
July 2019 The OFFICIAL Newsletter of the Village of River Hill  Vol. 27, No. 2

Thank these businesses who support the 
village through their advertising.

Great Star Drive will be closed  
from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. on July 4. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
7/4 Independence Day Parade ............. Pg 19 
7/11 Coffee with a Cop ....................... Pg 17
8/2 Pool Party .................................. Pg 19

Columbia Family Eye Care
Clarksville Commons
The Common Kitchen  
Frenchies Modern Nail Care
Hilltop Child Care Center 
Kimco Realty
Kumon North America
Shun Lu Re/Max 100
Molly Maid
Mr.Handyman

Northrop Realty
PCF Management 
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
Revere Services, Inc.
Eileen Robbins/Long & Foster
Vanguard Orthodontics
Westerlund/LeReve Real Estate 
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.
Harry Witzke Funeral Home

Redevelopment

Plans for Ruby Tuesday Site 
Progressing

What is happening on the site of the former Ruby Tuesday 
restaurant? In mid-June social media chatter increased when 
two RV’s with camping-related gear and a large truck cab were 
observed parking overnight in the lot for several days. Combined 
with the minimal maintenance occurring on the property, it is not 
surprising that residents are concerned the site is becoming an 
eyesore. After doing some research, the community association 
discovered the RVs belonged to ID Plans Corp. This company was 
onsite as part of a detailed assessment of the village center being 
conducted at the request of Kimco Realty. The truck cab was un-
related. JPMorgan Chase Bank, the new owner of the former Ruby 
Tuesday site, is aware of the concerns and has indicated they 
plan to take measures to limit unauthorized access to the proper-
ty and improve its appearance. Unlike with residential properties, 
Howard Hughes Corporation (HHC), not the village communi-
ty association, has the responsibility for enforcing maintenance 
standards on the commercial properties in the village center. HHC 
is also aware of the community’s concerns. 

Representatives from JPMorgan Chase Bank and Core States 
Inc., an architectural, engineering and construction firm, pre-
sented their initial concept plan for constructing a Chase Bank at 
the association’s Board of Directors meeting on June 3. Their cur-
rent plan is to locate the new branch building in the southwest-
ern portion of the site, enabling the property to be resubdivided 
and the section containing the restaurant building to be sold or 

leased.  At this time, it is unknown whether the restaurant build-
ing will be razed or repurposed. 

The following process has been identified by the Department of 
Planning and Zoning (DPZ) to redevelop the site:
• Pre-Submission Community Meeting. 
• Design Advisory Panel (DAP) Meeting. The Clarksville Pike 

Streetscape Plan and Design Guidelines will be used in con-
junction with review by the DAP.

• Environmental Concept Plan approval by DPZ.
• Final Subdivision Plan approval by DPZ for re-subdividing the 

parcel into two lots. Resubdivisions do not require sketch or 
preliminary plan approval if no public road improvements are 
required and there is no additional area being included with-
in the parcel.

• Site Development Plan approval by DPZ. 
• Planning Board approval. Any adjustments or variances to 

the Final Development Plan (FDP) criteria is reviewed and ap-
proved by the Planning Board. 
In addition to the county process, HHC will also need to re-

view and approve the architectural and landscaping plans. The 
River Hill Community Association anticipates the Pre-Submission 
Community Meeting will be held in mid-August. When the date 
and location become available, the meeting information will be 
publicized via the association’s various communications tools and 
signage on the property will be posted. 
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Board Highlights . . .

Village Manager: 
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Covenant Advisor: 
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Facility Coordinator: 
Eudene Rossi, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Communications Coordinator: 
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Events Coordinator: 
Leslie McDermott, events@villageofriverhill.org

Administrative Assistant: 
Karissa Psathas, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday 9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.–Noon

Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to: 
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

River Hill Community 
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle

Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 410-531-1769

Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:  

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz

Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com

RIVER HILL BOARD
Dave Dalpe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ddalpe1@gmail.com 
Harjeet Jandu . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . janduharjeet@icloud.com
Matthew Levine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . goofylevine@outlook.com
Angela Ling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . riverhill.sunshine@gmail.com
Tony Miceli, Chair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . mathman2121@gmail.com 
Adam White, Vice Chair  . . . . . . . . . . djadamwhite@gmail.com 
Yamini Ananth (Student Committee)
Cindy Tian (Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Renee DuBois, 443-686-0702  . . Renee.DuBois@ca-board.org

All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River Hill Village 
Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior 
to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident 
Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you have written 
material you would like the Board to review, please drop it by 
the village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All ap-
proved minutes are available for review at the village office 
and on the association’s website. For additional information, 
please contact the village office. (Contact info at left.)

NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: July 1, August 5 (tentative) and 
September 9 at 7 p.m. Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to 
view the Board Meeting Agendas & Minutes. 

Board Meeting Schedule

June 3, 2019

• Chris Eatough, Bicycle & Pedestrian Coordinator, and Albert 
Guiney-Engel, Bicycle and Pedestrian Planner, Howard County 
Office of Transportation, presented an update on the plans for 
bicycle lanes on Summer Sunrise Drive (from Great Star Drive 
to River Run).

• Matthew McCool, VP, JPMorgan Chase Bank, and representa-
tives from Core States Group shared plans for the re-develop-
ment of the former Ruby Tuesday property in the village center.

• Minutes Approved: May 13, 2019.



4 • The River Hill Villager • July 2019

The Columbia Association (CA) Board of Director’s June work 
session concentrated on website redevelopment and short-term 
strategic planning.

Many residents of Columbia have commented that the CA web-
site does not provide a good user experience. Users complain that 
navigation of the website is confusing and content is cluttered. 
Further, the SNG (class registration) website is not mobile respon-
sive and in general provides an inadequate user experience. After 
an extensive assessment of the website, CA’s Communications De-
partment has developed a new website experience for users that 
is expected to “go live” in mid-August 2019. The goals of the im-
proved website are to create a better engagement tool for the users 
by becoming a useful tool or resource for the community and 
to provide an easier experience for class/program registration. 
Users can expect a new design with updated copy and content. 
The class/program registration (SNG) system will provide a mo-
bile responsive, consumer friendly experience. The communica-
tions plan includes educating the public about the website launch 
and will provide contact information should users have difficulty.

The CA board initiated its short-term strategic planning effort 
in late June. Over the next year, the board will evaluate the fitness 
membership structure, the master plan and New Town zoning, vil-

Council Corner
Improved CA Website on the Horizon While Short-Term Strategic 
Planning Effort Begins

lage center redevelopment, the Aquatics Department’s Feasibility 
Study, assessment/lien policies, CA corporate governance struc-
ture, facilities’ capital decisions, and the two-year budgeting pro-
cess. The Board of Directors will prioritize these areas of concern 
for discussion. 

Throughout the conversations about the short-term strategic 
goals, my vision is to make Columbia a community of choice. This 
will require CA to evaluate potential changes and enhancements 
to provide for the needs of everyone, designing programs to serve 
a wide range of interests in the community. I would appreciate 
hearing input from my neighbors on any of these areas of interest 
to better understand the views of the residents from the Village of 
River Hill.  

 Renee DuBois, River Hill Representative to 
 Columbia Council and the Columbia Association 
 Board of Directors.
 Email: renee.dubois@ca-board.org.

Disclaimer: This column reflects the views of Renee DuBois only 
and not those of the CA Board or the River Hill Board of Directors. 
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Bagel Bin & Deli 
410-531-0335

Columbia Bank 
410-531-7000

Giant Food 
410-531-7831

GNC 
410-531-1426

Hair Cuttery 
410-531-8052

Ledo Pizza 
443-535-0599

M&T Bank 
410-531-7083

McDonald’s 
410-531-7950

Nouvel Nail Spa 
443-535-8866 

River Hill Cleaners 
410-531-7742

River Hill Optical 
410-531-7920

River Hill Sports 
Grille 
410-531-7900

Subway 
410-531-7982

Visit our new website
riverhill.shopkimco.com

Sunoco 
410-531-7510

Tower Federal  
Credit Union 
301-497-7000

The UPS Store 
410-531-9861

Vintage Cellars 
410-531-7860

Village Board Seeks Additional 
Member

The River Hill Board of Directors appointed Dave Dalpe on May 
13 to fill one of two open board positions. Mr. Dalpe’s term will end 
April 30, 2021. The association welcomes Mr. Dalpe and his fam-
ily to the community. After renting in the village for a while, they 
recently purchased a home in the Pointers Run neighborhood and 
are excited to put their “roots down and get more involved in the 
community.” We look forward to working with Mr. Dalpe.

The Board of Directors is now seeking one more member to fill 
the remaining two-year term. Do you have ideas for improving the 
community association or enhancing life in the village? Do you 
have a special skill set that you want to share? Are you passionate 
about issues impacting the community? Do you find yourself with 
more time to volunteer? River Hill residents interested in working 
on behalf of the community are invited to apply by submitting a 
letter of interest by September 4. Applicants will be interviewed by 
the Board on September 13. Letters should be emailed to manag-
er@villageofriverhill.org or sent to the Board of Directors c/o Vil-
lage Manager at 6020 Daybreak Circle, Clarksville, MD 21029.

This year 2 volunteers were selected as River Hill Community Association’s Volunteer of the Year. Dalia Shlash was instrumental in 
heading up the Playground Committee and getting much needed upgrades made to the Indian Summer Tot Lot. Richard Thomas 
served for the past two years as the Board Chairperson and completed two consecutive terms on the Board of Directors. The 
community is deeply appreciative of their time and efforts to make River Hill such a wonderful place. Pictured with them is Susan 
Smith, Village Manager.



River Hill $702,000 
Above Full Price

6212 Waving Willow Path, 
Clarksville

River Hill $665,000 
Above Full Price

12112 Flowing Water Trail, 
Clarksville

RIVER HILL $675,000
12100 Flowing Water Trail

River Hill Schools $1.35M
12823 Macbeth Farm Ln, Clarksville

Clarksville $759,000
6824 Creekside, Clarksville

6561 Ballymore Ln
Clarksville
$779,900

$716,000 
Above Full Price

 6533 Ballymore Lane, Clarksville
CLARKSVILLE $751,500

  6422 Galway Drive

RIVER HILL
5920 Mystic Ocean Ln. #A4

Sold for $529,000

Shun Lu, Ph.D, Realtor
410-440-7738 (c) 
410.730.6100 (o) 
ShunLu@ReMax.net
ShunLuTeam.com

• A pro-active selling approach.
• Attention to details throughout the entire selling process.
• Thorough market analysis & careful planning for a highly effective strategy.
• Professional home staging at no extra cost to you. 
• Professional photography & color brochures. 
• Bilingual online & print advertising including social media campaigns.
• Wider networks for real and qualified buyers. 
• EVERY listing sold fast and for top dollar!

Top 1% of Realtors Nationwide 
A Resident of Clarksville

Unparalleled Quality  — Every Listing Sold Fast & For Top Dollar

Why List Your Home with Shun Lu?

RIVER HILL SCHOOLS
6304 River Hill Overlook Dr.

Clarksville. $985,000

SOLDSOLD IN 4 DAYSSOLD IN 5 DAYS SOLD IN 9 DAYS

Call TODAY at 
(410) 440-7738 for a  
FREE home evaluation!
     Shun Lu, Ph.D. REALTOR®

100

UNDER CONTRACT IN 6 DAYS

NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! COMING SOON!

SOLD IN 5 DAYS SOLD IN 1 WEEK
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Bike Lanes Coming 
Representatives from Howard County’s Office of Transporta-

tion (OOT) provided the association’s Board of Directors with a 
bike lane update on June 3. Per Chris Eatough, Bicycle & Pe-
destrian Coordinator, resurfacing of Summer Sunrise Drive is 
scheduled for this year in late summer or early fall. Because the 
resurfacing effort provides an opportunity to change roadway 
markings, the remarking will include bike lanes on either side of 
Summer Sunrise Drive from Great Star Drive to Velvet Path, in ac-
cordance with the adopted Howard County bicycle master plan. 
Adding bike lanes when roads that provide connectivity for people 
on bikes are resurfaced is a common practice for Howard Coun-
ty, as it is a low-cost way to improve safety by providing separate 
spaces for people driving cars and riding bikes.

Mr. Eatough 
assured the 
Board of Di-
rectors that a 
process to ac-
commodate 
overflow park-
ing for special 
events at the 
River Hill Pool 
will be provided. 
The OOT is cur-
rently coordinat-
ing with other 
county depart-
ments to final-
ize the details of 
this process. At 
all times, park-
ing along Sum-
mer Sunrise 
Drive east of 
Velvet Path will 
be permitted. 

Note: No 
changes to the 
existing parking 
regime will be 
implemented until after the 2019 swim season.

For more details, email transportation@howardcountymd.
gov.
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Watershed Tip
Let’s Declare Independence 
from Pesticides and Plastic

The U.S. Department of Energy announced that our nation is 
exporting “freedom gas,” and “molecules of freedom,” truly Orwel-
lian terms for liquefied natural gas. As we celebrate Independence 
Day this month, River Hill watershed protectors offer an alterna-
tive perspective: Let’s increase our freedom from fossil fuels, start-
ing with pesticides and plastics. By reducing our dependence on 
these byproducts of oil and natural (fracked) gas, we can build 
safer and healthier soil, watersheds and climate. 

PESTICIDES: When we replace some of our chemical-inten-
sive lawn with low-maintenance, drought-resistant native plants, 
we gain freedom from fertilizers, herbicides, watering and hours of 
mowing.  Free of toxic yard chemicals, we also gain peace of mind, 
as our children and pets will have safer places to play. 

Because native plants evolved in our region, they are resistant 
to local pests, need less fertilizer and water, and can better with-
stand drought. Their deep roots also help filter groundwater, pre-
vent erosion, mitigate flooding and build healthy soil. They also 
provide food and habitat for butterflies, bees and other pollinators 
and wildlife. For examples of native plants, visit our mega-rain-
garden at the outdoor pool or our not-so-secret garden along the 
pathways near the Columbia Gym’s stormwater pond. At those 
sites, volunteers have worked with us to plant wild ginger, creep-
ing phlox, golden groundsel, witch hazel, white fringetree, redbud 
tree, pawpaw, sensitive fern, butterfly weed, Joe Pye weed and 
much more. [See a full list at www.villageofriverhill.org/watershed 
and on our Facebook page.] 

PLASTICS: Declare your freedom from single-use plastic by in-
vesting in a stainless steel or glass water bottle, always using cloth 
shopping bags, and skipping the straw and plastic produce bags. 
For other tips on breaking free from plastics, check out the Plastic 
Free July website at www.plasticfreejuly.org.

Sadly, we use plastic straws, plastic bags and plastic water 
bottles for mere minutes, but they last forever. Only a small per-
centage of single-use plastic is recycled. Most ends up in landfills 
or litters our landscapes, roadways, streams and oceans. Studies 
have found tiny bits of plastic in sea creatures and animals in re-
mote locations across the globe, in tap and bottled water, and, fi-
nally, in us. In fact, one study found that we consume about 2,000 
microscopic pieces of plastic every week—about the size of a cred-
it card. Gulp.

Governments are responding to the call to get rid of single-use 
plastics. Maryland’s ban on Styrofoam food packaging takes ef-
fect next July. Howard County will also be considering a 5-cent 
fee on plastic bags at checkout. The District of Columbia, Boston, 
Seattle, California and Hawaii have banned plastic bags, and New 
York’s ban starts in March 2020. Canada and the European Union 
are imposing bans on many single-use plastics by 2021. 

THE CHALLENGE: If you haven’t already, use this summer to 
break the plastic habit and adopt more sustainable yard practices. 
You too can break free from plastic bags, straws and water bottles 
and that fossil-fuel-dependent, water-guzzling lawn. 

Watershed Moments
• Saturday, September 14: Save the date for our annual Water-

shedPalooza at Claret Hall. 
• Sunday, Oct. 13: Save the date for our next Pull & Plant event.  

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/WatershedCom-
mittee, where we post all of our tips (with links for sources), our 
activities and interesting articles.       

Services Inc.

Licensed and Insured
MHIC 109507

Windows, Baths, Kitchens
• Local Howard County contractor.
• Over 20 years experience.
• Free estimates.
• Focus on quality of workmanship 

and competitive pricing.
• Local references upon request.

Contact us today: 443-864-2782 
RevereServicesInc@gmail.com
www.RevereInc.us
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Classes in River Hill 

Bollywood Cardio (Claret Hall)

M ongoing  7:30-8:30 p.m.
For details and registration, call 301-455-4564 or send an 
email to neetu_gupta@hotmail.com.

Chinese Wushu  (Meeting Room)

Sat ongoing  10-11 a.m.
Call 240-247-7048 or email uscwi@uschinesewushu.com.

GOSU Martial Arts  (Meeting Room)

Mon/Wed/Th ongoing 6-9 p.m. 
For information or to register, email GOSUmartialarts@gmail.
com or call 240-678-3854.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)

Returning this Fall
For information visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com or call 
301-758-0304.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 7:30-8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Zumba (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing   9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. classes.
Call 410-245-5900 or email msmarialk@gmail.com to register.

School News

“Like” Us! 

The River Hill Community Association is 
on Facebook.  
www.facebook.com/RiverHillCommunityAssociation

School Boundary Review 
Process Begins 

The 2019 Feasibility Study was presented to the Board of Ed-
ucation on June 13, marking the beginning of a boundary review 
process that will conclude with the Board’s final decisions on No-
vember 21 for implementation in the 2020-2021 school year.

The Feasibility Study is a comprehensive look at the 10-year 
student enrollment projections for Howard County schools and 
presents possible options based on data and available capacity 
for boundary adjustments. The study is generated using the most 
currently available data, including population growth based on 
students yielded from sales of existing and projected new housing, 
and FARMs program participation.

According to this year’s study, continued growth across the 
county is expected at all levels over the next 10 years. Next year, 
37 schools are projected to be outside the 90-110 percent utiliza-
tion target defined by Board of Education policy, and according to 
this year’s study, continued growth is expected.

Also, at the Board of Education meeting, Cooperative Strat-
egies, LLC, a school planning and demographic firm, presented 
their findings  related to an evaluation conducted of the HCPSS 
enrollment projection methodology, confirming that the projec-
tions used to develop the Feasibility Study are within 99% accu-
racy countywide.

The 2019 Feasibility Study will inform the boundary review 
process and serve as a starting point as the Superintendent devel-
ops recommendations that he will give to the Board of Education 
on August 20. Feedback on the Feasibility Study to help inform 
the Superintendent’s recommendation and/or alternative bound-
ary solutions can be submitted online at www.hcpss.org/school- 
planning/boundary-review/#online-input, available until August 
1. Community members may also participate in one of four public 
input sessions scheduled in July (schedule below). The Board will 
hold several work sessions and public hearings prior to its deci-
sion on November 21.

Four community input sessions are scheduled to provide feed-
back for the Superintendent:
• Any family unable to attend their regional meeting, listed 
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School News
below, can attend the meeting on Saturday, July 13, 9–11 a.m. 
at Long Reach High School.

• Families currently zoned for Centennial HS, Howard HS, Mt. 
Hebron HS, Oakland Mills HS: Wednesday, July 10, 7–9 p.m. 
at Oakland Mills High School.

• Families currently zoned for Atholton HS, Hammond HS, 
Long Reach HS, Wilde Lake HS: Tuesday, July 16, 7–9 p.m. at 
Atholton High School.

• Families currently zoned for Glenelg HS, Marriotts Ridge HS, 
Reservoir HS, River Hill HS: Thursday, July 18, 7–9 p.m. at 
River Hill High School.

Those who can attend neither their region’s session nor the 
county-wide July 13 session may attend one of the other region-
al sessions. While RSVP is not required, it is highly encouraged. 
Information on RSVPs for the community sessions was not avail-
able as of press time for this issue of The Villager. It will be avail-
able soon at www.hcpss.org. Families are asked to only attend 
one session.

HCPSS Summer Meals
The Howard County Public School System is pleased to an-

nounce its Summer Food Service Program to meet the growing 
need to feed hungry children and families and fill the nutritional 
gap over the summer months in Howard County. 

Meals will be served at 15 county locations, up from six loca-
tions in 2018, in response to high demand and to support families 
with limited access to transportation. 

The program began on June 25 and will continue through Au-
gust, free meals will be served each weekday in the school cafete-
rias at 12 schools and three community locations:

Weekdays, Tuesday, June 25-Friday, August 16

• Deep Run Elementary School, 12:30-1:30 p.m.
• Ducketts Lane Elementary School, 12:30-1:30 p.m.
• Stevens Forest Elementary School, 12:30-1:30 p.m.
• Mayfield Woods Middle School, 12:30-1:30 p.m.
• Oakland Mills Middle School, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
• Wilde Lake Middle School, 1-2 p.m.
• Atholton High School, 12:30-1:30 p.m.
• Hammond High School, 12:30-1:30 p.m.

Weekdays, Tuesday, June 25-Wednesday, August 21

• Jeffers Hill Elementary School parking lot, 11:30 a.m.-Noon
• Phelps Luck Elementary School parking lot, 12:30 p.m.-1:30 

p.m.
• Swansfield Elementary School parking lot, 11:30 a.m.-Noon
• Howard High School parking lot, 1:15 p.m.-2:15 p.m.
• Wilde Lake Tennis Club parking lot, 12:15-12:45 p.m.
• Howard County Library System-East Columbia Branch, Noon-

1:30 p.m.
• North Laurel Community Center, Noon-1:30 p.m

Meals will not be served on Wednesday, July 4, or any day that 
HCPSS schools are closed.

Meals will be provided to children 18 and under without 

charge. Acceptance and participation requirements for the pro-
gram and all activities are the same for all children regardless of 
race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability. Parents or guard-
ians do not need to apply to get free summer meals for their chil-
dren. They can simply bring their child to one of the summer meal 
sites.

All meals will be served on a first-come, first-served basis and 
must be eaten on site. No portion of the meal may be taken out of 
the meal serving area(s) and adults may not eat any portion of a 
child’s meal. Small children must have adult supervision.

The Summer Food Service Program is funded by the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, through the Maryland State Department 
of Education and is an extension of the National School Lunch 
Program, which is designed to guarantee eligible children free and 
nutritious breakfasts and lunches during the school year. Meals 
served will be healthy and will follow USDA nutrition guidelines.

For more information, contact the HCPSS Food and Nutrition 
Services at 410-313-6743.

Congratulations to Spelling 
Bee Champion, Saketh 
Sundar!

Congra tu la t i ons 
to Clarksville Middle 
School 8th grader, Sa-
keth Sundar, for being 
one of eight co-winners 
of this year’s Scripps 
National Spelling Bee! 
This was his fourth trip 
to the National Spelling 
Bee, and by winning, he 
becomes the first win-
ner from the state of 
Maryland. His winning 
word was “bougainvil-
lea.” All of CMS and the 
surrounding communi-
ty is so proud of Saketh 
and his accomplishment!

New to the 
Neighborhood?
We’re Glad You’re 
Here!
Please come in to Claret Hall 
to introduce yourself, pick up a Welcome Packet and small gift. 
We have lots of information to help you get acquainted with the 
community.  Welcome Packets and gifts are for River Hill CPRA-
assessed properties only. Not sure? Call 410-531-1749 or visit 
www.villageofriverhill.org.

Saketh Sundar of Clarksville Middle 
School was one of 8 co-winners in 
this year’s historic Scripps National 
Spelling Bee.
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School News

Did you know?
Claret Hall is often the place where found items get turned in and 

people who have lost items claim them.  
If you find something, bring it by.  

If you’ve lost something, call us! 410-531-1749.

Help Area Students Prepare  
for Success: “Backpacks for 
Students” Returns

A community project to create “Backpacks for Students” will 
occur once again this summer in Howard County. Claret Hall 
will serve as a drop-off site for school supplies to benefit children 
in need from July 8 – August 24. During that time, items such 
as backpacks, 3-hole lined paper, highlighters, colored pencils, 
marble composition books, pocket folders, plastic pencil boxes, 
2” 3-ring binders, glue sticks, #2 pencils, 1-subject spiral note-
books, and dividers may be dropped off at Claret Hall. Other loca-
tions serving as drop-off sites include any Howard County Library, 
Howard County Recreation Centers, all Columbia Village Offices 
and Columbia Association Gyms.

If you prefer, tax-deductible donations can be made at www.
prepareforsuccess.org. For more information call 443-535-1625 
or email prepareforsuccess@gmail.com. This is a community proj-
ect sponsored by Community Action Council and the Howard 
County Public School System with major support from the How-
ard County Library and the Columbia Association.

Is Your Child Heading Off to 
College this Fall?

The excitement of graduation is still lingering in the air, and 
the next step for many teens is the launch onto college. There is 
an abundance of information for parents to help their children as 
they prepare to leave home which can be found online via Child 
Mind Institute, NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) and 
The Maryland Collaborative to Reduce College Drinking. Here is a 
sampling of suggested sites and materials:

College Parents Matter, Have the Conversation: This site pro-
vides tools and scripts to improve communication with your teen. 
It offers eight high risk drinking situations to talk about and 
seven tips for good communication to help parents feel empow-
ered to broach conversations that can be difficult. www.college-
parentsmatter.org.

NAMI College Guide: Once a teen turns 18, not all informa-
tion is shared with parents unless an authorization form is com-
pleted. It is extremely helpful to understand how to have supports 
in place by referring to resources before your child leaves. NA-
MI’s guide and videos for college students and families cover top-
ics such as: Starting the Conversation, College and Your Mental 
Health, Who to Talk to and How to Make a Plan. https://nami.
org/collegeguide.

Preparing for College Emotionally: Adolescents making the 
transition from high school to college need not only academic 
skills to ace the classwork and  time-management skills  to stay 
afloat, but emotional problem-solving skills to handle the chal-
lenges. https://childmind.org/article/preparing-for-college-emo-
tionally-not-just-academically.

College, Eating Disorders: When the realities of college life—in-
creased workload, less structure and more focus on peers—col-
lide with anxieties, learning issues, or poor self-esteem, a young 
woman who was able to manage stress and stay afloat during high 
school with support from her parents might find herself drowning 
in the confusing, complicated world of college. https://childmind.
org/article/eating-disorders-and-college.

NAMI Howard County is an affiliate of NAMI Maryland and 
NAMI, the National Alliance on Mental Illness, which is the na-
tion’s largest grassroots mental health organization dedicated to 
improving the lives of individuals and families affected by men-
tal illness. Offerings include free education classes, free support 
groups, and free advocacy for those affected by mental illness.

For more information, call 410-772-9300 or visit www.nami-
howardcounty.org.
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Architectural News

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and rec-
ommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at Claret 
Hall. The sign-in sheet is available at 7 p.m. and applications are 
reviewed in the order that applicants sign in. Applicants should 
bring any supplemental documentation, application amend-
ments, or additional information that the RAC may have request-
ed. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review meeting.

Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior 
alterations as well as for in-home businesses can be obtained 
online at www.villageofriverhill.org under Covenants in the menu 
bar; or at Claret Hall. Agendas are published in the Villager when 
the publication schedule permits. RAC meeting agendas are 
posted at the Village office and on the website.

 Please allow 5-6 weeks for the entire application process. 

RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION & DEADLINE

Submit Application By For Meeting On

June 28, 2019 July 17, 2019

July 12, 2019 August 7, 2019

July 26, 2019 August 21, 2019

August 30, 2019 September 18, 2019

September 13, 2019 October 2, 2019

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE

Application Deadline Fridays by 12 Noon

Next Meeting July 17, 2019

12145 Flowing Water Trail Trash Enclosure
6333 Morning Time Lane Tree Removals
5757 Whistling Winds Walk Addition, Deck, Front Porch
6405 Sundown Trail Tree Removals
6031 Red Clover Lane Fence: Split Rail

AC Decisions
June 19, 2019

Pending
6561 River Run Front Porch Expansion, 
  Retaining Wall
6409 Mellow Wine Way Patio, Fire Pit, Sitting Wall
6449 Mellow Wine Way Tree Removals
6401 Autumn Sky Way Style Change: Siding; Color Change:
  Siding, Shutters, Trim, Gable Vents
6561 River Run Front Porch Expansion, 
  Walkway, Tree Removal, Steps
6617 Forest Shade Trail Tree Removals

June 3, 2019

Approved
6320 Velvet Path Water Remediation
12105 Hidden Waters Way Tree Removals
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Architectural News

Approved with Condition12209 Summer Sky Path Fence

Disapproved
6478 River Run Retaining Wall, Landscaping
  Trees

May 1, 2019

Disapproved
5901 Bright Flow Mews Landscape: Screening Bushes

FAST TRACK DECISION

Approved
7005 Garden Walk Deck: Material Change
5748 Whistling Winds Walk Deck: Stain
6636 Towering Oak Path Tree Removal
6304 Eastern Star Way Tree Removal
6640 Towering Oak Path Tree Removal
5832 Wild Orange Gate Arbor
7152 Morning Light Trail Front Door: Hardware Change
6020 Ascending Moon Path Tree Removal
12145 Flowing Water Trail Color Change: Roof
6016 Ascending Moon Path Tree Removal

English Ivy: Invasive in Maryland
English ivy is an evergreen, perennial vine, however, it is 

fast-growing and highly invasive in Maryland. Although popular 
for use in planters for its attractive trailing vine characteristics, 
English ivy should never be planted directly in the ground in this 
area.

English ivy is a non-native plant easily identifiable by its dark 
green, waxy leaves that alternate along the stem. The leaf form 
is variable and usually is three-lobed with a heart-shaped base. 
Mature leaves can be un-lobed, and spade shaped. It grows as a 
dense groundcover in its juvenile stage and as a climbing vine in 
its adult stage. The dense foliage of ivy blocks sunlight and re-
stricts growth of other plants. Heavy vines cause damage and 
death to mature trees by loosening the bark and holding moisture 
against the trunk, making a good environment for fungal disease 
and decay. Heavy vines of ivy can take trees down in wind, snow, 
and icy conditions. English ivy also serves as a reservoir for bacte-
rial leaf scorch—a disease in maple, oak, and elm trees. 

If you have vines of English ivy growing on your trees, they 
should be removed for proper tree maintenance and also for the 
health of the tree. Here are some steps to remove it:
• Cut the ivy vines around the tree trunk in a circular pattern 

about 1 foot off the ground and free that section completely 
around the trunk. The remaining ivy on the tree will eventual-
ly dry up, fall off or can be easily removed. Large vines may re-
quire a saw. Don’t pull the ivy off the tree, it may damage the 
bark.
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• Pull ivy from a 2-3-foot circle around the tree trunk, pulling as 
many roots as you can. Twice annual (spring and fall) trimming 
will keep the ivy from growing back up the tree.

• Cautiously dispose of the plant; ivy re-sprouts easily!
 Useful Tools: pruning shears, a portable saw for thick vines, 
a forked garden hoe to pull multiple vines from the ground, gloved 
hands and elbow grease! Be sure to wash gloves in hot, soapy 
water when done in case some of the vines were poison ivy.
 Additional information and resources are available at https://
extension.umd.edu/hgic/topics/english-ivy.

No Place for Your Trash Cans? 
Consider a Trash Enclosure!

Most people residing in the Village of River Hill keep their gar-
bage cans inside their garage because the Covenants state that 
other than the day of pick-up “… all other times such containers 
should be stored in such a manner so that they cannot be seen 
from adjacent and surrounding property.” The Covenants are 
not arbitrary; they are intended to protect residents and preserve 
property values. Trash cans and recycling bins left out on drive-
ways and in sight of adjacent neighbors’ properties bring down 
property values and the overall aesthetics of River Hill, as well as 
potentially inviting unwanted critters and thieves. Following the 

Covenants regarding trash dis-
posal will ensure that River Hill 
remains clean and free from 
unnecessary litter and debris.  

While the garage can in-
deed be a safe place for you to 
keep your garbage cans, once 
summer hits and temperatures 
begin to rise, it may start to 
smell. Also, many residents may not have enough room to keep 
trash cans and recycle bins in the garage. If you are having diffi-
culty storing your trash can(s) and/or recycle bin(s) out of sight, 
there are clever ways to conceal them. Here are some suggestions 
which don’t cost a lot of money and are relatively easy to install:
• Landscape around your outdoor trash and recycle bins; keep-

ing it accessible, yet out of site from surrounding properties.
• Use screening such as an attractive lattice panel in combina-

tion with small trees or shrubs.
Remember, you must apply for a trash enclosure or privacy 

screen by submitting an Exterior Alteration Application (available 
at www.villageofriverhill.org) regardless of what it’s made of. 

There are many alternatives available to help you not be in vio-
lation of the Covenants. The Covenants that are in place relating to 
trash and recycle bins are reasonable and easy to follow. If every-
one adheres to the Covenants, River Hill will remain attractive and 
will continue to be a place that you’re proud to call home. 

Architectural News

Pictured: A few places Trash 
Cans should NOT be kept.
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AROUND TOWN
Columbia’s July 4th Celebration 

Festival and Fireworks
Thurs., July 4, 5-10 p.m., Downtown Columbia Lakefront, 10221 
Wincopin Circle, Columbia. Raindate is Friday, July 5. Addition-
al information available at www.howardcountymd.gov/July4th or 
call 410-313-4451.

Dancin’ Under the People Tree and 
Movie Nights

Fridays through Sept. 6 (except on 7/5), 7-8 p.m. dancing; 8:30 
p.m. movie, Downtown Columbia Lakefront, 10221 Wincopin Cir-
cle, Columbia. Free dance instruction with music held weekly. 
Come learn the latest dance moves to popular party songs taught 
by Columbia Association instructors. When the dance session 
ends, the movie begins! Movie schedule: 7/12 Green Book, 7/19 
Aquaman, 7/26 Bumblebee. Films shown are rated G, PG or PG-
13. In case of inclement weather, dance indoors at Haven on the 
Lake. Free admission, free parking. No glass containers or alcohol-
ic beverages permitted. No registration necessary. Lakefront Sum-
mer Festival Inclement Weather Hotline: 410-715-3127. 

Wild for Water Day
Sun., July 7, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Robinson Nature Center, 6692 Cedar 
Lane, Columbia. Don’t stay dry! Come out for the center’s biggest 
event of the summer. Enjoy water games for the whole family. Ex-
periment with water in various forms. Create and race homemade 
mini-boats. Participate in a river treasure hunt or take a guided 
stroll in the stream. Meet live, aquatic creatures in the traveling 
“Fish Mobile”. Explore the wonders of “snow”, ice and water in the 
“stages of water” area for little ones. Food trucks on-site. On-site 
parking is limited. Off-site parking with complimentary shuttle 
available when parking lot fills. Tickets $8 for annual pass hold-
ers, $10 general admission, free for under 3 yrs.

Teen Open Mic Nights
Tuesdays, July 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30, 7 p.m., Downtown Columbia 
Lakefront, 10221 Wincopin Circle, Columbia. Here’s your chance 
to perform at the lakefront. Sign-up begins at 6:45 p.m.; first 
come, first served. No bands with drum sets are permitted. For 
more information, email CALakefrontFestival@gmail.com.

Volunteering Made Easy
Wed., July 10, 6-7 p.m., Columbia Association Headquarters, 
6310 Hillside Ct., Columbia. Community members interested in 
learning how to identify and participate in volunteer opportunities 
that meet their schedule and interests are invited to this informa-
tion session. Discover how to connect with local and regional orga-
nizations that are recruiting volunteers for general opportunities 
as well as skilled project specialists. If you’ve wondered if volun-
teering was right for you or if you always wanted to volunteer but 
weren’t quite sure how to begin, this one-hour session is for you. 
Free, but registration is required as seating is limited. For ques-
tions,  contact Pam at pam@volunteerhoward.org, call 410-715-

3179 or visit www.volunteerhoward.org. Additional information 
sessions will be held in August and September. 

Dabble in Watercolor
Tuesday, July 9, 6-8 p.m., Columbia Art Center  at 6100 Fore-
land Garth, Columbia. Try your hand at watercolor painting in a 
comfortable learning atmosphere. Participants will be instructed 
in hands-on exercises while also having the opportunity to watch 
instructor demonstrations. Bring a friend for a creative evening. 
All supplies included. $25 CA members/Columbia Cardholders; 
$35 non-members. For more information or to sign up, call 410-
730-0075.

Skill Share Fair and Repair Café
Sat., July 20, 12-3 p.m., Howard County Center for the Arts, 8510 
High Ridge Road, Ellicott City. Do you have items in your house 
that need fixing or mending but you don’t know how to fix them 
yourself? Bring your broken items such as toasters, lamps, cloth-
ing, jewelry, bicycles, vacuum cleaners or small appliances to the 
Repair Café! Volunteers will evaluate and fix as many of them as 
they can for free! Volunteers will also be available to answer ques-
tions about repairs on items that are too large or not possible to 
bring in. Participants are encouraged to register their broken item 
in advance. This way we can be prepared and also contact you if 
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AROUND TOWN
more information about the item is needed. Mini-workshops to 
“Learn how to do-it-yourself” will also be offered in addition to get-
ting help with fixing broken items. Free and open to the public! 
Need something fixed? Register your broken item at www.transi-
tionhoco.org/events/repair-cafe. Do-It-Yourself mini workshops 
sample topics: DIY Maintenance for HomeStatis, Homemade 
T-Shirt Bags, Sock Darning, Bugs that Bite, Screen Repair, Hang 
a Heavy Picture, Lamp Repair, Plastic Bag Sleeping Mats, Home-
made Toiletries, Koudi Quilt Making

Soulful Symphony – Slang
Sun., July 28, Gates open at 5 p.m.; Show at 6 p.m., Merriweath-
er Post Pavilion, 10475 Little Patuxent Parkway, Columbia. A mo-
saic of American composers in large form orchestral works from 
America’s musical soil takes center stage in this show. Slang is 
an exploration of modern interpretations of classical music by 
groundbreaking and visionary composers. The program will in-
clude the world premiere of Slang, a new work by Darren Atwater, 
Artistic Director. Excerpts from Atwater’s South Side, Symphonic 
Dances, along with iconic works by George Gershwin and Andre 
Previn, culminate in the evening ending with a soulful interpreta-
tion of The American Songbook. Prior to the evening there will be a 
family-friendly Soulful Sound Park. Soulful Symphony will bring 
Merriweather to life in exciting new ways, welcoming kids and 

adults to hear stories with orchestra as Soulful transports eyes 
and ears to a magical submersion of costumes, song and dance. 
Visit www.MerriweatherMusic.com for tickets and information. 
$25 - $67.
 

Free Summer Lakefront Barre
Sundays, July 14, Aug. 11, Sept. 15, 9-10 a.m., Downtown Co-
lumbia Lakefront, 10221 Wincopin Circle Columbia. Free outdoor 
Barre class. Meet above the fountain overlooking Lake Kittam-
aqundi on the second Sunday of the month. For more information 
call 410-715-3020. 

Free Summer Lakefront Yoga 
Saturdays., July 20, Aug. 17 and Sept. 21, 9-10 a.m., Down-
town Columbia Lakefront, 10221 Wincopin Circle, Columbia. Free 
outdoor yoga class. Meet above the fountain overlooking Lake 
Kittamaqundi on the second Saturday of the month. For more in-
formation call 410-715-3020.

Children’s Concert: Barry Louis Polisar
Sat., July 13, 10 a.m., Chrysalis, Symphony Woods, Merriweather 
Park, 10431 Little Patuxent Parkway, Columbia. A five-time Par-
ents’ Choice Award winner, Barry Polisar is a pioneer in the world 
of music for children. He has recorded and shared his songs, 
poems, stories, and books with audiences throughout the world 
and has performed at The White House, The Smithsonian, and 
The Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. Barry’s songs are 
featured in television shows, feature films, and dozens of TV ads 
throughout the world. He has written songs for Sesame Street and 
The Weekly Reader and starred in a television show for children 
that won two Emmy awards. Gates open at 9:30 a.m. for play-
time with Imagination Playground, and the performance starts at 
10 a.m. Snacks will be available for sale, but feel free to bring a 
picnic (no glass or alcohol). This event is part of Chrysalis Kids, a 
spring, summer, and fall series of outdoor, free performances and 
other arts events. Presented in partnership with Howard Coun-
ty Department of Recreation and Parks. Details and free tickets 
are available at www.hocoarts.org/venue/chrysalis-merriweath-
er-park-symphony-woods.

Chrysalis Kids: Dance Party  
on the Chrysalis

Sun., July 14, 10 a.m.-12 p.m., Chrysalis, Symphony Woods, 
Merri weather Park, 10431 Little Patuxent Parkway, Columbia. 
Join Julia McCready, preschool music educator extraordinaire, 
for a dance party on the Chrysalis stage! Gates open at 9:30 a.m. 
for playtime with Imagination Playground, and the tot-sized dance 
party gets started at 10 a.m. Snacks will be available for sale, but 
feel free to bring a picnic (no glass or alcohol). Sponsored by Village 
Green/Town2 blog. This event is part of Chrysalis Kids, a spring, 
summer, and fall series of outdoor, free performances and other 
arts events. Details and free tickets are available at www.hocoarts.
org/venue/chrysalis-merriweather-park-symphony-woods.
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NAME ADDRESS   PHONE NO.

Sydney Ash ** Autumn Wind Circle 678-780-9662 

Alyza Berson Swift Current Way 443-812-5742

Mycah Berson Swift Current Way  443-812-5791

Jennifer Bleakney Waving Tree Court 410-531-5391

Paige Cohen ** Onward Trail 240-470-6158 

Giuliana Del Buono Distant Thunder Trail 410-707-3430 (c)

Jonathon DiPietro *  Leaves of Grass Court   410-531-1343

Charlotte Farris Radiant Gleam Way 410-300-7060

Casey Greenberg Fairest Dream Lane 410-531-0331

Alma Hagstrom **  Morning Time Lane 667-786-2080 

Lina Hassan Gentle Light Lane  667-231-5605 

Lesleigh Hilliard Rippling Water Walk 443-492-8221 

Cedar Kennedy ** Countless Stars Run 443-805-7581 

Dani Krause ** Shining Stars Lane  443-812-4641 

Kelly Long Tall Timber Drive 410-531-3357 

Erin Lovell * River Run 301-467-9608

Maddie Lynott Early Lilacs Path 443-535-8956

Laura Mason  Shining Stars Lane 410-733-7566

Miranda Mazzella *  White Pebble Path  410-531-7899

Anna Munro **  202-725-5102 

Kim Munro *  202-731-3248 

Ethan Peeples•• Great Star Drive 443-574-5259

Evan Spind Empty Song Road 443-956-8172 

* CPR/First Aid Trained       ** CPR/First Aid Certified

COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS

Stay Connected!
In addition to The Villager, the River Hill  

Community Association has a number of ways to keep you 
updated about the community.

Website: www.villageofriverhill.org

Facebook: River Hill Community Association/
Claret Hall

Twitter: @RHCAClarksville

Email List: To sign up, text  
CLARETHALL to 22828

NAME ADDRESS   PHONE NO.

Josh Hernandez Quiet Ways Court 410-402-0317

Woodie Lynott Early Lilacs Path 443-878-8036

Reid Thomas Ascending Moon Path 410-531-2073

Tyler Windsor Floating Clouds Path 410-992-2441

Get on the list!
The River Hill Community Association maintains a list of 
residents who mow lawns in the neighborhood. To have 

your name added, call 410-531-1749 or email us  
at newsletter@villageofriverhill.org.

Help Wanted – Facility Assistant
Looking for a part time assistant to staff our facility on weeknights 
and weekends. The candidate should be friendly, helpful, and 
committed to ensuring our renters have a pleasant experience. 
Must have a flexible schedule. A customer service or sales back-
ground is desired. Please email resume to facilities@villageofriver-
hill.org.

Reclaim and Repurpose Your Space
Time Saver Advantage Specializes in Decluttering and Organizing. 
Our team provides the physical energy, objectivity, and account-
ability to turn chaos into order. Contact Beverly Johnston: 410-
428-6771. bev@tsadvantage.com or www.tsadvantage.com.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting “Our 
Passion is Your Pets”

Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, mid-
day, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact: 
www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support includ-
ing Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more. 
Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com 
or bev@tsadvantage.com.
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