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Flea Market 2015 was a hit with residents on a gorgeous day in June.

Continued on Page 5

Thanks!

Baltimore Washington Eye Center 
Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak 
Collen Brothers Services
Columbia Family Eye Care
Columbia Tree & Lawn Service
Handyman from Heaven
Hilltop Child Care Center
JFK Landscaping
Kimco Realty
Kumon
Amy Lazas 

LeReve Real Estate
Shun Lu Re/Max 100
Maryland Homebrew
Molly Maid
Mr. Handyman
Northrop Team Real Estate
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
Eileen Robbins, Realtor
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.
Robin Wilson/Long & Foster

By advertising in The Villager, these companies 
support programs and events here in River Hill. 

Assocation Supports Streetscape and Design Guidelines

Join the Conservation 
Conversation

Attend the Screening of  
“Green Fire” at Claret Hall on 

Monday, July 13 at 7 p.m.

For more than 10 years, beginning as early 
as the 2003 Comprehensive Zoning pro-
cess, the River Hill Village Board (RHBOD) 

has consistently advocated for the creation of 
a master plan for development along the MD 
108 corridor between Trotter Road and Guilford 
Road. It has been the Association’s goal to recog-
nize the history and landscape of the area while 
improving the transitions from the more rural 
agricultural and residential uses at the ends 
of the corridor to the commercial core. Central 
to this goal has been the creation of a sense of 
place, improvements in traffic flow and safety, 
and enhanced connectivity along the commer-
cial core and between the more densely popu-
lated residential areas and local businesses. 
Therefore, the River Hill Village Board recent-
ly provided input to the County’s Department 
of Planning and Zoning (DPZ) in support of the 
streetscape, architecture, and signage design 
guidelines contained in the proposed Clarksville 
Pike Streetscape Plan and Design Guidelines doc-
ument. 

In its feedback to DPZ, the Association stressed the impor-
tance of the following:

Linden Linthicum Lane Intersection Improvements
During peak hours at this intersection, residents of the Vil-

lage of River Hill, Village Center patrons, and drivers along MD 
108 experience significant, negative safety and traffic flow condi-
tions. Therefore, the Village Board fully supports a signal at this 
intersection as recommended by the Multimodal Traffic Study and 
Conceptual Improvements document prepared by Sabra, Wang & 
Associates (April 2015). A signal at this intersection is an immedi-
ate priority for the River Hill community. 

Sheppard Lane Intersection Improvements
Members of the community sent 100+ emails to the Association 

requesting changes to the Design Guidelines at the Sheppard 
Lane/MD 108 intersection. Given the significant community 
concern, the RHBOD strongly encourages additional discussion 
between SHA, the County, Village and affected residents, schools, 
and landowners along the corridor. The Association has asked 
that a perpendicular intersection, or other similar alternative, 
be considered for inclusion in the design document. It is the 
Association’s expectation that adequate community outreach 
be conducted prior to implementation of any changes at this 
intersection.
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Board Highlights . . .

Board Meeting Schedule

All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River 
Hill Village Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall 
on the Friday prior to the meeting. Residents are 
encouraged to attend Resident Speak-Out during 
each board meeting. If you have written material you 
would like the Board to review, please drop it by the 
village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. 
All approved minutes are available for review at 
the village office. For additional information, please 
contact the village office.

NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: 
July 13 and August 3 (if needed) at 7 p.m. Please 
visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board 
Meeting Agendas & Minutes. 

Village Manager: 
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Covenant Advisor: 
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Facility Coordinator: 
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Communications & Events Coordinator: 
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Administrative Assistant: 
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday 9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.–Noon

Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to: 
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

River Hill Community 
Association, Inc.

Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029

Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259

website: www.villageofriverhill.org

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:  

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz

Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com

RIVER HILL BOARD
Dave Clark ............................................................... daveclark@comcast.net
Michael Cornell, Chair ............................................................ 301-742-2761 
John Herron ....................................................................  jhh729@gmail.com
Will McCullough ......................................................................410-292-2985 
Esti Schabelman, Vice Chair  ............................estischabelman@gmail.com
Richard Thomas  .................................................richthomas.rh@verizon.net 
Liyan Zhang  ...........................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Michael Dai (Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Chao Wu, superbwu@gmail.com

June 1, 2015

• Heard from David Elsaesser (Whistling Winds Walk) regarding 
the proposed Design Guidelines.

• Discussed the proposed Design Guidelines in preparation of 
input to the County.

• Approved free use requests for: Boy Scout Troop 618 and the 
Pheasant Ridge Rapids Swim Team.

• Agreed to join with other villages to request $15,000 from 
the Contingency Fund to investigate changes to election 
procedures.

• Approved the Development Committee Charter.
• Approved revisions to the Board Training Policy.
• Executive Session held: personnel matters.
• Minutes Approved: May 11, 2015.
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“Like” River 
Hill Community 
Association on 

Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/
RiverHillCommunity

Association

Chao Wu, PhD
River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
Email: superbwu@gmail.com
Website: www.chaowu2016.com
Tel: 240-481-9637

The views presented herein represent those of the author only 
and do not necessarily represent those of the Board of Directors of 
the River Hill Community Association or the Columbia Association.

Council Corner: People Spoke Out
I am now serving as the vice chair of the Columbia Associa-

tion’s (CA) Planning and Strategy Committee and also sitting on 
the Audit Committee. We are going to begin work on a two-year 
budget for CA soon. The budget will steer CA’s short term and long 
term projects and visions to guarantee that Columbia will contin-
ue to be the top place to live in America. Here are some recent de-
velopments in our communities. 

At the Village Level
During the May 11 River Hill Board of Directors meeting, 

around 80 residents had the opportunity to meet face-to-face with 
four Howard County Council members. The residents focused 
their comments on the MD 108 Design Guidelines project. Many 
people spoke out on several key issues:
• A need to set up a traffic light between Linden Linthicum Lane 

and Clarksville Pike. It is really difficult to make a right/left 
turn during peak hours.

• An objection to the River Hill Garden Center expanding devel-
opment and the need to align the Sheppard Lane traffic light 
(for example, perpendicularly) to provide a better view for driv-
ers and lead to less congestion, and better safety around the 
school zone.

• An objection to the Donaldson funeral home. The funeral home 
does not fit well with many surrounding residential homes, 
churches, and schools.

• An objection to the continuous development at the intersection 
of 108 and Ten Oaks Road. When the residents bought homes 
nearby, they were not aware that the area had been zoned for 
commercial uses approximately 10 years beforehand.

• A problem on Whistling Winds Walk. In the morning, high 
school kids going to River Hill High School close their car doors 
too loudly when they are dropped off by their parents. 

You can voice your concerns and send email to the following 
recipients:
• Howard County Dept. of Zoning:  wmackey@howardcountymd.

gov and rkudchadkar@howardcountymd.gov
• County Executive:  akittleman@howardcountymd.gov
• County Council:  councilmail@howardcountymd.gov
• Board of Education: BOE@hcpss.org and superintendent@

hcpss.org.
Your input will be greatly appreciated and hopefully our resi-

dents’ opinions will help the officials make the proper decision on 
these key issues. If you do not do it now, it will be even more dif-
ficult to have changes made to accommodate residents’ reason-
able requests once construction has occurred. It is never too late 
to email or call our elected officials. 

At the CA Level
The CA Board of Directors and senior staff spent one and a half 

days at a retreat to discuss “trust” among Board members. It was 
a great opportunity to learn more about each other and hopefully 
this retreat will improve CA’s operations and management. 

The CA Board has elected two new representatives to the Inner 
Arbor Trust Board: Dick Boulton and Gregg Schwind. The related 
Symphony Woods project previously created a contentious debate 
among CA Board members. We continue to guide the development 
of this project and hopefully we will soon have a wonderful central 
park in the downtown area to benefit Columbia’s residents.

CA is launching a membership and service satisfaction study. 

We are hoping to have a reasonable membership fee and quality 
services to improve CA’s reputation. In the survey presented by 
Club Intel, CA’s reputation is at the edge of falling to an unsat-
isfactory level (Zone of Pain). At the end of the year, more results 
will be presented to the Board which will take actions to improve 
CA’s image. 

If you happen to read the CA Board meeting minutes, you may 
notice that CA headquarters will be relocated to a new location 
(away from downtown area) to reduce operating costs. One of my 
first important votes was to approve the moving budget, which 
was three times the amount that was initially proposed. I voted 
yes, since I believed the staff was not prepared to provide a good 
estimate for such a big move in such a short time. However, I will 
keep a close eye on any future spending. 

CA is really promoting an active and healthy life style through 
many activities. Trails, lakes and gyms are amenities all can enjoy 
this summer. CA’s outdoor swimming pools are open. Hobbits’ 
Glen Golf Course reopened May 31. 

I have been busy channeling residents’ concerns to the prop-
er divisions within CA. A muddy sidewalk close to the Columbia 
Gym, dying trees in the open space, and debris in Lake Kittam-
aqundi are all issues raised by residents that I have conveyed to 
the CA management team. Hopefully solutions to these types of 
issues will be resolved soon and CA will work with other stake-
holders when needed. It is these kinds of small improvements that 
make our quality of life better. 

Many debates around our community have been centered on 
the conflict between commercial development and the commu-
nity’s desires. As we have more people move into our county and 
the county becomes more diverse than ever, what is our vision 
for the long term? I would like a balanced approach which cher-
ishes the wonderful residential areas and welcomes robust devel-
opment with a clear plan to preserve the high quality life of the 
community. 

What is your vision for CA? Would you mind sharing it with me 
and others? Speak up.
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Estate Planning:
What you need to know. 

Estate Planning Attorneys are hosting 
free one-hour seminars at the River Hill 
Village Center. 

NEXT SEMINAR: Tuesday, July 21, 6pm 
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle, Clarksville
To register call 410.828.0400. Space limited.

Amy Lazas, Of Counsel (River Hill Resident)

Wilson P. McManus, P.A.
Offices in Columbia and Lutherville

www.estateplanmaryland.com

Improved Connectivity 
The RHBOD fully supports the installation of a protected, 

multi-use pathway along MD 108, crosswalks, and other related 
safety improvements. Walkability and bicycle accessibility par-
ticularly across MD 108 are a high, short-term priority for our 
community as indicated in the Association’s Village Center Com-
munity Plan.

The Association supports the concept of “long term inter-par-
cel connectivity and parallel public streets to create a better grid” 
and consolidation of access points in the commercial area between 
Auto Drive and Linden Linthicum Lane.

 Creating a Sense of Place
The Association believes it is important for this segment of the 

MD 108 corridor to function as a transition zone between the more 
densely developed eastern portion of Howard County and the more 
rural west.  Also of importance is the maintenance and enhance-
ment of the transitions between the zones that exist along the cor-
ridor. 

The Association supports the retention of visual connections 
to the roadway’s rural and agrarian roots. This includes the long 
term retention of existing agricultural and wooded views including, 
but not limited to, the view sheds identified in the draft Design 
Guidelines. The rolling farmland between Linden Linthicum Lane 
and Sheppard Lane is of great importance to the Clarksville-River 
Hill community. Future development in this area must respect 

and preserve these views.
The Association supports the architectural design recommen-

dations, structures, and uses that reflect the area’s cultural and 
historical importance as a gathering place for the local farming 
community.

The Association identified the “H” tree, the evergreen tree lo-
cated between the Linden Linthicum United Methodist Church 
and the River Hill Garden Center, and the historic mile marker as 
significant community landmarks that must be retained.

The Association supports the use of physical and visual buf-
fers between competing land uses when transitional uses do not, 
or cannot, be incorporated. The Association identified several 
areas where buffers between residential and commercial uses 
are critical, including the section between Great Star Drive and 
Clarksville Elementary school.

DPZ’s proposed Design Guidelines document is an important 
step toward the community’s long term goals. The RHBOD has 
urged DPZ to integrate the comments from the community and af-
fected stakeholders in a transparent, timely, and efficient manner 
in order to not lose ground as new development projects are sub-
mitted. The Association has also requested that the County make 
the resources available and work with the State Highway Admin-
istration and others to obtain the approvals and funding needed 
to achieve both the short term and long term improvements. To 
view the proposed Design Guidelines visit www.howardcountymd.
gov/Departments. To view the Association’s comments in their 
entirety visit www.villageofriverhill.org.

Design, from page 1
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Summer Safety Reminders for 
Children 

Summer is here, the kids are out of school, and now is a per-
fect time to remind your children about safety around strangers. 
Police are encouraging parents to review the following safety tips 
with their children:
• It’s okay to say no to an adult if you feel uncomfortable or don’t 

know the adult, even if it seems rude.
• Never get into anyone’s car without a parent’s permission.
• Never take candy or gifts from a stranger.
• Don’t agree to help a grownup you don’t know; adults should 

not ask kids to do things that other adults can do for them.
• Walk or run in the opposite direction if a car pulls up beside 

you and you don’t know the driver.
• Yell for help if you are forced into a car or building.
• Remember that no one has the right to touch you if you don’t 

want them to.
This information was provided by the Howard County Police 

Department.

Spirit of Columbia Scholarship 
Winners Announced

For more than 25 years, Columbia Association (CA) has rec-
ognized high school seniors for outstanding service to their 
community. This year, the Maggie J. Brown Spirit of Colum-
bia Scholarship Award, a $2,500 scholarship, was awarded to 

six graduating high school seniors who have shown extraor-
dinary dedication to performing community service. They are: 
 
Skylar Briscoe, from Long Reach High School, served as the 
vice president of Alpha Achievers of Long Reach, an academ-
ic organization that represents African-American males with 
a GPA of 3.0 or higher. Briscoe created a project in which 
the Alpha Achievers regularly went to Bonnie Branch Middle 
School to interact with and mentor that school’s high achiev-
ers. He also took a leadership role in a class project, plan-
ning a fundraiser to help offset the costs of the crisis hotline 
run by Grassroots Crisis Intervention Center in Columbia. 
Briscoe will attend Alderson Broaddus University in the fall. 
 
Athena Kan, from River Hill High School, worked toward her 
personal mission of making Maryland a healthier and stronger 
state. Kan co-founded the nonprofit CHOICE (Coalition Halt-
ing Obesity in Children Everywhere) and also co-organized River 
Hill’s first health fair. She participated on the Howard County 
Board of Education’s Wellness Policy Committee for two years. 
In 2013, she earned the Governor’s Service Award for outstand-
ing community contribution. Kan will attend Harvard in the fall. 
 
Andrew Liu, from Marriotts Ridge High School, worked with a 
close friend who owns a bakery to begin donating baked goods 
to the community’s food bank. After Liu learned that many 
residents in Columbia and the surrounding areas are food in-
secure, he founded the Social Contract Corporation, a non-
profit that recovers leftover food from five stores in Columbia 
and donates it to local shelters, churches and food distribu-
tors. Liu will attend the University of Pennsylvania in the fall. 
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Meena Sengottuvelu, from River Hill High School, acted after 
hearing about a major human trafficking incident in her com-
munity by reaching out to Samaritan Women, an organization 
that helps rehabilitate human trafficking victims. Sengottuve-
lu, in conjunction with her Girl Scout Gold Award project, led 
a team in building benches for their outdoor garden. And 
then, to further her anti-trafficking campaign, she co-founded 
TRUST (Together we Rise Up to Stop Trafficking), an organiza-
tion that works to raise awareness about this issue and holds 
fundraisers to support existing anti-trafficking initiatives. Sen-
gottuvelu will attend the University of Maryland in the fall. 
 
Katherine Swanson, from Hammond High School, has been 
in the Girl Scouts for more than a decade and offered her as-
sistance to a new Daisy Troop that was forming in Columbia, 
helping new leaders who had no prior experience with the or-
ganization. Swanson helped the troop plan a service project at 
a local nature center, where the girls planted trees and pulled 
weeds. She also volunteered for three summers in the Howard 
County Extended School Year Program’s Department of Special 
Education, which helped her decide to pursue a career in educa-
tion. Swanson will attend Wheeling Jesuit University in the fall. 
 
Maria Viera Cuellar, from Long Reach High School, moved to the 
United States when she was eight years old, received help and 
guidance as an English for Speakers of Other Languages student, 
and ultimately sought to give back and lend a helping hand to stu-
dents going through a similar experience. Viera Cuellar became a 
Club Leap Tutor through the Foreign born Information and Re-
ferral Network, or FIRN, and tutored three fifth-grade ESOL stu-

dents at Talbott Springs Elementary School. She also volunteered 
at Brighton Gardens retirement community, helping to lead and 
assist the residents in activities. Viera Cuellar will attend the Uni-
versity of Maryland in the fall.

Enjoy Free Movies, Concerts 
and More This Summer 

Another great summer of movies, concerts and much more is 
beginning with the return of Columbia Association’s (CA) annual 
Lakefront Summer Festival. The schedule of movies and concerts 
at this year’s Lakefront Summer Festival includes completely free, 
family friendly offerings nearly every evening of the week.

A full schedule can be found at ColumbiaAssociation.org/Lake-
frontFestival or at bit.ly/lakefrontfestival2015.

Movies will be screened at Lake Kittamaqundi under the stars 
on Mondays and Fridays, starting on June 15 through Aug. 21. 
Films shown on Mondays are appropriate for even young audience 
members, with G- and PG-rated selections such as “How to Train 
Your Dragon,” “The SpongeBob Movie: Sponge Out of Water,” “Rio,” 
“Finding Nemo” and “101 Dalmatians.” The Friday movies are 
rated PG and PG-13, with selections such as “Frozen,” “The Hun-
ger Games: Mockingjay — Part 1,” “Interstellar,” “Guardians of the 
Galaxy,” “Big Hero 6” and “Mission Impossible: Ghost Protocol.”

And then, from Aug. 22 through Sept. 12, CA will show mov-
ies every Friday and Saturday. These titles include both “Sleeping 
Beauty” and “Maleficent” on back-to-back nights; Disney’s classic 
version of “Cinderella” and Disney’s 2015 version of “Cinderella” on 
back-to-back nights; plus “The Avengers,” “Furious 7” and the Dis-
ney nature documentary “Monkey Kingdom.”

All showings will begin at dusk, about 8:30 p.m. Movie nights 
have been hosted by Tom “Mr. B” Brzezinski for the past 44 years 
and are sponsored by Columbia Association with a generous grant 
from the Columbia Film Society. Select movies are sponsored by 
Horseshoe Casino Baltimore.

Also, more than 40 nights of music are scheduled for Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays on almost every 
evening from June 16 through Aug. 16 — and for the first time, 
on every Sunday in September. Artists span a variety of genres. 
Learn more about the performers at ColumbiaAssociation.org/
LakefrontFestival.

Concerts will begin at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays, and at 6:30 p.m. on Sundays through 
Aug. 16. The Sunday concerts in September will begin at 3 p.m. 
Concerts are sponsored by Columbia Association, Clyde’s of Co-
lumbia and Sushi Sono, with host and entertainment coordinator 
Jeff Good and sound engineer Daryl Beard.

On Tuesdays from June 30 through July, come out to see tal-
ented youth musicians perform at CA’s Teen Open Mic nights. 
Sign-up begins at 6:45 p.m. and performances are first-come, 
first-served. No bands with drumsets will be allowed. For more 
information, please email CALakefrontFestival@gmail.com. Teen 
Open Mic Nights are hosted in partnership with Collision Music.

And, finally, CA’s annual “Dancing Under the People Tree” free 
dance lessons will be hosted every Friday from June 19 through 
September 11. Instruction with music will be held under the Peo-
ple Tree from 6:30 to 8 p.m., with Tatia Zack leading dances that 
are fun both for beginners and those with experience. And when 
the dance session ends, the movie begins. More information on 
that program can be found online at bit.ly/dancingpeople.



8 • The River Hill Villager • July 2015

agreement.
For more detailed information on your rights when you move, 

get the Factsheet “It’s Your Move! Know Your Options Before Hir-
ing a Moving Company” at www.howardcountymd.gov/consumer. 
For information on this and other consumer topics or to obtain 
these tips in an alternative format, call the Howard County Office 
of Consumer Affairs at 410-313-6420 (voice/relay) or email con-
sumer@howardcountymd.gov.

School Supplies Needed
Despite the fact that Howard County, Maryland, is one of the 

richest counties in the nation, over 10,000 (over 20%) of our pub-
lic school students must rely on the Free & Reduced Meal program 

Bagel Bin & Deli 
410-531-0335

Columbia Bank 
410-531-7000

Everett Jewelers 
410-531-7990

Giant Food 
410-531-7831

Hair Cuttery 
410-531-8052

Ledo Pizza 
443-535-0599

M&T Bank 
410-531-7083

Massage Envy 
410-531-0711

McDonald’s 
410-531-7950

Nouvel Nail Spa 
443-535-8866 

River Hill Cleaners 
410-531-7742

River Hill Optical 
410-531-7920

River Hill Sports 
Grille 
410-531-7900

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com

Subway 
410-531-7982

Sunoco 
410-531-7510

Tower Federal Credit Union 
301-497-7000

The UPS Store 
410-531-9861

Vintage Cellars 
410-531-7860

Tips When You’re On the Move
Relocating this summer? The Howard County Department of 

Citizens Services offers these tips to help your move go smoothly.
Find a reliable moving company—don’t rely solely on online 

or newspaper advertisements. Ask friends and family for recom-
mendations, and look for online reviews. If you are moving from 
Maryland to a different state, make sure your mover is registered 
with the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) as 
required by federal law. Visit www.protectyourmove.gov or call 
201-366-9805. If you are moving within Maryland, you can get 
recommendations from the Maryland Movers Conference. Visit 
www.mdmovers.org or call 410-644-4600.

Compare estimates – Obtain estimates from at least 3 com-
panies. Movers are required by both federal and Maryland law 
to provide written estimates. Movers may give binding and non-
binding estimates. Make sure you understand which type of es-
timate you are getting. If you get a non-binding estimate, ask the 
mover what kind of conditions or circumstances might result in 
the final price being more than the estimate.

Consider insurance options—movers usually set a low limit on 
their liability for lost or damaged goods based on the “valuation” 
of the goods set forth in their contracts – often only $0.60/pound. 
For greater protection, look into buying insurance through your 
homeowner’s insurance company or a company that specializes 
in moving insurance.

Get a copy of your contract and inventory list–make sure the 
mover’s inventory list includes all your items and their condi-
tion before the mover leaves your home. Have the contract and 
inventory on hand when the mover arrives at your new home so 
you can make sure that everything is delivered according to your 
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for nutritious food their families cannot afford.
More than 400 of these students are homeless. For the 

significant number of families who struggle daily to keep up with 
high food, fuel and shelter costs, buying expensive, required 
school supplies is a major challenge.

Since 2002, the Prepare for Success organization has equipped 
over 28,000 HCPSS elementary, middle and high school students 
with backpacks filled with essential school supplies, plus hundreds 
of loose supplies distributed throughout the year. The River 
Hill Community Association will have a collection box at Claret 
Hall through August 14 for donations of school supplies. Please 
consider participating in this worthy cause.

Energy-Saving Tips from BGE
Baltimore Gas & Electric Company offers the following simple 

tips to save energy and money this summer:
Turn it off: Turn off all unnecessary lighting and devices.
Manage your thermostat: Keep thermostats at a constant com-

fortable level when at home. Raise the thermostat setting for days 
of extreme heat to save even more. Install a programmable ther-
mostat to automatically adjust your home’s temperature settings 
when you’re away or sleeping.

Keep shades, blinds, and curtains closed: About 40% of 
unwanted heat comes through windows. Simply closing blinds 
and curtains, which act as a layer of insulation, can reduce heat 
in your home.

Use ceiling fans to circulate air: For those without air 
conditioning, use ceiling fans or portable fans with the windows 
partially open to circulate fresh air into your home. For those with 

For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

The River Hill Village Center 
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)

Offering the Best Treatments, including

Best Treatments Available
Reasonable Fees
Afternoon & Evening Appointments
Consultations are Free
Excellent Results
Super Smiles

Free Initial Consultation
410-381-1077
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Lawn Mower List
Josh Clemons  Garden Walk  410-531-7595

Nikolas DeSousa  Gentle Light Lane 410-279-9505

Alex Potocko Wild Orange Gate 410-782-1138  
       

As of 06/10/2015. To add your name to this frequently re-
quested list, please email your name, address, and phone num-
ber to riverhill@villageofriverhill.org or call 410-531-1749. 

air conditioning, fans can be used to evenly distribute cool air.
Use appliances wisely: Run appliances that produce heat (like 

clothes dryers, ovens and dishwashers) at night when it is cooler.
Be energy smart: Use energy more efficiently through the BGE 

Smart Energy Savers Program that includes Quick Home Energy 
Check-ups, lighting discounts, appliance rebates and many more 
energy saving programs at www.BGESmartEnergy.com.

Film and Discussion about 
Local Conservation

The River Hill Community Association and the Middle Patux-
ent Environmental Area (MPEA) will be hosting an evening for resi-
dents to come together to discuss local conservation and view the 
documentary film Green Fire. The film details the life of Ameri-
can conservationist, Aldo Leopold, and the formation of his ideas. 
The film draws on Leopold’s life and experiences to provide con-
text and validity, then explores the deep impact of his thinking on 
conservation projects around the world today. Davey Roegner, the 
Invasive Species Project Manager at the MPEA, will then lead a 
discussion about how Aldo Leopold’s work can continue to influ-
ence the conservation work citizens and Natural Resource Manag-
ers undertake in Howard County. This free event will be held on 
Monday, July 13 at 7 p.m. at Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle, 
Clarksville. 
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Watershed Tip of the Month

Break the Plastic Water  
Bottle Habit  

We have swallowed the Kool-Aid on plastic bottles of water.
Among the evidence is the giant bag of plastic bottles discard-

ed along our trails that we’ve collected over the past couple of 
months. Nearly 200 bottles and counting! 

Water in plastic bottles is expensive, wastes resources, and 
too often ends up contaminating our waterways — and then our-
selves. Bottled water is a creation of advertising, a deliberate effort 
to get consumers to buy an expensive, hazardous and even infe-
rior product we don’t need. These plastic bottles get used for a few 
minutes at most; then they stick around to contaminate our world 
for centuries.   

More proof of the problem is here:
• Beverage Marketing Corp. predicts that by 2016, bottled water 

will be the top packaged beverage sold in the United States. We 
use and then toss about 50 billion plastic water bottles a year. 

• We pay 240 to 10,000 times more per gallon for water in a plas-
tic bottle than from the tap. Yet the plastic version is tested 
less than tap water — and is often just tap water. Some bottled 
water is twice the price of gasoline. From the tap, water in How-
ard County costs $0.0026 per gallon — meaning a fraction of a 
penny per gallon. 

• Twice as much water is used to produce the plastic bottle as the 
amount of water in the bottle.  So, 1 gallon of water encased in 
plastic requires 2 gallons to manufacture. 

• Most plastic bottles for water are made of polyethylene tere-
phthalate (PET), a byproduct of fossil fuels — either natural gas 
or oil and increasingly from fracking in this country. In 2007, 
the Pacific Institute estimated that nearly a million metric tons 
of the plastic — requiring about 17 million barrels of “oil equiv-
alent” (oil or gas) — are used every year to make plastic bottles 
for water. These bottles must also be transported around the 
country on trucks, which use still more fossil fuels.  

• During manufacturing, every ton of PET produces about three 
tons of carbon dioxide, the greenhouse gas that is destabilizing 
our climate system.  

• We recycle only 12 to 20 percent of plastic bottles (and much of 
that doesn’t end up getting reused because of impurities). The 
rest end up in landfills, where they don’t degrade for hundreds 
if not thousands of years; are burned in incinerators, which re-
lease toxic chemicals into the air, land and water; or are tossed 
on our pathways, roadways, and into streams and oceans. A 
Cornell University researcher made a video animation to help 
visualize our recycling efforts: We recycle about 100 bottles per 
second and waste 877 bottles per second.www.youtube.com/
watch?v=OZbTXDkrD1o#t=53

• About 90 percent of trash in the ocean is plastic. Waterfowl and 
fish often mistake these bits of plastic for food, with dire re-
sults for their health and that of the food chain. Not only does 
the plastic contain harmful chemicals, it acts as a sponge for 
other toxic pollutants. Headed to a beach this summer? Plastic 
often litters the beach but also is becoming the beach, accord-
ing to a U.K. study, with about 5,000 bits of microscopic plastic 
in each cubic meter of sand. Probably much more, research-
ers said, because they couldn’t distinguish some of the small-
est plastic debris.

• A 2011 study published in Environmental Health Perspectives 
found that most plastic containers leach chemicals that mimic 
and alter the endocrine system. In other words, they can mess 
with our hormones and those of other animals.           

We have alternatives that cost far less and won’t harm our 
health or the health of our waterways. Pledge to break the bottled 
water habit: 
• Drink tap water.
• Buy a reusable bottle for carrying water, preferably glass or 

stainless steel rather than, you know, plastic. 
• Use a drinking fountain. 
• When possible, avoid other plastics, too, especially single-use 

items such as plastic shopping bags, straws, utensils, polysty-
rene foam cups. If you must use plastics, recycle.

Tip question of the month
What percent of ocean trash is plastic? 
The first five people to post the correct answer on the River Hill 

Watershed Committee Facebook page will win a native plant. Not 
on Facebook? Send your answer to newsletter@villageofriverhill.
org.

Watershed Moments
Monday, July 13, 7 p.m., Claret Hall: Watch the 57-minute 

film “Green Fire” and discuss local conservation efforts in How-
ard County. The film explores the life and legacy of conservation-
ist Aldo Leopold and the ways his land ethic lives on in the work of 
people and organizations all over the country. Free. 

Displaying 
the big bag of 
plastic bottles 
found discarded 
along River Hill 
trails recently 
are From left 
to right…
Isabel Marcus, 
Priyanshi Patel, 
Felicity Coates, 
Elise Marcus.
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Summer Classes in River Hill:
Flow Yoga: All Levels (Claret Hall)                   

W  ongoing     9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Email KerriCooke26@gmail.com to register.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)

Th  ongoing 10 – 10:45 a.m.  Ages 0 – 5
Now registering for late fall and winter classes. For infor-

mation call 301-758-0304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.
com.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th  ongoing 7:30 – 8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Zumba® (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing thru July  9:30 – 10:30 a.m. and 6 – 7 p.m.
Visit www.maria72.zumba.com or email welcome@msmaria.

dk to register.

Share your news with the community by sending it to  
THE VILLAGER via email: newsletter@villageofriverhill.org.

Got News?

School News
New Maryland Law on 
Compulsory School Attendance

The Maryland General Assembly recently passed Senate Bill 
362, Age for Compulsory Public School Attendance, and the gover-
nor signed it into law. The new law increases the age of compulso-
ry school attendance from 16 to 18. Phase one of the law becomes 
effective on July 1 and increases the age of compulsory school at-
tendance from 16 to 17. Phase two must be fully implemented by 
the beginning of the 2017-2018 school year and further increases 
the age of compulsory school attendance from 17 to 18.

PARCC Assessment Changing
The Maryland State Department of Education has made a 

number of changes to the PARCC test for next year that will short-
en testing duration, make it easier to administer, and take less 
time away from instruction. Instead of two “windows”of testing 
in the spring, there will be just one window for English Language 
Arts and Math – all done in one month or less. The tests will be 
shorter for all grades – by about 90 minutes overall. Kids will sit 
down to take PARCC fewer times – 6 or 7 sessions, instead of 8 or 
9. For more information, visit Maryland State Department of Edu-
cation at at www.marylandpublicschools.org.
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School News

School System and School 
Performance Reports

As part of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) 
reporting requirements, school system and individual school per-
formance reports are posted on the HCPSS website. The reports 
are based on assessment data from the 2013-14 school year. Due 
to the 2013-14 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for Col-
lege and Careers (PARCC) field test, elementary and middle school 
assessment results are only partially reported. For more informa-
tion, visit hcpss.org.

Immunization Updates for 
2015-2016 

All children must have the required State of Maryland immuni-
zations in order to attend school. Students out of compliance may 
not be admitted to school in the fall. New requirements for the 
2015-2016 school year include:
• 2 doses of Varicella vaccine for entry into Kindergarten AND 

1st grade 
• 1 dose of Tdap vaccine for entry into 7th AND 8th grades 
• 1 dose of Meningococcal vaccine for entry into 7th AND 8th 

grade

Moving Up to Middle School
Students entering sixth grade for the 2015-2016 school year 

can discuss the big move and learn the secrets of success before 
the first day of school. Fun learning activities include a book bag 
relay and combination lock time-trial. Registration is required and 
will open in late July. Check the HCLS website this summer for 
details about locations and times of program offerings.

Concussion Testing at RHHS
River Hill High School has scheduled concussion testing for in-

coming 9th graders on the following dates: Tues., Aug. 4 at 12:30 
(Girls Soccer), 2:00 (Boys Soccer), Wed., Aug. 5 at 12:30 (Field 
Hockey), 2:00 (Volleyball), Thurs., Aug. 6 at 12:30 (Football) and 
Tues. Aug. 11 at 10:00 (Cheerleading) and 11:30 (Make Ups). If 
athletes cannot make their scheduled date, please email Kathleen.
cicia@gmail.com.

AHS Concussion Testing
Atholton High School has scheduled concussion testing in con-

junction with Hammond HS due to renovations at AHS during the 
summer. There will be two sessions on Aug. 4 and Aug. 5 at 9:00 
a.m. This is for incoming 9th graders and transfer students only. 
For more information contact Elizabeth DeFrances at elizabeth_
defrances@hcpss.org.

Kindergarten and New Student 
Registration

If you have not yet registered your child as a new student en-
rolling in either Clarksville Elementary School or Pointers Run El-
ementary School, please contact the school office to schedule an 
appointment over the summer. Clarksville Elementary: 410-313-
7050. Pointers Run Elementary School 410-313-7142.

Summer Reading
Keep your child interested in reading this summer. Join How-

ard County Library System’s 2015 Summer Reading Club. Infant 
through high school students can earn prizes for reading! Read 
or listen to books, newspapers, or magazines (including those 
from your school reading list). Pick up your game board when 
you register at any branch. Get details about the program at 
www. http://hclibrary.org/a-students-teachers/summer-read-
ing-club/src2015/.

Host Families Sought for AFS 
Exchange Students

Next school year, some twenty AFS exchange students from 
around the world will come to Howard County for a life-changing 
year of cross-cultural sharing. Kilian and Andrea were AFS stu-
dents at River Hill High School this year. Exchange students live 
in a family such as yours and attend the high school for your ad-
dress. Host families provide room and board for a student and get 
to know a great kid and learn more about a different part of the 
world. Exchange students learn about our American culture from 
the inside and share about theirs. If you would like to hear more 
about the process of becoming a host family or any other aspect of 
the program, contact Christina McGarvey at 410-997-7087 or ck-
mcgarvey@yahoo.com or Sally at s.b.byrne@juno.com. Deadline 
for placement is the week of July 13.

UMD’s Women in Engineering 
Program Academies Lineup

Women in Engineering Leadership Enhancement, Application 
and Design Academies provide students with the opportunity to 
spend an entire day applying principles of a particular engineer-
ing discipline offered at the University of Maryland. Students are 
expected to have a strong academic background and interest in 
engineering, math and science. The program is open to young 
women and men entering grades 9 – 12. 

Tuesday, July 21 from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Fire Protection Engi-
neering

Friday, July 24 from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Aerospace Engineering
Applications are available at https://futureumdengr.wufoo.

com/forms/wie-lead-academies-2015/. Only 20 spots per ses-
sion are available on a first-come, first-served basis. Cost $50 in-
cludes materials and lunch.
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 The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and 
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at 
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m. 
Applications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign-in. 
Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental docu-
mentation, application amendments, or additional information 
that the RAC has requested.

 Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior 
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret 
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agen-
das are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agen-
das are published in The Villager when the publication schedule 
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review 
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ 
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not 
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision. 
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION
Deadline (Friday) Meeting Date

June 5, 2015 July 1, 2015

June 19, 2015 July 15, 2015

July 17, 2015 August 5, 2015

July 31, 2015 August 19, 2015

August 14, 2015 September 2, 2015

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline Fridays by 12 Noon

Architectural News

Upcoming Meeting
July 15, 2015

6625 Towering Oak Lane  Signage
6016 Pure Sky Place Shed
5716 Whistling Winds Walk Window 
6324 Velvet Path Retaining Wall
6412 Summer Sunrise Drive Front Door

AC Decisions
July 1, 2015

Pending                                                                                                                       
5837 Wild Orange Gate     Driveway Expansion, 
  Retaining Walls                                                  
7120 Morning Light Trail     Lighting (Exterior)                                                                   
6504 Evening Shadows Court     Tree Removals                                                                        
6404 River Run    Deck, Porch: Screened                                                                             
6542 South Wind Circle    Color Change: Shutters, 
  Siding, Trim, Roof

June 17, 2015

Pending
6464 South Wind Circle    Addition, Portico, Trash                                                                       
6400 Mellow Wine Way    Deck                                                                                                    
6621 Towering Oak Path   French Drain                                                                                    
6313 Gentle Light Lane   Fence, Step(s)                                                                               
7148 Morning Light Trail     Trampoline, Tree Removals, 
  Walkway

June 3, 2015

Approved
6308 Silvery Star Path Fence
6416 Enchanted Solitude Place Deck; Screened Porch
12125 Shining Stars Lane Patio, Shed
5829 Wild Orange Gate Driveway Expansion
12208 Summer Sky Path Tree Removals
6465 Onward Trail Fence
12133 Sunlit Water Way Patio, Walkway

Withdrawn
6304 Silvery Star Path Fence
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Architectural News

Cul de Sac Maintenance
It’s that time of the year again when residents ask, “Who is re-

sponsible for maintenance of the cul-de-sac islands?” 
Although the cul-de-sac islands are owned by the county, the 

regular mowing of the center islands is the responsibility of all res-
idents whose homes face or driveways open onto the island. Some-
times it seems like this burden falls onto one or two neighbors who 
do “all the heavy lifting.” Unless this is something these individu-
als have formally agreed to do, it is not unusual for them to start 
becoming resentful and frustrated that others are not sharing in 
the chore. So, if your cul de sac hasn’t formalized a maintenance 
plan, now is the time to do so! The residents on some streets have 
developed a mowing schedule so it is clear who is responsible each 
week. Other streets have decided that the best solution is to share 
in the cost and pay a contractor who is regularly in the area. 

There are some streets in the village where residents have 
worked together to install attractive, low maintenance landscap-
ing that reduces the need to mow. Instead, they make it a peri-
odic neighborhood event to get together to weed and spread new 
mulch. Do you like the idea of beautifying your cul-de-sac island 
and minimizing mowing? If so, contact the Association’s Covenant 
Advisor to find out more about the process and apply for one of the 
two, $300 grants available this year.

Whatever your solution, we encourage you to work together to 
find one that works given the abilities and interests of your neigh-
bors. 

Trash & Recycling Tips
Follow these tips to help keep our community looking its best:
• Keep your trash cans and recycling bins screened from view 

when it’s not your pick-up day.  Remember, Article VIII, Section 
8.06 of the River Hill Covenants requires that these containers 
be “…stored in such a manner so they cannot be seen from ad-
jacent and surrounding property.” 

• Don’t like, or don’t have room, to keep your trash and recycling 
bins in your garage? Submit plans and obtain Architectural 
Committee approval to construct a trash enclosure. Do this be-
fore you build it!

• Unless you are able to put your trash bags at the curb as the 
truck comes down the street, please use cans with lids. Crows 
and other animals do get into plastic bags left out overnight 
and frequently strew the trash around the street. Aside from 
looking nasty, the contents often pose a health and safety risk 
to pets and children. If this does happen to you, be considerate 
of your neighbors and pick up the area promptly.

• Have you been pruning your shrubs and trees, or did Moth-
er Nature take care of that for you during one of the recent 
storms? PLEASE remember your 4’s when disposing of yard 
waste: each item under 40 pounds; each item must be less 
than 4 feet long; limbs must be under 4 inches in diameter and 
must be tied or bundled together (not to exceed 18” in diam-
eter); and yard waste must be put out BEFORE 6 a.m. Please 
don’t place yard waste in the roadway.

For more trash and recycling tips visit: www.co.ho.md.us/trash.
htm.

May 20, 2015 

Approved
6516 Radiant Gleam Way Color Change: Door, Shutters,
  Siding, Trim
6504 Early Lily Row Tree Removals
6411 Western Star Run Fence
6105 Trackless Sea Court Landing, Steps, Tree Additions

Approved with Condition(s)
6428 River Run Screened Patio
6510 Barley Corn Row  Deck: Color/Stain
12113 Early Lilacs Path Driveway Expansion
6313 Last Sunbeam Place Walkway 

May 6, 2015

Approved 
12199 Linden Linthicum Lane    Patio  
6464 Sundown Trail    Deck

Approved with Condition(s)
7095 Garden Walk    Windows Replacement 
5808 Indian Summer Drive    Tree Removals
6646 Autumn Wind Circle    Driveway, Walkway
6453 Onward Trail     Fence
12101 Trailing Moss Gate    Drainage, Retaining Walls
6344 Morning Time Lane    Tree Removals
5809 White Pebble Path   Tree Removals

Fast Track Applications
Approved
6526 River Run Tree Removal
7033 Garden Walk Color Change: Siding
5829 Wild Orange Gate Area Under Deck: Concrete
6509 Folded Leaf Square Color Change: Deck
7145 Morning Light Trail Exterior Lighting, 
  Storm Door Accessories
6404 Grateful Heart Gate Front Door
5944 Gentle Call Deck: Material Change
6309 Morning Time Lane   Front Door                                                                                       
6316 Last Sunbeam Place Area Under Deck: Other
6453 Quiet Night Ride     Solar Collector
6412 Ripe Apple Lane    Tree Removal 
                                                                            
Approved with Condition(s)
5908 Gentle Call Material Change: Deck
6509 Folded Leaf Square Play Equipment
6056 Ascending Moon Path Deck: Stain
6420 Misty Top Pass    Deck: Material Change                                                                    

Appeal Hearing(s)                                                                                                                                                               
None
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AROUND TOWN

Volunteer Opportunities at HCC
Get involved in the Arts by becoming a Horowitz Center Volunteer. 
Volunteers are needed to help take tickets, sell refreshments, dis-
tribute programs, assist patrons with special/accessibility seat-
ing needs, and answer questions about upcoming performing arts 
events. Best of all, Horowitz Center Volunteers get to see perfor-
mances in their entirety for free, during their assigned shifts. Ages 
18+. Call 443-518-1500 or email boxoffice@howardcc.edu for ad-
ditional information.

Historic Ellicott City Walking Tours
Saturdays. July 11, 25, August 8, 22, September 12, 26 and Oc-
tober 10, 24 beginning at 11 a.m. The ¾-mile tour, led by local 
historians, starts at historic Mt. Ida, 3691 Sarah’s Lane, Ellicott 
City and ends at the B&O Railroad Museum on Main Street in 
Historic Ellicott City. Water provided. $10 per person and $5 for 
HCHS members. Discounts available for groups of 10 or more. 
Tickets must be reserved ahead of time at www.hchsmd.org/pro-
grams or by calling 410-480-3250.

Sixth Annual Howard County  
Film “Feastival”

Tues., July 21 from 6-8:30 p.m., a celebration of the local food 
movement in Howard County, highlighting the connection be-
tween Howard County farms, restaurants, food producers and 
the community. The event serves as a kick-off to Howard County’s 
Summer Restaurant Weeks (July 20 – Aug. 3), the annual food ex-
travaganza when restaurants across the county incorporate local-
ly grown products to serve farm fresh meals at attractive prices. 
It will also promote the start of the nine-day Buy Local Maryland 
Challenge, to be held from July 18 – 26. The Feastival will begin 
with an array of farm-fresh food samples, prepared by several 
Howard County restaurants. This year the film “Farmland,” which 
focuses on individual young producers throughout the U.S., will 
be featured. There will be music, educational booths and a mini 
farmers market featuring county farm produce and products for 
sale. Free. Advance registration required at www.hceda.org/agri-
culture. Registration is limited.

Film and Discussion about  
Local Conservation

Mon., July 13 at 7 p.m. at Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle, 
Clarksville, The Village of River Hill and the Middle Patuxent En-
vironmental Area (MPEA) will be hosting an evening for residents 
to come together to discuss local conservation and view the docu-
mentary film Green Fire. The film details the life of American con-
servationist, Aldo Leopold, and the formation of his ideas. The film 
draws on Leopold’s life and experiences to provide context and va-
lidity, then explores the deep impact of his thinking on conserva-
tion projects around the world today. Davey Roegner, the Invasive 
Species Project Manager at the MPEA, will then lead a discussion 
about how Aldo Leopold’s work can continue to influence the con-
servation work citizens and Natural Resource Managers under-
take in Howard County.

Nine-Day Buy Local Maryland Challenge
Jul. 18 – 26. The Buy Local Challenge is a personal commitment 
to support farms by eating local. Pledge to eat at least one thing 
from a local farm every day during Buy Local Week. It’s good for 
you, good for the local economy and good for the planet. In addi-
tion to providing food that’s fresh and nutritional, buying from 
local farms promotes cleaner air and water and reduces our car-
bon footprint on the planet. When you buy local, you help to en-
sure that the benefits of our farms survive for many years to come. 
Visit buy-local-challenge.com for additional information, creative 
tips and recipes.

Lyme Disease Presentation
Thurs., July 23, at 7 p.m. at The Other Barn, 5851 Robert Oli-
ver Place, a presentation on Lyme Disease – the basics and creat-
ing awareness. The numbers of those who have Lyme Disease are 
staggering and growing. It is fair to assume that everyone living in 
this area has a close family friend or relative living with Lyme Dis-
ease. Time will be given for Q&A. Free and open to the public. For 
more information, contact Sandy Cederbaum, Oakland Mills Vil-
lage Manager at manager@oaklandmills.org or call 410-730-4610.

facilities@villageofriverhill.org
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AROUND TOWN
Children’s Tea at Historic Oakland

Sat., Aug. 1 from 2 – 3:30 p.m. at Historic Oakland Manor, 5430 
Vantage Point Road, Columbia, Town Center Community Associ-
ation presents an afternoon for children to enjoy tea, lemonade, 
scones, savories and sweets. A keepsake craft activity will also be 
included. Children must be accompanied by an adult. $13 per 
person. Pre-registration required by July 29 at www.eventbrite.
com/e/childrens-tea-tickets.

Summer Bible Camp
July 13 – 17 from 9 a.m. – noon at Christ Lutheran Church, 
Clarksville. Children (4-Years-Old through Eighth Grade) are in-
vited to “Making Tracks” Summer Bible Camp, an exciting rail-
road adventure , which will include Bible stories, songs, skits, and 
crafts. Free. Pre-registration is requested at www.christlutheran.
net or 410-730-5209.

Neighbor Ride Volunteer Opportunities
Summer is a great time to make a difference in the community. 
Help decrease isolation and improve the quality of life for How-
ard County seniors by volunteering to provide rides for medical 
appointments, social outings, religious services, fitness activi-
ties, shopping and other needs. Daytime, evening and weekend 

opportunities available and no set schedule is required. Parents 
are welcome to bring their children along when volunteering for a 
wonderful inter-generational experience. Contact 410-884-7433 
or volunteer@neighborride.org for more information.

HC DrugFree’s Teen Advisory Council 
Accepting Applications for Fall 2015

HC DrugFree’s Teen Advisory Council is taking the summer off. 
Monthly meetings will begin again in September and will be held 
from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. at The Other Barn in the Oakland Mills 
Village Center, 5853 Robert Oliver Place, Columbia. All Howard 
County Teens are invited to submit an application and attend 
the monthly meetings. Go to www.hcdrugfree.org/teen-advisory-
council/ to download an application form.

Sunset Serenades
Wednesday evenings through August 12, 7 p.m. at Centenni-
al Park South, 10000 Route 108, Ellicott City. Enjoy this pop-
ular summer concert series. Bring a blanket or lawn chair, a 
picnic supper, rent a canoe or paddleboat and enjoy music in 
the park. Free. Monetary donations will be accepted at the In-
formation/Marketing Table. Visit www.centennialmd.org/index.
php?dove=events for concert schedule and more information.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting  

“Our Passion is Your Pets”
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, mid-
day, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact: 
www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture. Art, Silver, 
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+ yr ex-
perience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic 
Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support includ-
ing Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more. 
Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com 
or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Photography Instruction
Award-winning, nationally exhibited, Photographer and Visu-
al Artist now accepting beginning and intermediate students for 
creative coaching, camera operation, available light, critiquing 
and more. Please contact Gary: doubledpics@aol.com. Visit www.
brightsidepictures.com and www.doubledpictures50.blogspot.
com for examples.

Pool Table For Sale
A great Pool Table needs a great home…Olhausen 8ft “The Drake” 
Model, cues rack balls. Wife says Gone…$1,350 OBO. Call Ron – 
443-310-5504.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant 
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand run-
ning, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and spe-
cial event support. Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771, 
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Your real estate expert in River Hill & Howard County

Shun Lu, Ph.D, Re/Max 100
410-440-7738 (C) 410-730-6100 (O)

Email: ShunLu@ReMax.net
Web:  ShunLuRealEstate.com
Office:  5575 Sterrett Place
    Columbia, MD 21044

Top 1% Realtors Nationwide 
A resident of Clarksville
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