
July 2021       The OFFICIAL Newsletter of the Village of River Hill  Vol. 29, No. 2

These businesses support the Village of River 
Hill through their advertising. 

Clarksville Commons
Columbia Family Eye Care
Columbia Tree & Lawn
Hilltop Early Learning Center 
Harold Howard’s Painting Service 
Howard EcoWorks
JFK Landscaping
Shun Lu, KW Realty Center

StemTree of Columbia
Mr. Handyman
Northrop Realty
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
Eileen Robbins/Long & Foster
Vanguard Orthodontics 
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.
Harry Witzke Funeral Home

Great Star Drive will be closed  
from 9-11 a.m. on July 4. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
July 4, Independence Day Parade, 9 a.m. 
August 6, River Hill Pool Party ............Pg 16
September 19, Flea Market ................Pg 14

Association Thanks Volunteers and  
Welcomes Resident Involvement

Continued on Page 7

Jennifer Blake and Mohammad Saleem, pictured here at the 
Bring Back the ’80s volunteer appreciation event in 2018, have 
contributed greatly to the community through the years.

What does it take to create a thriving community? In 
River Hill, we are fortunate to have volunteers who 

are committed to making the village a great place to live, 
work, and play! Without the assistance of these volun-
teers, the association would have a difficult time accom-
plishing all that it does, and life in the village would be a 
lot different. We are grateful for these volunteers and their 
contributions of time, energy, and ideas. 

Just like the members of the Board of Directors and 
River Hill’s Columbia Council Representative, the associ-
ation’s committee members and other volunteers are resi-
dents who help build community. These residents help too 
with much-loved traditions like the annual Independence 
Day Parade and Haunted Hallow’s Eve event. They en-
sure that improvements made to residential properties in 
the village are aesthetically pleasing and based on the Ar-
chitectural Guidelines and Covenants. They advocate for 
improvements to enhance the safety of pedestrians, bicy-
clists, and vehicles; educate residents on maintaining the 
health of our creeks and rivers and promote environmen-
tal sustainability. Volunteers help work the polls on Elec-
tion Day, pick up trash, and much more.  They are your 
friends and neighbors who are stepping up in both small 
and large ways to enhance the quality of life that benefits 
everyone in the River Hill community. Please make sure to 
thank them for what they do and let them know that their 
efforts are appreciated.

The Board of Directors recently identified three groups 
of volunteers who deserve special recognition and thanks 
for their efforts in FY2021 (May 2020 – April 2021): the 
Members of the Architectural Committee (AC), the Mem-
bers of the Resident Architectural Committee (RAC), and 
the FY21 Election Committee Chairperson. 

Resident Michael Cornell stepped in on short notice in 
March to Chair the Election Committee and oversee village 
elections held in April. Thanks to his previous experience 
as a member and Chairperson of the association’s Board 
of Directors, as a member and Vice Chair of the Columbia 
Association’s Board of Directors, and numerous times vol-
unteering during village elections, he was up to the task. 
Several critical issues unexpectedly arose during the nom-
ination and election process and Mr. Cornell’s knowledge 
was essential to the association navigating the challeng-
es. Based on the issues that arose during this last election 
season and lessons learned, in June, the Election Commit-
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Direct: 443.393.3206 |  Office: 410.531.0321 |  NorthropRealty.com

Call me today to discuss your home’s value, it’s worth more than you think!

WE DID IT AGAIN!
WE SOLD THE HIGHEST PRICED

HOME IN THE VILLAGE OF RIVER HILL!

Since January 2021, Northrop Realty has settled or put under contract 
more than 639 homes within ONE WEEK of being placed on the market.
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Village Manager: 
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Covenant Advisor: 
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Facility Coordinator: 
Eudene Rossi, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Communications Coordinator: 
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Events Coordinator: 
Lesley Ahmuty, events@villageofriverhill.org

Administrative Assistant: 
riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Via phone, or in person by appointment only.
Monday-Thursday, by appt. 9 a.m.–2 p.m.

Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to: 
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

River Hill Community 
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle

Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 410-531-1769

Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:  

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz

Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com

RIVER HILL BOARD
Matthew Levine, Chair  . . . MLevineRHCA@villageofriverhill.org 
Adam White, Vice Chair  . . . AWhiteRHCA@villageofriverhill.org 
Harjeet Jandu . . . . . . . . . .  HJanduRHCA@villageofriverhill.org
Eric Greenberg  . . . . . . EGreenbergRHCA@villageofriverhill.org 
Tony Miceli  . . . . . . . . . . . .  TMiceliRHCA@villageofriverhill.org
Jian Ni   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JNiRHCA@villageofriverhill.org 

Student Committee:
Alex Oh
Shyam Pillai

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Renée DuBois, 443-686-0702  . . Renee.DuBois@ca-board.org

All meetings will be held in a hybrid format 
at Claret Hall and via Zoom until further no-
tice. Agendas are posted online at www.villageof-
riverhill.org on the Friday prior to the meeting. 
Residents are encouraged to attend Resident 
Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you have 
written material you would like the Board to re-
view, please email it to manager@villageofriverhill.
org by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All ap-
proved minutes are available for review online. For 
additional information, please call or email the vil-
lage office. (Contact info at left.)

NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: July 12 and August 
16 (tentative) at 7 p.m. Please visit www.villageof-
riverhill.org to view the Board Meeting Agendas & 
Minutes.

Board Meeting Schedule

Board Highlights

“Like” Us!
The River Hill Community Association 
is on Facebook. www.facebook.com/
RiverHillCommunityAssociation

June 7, 2021

• Michael Cornell, Election Committee Chair, presented 
recommendations and identified areas for further study 
to improve the village election process. The Board ap-
proved the creation of a chartered committee to under-
take the effort.

• Approved the creation of a chartered Legal Committee to 
advise the association.

• Agreed to recognize the members of the Resident Archi-
tectural Committee and the Architectural Committee 
and the Election Committee Chairperson as Volunteers 
of the Year.

• Approved the lifting of the association’s COVID-19 re-
quirements and to follow current CDC and Howard 
County guidance.

• Approved modifications to the responsibilities of the 
members of the Teen Advisory Committee for the up-
coming year.

• Minutes Approved: May 3, 2021.

June 10, 2021

• Executive Session Held: Legal and Personnel Matters.

Upcoming Meeting: July 12, 2021

• FY21 4th Quarter Financial Statements and Variance 
Analysis, FY21 Facility Use Report, and FY21 Annual 
Report.

• Annexation of the Shaw property (located at 7079 Guil-
ford Road).

• Draft Committee Charters: Education, Election Process, 
and Legal.
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 Renée DuBois, River Hill Representative to 
 Columbia Council and the CA Board of Directors.
 Email: Renée.dubois@ca-board.org.

Disclaimer: This column reflects the views of Renée DuBois 
only and not those of the CA Board or the River Hill Board 
of Directors. 

Council Corner

Columbia Needs Many Community Leaders
There is room in this community for more community 

leaders. The model of one leader at the top with everyone 
else at the bottom just does not work for Columbia. One 
or two leaders, or leave to the senior staff, can’t possibly 
solve all of the complex problems that the Columbia Asso-
ciation faces. With more community leaders, Columbia will 
do better.

The more people become leaders, the more problems 
we will solve. We need community leaders on the Village 
Boards and Advisory Committees to organize around many 
issues: youth development, neighborhood resilience, wa-
tershed management, — and the list goes on and on. Each 
issue will require leaders who are young and old, people 
with disabilities, and many others who have been told that 
they should follow others, not lead. We need leadership 
from all walks of life in order for Columbia to truly achieve 
the “Rouse Vision.” 

How will all of those leaders work together? That is a 
skill that each of these community leaders will need to 
learn. Each leader will have to learn to cooperate. We will 
all need to set aside our preconceived notions of turf, sta-
tus, and power in order to achieve goals that benefit every-
one. 

Remember, you do not have to be a “born leader” in 
order to lead. People learn how to lead by watching their 
parents, teachers, or other community leaders. You can 

learn to lead by “jumping in,” observing others lead, tak-
ing a class or workshop. The point is this: If you don’t feel 
that you are a “born” leader, don’t let that stop you. If you 
are going to become a leader, it is necessary to dream big 
to create your personal vision. Then, listen to what people 
have to say; you will need their thoughts and input. Next, 
you have to make a decision to lead and view yourself as 
a community leader. No one else can contribute what you 
can. You have a point of view that no one else has and you 
have a set of skills that is unique. Your community and vil-
lage will be different if you decide to act on its behalf. 

You don’t have to be a perfect person to be a communi-
ty leader. A few of the characteristics of successful commu-
nity leaders are integrity, courage, commitment, creativity, 
and flexibility. It’s just possible that community leadership 
is a job made for you. Go ahead and dare to change the 
lives of the people with whom you live and play. Don’t deny 
the Village of River Hill your unique contributions.  
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Courtyard Concert Series 
Returns
 Each summer, Kimco Realty and the River Hill Village 
Center merchants sponsor an entertaining concert series 
for the community and patrons at the shopping center to 
enjoy. Mark your calendar for Friday evenings from 6-8 
p.m. and plan to come out to hear the variety of musical 
guests scheduled to perform. The schedule is below:
• 7/2/21 David Bach Trio (Contemporary Jazz—Howard 

Magazine Favorite ‘20)
• 7/9/21 Ellis Woodward Duo (Family-Friendly Summer 

Covers & Originals)
• 7/16/21 Dave Chappell Band (Blues Rock)
• 7/23/21 Orlando Phillips (Caribbean & Island)
• 7/30/21 Steve Zurier Trio (Traditional Jazz)
• 8/6/21 MC Booze (R&B)
• 8/13/21 Gary and The Groove (Good Time Rock & Roll)
• 8/20/21 The Richard Walton Group (Award Winning 

Multi-Genre Instrumental)

Flag Retirement for Worn-Out 
Flags

If you have a worn flag that can no longer be flown, 
please take it to the Flag Retirement drop-off at Alpha 
Ridge Landfill (2350 Marriottsville Rd., Marriottsville). Rep-
resentatives from the American Legion Adams, Hanna, 
Moore Memorial Post 156, retrieve the flags and dispose of 
them in a dignified fashion as required by the U.S. Flag 
Code. Ceremonies are conducted in coordination with local 
Scout troops. Hours at the landfill are Monday – Saturday 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Enchanted Garden Now Open
The Enchanted Garden is a sustainable, commu-

nity-based teaching garden for all ages located adja-
cent to the Howard County Library System’s Miller 
Branch and Historical Center.  A video and photos of 
the garden activities are available on the library’s  flickr 
page available at www.flickr.com/photos/hocolibrary/al-
bums/72157658675867462.

If you are interested in the plants found in the Enchant-
ed Garden, there is a Field Guide available at https://
issuu.com/hoco_library/docs/eg-fieldguide4issuu which 
explains about their properties and beneficial  uses.  Li-
brary patrons may also borrow this guide in printed form 
from the Miller Branch for use while visiting the garden. 

The garden is a community-based teaching garden with 
several classes and clubs formed to allow youth to learn 
more. Get involved by joining one of the youth garden 
clubs:
• Green Fingers (ages 6 – 8)
• Tween Sprouts (ages 9 – 11)
• Enchanted Garden Youth Corps (ages 12 – 15)

Questions may be directed to Rita Hamlet at the How-
ard County Library System, 9411 Frederick Road, Ellicott 
City or by calling 410-313-7799.

Just Hang Up on Auto 
Warranty Robocalls

If you receive a call regarding your vehicle manufactur-
er’s warranty saying that you have not extended your war-
ranty past the factory cutoff date and that your file will be 
closed if you don’t respond, just hang up; this is a scam! 
The companies behind these calls are not associated with 
your vehicle manufacturer at all. These scammers will try 
to sell you an overpriced service contract that will have 
many restrictions and exclusions. If you receive one of 
these calls, the best thing to do is to just hang up.

For questions about and more information about 
scams or for assistance with a consumer issue, please 
contact Howard County’s Office of Consumer Protection at 
410-313-6420 or email consumer@howardcountymd.gov.

Report Non-Emergency Issues 
Online

Area residents are encouraged to report water main 
breaks, broken street signs, dead street trees and more 
on Howard County’s mobile app and website called “Tell 
HoCo”. Residents can report non-emergency issues which 
the county will assign to the responsible department. Sim-
ply download the TellHoCoApp on your mobile phone or 
visit https://howardcountymd.gov/Stay-in-Touch/Tell-
HoCo.

Beware of Funeral Expense 
Scams

The Office of Consumer Protection (OCP) is warning 
residents of another COVID-19 related scam to watch out 
for: funeral expense scams. If you sadly lost a loved one to 
COVID-19, you may be eligible for a government program 
that pays for funeral expenses. The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) will pay up to $9,000 for fu-
neral expenses for loved ones who died of the COVID-19. 
Survivors can apply for benefits by contacting FEMA toll-
free at 844-684-6333. Or, to see if you qualify and apply, 
visit www.fema.gov/disasters/coronavirus/economic/fu-
neral-assistance/faq. Unfortunately, FEMA  has report-
ed that scammers are contacting people and pretending 
to offer to register them for funeral expense benefits. To 
avoid government imposter scams, remember, FEMA will 
not contact you until you call or apply for assistance. Ad-
ditionally, the government will not ask you to pay anything 
to get this benefit. And more importantly, never give your 
own or your deceased loved one’s personal or financial in-
formation to anyone who contacts you out of the blue. 

If you think you got a scam call, hang up and report 
it to the FEMA Helpline at 800-621-3362 or the Federal 
Trade Commission at ReportFraud.ftc.gov.
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$818,000 $18k Above Full Price!
6512 Ballymore Lane, Clarksville

1 ACRE ESTATE  $1.2M
4273 Buckskin Wood Dr., Ellicott City

$801,000 (Above Full Price!)
3985 Gray Rock Drive, Ellicott City

$1.22 M (Above Full Price!)
5520 Smallwood Court, Clarksville

$715,000 $25k Above Full Price!
6020 Pure Sky Place, River Hill

• A pro-active selling approach.
• Attention to details throughout the entire selling process.
• Thorough market analysis & careful planning for a highly effective strategy.
• Professional home staging at no extra cost to you. 
• Professional photography & color brochures. 
• Bilingual online & print advertising including social media campaigns.
• Wider networks for real and qualified buyers. 
• EVERY listing sold fast and for top dollar!

Why List Your Home with Shun Lu?

Call TODAY at 
(410) 440-7738 for a  
FREE home evaluation!
     Shun Lu, Ph.D. REALTOR®

Unparalleled Quality  — Every Listing Sold Fast & For Top Dollar

SOLD IN 1 WEEK! SOLD IN 5 DAYS!

SOLD IN 5 DAYS!SOLD!SOLD IN 5 DAYS!

410-440-7738 (c)
ShunLu@ShunLuTeam.com 

www.ShunLuTeam.com

Shun Lu, Ph.D, Realtor

$1,000,000 (Above Full Price!)
5125 Sheppard Lane, Ellicott City

6008 Moonsails Lane, Clarksville 
Welcome to this lovely single family home situated in a 
cul-de-sac at the heart of River Hill! 4 beds, 3.5 baths, 

2 car garage, beautifully updated kitchen, gleaming 
hardwood floors throughout entire main level, primary 

bedroom with soaking tub and separate shower, 
finished lower level with a 3rd full bath and large den. 
Fenced backyard. Just a few steps to walking trails, 

shopping center, and River Hill schools.  

7120 Morning Light Trail, Columbia 
Spectacular custom home on a premium 
.4 acre lot with amazing views of woods, 
large flat backyard, 5 beds, 4 baths, 3 car 

garage. 2 story open foyer and family room, 
beautifully renovated kitchen, updates and 
upgrades abound, all rooms with generous 
size, walkout basement. Truly rare to find! $875,000

6412 Shannon Ct., Clarksville

RIVER HILL! RIVER HILL, COMING SOON! SOLD IN 1 DAY!

SOLD IN 6 DAYS!

 



 July 2021 • The River Hill Villager • 7

New Website for  
Volunteer Opportunities

There are many opportunities for residents, villages, 
and groups to do fun and free volunteering throughout 
Columbia. CA staff will provide most materials and would 
enjoy collaborating on any ideas for future projects. Activ-
ities include trash removal, native perennial planting, and 
tree planting opportunities. Visit www.columbiaassocia-
tion.org/volunteer-service to find out more.

Volunteers Need at  
Little Portion Farm!

Little Portion Farm is seeking people who are interested 
in helping with various tasks on the farm, including weed-
ing, harvesting, planting, preparing new beds, and much 
more. Most volunteer opportunities are on weekday morn-
ings.

Little Portion Farm donates 100 percent of the food it 
grows to those in need in Baltimore. The farm uses sus-
tainable and regenerative farming methods and is located 
on the grounds of The Shrine of St. Anthony at 12290 Folly 
Quarter Road in Ellicott City.

If you are interested in volunteering, please visit the 
farm’s website at www.littleportionfarm.org and fill out 
the volunteer form. If you have any questions, email Matt 
Jones at matt@littleportionfarm.org.

tee provided the Board of Directors with recommendations 
for improving the election process in the village. The asso-
ciation is expected to consider these recommendations and 
update the association’s Election Guidelines and Regula-
tions as a result. Stay tuned and watch for opportunities 
to volunteer to assist!

Also being recognized are the FY21 contributions of the 
AC and the RAC members. When combined, these com-
mittees have well over 30 years of experience conducting 
site visits, reviewing exterior alteration applications, and 
recommending and making decisions about changes to 
residents’ properties. In FY21 the members worked with 
association staff to modify procedures during COVID-19, 
adapted to Zoom meetings, and kept the review processes 
going with only a brief period of “downtime.” The resulting 
property improvements enabled residents to enjoy their 
properties during a time when being at home was essential 
and being outdoors was one of the few diversions available.  

One important contributor to the architectural review 
process over the last 25 years has been Mohammad Sal-
eem, a resident of the Pointers Run neighborhood. The as-
sociation will miss him when he and his wife relocate this 
summer. Mr. Saleem began his service to the village first as 
a member of the RAC and as its Chair, then on the Board 
of Directors and as its Vice Chair, and in recent years as 
Chair of the AC. His background as an architect and his 
thoughtful insights have been of great benefit to the com-
munity. His departure provides an opportunity for other 
residents to volunteer and give back to the village.

Residents interested in becoming more involved with 
the association and contributing to making the village a 
better place are encouraged to check out the various com-
mittee options, volunteer to assist with an upcoming event, 
talk to a staff member, and watch for new opportunities 
coming soon!

If you would like to learn more about how to get involved 
and what areas are in your realm of interest/expertise, 
visit the association’s website at www.villageofriverhill.
org. Click on the Board tab, and spend some time famil-
iarizing yourself with the variety of active committees that 
work on behalf of the association and residents to contin-
ually improve the quality of life for all who reside in River 
Hill. If you have any questions, please direct them to Susan 
Smith, Village Manager, via email to manager@villageofriv-
erhill.org.

Resident Involvement, from Pg 1
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Development Updates

Erickson at Limestone Valley 
Erickson Living, LLC’s proposal to obtain a zoning 

change to permit construction of a continuing care retire-
ment community (CCRC) in Clarksville, which includes the 
relocation/expansion of the existing Freestate Gasoline 
Service Station, is continuing to be heard by the Howard 
County Zoning Board. The hearing for Case ZB-118M will 
continue July 27, 2021, at 6 p.m. The hearing will be held 
virtually and live streamed via WebEx. To review the related 
documents and register to attend, visit https://cc.howard-
countymd.gov/Zoning-Land-Use/Zoning-Board. 

Erickson Living has also requested a two-year extension 
to the General Plan Amendment originally adopted in 2018 
(CB59-2018). In April 2021, the Howard County Planning 
Board considered Erickson’s request for an extension and 
unanimously recommended that the County Council adopt 
GPA-2021-01 to extend the timeframes established in CB 
59-2018. The Howard County Council is currently con-
sidering Council Bill 50-2021 (CB50-2021) which, if ap-
proved, will extend the timeframes for the developer to 
obtain the required zoning change, or make the connec-
tion to public water and sewer. The Council held a public 
hearing on this matter on June 21. To view the legislation, 
written testimony, and related information visit https://
cc.howardcountymd.gov.

Scott Property 
The owner of property at 6479 and 6485 South Trotter 

Road (adjacent to Clarksville Middle School) is proposing 
to build 25 age-restricted units and a clubhouse on two 
lots totaling approximately 9.75 acres. Age-restricted de-
velopment is permitted as a conditional use for the prop-
erty’s zoning, which is R-20. A pre-submission community 
meeting was held on May 25. To view the concept plans, 
pre-submission meeting minutes and more visit www.
bei-civilengineering.com/scottproperty. The next step in 
the process is for the developer to submit the plan. The 
project will be reviewed by Howard County’s Design Advi-
sory Panel, and following their review, the plan will be sub-
mitted to the Department of Planning and Zoning for the 
conditional use request to be considered by the Howard 
County Hearing Examiner. In the meantime, the developer 

is developing plans to remove the existing farm pond and 
restore the stream channel that previously existed on the 
property. As a part of this, permits must be obtained from 
the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) and 
the application will be made before the conditional use re-
quest is submitted to the county.

Willow Nook (Shaw Property) Annexation
In December 2018, the Columbia Association’s (CA) Board of 

Directors approved Howard County’s request for a public water, 
sewer, and utility easement for a new subdivision adjacent to CA 
Open Space Lot 239 in the Village of River Hill. The request was 
for the Shaw Property, located at 7079 Guilford Road. Residents 
will recognize this property as the white house with green trim and 
related outbuildings located on the north side of Guilford Road. 
The property backs to homes on Bright Memory Drive and Morn-
ing Light Trail. CA staff recommended the easement agreement 
because this is the only access the property has to public water 
and sewer needed to subdivide the lot. Additionally, the developer 
agreed to add the future subdivision to the CA lien through a pro-
cess known as annexation. CA staff review of the final documents 
and having the CA lien recorded on the property were recommend-
ed conditions of the easement’s approval. Plans for the subdivision 
of the property into two lots, now known as Willow Nook (F-18-
118), were approved in February 2019. The current owner is now 
ready to finalize annexation which will bring the property under 
the River Hill Covenants and the Columbia Association Declara-
tion. The River Hill Community Association’s Board of Directors 
must approve the annexation and is expected to consider the re-
quest at their meeting on July 12.

Trotter Estates
The owner of property at 5808 Trotter Road is propos-

ing to construct 4 single family dwellings on 3.78 acres. A 
pre-submission meeting will be held on July 22, 2021 at 6 
p.m. at Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle, Clarksville, MD 
21029. The type of initial plan submission to DPZ will be 
a final plan (following the submission of the Environmen-
tal Concept Plan). If you are unable to attend the meeting 
but would like to see the meeting minutes, please contact 
the engineering firm at contact@mba-eng.com. For gener-
al information about pre-submission community meetings, 
visit www.howardcountymd.gov/planning-zoning and click 
on the quick link.

Stay Connected
The River Hill Community Association keeps you informed:

• Virtual Board & RAC Meetings
• Regular e-blasts with community updates
• Our website: www.villageofriverhill.org
• Facebook: River Hill Community Association/Claret Hall
• Twitter: @RHCAClarksville
• Email List: To sign up, text CLARETHALL to 22828
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Out Loud Podcast: Elevating 
Youth Voices
By Serena Goyal

We live in a digital age where media headlines and 
current event posts are only a few taps away. Especially 
during a time of a worldwide pandemic, our reliance on the 
internet for information has increased. As we watch break-
ing news reports or skim through lengthy articles, we begin 
forming our own views and opinions.

As a high schooler, it can be overwhelming to digest this 
whirlwind of information. Constantly absorbing materi-
al without an avenue to speak out can make us lose sight 
of our own beliefs. Yet, there are relatively few outlets for 
youth to voice their thoughts on global issues.

Rather than letting these perspectives be ignored, I de-
cided to found a global podcast called, “Out Loud” to cre-
ate an open outlet for youth advocacy. Out Loud provides 
a platform for students to advocate for issues they care 
about and encourage youth to pursue social change.

Students in our local community and around the world 
can voice their unique perspectives and share start-up 
passion projects on the podcast. Out Loud is fostering a 
community of gen Z changemakers and creating an envi-
ronment where youth expression is valued.

As the host of Out Loud, I plan each episode and en-
gage in an interactive meaningful discussion with student 
guests for the benefit of local, national, and internation-
al listeners. I optimize the broadcast by editing the re-
cordings, promoting the podcast mission on Instagram, 
and publishing on streaming platforms such as Spotify & 
Apple Podcasts. I am beyond excited to share that the Out 
Loud reach is currently spanning 6 out of the 7 continents! 
Youth worldwide are given the opportunity to speak their 
opinions on events and are becoming inspired by the proj-
ects other students have done to help find solutions for 
global issues.

Season One of Out Loud has addressed topics such as 
the Black Lives Matter Movement, Climate Change, Body 
Image, Traffic Safety, Mental Health, and Community Ser-
vice. I have recently recruited a support team of Interna-
tional Student Ambassadors to continue expanding Out 
Loud’s global impact. We are currently preparing to release 
Season Two of Out Loud which will address new topics 
from the perspective of High School students around the 
world. This will hopefully help our local community better 
understand global viewpoints. My team and I have also de-
cided to write blog posts as another form of social activism.

I am confident that Out Loud is elevating the voices of 
youth and helping to share their insights. The communi-
ty my podcast has built is motivating youth to speak up — 
“Out Loud”!

You are welcome to join the community and check out 
some of the podcast episodes at: https://linktr.ee/outloud.

Teen Talk:



10 • The River Hill Villager • July 2021   

Located in the  
Clarksville Commons!

Offering the latest in orthodontic technology including  
Invisalign, Invisalign Teen, and esthetic (clear) braces.

Free initial consultation,
evening hours available.

Orthodontics for Adolescents, Children, and Adults

Dr. Byron Bonebreak, Dr. David Bonebreak and Dr. Anna Muenchwww.VanguardSmiles.com

410-381-1077
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School News

MSDE Accredited Program CALL 443-535-8505

www.HilltopELC.com

12121 Linden Linthicum Lane, Clarksville MD 21029
Behind Linden Linthicum United Methodist Church

Programs for 3yrs - Pre K
Mon. thru Fri. 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. EXPLORE, LEARN, DISCOVER

Classes in River Hill 
Diabetes Prevention Program  (Claret Hall)

Tu  Starts July 6    6 p.m. 
For more information and to register, contact Suzie at liv-
ingfitnessrx@gmail.com or visit www.livingfitnessrx.com/
diabetes-program. 

Music Together with Sonia (Claret Hall)

M ongoing through July 26  9:30 - 10:15 a.m.
Th ongoing through July 29 10:00 - 10:45 a.m.
Email director@musictogetherwithsonia.com or call 908-
240-9038 for more information and to register.

Zumba  (Claret Hall)

W  ongoing    9:30 - 10:30 a.m. &
  6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
Call 410-245-5900 or email msmarialk@gmail.com to reg-
ister.

HCPSS Free Summer Meal 
Service

Grab-and-Go meals will be provided at no cost to HCPSS 
students and any children aged 18 and under. There are no 
applications, enrollment or fees to participate in this pro-
gram. Meals will be served only on days schools are open 
and there will be no meal service Monday, July 5. Meals will 
be served Mondays and Thursdays through August 13 at 
multiple locations throughout the county. Complete details 
are available at https://news.hcpss.org.

Return to In-Person Instruction 
for Fall

The Superintendent and Board of Education members 
have stated their commitment to the return to normalized, 
five-day, in-person learning this fall to be essential. Staff 
continue to plan for this while evaluating recent guidelines 
and updates from CDC, Maryland State Department of Ed-
ucation and the Howard County Health Department.
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Architectural News
APPLICATION SUBMISSION DEADLINES

Submit Application By Virtual Meeting Date

July 9, 2021 July 21, 2021

July 23, 2021 August 4, 2021

August 6, 2021 August 18, 2021

August 20, 2021 September 1, 2021

September 3, 2021 September 15, 2021

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE

Application Deadline Fridays by 12 Noon

CHANGES TO ARCHITECTURAL PROCEDURES
During the pandemic, the way a resident can file 
various applications has changed for the safety 
of everyone involved. Please refer to the home 
page of our website under the Current Operating 
Procedures for Covenants at 
www.villageofriverhill.org.

Next Meeting
July 21, 2021

6001 Ascending Moon Path  Deck
5911 Gentle Call Deck

AC Decisions
July 7, 2021

No Meeting

June 16, 2021

Approved
6433 River Run Patio
5705 Western Sea Run Deck
5709 Whistling Winds Walk Retaining Walls, Planter

Approved with Condition(s)
6327 Victorious Song Lane Patio
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Architectural News
June 2, 2021 

No Meeting

May 19, 2021

Approved with Condition
6490 Empty Song Road Tree Removals

Disapproved
6432 Grateful Heart Gate  Patio                  

FAST TRACK

Approved
6429  Grateful Heart Gate Material Change: Deck
6409  Empty Song Road Front Door Replacement
5809  Silent Sun Way Walkway
6609  Towering Oak Path Tree Removal
7052  Garden Walk Pergola
6384  Grateful Heart Gate Tree Removal
12009 Floating Clouds Path Trampoline
6300  Eastern Star Way Color Change: Roof
5916  Indian Summer Drive Walkway, Drainage
6600 Forest Shade Trail Tree Removal
5916 Indian Summer Drive Patio, Drainage
6416 Autumn Sky Way Roof Solar Panels
7024 Best Times Path Style Change: Door, 

   Security
6437 River Run Deck & Patio: Material 
   Change
6558 River Run Tree Removal
12245 Summer Sky Path Tree Removal

Attractive Nuisance: Tree 
Swings, Ropes and Tires

During the past year we have seen an eclectic array of 
tree swings, swing seats, multicolored ropes and occasion-
ally a tire swing pop up in the trees in front of homes in 
River Hill. Although the association understands the desire 
to have options for kids other than the community play-
grounds during the pandemic, these structures have not 
been approved by the Architectural Committee (AC).

These additions are an eclectic mix and not viewed by 
the AC as a general “improvement” to the properties where 
they are located. Some people consider them attractive 
nuisances. Although Maryland is one of the few states 
that does not subscribe to the attractive nuisance doc-
trine, the state has been on record as stating that property 
owners can be held liable for injuries their attractive nui-
sances cause in places where children have a right to be. 
Remember, not all the trees on front lawns are the owner’s 
property, some may be a Howard County street tree or an 
adjacent owner’s tree. 

In addition, an improperly installed structure in a tree, 
with each movement, can strip tree bark and leave the 
tree vulnerable to pests and disease. Drilling into a tree is 
a dangerous process and there is no guarantee that there 
will be no damage to a tree. Installing a structure in a tree 
that is not the proper tree type to support it can also be a 
liability to the tree and/or the owner.

Although ropes, tree swings, tree seats, and tire swings 
can be a symbol of carefree play and relaxation, the River 
Hill AC has not approved these items on front or side 
lawns. Therefore, the association asks that homeowners 
remove them immediately. We appreciate residents’ coop-
eration.

Harold Howard’s Painting Service
Bonded and Insured

Painting, Drywall, Remodeling,
Floors, Wallpaper, and Carpentry

Over 30 Years in Business

410-218-6261
www.haroldhowards.com

MHIC  
#47783
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AROUND TOWN
75th Annual Howard County Fair

Sat., Aug. 7 – Sat., Aug.14, times vary, at Howard Coun-
ty Fairgrounds, 2210 Fairgrounds Rd., West Friendship. 
The annual Howard County Fair is back with a brand-new 
exhibition building and all of the traditional fair favorites 
— livestock shows, special evening entertainment, horse 
shows, the demolition derby, great fair food, and much, 
much more! Follow the fair’s Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/HowardCountyFairMD/ or visit the fair’s 
website www.howardcountyfairmd.com for all the latest 
information. 

Life Skills Training
Tues., July 13-July 28, 10-11:30 a.m., online. In this se-
ries of 8 free classes presented by HC DrugFree, your 
child can learn from amazing college and high school role 
models. The fun and interactive skills-based classes are 
designed to promote positive health and personal develop-
ment for students in grades 6 to 9. The instructional team 
consists of adults with years of experience in related fields 
and highly- talented college and high school students. Stu-
dents will learn how to handle very real situations they 
may face in middle and high school, college, and beyond 
and have plenty of opportunities to ask questions. Skills to 

help resist high-risk behaviors including vaping, alcohol, 
other drugs, and more will be taught. Siblings and friends 
are encouraged to take these classes together. Register at 
https://hcdrugfree.org/event/life-skills.

Family Tree and Ancestry Help
Sat., July 17 and every third Saturday of each month, 1-4 
p.m. at Miller Library, 9421 Frederick Rd, Ellicott City. 
The Howard County Genealogical Society has resumed 
their free monthly in-person Help Desk. Bring your hard-
to-solve anywhere-in-the-world Family History problems. 
Several experts will be on the second floor in the Howard 
County Historical Society office to assist you. Walk-ins are 
welcome. No appointment necessary.

Virtual Solar Cooperative  
Information Session

Thurs., July 15, 6:30 p.m., online via Zoom. Thinking 
of going solar? Join the Columbia Association and Civic 
Works Energy Program for this informative session to get 
all of your questions answered. Learn about the basics of 
residential power, the installation process, financial con-
siderations and special discounts offered for participating 
in the Co-Op. RSVP at www.energyprograms.civicworks.
com/RSVP-Columbia to receive the Zoom link. 
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NAME ADDRESS   PHONE NO.

Sydney Ash ** Autumn Wind Circle 678-780-9662 

Alyza Berson Swift Current Way 443-812-5742

Mycah Berson Swift Current Way  443-812-5791

Jennifer Bleakney Waving Tree Court 410-531-5391

Paige Cohen ** Onward Trail 240-470-6158 

Aja Cooke Western Star Run 410-960-0414 

Giuliana Del Buono Distant Thunder Trail 410-707-3430 (c)

Jonathon DiPietro *  Leaves of Grass Court   410-531-1343

Charlotte Farris Radiant Gleam Way 410-300-7060

Sydney Greenberg         Fairest Dream Lane 667-240-5665

Heather Grey Floating Clouds Path 410-717-3457 

Alma Hagstrom **  Morning Time Lane 667-786-2080 

Lina Hassan Gentle Light Lane  667-231-5605 

Lesleigh Hilliard Rippling Water Walk 443-492-8221 

Deepti Jackson   Laurel Leaves Lane 443-518-9006

Dani Krause ** Shining Stars Lane  443-812-4641 

Erin Lovell * River Run 301-467-9608

Maddie Lynott * Early Lilacs Path 443-535-8956

Sydney Lynott     Early Lilacs Path 443-535-8956 

Melina Mazzella *  White Pebble Path  410-531-7899

Anna Munro ** Morning Time Lane 202-725-5102 

Addison Sharp              Whistling Winds Walk 443-355-9233 

Katelyn Sharp              Whistling Winds Walk 443-933-0546 

Samantha Smole **  Autumn Wind Circle 410-963-1051

Evan Spind Empty Song Road 443-956-8172 

* CPR/First Aid Trained       ** CPR/First Aid Certified

CLASSIFIEDS

GOT MOWER?
To get your name on the list below contact the 
Village Office at newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Lawn Mowers
NAME ADDRESS   PHONE NO.
Dylan Burnett Countless Stars Run 443-745-2802
Ethan Burnett Countless Stars Run 443-745-4751
Woodie Lynott Early Lilacs Path 443-878-8036

New to the 
Neighborhood? We’re 
Glad You’re Here!
    Please make an 
appointment to stop by Claret 
Hall for a Welcome Packet 
and small gift. Whether you have lived in Columbia or are 
new to the area, there’s lots to get acquainted with. (Welcome 
Packets and gifts are for River Hill CPRA-assessed properties 
only.)

    Call 410-531-1749 to make an appointment or visit  
www.villageofriverhill.org for more information.

“Like” Us!
The River Hill Community  
Association is on Facebook.
www.facebook.com/
RiverHillCommunityAssociation

Junk Hauling, Heavy Lifting, Odd Jobs
I can take items to the dump, move furniture or heavy 
items in your home or office, and do other odd jobs. River 
Hill High School graduate. Call/Text Woodie 443-878-
8036.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting  
“Our Passion is Your Pets”

Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, 
mid-day, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & 
gift. Contact: www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309; 
jneckritz@comcast.net.

Help Wanted–
Facility Assistant

Seeking individuals for part-time reception duties 
and staffing during facility rentals. Weekend 

availability required. Strong customer service 
skills needed. Email resume to facilities@

villageofriverhill.org. No calls please.
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Pack a picnic and the drinks. 
Dessert and FUN are on us!  

 
 

 
 
  
 

• DJ & GAMES 
• DRINKS & DESSERT 

Bring your pool noodles,  
rafts & rings and enjoy! 

This FREE Event is sponsored by  
The River Hill Community Association, Inc. 

River Hill’s Ultimate 
Pool Party!   

Friday August 6, 2021 
7-9 p.m. 

River Hill Outdoor 
Pool  

(6330 Trotter Rd.) 

• Tickets are free! (event is for River Hill residents only) 
• Must show proof of residence 
• Limit of 6 tickets per family 

• Donation of 1 non-perishable food item per ticket is required to 
benefit Howard County Food Bank 

• Questions? Email events@villageofriverhill.org 


