Claret Hall will be closed on
Monday, September 3 in observance
of the Labor Day holiday.
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Bike Lanes Arrive, More Improvements Anticipated

T

he re-paving of Great Star Drive and
the installation of bike lanes along
this roadway are the latest result of
the Association’s efforts to improve local
pedestrian and vehicular safety and to
enhance connections with Columbia and
the surrounding County. Since 2010 the
River Hill Village Board, in conjunction
with the Association’s Traffic and Safety
and Master Plan Committees, has been
advocating for bike lanes in the community and discussing options with a variety
of stakeholders. Avid bikers in the River
Hill community, representatives from Bicycling Advocates of Howard County, the
Columbia Association (CA), our County
Council Representative, the County Executive’s Office, and representatives from
within the County’s Department of Public
Works have all played a role.
Now it is time for drivers and bikers to do their part. Given the changes in

inside:

Office Hours, Board Contacts,
Phone Numbers . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Board Highlights. . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Council Corner. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
2012-2013 School Calendar. . .  8
Architectural News. . . . . . . . . . 12
Fall Classes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
Block Party Photos. . . . . . . . . . 18
Around Town . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20
Community Classifieds. . . . . . . 22

More biking amenities are coming. At the September 24 Village Board Meeting, representatives
from the State Highway Administration will present plans for a bicycle commuter route linking
Clarksville with Ft. Meade.
lane markings and the addition of the
bike lanes, drivers are urged to be alert
and use caution, obey the posted speed
limits, and be aware of added bikers on
Great Star Drive. Remember, it’s the law
- when sharing the road with bikes, leave
3 feet when passing cyclists. Parents,
please be sure to review the rules and the
roadways changes with your teen drivers. Bikers familiarize yourselves with
the new markings, be alert to the areas
where you share the road with motorized
vehicles, remember to signal turning and
wear a helmet.
This project in River Hill comes at
a time when CA, the County, The Howard Hughes Corporation (THHC), and
the State Highway Administration are
undertaking projects to improve biking
facilities and connections. In the fall of
2011, CA launched Connecting Colum-

bia, an analysis of the current pathway
system and the identification of priorities for moving forward. With the vision of
creating a more interconnected and comprehensive bicycling and walking circulation system for health, recreation and
transportation purposes, the draft Active Transportation Action Agenda document is now under review. The document
includes recommendations for connections, pathway design and maintenance,
safety, and wayfinding. Also identified
are hundreds of prioritized projects, one
of which is a short connector pathway designed to close the gap between the existing path near Wild Orange Gate and the
River Hill Village Center on Daylong Lane.
The study recommends that this be one
of four pilot projects to be implemented
soon after the adoption of the document.

Continued on Page17
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

Board Highlights . . .
August 20, 2012
•
•
•
•
•
•

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Tuesday/Thursday
9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m. - Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org
Covenant Advisor:
Evamarie Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org
Facility Coordinator:
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org
Communications Coordinator:
Tracy Boullé, events@villageofriverhill.org
Community Assistant:
Maureen Cogan, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

RIVER HILL BOARD

Jenny Chu (Special Events)
jennyzchu@yahoo.com
Todd Harrison
410-531-0771
(Board Operations)
Kenny Kan (Financial Matters)
kwtkan@hotmail.com
Dengfeng Liu (Open Space)
liudf@jhu.edu
Tony Miceli, Vice Chair
mathman21@me.com
(Traffic & Safety)
Dipper Wettstein, Chairperson dipper@brazzeldazzle.com
Liyan Zhang (Development)
zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Kaede Johnson, Tiffany Kan
(Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Michael Cornell 			

Received a staff update on production of the newsletter, website upgrades, and changes to the bulk email system.
Approved FY12 Schedule A report.
Approved FY13 Budget Spreadsheet by Quarter.
Interviewed candidates for the Teen Advisory Committee.
Appointed the following youth to the Student Member Committee: Tiffany Kan and Kaede Johnson.
Appointed the following youth to the Teen Advisory Committee: Tina Chen, Praduyn Dixit, Atman Panigrahi, and Deep
Singh.

Upcoming Meetings
September 10 – The Village Board will meet with representatives
the Baltimore Council of Boy Scouts to discuss becoming a chartering organization for Troop 618.
September 24 – The Village Board will meet with representatives
from the State Highway Administration to learn about the proposed bicycle commuter route linking Clarksville with Ft. Meade.

Board Meeting Schedule
All meetings are held in Claret Hall at the River Hill Village Center.
Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend resident speak-out during each board meeting. If you have written material you would
like the Board to review, please drop it by the village office by the
Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved minutes are available
for review at the village office. For additional information, please
contact the village office.
NEXT BOARD MEETING: September 10 and 24 at 7 p.m.
Visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board Meeting Agendas
& Minutes.

301-742-2761

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Tracy Boulle,
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates, www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Producation: www.realfreshcreative.com
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Council Corner: Connecting Columbia
In life, change is the only constant. Planning for change is not.
However, the leadership of the County and the Columbia Association continue to plan for and drive changes that will be necessary and beneficial for the future of Columbia. While Columbia/
Ellicott City was once again named one of the Top Ten Places to
live in the US by CNN/Money Magazine, the continued evolution of
Columbia will be what keeps us there. As reported by CA’s President, Phil Nelson, some of the critical factors we face in the coming years include an aging population, increased energy costs, and
greater population density that come with development.
One of the required responses to maintain and enhance the
quality of life in Columbia is making the community more pedestrian and bicycle friendly, enhancing the ability to get from point A
to point B on foot or by bicycle – what we refer to as “connectivity”.
On that connectivity front, you no doubt know of the changes
on Great Star. As I write this, repaving efforts are underway. Bike
lanes and safer pedestrian crossings are coming with the repaving
efforts – mere months after a county official explained to our Village Board why bike lanes would never happen. The leadership of
Howard County had other ideas!
September will also see CA’s Connecting Columbia Report –
The Active Transportation Plan. After months of community outreach, planning and research the report will go to the Board with
a detailed list of priority projects to improve CA’s infrastructure for
pedestrians and cyclists.
The project was developed to provide a list of action items that
will improve safe pedestrian and bicycle connections throughout
Columbia, with an emphasis on CA’s pathways. The project was
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also designed to coordinate with the County’s Bicycle Master Plan
initiative, which will focus more on the county’s roadways.
The objectives of the Active Transportation Plan are:
• Increase the amount of bicycling and walking throughout Columbia among people of all ages and abilities
• Improve the safety of the pathway system
• Increase connectivity to key destinations
• Make Columbia’s pathway network easy to navigate
• Coordinate this project with the County’s Bicycle Master Plan.
As if to put an exclamation point on all this, the Columbia
BikeAbout will take place on Sept 15th. Riders can start between
9:30 and 10:30 a.m. at the Downtown Columbia Lakefront. The
free, 13-mile, history-filled ride through Columbia is a self-paced
ride that utilizes Columbia’s paths and (when necessary) street
connections. It’s a great opportunity to celebrate Columbia’s existing connectivity and the coming changes!
For more about Connecting Columbia, visit the CA website
at: http://www.columbiaassociation.com/content/GetInformed/
ConnectingColumbia/
Michael Cornell, River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
cell: 301-742-2761 home: 410-531-9340
michaelcornell@comcast.net
The views presented herein represent those of the author only and
do not necessarily represent those of the River Hill Community Association Board of Directors.

Get “Urbanized” - Explore and
Discuss the Design of Cities
Columbia didn’t magically transform from farmland into a
planned community. Neither will this community — which has
grown to a population approaching 100,000 in just 45 years —
turn into a more bustling, vibrant area without great design and
planning, and then implementation.
With that in mind, Columbia Association (CA) will be continuing its Community Building series with a special screening of
“Urbanized,” a feature-length documentary by Gary Hustwit that
“looks at the issues and strategies behind urban design and features some of the world’s foremost architects, planners, policymakers, builders and thinkers,” according to the film’s website
http://urbanizedfilm.com/about/.
The screening is part of CA’s Community Building Speakers’ Series, which hosts thought-provoking speakers and events
on topics that stimulate residents to discuss, engage and build a
sense of community here in Columbia.
“As redevelopment of Downtown Columbia moves from vision
to reality, what better time to sponsor this new film that explores
the design of cities?” says Jane Dembner, director of Community
Building and Sustainability at CA.
“Urbanized” will be shown Tuesday, Sept. 18, from 7 to 9 p.m.
at the East Columbia 50+ Center, located at the East Columbia
library branch at 6600 Cradlerock Way, Columbia. The running
time for “Urbanized” is 85 minutes. Following the screening, there
will be a group discussion about the future of cities.
“The challenges of balancing housing, mobility, public space,
civic engagement, economic development and environmental poli-

cy are fast becoming universal concerns,” reads the film’s website.
“Yet much of the dialogue on these issues is disconnected from the
public domain.”
Seating for the screening is limited — registration is desired,
though not required.
Register online at http://bit.ly/urbanizedfilm.

Columbia BikeAbout
The Columbia Association’s (CA) annual BikeAbout will be
held on Saturday, September 15, starting between 9:30 and 10:30
a.m., with riders beginning at the Downtown Columbia Lakefront.
The free, 13-mile, history-filled ride through Columbia is a selfpaced ride that utilizes Columbia’s paths and (when necessary)
street connections.
The annual event highlights the history, art, culture and environmental features found in Columbia while introducing new
ways to make the connections between villages.
This year’s BikeAbout route will take riders through parts
of Oakland Mills, Long Reach and Town Center. Features on the
BikeAbout will include:
• Blandair Park: Phase 1 is open — what’s next?
• Woodlawn Slave Quarters: CA’s sensitive restoration helps interpret Howard County history
• Oakland Ridge Industrial Park: Columbia’s first industrial
area has become a hidden marketplace
• Thunder Hill: From Sleeping Dog Lane to Soaring Hill, the
story behind the street names
• Jackson Pond: From farm pond, to experimental storm water
retention, to neighborhood amenity
• Symphony Woods and downtown redevelopment: Past, pres-
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ent and future
Pre-registration for the BikeAbout is encouraged. Registration can
be done online at http://bikeabout.eventbrite.com. Forms are
also available at Columbia Archives, located at 10227 Wincopin
Circle in the American City Building, or at the front desk of the
Columbia Association headquarters, located at 10221 Wincopin
Circle.
For more information, go to www.ColumbiaArchives.org, send
an email to www.Columbia.Archives@ColumbiaAssociation.org or
call 410-715-6781.

“Columbia Matters”
Wins Awards
Columbia Association’s (CA) monthly television show, “Columbia Matters,” has won two awards for episodes that aired in
2011, adding to an already sizable total for CA’s much-honored
series.
“Columbia Matters” earned the bronze awards in the 33rd Annual Telly Awards, which recognize “the finest film and video productions, groundbreaking web commercials, videos and films, and
outstanding local, regional, and cable TV commercials and programs,” according to the awards website.
The awards were for the May 2011 episode in the “Information” category and the September 2011 episode in the “Entertainment” category. This year’s competition saw more than 12,000
entries come in from all 50 states and from five continents, according to the awards website.
The show has now won a total of 15 bronze awards and one
silver award, which is the competition’s highest prize.
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“It’s a team effort,” said Mary Weeks, who has been the show’s
producer for all but one of the awards. “It’s great for CA to be recognized for this show that we produce for the community. I just
love being able to show residents what it’s like to live in Columbia
and to be able to show them all the wonderful things that Columbia Association has to offer.”
“Columbia Matters” premiered in January 2004. It includes
several segments spotlighting different elements of Columbia and
reaching different age groups. The show airs several times a week
on public-access television and can be found online anytime at
www.YouTube.com/CATVchannel. For more information, visit
www.ColumbiaMatters.org.
A Columbia resident for 40 years, Weeks has been the producer of “Columbia Matters” since April 2007. Dedicated to producing a show with informative, enriching and high-quality content
for Howard County residents, Weeks loves writing and seeing her
visions come to life. She holds an A.A. degree in TV Production
and Multimedia Design from Howard Community College, and she
earned a Bachelor’s degree in Film, Video and Theatre from Villa
Julie College. She also earned her Master’s degree in Communication Arts at NYIT in Manhattan.

YouthFit Program Takes Team
Approach to Family Fitness
Getting in shape isn’t just about diet and exercise; having motivation and support matter, too. That’s why Columbia Association’s (CA) new Columbia YouthFit program accentuates working
together to create healthy families.

The program, which is launching with its inaugural session
this fall, focuses on families with children between the ages of 10
and 13 who receive a medical referral. Columbia YouthFit helps
families become healthy through motivation, physical activity and
healthy eating. In addition, a team of medical, fitness, nutrition
and behavioral health professionals works closely with all family
members to create a family plan to improve their overall wellness.
The first eight-week session begins on Wednesday, Oct. 3,
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Columbia Gym, which is located at
6151 Daylong Lane in Clarksville. With 75 percent of obese adolescents growing up to become obese adults, Columbia YouthFit
provides a solution.
“Being overweight as a child can lead to serious health problems, problems that can be life-long such as diabetes,” said Shawni Paraska, CA’s director of community health sustainability.
“Columbia YouthFit helps your family overcome these problems.
It provides nutrition education, lifestyle awareness and changes,
and physical activity for all family members.”
Columbia YouthFit’s program includes fun and informative
get-togethers; healthy lifestyle-coaching — both one-on-one with
the kids, as well as with the whole family; physical activities for
the children; discounts to community events and health-related
businesses that partner with Columbia YouthFit; and full access
for the entire family to CA’s facilities, programs and services.
Questions for parents and guardians to consider include
whether their child spends too much time on his or her cell phone
or iPod or in front of the television; feels self-conscious about his
or her body weight; eats meals consisting of fast food, high calorie
or fattening foods; has unsupervised time before or after school; or
has a family with a busy schedule that does not include time for
exercise. Those who do should ask their child’s doctor if Columbia
YouthFit would be beneficial to the child, and then have the doctor

complete the physician referral form and fax it to Columbia Association at 443-283-4247.
The program costs $550 for CA members and $650 for nonmembers. Fee covers the entire family. Register by calling 410715-3128.
For more information and to download a physician referral
form, go to:
http://columbiaassociationnewu.com/YouthFit/index.html.

Register Online for CA Classes
Columbia Association (CA) started online
registration for fall classes on August 18.
Members can now register for most classes
listed in the CA Fall Activities Guide available at:
http://issuu.com/ca-columbiaassociation/docs/
activitiesguide-fall2012.
Visit www.ColumbiaAssociation.org/login to set
up your account and sign up for fun fall activities.
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Columbia Home Tour Seeking
Distinct Homes to Showcase
Curious about the interior of a home you
pass by in your Columbia neighborhood? Interested in nominating your own home for the
tour?
The Columbia Home Tour is currently
seeking Columbia homes to showcase at our
fourth annual event on Sunday, June 2, 2013, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Homes of any architectural style or size, with unique and interesting features are welcome. Homeowners will be asked to open
their homes to participants of this self-guided tour. Assigned docents will be at each home to facilitate guests.
This event is sponsored by the ten Villages of Columbia and
the Columbia Archives. Proceeds will benefit Rebuilding Together, a local charity that works to preserve and revitalize houses and
communities, assuring that low-income homeowners, particularly
those who are elderly and disabled and families with children, live
in warmth, safety and independence. For more information, or to
nominate a home, please contact Joan Lancos at joan@hickoryridgevillage.org or 410-730-7327.

Youth and Teen Center
A popular Columbia Association-sponsored gathering spot
for youth and teens has a new name, The Youth and Teen Center (YTC) at The Barn. The new name better acknowledges the full
range of ages – youth ages 9-18 that the center serves. An open
house celebrating the new name will be held on Monday, September 24, from 6 – 8 p.m.
Hanging out at the YTC is a fun, safe way for teens and preteens to socialize and participate in recreational and educational
programs. Howard County kids ages 9-18 are welcomed yearround with after-school, summertime and some weekend activities and programs that are designed to promote self-esteem and to
develop life skills.
YTC at The Barn is a multi-purpose, two story facility where
teens can access a computer lab, watch or play Nintendo Wii on
a 55 inch screen TV or enjoy billiard tables, foosball, air hockey,
table tennis and various board games in the recreation room. The
upstairs section features a mini-gym for basketball, volleyball and
other games and activities, as well as a snack bar run by the entrepreneurial program.
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HOWARD COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
2012-2013 APPROVED SCHOOL CALENDAR
2012
July 4
Aug. 20
Aug. 22
Aug. 27
Sept. 3
Sept. 17
Sept. 26
Oct. 3
Oct. 12
Oct. 19
Nov. 1
Nov. 5
Nov. 6
Nov. 12-16
Nov. 13
Nov. 19

Independence Day - Schools & Offices closed
School Staff Returns
Countywide Professional Development Day
First Day of School for Students
Labor Day - Schools & Offices closed
Rosh Hashanah - Schools & Offices closed
Yom Kippur - Schools & Offices closed
Interim Progress Reports Issued
Last day to withdraw from HS course without penalty
MSEA Convention - Schools closed for students
End of marking period (45 days)
Professional Development Day - Schools closed.
Election Day - Schools & Offices closed
American Education Week
Report Cards Issued
Schools close 3 hrs early. No PreK/RECC. ES, MS
Parent/Teacher Conferences/HS Prof. Development
Nov. 20
Schools close 3 hrs early. No Pre-K/RECC.
Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 21
Schools closed for students.
Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 22-23 Thanksgiving - Schools & Offices closed
Dec. 12
Interim Progress Reports Issued
Dec. 24-25 Christmas Holiday - Schools & Offices closed
Dec. 26-31 Winter Break - Schools closed
Jan. 1
New Years Day - Schools & Offices closed
Jan. 2
Schools reopen
2013
Jan. 15-18 HS Semester Exams - High schools (only)
close 3 hrs early Jan. 16 & 17
Jan. 18
End of marking period. HS Semester Exams.
All schools close 3 hrs. early - No PreK/RECC
Jan. 21
Martin Luther King Jr. Day - Schools & Offices closed
Jan. 22
Professional Work Day - Schools closed for students
Jan. 29
Report Cards Issued
Feb. 13
Elementary/Middle schools close 3 hrs. early.
No PreK/RECC. Parent/Teacher Conferences
Feb. 14
All Schools close 3 hrs. early. No PreK/RECC.
Parent/Teacher Conferences/H.S. Prof. Development
Feb. 15
Schools closed for students.
Parent/Teacher Conferences
Feb. 18
Presidents’ Day - Schools & Offices closed
Feb. 28
Interim Progress Reports Issued
March 11 Last day to withdraw from 2nd semester HS course
without penalty
March 28 Professional Work Day - Schools close 3 hrs. early.
No PreK/RECC. End of marking period (45)
March 29 Good Friday - Schools and Offices closed
March 29 - April 5 Spring Break - Schools closed
April 15
Report Cards Issued
April 25
Countywide Prof. Development Day - Schools closed.
May 9
Interim Progress Reports Issued
May 17
Professional Development/Work Day - Schools closed.
May 27
Memorial Day - Schools & Offices closed
June 17-20 High School Exams
June 18-20 Schools close 3hrs. Early. No PreK/RECC
June 20
Last Day of School (includes 5 inclement
weather days)

School News
River Hill Resident Wins Spirit
of Columbia Scholarship
Jennifer Warner, a River Hill resident who attended River Hill
High School, is one of this year’s recipients of the Maggie J. Brown
Spirit of Columbia Scholarship Award, a $2,500 scholarship. This
award is given to six high school seniors who have shown extraordinary dedication to performing community service.
Warner has been a member of the National Honor Society
since 2010 and served as president in 2011-2012. In that capacity she did an outstanding job of planning and facilitating many
community service projects. Warner created a new service project
in 2008 when she was a freshman at River Hill. Her project, Birthday Books, provides birthday gift bags of high-quality children’s
books to every child at Stevens Forest Elementary School in Columbia and has previously administered these birthday gift bags
at two other schools in Baltimore and Silver Spring. It is Warner’s
hope to spread the Birthday Books Project as a nationwide movement. She is attending Vanderbilt University this fall.

Receive Village News by Email

Sign up for the Association’s listserv
by visiting www.villageofriverhill.org.
Click on “Receive Village News by Email” and select the
categories in which you are interested.

Reminder: School Bus Safety
For some 25 million students nationwide, the school day begins and ends with a trip on a school bus. Unfortunately, each
year many children are injured and several are killed in school bus
incidents.
Although drivers of all vehicles are required to stop for a
school bus when it is stopped to load or unload passengers, children should not rely on them to do so. The National Safety Council
encourages parents to teach their children these rules for getting
on and off the school bus.

Rules for getting on and off the school bus
Getting on the school bus:
• When waiting for the bus, stay away from traffic and avoid
roughhousing or other behavior that can lead to carelessness. Do
not stray onto streets, alleys or private property.
• Line up away from the street or road as the school bus approaches.
• Wait until the bus has stopped and the door opens before stepping onto the roadway.
• Use the handrail when stepping onto the bus.
Behavior on the bus
• When on the bus, find a seat and sit down. Loud talking or other
noise can distract the bus driver and is not allowed.
• Never put head, arms or hands out of the window.
• Keep aisles clear – books or bags are tripping hazards and can
block the way in an emergency.
• Before you reach your stop, get ready to leave by getting your
books and belongings together.
• At your stop, wait for the bus to stop completely before getting
up from your seat, then walk to the front door and exit, using the
handrail.
Getting off the school bus
• If you have to cross the street in front of the bus, walk at least
ten feet ahead of the bus along the side of the road until you can
turn around and see the driver.
• Make sure that the driver can see you.
• Wait for a signal from the driver before beginning to cross.
• When the driver signals, walk across the road keeping an eye out
for sudden traffic changes.
• Do not cross the center line of the road until the driver has signaled that it is safe for you to begin walking.
• Stay away from the bus’ rear wheels at all times.
Correct way to cross the street
• Children should always stop at the curb or the edge of the road
and look left, then right, and then left again before crossing.
• They should continue looking in this manner until they are safely across.
• If student’s vision is blocked by a parked car or other obstacle,
they should move out to where drivers can see them and they can
see other vehicles -- then stop, and look left-right-and left again.
Source: www.nsc.org
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Fall Volunteer Opportunities
International Coastal Cleanup
Volunteers are needed to clean up local streams and trails. As part
of this international effort, Howard County’s Office of Environmental Sustainability is coordinating efforts locally on Saturday,
September 22 from 9 a.m. -12 p.m. Please contact Elissa Reineck
at ereineck@howardcountymd.gov or 410-313-1175 for more information and locations.
Watershed Committee Forming
Are you interested in the environment? Are you concerned about
improving the quality of our watershed and becoming involved in
projects in the village? The Village Board is forming a Committee of residents who will work toward these goals. If you are interested in becoming involved, please contact Dipper Wettstein at

dipper@brazzeldazzle.com or Susan Smith, the Village Manager,
at 410-531-1749.
Howard County Conservancy Seeks Volunteer Naturalists
Naturalists assist Conservancy staff during Fall field trips by leading nature-oriented hikes on the Conservancy’s property. Fall field
trips are offered during October and November and naturalists are
asked to lead a minimum of three hikes.
Training takes place Thursdays for the elementary program
and Tuesdays for the secondary program, 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.,
starting in early September. Participants will receive a manual and
learn ecological concepts as well as the history, plant life and wildlife of Howard County. The cost for materials is $10. Please call
410-465-8877 for more information and to register.
Become a Howard County Master Watershed Steward
The Howard County Watershed Stewards Academy invites volunteers to learn how to solve environmental problems in their community and find a local network of energized leaders.
In this new program, volunteers work with their communities
to assess watersheds, educate communities, reduce pollutants,
and coordinate action such as rain gardens and other “rainscaping techniques.”
Applications are due September 12, and there is a fee to enroll. Contact Barbara Schmeckpeper, 410-381-5279 or Sylvia
Huestis at howardwsa@gmail.com for more information.

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com
Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

Red Mango
443-546-4798

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Tower Federal Credit Union
301-497-7000

Everett Jewelers
410-531-7990

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

The UPS Store
410-531-9861

Giant Food
410-531-7831

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

River Hill Sports Grille
410-531-7900

Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052

Panda Kitchen
410-531-7866

Subway
410-531-7982
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Architectural News:
RAC MEETING DATES
Application Deadline

Meeting Date

September 7, 2012

September 19, 2012

September 21, 2012

October 3, 2012

October 5, 2012

October 17, 2012

October 26, 2012

November 7, 2012

Holiday RAC Deadline and Meeting Schedule
Application Deadline

Meeting Date

November 16, 2012

December 5, 2012

December 7, 2012

December 19, 2012

Fridays by 12 Noon

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m.
and applications are reviewed in the order that applicants signin. Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental
documentation, application amendments, or additional information that the RAC has requested.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agendas are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agendas are published in The Villager when the publication schedule
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision.
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

Upcoming RAC Agenda
September 19, 2012
6305 Departed Sunset Lane
6525 Autumn Wind Circle

Approved
6413 Reedy Song Knoll		 Generator
6473 River Run		 Walkway
6597 Autumn Wind Circle		 Tree Removal

AC Fast Track Decisions
Approved
6597 Autumn Wind Circle
6431 Morning Time Lane		
12256 Summer Sky Path		

Tree removal
Stones under deck
Tree Removal

Street Tree Trimming

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

August 1, 2012

Basketball Equipment,
Deck Stain
Deck

AC Decisions
August 15, 2012
Approved with Conditions
6529 Autumn Wind Circle
6351 Eastern Star Lane

Tree Removal
Shed

Pending
12101 Early Lilacs Path

Window Wells
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You may have noticed that some of the street trees in the village
have very low branches that are making it difficult to traverse the
sidewalks. The Association has been receiving many calls, particularly about certain sections of Great Star Drive and Summer
Sunrise Drive. The County is responsible for trimming of the street
trees. However, they have a limited maintenance budget and there
is a 7 – 12 year trim cycle for all roads. Due to the re-paving and

Architectural News:
re-striping of Great Star Drive, the Association is working with the
County to see if special attention can be devoted to this road.
However, residents may trim the lower branches of street trees
lining the roads in the Village after first notifying Howard County
Department of Public Works at 410-313-7450. Trees on residential property are the responsibility of the property owner and we
ask residents whose trees are making it difficult for pedestrians
and cyclists to get by to trim up the branches. Remember, on residential property an exterior alteration application may be required
for tree removal or installation. Please contact the Covenant Advisor at 410-531-1749 or covenants@villageofriverhill.org for
clarification.

Curbside Bulk Item Collection

Bulk Plastic Items
Bulk plastic items such as playhouses & play sets, totes,
sheds, lawn furniture and coolers can be recycled. Place these
items at the curb on your regular recycling day. Unlimited
amounts of recycling will be accepted.
Bulk Trash Items
Collections must be scheduled. Residents may call 410-3136444 to schedule a collection. Large trash items (individual items
which do not fit in trash cans) such as mattresses, box springs,
chairs, sofas, dressers and tables will be collected. Place these

items at the curb on your regular trash day. Maximum of 4 large
trash items will be collected per pick-up. Items must be able to be
lifted by two collection crew members (larger items will be tagged
and left for the resident’s disposal).
Bulk Metal Items
Collections must be scheduled. Residents may call 410-3136444 to schedule a collection. Bulk metal items include metal
swing sets, file cabinets, appliances, lawn
mowers, exercise equipment, etc. Please remove doors from refrigerators, and drain oil and gas from lawn mowers. NOTE: It is illegal for anyone except Howard County’s contractors to pick-up
scrap metal at the curb (Howard County Code 18.610).

What is junk to you could be a treasure
to someone else – really!
Before scheduling a pick up:
• Set your item at the curb with a FREE sign and support reuse!
• The Loading Dock (410-558-3625) will pick up reusable building supplies.
• Many charities will pick up household items such as furniture, clothes, toys and housewares. Just call to schedule: Salvation Army, AmVets, Purple Heart and Vietnam Vets.
• List items on Craigslist or FreeCycle. It’s easy, quick and free!

September 2012 • The River Hill Villager • 13

Fall Classes in
River Hill:
Abrakadoodle (Meeting Room)
M 10/8 - 11/12
10 - 10:45 a.m.
Call 410-381-5566 or visit www.abrakadoodle.com/MD004 for
information on their programs.

Arya Dance Class (Claret Hall)
Sa 9/15 - 12/15
9:15 - 11:45
Call 240-421-0020 or visit www.aryaintl.com.

Easy Method Driving School (Meeting Room)
M/W
ongoing
5:50 - 9:05 p.m.
Call 410-461-9090 or 1-877-461-9090 or
visit www.easymethoddrivingschool.com.

KidzArt (Claret Hall)				
T 9/11 - 11/13
1 - 2 p.m.
Call 410-489-0323 or visit www.KidzArtMD.com.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
Sat 9/20 - 11/29
10 - 10:45 a.m. Ages 0 - 5
Now registering for fall classes. For information call
301-758-0304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

Spanish Immersion Class (Meeting Room)
Th Classes beginning 9/8
10 - 10:30 a.m.
For more information, visit www.kidsforeignlanguages.com or
contact ken.kennedy2@gmail.com or 410-988-2103.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
7:30 - 8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Check out the River Hill Community
Association’s Facebook
page. “Like Us” to get
valuable information and
stay informed about activities
happening in Columbia.
14 • The River Hill Villager • September 2012

For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

Best Treatments Available
Reasonable Fees
Afternoon & Evening Appointments
Consultations are Free
Excellent Results
Super Smiles
The River Hill Village Center
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)
Offering the Best Treatments, including

Free Initial Consultation

410-381-1077
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Biking, continued from Page 1
To review the draft document, visit www.columbiaassociation.
com/content/GetInformed/ConnectingColumbia/.
While CA can undertake improvements on its open space, it
is necessary for the County, the State, private land owners, and
the community to work collaboratively to address such things as
roadway crossings, on-street bikeways, and major gaps in the
network. On Thursday September 4, the Toole Design Group, the
consultant for THHC will hold a community meeting to present
the Design Guidelines and a Site Development Plan for the first
phase of the multi-use pedestrian bicycle pathway connecting
Blandair Park to Howard County General Hospital. This meeting
is an opportunity for public engagement in the process of redeveloping Downtown Columbia and will be held at Slayton House at
6:30 p.m.
Meanwhile, the County is undertaking a Bicycle Master Plan
process and is working in partnership with the State and others
to improve connections. This includes a multijurisdictional effort
to build a safe bicycle commuter route connecting Clarksville with
Fort Meade. On Monday, September 24, representatives from the
State Highway Administration will meet with the Village Board
to present plans for this proposed route. The meeting is open to
the public and will be held at 7 p.m. in Claret Hall. The new bike
lanes along Great Star Drive are a critical component of this effort.
Grant funding is expected to enable the County to widen shoulders for cycling along a portion of Guilford Road. As part of this
route, SHA will implement a signing plan to provide directions and
promote shared use of the roadways by motorists and bicyclists
using funding received from the Maryland Bikeways Program. So,
more changes in our community are anticipated.
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River Hill Residents Getting Together!
Residents have had a fun summer celebrating with their neighbors using the River Hill Community Association Block Party Grants. Some people gathered to have an outdoor movie night
and others got together to celebrate National Night Out on August 7. Police officers, fire fighters
and safety mascots came out to visit with and educate residents about how to be safer in our
neighborhoods.
A big Thank You goes out to the residents who worked hard to plan their street events!
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AROUND TOWN
School’s Out Artsy Fun Day

Restored Woodlawn Slave Quarters Tour

The Columbia Art Center is offering an amazing day of creative fun
when Howard County schools are out of session. Full day camps
run from 7:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. and cost $45 per child. There is a
discount for registering more than one child and/or for multiple
dates. Go to www.columbiaartcenter.org/files/SchoolsOUT2012
for more information and the dates that the camp will be offered
during the 2012-2013 school year.

The Columbia Association is giving residents the rare opportunity
to step inside a 19th century stone building on Saturday, September 15 from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. The Woodlawn Slave Quarters located off of Bendix Road is believed to have been built in the early
1800s. Tour guides will be available when it’s opened to guide visitors through the two-room structure and provide historical information about the building.

Help a Child Thrive

MPEA Conservation Stewardship Project

A-OK (Assist OUR Kids) Mentoring – Tutoring, Inc. is seeking
adult volunteers to provide encouragement and support to selected Howard County public school students. Volunteers are asked
to commit to one hour/week for one school year to meet with their
student(s) individually or in small groups, during the school day
or in after school programs. Participating elementary schools are:
Atholton, Bryant Woods, Cradlerock, Deep Run, Forest Ridge,
Guilford, Hammond, Longfellow, Phelps Luck, Running Brook,
and Stevens Forest. There are also limited opportunities to meet
with older students.
If you are interested in helping a child succeed, and genuinely enjoy working with children, please visit the A-OK website
for more details: www.aokmentor.org and contact A-OK directly:
aokmentor@gmail.com or 410-730-6030.

On Tuesday, September 25 from 9:30 a.m. – 12 noon, volunteers
are requested to return to the riverside work area to remove invasive shrubs and vines from within the planted area and when
done there, venture along the river to de-vine mature, trailside
trees. The group will be meeting at the South Wind Circle Entrance to MPEA. There will also be a guest educator to teach about
deer ecology and deer population management. For more information, contact Aylene Gard at 410-992-9889 or Jeff Claffy at 410313-6209.
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Fishing Line Recycling
The Columbia Association Open Space is installing fishing line
recycling stations at various lakes and ponds in Columbia, including Jackson Pond (near the boat ramp). Recycling fishing line
is a sustainable practice that will help keep our lakes and ponds
clean, and animals healthy.

AROUND TOWN
Bernice Kish Gallery at Slayton House
Current Exhibit
Richard Paul Weiblinger will display his photography in an exhibit
entitled “Unique Visions” in the Bill White Room Gallery, and Maxine Taylor will show her mixed media work in an exhibit entitled
“Contemporary Movements” in the Lobby Gallery. The exhibit will
run from September 6 – October 6. This exhibit is part of the Howard County Road to the Arts. There will be a reception on Saturday, September 15 from 3 – 5 p.m. The public is invited to attend.
Refreshments and music. For more information, call 410-7303987 or 301-596-4883.

21st Annual Police Pace 5K
Participate in this annual race on Sunday, September 9 at 8:30
a.m. at Centennial Park in Ellicott City. Proceeds benefit charitable initiatives supported by the Howard County Police Foundation,
including a scholarship program honoring the sacrifice made by
officers who gave their lives in the line of duty. Children’s Activities include Face Painting, Balloons and more; Police Displays, including Motorcycles, Police K9s, and the Swat team. If you register
to run after August 31, $40 per person, or $55 per family of up to
four. Go to www.policepace.com for more information.

Free Film, Howard Community College
On Wednesday, September 19 at 12:30 p.m., there will be a free
showing of The Body Beautiful (1991). This bold, stunning exploration of a white mother who undergoes a radical mastectomy and
her black daughter who embarks on a modeling career reveals the
profound effects of body image and the strain of racial and sexual identity on their charged, intensely loving bond. The filmmaker

plumbs the depths of maternal strength and daughterly devotion
in an unforgettable tribute starring her real-life mother, Madge
Onwurah. 23 minutes.The film will be shown in Monteaboro Recital Hall and is free to the public.

Safe Driving Presentations for
High School Parking Passes
High school students who plan to drive to school any time during
the 2012-13 school year must attend a Safe Driving Presentation
with a parent/guardian in order to obtain a parking pass. Presentations will be held at Atholton and Reservoir on Sept. 4 at 7 p.m.
Visit www.hcpss.org/news/newsletter/index.shtml for other presentation dates. Students and parents may attend the presentation at any high school. Please arrive early to register. Permit cost
is $15.

Bay-Wise Garden Tour
The Howard County Master Gardeners invite you to take a free
tour of a local garden in Columbia on Saturday, September 8
from 1 – 4 p.m. The garden features many Bay-Wise practices designed to improve the health of the Chesapeake Bay. Visitors will
enjoy meandering pathways, native plantings, and storm water
management practices all in an environmentally friendly wildlife
retreat. Native plants will be on sale. For more information, email
jacobymelissa@hotmail.com.

LAWN MOWER LIST
Mathew Bleakney, 6508 Waving Tree Ct., 410-531-5391
Joshua Clemens, 7071 Garden Walk, 410-531-7595
Christopher Jaczun, 443-670-4374
Kevin Johnson, 6112 Eternal Ocean Pl., 443-896-8469
Updated 5/1/12
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COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS
For All Your Home Improvement Needs

Air Conditioning & Heating Made Easy

Specializing in Decks, Wood Floors, Painting, Basements, Kitchens, Bathrooms, Drywall Repairs, Trim Work, Wood Rot and so
much more. No job is too small. Call J.C. Wood Construction at
443-878-5598. River Hill resident, MHIC #94906.

Need your Furnace or Heat Pump or Air Conditioner replaced?
Need a Humidifier or Air Cleaner? Call Donnie at 301-854-9994.
Licensed and Insured. River Hill resident. MD State HVACR
Lic#01-7754.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting –
Our Passion is Our Pets
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday, overnight) New client Discount. Contact:
www.PetsittingMd.com; C443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Guitar Lessons
Private acoustic or electric guitar or ukulele lessons for all levels, from absolute beginner to advanced performer! Learn any
genres/songs you want! Skilled, experienced instructor and local
performer w/BA in Music from an accredited University. Call Eric
443-756-5266.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand
running, waiting for service technicians, organizing projects, and
special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771,
bev@tsadvantage.com, www.tsadvantage.com.

Tutor
Reading and Math K-5, Lab School Trained, Former Teacher. Certified in Orton-Gillingham and Phono-Graphix. Specializing in
children with Learning Differences. Ginny Ward 410-992-1885,
ginnyward@verizon.net.

For Sale
GE Profile 30 inch Smooth Surface Downdraft Electric Cooktop in
White - $250. Mint condition – changing to black. Phone 410-5318919 Evenings.

Save This Ad – Handyman
Tree/Shrub, Gutter, Landscape, Roof, Siding/Trim, Vent, Masonry/Brick, Fence, Carpentry, Drywall, Patios/Steps/Walls, Drainage, Skylight Cleaning, Painting, Deck, Chimney, Caulking, Flood
Light Bulbs, Senior/Business Retrofit, Child/Pet/Pest Barriers.
Call Mike 410-290-9728.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration!
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support including Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more.
Contact Beverly Johnston, 410-428-6771, bev@tsadvantage.com,
www.tsadvantage.com.
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Clarksville Rotary
Clarksville Rotary meets every Tuesday morning 7:45 a.m. – 9:00
a.m. at Claret Hall in River Hill. Everyone is welcome to stop by
and see how the Clarksville Rotary supports your Community.
Contact John Moseman if you have any questions 410-935-7185.
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