Claret Hall will be closed for
renovations on Friday, September 27 and
Saturday, September 28. Claret Hall will
re-open on Monday, September 30.
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River Hill Continues to Thrive

I

n the Village of River Hill, it is the responsibility of the River Hill Community Association’s (RHCA or Association)
Board of Directors (hereinafter referred
to as RHBOD or Board) to address the
needs of the community and advocate on
behalf of residents, establish Association
policies and procedures, and oversee the
Association’s operations. In Fiscal Year
2013 (FY13), Dipper Wettstein and Todd
Harrison, served as RHBOD Chairpersons, assisted by Vice Chair Tony Miceli.
The other members of the RHBOD were
Jenny Chu, Kenny Kan, Dengfeng Liu,
and Liyan Zhang. Michael Cornell completed the second year of his third term as
the community’s Columbia Council Representative and an ex Officio RHBOD. In
September 2013 Kaede Johnson and Tiffany Kan began serving one year terms as
the Student Members on the Board. To
fulfill its purpose, the RHBOD was sup-
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River Hill Neighborhood Celebrates National Night Out on August 6.
ported by the following volunteer committees:
• Architectural Committee
• Resident Architectural Committee
• Master Plan Committee
• Teen Advisory Committee
• Watershed Committee
The Association’s network of Block
Captains continued to expand during the
year. The following RHCA staff members
worked on behalf of the community: Susan
Smith (Village Manager), Evamarie Lambright (Covenant Advisor), Donna Bruhn
(Facilities Coordinator), Tracy Boulle and
Maureen Cogan (Communications and
Events Coordinators), Eudene Rossi (Administrative Assistant) and the following

Facility Assistants: Kathy Jackson Chavers, Sharyn Eirich, Emily Hogenson, Laura
Lui, LaTonya Long, Elaine Sheridan, Teressa Spencer, and Sheila Williams.

The Year in Review:
Traffic and Safety
In FY13, the Association continued to
advocate on behalf of residents regarding
traffic and safety issues. The Association
along with the County Police Department
coordinated efforts with regard to safe

Continued on Page 5
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday
9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m.–Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

Board Highlights . . .
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org
Covenant Advisor:
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org
Facility Coordinator:
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org
Communications & Events Coordinator:
Maureen Cogan, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Administrative Assistant:
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

RIVER HILL BOARD
Melissa Bradshaw....................................................................571-243-9462
Kathy Chavers (Development & Open Space).....Kathy.Chavers@gmail.com
Jenny Chu (Special Events)....................................... jennyzchu@yahoo.com
Kenny Kan, Chairperson (Financial Matters)................ kwtkan@hotmail.com
Dengfeng Liu............................................................................. liudf@jhu.edu
Dipper Wettstein (Watershed) ............................ Dipper@BrazzelDazzle.com
Liyan Zhang, Vice Chair (Development &
Open Space)........................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Tiffany Kan (Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Michael Cornell

301-742-2761

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Maureen Cogan:
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Producation: www.realfreshcreative.com

Heard from David Elsaesser, River Hill resident, who informed
the Board of an upcoming meeting between the Director of
Planning and Zoning (DPZ) and residents on Whistling Winds
Walk to discuss the River Hill Garden Center redevelopment
plans.
David Cookson, Transportation Planner with DPZ, presented
plans for road and signage improvements along Guilford Road
to accommodate a bike route.
Approved a free use of Claret Hall for the resident meeting
with DPZ.
Approved the FY13 Annual Report.
Approved the FY14 Management Contract.
In preparation for the Columbia Association’s (CA) FY15/16
Operating and Capital Budget cycle, agreed on the following requests for funding: pet waste stations in River Hill, a
pathway connector to River Hill High School, rain gardens in
River Hill, replacement of the River Hill Meeting Room roof,
ADA compliance improvements to River Hill facilities, security
system improvements, an increase in the village community
associations’ assessment shares to reflect the CPI, and the
creation of a full-time Community Organizer position to be
managed by CA and shared by the villages.
Minutes Approved: July 8, 2013

Upcoming Meeting
September 16
•

•

Representatives from Greenstone Ventures, the developer of
the former Gateway School site, will present the Site Development Plan for the first phase of the Clarksville Commons
project.
Representative from WR Grace will meet with the Board to
discuss covenants and restrictions on Grace-owned properties.

Board Meeting Schedule
All meetings are held in Claret Hall at the River Hill Village
Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior
to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident
Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you have written
material you would like the Board to review, please drop it by
the village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved minutes are available for review at the village office. For
additional information, please contact the village office.
NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: September 16 and October 7 at 7
p.m. Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board
Meeting Agendas & Minutes.

Receive Village News by Email
Sign up for the association’s listserv
by visiting www.villageofriverhill.org.
Click on “Receive Village News by Email” and select
the categories in which you are interested.
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Council Corner:
Innovation, Entrepreneurship and Open Space
If you’re a frequenter of Columbia’s three lakes, you may have
noticed something new in the water recently. Floating wetlands
(or bio-habitats) are currently appearing in Elkhorn and Wilde
Lake and are coming soon (if not already there) to Kittamaqundi.
These small floating islands made from recycled materials and native species help to clear the water of excess nutrients and provide
additional habitats for local fish and other fauna (While I haven’t
spoken to any, some of the local water fowl seem rather keen on
them!). This is one of CA’s latest innovations with our open space.
Coming to River Hill this fall is an American Chestnut reforestation project, an innovative use of open space to help bring back
a native species that once numbered some 3 billion and covered
over 25% of the Appalachian Mountains woodland forests before
a blight in the early 20th century all but wiped out the species by
1940.
Projects like these beg the question: what other innovative
options does CA have for open space other than the prerequisite
mowing?
1. More sub-urban farming opportunities including creation of
CSAs (community supported agriculture) where members of
these cooperatives literally enjoy the fruits of their labors, and
/or could provide fresh produce to local farmers markets or
shelters like Grassroots.
2. Alternative energy production through creation of smaller
scale solar farms – akin to larger projects in Howard County
at Nixon’s Farm and Alpha Ridge. Revenues and savings from
energy production could support other programs and facilities
within Columbia.
3. Creation of meadows fostering increased bio-diversity in both
flora and fauna similar to projects in Reston, VA. CA could
partner with local schools in the creation and care of such
meadows enriching children’s knowledge and experience with
nature.
4. Growing, selling and promoting the use and planting of noninvasive native species for residential and commercial property landscaping.
5. Tracks of land for entry-level affordable alternative housing
similar in nature of those being used at University of Karlsruhe
(http://inhabitat.com/rock-and-roll-modular-housing-unit)
in Germany; micro apartments (http://m.theatlanticcities.
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com/housing/2012/11/micro-apartments-so-nice-youllwish-your-place-was-small/3932/) of the type springing up
in San Francisco, Seattle, and Vancouver; or the ultimate in
recycling, student housing made from shipping containers
(www.tempohousing.com/projects/keetwonen.html) as seen
in Amsterdam, which is an easy possible project with Howard
Hughes, Howard Community College and/or the Full Spectrum Housing Coalition.
Innovation is what created Columbia. Innovation can carry us
into the future as long as we embrace the opportunity for change,
dare to try something new, and readily cast ideas aside that don’t
work for something else. That’s an entrepreneurial spirit that
moves community forward.

Michael Cornell, River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
cell: 301-742-2761 home: 410-531-9340
michaelcornell@comcast.net
The views presented herein represent those of the author only and
do not necessarily represent those of the River Hill Community Association Board of Directors.

ANNUAL REPORT (continued from page 1)
speeds, crime prevention, and destruction of property and addressed issues affecting the overall quality of life within the Village
by:
• Hosting a National Night Out Celebration at the River Hill Pool
• Sponsoring a Block Captain Training Session and holding individual one-on-one training for new Captains
• Working with the Association’s Police Department Liaison to
have a presence in the village during the summer
• Communicating with the Police Liaison Officer regarding
crime in the community and disseminating important information to residents
• Expanding the Neighborhood Watch Program and coordinating with the Block Captains
• Requesting traffic enforcement in critical areas and speed
analysis on Great Star Drive, River Run, Summer Sunrise
Drive, and Indian Summer Drive
In response to the community’s advocacy over the last several years, the County repaved the street and installed bicycle lanes
on Great Star Drive, modified the pedestrian crossings, and developed plans for improving the lighting at these crossings. The
RHBOD met with a representative from the State Highway Administration to learn of plans for a bicycle commuter route that will
likely come through the village. The Columbia Association (CA) installed a bike rack at Claret Hall. The Board also discussed local
transportation issues with the County’s Administrator of the Office of Transportation.
The RHBOD advocated with BGE on behalf of residents in the

Pointers Run Neighborhood who have been plagued by lengthy
power outages in contrast to surrounding homes not affected to
the same degree. Representatives from BGE met with residents
and presented plans to improve electric reliability. A schedule for
completion of the improvements was established and the work is
on schedule to be completed by the end of 2013.
Open Space and the Environment
The Village of River Hill includes 14.25 miles of pathway and
24 tot lots that have been installed and are maintained by CA. CA
presented plans for the planting of American Chestnut Trees in
the open space as part of an effort to return these trees to the ecosystem since their loss to the “chestnut blight” about 100 years
ago. The RHBOD supported the project and the trees are expected
to be planted in the fall 2013.
The RHBOD established the Watershed Committee to enhance the well-being of the community by addressing issues related to storm water runoff, erosion, and watershed quality in and
around the village. The current members of the Committee are:
Dipper Wettstein, Elisabeth Hoffman, Bruce Ebersole, Sari Chapman, and Kathy Chavers. To date the Committee has focused primarily on educational efforts and is pursuing efforts to have pet
waste stations installed in strategically located spots in the open
space.
Covenant Enforcement
Enforcement of the Village Covenants on residential properties is one of the prime responsibilities of the community association. Covenant enforcement falls into three main functions: the
architectural and in-home business review process, the letter of
compliance process, and complaints. As Covenant Advisor, Ms.
Lambright is the staff liaison on covenant-related issues and supports the RHBOD, Architectural Committee (AC), and Resident
Architectural Committee (RAC) in the implementation of the Covenants. The Howard Hughes Corporation retains architectural
control for all commercial properties in the Village of River Hill.
During FY13, the following River Hill residents put in many
hours on behalf of the Association: Karen Jespersen (AC), Mohammad Saleem (AC), Karen Smith (AC), Kathy Chavers (RAC), Sue
Furman (RAC), Takashi Komatsu (RAC), Ilona Mallon (RAC), and
Sheela Rajasekhara (RAC). Prior to the meetings, the RAC Members spend considerable time reviewing the application details and
conducting site visits.
The Committees reviewed 135 exterior alterations and inhome business applications in FY13. This represents a 33 percent decrease from the number of applications reviewed in FY12.
Following review by the RAC, the AC is responsible for the final
approval of all exterior alterations and in-home business applications for residential properties and for hearing and making decisions on all appeal requests. There was one appeal hearing
in FY13. The AC also reviews all covenant enforcement actions
reaching the 15-Day Violation Notice stage and evaluates the need
for further action on the part of the Village Association and CA.
In FY13, the Association received 70 requests for letter of
compliance inspections. This represents a 3 percent increase in

Continued on Page 6
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the number of requests. One property was sold in Non-Compliance status and the new owners are working with Eva Lambright,
Covenant Advisor, to achieve compliance. Each letter requires research, site visit(s), coordinating with the RAC for exterior alteration applications, and communicating with the homeowner or
realtor to cure compliance related issues. The objective is to have
each property in compliance with the Covenants when ownership
is transferred in order to maintain property values and aesthetics
in the community.
There were 132 complaints submitted to the Village during
FY13 and of these, all but one was resolved. Eva Lambright, Covenant Advisor, is responsible for following through on all covenantrelated complaints on residential properties. Other complaints
are referred by the Association to the appropriate departments
within Howard County Government, CA, or Kimco Realty (the
owners of the Village Center). When a property owner does not
resolve a covenant violation, the Association has the ability to
proceed with further action. This action may include restricting
residents from using CA facilities and programs, flagging CA’s assessment files to identify a covenant violation should the property
transfer ownership, and/or proceeding with legal action. During
FY13, no properties were referred by the Association to CA for further action. At the end of FY13, there were four active cases with
the Columbia Association’s Architectural Resource Committee
(ARC). From time to time, the Association incurs costs for legal
fees associated with the operation of the Association and covenant
enforcement.
Development Issues
During FY13, the Association’s Master Plan Committee (MPC)
continued to work on the development of a Master Plan for the
River Hill Village Center. Robert Runser served as committee
Chairperson and was assisted by Jim Burnett, Jacqueline Easely, Trevor Greene, and Livi Vaught. The MPC presented the draft
plan to the RHBOD in February 2013. The MPC collected residents’ input on the draft plan during a community engagement
session offered concurrently with Village Elections, through the
Association’s website, and hand-delivered comments. The MPC is
in the process of integrating residents’ comments.
The RHBOD and the MPC continue to be concerned with development/re-development occurring along the boundaries of the
village and the impact on traffic, pedestrian safety, and the quality
of life for village residents. During FY13 the RHBOD:
• Testified before the Board of Appeals on Case #BA 10-001 the
Donaldson Funeral Home case and expressed concerns regarding the impact of this use on traffic and safety.
• Met with representatives of the owners of properties on Grace
Drive seeking zoning changes and initiated an effort to restrict
some less desirable uses from these properties.
• Monitored plans for commercial and residential development
in areas near the Village including plans for redeveloping the
Gateway School Property, constructing an office building on
the Pizza Hut property, and residential infill.
Community Engagement
The monthly newsletter, The Villager, the Association’s website www.villageofriverhill.org, and the listserv continued to be
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successful as the Association’s prime methods of communicating
with residents. During FY13 upgrades to the website were made,
the Association’s use of Facebook expanded, and the Association
began utilizing Twitter. A resident survey showed that The Villager is still the prime source of communication used by residents. A
wealth of information on local events, area non-profits, and community resources is available at Claret Hall as are copies of the
Columbia Flier, CA Monthly, and other local publications. The Association also maintains lists of services offered to village residents for:
• lawn mowing
• babysitting
• snow shoveling
In FY13, the delivery of the The Villager community newsletter was dutifully executed by the following local youths: Morgan
Markwood, Erin and Luke Duncan, Riley Ross, Jackson Feroe,
Andrew and Brien Boulle, Clayborne Chavers, Kira and Thomas
Thompson, Michael Mandl, Nitesh Parikh, Ethan Simon, Giovanni, and Isabella Romero, Ryan and Jack Harrison, Andrew Huang,
Jordan Stull, Sarah, Caroline, and Melissa Kleinberger, Chauncy
Briggs, Tariq Masood, Caroline Siil, and the Mohammed Family.
In October 2012 the RHBOD agreed to become the Chartering Organization for Boy Scout Troop 618. This troop, previously chartered by the Hickory Ridge Community Association,
is primarily made up of boys who reside in the Village of River
Hill. Therefore, troop leadership felt that they would have a stronger connection to the River Hill community which would lead to
more community service involvement by troop members. Michael Cornell, Columbia Council Representative and an ex Officio
RHBOD member, was appointed as the Chartering Organization’s
Representative. Troop volunteers supported Village Elections and
the Independence Day Parade and we look forward to greater collaboration in the future.
Special Events/Programs
In FY13 the Association supported the following community
building programs and events for all ages:
• Block Party Grants (throughout the year)
• Cul de Sac Beautification Grants (two were awarded during
the year)
• Flea Market (May 2012)
• Columbia Home Tour (June 2012 – co-sponsored with the Columbia Villages)
• Independence Day Parade (July 2012)
• National Night Out Pool Celebration (August 2012)
• Village Wide Yard Sales (September 2012)
• 50+ Club Bee Keeping Presentation (October 2012)
• Block Captain Training (October 2012)
• Haunted Hallow’s Eve (October 2012, in conjunction with the
River Hill Village Center Merchants and Kimco Realty)
• Teen Outreach Committee Clothing Drive Donation Site (November/December 2012)
• Internet Safety Presentation for Adults and Kids (November
2012)
• Howard County Food Bank Donation Drive (January 2013)
• School’s Out – I Love Honeybees (January 2013)
• Happy Helpers for the Homeless Jeans Drive Collection Site

ANNUAL REPORT
•

Village Election Day (April 2013)
The Association was fortunate to have a very active
Teen Advisory Committee: Tina Chen, Pradyun Dixit,
Atman Panigrahi, and Deep Singh. These enthusiastic members of our community worked with Tiffany Kan
and Kaede Johnson, the Student Members on the Village Board, and Association staff to plan and execute the
Haunted Hallow’s Eve and the Raising Compassionate
Kids events. Members also participated in the Association’s Annual Independence Day parade.
Association Administration
Susan Smith, the River Hill Village Manager, is responsible for the day-to-day operation of the Association and the management of Claret Hall and The Meeting
Room. Ms. Smith serves as an Ex Officio Member of the
RHBOD and Secretary and Treasurer of the organization.
Ms. Smith’s responsibilities include, but are not limited to, personnel matters, financial reporting, advocating
on behalf of residents, administering the community’s
Neighborhood Watch Program, serving as editor of The
Villager, and representing the Association with elected officials, numerous departments within the County government, CA, the Columbia Villages, and a variety of local
organizations and businesses. In FY13, the RHBOD established two sub-committees to streamline administrative operations and address complex legal concerns (as
needed): a Special Litigation Committee whose members
are Kenny Kan and Liyan Zhang; and the Village Manager
Oversight Committee whose members are Dengfeng Liu,
Kenny Kan, and Liyan Zhang.
Facility Management

•
•
•
•

(March 2013)
Raising Compassionate Kids Event (March 2013)
Searching for Spring (March 2013, co-sponsored with the Columbia Villages)
Community Clean-up (April 2013 in conjunction with the CA
Open Space Management)
Electronics Recycling (April 2013)

Claret Hall and The Meeting Room continued to be
well utilized during the fiscal year. Unfortunately, the
Middle Patuxent Nursery School closed at the end of the
2011 – 2012 school year. Easy Method Driving School
continued offering driver education classes at The Meeting Room. The River of Life Christian Community continued to hold its services and programs at Claret Hall and
the Church of God continued utilizing the facility for its
services and programs. A variety of classes continued
to be held at both facilities including Arya Dance, Booty
Beat, Central Maryland Youth Ballet, KidzArt, Music Together, Rosestan Persian Language School, Tien Shan
Kung Fu, and Zumba. Both facilities were used for a variety of social and business rentals.
In addition to uses of Claret Hall and The Meeting
Room by the Association for a variety of committee meetings, work
sessions, and community meetings, free usage of The Meeting
Room was given to the following organizations: the Pointers Run
Piranhas Swim Team, the Pheasant Ridge Rapids Swim Team, CA,
Girl Scout Troops 1985 and 2802, and Cadet Troop 67.
During CA’s FY14 budget process, the Association advocat-

Continued on Page 9
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ed for the installation of new carpeting and a new refrigerator for
Claret Hall and improvements at the Meeting Room to accommodate a nursery school or daycare facility.
Columbia–Wide Issues
The Association continued to provide input on issues affecting
all of Columbia.
• The Association, in conjunction with the other village community associations, reviewed CA’s proposal to request legislation that would reclassify CA and the villages as “nonprofit
community service corporations.” The RHBOD recommended
that CA take no action on the proposed legislation.
• Association staff worked with CA staff and the other villages
to update the Management Contract to reflect the new Assessment Share Model, changes in insurance and licensing
requirements, and the Contingency Fund Policy.
• The Association joined with CA and other villages to advocate
with the Maryland General Assembly to have CA and the Columbia villages excluded from Senate Bill 794 and House Bill
576 which proposed a new law entitled the Maryland Common Ownership Community Manager’s Act.

What Lies Ahead:
In the first quarter of FY14, the Association has been very involved in a number of comprehensive zoning and development issues that impact the community. CA’s FY15/16 budget cycle has
begun and the RHBOD is interested in receiving input from residents. The RHBOD hopes more residents will become engaged
and make a difference in our community, whether it is by volunteering to help with an event, raising issues of importance during
the Resident Speak Out portion of each Village Board meeting,
or providing comments on our website or Facebook page. Meanwhile, the RHBOD and staff will continue to respond to your concerns, advocate on behalf of the community, and work with CA
and others to enhance the quality of life for residents.
Approved by the River Hill Board of Directors: August 12, 2014

Association Launches Property
Evaluation Program
This fiscal year, FY 2014, the River Hill Community Association’s assessment share from the Columbia Association includes
additional funding for the implementation of the Property Standards Evaluation Program. Given the aging of our community,
portions of which are now 22 years old, the River Hill Village Board
requested funding for this program in order to be proactive in addressing property maintenance concerns.
Although this is the first time that this program will be undertaken in River Hill, the majority of Columbia’s villages have used
this program and found it to be an effective tool for keeping residential property values high.
The River Hill Village Covenants require all property owners
to maintain their property in good order and repair. The funding
will enable the Association to hire a part-time, temporary Property
Standards Evaluator (PSE). The PSE will conduct curbside inspections of each residential property and will identify maintenance issues. Properties will be evaluated using a standardized form based
on the River Hill Architectural Guidelines and the Maintenance
Standards. Some of the items that will be examined include, but
are not limited to:
• Siding and trim
• Gutters and downspouts
• Landscaping
• Roofs
• Driveways
• Fences
The PSE will begin conducting inspections in September and
the program will continue through April 2014. The PSE will wear
identification and residents do not need to be home at the time of
the inspection. Property owners will be notified of the results by
postcard.
Here are some simple tips to prepare for the inspections and
to keep River Hill looking its best:
• Repair rotten wood, damaged siding, and peeling paint
• Clean discolored siding
• Remove debris
• Weed and mulch landscaping, trim back overgrown shrubs,
and mow the lawn
• Remove trash and recycling bins from view
• Remove all “above ground” downspout extensions
• Mend or repair any broken windows, light fixtures, lampposts, and fences.
Please call Claret Hall at 410-531-1749 if you have questions
about the program.

Text to Join!
You can now join Claret Hall’s email list with the tap of a few keys
on your phone. Find out about
upcoming events and other important neighborhood news. Text
CLARETHALL to 22828 to get
started.
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Fall Classes in River Hill:
Easy Method Driving School (Meeting Room)
M/W ongoing
5:50–9:05 p.m.
Call 410-461-9090 or 1-877-461-9090 or
visit www.easymethoddrivingschool.com.

KidzArt (Claret Hall)
T ongoing
1–2 p.m.
Call 410-489-0323 or visit www.KidzArtMD.com.

Longfellow Nursery School (Meeting Room) NEW!
T/Th		
2yrs
9 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.*
M/W/F
3 yrs
9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
M-TH		
4 yrs
12:45 – 3:15 p.m.
*2yr old class time is extended over time to 2.5 hrs.
Now registering for the 2013-2014 school year. Classes begin
September 4.
For information visit www.lnscolumbia.org, email lnscolumbia@gmail.com, or call Amy at 571-242-5666.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
Th ongoing
10–10:45 a.m.
Ages 0–5
Now registering for fall classes. For information call 301-7580304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

Sylvan Learning (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
4:30-6:30 pm
Call 410-740-8331 or e-mail Sylvan.EllicottCity@SylvanLearning.com to register.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
7:30–8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Zumba® (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
9:30–10:30 a.m. and 6–7 p.m.
Call 410-794-6757 or visit www.dmikolasko.zumba.com.

Check out the River Hill Community
Association’s Facebook page. “Like Us” to get
valuable information and stay informed
about activities happening in Columbia.
We’re also on Twitter! @ClaretHallMD
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School News
Athletics and Activities
Manager Change at AHS
Mr. Senisi, Atholton High School’s (AHS) Athletics and Activities Manager (AAM) for the past seven years, has been named as
the Acting Instructional Facilitator for the Howard County Public
School System’s Physical Education Program. Ms. DeFrances has
been named as the Acting AAM. Ms. DeFrances has been a Raider
for many years as a Technology Support Teacher and her expertise
and passion for extra-curricular activities at AHS will be an asset
to the school in this new role.

School Calendar and
Handbook Now Available
Paper copies of the HCPSS calendar and the Student/Parent
Handbook for the 2013-2014 school year will be sent home with
students during the first week of school. Both are available online at www.hcpss.org/news/calendars/calendar (calendar) and
www.hcpss.org/newlanguages/docs/studentparent_handbook.
pdf (handbook).

School News
HCPSS Social Media Sites
12798 Scaggsville Rd
Highland, MD 20777

301-854-0878

HOURS: Wed-Fri 11a-5p
Sat 10a-6p; Sun 11a-5p

featuring furniture, home decor & lighting

The HCPSS recently launched several social media sites.
The new sites include HCPSS Facebook at www.Facebook.com/
HoCoSchools; HCPSS Twitter at www.Twitter.com/HCPSS (search
for @HCPSS (previously used for emergency notifications only;
now open to all communications); and Superintendent Twitter at
www.Twitter.com/SuperHCPSS (search for @SuperHCPSS).

A-OK (Assist OUR Kids)
Mentoring-Tutoring, Inc.
A-OK is actively recruiting adult volunteers to be mentor-tutors to Howard County public school students who can benefit
from extra encouragement and attention. Volunteers meet with
students individually or in small groups during the school day
and in after school programs. A-OK seeks dependable community
members who enjoy being with children and care strongly about
the success of all children.
Volunteers commit to one hour per week for one school year.
Participating elementary schools are Atholton, Bryant Woods,
Cradlerock, Deep Run, Forest Ridge, Guilford, Longfellow, Phelps
Luck, Running Brook, and Stevens Forest. For more details and
orientation dates email aokmentor@gmail.com or call Margie Rapport at 410-381-1084. Visit www.aokmentor.org to learn more.

September 2013 • The River Hill Villager • 11

Architectural News
RAC MEETING DATES
Application Deadline

Meeting Date

September 4, 2013

September 18, 2013

September 20, 2013

October 2, 2013

October 4, 2013

October 16, 2013

October 25, 2013

November 6, 2013

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

Fridays by 12 Noon

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m.
Applications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign-in.
Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental documentation, application amendments, or additional information
that the RAC has requested.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agendas are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agendas are published in The Villager when the publication schedule
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision.
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

Submitted Applications
September 4, 2013 (Meeting Cancelled)
6449 Mellow Wine Way
		
6561 Autumn Wind Circle

Landscape, Retaining Wall,
Walkway, Front Porch
Tree Removals

AC Decisions
August 21, 2013
Pending
6507 River Run
Pheasant Valley HOA
6452 River Run
6509 Evensong Mews

Patio, Walkway
Rain Gardens
Tree Removals
Front Door

August 7, 2013
Approved
6056 Ascending Moon Path
6330 Trotter Road
6413 Distant Melody Place
		
6043 Red Clover Lane

Patio, Walkway
Fence
Lighting, Painting, Staining &
Residing, Retaining Walls
Landscaping: Trees
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6500 Ranging Hills Gate
6408 Enchanted Solitude Place
7000 Jeweled Hand Circle
6151 Daylong Lane

Patio, Tree Addition
Landscaping, Retaining Walls
Heating & AC
Car Charging Station

Approved with Condition
6013 Pure Sky Place

Lighting, Shed

Pending
6341 Daring Prince Way

Tree Removal

Disapproved
5956 Gentle Call
6308 Angel Rose Court

Walkway
Fence, Walkway

FAST TRACK - AC Decisions
Approved
6461 Onward Trail
6308 Departed Sunset Lane

Tree Removal
Deck: Material Change

Approved with Condition
6308 Angel Rose Court

Tree Removal

Pending
6448 River Run

Tree Removal

Architectural News
A New Fertilizer Law
A new law, affecting lawn fertilization in Maryland, will become effective October 1, 2013. The new law will affect fertilizer
manufacturers, lawn care professionals and homeowners who fertilize their own lawns. The intent of the law is to protect the Chesapeake Bay from excess nutrients entering its waters from golf
courses, parks, recreation areas, athletic fields, businesses and
thousands of suburban and urban lawns.
Lawn fertilizers contain many nutrients with the key ingredients being nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium. Nitrogen
(N) promotes green leafy growth, phosphorus (P) promotes root,
fruit and flower development and potassium (K) promotes tolerance to disease and drought. When it rains and these nutrients
are washed into the streets and then into the streams and rivers that feed the Chesapeake Bay, they fuel, or act as nutrients to
the growth of algae. The algae bloom blocks sunlight from reaching the Bay grasses which inhibits their growth. Bay grasses are
important because they provide food and habitat for aquatic life,
absorb and filter nutrients and pollution, and add oxygen to the
water. When the algae dies it depletes the water of oxygen thereby
creating “dead zones” and threatening underwater life.
The law’s implication for the homeowner is that they must follow the University of Maryland fertilizer recommendations at www.
extension.umd.edu/hgic when applying nitrogen to lawns.
• A single application of total nitrogen may not exceed 0.9
pound total nitrogen per 1000 square feet and 0.7 pound of
water soluble nitrogen per 1000 square feet. To determine
how much fertilizer to use, calculate your lawn’s square footage by multiplying the lawn’s length by width. This will help
to prevent over fertilization.
• Fertilizer should be applied only when the grass is actively
growing. For seasonal and yearly fertilizer rates, visit www.extension.umd.edu/hgic
• Phosphorus may only be applied to lawns when indicated
by soil test results or when the homeowner is establishing,
patching or renovating a lawn. Most Maryland lawns have
sufficient phosphorus.
• Homeowners must follow the label directions and only apply
the application to the lawn.
• The setback requirements state that no fertilizer application
may be within 15 feet of waterways or 10 feet if a drop spreader, rotary spreader with deflector, or targeted spray liquid is
used to apply fertilizer.

www.hilltopchildcarecenter.com

•
•
•
•

No fertilizer may be applied between November 15 and March
1 and when the ground is frozen.
Fertilizers may not be used as de-icers on driveways, walkways or sidewalks.
Do not used fertilizers when heavy rain is expected.

Here are some other hints to help fertilize your lawn responsibly:
• Fertilize at the right time - warm season grasses in late spring
or summer and cool season grasses in fall, based on soil test
analysis.
• Don’t over fertilize.
• Apply fertilizer properly.
• Remove no more than 1/3 of grass height each time you mow
with sharpened lawn blades. This will help to conserve moisture and shade out weeds.
• Leave grass clippings on the lawn to let them act as free, slowrelease fertilizer.
• If you must water your lawn, avoid water runoff from the lawn
by watering slowly, watering early in the morning using a
sprinkler (in non drought conditions), and wetting to a depth
of 4 to 6 inches.
Sources: University of Maryland Extension at www.extension.umd.
edu/hgic and “Lawn Fertilizer” at www.mda.maryland.gov.

Leaf Removal Q & A
Why are the roads swept?
Sweeping prevents grit, sand and contaminants from polluting local streams and the Chesapeake Bay. Street sweeping is NOT
a leaf removal service. Do not rake your leaves into the street or
gutter.
Why Can’t I Rake Leaves into the Street?
Leaves clog the street sweeper’s broom, preventing the sweepers from working properly. In addition, leaves collected through
street sweeping are currently landfilled, a costly expense that
can be avoided with your help. Leaves on the street can also clog
storm drains causing flooding. Sweeper operators will avoid areas
of curb containing an excessive number of leaves.
How Should I Manage My Leaves?
• Compost or use as mulch around plants
• Grind leaves with a mulching mower and let them lie
• Bag for curbside collection (where available). Use paper bags
whenever possible to keep plastic contaminants out of the finished compost
• Drop off at Alpha Ridge Landfill’s yard trim area, 2350 Marriottsville Road, Marriottsville. Empty all plastic bags.
For more information about street sweeping or to learn how to
obtain a free compost bin for your leaves, visit www.HowardCountyRecycles.org, call 410-313-6444 or e-mail help@HowardCountyRecycles.org.
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AROUND TOWN
Kiddush Cup: Golf & Tennis Tournament
On Monday, October 7 the Steven Russel Memorial Kiddush Cup
will be sponsored by Russel Toyota. This charity event will benefit the Jewish Federation of Howard County Golf. The schedule
includes scramble format tennis, a tennis clinic, ladies doubles
round robin, a silent auction, breakfast, lunch and awards. All
are welcome. For more information or to become a sponsor, contact Meghann Schwartz at mschwartz@jewishhowardcounty.org
or 410-730-4976 x106.

Dia de la Familia
CA is once again hosting Dia de la Familia, a free event celebrating National Hispanic Heritage Month. This year’s event will take
place on Saturday, September 28, from 3 to 6 p.m. at the Columbia SportsPark. This event will feature a DJ playing Latin
music, food, a moon bounce, children’s entertainers, arts and
crafts sponsored by Columbia Art Center, a Zumba demonstration, a Latin American Soccer Cup, and SportsPark batting cages
and mini golf for free. For more information, call 410-715-3162 or
email International@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Kid’s Nearly New Fall Sale
At the Howard County Fairgrounds, Exhibition Building on Saturday, September 21 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. This free event offers 140 booths with crafters and services selling kids stuff from

newborn to high school. Clothing, coats, holiday outfits, toys,
games, books, furniture, bikes, safety equipment, Halloween costumes, etc. are available. Also, great food and lots of free parking. Visit www.kidsnearlynewsale@aol.com for more information.

Owen Brown Community Carnival
On Saturday, September 28 from 2 to 5 p.m., Owen Brown will
host their community carnival at the Owen Brown Community
Center, 6800 Cradlerock Way, Columbia. The carnival features a
moon bounce, face painting, games, a magic show, prizes, food,
and more. There is a fee for food and games. Contact 410-3810202 or obevents@columbiavillages.org for more information.

Columbia Grand Prix
“Watch Horses Fly and Help Students Soar” at the 26th annual Howard Community College (HCC) Columbia Classic Grand
Prix. At Marama Farm on Saturday, September 21, see worldclass equestrians soar over obstacles and race against the clock
and it’s all for a good cause. Proceeds from the event benefit
the HCC Educational Foundation to provide funding assistance
to HCC students. In addition to thrilling equestrian action, the
HCC Grand Prix includes vendors, games, food, music and family fun. Visit www.howardcc.edu/donors/specialevents/grandprix
for more information.

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com
Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

Red Mango
443-546-4798

Subway
410-531-7982

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Everett Jewelers
410-531-7990

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

Tower Federal Credit Union
301-497-7000

Giant Food
410-531-7831

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

The UPS Store
410-531-9861

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052

Panda Kitchen
410-531-7866

River Hill Sports
Grille
410-531-7900
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Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860

AROUND TOWN
Silly Goose and Val
Join Silly Goose and Val as they laugh, dance, sing and encourage
children to do the same on Friday, October 11 at 10 a.m. at the
Other Barn in Oakland Mills, 5851 Robert Oliver Place, Columbia.
Show is ideal for kids ages 2 to 5 and tickets are $5 for anyone 2
or older. Contact 410-730-4610, omcaa@columbiavillages.org,or
visit www.oaklandmills.org for more information.

El Azteca Celebrates 20 Year
Anniversary
As part of their 20th anniversary celebration on Saturday, September 14 at 11 a.m. at El Azteca, 12210 Clarksville Pike, Clarksville, El Azteca will donate a portion of their proceeds to Voices for
Children (VFC) which is Howard County’s Court Appointed Special Advocates program, a non-profit which began in 1990. DJ,
live Mariachi, outdoor grill, heated tent. Contact Simon Cortes at
410-531-3001 or visit www.Elaztecamd.com for more information.

Howard County Historical Society
Museum Concert Series
The concert lineup for fall is Saturday, November 2: Bob Sima
(Contemporary Adult Rock), 6-8 p.m., Admission, $20; Saturday,
November 16: The Big Band Ain’t Misbehavin’ Swing Dance Party,
7-9 p.m. Admission, $15/single or $25/couple. Part of the pro-

ceeds will go to the Howard County Historical Society Museum.
The Museum is located at 8328 Court Ave., Ellicott City. Tickets
are available online at www.hchsmd.org. For more information,
call 410-480-3250.

Isaiah’s Gifts, Distinctive Judaica and
More
A new store, Temple Isaiah’s “Isaiah’s Gifts” opened at 12200
Scaggsville Rd, Fulton. This is a source for Judaica in Howard
County which features unique and one-of-a-kind jewelry and artwork from Israeli and local artists. Perfect for b’nai mitzvah, wedding, baby, and holiday gifts. Why schlep to Baltimore when you
can buy Judaica in your own backyard? They also have non-Judaic items. Hours are Sun. 9-2; Wed. 11-1; and by appointment. Call
301-317-1101 or email robyn.templeisaiah@gmail.com for more
information. Their Grand Opening celebration will be on Sunday,
October 13.

Dad & Daughter Date Night
CA’s Kid Space is sponsoring this dad and daughter event on Friday, September 27 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at Supreme Sports Club,
7080 Deepage Drive, Columbia. Contact 410-381-7559 for more
information.

Claret Hall is Looking
for a Few
New Classes!
Are you an instructor looking for a space?

Claret Hall now has rooms available
during daytime and evening hours.
Special Discounted Instructor Rates Available!

Call us today for additional information or availability.
410-531-1749 or email
facilities@villageofriverhill.org
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Planning a Holiday Gathering
or Corporate Event?
Claret Hall is the Perfect
Place for your party!
Have you visited us lately?
You will notice our beautiful hardwood floors are perfect
for dancing the night away!
Columbia lien-payers get a 10% discounted rate!
For rental info call:
410-531-1749 or visit www.clarethall.com.
Ask about our discounted Friday
night rentals through the end of January!
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AROUND TOWN
Aging In Place Q&A Forum
On Thursday, September 12 from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the Miller
Library, 9421 Frederick Rd, Ellicott City, The Village in Howard,
an aging in place organization, will discuss the Opting for Independence Project, intergenerational concerns, transportation options, aging beyond the homes, the Howard County Livable Homes
Tax Credit, and more. Free. Sponsored by the Howard County
Office on Aging; the Coordinating Center; the League of Women

Kids in the Castle

Award-winning licensed Family Day Care
in River Hill has openings for after-school care!
Small Group • Flexible Hours
Healthy Snack Provided
Bus stop is right in front of my house

410-531-8418
lwood105@gmail.com

Voters of Howard County; the National Center for Senior Transportation; Neighbor Ride; Vantage House; Beth Baker, author of
“Old Age in a New Age”; The Village in Howard; and Karen Pitsley,
Certified Aging Specialist. Visit http://howardcountyhcca.org/aging-in-place/ for more. Space is limited. Please reserve your spot
by registering.

Kick-Off to Health
The Bain Center, 5470 Ruth Keeton Way, Columbia is sponsoring
a wellness event for men on Tuesday, September 17 from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at the Center. Free health screenings, demos, seminars,
exhibits, and raffle prizes. Proceeds support the annual Thanksgiving Banquet. Free. Contact 410-313-7213 or visit www.howardcountyaging.org.

Flea Market
Long Reach Community Association is sponsoring a flea market at
the Long Reach Village Center on Saturday, September 28 from 8
a.m. to noon. Call 410-730-8113 for information about attending
or reserving a selling space.

License #155756 | HCFCCA Member

For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

Best Treatments Available
Reasonable Fees
Afternoon & Evening Appointments
Consultations are Free
Excellent Results
Super Smiles
The River Hill Village Center
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)
Offering the Best Treatments, including

Free Initial Consultation

410-381-1077
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COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS
Senior Men Golfers Wanted
Forming golf foursome for weekly, non-competitive play at area
public courses. Seeking Senior (65+) men who enjoy getting together for a social golf experience. Average skill - nonsmokers preferred. If interested email rsdkahn@verizon.net.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand running, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston, 410-428-6771,
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting – Our
Passion is Your Pets

Air Conditioning & Heating Made Easy

Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday, overnight) New Client Discount. Jobs available: pet lovers,
please apply. Contact: www.PetSittinginMd.com; 443-745-8309;
jneckritz@comcast.net.

Need your Furnace or Heat Pump or Air Conditioner replaced?
Need a Humidifier or Air Cleaner? Call Donnie at 301-854-9994.
Licensed and Insured. River Hill resident. MD State HVACR
Lic#01-7754.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!

Tiki’s Playhouse-Doggie Daycare/
Cageless Boarding/Grooming

Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture, Art, Silver,
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+yr experience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration!
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support including Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more.
Contact Beverly Johnston, 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com
or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Dog Groomer Needed
Seeking experienced full-time groomer for busy doggie daycare/
boarding facility in Howard County. Please call 410-487-1890 to
inquire about position.

Speech and Language Therapy
Martha Leibowitz, Speech Pathologist, MA, C.C.C.-Sp. 30+ years
experience. Flexible hours. Pre-school through 5th grade. 443812-1372 or marleibow@verizon.net.

Reading Tutor
Certified in Orton Gillingham and Phonographix. Trained at Lab
School of Washington, former teacher, grades k-5. 410-992-1885
or ginnyward@verizon.net.

Professional Tutoring in Mathematics,
SAT & ACT Prep
Monte Reiser, MS in Electrical Engineering. Math tutoring in the
comfort of your own home. Affordable Rates. Tutoring Math subjects from elementary through high school. SAT/ACT/HSA Prep.
Special needs welcome. Hebrew studies instruction also provided. Manage Hebrew tutoring program in Howard County Temple
school. Bar/Bat Mitzvah studies. montereiser@gmail.com or 443896-4527.
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Where dogs come to play. We offer Doggie Daycare, Cageless Boarding, Grooming, Dog Washing, Dog Walking, Pet Sitting,
Pet Food Delivery, Pet Taxi, and Doggie Ice Cream Truck. Fully
fenced in backyard with Manager on-site 24 hours. $5 OFF
Grooming Service for first time clients only! Make a reservation
request online at www.tikisplayhouse.com or call 410-489-7889.
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