Mark Your Calendar!
County Executive to host Town
Hall Meeting on September 10 in
Clarksville. Details page 11.
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3rd Annual River Hill Health Fair

Get Active and Have Fun!

T

he River Hill Community Association (RHCA) is co-sponsoring the third annual Health Fair with the Coalition Halting Obesity in Children Everywhere (CHOICE) on Saturday,
September 12 at the River Hill Village Center. CHOICE is a 501
(c) (4) founded by sisters Athena and Tiffany Kan while they were
students at River Hill High School. Linking with CHOICE and cosponsoring the River Hill Health Fair is part of the Association’s
on-going efforts to enhance the quality-of-life for residents in our
community.
The River Hill community is fortunate to have a variety of fitness options right in our own backyard. In addition to the Columbia Gym and outdoor pool, residents have access to 14.25 miles
of pathways and 24 tot lots in the open space in the village. A network of hiking trails in the nearby Middle Patuxent Environmental Area provide additional opportunities to get close to nature and
be active. Fitness programs offered at Claret Hall and the Meeting Room, such as Zumba, adult ballroom dancing, Tai Chi, and
yoga, supplement the wide variety of classes offered by the Columbia Association. School athletic teams, local sport leagues, and

Thanks!

By advertising in The Villager, these companies support
programs and events here in River Hill.

Animal Advocates
Baltimore Washington Eye Center
Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak
Collen Brothers Services
Columbia Family Eye Care
Columbia Tree & Lawn
Handyman from Heaven
Hilltop Child Care Center
JFK Landscaping
Kimco Realty
Kumon
Amy Lazas, Esq.
LeReve Real Estate
Shun Lu Re/Max 100
Maryland Cheesecake Company

Maryland Homebrew
Molly Maid
Mr. Handyman
Ayman Nassar/Teen
Performance Coach
Northrop Team Real Estate
PCF Management
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
The Princeton Review
Pure Romance
Eileen Robbins/Long & Foster
Marla Stahl, Author
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.
River Hill Garden Center
Robin Wilson/Long & Foster

Health professionals will be ready to answer your questions on Saturday,
September 12 at the River Hill Village Center.
excellent programs through the County’s Recreation and Parks
Department, add to the many possibilities for getting and staying active. It is no wonder that Columbia and Howard County are
leaders when it comes to creating healthy communities.
Plan to attend the Fair and learn more about ways to enhance
your overall health and safety. There will be opportunities to
speak with a variety of health providers, many of whom have offices in the community. Attendees may take advantage of digital
fingerprinting and receive comprehensive child or senior ID kits
offered by Win Kelly Automotive, bone density screenings given by
Advanced Radiology, blood pressure readings and BMI determinations courtesy of Kaiser Permanente, vehicle safety information
from Antwerpen Toyota, and much, much more! Not to mention,
the variety of family-friendly activities, giveaways, and entertainment that will add to the festive atmosphere.
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday
9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m.–Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.
Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org
Covenant Advisor:
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org
Facility Coordinator:
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org
Communications & Events Coordinator:
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Administrative Assistant:
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

RIVER HILL BOARD
Dave Clark................................................................ daveclark@comcast.net
Michael Cornell, Chair............................................................. 301-742-2761
John Herron..................................................................... jhh729@gmail.com
Will McCullough.......................................................................410-292-2985
Esti Schabelman, Vice Chair .............................estischabelman@gmail.com
Richard Thomas ..................................................richthomas.rh@verizon.net
Liyan Zhang ............................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Michael Dai (Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Chao Wu, superbwu@gmail.com

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com
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Board Highlights . . .
There was no Board of Directors meeting in August.

Upcoming Meetings:
September 21
•
•
•
•

FY15 990
FY16 1st Quarter Financial Statements
Board Work Session: New Town Zoning
Other items TBD

October 5
• CA Board Representatives
• Kimco Realty: Signage Improvements for the Village Center
• Other items TBD

Board Meeting Schedule
All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River
Hill Village Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall
on the Friday prior to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident Speak-Out during each
board meeting. If you have written material you
would like the Board to review, please drop it by the
village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All
approved minutes are available for review at the village office. For additional information, please contact
the village office.

NEXT BOARD MEETINGS:
September 21 at 7 p.m. Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board Meeting Agendas & Minutes.

New Headquarters for CA
Columbia Association’s (CA)
headquarters has moved to a
new location offering easy access
for Columbia residents – close to
the intersection of Broken Land Parkway and Stevens Forest Road
(near the Howard County Emissions Station). The new address is
6310 Hillside Court, Suite 100, Columbia, 21046. Customer and
Member Service Center hours of operation are the same: MondayFriday: 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Saturday: 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sunday: Closed.
For additional information or if you have questions, call 410730-1801 or visit Columbia Association’s website at ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Important Message: Curbside
Collection of Yard Trim
Changes
Effective Monday, September 14, 2015, Howard County’s Department of Public Works will no longer be able to collect yard trim
in plastic bags in your neighborhood. As many of you may know
plastic bags foul machinery, while small plastic fragments become
air- and water-borne litter and they reduce the quality of mulch
and compost products. Because of these and other market place
factors, our contracted processors will no longer accept yard trim
material in regular plastic bags.
Residents should use paper bags or reusable containers for

their yard trim, and brush may be bundled with string or twine.
The transition to plastic bag free collection will be effective in the
River Hill neighborhood on Monday, September 14, 2015. Yard
trim, brush, branches etc. set out for collection at the curb in
plastic bags will not be collected on or after that date. As always,
the green recycling containers may be used for yard trim.
In an effort to make this transition easier, the county will provide you with 10 paper yard trim bags, which should arrive on
your doorstep around September 1. Paper bags decompose naturally along with the yard trim, do not require debagging or screening at the processing facility and hold the same amount as plastic
bags. Should you wish to keep using paper yard trim bags, many
local retail stores sell similar bags.
Residents are also encouraged to practice grasscycling and
composting. After you mow, simply leave grass clippings on your
lawn to return nutrients to the soil and improve lawn quality.
Backyard composting of leaves, grass clippings and vegetable/
fruit scraps will provide you with a wonderful soil amendment that
you can use throughout your yard and gardens. Compost bins
are available to residents and can be picked up at 6751 Columbia
Gateway Drive, Suite 514 in Columbia or the Alpha Ridge Landfill at 2350 Marriottsville Road in Marriottsville. Just remember,
in River Hill you must submit an application form and receive Architectural Committee approval prior to installing a compost bin.
More information about both composting and grasscycling can be
found at www.co.ho.md.us/departments.aspx?ID=815, including information about the demonstrations provided by the County
Master Gardeners.
If you have any questions, comments and/or for more information regarding this change, please visit www.howardcountymd.

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com
Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

Nouvel Nail Spa
443-535-8866

Subway
410-531-7982

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Everett Jewelers
410-531-7990

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

Tower Federal Credit Union
301-497-7000

Giant Food
410-531-7831

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

River Hill Sports
Grille
410-531-7900

The UPS Store
410-531-9861

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052
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Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860

gov/YardTrim.htm or contact the Bureau of Environmental Services at 410-313-6444.

Explore Columbia’s Natural
Settings
A series of outdoor walks hosted by Columbia Association
(CA) will explore the lakes, streams, woodlands and wildlife of Columbia.
“Exploring Columbia on Foot” will be led by award-winning
environmental author Ned Tillman, who will guide discussions
on the nature, history and future of these wonderful outdoor settings, including the plans for them and challenges they may face
in the near future. The walks will be held on Thursdays in September and October, with a sixth date possible in November in case a
walk is postponed due to weather. All walks will begin at 10 a.m.
Registration is not required but is encouraged by emailing Open.
Space@ColumbiaAssociation.org or calling CA’s Open Space Management Division at 410-312-6330.
The schedule of walks and meeting locations includes:
• Sept. 10: Jackson Pond — nature connectivity and why we have
so much wildlife. Meet at Phelps Luck Neighborhood Center,
5355 Phelps Luck Drive.
• Sept. 24: Lake Kittamaqundi — enhancing human connectivity
as Columbia grows. Meet by the People Tree down at the Lakefront Plaza, 10221 Wincopin Circle.
• Oct. 15, Middle Patuxent Watershed — explore the streams and
woodlands of River Hill. Meet at River Hill Pool, 6330 Trotter
Road.
Oct. 29, Wilde Lake — urban ecology around our oldest village.
Meet at the boathouse off Hyla Brook Road.
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Scammers Who Hide in Plain
Sight
Do you trust people more if they’re like you, or a part of your
community? Scammers bet that you do. Every day, they take advantage of the trust you have in people with whom you identify. It’s
called “affinity fraud” — when someone in a group uses their membership in that group to scam another member.
Affinity fraud often happens to members of religious, ethnic,
or school groups. Are you willing to hear more about a “deal” if a
member of your church asks you to? Or take advice from someone
who speaks your same language?
Affinity fraud is especially difficult if the victims don’t have the
knowledge or language ability to get help. Some tend to avoid reporting fraud to law enforcement or feel pressure to resolve community problems internally.
So, what should you do when someone you know tells you
about a “great” deal?
• Take your time and check it out. Don’t agree to any deal that
requires you to act now, and no matter who makes the offer,
do your homework. Look up the company online and search for
consumer complaints. Think about whether this deal is good
for you.
• Don’t buy the hype. If you are promised guaranteed results (e.g.
the promise of legal immigration status) or told that an investment is “risk-free,” the deal is probably a scam.
• Get it in writing. Don’t’ part with your money, until you have a
written agreement, have read all of the terms, and are sure everything you were told is included.

• Report it. The Howard County Office of Consumer Affairs (OCA)
can help you separate fact from fiction, and in some cases can
help you recovery money you’ve lost. Call OCA at: 410-313-6420
(voice/relay) or e-mail the office at: consumer@howardcountymd.gov.

Access Your Water and Sewer
Account Virtually
Howard County Government has launched, HowardCountyUtilli, which connects county water and sewer customers with their
accounts virtually. The app provides users secure access, 24/7, to
water and sewer account information, as well as the option to pay
bills online without incurring a convenience fee. The app can be
downloaded for free from the Apple Store, Google Play and the Windows Phone Store. An online version of the customer portal can be
found at https://utilli.howardcountymd.gov.

SplashDown Update
The flumes at SplashDown are being replaced and will not be
opening this year. While the flumes are being replaced, Columbia
Swim Center will offer the enjoyable Wibit inflatable water play
obstacle courses, which are great for birthday parties and other
events. It is anticipated that the flumes will reopen in fall 2016. For
more information on Columbia Association aquatics, please go to
ColumbiaPools.org.

Estate Planning:
What you need to know.

Estate Planning Attorneys are hosting
free one-hour seminars at the River Hill
Village Center.
NEXT SEMINAR: Wednesday, Sept. 30, 6pm
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle, Clarksville
To register call 410.828.0400. Space limited.

Amy Lazas, Of Counsel (River Hill Resident)
Wilson P. McManus, P.A.
Offices in Columbia and Lutherville

www.estateplanmaryland.com
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Council Corner:

The Columbia Association by the Numbers, Part 1
The village and CA are quiet and people are on vacation. After I
came back from my vacation in late July, I found that the uneven
sidewalks in front of my house were fixed. That is really nice. And
I received a large handbook and a bill from the Columbia Association (CA), as many of our residents did. Yes, CA is collecting money
from us in the name of “Annual Charge.” In this issue, I would like
to share some general information with you.
Columbia Association’s Board of Directors (CABOD) will hold
a pre-budget public input forum on Thursday, Sept. 3, beginning
at 7:30 p.m. at Slayton House, 10400 Cross Fox Lane in the Wilde
Lake Village Center. The forum will be hosted by the Board’s Planning and Strategy Committee and is open to the public.

Representatives of CA’s BOD will join our River Hill Board of
Director’s meeting on Oct. 5 in order to reach out to our residents.
Please come and share your thoughts.
1. CA Responsibility
Some people in our neighborhood are confused about what CA
does versus what the county does. On the CA website, we can view
Table 1, below, and find CA actually is doing many things for our
residents. CA contributes to funding for River Hill Community Association staff and the operations of Claret Hall, River Hill’s community center, and the Meeting Room too. Table 1 is extracted
from CA website www.columbiaassociation.com/about-us/whohandles-what.

Table 1: Responsibilities
River Hill Community Association

Columbia Association

Enforcing covenants

Maintaining fitness facilities, golf clubs, tennis and basketball Schools and library
courts and swimming pools
management

Advocating for residents at the village, Columbia
and county level

Operating the Columbia Ice Rink, Columbia Horse Center
(via lease), Columbia SportsPark/SkatePark

Water and sewer
management

Facilitating information sessions and community meetings

Operating the Columbia Art Center, Youth and Teen Center
at the The Barn, Columbia Archives and Volunteer Center
Serving Howard County

Road maintenance
and snow removal

Hosting individual village events and partnering with
all villages for Columbia-wide

Providing Before and After School Care to Howard County
students

Waste and recycling
collection

Creating village master plans

Developing plans to protect and restore Columbia’s
watershed

County parks and
recreation facilities

Communicating to residents via newsletters, websites
and social media

Organizing free summer concerts and films at the
Downtown Columbia Lakefront

Watershed management/
restoration

Providing resources and referral services for residents

Providing summer camps

Inspections, licenses
and permits

Fostering partnerships between villages, Columbia Association,
Howard County, local businesses, and non-profits

Maintaining approximately 3,600 acres of open space

Planning and zoning
management

Managing, maintaining and renting out CA’s village buildings
and neighborhood centers

Developing plans to improve the connectivity of the
pathway system in Columbia

Historic preservation

Offering programming, including classes, camps and lectures
Encouraging neighbor-to-neighbor connectivity via block
parties, beautification grants and block captains
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Howard County

Police, fire and rescue
services

Chart 1:
FY 2015 CA Income
by Percentage

2. CA Income and Expenditures
Let’s look at CA’s income and spending.
These numbers are important as a reference
since CA’s board of directors is working on a
new two-year budget (2017-2018). In FY2015,
CA’s revenue totaled $70.576 M. CA’s Sport
and Fitness programs, which includes the income from Package Plan memberships and
fees for fitness classes, generated the greatest
amount of income ($28.103M). The data in
the charts at right were extracted from “CA at
a Glance, Columbia Association Annual Report 2015.”

32.91%
Residential
Annual
Charge

17.72%
Commercial
Annual
Charge

.72% Interest
2.44% Borrowings
6.39% Community Services

Chart 2:
FY 2015 CA
Expenditures
by Percentage
3. Large CA Vendor Expenditures in FY
2015 (quarter ended on April 30, 2015)
CA’s Annual Report itemizes all vendor spending greater than $25,000. In order
for you to have a sense of CA’s large expenditures, I have listed those greater than
$300,000 below:

18.32%
Open Space
& Facilities

.91% Contingencies
1.46% Board of Directors
2.4% Debt Repayment
3.18% Admin Services

Table 2:
CA Vendor Expenses Greater than $300K
Vendor

Paid

Description

Autlex Electric

354,971

Electrical work-various facilities

BGE

1,388,306

Utility

Brinton Building Services, Inc.

1,112,752

Construction services multiple locations

Crawford Advisors, LLC

2,907,225

Benefit advisors

DLA Piper US LLP

312,379

Legal services

Fidelity Engineering Corp

344,749

HVAC maintenance and repair Ssrvices

Fidelity Investments

2,604,275

Employer/employee 401kpension service fees

JP Morgan Chase Bank NA

1,416,928

Procurement card payments

Marsh USA, Inc.

628,544

Insurance broker and insurance Premiums

Paetec

306,632

Telephone and Internet services

Redhead Companies, Inc.

376,937

Creative advertising services

Scott-Long Construction, Inc.

4,690,871

Hobbits Glen Golf Club construction services

Shapiro &Duncan, Inc.

399,208

HVAC repair and maintenance

The Baltimore Sun

338,895

Advertising and recruiting

Two Center East Business Trust

624,158

Rent-headquarters building

Whiting-Turner Contracting

4,134,136

Haven on the Lake construction services
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39.82%
Sport & Fitness

17.18%
Capital
Expenditures

7.34%
Village
Community

39.84%
Sport & Fitness

9.36%
Community
Services

I am concerned about keeping CA’s expenditures
reasonable and that new programs and facilities provide a good return on investment. Although the Annual Charge and membership fees increase yearly, even
when there is no new construction project underway
the costs of maintaining and running the facilities also
rise annually. As more facilities are built, even more
money is required to operate and maintain them. The
CABOD has to make difficult decisions during the budget process and cannot fund all budget requests.
Thanks for reading this. Hopefully the data are informative. Let me know what you think and where
you’d like CA to focus its efforts in FY17/18 and beyond.
Chao Wu, Ph.D.
River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
Email: superbwu@gmail.com | Tel: 240-481-9637
Disclaimer: This letter only represents Dr. Chao Wu’s
personal opinion. It does not represent River Hill Board
of Directors nor Columbia Association’s Board.

Western Europe Culture Fest
Columbia Association (CA) is seeking Western European musicians, bands, exhibitors, performers and food vendors for the upcoming “Western Europe Culture Fest” hosted this October by CA
and the Howard County Library System. This free family event will
be held Sunday, Oct. 4, from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. at Howard County Library System’s Miller Branch, 9421 Frederick Road in Ellicott City.
Representatives from all of the countries that make up Western Europe are needed to participate. The highlighted countries
include: Andorra, Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France,
Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, the Netherlands/Holland, Norway, Portugal,
San Marino, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
Exhibitors may not sell items or services unless they are food
vendors selling food. There will be no payment for performances.
Interested parties should contact Laura Smit, program manager
for CA’s International Exchange and Multicultural Programs, by
calling 410-715-3162 or sending an email to International@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Resident Raises Funds for
Puppy Rescue Mission
She’s saving lives, one book at a time. Nineteen-year River
Hill resident, author, and animal lover Marla Stahl has a unique
way of assisting with animal rescue: In addition to adopting rescue dogs of her own, she donates a portion of her proceeds from
her children’s book, Can Sugar Come Out to Play, to various ani-

mal rescue organizations. Each month
she features a different group, and donates $2 for every book sold on-line
during the month to that group. She
also attends local events to support
local rescue organizations, and donates
a portion of the proceeds from that day
to the group she is supporting. Ms.
Stahl has supported animal rescue and
animal welfare organizations here in Marla Stahl at “Music
Maryland, as well as in West Virginia, for Mutts,” a fundraiser
Pennsylvania, and Puerto Rico.
supporting the Adopt a
In September, her featured on-line Homeless Animal Rescue/
organization will be the Puppy Rescue Maryland Friends of Animals.
Mission, which brings dogs back to the
States from military bases in Iraq, Afghanistan, and other foreign
countries where US soldiers are deployed. These dogs and puppies, once strays, are “adopted” on base by the troops while overseas, bringing much love and normalcy to the troops, while at the
same time providing a safe haven for the dogs. Amazing bonds are
forged, but when the troops return home, these much-loved fourlegged friends get left behind. The Puppy Rescue Mission works
to bring home these wonderful dogs and unites them with “their”
special soldiers. The joy that ensues is so heartwarming, for both
the dogs and for their adopted “moms and dads”!
Also in September, Ms. Stahl will have a table at the Animal
Advocates of Howard County’s annual event, Walk for Paws, on
September 20 at Lake Elkhorn. Come on out to say hello and have
a copy of her book autographed and “paw-tographed”!
You can preview (and order) Ms. Stahl’s book at www.woofbooks.com.

For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

B est Treatments Available
R easonable Fees
A fternoon & Evening Appointments
C onsultations are Free
E xcellent Results
S uper Smiles
The River Hill Village Center
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)
Offering the Best Treatments, including

Free Initial Consultation

410-381-1077
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2015 Fall Festival:
British Invasion
The Columbia Festival of the Arts is pleased to announce its
2015 Fall Festival, featuring a diverse array of arts events centered around the Fall Festival’s theme: British Invasion.
The British Invasion Festival will be presented October 2nd
through 4th, during which time twelve events will be offered in
multiple venues throughout Columbia. Over the three days, audiences will see opera, theatre, chamber concerts, and literary
events, and afternoon tea can be enjoyed each day. A blend of artists and stories with British ties, British Invasion presentations
include Charles Dickens’ great-great-grandson performing Great
Expectations and Hub Opera Ensemble’s The Turn of the Screw,
a fully produced opera based on the tale by Henry James.

On Saturday October 3 the Columbia Orchestra will join
Classic Albums Live to present Sgt. Peppers Lonely Hearts Club
Band, a performance of the iconic Beatles album in its entirety,
followed by a late night showing of Too Much Light Makes the
Baby Go Blind by acclaimed experimental theatre ensemble The
Neo-Futurists.
As you may know, this is a transitional year for Columbia
Festival of the Arts as they move to presenting four weekend festivals a year – one in each season – and British Invasion kicks off
the first full year of seasonal festivals. For tickets and more information call 410-715-3056 or visit www.columbiafestival.org.
Won’t you join them?

County Executive Hosts Town
Hall Meeting
Howard County Executive Allan H. Kittleman will host his next
Town Hall meeting on Thursday, September 10 from 7:00 to 8:30
p.m.at Linden-Linthicum United Methodist Church, 12101 Linden Linthicum Lane in Clarksville. The meeting will provide residents an opportunity to discuss various topics in an open forum
with the County Executive. Residents interested in speaking may
begin signing up that evening at 6:30 p.m.
For questions and/or more information, please contact the Office of Public Information at 410-313-2022.

Claret Hall is
Looking for a Few
New Classes!
Are you an instructor looking for a space?

Claret Hall now has rooms available
during daytime and evening hours.
Special Discounted Instructor
Rates Available!
Call us today for additional
information or availability.

410-531-1749 or email
facilities@villageofriverhill.org
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If You See Something, Say
Something Campaign
“If You See Something, Say Something,” is a campaign to raise
public awareness of indicators of terrorism and violent crimes,
and to emphasize the importance of reporting suspicious activity to the proper state and local law enforcement authorities. If
you notice suspicious activity, please call 911. You can also report
the activity to the Maryland Coordination and Analysis Center at
1-800-492 TIPS (8477) or via email to MDWATCH@leo.gov.

Home Security Surveys for
Burglary & Theft Prevention
A home security survey from Howard County police can provide you, your family and your valuables with an appropriate level
of protection to reduce the odds of burglary and theft. The survey
is simple, free and can be scheduled at your convenience. Officers
perform a detailed security analysis of your home and provide you
with a list of recommendations. An integral part of the survey is
an assessment of your personal safety habits while in the home or
in your yard. To take advantage of this free service, call 410-3134795 and leave a message. For more information, call 410-3133758.
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Teen Idol Competition To Begin
The road to crowning this year’s Teen Idol begins this September, when Columbia Association (CA) will host four auditions for
its 13th annual Hear My Voice Columbia Teen Idol Competition.
The audition dates are:
• Wednesday, Sept. 16, at 7 p.m. at the Youth and Teen Center
at The Barn, 5853 Robert Oliver Place in the Oakland Mills Village Center.
• Monday, Sept. 21, at 7 p.m. at School of Rock, 6935 Oakland
Mills Road (near Snowden River Parkway), Suite N.
• Thursday, Sept. 24, at 7 p.m. at Lord & Taylor in The Mall in Columbia, 10300 Little Patuxent Parkway.
• Tuesday, Sept. 29, at 7 p.m. at the Youth and Teen Center at
The Barn, 5853 Robert Oliver Place in the Oakland Mills Village Center.
The singing competition is open to Howard County performers
from sixth grade through 12th grade. No music is necessary for
the auditions. Explicit lyrics are not allowed. Registration for auditions is not required but is preferred via ColumbiaTeenIdol.EventBrite.com or by calling 410-992-3726.
The top auditions will then move on to the semifinals on Thursday, Oct. 1, at 7 p.m. at Slayton House, 10400 Cross Fox Lane in
the Wilde Lake Village Center. The best of the best will then advance to a performance on Sunday, Oct. 11 at 3 p.m. at the Downtown Columbia Lakefront.
The Teen Idol winner will receive a $300 cash prize and a $50
gift card from Lord & Taylor. Second place will receive a $100 cash
prize and third place will receive $50. The People’s Choice Award
winner will receive a $50 gift card from Lord & Taylor. All Teen Idol
finalists must agree to participate in the Hear My Voice community service project organized by CA’s Youth and Teen Center at The
Barn. Contestants and audience members are invited to use the
hashtag #ColumbiaTeenIdol throughout the competition.
Columbia Teen Idol is sponsored by Lord & Taylor and CA’s
Middle School and Teen advisory committees.
CA’s Youth and Teen Center at The Barn is a fun, safe way
for teens and pre-teens to socialize and participate in recreational and educational programs. Columbia and Howard
County kids ages 9 to 18 are welcomed year round with afterschool, summertime and some weekend activities and programs
that are designed to promote self-esteem and to develop life
skills. For more information, go to ColumbiaAssociation.org/ytc,
call 410-992-3726 or email CATeens@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Columbia BikeAbout Coming
Soon
Columbia Association’s (CA) annual BikeAbout will be held
Saturday, Sept. 26, with riders setting off from the Downtown Columbia Lakefront. The free, fun and informative tour presents Columbia’s history and showcases the connectivity of its pathway
system.
Pre-registration is not required but is encouraged via BikeAbout.Eventbrite.com. Columbia BikeAbout will begin at 9:30
a.m. with riders able to start up until 10 a.m. They are expected to
complete the ride by 1 p.m.
This year’s route is 12 miles — with the option of adding onto
that with a 1.5-mile spin around Lake Kittamaqundi. The course
will wind through Town Center, Oakland Mills and Long Reach
with interpretive stops that include a 19th century gravesite, a
currently struggling village center with an exciting future, and
sites of environmental interest that contrast the work done in the
early days of Columbia with ideas for protecting the watershed
today.
To accommodate families with young children, a 1.5-mile ride
is available around Lake Kittamaqundi on the recently completed
pathway loop, offering an opportunity to learn about two elements
of Columbia Town Center — the built environment and the enhanced natural landscape.
An important aspect of Columbia’s design was preservation of
the land. The topography, stream beds and heavily wooded areas
were preserved as much as possible. Lakes were created and
pathways built to make the natural environment accessible. Columbia BikeAbout is an easy way to explore the extensive 94-mile
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pathway system, which
contributes to the high
quality of life that defines Columbia.
Columbia Association also is seeking volunteers who will assist
with traffic control and
directions along the
route. Flexible shifts are
available between the
hours of 8:30 a.m. and 2
p.m. CA welcomes parents who wish to volunteer with their kids. Training and a free
T-shirt will be provided. For more information, email Columbia.
Archives@ColumbiaAssociation.org or call 410-715-6781.
Columbia BikeAbout is brought to you by Columbia Association’s (CA) Columbia Archives and Open Space Management.
Columbia Archives, which collects and preserves the history of
Columbia, is located in CA Headquarters at 6310 Hillside Court,
off Stevens Forest Road. It is scheduled to reopen on Sept. 1 with
hours on Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The collection covers the planning and development of Columbia as well as
the extensive James Rouse Collection, which chronicles Rouse’s
long career that influenced urban and suburban development
in the United States and around the world. It is rich with correspondence, speeches, photographs and memorabilia. The public is welcome to visit and spend time researching to get a deeper
understanding of the history of Columbia. Appointments are encouraged.

Pool Party Fun was Had by All!
Families came out to enjoy the
beautiful weather and an evening
of music, games and ice cream at
the annual River Hill Pool Party! DJ
Brooks kept the kids entertained
with hula hoop contests and games
while the adults relaxed by the pool.
Residents donated non-perishable
food items in exchange for free tickets to the event, which resulted in
a donation to the Howard County
Food Bank of eight large boxes of
food for needy citizens. Thanks to all
who made the event such a success!
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School News
Fall Classes in River Hill:
Adult Ballroom Dancing (Claret Hall)
M
ongoing
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Email sam@studiodans.com to register.

Flow Yoga: All Levels (Claret Hall)
W
ongoing
9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Email KerriCooke26@gmail.com to register.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
Th
ongoing
10 – 10:45 a.m. Ages 0 – 5
Now registering for fall classes. For information call 301-7580304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

Nurtured Life Yoga (Meeting Room)
Sat through Oct 31
7:30 – 8:30 a.m.
Email thenurturedlife@icloud.com.

The Princeton Review (Claret Hall)
Ongoing.
For information call 800-273-8439 or visit
www.Princeton Review.com.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th
ongoing
7:30 – 8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Zumba (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th
ongoing
9:30 – 10:30 a.m. and 6 – 7 p.m.
Visit www.maria72.zumba.com or email welcome@msmaria.dk
to register.

Lawn Mower List
Josh Clemons

Garden Walk		410-531-7595

Nikolas DeSousa

Gentle Light Lane 410-279-9505

Alex Potocko
Wild Orange Gate 410-782-1138		
						
As of 06/10/2015. To add your name to this frequently requested list, please email your name, address, and phone number to riverhill@villageofriverhill.org or call 410-531-1749.
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HCPSS Bus Drivers and
Attendants Trained in CPR
This summer more than 700 HCPSS bus drivers and attendants received CPR training as part of their annual safety training. “Every year, we strive to better equip our Howard County
school bus drivers and attendants with the safety knowledge they
need to perform their jobs to the best of their ability,” said David
Ramsay, director of the HCPSS Transportation Office. “This year’s
CPR training furthers our bus staff members’ ability to act in
emergency situations and to protect our students.”
The Transportation Office’s annual safety training rotates topics, including special education compliance, basic first aid, hands
on practice with safety equipment, driving skills courses and behavior management.
This is the first time HCPSS bus drivers and attendants have
received CPR training through the school system in more than
25 years. All school system bus staff members received the CPR
training from Howard County Department of Fire and Rescue Services (HCDFRS).
HCDFRS regularly partners with HCPSS by training school
system teachers and staff members throughout the year. CPR also
is taught to every 6th and 9th grader in health class.

School News
Developmental Screening For
Children In Preschool And
Child Care
Beginning in July 2016, a new state regulation will require all
licensed early care and education programs (centers and family
providers) to conduct developmental screenings on a semi-annu-

al or annual basis on all children (ages birth to 5 years of age) enrolled in their program. Some programs may start as early as this
year.
All directors, teachers, and registered family care providers will
receive in-depth training about the importance of developmental
screening, how to administer the approved screening tools and resources available for parents. If you have additional questions or
concerns about a screening that your child may have, call the Office of Children’s Services Technical Assistant, Joan Johnson at
410-313-1432 (voice/relay.)

2015 HCPSS Community
5k & Fun Run
Mark your calendar for Sunday, October 11 when the Howard
County Public School System presents Let’s Go HoCo - HCPSS
Community 5K & 1 Mile Fun Run! This event will bring together
HCPSS students, families, and staff, as well as all members of our
community, to celebrate a Healthy Howard County. The HCPSS
5K & 1 Mile Fun Run will start and finish at the Sheraton Hotel
in downtown Columbia, 10207 Wincopin Circle. This year’s event
promises to be another great day to celebrate wellness with family
and friends. Visit http://hcpss5k.com for more information and
to register.
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Architectural News
RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION
Deadline (Friday)

Meeting Date

August 28, 2015

September 16, 2015

September 11, 2015

October 7, 2015

September 25, 2015

October 21, 2015

October 9, 2015

November 4, 2015

October 23, 2015

November 18, 2015

November 6, 2015

December 2, 2015

November 20, 2015

December 16, 2015

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

Fridays by 12 Noon

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m.
Applications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign-in.
Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental documentation, application amendments, or additional information
that the RAC has requested.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agendas are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agendas are published in The Villager when the publication schedule
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision.
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

Exterior Alteration Applications
Upcoming Meeting: September 16, 2015
6502 Barley Corn Row

Tree Removals

AC Decisions
September 2, 2015
Pending
5801 White Pebble Path
6400 Reedy Song Knoll
7025 Best Times Path
6013 Pure Sky Place
6308 Victorious Song Lane
6400 Reedy Song Knoll
6464 Sundown Trail
6439 Western Star Run

Play Equipment
Trash Enclosures
Basketball Half Court
Shed
Tree Additions
Enclosure
Tree Removals
Deck

18 • The River Hill Villager • September 2015

August 19, 2015
Pending
6504 Great Drum Circle
12187 Linden Linthicum Lane
		
		
5917 Gentle Call
5804 Laurel Leaves Lane
6313 Gentle Light Lane
7098 Garden Walk

Patio, Retaining Walls
Landscaping, Lighting, 		
Patio, Tree Removals, 		
Walkway, Water Feature
Rain barrels
Deck, Porch: Screened
Fence
Tree Removals

Approved
5809 Wild Orange Gate
6462 Empty Song Road
		
6478 South Wind Circle
12161 Flowing Water Trail

Tree Addition, Tree Removals
Landscaping, Patio,
Retaining Walls
Tree Removals
Deck, Stairs, Front Porch

Approved with Condition(s)
6625 Towering Oak Path
		
6105 Trackless Sea Court
6417 Quiet Night Ride
6221 Waving Willow Path
6433 Grateful Heart Gate

Driveway, Landscape, Step(s),
Walkway
Basketball Backboard & Pole
Deck, Stairs
Tree Removals
Tree Removal

Architectural News
6646 Autumn Wind Circle
7148 Morning Light Trail

July 15, 2015
Approved
5716 Whistling Winds Walk
6324 Velvet Path
		
6449 Sundown Trail
6414 Few Star Court
		

Window Addition
Grading, Landscaping Rock,
Retaining Walls
Deck
Landscaping, Retaining Walls,
Walkway

Approved with Condition(s)
6016 Pure Sky Place
6608 Forest Shade Trail

Shed
Patio,Tree Removals

“Like” River Hill
Community Association
on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/
RiverHillCommunity
Association

Step(s), Walkway
Garage Addition

Fast Track Applications
Approved
6304 Velvet Path
6420 Western Star Run
6068 Countless Stars Run
6608 Towering Oak Path

Deck Material Change
Tree Removal
Tree Removal
Exterior Lighting

Approved with Condition
5809 Laurel Leaves Lane
6433 Grateful Heart Gate

Tree Removal, Tree Addition
Tree Removal

Appeal Hearing(s)
None

Babysitter List
NAME

ADDRESS		 PHONE NO.

Alyssa Berman

Towering Oak Path

Jennifer Bleakney

Waving Tree Court

Grace Briggs
Empty Song Road
(CPR/Red Cross Lifeguard)

410-531-5391
410-531-0382 (h)
443-472-0080 (c)

Guiliana Del Buono Distant Thunder Trail

410-707-3430 (c)

Kyla Clark

301-332-0370

Great Star Drive

Molly Farrell

Tall Timber Drive

443-995-7330

Abii Gannon

White Marble Court

240-383-6527

Natalie Greenlee

Indian Summer Drive

240-620-6053

Catalina Lennon
Autumn Wind Circle
(CPR/First Aid)		

443-535-9719 (h)
443-996-0762 (c)

Alison Orlosky
(CPR/First Aid)

410-531-3934

Autumn Wind Circle

Kalala Pines		
(CPR/First Aid)

410-531-9072

Hannah Rosen

410-531-5275

South Wind Circle

Karenna Sarney
Quiet Night Ride
(Karenna.sarney@gmail.com)

410-531-2492(h)
410-294-4856 (c)

Allison Siil
(CPR/First Aid)

Western Star Run

410-531-5624

Caroline Siil
(CPR/First Aid)

Western Star Run

410-531-5624

Liana Toy

Grateful Heart Gate

443-718-8720

Sarah Winchell
River Run
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410-531-0874

410-531-0135 (h)
443-745-7571 (c)

Watershed Tip of the Month

Free Fall Advice, and
Native Plants
Wanted: Good homes for free plants.
The River Hill Watershed Committee has plants for you to win.
All are native to Maryland and, therefore, will be more resistant to
drought, freezing and diseases, and, once established, require less
water and other maintenance than non-natives.
What’s the catch? Just come to one of our many free events or
be among the first five people to answer one of our tip questions in
the newsletter — and on Facebook — each month.
Fall is the best time to plant, so please look for us at these
events in September:
• River Hill Health Fair at Claret Hall, Saturday, Sept. 12, 11 a.m.
We’ll have a booth with rain barrels and our popular wheel of
questions and water table for children of all ages.
• Rain barrel demo at Claret Hall, Wednesday Sept. 30, 7 – 9 p.m.
Learn how valuable a rain barrel can be for your home. We’ll
talk you through the approval process and show you how to install and use.
For many, fall is also a time of raking and fertilizing, mowing
and mulching, which can all have harmful effects on our waterways if not done correctly. Some tips before you start:
• Test your lawn before applying fertilizer, follow application directions, and don’t apply the nutrients before a rainstorm. Excess fertilizer runs off the yard, into the street, down the storm
drain and into our waterways. You will have wasted money and
contributed to the excessive growth of algae in our ponds, lakes,
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rivers and the Chesapeake Bay. Under normal conditions, algae
produce oxygen and are a vital part of the food chain. But when
fertilizer intended for our yards runs off into waterways, these
microscopic plant-like organisms, also called phytoplankton,
multiply too quickly. As they die, they sink to the bottom and
decay, consuming the dissolved oxygen in the water that sustains fish and other animals and plants. Some algae produce
toxins that can be harmful to us and our pets.
• When mowing the lawn, leave the grass clippings in place.
These clippings add nitrogen to the soil and greatly reduce or
eliminate the amount of synthetic nitrogen you need to add
(which runs off your yard, into the storm drain and into our
ponds, lakes, rivers and eventually the Chesapeake Bay). NASA
researcher Cristina Milesi, who studied how much of the United
States is covered by lawn (a lot: three times the acreage of irrigated corn), estimates that if people leave grass clippings to decompose on the lawn, the U.S. lawn area could store up to 16.7
teragrams of carbon each year (the same as the weight of about
147,000 blue whales). Plus, you will save time and money. So,
let your grass grow to about 4 inches, then cut one-third, down
to 3 inches, and leave the clippings in place.
• Step away from that noisy and polluting leaf blower. Instead,
use the lawnmower to grind the leaves in place. To avoid smothering the lawn, rake some leaves into garden beds to use as
mulch during the winter.
• Place excess leaves into the green food-scrap recycling bin, another open bin or large paper bags and place them at the curb,
where they can be hauled off and turned into compost. NOTE:
Don’t put leaves in a plastic bag. Starting Sept. 14, Howard
County will no longer accept leaves or other yard trim in plas-

tic bags. Leaves sealed hermetically in plastic can’t break down
to become soil, so they must be removed from the bags. In the
process, the plastic can ruin some of the mulch or compost and
wind can blow small pieces of plastic into the air and water.
This plastic never goes away. In contrast, paper bags decompose with the yard trim. To help with the transition, the county
will be delivering to residents’ doorsteps 10 paper lawn-andgarden bags.
• Get rid of the mulch volcano. When applying mulch, don’t let
it touch the trunks of trees or stems of other plants. Properly
applied around the base, mulch will help control weeds, retain
moisture in soil, provide insulation for roots in extreme temperatures, and reduce the chance of damage from mowing and
weed-whacking. But piled up high, mulch weakens and softens
tree bark, allowing fungi, bacteria and viruses to attack and insects to chow down. The mulch also holds moisture next to the
bark, causing rot and suffocation. In addition, mulch volcanoes
create an ideal home for rodents that can eat through to the
inner bark, cutting off the pipeline of nutrients to the tree.
For more great watershed tips, come enjoy light snacks while
learning about how to use a rain barrel — and have a chance to
win a native plant.
Watershed question of the month:
Is it ok to put my leaves in plastic bags and put them out for
collection?
The first five people to reply on the River Hill Watershed Committee Facebook page or email to newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
will win a native plant.
NASA study source: http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/Features/
Lawn/lawn.php.
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AROUND TOWN
Walk to End Alzheimer’s

Kids Nearly New Sale

Sat., Sept. 26 at 9 a.m. at Centennial Park, 10000 Route 108, Ellicott City. Howard County Walk to End Alzheimer’s. Raise awareness and funds for Alzheimer’s care, support and research. For
more information visit alz.org/walk, call 800-272-3900, or contact
Kristina Beese at kbeese@alz.org.

Sat. and Sun., Sept.19 and 20, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at Howard County
Fairgrounds Exhibition Building, 2210 Fairgrounds Road, West
Friendship. Kids Nearly New Fall Sale will have a large indoor selection of kids’ stuff. Free admission. For more information, send
an email to kidnearlynewsale@aol.com.

The Other Talk

Job Fair

Tues., Sept. 15, 6-7 p.m. at The Hawthorn Center, 6175 Sunny
Spring, Columbia. The Howard County Office on Aging will present “The Other Talk”. This is a conversation often dreaded, but
it’s important. During The Other Talk, you make sure your family knows your health and end-of-life concerns and wishes before
the time comes. Free. Contact info@hickoryridgevillage.org or call
410-730-7327 with questions or to register.

Tues., Sept. 22, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Savage Volunteer Fire Station Community Room, 8521 Corridor Road, Savage. The Howard County Maryland Branch NAACP will hold its 2nd Annual
Job Fair. Free and open to the public. Contact 410-533-0523 or
tryphenia1023@comcast.net for further details.

Discover Downtown Columbia 5k

Sat., Sept. 19, 1-4 p.m. at 6425 Allview Drive, Columbia. Howard
County Master Gardeners present Bay-Wise Garden Tour. You are
invited to tour a local garden in Columbia featuring many BayWise practices designed to improve the health of the Chesapeake
Bay. Visitors will enjoy a delightful landscape that creatively captures rainwater, native and deer-resistant plantings, a variety of
outdoor living spaces, retaining walls of recycled materials, rain
barrels, raised bed vegetable garden, permeable pathways, wildlife habitats, and more in an attractive and practical use of space.
Free. For more information email pharrington61@verizon.net.

Sun., Sept. 27 at 9 a.m. at The Mall in Columbia. Presented by
the Downtown Columbia Partnership and Howard County Library
System, the Discover Downtown Columbia 5k and 1-mile Fun Run
course will wind through many iconic landmarks of Downtown
Columbia highlighting its rich 48 years of history as well as the
future that is unfolding. $10 for Fun Run or $35 for 5k.Visit discoverdowntown5k.com for details or to register.
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Garden Tour

AROUND TOWN
Animal Rescue Fundraiser

Conversational English Classes

Sat., Sept. 12, 1-11 p.m. at Sonoma’s Columbia, 7284 Cradlerock
Way, Columbia. Peeps for Paws will hold a fundraiser to benefit the BARCS Animal Rescue and Care Shelter. Sonoma’s will
donate 12% of the proceeds from this event to BARCS. On-site
adoptions will be offered from 3-6 p.m. Fun for all ages with activities including moonbounce, sno-cones, silent auction, raffle
prizes, face painting, dj dance party, training demos, vendors,
and more. Reservations are recommended for parties of 4 or more.
For more information, visit www.facebook.com/pages/Peeps-forPaws/461950710641543 or call 410-381-7220.

Tuesdays beginning October 19 through June 13, 2016 at Kahler
Hall, 5440 Old Tucker Row, Columbia. English as a Second Language classes for language learning for both adults and children
(2nd grade and up). Sponsored by Harper’s Choice Community
Association and FIRN. Volunteers and students are needed. No
experience is necessary and no need to speak another language
if you wish to volunteer. For additional information, call Roslyn
Lindner at 443-276-3211 or email volunteer@firnonline.org.

Old-Fashioned Family Picnic

Sat., Sept. 12 and 19 and Oct. 3 at 3:45 p.m. at Haven on the
Lake, 10275 Little Patuxent Parkway, Columbia. Learn about
Haven on the Lake classes in these free introductory classes. Instructors will teach basic moves with a brief demonstration followed by a class. Pre-registration is required; space is limited. All
classes are 60 minutes. Call Haven on the Lake at 410-715-3020
to register. For more details, visit www.HavenontheLake.org.

Sat., Sept. 19, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. at Wilde Lake Park, Hyla Brook
Road, Columbia. The Third Annual Old-Fashioned Family Picnic sponsored by Wilde Lake Community Association will feature
musical entertainment, games, face painting, moon bounce with
slide, crafts and a watermelon eating contest. Bring a picnic basket, beverages, blankets, chairs and/or tables. For families on
the run, food will be available for purchase from a wide variety of
food trucks and vendors. The event will also be the start of a Soldiers Care Packages collection drive. Bring items to send to soldiers overseas such as non-perishable food snacks, personal care
items, batteries or puzzle books. All items will be mailed to the soldiers. Free. For details visit www.wildelake.org/events-programs/
old-fashioned-family-picnic.

Intro to Mind Body Classes

HCC Columbia Classic Grand Prix
Sat., Sept. 19, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at Marama Farm, 5610 Chamblis Drive, Clarksville. Enjoy a day of family fun and world-class
equestrian competition. Food, shopping, custom classic car show,
raffle, kids’ corral, Clyde’s beer and wine garden, and more. Proceeds benefit student scholarships through the Howard Community College Educational Foundation. Lawn tickets $10, bleachers
$15, children age 10 and under are free. For tickets and information, visit www.hccgrandprix.com or call 443-518-1970.

Photography Exhibit
Ongoing through Sat., Nov. 21 at Howard County Welcome Center, 8267 Main Street, Ellicott City. The Central Maryland Photographers Guild will have over 50 photographs taken throughout
the county which capture the Howard County Office of Tourism’s
2015 theme “Haycation.” Free. For questions, contact Stephen Talabac at www.cmpg.org.

Informational Workshop
Wed., Oct 7, 7-9 p.m. at Howard High School, 8700 Annapolis
Road, Ellicott City. The ARC of Howard County will present an informational workshop on state and local resources available for
children with disabilities. Options on how to access funds for after
school care, summer camp opportunities, post secondary educational options, childcare and respite funds, etc. will be discussed.
Free. Limited seating. Email MDDisabilityResources@gmail.com.

Baltimore Folk Art Presentation
Mon., Sept. 21, 7 p.m. at Columbia Art Center, 6100 Foreland
Garth, Columbia. Enjoy an evening with Elaine Eff who has
chronicled Baltimore’s iconic folk art—the painted screens. As the
author of “The Painted Screens of Baltimore: An Urban Folk Art
Revealed,” Elaine will discuss four decades of fascinating research
and discovery that traced painted screens back to the 1700s in
England. One way screens—you see out, no one sees in—cover
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AROUND TOWN
rowhouse windows and doors with landscape images painted directly on wire without clogging the holes, providing ventilation and
privacy. This urban folk art has been beloved by Baltimoreans
since 1913 and is celebrating a renaissance today. For more information, call 410-730-0075, email Art.Staff@ColumbiaAssociation.
org or visit www.ColumbiaArtCenter.org.

Rain Barrel Demonstration
Wed., Sept. 30, 7 p.m. at Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle,
Clarksville. Learn how valuable a rain barrel can be for your home.
The River Hill Watershed Advisory Committee will talk you through
the approval process and show you how to install and use rain
barrels. Enjoy light snacks and possibly win a free plant. Free. For
additional information, visit the River Hill Watershed Committee’s
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/WatershedCommittee.

Vehicle Identification Number Etching
Sat., Sept. 19, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at Dorsey’s Search Village Center,
4725 Dorsey Hall Road, Ellicott City. Howard County Police Department and the Maryland/DC Anti-Car Theft Committee will
sponsor vehicle identification number etching to deter auto-theft.
Engraving your car’s unique vehicle identification number on all
major pieces of glass is a highly effective deterrent, and it assists
in returning a stolen vehicle to its rightful owner. Takes just minutes. Free. Weather permitting. Contact HCPD Auto Theft Unit at
410-313-4759 or kbridgeman@howardcountymd.gov.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Ms. Sandra’s Daycare

Tutor

Opening available for infant care (6 weeks to 24 months). Loving home, smoke and pet free. License #132975. Contact Sandra
Romero – 410-531-3237 or mssandrasdaycare@gmail.com.

Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder, High Functioning Autism, Advocate; all ages (K-12); specializing in organizational skills, study skills, time management, reading/writing
process, reading skills, all with application to content material at
any level. SAT/ACT reading and English areas. Background: Special Education Coordinator for school based programs. Howard
County resident. 301-922-6827 or email InsightsED@gmail.com.

Tiki’s Playhouse Doggie Daycare
Busy doggie daycare in Glenelg is now hiring PT/FT employees.
Applicants must be dependable, have reliable transportation and
able to work some weekends. Previous experience preferred, but
not required. Call 410-489-7889.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting
“Our Passion is Your Pets”
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact:
www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Drum Set – Great for a Student!
5-Piece Pearl Export Series Shell Pack. Includes: bass drum, snare
drum, 2 mounted toms (w/bass drum mounts), floor tom (w/legs).
Metallic burgundy color. Very good condition. $250. Call Nick:
443-878-2450.
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Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand
running, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and
special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771,
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Every Sound Counts Tutoring
Special Education teacher with 24 years experience. Proficient
and effective with Multi-sensory Instruction. Orton, Wilson, Phonographix, LiPS, SPIRE, Glass Analysis and other programs used
to improve reading, spelling, comprehension and writing skills.
References Available. Contact Deborah Anderson 443-739-5327
debbie.everysoundcounts@gmail.com.

CLASSIFIEDS
Antiques and Estates Wanted!

Stained Glass Classes for Beginners

Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture. Art, Silver,
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+ yr experience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic
Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Class starts on Tuesday, September 15, 2015. 7 weeks of training
and all materials are supplied EXCEPT glass and solder. Space is
limited to 5 students. Class time is 6:30 p.m. till 9 p.m. Call 301854-0220. Shop is located on Rt. 108 in Clarksville. Class fee is
$210.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support including Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more.
Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com
or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Guitar Lessons
Private acoustic or electric guitar, ukulele, and piano lessons for
all levels – absolute beginner to advanced performer! Learn any
genres or songs you want from an upbeat, skilled, and credentialed musician with almost 10 years of teaching experience in the
Columbia/Ellicott City area. Call Eric at 443-756-5266.

Photography Instruction
Award-winning, nationally exhibited, Photographer and Visual
Artist now accepting beginning and intermediate students for creative coaching, camera operation, available light, critiquing and
more. Please contact Gary: doubledpics@aol.com. Visit brightsidepictures.com and doubledpictures50.blogspot.com for examples.

Your real estate expert in River Hill & Howard County
Shun Lu, Ph.D, Re/Max 100
410-440-7738 (C) 410-730-6100 (O)
Email:
Web:		
Office:
			

ShunLu@ReMax.net
ShunLuRealEstate.com
5575 Sterrett Place
Columbia, MD 21044

Top 1% Realtors Nationwide
A resident of Clarksville
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