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Michael Smith shows his skills at the Flea Market on June 9.
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Summer is always the prime time of 
the year for roadway projects. Traf-
fic volumes are down due to sum-

mer vacations, the weather is typically 
dry, and there are no school bus routes to 
contend with. This summer is no excep-
tion and there are several projects occur-
ring within and around the Village of River 
Hill that may impact residents:
 Road Closure of Trotter Road – 
Trotter Road will close to through traf-
fic on or about July 10 until August 26 
to allow for the construction of a water 
and sewer main extension. The work is on 
Trotter Road beginning at the intersection 
of Trotter Crossing on the south end and 
extending northward to a point adjacent 
to the residence at 5909 Trotter Road. 
River Hill residents residing off of South 
Wind Circle and Red Clover Lane will 
need to access Trotter Road from Summer 
Sunrise drive to reach their homes. A de-
tour route along Rte 108 and Great Star 
Drive will be established to conduct traf-

fic around the constructiozn 
zone. The contractor will
provide access to those who 
live in the closed construc-
tion zone as much as is 
reasonably possible. Once 
school begins and school 
busses are running, the 
road closure will end and 
the remaining work will 
continue until completion 
with one lane of traffic open 
through the construction 
corridor at all times.
 Cedar Lane/Grace 
Drive Area – The develop-
er of the new Simpson Mill 
community is in the pro-
cess of making changes to 
the exit from MD 32 and 
along Cedar Lane. To ac-
commodate traffic entering 
and exiting this new com-
munity, the exit ramp from 
westbound MD 32 will be 
modified and all traffic will 
be directed to signals at 
Cedar Lane. The existing 
concrete islands will remain 
to create a left turn 
lane for drivers accessing Grace Drive 
from the south. North of the exit ramp, 
northbound bicycle pocket lanes will be 
added on Cedar Lane and deceleration 
and acceleration lanes will be added for 
residents accessing Simpson Mill. A full-
fledged, four-legged, signalized intersec-
tion will be installed at the Grace Drive/
Cedar Lane/Simpson Mill Road intersec-
tion. Lane markings will be changed to 
form a painted separator for drivers who 
are traveling southbound on Cedar Lane 
to turn left onto Simpson Mill Road. All 

work is expected to be completed by the fall.
 MD 32 Median Changes – This sum-
mer the State Highway Administration 
(SHA) is making changes in the MD 32 me-
dian from MD 108 to US 1. SHA is install-
ing 28 storm water management facilities 
designed to improve water quality. The con-
tractors will be working behind the concrete 
barriers between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. Driv-
ers must remain alert as construction ve-
hicles will be accessing the roadway during 
these times.
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Board Meeting Schedule

Board Highlights . . .

All meetings are held in Claret Hall at the River Hill Village 
Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior 
to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident 
Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you have written 
material you would like the Board to review, please drop it by 
the village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All ap-
proved minutes are available for review at the village office. For 
additional information, please contact the village office.
NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: July 8 and September 16 at 7 p.m. 
Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board Meet-
ing Agendas & Minutes. 

THE VILLAGER

Coordinator & Advertising, Maureen Cogan:  

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz

Design/Producation: www.realfreshcreative.com

Village Manager: 
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Covenant Advisor: 
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Facility Coordinator: 
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Communications & Events Coordinator: 
Maureen Cogan, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Administrative Assistant: 
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Monday/Tuesday/Thursday 9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Wednesday/Friday 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.–Noon

Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to: 
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

RIVER HILL BOARD
Melissa Bradshaw ...................................................................571-243-9462 
Kathy Chavers (Development & Open Space).....Kathy.Chavers@gmail.com
Jenny Chu (Special Events) ...................................... jennyzchu@yahoo.com
Kenny Kan, Chairperson (Financial Matters) ............... kwtkan@hotmail.com
Dengfeng Liu ............................................................................ liudf@jhu.edu
Liyan Zhang, Vice Chair (Development &  
    Open Space) .......................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Kaede Johnson, Tiffany Kan
(Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Michael Cornell  301-742-2761

River Hill Community 
Association, Inc.

Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029

Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259

website: www.villageofriverhill.org

June 10, 2013

• Andrea Beri and Daniel and Joan Morton, River Hill residents, 
expressed concern about the Grace Drive re-zoning requests.

• Approved the FY13 4th Quarter Financial Statements and 
Variance Analysis.

• Approved the FY13 Facility Use Report.
• Approved letter requesting the installation of pet waste sta-

tions in the open space recommended by the Association’s 
Watershed Committee.

• Appointed Melissa Bradshaw to the Village Board.
• Appointed the following youth to the Teen Advisory Com-

mittee: Michael Dai, Pradyun Dixit, Arienne Guiv, Ali Hovet, 
Karen Ni, Madison Sage, Nicole Young, Stacy Young, and Jen-
nifer Zhang.

• Minutes Approved:  April 22, 2013 and May 6, 2013.

Receive Village News by Email

Sign up for the Association’s listserv
by visiting www.villageofriverhill.org.

Click on “Receive Village News by Email” and select 
the categories in which you are interested.
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 Michael Cornell, River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
 Columbia Association Board of Directors 
 cell: 301-742-2761 home: 410-531-9340 
 michaelcornell@comcast.net
The views presented herein represent those of the author only and 
do not necessarily represent those of the River Hill Community As-
sociation Board of Directors.

Check out the River Hill Community Association’s Facebook page. 
“Like Us” to get valuable information and stay informed

 about activities happening in Columbia.
We’re also on Twitter!

@ClaretHallMD

Council Corner: Just What Clarskville Needs: Another Bank!
 First, I’d like to say thank you to Council Members Greg Fox 
and Courtney Watson for voting “No” on what appears to be a 
move to turn the River Hill Garden Center (RHGC) into a strip mall 
with, among other things, a Panera, a fast food restaurant and 
another bank. (Just what Clarksville needs – another bank!) 
 The initial rezoning request, as explained to the River Hill 
Board of Directors in 2009 was an attempt to keep the Garden 
Center solvent, save jobs, and allow an expansion to generate 
more income in their off season. Somewhere along the line, this 
apparently turned into a strip mall along an already congested 
Route 108. B-1 zoning was approved for the Center’s property by 
the Zoning Board in October 2011. Apparently, the owner, Mr. 
Steven Klein, was not aware that the  Department of Planning and 
Zoning (DPZ) provided the residents with a copy of the RHGC’s 
environmental concept plan before their pre-submission meeting 
held on June 18. The plan states, “Existing Use: Garden Center, 
Proposed Use: Bank, Restaurant, Pharmacy.” It’s a shame the 
Zoning Board members didn’t see this coming. I believe that the 
County Council members, including Mary Kay Sigaty who voted 
for this change, were really trying to preserve the Garden Cen-
ter. You should know that your Village Board testified repeatedly 
against the rezoning and further development of the Garden Cen-
ter which had been granted a special exception to operate in the 
first place. Sadly, a former county official once described the ex-
isting exceptions, allowances and redlining not as small loopholes 
but as loopholes “big enough to drive a Sherman tank through.”
 While the Village has been working on a master plan for what 
the community would like future development to look like, the 
boundaries of that plan do not extend down Route 108 to the high 
school and elementary school. Hindsight being 20-20, what are 
our options now?
1.  Disengage the zoning process from politics. When the 

County Council IS the Zoning Board, unlike most municipali-
ties, there is opportunity for major campaign donors to create 
undue influence in zoning decisions. Currently, constituents 
are prevented from contacting a County Council Member on 
zoning issues while the issues are before the Zoning Board. 
Developer money is a loud voice during campaign season that 

resonates throughout terms of office.
2.   Re-vamp/Amend the Village Center Master Plan to include 

the areas from Clarksville Elementary to Ten Oaks Road and 
down Grace Drive to Cedar Lane. The committee that has 
been working on the Village Center Master Plan has done a 
fabulous job. For those not familiar with the plan, it amounts 
to an expression of what future development should look 
like in and around the Village Center. And while not binding 
on the County, the Plan is supposed to give weight and help 
shape future building and zoning decisions. Local decisions 
impact the quality of life on those living and working within 
the Village, not to mention those commuting to or through 
Clarksville. If those wanting to make left hand turns into ex-
isting retail centers, residential areas or schools along Route 
108 think it’s bad now – wait until they see the possible addi-
tion of a Panera, Chick-Fil-A, bank and pharmacy where the 
Garden Center now resides.  

3.  Require the Zoning Board to Follow Master Plans for the 
County, or wait until the comprehensive county master plan 
is re-worked. Stop granting exceptions, amendments, allow-
ances and redlines. A number of exceptions and development 
projects are seemingly being rushed in advance of the coun-
ty’s reworking of the Master Plan. Why not have a moratorium 
on exceptions, allowances, errors and redlines until the new 
plan is developed? This is not anti-growth – it’s called playing 
by the rules. Anything that falls under the current plan is fair 
game. You want something different? Wait your turn. 

 Further, the Village and residents can ask CA to lobby on its 
behalf regarding this or any zoning issue. (Similar issues face 
other Villages.) The CA Board will hear you! 
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Watershed Committee Tip of the Month

Moving Stormwater to the  
Slow Lane
 Think of the county’s new stormwater fee as a speeding ticket 
for stormwater. We’ve been letting stormwater break all the speed 
limits, and we’re about to get serious about better red lights, speed 
bumps and stop signs.  
 Algae-filled ponds, erosion on streambanks and pathways, 
and muddy streams and rivers of soil after storms are all symp-
toms of too much stormwater runoff.  A fifth of the pollution in 
the Chesapeake Bay is from stormwater runoff. All that stormwa-
ter rushing off of roofs, driveways, sidewalks, roads and parking 
lots carries oils, pet waste, pesticides, herbicides and debris to the 
Bay, causing low levels of dissolved oxygen and fish kills. Some-
times beaches have to close for swimmers because of high bacteria 
levels.  
 In 2012, the state passed a law requiring the 10 largest ju-
risdictions in Maryland to create a stormwater protection fee this 
year.  In March, the Howard County Council approved a Water-
shed Protection and Restoration fee to pay for infrastructure re-
pairs, stormwater ponds, rain gardens and other techniques that 
slow stormwater, as well as for education, monitoring and incen-
tives.  That fee structure was based on the amount of impervious 
surface on a property and was to start July 1. Days before it was 
to take effect, however, County Executive Ken Ulman proposed a 
“streamlined” fee. Under the revised plan, which requires Coun-
cil approval, owners of townhouses and condominiums would be 
charged $15 annually. Owners of single-family homes on lots up 
to one-quarter acre would pay $45, and residential properties 

larger than one-quarter acre would be charged $90. Commer-
cial and industrial property owners would pay a $15 fee for each 
“unit,” 500 square feet, of impervious surface on their property. 
Nonprofits would be able to get grants to pay for approved reme-
diation plans, and fees for businesses would be capped at 20 per-
cent of the property tax bill.  Because of the last-minute revisions, 
the fee won’t show up as an item on the semiannual property tax 
bill until December. 
 Property owners can reduce the fee by removing impervious 
surfaces and replacing them with gardens and rain gardens, po-
rous pavers and other stormwater controls. 
 For information on reducing your fee with credits, contact the 
county Office of Environmental Sustainability at cleanwaterhow-
ard@howardcountymd.gov or Jim Caldwell at jcaldwell@howard-
countymd.gov.
Sources: www.cleanhoward.com and www.livegreenhoward.com.

BGE Power Outage Update
 As was outlined in the April issue of The Villager, BGE is 
working on modifications to their system to address electric reli-
ability concerns that have been plaguing residents in parts of the 
Pointers Run neighborhood.  BGE plans to install several pieces 
of automatically-operated equipment, called reclosers, at strategic 
points along the overhead portion of the supply feeder serving the 
affected communities. Should a problem occur, this equipment 
will operate to isolate the problem, resulting in an interruption to 
the smallest number of customers possible. For example, prob-
lems occurring on Pindell School Rd. or Cedar La. would not affect 
residents in Pointers Run. While no technology can assure 100% 
reliability, residents should see a significant improvement in reli-
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For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

The River Hill Village Center 
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)

Offering the Best Treatments, including

Best Treatments Available
Reasonable Fees
Afternoon & Evening Appointments
Consultations are Free
Excellent Results
Super Smiles

Free Initial Consultation
410-381-1077

ability during both calm and adverse weather.
 The first project milestone, engineering of the job, was com-
pleted on time (May 15) and the job was moved to the design 
phase. The project remains on schedule for completion by the end 
of the year. The remaining milestones are:
• Design (develop construction drawings, identify material, en-

sure proper field conditions) by September 15
• Permitting (obtain any and all required state and local per-

mits) by November 1
• Construction (build and place in service) by December 31
 Be advised that these dates could shift due to unforeseen cir-
cumstances such as weather, but there is every expectation that 
the work will be completed by the end of 2013. BGE will continue 
to keep the Association informed of progress.

Police Increase  
Summer Patrols
 With increased activity during the summer months, Pfc. Ter-
rence Benn, the Association’s Community Liaison Officer, will be 
conducting additional patrols in River Hill on Wednesdays.  These 
patrols will continue until the children go back to school.  Pfc. 
Benn will be patrolling our community in his police cruiser, on foot 
and by bicycle.  During his first patrol on June 19 he issued warn-
ings and several tickets for speeding in our community.
 Residents can meet with Pfc. Benn while he is out in the 
community. If you would like to schedule a specific time to meet, 
please contact him at 410-313-3755 or tbenn@howardcountymd.
gov.

Fit Kidz Coming to River Hill
 Looking for a way to get your kids off the couch this summer? 
There’s a new class at the Meeting Room called Fit Kidz that’s de-
signed to get your kids in motion and have fun, too. The program 
targets four primary goals based on the developmental needs of 
each age group. The goals are to improve attention span to develop 
concentration; enhance listening and behavioral skills; enhance 
and improve motor coordination, balance, and agility; and prepare 
children for sports teams.
 Cheria and Ndimby are the instructors and are also a hus-
band and wife team who each have over 10 years of experience 
teaching children’s educational and fitness activities. 
 Ndimby has taught family karate programs for the last 10 
years in Montgomery County. Cheria has  traveled internation-
ally to volunteer for childrens’ centers, tutored for internation-
al families in America and operated private family summer day 
camps. For the last 3 years, she has also taught childrens’ karate 
classes with Ndimby, which is where they met. 
 Now, they are teaming up to bring the value fitness has to 
offer, in combination with their passion for children and families, 
with a vibrant teaching style designed to make fitness fun for all 
ages. Whether your child is intimidated by team sports or lacks 
the confidence to try something new, Fit Kidz gives children of all 
ages the confidence and skills to approach sports by using drills 
from actual professional sports teams and make it fun to exercise. 
Each week’s class features games and activities based around a 
different sport theme. If your child is already athletically inclined, 
these games and drills are also a way to challenge and grow their 
physical ability to prepare them for any new or current sport they 
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The Village Center Concerts 
Are Back!
 These free concerts take place on Fridays from 6 to 8 p.m 
in the Village Center common area:

July 5 BG & The Mojo Hands (Blues, Swing)

July 12 EllisWoodward (Kids Show)

July 19 Mr. Dave of D’s Magic (Magician)

July 26 Naked Blue (Folk Rock)

August 2 Pan Fried Steel (Steel Drums)

August 9 The Sidleys (R&B, Rock)

August 16 Invasion (British Rock)

may want to pursue. “We make fitness fun!,” said Cheria.
 These new classes are taught at The Meeting Room, 6330 
Trotter Rd, Clarksville on Saturday mornings starting July 20 and 
going through August 31. The 30-minute classes are divided into 
age groups. The 3 to 4-year old class is at 9 a.m.; the 5 to 7-year 
old class is at 9:45 a.m.; and the 8 to 12-year old class is at 10:30 
a.m. The fee is $25 per drop-in class or there’s a special package 
for 5 weeks for $115. Sports gear or uniforms are not required. 
 Register today by calling 443-718-0146 or email NCfitkidz@
gmail.com.

Day-Tripping With the Family
 Sometimes summer seems to whiz by in a blink and some-
times we search for something to do with all those days off. Here 
are some ideas for family activities that are no more than a day’s 
drive away (or closer).

Frederick Keys Baseball Game
Harry Grove Stadium, 21 Stadium Drive, Frederick, MD
301-815-9939
www.frederickkeys.com
These games are in a small stadium, which means you have 
an excellent chance of getting on the Jumbotron. This plus 
a kid’s area with a carousel and specials each day, includ-
ing little leaguers getting in free for Sunday through Thurs-
day night games, make this a great place for families to spend 
a summer evening. Following every Keys home game kids are 
invited to line up down the right field line to run the bases.  

Brookside Gardens
1800 Glenallan Ave. Wheaton, MD
301-962-1400
www.montgomeryparks.org/facilities/gardens.shtm
Visitors Center: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Conservatories: 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
 Brookside Gardens is Montgomery County’s award-winning 
50-acre public display garden situated within Wheaton Region-
al Park. Included in this acreage are several gardens including 
an Aquatic Garden, Butterfly Garden, Children’s Garden, Rose 
Garden and Japanese Style Garden. Admission to the gardens 
is free, but the conservatories have fees. Call for information. 
 
Luray Caverns
970 U.S. Hwy. 211 West, 
PO Box 748, Luray, VA 22835
540-743-6551
www.luraycaverns.com
Open June 15 to Labor Day 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Day after Labor Day to October 31 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
 The General Admission rate includes the attraction entrance 
fee and Luray Caverns tour, a self-guided tour of the Car and Car-
riage Caravan, and access to the Luray Valley Museum. Free ad-
mission to Toy Town Junction. The Garden Maze is a hit with kids 
and admission is $9 for adults and $7 for children ages 6 to 12.

Pretzel Factory Lititz, PA
219 East Main St. (Route 772) Lititz, PA 17543
717-626-4354
www.juliussturgis.com
Hours 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Tours / Closed Sundays
 Tour the original bakery and receive your own piece of dough 

and learn how to twist a pretzel. Visitors will also see the original 
ovens built by Julius Sturgis and learn the history of pretzel bak-
ing in America. Admission is $3 adults and $2 children.

Winterthur Gardens and Manor
5105 Kennett Pike, Wilmington, DE 19807
800-448-3883
302-888-4907 TTY
www.winterthur.org
Museum and Garden 
hours are 
Tuesday–Sunday, 
10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. 
Last tour tickets sold 
at 3:15 p.m. Last tour 
is at 3:30 p.m.
Closed Mondays.
 In addition to 
the mansion and sev-
eral gardens at Win-
terthur, there’s a 
beautiful children’s 
garden, called En-
chanted Woods, in 
a three-acre plot of 
the Winterthur Gar-
den. This  garden in-
cludes a child sized 
faerie cottage, little 
benches, mushrooms that lightly spray mist to cool off hot kids, 
a tulip tree house, and a spiral path under shade. 
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Village Board to Discuss 
Development Issues
 At their meeting on July 8, the River Hill Village Board will 
discuss the following development-related issues that directly im-
pact the community:
• Re-zoning of three Grace Drive properties now being consid-

ered by the County Council during the Comprehensive Zon-
ing Plan process; and 

• Re-development of the River Hill Garden Center property
 The Village Board is moving forward to enter into covenants 
with the Grace Drive property owners to limit the uses which 
would be allowed under the proposed Planned Employment Cen-
ter (PEC) and Planned Office Research (POR) zones. The Associa-
tion’s goal is to ensure that future development along Grace Drive 
will not detract from the nearby residential properties in the Point-
ers Run neighborhood and is appropriate for our community. The 
Board is also aware that development along Grace Drive has the 
potential to negatively impact the nearby Robinson Nature Center 
and the Simpson Mill residences under construction off of Cedar 
Lane.
 Andrea Beri, a long-time resident of the Pointers Run neigh-
borhood, has volunteered to solicit input from residents who will 
be affected most directly by changes along Grace Drive. She will be 
canvassing the community and residents for input. Residents can 
also reach her at 443-472-0819 or andreaberi123@gmail.com. 
Kathy Chavers, the Board Member liaison on this development 
matter, can be reached at Kathy.Chavers@gmail.com. 
 In addition to the re-zoning issues along Grace Drive, the 
owners of the River Hill Garden Center are preparing to re-devel-

op their property. In 2011, the Howard County Zoning Board ap-
proved a change in zoning for the Garden Center property from 
R-20, which is established to permit single family dwellings, to 
B-1, which is established to provide areas of local business that 
can directly serve the general public with retail sales and servic-
es. When the owners, Steve and Cathy Klein, presented their case 
to the Zoning Board requesting this change, Mr. Klein’s testimo-
ny focused on the need to grow the garden center in order to have 
a profitable, non-seasonal business. Mr. Klein recently held a re-
quired pre-submission meeting at which he presented their rede-
velopment plans to the public. The plan that Mr. Klein presented 
includes a down-sized “boutique” garden center use, a restaurant 
site which Mr. Klein said may be a Panera Bread restaurant, a 
fast food restaurant which may be a Chick-fil-A restaurant and a 
bank. The plan requires the removal of the former Kendall home 
and includes the creation of a new main entrance/exit at Shep-
pard Lane. Although Mr. Klein has stated he does not have plans 
to construct a pharmacy, the environmental concept plan sub-
mitted to the Department of Planning and Zoning also includes a 
pharmacy as a proposed use.
 Residents in attendance at the pre-submission meeting were 
surprised by the plans. Several residents expressed their concerns 
to the County Council during their June 24 Comprehensive Zon-
ing hearing. These residents have asked that the River Hill Garden 
Center property’s zoning be reversed from B-1 to R-20 as a part of 
the Comprehensive Zoning process. At their meeting on July 8, the 
River Hill Village Board will discuss how the Association will pro-
ceed and resident input will be helpful. At this point it is unclear 
whether a change can be made as part of the Comprehensive Zon-
ing Plan process.  
 The County Council is expected to vote on the Comprehensive 
Zoning Plan (CB32-2013) on July 25 beginning at 4:30 p.m. Resi-
dents can share their views about both the Grace Drive re-zoning 
requests and the River Hill Garden Center re-development plans 
with the Council via councilmail@howardcountymd.gov,
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Summer Classes in River Hill:
Booty Beat (Claret Hall)

M ongoing 6:30–7:30 p.m.
Call 410-794-6757 or visit www.dmikolasko.zumba.com.

Easy Method Driving School (Meeting Room)

M/W ongoing 5:50–9:05 p.m.
Call 410-461-9090 or 1-877-461-9090 or
visit www.easymethoddrivingschool.com.

Fit Kidz (Meeting Room)

Sat  July 20 - Aug. 31    9-11 a.m.
Call 301-332-0411 or cheria.blomme@gmail.com

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)

Th ongoing 10–10:45 a.m.  Ages 0–5
Now registering for summer classes. For information call 301-
758-0304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

Sylvan Learning  (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing         4:30-6:30 pm
Call 410-740-8331 or e-mail Sylvan.EllicottCity@SylvanLearn-
ing.com to register.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 7:30–8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Zumba® (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 9:30–10:30 a.m. and 6–7 p.m.
Call 410-794-6757 or visit www.dmikolasko.zumba.com.

School News
New Immunization 
Requirements
 The Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 
now requires that all K-12 students have two doses of the MMR 
(Measles, Mumps and Rubella) vaccine in order to be admitted to 
school in the fall. Parents should contact their health care provid-
er to determine if their child requires additional immunizations. 
Also, effective school year 2014-15, two doses of varicella (chick-
enpox) will be required for admission to kindergarten, and a single 
dose of Tdap (tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis) and meningococ-
cal vaccine will be required for all students entering Grade 7. If 
you have any questions, please contact the Health Services staff 
at your child’s school.

AHS’s Summer Home
 Due to the extensive construction that will be taking place 
at Atholton High School (AHS) this summer, the Front Office and 
Student Services Office will be at Clemens Crossing Elementary 
School until August 11. They will continue to function as they 
do every summer with the Front Office, Student Services, and 
JROTC staff available by phone and in person. Their phone and 
fax numbers will not change and will be transferred to Clemens. 
Call 410-313-7068 with questions. 

Volunteer Opportunities for 
Teens
 Food on the 15th is searching for students to fill volunteer 
positions this summer. They need several Diabetic Food Coordi-
nators. These are leadership positions responsible for collecting 
diabetic bags of food for 1 to 3 low income diabetic senior citi-
zens for the months of July and August. Food on the 15th will 
again have a float in the River Hill Independence Day Parade and 
needs volunteers for the float and for the Asian Studies Program 
at UMBC float. They also need a Bagel/Produce Coordinator for 
Thursdays to pick up bagels and produce and deliver to a low in-
come senior citizen building. This is a leadership position. Food 
on the 15th is also seeking volunteers to help with their fund-
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School News
raiser, Macy’s Shop for a Cause, on August 24. Food on the 15th 
keeps all of the money raised from the sale of discounted Macy’s 
coupons for $5 each. All of the funds raised are used to purchase 
gift cards to local grocery stores for the low income senior citizens 
so they can buy fresh meat, produce and dairy products. They are 
also looking for a Sports Collection Coordinator to collect non-per-
ishable food donations for the 2013-2014 school year. This is a 
leadership position. Students receive community service hours for 
volunteering. To volunteer, e-mail us at foodonthe15th@gmail.
com. Learn more at www.foodonthe15th.org.  

AP Prep Study Skill Class
 On July 30 through August 1, from 9 to 11:30 a.m. an AP 
prep class will be taught at River Hill High School (RHHS). This 
class is for incoming 9th graders at River Hill who are taking their 
first AP Prep Class. Sponsored by the River Hill PTSA, this popu-
lar class is a short course in AP study skills taught by RHHS AP 
Government teacher, Callie Casper. The three-day course, will 
teach strategies to be successful in the AP courses offered in high 
school, independent reading strategies, study and writing skills, 
note-taking and time management skills, and tips to manage the 
stress of the heavy work load. All fees go directly to a student 
scholarship fund at RHHS. This course always fills to capacity, so 
register soon at www.riverhill.org under the PTSA tab. Contact 
Sally Swygert at tswygert@verizon.net.

SAT Prep Classes 
 For all the busy athletes, musicians or interns, summer is 
the best time to take an SAT Prep Class. River Hill High School 
(RHHS) PTSA is offering their popular SAT Prep classes at an af-
fordable rate. Registration information for Session 5, which is Au-
gust 5 through 9, can be found at www.riverhill.org/ptsa-main/
sat-prep-courses. Contact Sally Swygert at TSwygert@verizon.
net with questions. 

Sylvan Learning Comes to 
Claret Hall
 Sylvan Learning has begun having classes at Claret Hall on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4:30 until 6:30 p.m. This is a new 
location for Sylvan tutoring, which is currently in Ellicott City. 
The River Hill location is a satellite Sylvan center made possible 
through Sylvan’s proprietary learning system, SylvanSync. With 
SylvanSync, Sylvan programs are delivered through a private iPad 
app allowing for a variety of locations throughout the community. 
SylvanSync incorporates the same Sylvan Skills Assessment, 
personal learning plan and teacher-led instruction as regular 
classes.. 
 “Mobility is a key aspect of SylvanSync,” said Molly Wilkin-
son, National Director of Community Partnerships at Sylvan. 
“Built into this new system is the capability to extend Sylvan 
to serve students at 
more convenient loca-
tions beyond the main 
learning center, which 
allows us to provide 
the Sylvan learning ex-
perience to even more 
families in Howard 
County,” she said.
 SylvanSync allows 
a teacher to deliver lessons on the iPad, instantly engaging a 
student with a more focused teaching and learning connection. 
Lessons completed by students are promptly graded, allowing stu-
dents to move more quickly to the next level of instruction. Sylva-
nSync makes the learning experience more efficient and accurate 
for teachers and students.
 Wilkinson added, “Today’s students have grown up using digi-
tal technology in nearly every aspect of their daily lives and Sylvan 
responded to the personal learning preferences of today’s students 
by making it very easy to access Sylvan centers with SylvanSync.” 
 The teachers for this new location come from the Ellicott City 
location and are Sylvan trained and certified to tutor in math, 
reading, writing, study skills, test prep, college prep and home-
work help.
 For additional information and to learn more about Sylvan 
Learning of Ellicott City and the River Hill satellite location contact 
Sylvan at 410-740-8331 or visit Sylvan.EllicottCity@sylvanlearn-
ing.com.
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 The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and 
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at 
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m. 
and applications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign-
in. Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental 
documentation, application amendments, or additional infor-
mation that the RAC has requested.
 Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior 
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret 
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agen-
das are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agen-
das are published in The Villager when the publication schedule 
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review 
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ 
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not 
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision. 
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

RAC MEETING DATES
Application Deadline Meeting Date

July 5, 2013 July 17, 2013

July 26, 2013 August 7, 2013

August 9, 2013 August 21, 2013

August 23, 2013 September 4, 2013

September 4, 2013 September 18, 2013

September 20, 2013 October 2, 2013

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline Fridays by 12 Noon

Architectural News

Upcoming RAC Agenda
The July 17, 2013 Agenda will be posted at Claret Hall and avail-
able online at www.villageofriverhill.org/covenant-info/ beginning 
July 8, 2013.

AC Decisions
June 19, 2013

Approved
6441 Quiet Night Ride Deck: stain
5820 Wild Orange Gate Patio
6577 Autumn Wind Circle Driveway
7113 Morning Light Trail Landscaping
6473 River Run Patio
6505 Hazel Thicket Terrace Patio, Railing, Retaining 
   Walls, Step(s)
6416 Phantom Moon Walk Deck, Stairs
6212 Lilac Bush Path Patio, Tree Removal

Approved with Condition
6385 Grateful Heart Gate Tree Removals

Disapproved
6416 Summer Sunrise Drive Generator

Pending
6561 Autumn Wind Circle Deck, Landscaping, Patio, 
   Pool 

June 5, 2013

Approved
6522 Barley Corn Row Deck, Wood Pile
6505 Evensong Mews Fence
12125 Shining Stars Lane Tree Removals
6304 Velvet Path Basketball Equipment, 
   Trampoline
6039 Blue Point Court Deck
12177 Flowing Water Trail Pergola
6546 South Wind Circle Walkway Retaining Wall,
   Color change: Front Door
6136 Blue Point Court Deck
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 Lawn Mower List
 Mathew Bleakney
 6508 Waving Tree Ct. . . . . . . . .410-531-5391

 Joshua Clemens
 7071 Garden Walk . . . . . . . . . .410-531-7595

 Christopher Jaczun . . . . . . . . .443-670-4374

 Kevin Johnson
 6112 Eternal Ocean Place  . . . .443-896-8469

Architectural News

Receive Trash Schedule 
Updates on Your Phone
 Have trouble remembering when your trash and/or recycling 
pick-up slides due to a holiday? Ever wonder if your trash and/
or recycling is going to be collected on that snowy winter day? If 
so, sign up today for the County’s new alert category, “Recycling & 
Trash,” on NotifyMeHoward. Available under the “Howard Coun-
ty Government – Additional” category, this new alert sends users 
messages about recycling and trash information when it comes to 
the holiday slide schedule, inclement weather cancellations and 
updates about provided services. Sign-up today by logging in to 
your NotifyMeHoward account or signing up for an account at 
www.notifymehoward.org to receive the latest news and updates 
about your area’s recycling and trash collection. For more infor-
mation about the County’s recycling and trash program, contact 
the Department of Public Works, Bureau of Environmental Servic-
es at 410-313-6444. 

Pending
6505 Evensong Mews Driveway Expansion
6421 Quiet Night Ride Drain System, Rock Garden

May 15, 2013

Approved with Condition
6338 Golden Star Place Screened Porch
6428 Western Star Run Addition: Dormer
6323 Silvery Star Path Fence

May 1, 2013

Approved with Condition
6321 Silvery Star Path Fence

FAST TRACK - AC Decisions
Approved
12101 Trailing Moss Gate Tree Addition
6521 Ocean Shore Lane Front Door: Color Change
6423 Few Star Court Tree Removal
6392 Morning Time Lane Deer Screen
6469 River Run Patio Door
6121 Eternal Ocean Place Tree Removal
6415 Few Star Court Color Change: Gutters

Cul de Sac Civility
 It’s that time of year again, when residents pose the most fre-
quently asked question: Who’s responsible for the maintenance of 
the cul-de-sac islands? And why am I the only one who mows the 
cul-de–sac island? 
 Mowing of the cul-de-sac islands is the responsibility of resi-
dents whose homes face or open onto the cul-de-sac island. Al-
though the mowing of the cul-de-sac island is the responsibility 
of the residents, the cul-de-sac belongs to Howard County and 
basketball equipment, permanent or portable, may NOT be placed 
in, on or around the cul-de-sac. No one may close off the cul-de-
sac without a permit from Police Traffic Enforcement.

Are Deer Eating Your Plants?
 There are ways to make your yard less attractive to them. 
Cultivate Plants that Deer Dislike - While some voracious deer are 
hungry enough to eat anything, there are certain plants that deer 
tend to dislike. Plant them around the perimeter of your yard and 
garden to fend off deer. Plants with strong odors are best, such 
as chives, sage and lavender. Bushes and plants with thorns are 
usually good for keeping away deer, but keep in mind that they 
do eat roses. Deer do not eat ornamental grasses, so using these 
throughout your yard can be an effective deterrent:

Scare Away Deer with Light and Sound. If you do grow plants 
that deer enjoy eating – such as, roses, azaleas, berries, tulips, 
hyacinths and strawberries keep them near your house. Deer 
are much less likely to make a meal of plants that are near lots 
of human scents and activity. Deer are known for being skittish 
creatures that run at the first sign of trouble; use this to your ad-
vantage. Motion sensor lights will definitely scare deer away and 
stop them from snacking on your garden plants. You can use 
shiny objects that reflect the sun during the day to intimidate 
deer so that they do not enter your yard. A simple way to do this 
is hanging old CD’s in trees or on posts in your garden. Aluminum 
foil will achieve the same effect. Some recommend hanging bars 
of soap from trees. Garden ornaments with moving parts – such 
as those that spin in the breeze – will frighten deer and keep them 
away from your yard. The sounds produced by wind chimes can 
also scare away deer and make them think twice about making a 
meal out of your garden.

Use Natural Scents that Repel Deer. There are several natural 
scents that will repel deer. Spray a mix of 3 teaspoons of hot sauce 
diluted in a gallon of water on garden plants that are especially 
tasty to deer. The Executive Director of the West Virginia Botanic 
Garden claims that a spray of diluted milk (one part milk to three 
parts water) will effectively keep the deer at bay through a number 
of rains! There are commercial repellents available, also that work 
by having an offensive taste, odor or a combination of the two. 
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Bagel Bin & Deli 
410-531-0335

Columbia Bank 
410-531-7000

Everett Jewelers 
410-531-7990

Giant Food 
410-531-7831

Hair Cuttery 
410-531-8052

Ledo Pizza 
443-535-0599

M&T Bank 
410-531-7083

Massage Envy 
410-531-0711

McDonald’s 
410-531-7950

Panda Kitchen 
410-531-7866

Red Mango 
443-546-4798

River Hill Cleaners 
410-531-7742

River Hill Optical 
410-531-7920

River Hill Sports 
Grille 
410-531-7900

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com

Subway 
410-531-7982

Sunoco 
410-531-7510

Tower Federal Credit Union 
301-497-7000

The UPS Store 
410-531-9861

Vintage Cellars 
410-531-7860

AROUND TOWN
Investigation Station VBS

Triadelphia Seventh Day Adventist Church is offering this eve-
ning camp for kids that includes crafts, food, games, and learn-
ing about creation, all with a detective theme of finding clues. The 
camp is at the church, 12950 Brighton Dam Road, Clarksville 
from July 22 to 26 from 6 to 8 p.m. To register, contact Peggy Lee 
at peglites@comcast.net.

Inner Arbor Plan Meeting
Michael McCall, architect and planner for the CA Inner 
Arbor Plan, will give a presentation to the Wilde Lake Vil-
lage Board at Slayton House, 10400 Cross Fox Lane, Colum-
bia, on Monday, July 15 at 6:30 p.m.  The meeting will be 
held in the theatre and is open to the public. Residents are 
welcome to attend. Call 410-730-3987 for more information. 

Maple Lawn Street Festival and Fire-
works

This event that takes place on Main Street in Maple Lawn, Fulton 
includes live music, food, a kids’ area, sidewalk sale, and exhib-
its. The event will be on Saturday, July 13 from 5 to 9 p.m. with 
fireworks at 9:15. Contact Lydia Chandlee at 301-318-8911 or 
lchandlee@sjpi.com for more information.

Howard County Fair
The Howard County Fair is back! It opens on August 3 and runs 
through August 10 at the Howard County Fairgrounds, West 
Friendship. Rides, food, exhibits, magic shows, animals, music 
and more. Visit www.howardcountyfair.org for more information 
and a full schedule of events.

United States Army Field Band  
Presents “Recess”

This special high-energy performance for the entire family incor-
porates nature songs, Broadway favorites, patriotic standards and 
classic childrens’ sing-alongs. It will take place on Friday, August 
9 from noon to 1 p.m. at the Robinson Nature Center, 6692 Cedar 
Lane, Columbia. Registration is not required for this special event. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult. Free with Robinson 
annual pass or daily admission. 

Make This Summer Count
Neighbor Ride invites residents to bring their kids along and 
reach out to local seniors as a volunteer driver. Daytime, eve-
ning and weekend opportunities are available for adults looking 
for a flexible and truly rewarding volunteer experience. Neighbor 
Ride is a volunteer-based nonprofit dedicated to decreasing iso-
lation and improving the quality of life for Howard County’s older 
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AROUND TOWN
residents by providing transportation for health 
care appointments, cultural and social activities, 
volunteer commitments, shopping, fitness and 
language classes, religious services and other 
personal needs. Volunteer drivers choose the 
hours and locations. No set schedule is required. 
Contact Rosemary Noble or Patrice Cerwonka 
at (410) 884-7433 or volunteer@neighborride.
org for more information or visit www.neighbor-
ride.org. 

Spa Day
Treat yourself to some pampering at Spa Day at 
the Supreme Sports Club, 7080 Deepage Drive, 
Columbia on Friday, July 19 from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Enjoy a custom body massage, 30-min-
ute essential oil reflexology and hand massage, 
and scalp or seated chair massage. The kids can 
enjoy some KidSpace activities while you relax. 
Pre-registration is required. Call 410-381-7559 
or e-mail vanessa.braswell@columbiaassocia-
tion.org to register.

BABYSITTERS  LIST
Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . Address  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Phone No.
Jennifer Bleakney . . . . . Waving Tree Court . . . . . . . . . . .  410-531-5391
Kyla Clark  . . . . . . . . . . Great Star Drive . . . . . . . . . . . . . 301-332-0370
Ciara Durham  . . . . . . . Morning Time Lane . . . . . . . . . . 410-531-6554
Molly Farrell . . . . . . . . . Tall Timber Drive . . . . . . . . . . . . 443-995-7330
Abii Gannon . . . . . . . . . White Marble Court . . . . . . . . . . 240-383-6527
Jill Greenwald  . . . . . . . Summer Sunrise Drive . . . . . . . . 410-531-1243
Nick Lui . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 443-535-0413
Alison Orlosky  . . . . . . . Autumn Wind Circle  . . . . . . . . . 410-531-3934
Jason Pazulski . . . . . . . Distant Melody Place . . . . . . . . . 410-531-6953 (h)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-245-7133 (c)
Caroline Siil . . . . . . . . . Western Star Run  . . . . . . . . . . . 410-531-5624
Anna Schoonover . . . . . Western Star Run  . . . . . . . . . . . 443-878-4883
Liana Toy . . . . . . . . . . . Grateful Heart Gate . . . . . . . . . . 443-718-8720
Sarah Winchell . . . . . . . River Run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-531-0135 (h)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 443-745-7571 (c) 
Kalala Pines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-531-9072
(CPR and First Aid trained)
Alyssa Berman . . . . . . . Towering Oak Path . . . . . . . . . . . 410-531-0874
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COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS
Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting –  

Our Passion is Your Pets
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, mid-
day, overnight) New Client Discount. Jobs available:  pet lovers, 
please apply.  Contact: www.PetSittinginMd.com; 443-745-8309; 
jneckritz@comcast.net. 

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture, Art, Silver, 
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+yr ex-
perience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic 
Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration!
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support includ-
ing Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more. 
Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.
com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Tutor
Johns Hopkins University student tutoring at $25/hr. SAT/ACT 
prep, pre-AP prep, math (beginners math to Calculus III), English, 
and advanced sciences. Friendly, organized, and open hours. 
Contact saraniyat15@gmail.com.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant 
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand 
running, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and 
special event support.  Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771, 
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Tiki’s Playhouse 5 Year Anniversary
Tiki’s Playhouse 5 Year Anniversary Party is on Saturday, August 
10 from 11 a.m. -3 p.m. Exclusive discounts, catered food, kid 
and dog activities, and exciting door prizes! Please bring your 
leashed dog and help us celebrate! Tiki’s Playhouse 3830 Ten 
Oaks Road, Glenelg www.tikisplayhouse.com.

Experienced Mom Offers  
Before and After Care

This fall, bring your Elementary age child to my River Hill home as 
early as 7 a.m. for healthy breakfast, creative play, and safe con-
duct to bus (M-F) -- and/or enjoy bus pickup, snack, and struc-
tured care after school (M,T,Th). Marianne Warner 410-531-7842 
or mariannewarner@verizon.net Reserve now, space is limited. 
Licensing in progress.

HELP WANTED: RHCA is Seeking a  
Property Standards Evaluator

Part-time grant, funded position. Conduct visual inspections of all 
residential properties in the Village of River Hill. Self-starter with 
excellent communication & computer skills. Must have reliable 
transportation and the ability to conduct site visits. Send letter of 
interest and resume to manager@villageofriverhill.org. Only quali-
fied candidates will be contacted for interviews.  

Professional Tutoring
Monte Reiser, MS in Electrical Engineering. Summer tutoring in 
the comfort of your own home to  reinforce essential Math top-
ics.  Tutoring elementary through high school. Personalized pro-
gram for each student. SAT/ACT Prep. Special needs welcome. 
Math & Hebrew - all grades. Manage Hebrew tutoring program in 
Howard County Temple. Bar/Bat Mitzvah studies.  montereiser@
gmail.com or 443-896-4527.

Air Conditioning & Heating Made Easy
Need your Furnace or Heat Pump or Air Conditioner replaced? 
Need a Humidifier or Air Cleaner? Call Donnie at 301-854-9994. 
Licensed and Insured. River Hill resident. MD State HVACR 
Lic#01-7754.

Tutor
I am a wonderful tutor available in the River Hill area. I have a B.S. 
and have completed my graduate work in molecular biology. I tutor 
in the sciences, math, and test prep. $35/hr. Grades 6-12 and col-
lege. Please e-mail sangee353@gmail.com

Babysitting Provided in Your Home
Summer, part-time or full-time. Mature and responsible 15-year 
old AHS honors student with years of babysitting experience for 
several large families. Will play games/sports, read, and do arts & 
crafts with your kids. References available. Contact Alyssa, 410-
531-0874. 
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