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21st Annual Report for our Community:

River Hill Almost Complete with 7000+ Residents

T

he River Hill Community Association was incorporated on August 13,
1991. Almost 21 years later, the village is home to over 7000 residents and
completely built out except for the single
parcel adjacent to Giant. Over time the Association has transitioned its focus from
new construction issues to those of a more
mature community including maintaining
the vibrancy of the village center, re-development along MD 108, improving traffic flow and overall community safety, and
meeting the needs of an increasingly diverse population.
It is the responsibility of the Association’s Board of Directors to address the
needs of the community and advocate
on behalf of residents, establish Association policies and procedures, and oversee
the Association’s operations. During Fis-
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This group of volunteers, including River Hill’s Columbia Council Representative and members of
the Board of Directors and Teen Advisory Committee, helped to decorate the Association’s float
and tossed giveaways and candy to the crowds along the parade route.
cal Year 2012 (FY12), Tony Miceli served
as Village Board Chairperson, assisted by
Vice Chair Todd Harrison, Cynthia Asoka,
Kenny Kan, Zachary Marks, Dipper Wettstein, and Chao Wu. Michael Cornell completed the first year of his third term as
the community’s Columbia Council Representative and an ex Officio Board Member. In September 2012, Sean Salisbury
began serving a one year term as the Student Member on the Board. To fulfill its
purpose, the Village Board was supported
by the following volunteer committees: Architectural Committee, Resident Architectural Committee, Master Plan Committee,
and the Teen Advisory Committee. The
Association’s network of Block Captains
continued to expand during the year.
The following Association staff members worked on behalf of the community:

Susan Smith, Evamarie Lambright, Mary
Harris, Donna Bruhn, Tracy Boulle, Sonal
Parikh, Maureen Cogan, Joyce Lozado,
Kathy Jackson Chavers, Sharyn Eirich,
Laura Lui, Teressa Spencer, Elaine Tocco,
and Sheila Williams.
The Year in Review:
Traffic and Safety:
In FY12, the Association continued to
advocate on behalf of residents regarding
traffic and safety issues. The Association
coordinated with the Police Department regarding speeding, crime, property damage,
and quality of life issues in the Village by:
• Holding a National Night Out Celebration at the River Hill Pool;
• Sponsoring a Block Captain Training

Continued on Page10
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Tuesday/Thursday
9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m. - Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org
Covenant Advisor:
Evamarie Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org
Facility Coordinator:
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Board Highlights . . .
July 16, 2012
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Appointed Sue Furman and Sheela Rajasekhara to the Resident Architectural Committee.
Approved free usage of the Meeting Room for: Brownie Troop
58, Girl Scout Troop 67, and the Pointers Run Piranhas.
Approved the FY12 Annual Report.
Approved the FY13 Management Contract.
Interviewed candidates for the Teen Advisory Committee and
the Student Member Committee.
Executive Session held.
Minutes Approved: June 18, 2012.

Board Meeting Schedule
All meetings are held in Claret Hall at the River Hill Village Center.
Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend resident speak-out during each board meeting. If you have written material you would
like the Board to review, please drop it by the village office by the
Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved minutes are available
for review at the village office. For additional information, please
contact the village office.
NEXT BOARD MEETING: August 20 at 7 p.m.
Visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board Meeting Agendas
& Minutes.

Communications Coordinator:
Tracy Boullé, events@villageofriverhill.org
Community Assistant:
Maureen Cogan, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

RIVER HILL BOARD

Jenny Chu (Special Events)
jennyzchu@yahoo.com
Todd Harrison
410-531-0771
(Board Operations)
Kenny Kan (Financial Matters)
kkwtkan@hotmail.com
Dengfeng Liu (Open Space)
liudf@jhu.edu
Tony Miceli, Vice Chair
mathman21@me.com
(Traffic & Safety)
Dipper Wettstein, Chairperson dipper@brazzeldazzle.com
Liyan Zhang (Development)
zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Sean Salisbury
salisbury34@verizon.net
(Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Michael Cornell 			

301-742-2761

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Tracy Boulle,
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates, www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Producation: www.realfreshcreative.com
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Council Corner: Truth Matters. Or at Least it Should.
In Columbia, CA has vision and strategy statements that
guide our actions and policies. Our budget, which is the fiscal expression of our policies, is organized into four areas of sustainability: Societal, Economic, Relational, and Environmental.
Which brings me to the Symphony Woods Park. This is a great
example of how all 4 aspects play into one project.
Societal - The project is designed to help bring people to the
heart of a redeveloped Town Center, provide a great gathering
place for residents and visitors, and also acts as a gateway to Merriweather – ranked by Billboard Magazine as the number 2 outdoor venue in the country! The design itself factors in safety and
security issues as well.
Relational – The project is not being developed in a vacuum. It must fit into the greater neighborhood concept plan as developed by the County. CA is in constant contact with Howard
Hughes about their plans for Merriweather and how the two can
be integrated.
Economic – CA has received and will continue to solicit for
grants to manage expenses associated with the development of the
Park. We hope to partner with the County, Howard Hughes and
the Friends of Columbia foundation in raising money for development of the Park.
Environmental - The truth is, some trees will need to be removed. The truth is much of Symphony Woods contains damaged,
diseased or older trees near the end of their expected life span. The
truth is the Woods is not an old growth (defined as primal, ancient,
virgin or primeval). The truth is there are older mature trees which
do not sequester or capture nearly as much carbon as younger
growing trees. Much of the Woods is ecologically dead. (Squirrels
and leaves do not make an ecologically sound system.) Therefore,
the project will include: reforestation, stream restoration, and wa-
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tershed management aspects.
Symphony Woods is a treasured asset. The Board has discussed and deliberated development of the Park for years. This
is not some plan thrown together. There was a protracted public
process prior to submitting the project to the County. We brought
in experts, including Cy Paumier who was working with Rouse as
far back as the 1960’s in creating a Downtown. There is no profit
motive – no revenue enhancement or fees to use the park. This is
a community and regional amenity. The Board acknowledges the
opportunity to help complete the vision and takes that charge with
thoughtfulness and sincerity.
In truth, there are those against the plan. They have their reasons, including “saving” the trees and leaving the Woods as it is. I
honor those. In truth, the Board believes the current plan is what
is best – or as close to that “best” as we can get. As we move forward through the County approval process, we keep in mind our
values, the goals of the project and the respective areas of sustainability.
So when you hear or read about CA cutting down trees and
paving over the Woods without a care, the truth tells a different
story. And the truth should matter.
Michael Cornell, River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
cell: 301-742-2761 home: 410-531-9340
michaelcornell@comcast.net
The views presented herein represent those of the author only and
do not necessarily represent those of the River Hill Community Association Board of Directors.

Kudos:
Meet
Our
Team.

ADAM AUGUST,
Owner
20 years
experience in
remodeling and
design build.

TOMMY
Kitchen and baths,
windows and
doors...a master
remodeler with 15
years experience.

GILMER, Team
Leader
Adam’s secret
weapon, Gilmer
demands
excellence.

Visit Our New Website for
Daily Internet Specials!

ADOLFO, Team
Leader
Adolfo has
become a great
asset to our team.

SERGIO
Nicknamed
“strong man,”
Sergio is our
drywall and finish
specialist.

OSMAN
our painter,
is a
perfectionist.

Clarksville
Construction has a
live person working
the magic behind
the scenes. Her
name is Leah.
With 13 years
of experience
in construction
management, she
certainly knows the
ropes in the office.

MAX, JOSH
and DANIEL
our newest
team members
are gaining
skills as they
assist at each
job site.

We Do It All.

Howard County Elite Boys
8th Grade Basketball Team
Captures AYBT 9th Grade
Tournament Championship in
Overtime
This summer the Howard County Elite Basketball fielded
seven teams at various grade levels in the East Coast Nationals
Basketball Tournament held at West Chester University in West
Chester, Pennsylvania. The Elite Boys 8th Grade Basketball Team,
consisting of two River Hill residents, competed in the 9th Grade
Basketball Tournament Bracket. The tournament consisted of six
opening round games against various opponents. Often the 8th
Grade HC Elite boys played against competition that were either
older by one or two years, or taller, or both. Many of the games
were quite competitive and close, but surprisingly the HC Elite 8th
grade boys team was able to win all six games.
This set the stage for the 9th Grade Boys single elimination
Championship Bracket in which the 8th grade team prevailed with
a 54 to 50 win over the Howard County Elite 9th grade team after
a battle with a two minute overtime.

MAXIMUS
His hammer
may be plastic
but he’s still
our favorite
teammate!

We are proud to
have attained the
Better Business
Bureau’s A+
Rating.

Clarksville Construction Services is proud of its exceptional
and experienced staff. You’ll be comfortable with us in
your home and pleased with our excellent workmanship.

Call us today for a free estimate!
443-386-3099
www.clarksvilleconstruction.net
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Kudos:
Pictured is the winning
HC Elite 8th Grade Team
with their coaches, and their
first place medals along with
the 9th Grade Championship trophy.
Front Row from Left:
Daniel Kiely, Matt Bernetti,
Luke Gardner, and Coach
Bill Napolitano; 2nd Row
from Left: Donovan Pines
(CMS), Gianni “G” Pescetto,
Tom Brown, Cole Williams,
Marcelus Rodgers (CMS), and Coach James Stefan.

Pheasant Ridge Rapids
Supports The Little Things
Charity
The River Hill Pheasant Ridge Rapids, one of the River Hill
swim teams, held a charity swim event completing approximately
2500 laps in a three hour time frame on June 28 to support a local
Howard County charity, The Little Things organization. The Little
Things is dedicated to improving the quality of life for cancer patients and their caregivers by reducing stress and anxiety for the

person affected by cancer and those closest to them. Their website
is www.tlt4c.org. The Rapids were pleased to raise approximately
$1400 in donations and 100 percent of the funds raised went directly to the charity.
Kudos! If you know of residents, local organizations or groups
that have achieved a significant goal or have been involved with a
worthy event, please send the information and photos to The Villager editor, Tracy Boullé, at newsletter@villageofriverhill.org. We

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com
Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

Red Mango
443-546-4798

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Tower Federal Credit Union
301-497-7000

Everett Jewelers
410-531-7990

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

The UPS Store
410-531-9861

Giant Food
410-531-7831

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

River Hill Sports Grille
410-531-7900

Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052

Panda Kitchen
410-531-7866

Subway
410-531-7982

6 • The River Hill Villager • August 2012

will make every effort to include some of the information in one of
the future issues. However, sometimes we are unable to include
all information provided to us.

Local Time Banking Program
The Columbia Association offers the Howard County Time
Banking program, the Columbia Community Exchange (CCE). It
is a community-based Time Banking program that provides an
opportunity for neighbors to help neighbors through the mutual
exchange of everyday services. The concept is simple: spend an
hour doing something for a fellow member and earn a Time Dollar.
Then you have a Time Dollar to buy an hour of another member’s
time or service.

During this difficult economic time, this program is valuable
to everyone because each person has skills that others may value.
As a bartering network using the currency of time, Time Dollars
value everyone’s contribution equally, allowing each person to be
actively engaged in his or her community. Members trade all types
of everyday services, including gardening, minor home repair,
transportation, computer maintenance, tutoring, etc. The services
that are offered vary depending on the skills, talents, and abilities
of the current members. The youth and elderly are also encouraged to participate in Time Banking.
Membership in the program is free to all who participate. All
members must provide references, detail skills and offers, and attend an orientation. Email, telephone and a Time Bank website
allow members to communicate with fellow members. People are
encouraged to attend offered social gatherings since people tend to
exchange services with those whom they know and trust. There is
a Time Bank staff that facilitates exchanges and strives to match
member’s services and needs. More information is available at
www.columbiaassociation.com/content/getinvolved/volunteering/exchange_time_bank.cfm.

Watershed Committee Forming
Are you interested in the environment? Are you concerned
about improving the quality of our watershed and becoming involved in projects in the village? The Board is forming a Committee of residents who will work toward these goals. If you are
interested in becoming involved, contact Dipper Wettstein at dipper@brazzeldazzle.com or Susan Smith, the Village Manager, at
410-531-1749.
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Architectural News:
RAC MEETING DATES
Application Deadline

Meeting Date

August 3, 2012

August 15, 2012

September 7, 2012

September 19, 2012

September 21, 2012

October 3, 2012

October 5, 2012

October 17, 2012

October 26, 2012

November 7, 2012

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

Fridays by 12 Noon

Holiday RAC Deadline and Meeting Schedule
Application Deadline

Meeting Date

November 16, 2012

December 5, 2012

December 7, 2012

December 19, 2012

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m.
and applications are reviewed in the order that applicants signin. Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental
documentation, application amendments, or additional information that the RAC has requested.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agendas are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agendas are published in The Villager when the publication schedule
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision.
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

MAINTENANCE REMINDER
Move Trash & Recycle Bins From View – Please be considerate of your community. Trash containers should have
secure lids on them. Except for your scheduled trash day,
containers should not be stored in view. No refuse, trash or
bulk items/materials may be accumulated or stored on any
lot. Trash should not be put out earlier than the afternoon
prior to pick-up day and should be stored out of sight by sunset of the trash collection day. Visit www.co.ho.md.us or call
410-313-6444 for information about the Alpha Ridge Landfill
and for trash and recycling tips. Email questions about trash
and recycling to help@howardcountyrecycles.org.
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AC Decisions
August 1, 2012
Pending
6413 Reedy Song Knoll		
Generator
6473 River Run			
Walkway
6454 Onward Trail		
Sunroom Addition
6433 Sundown Trail 		
Play Equipment: Swing Set,
					Slide
5752 Whistling Winds Walk
Deck, Patio, Sitting Wall(s)
July 11, 2012
Approved
7001 Bright Memory Drive
Driveway, Landscaping,
					Walkway
June 20, 2012
Approved with Conditions
6060 Countless Stars Run
Shed
6494 Onward Trail		
Fire Pit, Patio, Retaining Walls,
					Tree Removal
5800 Laurel Leaves Lane		
Lighting, Pool (final)

Architectural News:
6400 Misty Top Pass		
Deck: Material Change,
					Landscaping, Patio
5940 Gentle Call			
Patio
6405 Summer Sunrise Drive
Picket Fence
5807 Laurel Leaves Lane		
Pool (Initial)

AC Fast Track Decisions
Approved
6509 Evensong Mews		
5809 Silent Sun Place		
6597 Autumn Wind Circle

Garage Doors
Deck: Material Change
Tree Removal

Approved with Conditions
6424 Misty Top Pass		

Vents

Welcome New RAC Members
The Village would like to give a warm welcome to our newest
Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) members, Sue Furman
and Sheela Rajasekhara. They heard the call for members and
they answered. On July 16, 2012, the River Hill Board approved
the appointment of Mrs. Furman and Mrs. Rajasekhara. Ms. Furman has lived in the Village since 1992 and is looking forward to

being a volunteer in the community. Ms. Rajajasekhara comes to
us with experience in CAD (computer aided design) certification
and has worked with sketch up software programs and has resided in the Village since 1999. Welcome Sue and Sheela!

Why We Have Covenants
Most master planned communities have Covenants, which
help set the flavor and tone of the neighborhood. By definition
planned communities offer a more efficient use of land than unplanned areas, in which developments can leapfrog over each
other into available space. The Covenants are a set of legal documents which are binding on the River Hill property owner (or renter) and which run with the land; i.e., they also bind future owners
(or renters). The Covenants assure minimum standards for land
use, architectural design and property maintenance. The Covenants are designed to preserve our community by maintaining our
homes and property to the highest standards as outlined in the
legal documents deed restriction; thus keeping our investments
secure for maximum real estate value, securing our area to be a
safe place to live and raise a family while providing a well-maintained living and pleasing environment to those visiting or potential buyers in our community. As the Village of River Hill grows
older, the Covenants and their enforcement become increasingly
more important to help preserve the appearance of the community
and property values.
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Summer Classes in
River Hill:

ANNUAL REPORT from pg.1

Abrakadoodle (Meeting Room)

•

M – Th 8/13 – 8/16
9:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Call 410-381-5566 or visit www.abrakadoodle.com/MD004 for
information on their summer art program.

•

Arya Dance Class (Claret Hall/Meeting Room)

•

Summer Hiatus
Call 240-421-0020 or visit www.aryaintl.com.

•

Easy Method Driving School (Meeting Room)
M/W
ongoing
5:50 - 9:05 p.m.
Call 410-461-9090 or 1-877-461-9090 or
visit www.easymethoddrivingschool.com.

KidzArt (Claret Hall)				
Summer Hiatus
Call 410-489-0323 or visit www.KidzArtMD.com.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
Th 7/5 - 8/2
10 - 10:45 a.m. Ages 0 - 5
Now registering for fall classes. For information call
301-758-0304 or visit
www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

Spanish Immersion Class (Meeting Room)
Sat Classes beginning 9/15
10 – 10:30 a.m.
For more information, visit www.kidsforeignlanguages.com or
contact ken.kennedy2@gmail.com or 410-988-2103.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
7:30 - 8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Check out the River Hill Community
Association’s Facebook
page. “Like Us” to get
valuable information and
stay informed about activities
happening in Columbia.
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Session and holding individual one-on-one training for new
Captains;
Working with the Association’s Police Department Liaison to
have a presence in the village on three Fridays during the summer;
Communicating with the Police Liaison Officer regarding crime
in the community and disseminating important information to
residents;
Expanding the Neighborhood Watch Program and coordinating
with the Block Captains; and
Requesting traffic enforcement in critical areas and coordinating
with the County’s Department of Public Works to add traffic and
pedestrian signage and trim street trees to improve visibility.

The Association also:
• Coordinated with Kimco Realty, owners of the Village Center, to
address safety issues; and
• Provided testimony on behalf of the community during the
County’s FY13 budget process in support of roadway and traffic improvements.
Open Space:
The Village of River Hill includes 14.25 miles of pathway and 24
tot lots that have been installed and are maintained by CA. During the year, Association staff received over 35 complaints dealing
with open space issues and worked with CA staff to have them resolved.
The Village Board testified before the County Planning Board in
support of a County variance that enabled the solar panel array to
be installed in the open space adjacent to the River Hill Outdoor
Pool. The solar panels were installed in the spring and are reducing energy usage at the pool. During the non-pool season the panels are expected to offset usage at The Meeting Room managed by
the Association.
Columbia-Wide Issues:
The Association continued to provide input on issues affecting
all of Columbia.
• The Association was an active participant in the Community Resource Partnership meetings held by District 4 County Council
Representative Sigaty and other members of the County Council. One success that resulted from this partnership is the County’s implementation of the Bulk Item Pick-Up program.
• The Board of Directors and Village Manager worked with the
Columbia Association’s External Relations Committee and the
other Columbia village associations to review and update the
formula for determining the Village Association’s Assessment
Shares. The Assessment Share is the portion of the CA annual
charge that is passed on to the Association to assist in providing
services to our residents.
• The Village Board provided testimony on the County’s FY13
Capital Budget. The Association specifically supported: bike
lane, sidewalk, and resurfacing projects; adequate funding for
street tree maintenance; funding for drainage projects which
included the slope stabilization project recently completed on
Trotter Road; funding for maintenance of the water and sewer
infrastructure to include the Grace Drive water main loop, and
school improvements at Atholton High School.

ANNUAL REPORT
Covenant Enforcement:
Enforcement of the Village Covenants on residential properties is one of the prime responsibilities of the community association. Covenant enforcement falls into three main functions: the
architectural and in-home business review process, the letter of
compliance process, and complaints. The Association’s Covenant
Advisor is the staff liaison on covenant-related issues and supports the Village Board, Architectural Committee (AC), and Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) in the implementation of the
Covenants. The Howard Hughes Corporation retains architectural
control for all commercial properties in the Village of River Hill.
During FY12, the following River Hill residents put in many
hours on behalf of the Association: Karen Jespersen (AC), Mohammad Saleem (AC), Karen Smith (AC) Kathy Chavers (RAC), Takashi
Komatsu (RAC), Ilona Mallon (RAC), and Jim Peirce (RAC). Prior
to the meetings, the RAC Members spend considerable time reviewing the application details and conducting site visits. Following a period of public review and comment, updated Architectural
Guidelines were approved. A Fast Track process is now in place
for the following exterior alterations: Attic Fans, Clotheslines, Gutters and Downspouts, House Numbers, Exterior Lighting, Radon
Units, Roofs, Skylights, Storm Doors, and Trees that meet specific
criteria. This Fast Track process speeds up the review and approval cycle and reduces the workload for the RAC.
The RAC’s philosophy is to adhere to the Village’s Guidelines
and Covenants while considering each homeowner’s request and
the uniqueness of each property. The Committee reviewed 201 architectural and in-home business applications in FY12. This rep-

resents a 33% increase over the number of applications reviewed
in FY11.
Following review by the RAC, the AC is responsible for the
final approval of all exterior alterations and in-home business applications for residential properties and for hearing and making
decisions on all appeal requests. There were no appeal hearings
in FY12. The Committee also reviews all covenant enforcement actions reaching the 15-Day Violation Notice stage and evaluates the
need for further action on the part of the Village Association and
CA.
In FY12, the Covenant Advisor received 68 requests for letter
of compliance inspections. This represents a 28 percent increase
in the number of requests and reflects the positive turn in the real
estate market. One property was sold in non-compliance status
and the new owners are working with the Covenant Advisor. Each
letter requires research, site visit(s), coordinating with the RAC
for exterior alteration applications and communicating with the
homeowner or realtor to cure compliance related issues. The objective is to have each property in compliance with the Covenants
when ownership is transferred in order to maintain property values and aesthetics in the community.
There were 175 complaints submitted to the Village during
FY12 and of these, 171 were resolved. The Covenant Advisor is
responsible for following through on all covenant-related complaints on residential properties. Other complaints are referred
by the Association to the appropriate departments within Howard
County Government, CA, or Kimco Realty (the owners of the Village Center). When a property owner does not resolve a covenant

For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

Best Treatments Available
Reasonable Fees
Afternoon & Evening Appointments
Consultations are Free
Excellent Results
Super Smiles
The River Hill Village Center
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)
Offering the Best Treatments, including

Free Initial Consultation

410-381-1077
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ANNUAL REPORT
violation, the Association has the ability to proceed with further
action. This action may include restricting residents from using
CA facilities and programs, flagging CA’s assessment files to identify a covenant violation should the property transfer ownership,
and/or proceeding with legal action. During FY12, one property
was referred by the Association to CA and was accepted for further
action. At the end of FY12, there were five active cases with the
Columbia Association’s Architectural Resource Committee (ARC),
one of which was closed in June 2012. From time to time, the Association incurs costs for legal fees associated with the operation
of the Association and covenant enforcement.
Development Issues:
The Association’s Master Plan Committee (MPC) continued to
work on the development of a Master Plan for the River Hill Village Center. The Committee is chaired by Trevor Greene and other
members are: Jim Burnett, Jacqueline Easely, Robert Runser,
and Livi Vaught. In FY12, the Master Plan Committee (MPC) met
with representatives from Kimco Realty and began drafting the
plan. The Village Board and the MPC are concerned with development/re-development occurring along the boundaries of the village and the impact on traffic, pedestrian safety, and the quality
of life for village residents. The commercial district along MD 108
has been the Association’s primary focus.
During FY12, the Association:
• Provided testimony to the County Council in support of the
transfer of funds for a traffic study of the Route 108 corridor in
Clarksville.
• Provided testimony to the County Council on the General Plan
2030 Guidelines which resulted in the inclusion of a sector/
small area plan for the Clarksville/River Hill area.
• Presented testimony to the Zoning Board in opposition to the
request to re-zone the River Hill Garden Center. However, the
Zoning Board approved the zoning change from residential to
B-1 (business local) to allow for uses that might include a restaurant or coffee shop.
• Monitored plans for the Donaldson Funeral Home in Clarksville
on MD 108. Towards the end of FY12 the Board began hearing
from opponents to this project. In early FY13, the Association
developed testimony to the Board of Appeals expressing the Association’s concerns about the impact of this project on traffic
and safety.
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The Association has also continued to monitor plans for commercial and residential development in areas near the Village.
This has included:
• Monitoring plans for redeveloping the Gateway School Property;
• Monitoring plans for the addition of an office building on the
Pizza Hut property; and
• Monitoring a variety of residential infill development plans;
Communications:
The monthly newsletter, The Villager, the Association’s website www.villageofriverhill.org, and the listserv continued to be
successful as the Association’s prime methods of communicating
with residents. In fall 2011, the Association launched its Facebook
Page. Association staff is currently working on upgrades to the
website and evaluating ways to improve communications while
minimizing costs. A wealth of information on local events, area
non-profits, and community resources is available at Claret Hall
as are copies of the Columbia Flier, CA Monthly, and other local
publications. The Association also maintains lawn mower, babysitter, and snow shoveler lists as a service for village residents.
The following local youth were responsible for newsletter delivery in FY12: Morgan Markwood, Luke Duncan, Riley Ross,
Jackson Feroe, Brien Boulle, Clayborne Chavers, Kira and Thomas Thompson, Michael Mandl, Nitesh Parikh, Ethan Simon, Pedro,
Giovanni and Isabella Romero, Ryan Harrison, Andrew Huang,
Jordan Stull, Sara, Caroline, and Melissa Kleinberger, Chauncy
Briggs, and the Mohammed Family.
Facility Management:
Claret Hall and The Meeting Room continued to be well utilized during the fiscal year. The Middle Patuxent Nursery School
completed its eleventh school year at The Meeting Room. Easy
Method Driving School continued offering driver education classes at The Meeting Room. The River of Life Christian Community
continued to hold its services and programs at Claret Hall and the
Church of God began utilizing the facility for its services and programs. A variety of classes continued to be held at both facilities
including Abrakadoodle art classes, Arya Dance classes, Jazzercise, Central Maryland Youth Ballet, Music Together, Rosestan
Persian Language School and Tien Shan Kung Fu. Both facilities
were used for a variety of social and business rentals.
In addition to uses of Claret Hall and The Meeting Room for
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a variety of Committee meetings, work sessions, and community
meetings, free usage of The Meeting Room was given to the following organizations: the Pointers Run Piranhas Swim Team, the
Pheasant Ridge Rapids Swim Team, the Columbia Association,
Girl Scout Troop 2258, and Daisy Troop 5917.
During CA’s FY13/14 budget process, the Association advocated for the installation of onsite parking at Claret Hall for
catering vehicles. The plans for this project are now under development.
Special Events/Programs:
In FY12 the Association supported the following community
building programs and events for all ages:
• Block Party Grants (throughout the year)
• Flea Market (May 2011)
• Music and Arts Festival for Teens (May 2011)
• Columbia Home Tour (June 2011 – co-sponsored with the Columbia Villages)
• Independence Day Parade (July 2011)
• Columbia International Day (July 2011)
• National Night Out Pool Party Celebration and Ice Cream Social
(August 2011)
• Village Wide Yard Sales (September 2011)
• Adult-Only Casino Night (September 2011)
• Pumpkin Palooza (October 2011, in conjunction with the River
Hill Village Center Merchants and Kimco Realty)
• Haunted Hallow’s Eve (October 2011, in conjunction with the

River Hill Village Center Merchants)
• Family Bingo Night (November 2011)
• Volunteer Appreciation Event (November 2011)
• Breakfast & Lunch with Santa (December 2011, in conjunction
with Kimco Realty).
• 50+ Group (January, February, March, April 2012)
• Singing with the Scouts (January 2012), in conjunction with
local Girl Scout Troops
• School’s Out – Wild Life Adventures Program (January 2012)
• Family Movie Night (February 2012)
• Block Captain Training (March 2012)
• Breakfast with the Bunny (March 2012)
• Project Linus Blanket Making Event for Teens (March 2012)
• Searching for Spring (March 2012, co-sponsored with the Columbia Villages)
• Community Clean-up (April 2012 in conjunction with the CA
Watershed Advisory Committee and Open Space Management)
• Saving makesCent$ Event (April 2012, co-sponsored with makingCHANGE)
• Electronics Recycling (April 2012)
• Village Election Day (April 2012)
Due to the efforts of Joy Cheung, a relatively new resident of
River Hill, a 50+ group of local residents began meeting at Claret
Hall on a regular basis. We hope that this group will continue to
grow in FY13. The Board was fortunate to have five members on
the Teen Advisory Committee: Pradyun Dixit (Pheasant Ridge River Hill High School), Tiffany Kan (River Hill High School), Sanjay Kunchakarra (River Hill High School), Pauline Shih (River Hill
High School), and Deep Singh (River Hill High School). These enthusiastic members of our community worked with Sean Salisbury, the Student Member on the Village Board, and Association
staff to plan and execute the Pumpkin Palooza, Haunted Hallow’s
Eve, Breakfast and Lunch with Santa, and Breakfast with the
Bunny. They engaged volunteer assistance for these events from
other teens in the community. The Committee organized an afternoon for teens to come together to make fleece blankets for Project
Linus. The teens made 40 blankets that were distributed to local
hospitals.
Claret Hall once again was a collection spot for backpacks
and school supplies for the Prepare for Success program. The Association also partnered with the Food on the 15th program to
be a drop-off site for coupons. Claret Hall was a collection point
for gently worn shoes for the Soles 4 Souls program and multiple
boxes of shoes were donated by village residents. The Association sponsored a collection drive in support of the Day Resource
Center for the homeless in Howard County. Throughout the year,
residents were able to pick up information on CA’s Soil Testing
program and drop off samples at Claret Hall.

What Lies Ahead:
The River Hill Village Board encourages residents to become
actively involved in the Association and make a difference in our
community. At every Board Meeting there is an opportunity for
residents to Speak Out on issues of importance to them. The Village Board and Association staff members want to hear from you!
What is important? What would you like changed? How can we
better serve your needs? We are often in need of help to run the
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various community events. Even the contribution of a couple of
hours of your time can have an impact. If you have a special talent
or skill that you’d like to share, let us know. Who knows, maybe
your interests will lead to the creation of a new group or a grassroots based initiative that results in improvements to our community. In the meantime, the River Hill Village Board and staff will
continue to respond to your concerns, advocate on behalf of the
community, and work with CA and others to enhance the quality
of life for residents.

Clarksville Site to Get
Sustainable and PedestrianOriented Project
On July 23rd, Howard County Executive Ken Ulman announced that the County has agreed to sell the former Gateway
School Site in Clarksville for a sustainably-designed, pedestrian
oriented development featuring retail, restaurants and a farmer’s market. The County has entered into a sales agreement with
GreenStone Ventures II, LLC.
“The redevelopment of this site is important for this area of
Clarksville, and that is why we have worked so hard with the community and the purchaser to find a solution,” said County Executive Ulman. “We believe this project will become a dynamic and
unique destination.”
“We are thrilled that the County was able to get this project
back on track, and we look forward to making certain that we exceed the high standards and expectations that have been set for
all of us,” said George Stone, Principal of GreenStone Ventures II,
LLC.
The development concept grew from a first-of-its-kind planning process in the County. Because of the significance of the
parcel, the County convened an 11-member advisory committee
made up of local residents and business leaders to create guidelines for the vacant school site. The committee concluded that environmentally sound features and walkable design were important
goals. “This project will create valuable community amenities. It is
an important parcel, and I’m glad the Ulman administration found
a way to move forward,” said Steven Sass, a River Hill resident and
attorney who was a member of the planning panel which evaluated alternatives and developed recommendations and guidelines
for the Gateway site.
In 2010, GreenStone Ventures II, LLC, was chosen to redevelop the site, but a previous agreement of sale was terminated in
July 2011 because GreenStone was unable to acquire adequate
access to the site to support its development proposal. In 2011, a
traffic study was initiated to examine vehicular access along MD
Route 108 in Clarksville, and during the course of that study the
Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) indicated that it
would approve full access at the existing driveway for less development on the Gateway property.
SHA’s decision prompted GreenStone to reconsider and make
an offer to purchase and develop the site in two phases. The initial
phase calls for the County to receive $2 million; once the second
phase has been completed, the County will receive $3 million.

Frozen Yogurt & Smoothie
Craze Hits Clarksville
The frozen yogurt craze has officially made its way to Clarksville with the opening of the new Red Mango store at 6040 Daybreak Circle, located in the River Hill Village Center. The new
location is among more than 180 Red Mango stores now open for
business across North America.
The 2011 Zagat National Chain Restaurants Survey ranked
Red Mango, the fast-growing yogurt and smoothies franchise, as
the nation’s number one smoothie and frozen yogurt chain and
the number one quick refreshment chain with healthy options.
And now Clarksville residents can taste the excitement!
“I believe Red Mango has superior products,” said Shao
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Liu, owner of the new store
in Clarksville. “Red Mango
truly stands in a class of its
own and I am looking forward
to serving this refreshing, healthy frozen yogurt.”
Red Mango of Clarksville offers customers ten delicious allnatural flavors of frozen yogurt to choose from like, Classic Strawberry Milkshake, Classic Vanilla Cookie Cream, and Classic Milk
Chocolate, as well as Original, White Peach, Mango, and Pomegranate. Red Mango is nutritious and packed with probiotics for
a healthy alternative frozen treat and each serving is around 100
calories. Customers can garnish their yogurt with healthy, natural toppings including fresh fruit, nuts and granola as well as fun
toppings like gummy bears, M&Ms® and Ghirardelli® chocolate
sauce.
Visit www.redmangousa.com for more information about Red
Mango’s delicious, all-natural frozen yogurt treats and meal options including parfaits and smoothies. You can also learn about
new flavors, special offers and upcoming events by visiting facebook.com/RedMangoClarksville or follow Red Mango on Twitter
(twitter.com/redmango and twitter.com/dankimredmango).

A New Middle School
Program of Studies
Clarksville Middle School will be introducing a new model
that provides a more customized educational experience, expands
opportunities for the study of world languages and devotes more
time for the study of Mathematics, English/Language Arts, Sci-

ence and Social Studies this fall. Reading will be an integral component of content area
classes in order
to give students
experience
in reading,
analyzing and
writing about
disciplinebased text. The
middle school
curriculum will
align with the
new Maryland
Common
Core State
Curriculum
to ensure that
all students
receive more
concentrated
instruction in
core disciplines.
For more
information
about the new
model, go to
www.hcpss.org/
academics/ms_
program.
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River Hill ’s 13th Annual Independence Day Parade!
Both kids and adults once again enjoyed this year’s River Hill Independence Day Parade along Great Star Drive. The streets were lined with people
cheering, collecting goodies and feeling the holiday spirit. Over forty groups
participated in the parade this year with many returning favorites like the
Precision Lawnchair Marching Dads, the Pointers Run Piranhas and the
Pheasant Ridge Rapids swim teams. A huge “thank you” goes out to Barbara
Wertman, a RHCA volunteer, for her planning and organization of the parade
lineup, the Howard County Police Department for securing the streets for everyone’s safety and the Fifth District Voluteer Fire Department for its participation in the parade and donation of the station for the Parade Participant
Reception.
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AROUND TOWN
National Night Out Ice Pops
The River Hill Community Association will be at the River Hill Pool
on Tuesday, August 7 from 6 – 7:30 p.m. passing out ice pops to
guests at the pool, safety information and celebratory pins.

Howard County Volunteer of the Year
Nominees
Nomination forms are currently being accepted and are available
at www.howardcountymd.gov/voy.htm. The submission deadline
is September 7. For more information, call 410-313-2023.

Dancin’ Under the People Tree
Every Friday night until September 15, free dance instruction with
music will be held under the People Tree at Town Center Lakefront
from 6:30 – 8 p.m.

Family Movies
The Friends of Howard County Library are sponsoring films for the
entire family to enjoy with free popcorn and drinks. The movies
will be held at the East Columbia Library at 2 p.m. The following
movies will be shown: August 10 - The Muppets (2011) (PG) and
August 17 - Hugo (PG). No registration is required.

English Conversation Class
Is English your second (or third) language? Practice speaking and
understanding in a small group on Mondays from 10 a.m. - 12
p.m. at the Central Branch Library. No registration required.

Travel Baseball Tryout
AYRA 12U (players born after April 30, 2000) travel team will be
having tryouts for the 2013 team at 2 p.m. on Sunday, August 12
and August 19 at Hammond Park. The team will play in the spring
MABA travel league as well as 3 - 4 tournaments throughout the
season. Contact Rob Meissner (meissner6@verizon.net) with any
questions.

Empty Nesters of Howard County at www.facebook.com/#!/
groups/236740196428747/. Check out our updates of upcoming fun things to do.

Food on the 15th Collections
at Claret Hall
Food on the 15th continues to collect non-perishable food donations at the River Hill Community Association at Claret Hall. All
donated foods are delivered free of charge to low income senior citizens in Howard County, some of whom live on just $7k per year.
August is typically a very difficult month in which to collect food,
so any and all donations are greatly appreciated. Contact us at
foodonthe15th@gmail.com. Check out our website at
www.foodonthe15th.org.

Longevity & The Aging Process:
A Chinese Medical Perspective
On Tuesday, August 14 at 10 a.m., the Glenwood 50+ Center will
be presenting a program about the aging process. This discussion
will focus on the principles of Chinese medicine based on creating
and supporting a 100 year life span. Learn how medical wisdom
can improve your quality of life and increase your life span. Call
410-313-5440 for more information and to sign up.

Prepare for Success Donation Collection
Prepare for Success is a program that responds to the needs of
growing numbers of HCPSS families who are barely able to keep up
with food, fuel and shelter costs so they find it difficult or impossible to provide essential school supplies for their children. The organization raises funds to purchase backpacks, collects donations of
school supplies from points around the county, and then provides
the backpacks filled with necessary school supplies to thousands
of elementary, middle, and high school students at the start of and
during each school year. Drop-off boxes are located at Claret Hall,
all Howard County Libraries, Columbia Association Gyms, George
Howard Bldg. and the Columbia Gateway Bldg. through August 19.
For more information, go to www.prepareforsuccess.org.

Empty Nest? (Or Almost?)
Are you an Empty Nester or Almost Empty Nester?
Are you interested in meeting new people and having fun things
to do? You are an “Almost Empty Nester” if your youngest child
is in high school. Join the Facebook page of Empty or Almost

LAWN MOWER LIST
Mathew Bleakney, 6508 Waving Tree Ct., 410-531-5391
Joshua Clemens, 7071 Garden Walk, 410-531-7595
Christopher Jaczun, 443-670-4374
Kevin Johnson, 6112 Eternal Ocean Pl., 443-896-8469
Updated 5/1/12
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COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS
Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting – Our
Passion is Our Pets
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday, overnight) New client Discount. Contact: 443-745-8309;
www.PetsittinginMD.com; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand
running, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and
special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771,
bev@tsadvantage.com, www.tsadvantage.com.

Five Star Orlando Vacation Rentals
Two executive properties with golf course views located at a vacation resort, only 6 miles from Disney: a 5-bedroom estate home
with pool and 3 bedroom villa. Call 410-531-0623.

Math and Spanish Tutor
Math and Spanish Tutoring - $20.00/hr. Rising high school junior (Honor Roll) and rising college sophomore (Honor Roll) are
available to tutor. Can also assist with summer enrichment
books. Dependable, focused and experienced with excellent references. 410-608-1913.

Affordable Childcare Available
Flexible, live-in childcare available, just $345 per week for 45
hours of childcare. Application fee waived. English-speaking au
pairs with legal U.S. visas. Call Susan Dobrusin at 410-461-0606
or email susan.dobrusin@lcc.culturalcare.com for more information and promotion codes.

Save This Ad – Handyman
Tree/Shrub, Gutter, Landscape, Roof, Siding/Trim, Vent, Masonry/Brick, Fence, Carpentry, Drywall, Patios/Steps/Walls, Drainage, Skylight Cleaning, Painting, Deck, Chimney, Caulking, Flood
Light Bulbs, Senior/Business Retrofit, Child/Pet/Pest Barriers.
Call Mike 410-290-9728.

Babysitter Available
High School Honors Student available to babysit: Mon-Thurs
8am – 1 pm, Fridays and Sundays – all day, and Saturdays - after
6pm. Experience with children, certified babysitter! Please contact
Maddy at 410-300-3574 or 410-531-9283.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration!
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support including Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more.
Contact Beverly Johnston: 410-428-6771, bev@tsadvantage.com,
www.tsadvantage.com.
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Air Conditioning & Heating Made Easy
Need your Furnace or Heat Pump or Air Conditioner replaced?
Need a Humidifier or Air Cleaner? Call Donnie at 301-854-9994.
Licensed and Insured. River Hill resident. MD State HVACR
Lic#01-7754.

Clarksville Rotary
Clarksville Rotary meets every Tuesday morning 7:45 a.m. – 9:00
a.m. at Claret Hall in River Hill. Everyone is welcome to stop by
and see how the Clarksville Rotary supports your Community.
Contact John Moseman if you have any questions 410-935-7185.

Elementary Reading, Math and Writing
Tutor and Enrichment
Retired educator and instructional specialist with over 30 years experience in education. Offering one-on-one instruction tailored to
your child’s learning needs. Also specializing in organizational and
study skills. Please call or email Linda Herriotts at 301-873-3751
or herriotts1@verizon.net.

Receive Village Updates by Email
Sign up for the Association’s listserv by visitingour website at
www.villageofriverhill.org. Click on “Receive Village News by Email”
and sign up for notices of interest.
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