Claret Hall will be closed
August 23 for maintenance and
September 2 for Labor Day.
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River Hill Village Board Focuses on
Development Issues
Due to the Comprehensive Zoning process occurring at the County level and development changes being proposed along
the MD 108 corridor, the River Hill Village
Board of Directors (RHBOD) has recently
been very focused on development issues.
At their July 8 meeting, the RHBOD heard
from a number of residents regarding the
impact of development on the community
and discussed zoning changes being considered during the County’s Comprehensive Zoning Process. Mary Kay Sigaty, who
represents the River Hill community on the
County Council, also attended the meeting. Ms. Sigaty was able to hear directly

from residents and the Village Board, and
she also provided clarification and updates
relating to zoning changes in the Clarksville/River Hill area.
As part of its Comprehensive Zoning
testimony, the RHBOD requested that the
County conduct a comprehensive analysis of MD 108 in the Clarksville/River
Hill area. The goal is for the County to develop an integrated master plan that will
guide future growth. The RHBOD requested that the plan address the impact of development on residential areas, aesthetics,
improvements to the streetscape, traffic

Continued on Page 4
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

Board Highlights . . .
July 8, 2013
•

•

•

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Monday/Tuesday/Thursday
9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Wednesday/Friday
9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m.–Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

•

•

Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org
Covenant Advisor:
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org
Facility Coordinator:
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org
Communications & Events Coordinator:
Maureen Cogan, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Administrative Assistant:
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

•
•
•
•

Board Meeting Schedule

RIVER HILL BOARD
Melissa Bradshaw....................................................................571-243-9462
Kathy Chavers (Development & Open Space).....Kathy.Chavers@gmail.com
Jenny Chu (Special Events)....................................... jennyzchu@yahoo.com
Kenny Kan, Chairperson (Financial Matters)................ kwtkan@hotmail.com
Dengfeng Liu............................................................................. liudf@jhu.edu
Liyan Zhang, Vice Chair (Development &
Open Space)........................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Kaede Johnson, Tiffany Kan
(Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Michael Cornell

•

Heard from Robert Runser, Master Plan Committee Chairperson, who spoke about the importance of public safety, traffic congestion, and pedestrian and bike accessibility and the
need to consider development along the MD 108 corridor in a
comprehensive fashion.
Heard from the following residents who expressed concern
with the re-development plans presented by the River Hill
Garden Center: Tim Shaw, David Elsaesser, Melissa Purdue,
and Rong Guo.
Heard from the following residents who expressed concern
about the future development of the 66 acre parcel owned
by W.R. Grace and currently up for sale: Saed Rahwanji and
Andy Coon.
Heard from Mary Kay Sigaty, Howard County Council, regarding the comprehensive zoning process as it relates to the
Grace Drive properties requesting zoning changes, the re-development plans for the River Hill Garden Center, the Hoddinott property on Guilford Road, and the Donaldson Funeral
Home proposal.
Received an update on the River Hill Pool season from Heather Anderson, Pool Manager, and Adam Scott, West Side Pools
Supervisor.
Approved testimony to the County Council on the comprehensive zoning changes proposed for the River Hill/Clarksville
area along MD 108.
Agreed to request covenants and restrictions for uses permitted on 7410 Grace Drive, 7400 Grace Drive, and 7450 Grace
Drive.
Interviewed and appointed Peter Robinson to the Resident Architectural Committee.
Approved Timothy McCormack, Ballard Spahr, LLP, as the association’s Resident Agent.
Minutes Approved: June 10, 2013.

301-742-2761

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Maureen Cogan:
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Producation: www.realfreshcreative.com

All meetings are held in Claret Hall at the River Hill Village
Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior
to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident
Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you have written
material you would like the Board to review, please drop it by
the village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved minutes are available for review at the village office. For
additional information, please contact the village office.
NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: August 12 and September 16 at 7
p.m. Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board
Meeting Agendas & Minutes.

Receive Village News by Email
Sign up for the association’s listserv
by visiting www.villageofriverhill.org.
Click on “Receive Village News by Email” and select
the categories in which you are interested.
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Council Corner: Pools and the Budget
The big story in late July was the controversy over the proposal to create a heated outdoor pool in Dorsey’s Search that would be
open 8-10 months out of the year vs. the current summer months.
This project was not a part of the Aquatics Master Plan that was
more than one year in the making. Scheduled for a vote at the July
25th Board meeting, the project was pulled from the agenda at the
request of management. The net impact is the project is no longer
on a fast track and will instead be considered during the FY 201516 budget process currently under way.
While many in the community were unhappy about the sudden appearance of this project, having fears it would supplant
recommendations in the Aquatics Plan to enclose a pool on the
eastern side of Columbia, the processes we have in place worked.
Management needs Board approval to proceed with a project. The
Board had “adopted” the Aquatics Plan — a strategic document
— based on research, data and community input. The Dorsey’s
Search project simply does not exist within the plan.
With all of the priorities the Board currently has, planned and
required by regulations such as the Americans with Disabilities
Act, we are already looking at very heavy investment in upgrading our current infrastructure, relocating CA’s headquarters into
its own building, and upgrading pools and village center meeting
spaces. Among projects in the queue are the new dog park, a clubhouse at Hobbits Glen, and completion of the pathway around
Lake Kittamaqundi.
This is the backdrop against which a few Board members
were proposing to cut the lien rate. This cut in the rate would effectively reduce revenue by over a million dollars a year. That
reduction also impacts our ability to borrow to pay for capital improvements. I believe it would be negligent to tell CA management
to move forward on all these projects with fewer dollars. To do so
would require cuts in facilities and/or services. I did not see any
village volunteer to close a pool, or tot lot, or eliminate before and
after school programs to help fund a rate reduction — that would
save the average homeowner $2 per month.
The budget, an expression of the strategic goals and priorities
of the elected Board, is an incredibly complex relationship of revenue sources, operating expenses, maintenance of bond ratings,
balancing long-term and short-term debt, and fees for programs
and services. While some Board members seem to struggle with
some financial concepts, the Board as a whole understands these
relationships and authorized the parameters for the FY 2015-16
budget leaving the lien rate at 70 cents — with no increase — and
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leaving the rate cap at 2.5 percent. These constraints make management’s job tough — but not tougher than need be.
Lowering the rate, thus increasing the need for long term
debt and reducing the ability to service the debt while continuing to maintain or add programs, is not a prudent response to the
needs of the greater community. CA is coming off its strongest financial year ever. We are financially strong and will continue to
be. To artificially create a budgetary crisis by reducing revenue is
bad for business, it’s bad for residents, and it’s bad for maintaining home values.
And what about the Dorsey’s Search pool? While I don’t expect to see the project to survive the Budget process intact, we will
have to wait and see.
Michael Cornell, River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
cell: 301-742-2761 home: 410-531-9340
michaelcornell@comcast.net
The views presented herein represent those of the author only and
do not necessarily represent those of the River Hill Community Association Board of Directors.

Development Update from Page 1
flow, pedestrian and bike accessibility and safety, and other issues affecting the quality of life for residents and others utilizing
the MD 108 corridor. The RHBOD feels strongly that this plan be
developed prior to approving changes, including any re-development plans for the River Hill Garden Center. In its testimony, the
RHBOD also asked the County Council to consider reversing the
River Hill Garden Center’s zoning from B-1 to R-20, and making
changes to the funeral home and mortuary zoning regulations.
At the July 8 RHBOD meeting, Ms. Sigaty announced that
Marsha McLaughlin, Director of the Department of Planning and
Zoning, has agreed to commit resources to examine the Clarksville
area. The RHBOD looks forward to learning more about what this
will entail and hopes that a plan can be developed that balances
the needs of all stakeholders.		
The RHBOD has also initiated the process for obtaining covenants and use restrictions on the three properties on Grace Drive
where zoning changes have been requested: 7400 Grace Drive
(W.R. Grace), 7450 Grace Drive (W.R. Grace), and 7410 Grace
Drive (Chesapeake Conference of Seventh Day Adventists). The
RHBOD has requested that the restrictions also extend to the 66
acre parcel owned by W.R. Grace that is adjacent to residential
properties and the current W.R. Grace campus. The RHBOD has
requested that the following uses be excluded from the Graceowned properties: funeral homes, cemeteries and mausoleums,
ambulatory health care facilities, commercial communication antennas, commercial communication towers, day treatment and
care facilities, hotels, motels, country inns and conference centers, Housing Commission housing developments, adult book
stores, convenience stores, drug and cosmetic stores, carryout
restaurants, specialty stores, gasoline service stations, and public
utility uses. The RHBOD has requested that the following uses be
excluded from the property owned by the Seventh Day Adventists:
adult live entertainment establishments, ambulatory health care
facilities, commercial communication antennas, commercial communication towers, concert halls, day treatment or care facilities,
funeral homes, adult book or video stores, hotels, motels, conference centers and country inns, retail stores carryout restaurants,

cemeteries and mausoleums and public utility uses.
More recently, Greenstone Ventures has submitted their
plans for Clarksville Commons, the Gateway School redevelopment project, to the County (Site Development Plan 13-079).
Greenstone Ventures has requested a reduction in the permitted
building setback from the road right-of-way. During the administrative hearing on this issue, the association provided verbal testimony. The RHBOD will continue to review the plans and provide
comments to the County. Meanwhile, association staff is coordinating a community presentation on the project. Residents will be
notified of the date and time.

New Preschool Coming to Village
Preschoolers and their families will have an exciting new option this fall. Longfellow Nursery School, a dedicated community
of teachers and families operating since 1971, will hold its classes
for 2, 3, and 4-year olds in the Meeting Room during the 2013-14
school year.
As a cooperative preschool, LNS is based on the belief that
children and parents both benefit when parents take an active role
in their children’s education. Each class offers a play-based curriculum that engages children’s physical, emotional, social, creative, and cognitive selves. Four highly educated and experienced
teachers lead the classes and parents take turns assisting in the
classroom.
The approach has been so successful that some LNS “graduates” return and enroll their own children in the preschool they
once attended.
Classes will begin in early September at The Meeting Room,
6330 Trotter Rd., Clarksville. The 2s class meets Tuesdays and

Thursdays from 9 to 10:30 a.m. (but will extend to an 11 a.m. dismissal time in October and an 11:30 a.m. dismissal time in January.). The 3s class meets Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from
9 to 11:30 am. The 4s class meets Mondays through Thursdays
from 12:45 to 3:15 p.m.
For more information, visit the school website at www.lnscolumbia.org or contact the VP of Enrollment at lnscolumbia@gmail.
com or 571-242-5666.

New Fitness Pass a Great Value
for Active Adults 65+
Active adults who are 65 years old and up can now take advantage of Columbia Association’s (CA) new 6-Class Pass, which
gives them access to six of CA’s most popular group fitness classes at Columbia Athletic Club. For just $42, active adults — who
do not need to be CA members — can start their new daily routine
with six sessions that normally would cost up to $100 combined.
The class schedule through Aug. 31 is:
• Sunday, 8:30 a.m., Express Zumba Gold® (studio 1)
• Sunday, 8:30 a.m., Tai Chi (studio 2)
• Monday, 10:40 a.m., BodyVive (studio 1)
• Monday, 12:15 p.m., Joints in Motion (studio 1)
• Monday, 5:30 p.m., BodyVive (studio 1)
• Monday, 6:30 p.m., Aqua Arthritis (pool)
• Tuesday, 10:35 a.m., Basic Aerobics (studio 1)
• Wednesday, 6 p.m., BodyVive (studio 1)
• Wednesday, 6:30 p.m., Aqua Arthritis (pool)
• Thursday, 9:30 a.m., BodyVive (studio 1)
• Thursday, 12:30 p.m., Aqua Arthritis Plus (pool)
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•

Friday, 9:30 a.m., Aqua Arthritis Plus (pool)
The schedule will change as of Sept. 1. Updated schedules
and class descriptions can be found at the Columbia Athletic
Club front desk and at www.columbiaassociation.org. Checkin is required five minutes before all classes. Pre-registration for
BodyVive and Tai Chi begins 25 hours in advance by calling Columbia Athletic Club’s front desk at 410-730-6744. No registration required for the other classes.
The 6-Class Pass is available for purchase at Columbia Athletic Club, which is located at 5435 Beaverkill Road in the village
of Harper’s Choice. The card is valid 30 days from purchase date.
Proof of age is required. Some fees and restrictions may apply. Columbia Athletic Club is closed from Aug. 19 through Aug. 25 for
its annual shutdown.
After completing all six classes, active adults will receive a
coupon for a discount on a membership or toward a fee-based
group fitness class (coupons subject to change). They will also be
entered for a chance to a win a complimentary golf foursome at
Fairway Hills Golf Club.

Local Farms Offer Produce
and More
Summer and fall are great times to enjoy being outdoors,
pick up fresh fruit and veggies, and support local farms. Here’s a
listing of farms that are close by that will serve you well into the winter.
Clark’s Elioak Farm
10500 Route 108, Ellicott City, MD
410-730-4049
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www.clarklandfarm.com
Beautiful family farm and home of “The Enchanted Forest” offering a petting farm, hayrides, pony rides, birthday parties and
more plus Clark’s Never Sell the Land grass-fed beef and homegrown produce.
Larriland Farm
2415 Woodbine Road, Woodbine, MD
410-422-2605
www.pickyourown.com
Seasonal activities including hay-rides, a haunted barn for
tots in the fall, and concessions plus top quality pick-your-own
fruits and vegetables and farm market.
Sharp’s at Waterford Farm
4003 Jennings Chapel Road, Brookeville, MD
410-489-2572
www.sharpfarm.com
Educational field trips, greenhouses, summer camps, fall
pumpkins, corn maze, hayrides, farm animals, bee-hives, a cotton
field, popcorn and more.
Triadelphia Lake View Farm
15155 Triadelphia Mill Rd, Glenelg, MD
410-489-4460
www.tlvtreefarm.com
Working family farm that provides fresh produce, meats, eggs,
pumpkins, and fall educational tours. Come see farm animals,
take a hayride, and cut your own Christmas tree. Volunteers needed for 2013

Columbia BikeAbout
Volunteers are needed for Columbia Association’s (CA) annual
Columbia BikeAbout, a free event being held this year on Saturday, September 21, organized by CA and the Columbia Archives.
The volunteers will assist with traffic control, directions and
registration, and they will act as guides along the 10-mile route.
Flexible shifts are available between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 2
p.m. Training — and a free T-shirt — will be provided for those volunteering to help.
BikeAbout is a popular event that attracts several hundred
riders each year. The route takes advantage of Columbia’s extensive path system and highlights Columbia’s historic and natural
beauty. This year’s route, which will start and end at Lake Elkhorn, will take riders on a winding route through sections of Owen
Brown and Kings Contrivance.
Features on the BikeAbout will include:
• Street name origins
• Atholton Shopping Center
• Kings Contrivance restaurant
• Iris Hill
• Guilford Pratt Truss Bridge
For more information on volunteering, please email Columbia.Archives@ColumbiaAssociation.org or call Jeannette Lichtenwalner at 410-715-6781. And to sign up to ride in this year’s
BikeAbout, please go to www.BikeAbout.Eventbrite.com.

For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

Best Treatments Available
Reasonable Fees
Afternoon & Evening Appointments
Consultations are Free
Excellent Results
Super Smiles
The River Hill Village Center
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)
Offering the Best Treatments, including

Free Initial Consultation

410-381-1077
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School News
Summer/Fall Classes
in River Hill:
Booty Beat (Claret Hall)
M ongoing
6:30–7:30 p.m.
Call 410-794-6757 or visit www.dmikolasko.zumba.com.

Easy Method Driving School (Meeting Room)
M/W ongoing
5:50–9:05 p.m.
Call 410-461-9090 or 1-877-461-9090 or
visit www.easymethoddrivingschool.com.

Fit Kidz (Meeting Room)
Sat July 20 - Aug. 31
9-11 a.m.
Call 301-332-0411 or cheria.blomme@gmail.com

Longfellow Nursery School (Meeting Room) NEW!
T/Th		
2yrs
9 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.*
M/W/F
3 yrs
9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
M-TH		
4 yrs
12:45 – 3:15 p.m.
*2yr old class time is extended over time to 2.5 hrs.
Now registering for the 2013-2014 school year. Classes begin
September 4.
For information visit www.lnscolumbia.org, email lnscolumbia@gmail.com, or call Amy at 571-242-5666.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
Th ongoing
10–10:45 a.m.
Ages 0–5
Now registering for fall classes. For information call 301-7580304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

Sylvan Learning (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
4:30-6:30 pm
Call 410-740-8331 or e-mail Sylvan.EllicottCity@SylvanLearning.com to register.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
7:30–8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Zumba® (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
9:30–10:30 a.m. and 6–7 p.m.
Call 410-794-6757 or visit www.dmikolasko.zumba.com.
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Fall Sports
If you’re interested in trying out for high school athletics in
the fall of 2013, you’ll be glad to know that the Maryland State
Board of Education approved moving the first day of fall sports
tryouts and practices to Wednesday, August 14, 2013. Please
contact Elizabeth DeFrances if you have any questions at Elizabeth_Defrances@hcpss.org.

Important Atholton HS Dates
There are many activities related to the upcoming school year
that will take place soon for Atholton High School. Save the dates
for these important events:
• Fall Sports Tryouts on August 14
• New Student Orientation on August 22
• First Day of School on August 26
• Back-to-School Night on September 3
Please contact the school at 410-313-7065 with questions.

Back-to-School Nights
Parents are invited to meet school staff and learn about classroom procedures during Back-to-School Night this fall. A schedule of the dates, grade levels and times for each school is available

School News
online at www.hcpss.org/schools/backtoschool.shtml. Parents
are advised to confirm the date and time with their child’s school
in case of last minute changes.

New Assistant Principal at
Atholton High School
Over the summer Mr. Vandenberge was named as the Principal at Lake Elkhorn Middle School. Although Mr. Vandenberge
was only at Atholton High School (AHS) for one school year, he had
become an integral part of the Raider Nation, and he will be greatly missed. AHS welcomes new Assistant Principal, Mr. Patrick Scible. Mr. Scible comes to AHS from Glenelg High School, where he
has been a Social Studies teacher.

AHS Student Parking for
Seniors Only
Fall Safe Driving Meetings will be held Wednesday, August 14
and Tuesday, August 27 at 7 p.m. in the AHS cafeteria. Seniors
who are interested in purchasing a parking permit must attend
a safe parking presentation accompanied by a parent or guardian. Due to the limited parking spaces this school year, only seniors will be allowed to obtain permits. In addition, not all seniors

are guaranteed to be issued a permit. The school hopes to have
enough spaces to accommodate all seniors wanting to park; however, permits will be issued on a first-come, first-served basis.
AHS cannot guarantee that there will be enough permits for all
interested seniors. Questions regarding safe driving and student
parking may be emailed to Patrick Scible, Assistant Principal at
patrick_scible@hcpss.org.

Help In-Need Students
“Prepare for Success”
School supplies for some students are in short supply — but
the community can make a difference and, in turn, help them
make the grade for the 2013-14 school year.
Columbia Association (CA) is once again participating in Prepare for Success (www.prepareforsuccess.org), a local program
that provides free school supplies to students whose families
could not otherwise afford them. These students are better able to
succeed in school due to having the needed supplies.
“Despite the fact that Howard County, Maryland, is one of the
richest counties in the nation, more than 9,500, or 18.2 percent,
of its public school students must rely on the Free and Reduced
Meal program for nutritious food their families cannot afford,”
says the Prepare for Success website. “More than 540 of these
students are categorized as homeless. For the growing number of
families who can barely keep up with high food, fuel, and shelter
costs, buying expensive, required school supplies is next to impossible.”
More than 24,000 backpacks filled with school supplies have
been provided since 2002 to county public school system students
of all ages who are in need, according to the Prepare for Success
website. Other supplies are also distributed throughout the year.
How can you help?
Tax-deductible monetary donations for supplies may be donated via the Community Action Council of Howard County’s
website at cac-hc.org/CAC/cac_makeadonation.htm or sent to
Community Action Council/Prepare For Success, 6751 Columbia
Gateway Drive, Columbia, MD 21046.
Or, if you would prefer to donate school supplies, CA has collection boxes in many of its facilities, including CA Headquarters
(located at 10221 Wincopin Circle in downtown Columbia), the
Columbia Art Center (located at 6100 Foreland Garth in the Long
Reach Village Center), its three fitness facilities and the 10 village
offices. School supplies are being collected at Claret Hall until August 17. Please donate new items only.
The needed supplies include, but are not limited to:
• backpacks
• plastic pencil boxes
• 3-hole lined paper
• 2-inch, 3-ring binders
• highlighters
• glue sticks
• colored pencils
• No. 2 pencils
• marble composition books • 1-subject spiral notebooks
• pocket folders
Prepare for Success is a project sponsored by Community Action Council of Howard County; Howard County Library; Howard
County PTA Council; Howard County Public School System; and
Columbia Association. For more information, call 443-535-1625.
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Architectural News
AC Decisions

RAC MEETING DATES
Application Deadline

Meeting Date

July 26, 2013

August 7, 2013

August 9, 2013

August 21, 2013

August 23, 2013

September 4, 2013

September 4, 2013

September 18, 2013

September 20, 2013

October 2, 2013

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

Fridays by 12 Noon

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m.
Applications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign-in.
Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental documentation, application amendments, or additional information
that the RAC has requested.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agendas are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agendas are published in The Villager when the publication schedule
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision.
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

Upcoming RAC Agendas
August 7, 2013
6013 Pure Sky Place
		
5962 Gentle Call
6056 Ascending Moon Path
5956 Gentle Call
6330 Trotter Road
6413 Distant Melody Place
		
6341 Daring Prince Way
6043 Red Clover Lane

Lighting (Exterior),
Shed/Playhouse
Deck
Patio, Walkway
Walkway
Fence
Lighting, Painting, Staining,
Residing, Retaining Wall
Tree Removals
Landscaping: Trees

The August 21, 2013 Agenda will be posted at Claret Hall and
available online at www.villageofriverhill.org/covenant-info/ beginning August 12, 2013.
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July 17, 2013
Approved
6522 River Run
6151 Daylong Lane
5725 Whistling Winds Walk
6522 Barley Corn Row
6300 Mellow Twilight Court
		

Fence: Split Rail
Door: Front
Deck
Door: Garage
Lighting (Exterior), Tree
Removal

Approved with Condition(s)
6133 Rippling Water Walk
		
		
12032 Distant Thunder Trail

Basketball Pole, Fence, Tree
Addition, Vent, Vegetable
Garden
Walkway

Fast Track - AC Decisions
Approved
6461 Onward Trail
6308 Departed Sunset Lane
Appeal Hearing(s)
None

Tree Removal
Deck: Material Change

Architectural News
Sidewalk & County Right of
Way Maintenance
In Howard County it is the duty and obligation of the owner
of a property abutting a public right of way to maintain the abutting sidewalk, driveway apron or County grassy area within the
public right-of way so that it is safe for public use. This includes
the mowing of these grassy areas in the summer and snow removal from the sidewalks in the winter. Sometimes when rear
or side yards back up to a street, such as along Great Star Drive
and Angel Rose Court, these areas can be forgotten. The owners
of these properties should be maintaining the sidewalks and the
grassy areas as part of their seasonal property maintenance. If you
are in doubt about your responsibilities you may consult your plat
plan or call the Village office at 410-531-1749.

Improve Your
Garden’s Yield
Growing some of your own food has
become a popular activity for many these
days, whether it is a pot on a patio or deck or a garden plot. Some
fruits and veggies need help with cross pollination, but even those
that do not produce better fruit if pollinators (think bees, honey-

bees, bumblebees, flies) visit the flower. So when planting your
garden please remember to plant some flowers and herbs that
will attract pollinators! Encourage pollinators to visit by planting
many types of flowering plants around your garden and landscape
and limit pesticide use. (It can kill pollinators, especially if applied
during the part of the day when they are active. Please read labels
carefully.) Not only will you have better yields, but your garden
will be more beautiful.
This tip was provided by the Howard County Master Gardeners.

Watershed Committee Tip of the Month:

Give Your Lawn a Rest
Let your lawn hibernate over the summer.
During heat waves with little rain, we are often inclined to
turn on sprinklers for the grass. Not necessary. In fact, all that
watering encourages the growth of crab grass and summer weeds.
At that point, we reach for the herbicides, and a vicious cycle is
born: sprinkling and spraying, sprinkling and spraying. A good
portion of the water also runs off onto the driveway, sidewalk or
road, sending lawn chemicals and other pollution to our streams,
rivers and the Chesapeake Bay.
Most Maryland lawns are cool season grasses (fescues, bluegrasses, ryegrasses). They are designed to go semi-dormant over
the summer, and we wake them at our peril. Here are some lawncare tips that will conserve water and reduce pollution to the bay:
• Grass should be cut no shorter than 3 or 3 ½ inches. This
taller grass will encourage deeper, drought- and pest-resistant roots and shade out weeds.
• Let the lawn go dormant over the summer.
• Consider replacing some portions of your lawn with grasses
and other plants that are naturally drought-resistant.
•

•
•

If you absolutely can’t resist watering:
Water only when grass shows signs of wilting. Water early in
the morning to reduce evaporation. Deep, slow watering a
couple times a week is less harmful than frequent, short watering. Stop watering when the water runs onto pavement.
Direct water to the soil at the base of plants. Excess water on
leaves can increase the chance of disease.
Occasional overhead watering during hot, dry weather can
provide moisture for spiders and other beneficial insects.
Overhead watering should be done only in the early morning.
Sources: Maryland Cooperative Extension

August 2013 • The River Hill Villager • 11

AROUND TOWN
BikeAbout

Job Club

CA is hosting the annual BikeAbout on Saturday, September 21,
from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., starting at Lake Elkhorn in Owen
Brown. The free 11-mile ride is a self-guided, history-filled tour
through Columbia. This year’s route takes riders through parts
of Owen Brown and Kings Contrivance. A shorter route will also
be offered for those who wish to do an easier ride. Registration is
encouraged and ends on September 13. Learn more or register at
BikeAbout.Eventbrite.com.

Run by Pinnacle Empowerment Center for women, this program
is designed to motivate job seekers and connect them with needed resources to expand their networks to land the ideal job. They
meet the first Fridays at 10 a.m. at Wegman’s Columbia, 8855
McGaw Road, second floor. Free and open to adults. Space is limited, so an RSVP is required by Wednesday prior to the meeting.
New Job Club clients receive complementary one-month subscription to Pinnacle Empowerment’s Virtual Career Center. Contact
Cindy at 410-782-3004, Ext. 501 or cindy@empowerctr.org or visit
www.EmpowerCtr.org.

Smartphones and Smart Teens
Are you a parent struggling with the boundaries of online monitoring and cell phone usage? Are you concerned about online
safety? Are you concerned about what your teen is doing online?
Come and learn what is appropriate and what can be harmful
from a panel of community members. After presentations from
each panel member; all parents will have the opportunity to take
part in an open discussion or submit questions anonymously, depending on their comfort level. This event is Thursday, August
22 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at The Bain Center, 5470 Ruth Keeton
Way, Columbia. This event is free and space is limited, so please
pre-register by calling 410-313- 1940 or emailing children@howardcountymd.gov.

Calling All Artists
The Meeting House Gallery at Oakland Mills Interfaith Center is
accepting applications for artists for their “Season of Light” exhibit
beginning in November 2013 and for a nature exhibit beginning in
January 2014. For applications and information about exhibiting
at the gallery, visit www.themeetinghouse.org/gallery.htm.

English Conversation Class
Is English your second (or third) language? Practice speaking and listening in a small group. Wednesdays 7:45-8:45 p.m.
at the Miller Branch Library, 9421 Frederick Rd, Ellicott City.
No registration required.

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com
Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

Red Mango
443-546-4798

Subway
410-531-7982

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Everett Jewelers
410-531-7990

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

Tower Federal Credit Union
301-497-7000

Giant Food
410-531-7831

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

The UPS Store
410-531-9861

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052

Panda Kitchen
410-531-7866

River Hill Sports
Grille
410-531-7900
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Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860

AROUND TOWN
Science Club
Explore science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) concepts in this class for science lovers. Ages 11 to 17. The topic
Wednesday, August 21 is Fossils. Begins at 7 p.m. at the Miller
Branch Library, 9421 Frederick Rd, Ellicott City. Registration required by calling 410-313-1950.

Comics, Graphic Novels & Manga–Oh My!
Learn the differences among these three forms of sequential art.
Discussion includes creating comics, attending comic conventions, and discovering Howard County Library System’s sequential art collection. Thursday, August 22 at 7 p.m. at the Central
Branch Library, 10375 Little Patuxent Pkwy, Columbia. Registration required by calling 410-313-7800.

A-OK (Assist OUR Kids)
Mentoring-Tutoring, Inc.
A-OK is actively recruiting adult volunteers to be mentor-tutors to
Howard County public school students who can benefit from extra
encouragement and attention. Volunteers meet with students individually or in small groups, during the school day and in after
school programs. A-OK seeks dependable community members
who enjoy being with children and care strongly about the success
of all children. Volunteers commit to one hour per week for one

school year. Participating elementary schools are Atholton, Bryant
Woods, Cradlerock, Deep Run, Forest Ridge, Guilford, Longfellow,
Phelps Luck, Running Brook, Stevens Forest. For more details
and orientation dates, email aokmentor@gmail.com; or call Margie Rapport at 410-381-1084. The website address is www.aokmentor.org.

Movie Nights at the Wine Bin
Saturday nights from now through fall. Bring your chairs and a
picnic and enjoy your favorite classics outdoors in Historic Ellicott
City. Popcorn and candy sold to benefit local charities. Other activities include, wine tastings and shopping. For more information
visit www.winebinec.com or call 410- 465-7802.

Lawn Mower List
Mathew Bleakney
6508 Waving Tree Ct.. . . . . . . . 410-531-5391
Joshua Clemens
7071 Garden Walk. . . . . . . . . . 410-531-7595
Christopher Jaczun. . . . . . . . . 443-670-4374
Kevin Johnson
6112 Eternal Ocean Place . . . . 443-896-8469
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COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED: RHCA is Seeking a
Property Standards Evaluator
Part-time grant, funded position. Conduct visual inspections of all
residential properties in the Village of River Hill. Self-starter with
excellent communication & computer skills. Must have reliable
transportation and the ability to conduct site visits. Send letter of
interest and resume to manager@villageofriverhill.org. Only qualified candidates will be contacted for interviews.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting
Our Passion is Your Pets
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday, overnight) New Client Discount. Jobs available: pet lovers,
please apply. Contact: www.PetSittinginMd.com; 443-745-8309;
jneckritz@comcast.net.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand running, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771,
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Air Conditioning & Heating Made Easy
Need your Furnace or Heat Pump or Air Conditioner replaced?
Need a Humidifier or Air Cleaner? Call Donnie at 301-854-9994.
Licensed and Insured. River Hill resident. MD State HVACR License #01-7754.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration!

Antiques and Estates Wanted!

Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support including Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more.
Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com
or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture, Art, Silver,
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+yr experience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Power Washing & Exterior
House Cleaning

In Home Personal Training
Did you always want to start an exercise program but did not
know how? Is sticking with a program difficult? I offer fun and effective program designs tailored to your personal goals. For more
details feel free to contact me: Monica, Certified Personal Trainer
at tennisme3@gmail.com or 443-415-8081.

Professional Tutoring in
Math, Hebrew & Judaic Studies
Monte Reiser, MS in Electrical Engineering. Summer tutoring
in the comfort of your own home to reinforce essential Math topics. Tutoring elementary through high school. Remember HCPSS
begins late August! SAT/ACT Prep. Special needs welcome. Math
& Hebrew — all grades. Manage Hebrew tutoring program in Howard County Temple. Bar/Bat Mitzvah studies. 443-896-4527 or
montereiser@gmail.com.
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Does your house look dirty and the siding look dingy? Let us hand
scrub your siding and power wash it sparkling clean! We do decks
too! Reasonable prices and quality work. Call Mark at 410-9354686.

Registration Deadline: Friday, August 30!
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