental documentation, 
application amendments, or additional information that the 
RAC may have requested. Residents are encouraged to attend 
the RAC review meeting.

Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exte-
rior alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at 
www.villageofriverhill.org under Covenants in the menu bar; 
or at Claret Hall. Agendas are published in the Villager when 
the publication schedule permits. RAC meeting agendas are 
posted at the Village office and on the website.

 Please allow 5-6 weeks for the entire application process. 

RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION & DEADLINE
Submit Application By For Meeting On

August 11, 2017 September 6, 2017

August 25, 2017 September 20, 2017

September 8, 2017 October 4, 2017

September 22, 2017 October 18, 2017

October 13, 2017 November 1, 2017

October 22, 2017 November 15, 2017

November 17, 2017 December 6, 2017

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline Fridays by 12 Noon

Next RAC Meeting
September 6, 2017

6308 Angel Rose Court Landscaping: Hedge, Portico,
  Walkway, Addition, Patio
6437 Fairest Dream Lane Shed
6433 River Run Screened Porch, Deck, Landing,
  Steps
6040 Ascending Moon Path Tree Removals
6304 Enchanted Key Gate Fireplace, Sitting Wall, Retaining
  Walls, Enclosure, Landscaping

AC Decisions
August 2, 2017

Approved
6033 Ascending Moon Path Screened Porch, Patio, Deck: 
  Material Change, Area Under Deck
6300 Eastern Star Way Patio

June 21, 2017

Approved with Condition
7152 Morning Light Trail Trampoline

FAST TRACK

Approved
6562 Autumn Wind Circle Material Change: Deck; Tree 
  Removal & Replace 
6300 Enchanted Key Gate Rain Garden 
6612 Forest Shade Trail Tree Removal 
6102 White Marble Court Area Under the Deck
6324 Morning Time Lane Patio, Area Under the Deck, 
  Tree Removal
6432 Western Star Run Color Change: Front Door, 
  Shutters; Window Additions
6401 Silent Moon Run Window Film
6418 Few Star Court Tree Removal
7090 Garden Walk Tree Removal
6617 Towering Oak Path Tree Removal
6613 Towering Oak Path Tree Removal

Approved with Condition(s)
12203 Linden Linthicum Lane Tree Removal
6525 Radiant Gleam Way Generator, Tree Addition
6636 Rising Waves Way Deck: Material Change

Disapproved
6401 Old Romance Row Material Change:  Partial Siding 
  Change 
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School NewsClasses in River Hill

Beyond Biceps (Meeting Room)

Tu/Th beginning September 5 6:15-6:55 p.m.
Sat beginning September 9  8:15-8:55 a.m.
For information or to register, email kim@beyondbiceps.com.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)

Th returning September 7 10-10:45 a.m.  Ages 0-5
For information visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com or call 
301-758-0304.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 7:30-8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Triathlean (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 7:15-8:15 p.m.
For information call 301-213-9670 or 
email dserpico34@outlook.com.

Yoga (Meeting Room)

W ongoing 6:15-7:15 p.m.
Email CrowderYogaFitness@gmail.com.

Zumba (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th returning Sept. 5  9:30-10:30 a.m.
Tu/Th returning Sept. 5 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Call 410-245-5900 or email msmarialk@gmail.com to register.

Kevin W. Gordon
Agent

5570 Sterret Place Suite 202
Columbia, MD 21044-2649
Bus 443-542-5230 
Fax 442-979-7707
www.agentkg.com
kevin@agentkg.com

The best compliment you can give is a referral.

Classifieds Only $10 for Residents
For 35 words. $1 per additional word. 

Bring your ad to Claret Hall by the 15th of 
the month preceding the issue.

Board Begins Process to Select 
a Permanent Superintendent

The Howard County Board of Education voted at its regularly 
scheduled meeting on August 17, to move forward with the pro-
cess to select a permanent superintendent for the Howard County 
Public School System. 

In May, the Board appointed current Interim Superinten-
dent Dr. Michael J. Martirano to a one-year term, which extends 
through June 30, 2018. The Board will follow a competitive pro-
cess in alignment with Policy 4050, Procurement of Goods and/or 
Services, to seek proposals from professional search firms. This is 
the first step for the Board to determine whether to engage a pro-
fessional search firm or follow another process for the search. The 
Board will announce by early September its plan and timeline for 
the superintendent search process, which will include a public 
hearing and other opportunities for community input. 

After the search process is complete, the Board will appoint the 
permanent superintendent to a four-year term that will commence 
on July 1, 2018.

Teen Health Summit
The 2017 Teen Health Summit is an interactive and engaging 

summit where students will participate in breakout sessions cov-
ering topics on life decisions, substance use, healthy social media 
use, stress management, and more. The event will occur on Fri-
day, October 20 from 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. at Howard Community Col-
lege, Health Sciences Building, 10901 Little Patuxent Parkway, 
Columbia.

Registration for the Teen Health Summit is free for high school 
students in grades 10-12. Lunch is included. There will be gift 
card raffles. Service hours are available.

For more information, contact Jackie Douge at jdouge@how-
ardcountymd.gov or 410-313-7569.

The Teen Health Summit is a community partnership between 
the Howard County Health Department, Howard County Depart-
ment of Community Resources and Services, Howard Communi-
ty College, HC DrugFree, and the Howard County Public School 
System.
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AROUND TOWN

Did you know?
Claret Hall is often the place where 

found items get turned in and people 
who have lost items claim them.

If you find something, bring it by. If you’ve lost 
something, call us! 410-531-1749.

Robinson Nature Center  
Anniversary Open House

Sun., Sept. 17, 12 – 5 p.m. at Robinson Nature Center, 6692 Cedar 
Lane. All ages. Celebrate Robinson Nature Center’s 6th birthday. 
See what’s new, including a telescope-lending program and “Bird-
zels” Howard County ARTsites installation. Take part in live ani-
mal presentations, guided nature walks, facepainting, crafts and 
shows in the planetarium. Enjoy music by the New Southern Cow 
Tippers, activities, food vendors, the Nature Place, the Discovery 
Room and an outdoor picnic area. Children must be accompanied 
by an adult at all times. (No registration for this event.) Parking 
info: www.howardcountymd.gov/RobinsonAnniversary.

Jim O’Malley Memorial  
Golf Tournament

Mon. Oct. 2, 9:30 a.m. at Waverly Woods Golf Club, 2100 Warwick 
Way, Marriottsville. The 15th Anniversary Golf Tournament hon-
ors the memory of River Hill resident Jim O’Malley, a communi-
ty leader, devoted husband and father, who passed away in 2003 

after a long and courageous fight with acute myeloid leukemia. 
Over 75 percent of the participants and sponsors of this commu-
nity event are River Hill residents. In the last fourteen years, the 
Jim O’Malley Charitable Foundation has raised over $376,500 to 
help the fight against Leukemia & Lymphoma. All proceeds from 
the tournament will support leukemia research and patient care 
initiatives at the Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center at 
Johns Hopkins. $150 golf registration includes greens fees, cart & 
bag service, range and putting green, shotgun start, lunch, dinner 
& beverages, gifts, awards, and more. For registration informa-
tion, contact Jack Temple at 301-596-9972 or email omalleygolf-
tournament@gmail.com.

Discover Downtown Columbia 5K
Sun., Sept. 10, 9 a.m., starts at AMC Cinema at The Mall in Co-
lumbia, 10300 Little Patuxent Pkwy. Now in its 4th year, the run 
features live music and festive post-race activities. Weave through 
Symphony Woods, across the stage at Merriweather Post Pavilion, 
past other Downtown Columbia landmarks and end at the Colum-
bia Lakefront. $45 registration at www.eventbrite.com.
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Columbia International  
Folk Dancers Celebration

Wed., Sept. 13, 8 – 11 p.m. at Kahler Hall, 5440 Old Tucker Row, 
Columbia. Celebrate Columbia’s 50th Birthday and its ethnic di-
versity while discovering the social, physical and psychological 
values of folk dancing. Get acquainted with the basic terminology, 
skills, etiquette, rhythm and styling. See presentations of basic 
dance positions, formations, patterns and sequences. Enjoy eth-
nic costumes, snacks, refreshments and a performance by the 
hosts. The Columbia International Folk Dancers are one of Co-
lumbia’s oldest established organizations, dancing in Kahler Hall 
every Wednesday evening since 1968. $5 at the door.

REP STAGE Presents:  
THE HEIDI CHRONICLES   

Thurs., Sept. 7 – Sun., Sept. 24, times vary, at Howard Communi-
ty College, The Horowitz Visual and Performing Arts Center’s Stu-
dio Theatre, 10901 Little Patuxent Parkway, Columbia. Wendy 
Wasserstein’s Tony Award and Pulitzer Prize-winning comedy 
traces the coming of age of Heidi Holland, a successful art histo-
rian, as she tries to find her bearings in a rapidly changing world. 
Funny, touching, and written with rare grace and sensitivity, the 
play is a moving examination of the progress of a generation, from 

the socially and politically activist sixties to the success-orient-
ed eighties. As Heidi determines her place in society and how to 
juggle success and failures in work, friendship and romance, The 
Heidi Chronicles asks the ever-present question: Can women have 
it all? For tickets and more information, visit www.repstage.org.

Plein Air Paint Out
Sat. Sept. 9, 8:30 a.m. – 7 p.m. at both Lake Kittamaqundi and 
Wilde Lake, Columbia. Watch artists at work during this first-ever 
event in Columbia. Enjoy hands-on, creative family activities. The 
resulting artworks will be featured in an exhibition and awards 
ceremony at Columbia Art Center from September 16-30. Artist 
locations include Lake Kittamaqundi, Wilde Lake, Oliver’s Car-
riage House and Historic Oakland Manor. Presented and hosted 
by Columbia Art Center in celebration of Columbia’s 50th Birth-
day. For details, call the Columbia Art Center at 410-730-0075.

Fall Geocaching
Thurs., Sept. 28, 2:30 – 4 p.m., at Robinson Nature Center, 6692 
Cedar Lane. Ages 55 years and up. Explore the grounds of the 
Robinson Nature Center during a crisp fall afternoon as you navi-
gate through the woods using GPS technology. Enjoy a brief pre-
sentation on the history behind GPS technology and how it works. 
Then, learn how to use a handheld GPS unit to navigate along the 
Center’s trails as you search for hidden caches. Please wear close-
toed, sturdy shoes. Trails include both paved pathways and un-
surfaced paths. $9 per person. Details and registration available 
at www.howardcountymd.gov/RNC.

“Rethinking Retirement” Program
Thurs., Sept. 14, 9 a.m. – noon, Historic Oakland, 5430 Vantage 
Point Road, Columbia. Vantage House retirement community 
will sponsor “Rethinking Retirement: A Columbia Perspective on 
Aging.” The free program is designed for professionals and others 
working with older adults. The program will begin with a conti-
nental breakfast and networking. Limited seating. Registration re-
quired. Call 410-992-1241.
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Autumn Olive Extermination

Tues., Sept. 26, 9 – 11:30 a.m. at Middle Patuxent Environ-
mental Area (meet at South Wind Circle Trailhead). Autumn 
Olive shrubs are an unwelcome remnant of the game farm 
that once existed in this area. Olive is a relentless invader 
so a variety of control methods need to be implemented over 
the course of several years. Help to expand upon the head-
way that has already been made by cutting down olives to 
make room for park staff to return and perform subsequent 
herbicide treatments. A small number of Japanese barberry 
shrubs will also be dug up and discarded. No experience nec-
essary. One-time volunteers are welcome. Call Jeff Claffy, As-
sistant Natural Resources Manager, MPEA, 410-313-6209 or 
email jclaffy@howardcountymd.gov for more information or 
to sign up.

Annual Autism Walk & 5K Run
Sat., Oct. 7, 9 a.m. at Centennial Park, 10000 State Route 
108, Ellicott City. This annual event brings together those 
touched by the autism spectrum disorder in a supportive, en-
ergizing and fun environment. The event will feature a 5K run 
around Centennial Lake, a “Lake Walk” of the same distance, 
and a shorter three-quarter mile “Piece of Cake Walk.” Chil-
dren’s activities including facepainting, Star Wars costumed 
performers, a moon bounce and other inflatable games will 
be available. A variety of exhibitor tables for local businesses, 
organizations and health & human services agencies will be 
featured. Proceeds from the event will support programs and 
services for Howard County families living with autism. On-
line registration available through October 4 at www.howard-
autism.kintera.org/onestepcloser2017. Race day registration 
is available on-site.

Lunch & Lecture:  
“Black Churches in Howard County”

Fri., Oct. 6, 12 – 1 p.m. at Howard County Historical Society 
Museum, 8328 Court Avenue, Ellicott City. African-American 
churches have long been an important part of the cultural 
fabric of Howard County. Even before the abolition of slavery, 
faith groups had organized among our area’s people of color. 
Representatives of these groups will present a panel discus-
sion on their history and relevance in the county, as well as 
noting the challenges facing the congregations today. Panel 
Discussion led by Pat Greenwald. Bring your own lunch; 
drinks and treats will be provided. Tickets are free to HCHS 
members and $5 for nonmembers. Doors open at 11:30 a.m. 
Visit http://hchsmd.org/events to order tickets and for more 
details.

St. Louis Parish  
Concert & Artist Series

Sat., Sept. 30, 7:30 p.m., St. Louis Church, 12500 Clarks-
ville Pike, Clarksville. Now in its 13th year, the season of 
community concerts and guest artists, ranges from classical 
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to Broadway music and will include four full concerts and four 
chamber-type performances featuring solo singers and musicians 
from around the DC/MD/VA area. The season premiers with “My 
Favorite Things” and features soprano Jessica Rivera and violinist 
Destiny Mermagen with the St. Louis Strings, Treble Choir, and 
Women of the St. Louis Choir. Free and open to the public with 
reservations appreciated at www.stlconcertseries.yapsody.com. 
Call 443-535-1691 or visit www.stlconcertseries.org for more in-
formation. Additional 2017 performance dates: Oct. 20, Nov. 10, 
Dec. 17.

Wilde Lake Old-Fashioned  
Family Picnic

Sat., Sept. 16, 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. at Wilde Lake Park (near the boat-
house), Hyla Brook Road. All are invited to join neighbors, friends 
and family for this fun-filled event featuring free activities includ-
ing a moon bounce, children’s crafts, corn hole, watermelon eat-
ing contest, birthday cake, and giveaways. Live entertainment will 
feature performances by the Wilde Lake High School Marching 
Band and local favorites “The Dixon Ulmer Band” and “Any the 
Wiser.” Bring a picnic basket, beverages, blankets, chairs and/
or tables. Food will be available for purchase from a wide variety 
of food trucks. For more information call 410-730-3987 or email 
events@wildelake.org.

A-OK Mentoring & Tutoring  
Information Session

Thurs., Sept. 14, 11 a.m. at Hawthorn Center, 6175 Sunny Spring, 
Columbia. Learn more about A-OK Mentoring & Tutoring and 
available volunteer opportunities. People from all backgrounds 
and experiences are welcome to participate in the organization as 
mentors and tutors which serve elementary school children and 
middle school youth in Howard County schools and in commu-
nity afterschool programs. Volunteers must be at least 21 years 
of age and be available during weekday, daytime hours. To attend 
the information session, email susan@aokmentor.org or call 443-
895-2457.

Changemaker Challenge
Ongoing through September 8. The Horizon Foundation and Unit-
ed Way of Central Maryland want to hear your innovative ideas 
to make Howard County better. No idea is too big or too small. 
Whether your idea could impact public health, the environment, 
social justice, economic opportunity, arts, children, teens or older 
adults, the issues are real and the possibilities to effect lasting so-
cial change are endless. Pitch your big idea by September 8, learn 
more and see official rules at www.changemakerchallengehc.org.
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NAME ADDRESS   PHONE NO.

Alyza Berson Swift Current Way 443-812-5742

Mycah Berson Swift Current Way  443-812-5791

Jennifer Bleakney Waving Tree Court 410-531-5391

Paige Cohen   240-470-6158 

Giuliana Del Buono Distant Thunder Trail 410-707-3430 (c)

Kyla Clark Great Star Drive 301-332-0370

Molly Farrell Tall Timber Drive 443-995-7330

Murphy Freal ** Fleets of Time Court 410-935-7145

Abii Gannon White Marble Court 240-383-6527

Casey Greenberg Fairest Dream Lane 410-531-0331

Cedar Kennedy** Countless Stars Run 443-805-7581 

Kelly Long Tall Timber Drive 410-531-3357 

Maddie Lynott Early Lilacs Path 443-535-8956

Laura Mason  Shining Stars Lane 410-733-7566

Miranda Mazzella*  White Pebble Path  410-531-7899

Marissa Mazzella** White Pebble Path 410-531-7899 

Jacob Recht Evening Company Cir. 410-531-5236 (h) 
   410-302-9258 (c)

Karenna Sarney Quiet Night Ride 410-531-2492(h) 
(Karenna.sarney@gmail.com) 410-294-4856 (c)

Allison Siil ** Western Star Run 410-531-5624

Liana Toy Grateful Heart Gate 443-718-8720

Sarah Winchell River Run 410-531-0135 (h) 
   443-745-7571 (c)

* CPR/First Aid Trained ** CPR/First Aid Certified

COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS
Part -Time Job Openings

The River Hill Community Association is seeking candidates to fill 
two part-time positions:
Special Events Coordinator – 15 hrs./week, weekdays and eve-
ning/weekend special events. Responsible for planning and im-
plementing a variety of ongoing programs and one-time special 
events for the community. Events management and public rela-
tions experience, strong written and verbal communication and 
organizational skills, and proficiency with MS Office required.
Administrative Assistant – 25 hrs./week, weekdays Monday – 
Friday. Responsible for reception duties and administrative and 
bookkeeping functions in support of the manager. Advanced pro-
ficiency with MS Office including Excel, strong written and verbal 
communication and organizational skills, and customer service 
experience required.
Send cover letter and resumes to manager@villageofriverhill.org. 
No calls please. 

Hurtt Piano Studio in River Hill
Fun and Formal Private Piano Lessons in my in-home piano stu-
dio. I can go to your home as well. Age 6 to Adult. All levels. Ms. 
Wen-Lee Hurtt –- Masters in Music. Call 410-531-2896 or email 
WLHurtt1@gmail.com.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant 
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand 
running, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and 
special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771, 
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

MOMS Club of Clarksville
Home with your kids? Looking for support? Come see what the 
MOMS Club of Clarksville is all about at our monthly social. 9:30-
11 the 2nd Wednesday of each month at Linden Linthicum Unit-
ed Methodist Church. RSVP to momsclubofclarksvillemd@yahoo.
com. www.momsclubofclarksvillemd.org.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting  
“Our Passion is Your Pets”

Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, mid-
day, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact: 
www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Tutor/Educational Consultant
Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder, High Func-
tioning Autism, Advocate; all ages (K-12); specializing in organi-
zational skills, study skills, time management, reading/writing 
process, reading skills, all with application to content material at 
any level. SAT/ACT reading and English areas. Background: Spe-
cial Education Coordinator for school based programs. Howard 
County resident. 301-922-6827 or email InsightsEd@gmail.com.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture. Art, Silver, 
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+ yr ex-
perience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic 
Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support includ-
ing Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more. 
Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com 
or bev@tsadvantage.com.
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Wet  and  Wonderfu�  Pool  Party!
Residents warmed up in the water on a cool August evening at the annual River Hill Pool Party. For the first time in River Hill’s 25-year history, rafts, 
rings, noodles and other inflatables were permitted for use in the pool during this special event. Kids and adults splashed, played, lounged and had 
an all-around great time. There were also plenty of games and activities scattered around the pool area for those who wanted to stay warm and dry. 
The magnetic fishing game and oversize Connect 4 were a real hit! Special thanks to the River Hill pool staff and the Columbia Association Aquatics 
Department for making this “Ultimate Pool Party” possible!
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