Great Star Drive Closed
to thru traffic for River Hill’s
19th Annual Independence Day Parade
July 4 approximately 8:45 – 11:30 a.m.
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Sights and Sounds of Summer

19th Annual Independence Day Parade is Local Highlight

Y

es, summer is finally on its way.
The Columbia Association’s outdoor pools opened Memorial Day
weekend. River Hill’s neighborhood swim
teams, the Pheasant Ridge Rapids and
Pointers Run Piranhas, begin practices
this month. County schools will soon be
out, summer festivals are starting up and
planning for the River Hill Community
Association’s 19th Annual Independence
Day Parade is in full gear!
As always, this year’s parade will be
held on July 4 beginning at 9 a.m. The
parade stages in the parking lots at Pointers Run Elementary and Clarksville Middle Schools, travels the length of Great
Star Drive, and ends at Signal Bell Lane at
the 5th District Fire Station. It is not unusual to see chairs set up along the route
early in the morning in anticipation of
this community tradition. There are many
great things about River Hill’s Independence Day Parade. The kids might say it’s
the candy and trinkets or the opportunity
to ride a float or march with their friends.
Of course, who can forget the Lawn Chair
Marching Dads and the blasting sirens of
the fire trucks. The presence of our elected
officials and veterans of our nation’s wars
honor our democracy and remind us of

The Independence Day parade route was awash in patriotism in 2017. We look
forward to gathering with the community again to celebrate the birth of our nation!
the sacrifices made on its behalf. We can
all agree that each Independence Day our
diverse community is fortunate to have
the opportunity to think about what it
means to be an American and to celebrate
our freedom.

PLEASE THANK THESE BUSINESSES for supporting the Village of River Hill.
Capital Digestive Care
Columbia Family Eye Care
Kevin Gordon, State Farm
Grassco Lawn Services, Inc.
Handyman from Heaven
Harold Howard Painting
Hilltop Child Care Center
JFK Lawn & Landscape

Kimco Realty
Kumon North America
Shun Lu Re/Max 100
Molly Maid
Mr. Handyman
Northrop Realty
PCF Management

Personal Computerworks, Inc.
Eileen Robbins / Long & Foster
Vanguard Orthodontics
Westerlund /
LeReve Real Estate
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.
Harry Witzke Funeral Home

So, join in the fun. Come up with a
plan for a parade entry, dig out those
lawn chairs, hoist the American flag, and
find your red, white, and blue. The River
Hill Community Association needs your
help to celebrate Independence Day as
founding father John Adams envisioned
in 1776, with “pomp and parade”! Parade
registration forms are available online at
www.villageofriverhill.org. Please call 410531-1749 or email events@villageofriverhill.org for more information.

HEY TEENS!
Applications for the TAC and Student
Member Committee are due June 15.
Call 410-531-1749 for info!
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 410-531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday
9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m.–Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

Board Highlights . . .
May 7, 2018
• Accepted the results of the Village elections: Harjeet Jandu and
Adam White were elected to the Board of Directors.
• Elected Richard Thomas as Board Chairperson and Harjeet
Jandu as Vice Chairperson.
• Met with Dan D’Amore, Director, CA Open Space Management
Division. Discussed the license agreement process for residents’ use of open space for neighborhood events.
• Minutes Approved: April 23, 2018.

Board Meeting Schedule

Facility Coordinator:
Eudene Rossi, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River Hill
Village Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on
the Friday prior to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident Speak-Out during each board
meeting. If you have written material you would like
the Board to review, please drop it by the village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved
minutes are available for review at the village office
and on the association’s website. For additional information, please contact the village office. (Contact info
at left.)

Communications Coordinator:
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: June 4 and July 9 at

Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org
Covenant Advisor:
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Events Coordinator:
Leslie McDermott, events@villageofriverhill.org

7 p.m. Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view
the Board Meeting Agendas & Minutes.

Administrative Assistant:
Katharine Mason, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

RIVER HILL BOARD
Renee DuBois . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 443-686-0702
Harjeet Jandu, Vice Chair. . . . janduharjeet@icloud.com
Dalia Shlash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . dalia.shlash@gmail.com
Richard Thomas, Chair . . . . . richthomas.rh@verizon.net
Adam White. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  djadamwhite@gmail.com
Yamini Ananth (Student Committee)
Cindy Tian (Student Committee)

Did you know?
Claret Hall is often the place where found items get turned
in and people who have lost items claim them. If you find
something, bring it by. If you’ve lost something, call us!
410-531-1749.

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Chao Wu. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  chaowu2016@gmail.com

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com
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Council Corner: CA Board More Active Than Ever
Columbia Association (CA) Board of Directors started the new
fiscal year with little change. We have the same Board Chair and
Vice Chair. However, the Board is more active than ever.
Internally, CA Board members had some unofficial, offsite
meetings which barely happened before. We discussed how we
could improve the meeting process. We will not restrict the topics in Resident Speakout. We will disclose closed meeting minutes
in a timely manner with more transparency. We will push for CA
staff to be more responsive to both Board questions and residents’
concerns. We will consistently evaluate the membership structure
and we continue to improve energy efficiency.
Externally, the CA Board will be more outspoken on development matters around Columbia. The Board is against the current Royal Farm Gas Station Site Development Plan (SDP) along
Snowden River Parkway because it does not fit with the Columbia
vision. The Board will take classes on land use and zoning regulations. We will provide valuable feedback to the County Council
on the changes to the zoning regulations. We want to make sure
Columbia, as a planned community, will stay as planned with a
promising future. We will enforce the commercial covenants with
stronger will. Unregulated development will destroy the quality of
life many of us enjoy.

We need our residents to get engaged too. Recently, I got tagged
on Facebook for some lawn mowing issues on a non-CA property. I immediately forwarded the concern to our open space director and he immediately contacted the relevant parties to address
the issue. Eventually the lawn was mowed, although it took a few
days. I would say as long as you express your concerns to me or
the CA Board, I will try my best to help you get the problems into
the right person’s hands at CA. It may not result in the way you
want, but we listen to you and value your feedback.
The worst thing is indifference from our residents. We need to
hear from you and need help from you too.
Chao Wu, Ph.D.
River Hill Representative to Columbia Council and
Columbia Association Board of Directors
Email: superbwu@gmail.com website: www.chaowu.org
Disclaimer: This column only represents Dr. Chao Wu’s personal
opinion. It does not represent River Hill Board of Directors nor Columbia Association’s Board.

Kevin W. Gordon

New to the Neighborhood?
We’re Glad You’re Here!
Please come in to Claret Hall
to introduce yourself, pick up a
Welcome Packet and small gift.
We have lots of information to
help you get acquainted with the
community.
Welcome Packets and gifts are for River Hill
CPRA-assessed properties only.
Not sure? Call 410-531-1749 or visit
www.villageofriverhill.org for more information.

Agent

5570 Sterret Place Suite 202
Columbia, MD 21044-2649
Bus 443-542-5230
Fax 442-979-7707
www.agentkg.com
kevin@agentkg.com
The best compliment you can give is a referral.

Stay Connected!
In addition to The Villager,
the River Hill Community Association has a
number of ways to keep you updated about
what is happening in River Hill!
Website: www.villageofriverhill.org
Facebook:
River Hill Community Association/Claret Hall
Twitter: @RHCAClarksville
Email List: To sign up, text
CLARETHALL to 22828
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appointment. The Association has received multiple letters from
residents interested in serving. The deadline for residents to file for
consideration and appointment was May 31. The Board will interview applicants at the June 4 meeting.

Bus Transportation to
Washington D.C.

Richard Thomas, Election Committee Chair, and Committee
Member Dipti Shah distribute ballots to Colleen Busher and
John Jacobs. Thanks to our volunteers and all residents who
turned out to vote.

Village Election Results
The Village elections held in April were successful. The quorum
of votes (41) was reached. 73 valid ballots were cast, including one
absentee ballot. Harjeet Jandu and Adam White were elected to
two-year terms on the Association’s Board of Directors. The first
Board meeting of Fiscal Year 2019 (May 1, 2018 – April 30, 2019)
was held on May 7. Richard Thomas will serve as Board Chairperson and Harjeet Jandu will serve as Vice Chairperson.
Two positions on the Board of Directors remain to be filled by

Do you commute to Washington D.C? Are you interested in
going sightseeing or to an event during the week and don’t want
to drive? If so, you might want to check out the Maryland Transit
Administration’s (MTA) Commuter Bus 335, which offers weekday peak service from Ten Oaks Ballroom in Clarksville. This line
operates Monday thru Friday. It does not operate on Saturdays,
Sundays, and the following holidays: New Year’s Day, Martin Luther King Day, President’s Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day,
Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving Day, Friday after Thanksgiving, and Christmas Day.
Buses leave the Clarksville Park & Ride in approximate
20-minute intervals beginning at 5:08 a.m. and ending at 7:13
a.m. Evening buses arrive back at the Ten Oaks Ballroom starting
at 2:14 p.m. and stopping at 7:35 p.m. The bus drops riders at a
variety of locations in the city. Fares are:
• One Way – Full Fare		
$5
• One Way – Senior/Disability Fare
$4
• Ten Trip – Full Fare		
$50
• Ten Trip – Senior/Disability		
$40
• Monthly Pass – Full Fare		
$170
• Monthly Pass – Senior/Disability
$136
Transit Link Cards that allow for unlimited use of MTA Commuter Bus (up to the indicated zone), Metrorail, Metrobus, and
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Call TODAY at
(410) 440-7738 for a
FREE home evaluation!

Top 1% of Realtors Nationwide
A Resident of Clarksville

 Shun Lu, Ph.D. REALTOR®

Unparalleled Quality —
 Every Listing Sold Fast & For Top Dollar
T IN 4 DAYS
UNDER CONTRAC

T IN 4 DAYS
UNDER CONTRAC

COMING SOON
RIVER HILL

12112 Flowing Water Trail, Clarksville
Absolutely beautiful! Shines like a model
home! New designer kitchen & bathrooms,
upgraded carpeting, professional paint and
designer lighting fixtures throughout. Large
screened-in porch. Walking distance to
schools and shopping center.

$750,000

River Hill $702,500

6212 Waving Willow Path, Clarksville

2312 Calvin Circle, Ellicott City

JUST SOLD

SOLD IN 9 DAYS

S
SOLD IN 4 DAY

S
SOLD IN 4 DAY

RIVER HILL
5920 Mystic Ocean Ln. #A4
Sold for $529,000

RIVER HILL SCHOOLS
6304 River Hill Overlook Dr.
Clarksville. $985,000

$20k Above Full Price
RIVER HILL
5713 Whistling Winds Walk

$16k Above Full Price
RIVER HILL
5764 Whistling Winds Walk

YS
SOLD IN 4 DA

CLARKS GLEN
$16,100 Above Full Price
6412 Erin Dr., Clarksville

YS
SOLD IN 5 DA

RIVER HILL SCHOOLS
$16,500 Above Full Price
6122 Trotter Ridge Ct.,
Columbia

YS
SOLD IN 5 DA

RIVER HILL $700,000
$25k Higher Than Full Price
12117 Flowing Water Tr.,
Clarksville

Thinking of buying
a new construction house?
Please check ShunLuTeam.com
for Shun’s article
“Buying a New Home: a Process of
Creating Beauty and Value”
Tips for Saving Big in Building
Your Dream Home!

Why List Your Home with Shun Lu?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A pro-active selling approach.
Attention to details throughout the entire selling process.
Thorough market analysis & careful planning for a highly effective strategy.
Professional home staging at no extra cost to you.
Professional photography & color brochures.
Bilingual online & print advertising including social media campaigns.
Wider networks for real and qualified buyers.
EVERY listing sold fast and for top dollar!
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100
Shun Lu, Ph.D, Realtor
410-440-7738 (c)
410.730.6100 (o)
ShunLu@ReMax.net
ShunLuTeam.com

Ride-ON during the indicated month, are also available. Only cash
one-way fares using exact change may be purchased on the bus.
Ten-trip tickets and Monthly Passes may be purchased from Commuter Direct: www.MTA.CommuterDirect.com or 410-697-2212.
For schedules, maps, and more information visit www.mta.maryland.gov or call 410-539-5000.

Chrysalis Kids Series
The Inner Arbor Trust presents Chrysalis Kids, in Merriweather Park at Symphony Woods. This series of free family arts events
runs through September 2018. The Chrysalis Kids Series is presented by the Trust in partnership with Howard County Department of Recreation and Parks and the Columbia Association, and
is sponsored by ReThink Water. Chrysalis Kids is made possible
through the support of Downtown Columbia Partnership, Kinetics
Dance Theater, Columbia Orchestra, Columbia Concert Band, Columbia Art Center, Village Green/Town Squared blog, Columbia
Festival of the Arts, and Drama Learning Center.
These events are free, however, all attendees need a ticket to attend. Visit www.innerarbortrust.org/chrysalis-kids to register and
for more details. Parking will be assigned via email 48 hours before the event. Food and beverage available for purchase. Picnics
also welcome (no glass or alcohol). The following programs will be
held in June:
What is Opera? A Team!
June 9, gates open at 9 a.m., show 10 a.m.
Join Baltimore Concert Opera’s high-energy, 40-minute interactive program led by real-life opera singers! Through visuals,
music, and play, kids ages 5 to 10 learn about the teamwork that
creates an opera and discover that opera is the ultimate mash up.

Dance Party on the Chrysalis
June 16, gates open at 9 a.m., show 10 a.m.
Join Julia McCready, preschool music educator extraordinaire, for a dance party on the Chrysalis stage! Suggested ages
2-5, additional activities for older children.
BUGGED!
June 24, gates open at 9 a.m., show 10 a.m.
Join an ensemble of professional dancers as they creep, crawl,
weave, fly, spin, sting, and hatch a captivating cast of creatures to
life! BUGGED! will transport viewers into the hungry bullfrog’s flyfilled bog, a busy, buzzing beehive, the chrysalis of the contemplative caterpillar, and the web of the bella Tarantella, just to name
a few. Suggested age 4+.
Jedi Academy!
June 24, gates open at 2 p.m., show at 3 p.m.
Learn the ways of the Jedi with Panniken Moonjumper, a true
Master of Intergalactic fun and adventure. During this engaging program by veteran family entertainer David Engel, your little Jedi Warriors, Princesses and Darth Vaders will be delighted
by comic antics, exciting physical challenges, magical mayhem,
light saber lessons and a visit from his furry alien sidekick. Children are encouraged to dress as their favorite Star Wars character. Suggested age 4+.
The Inner Arbor Trust is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit entity in the
process of developing over 50 acres in Downtown Columbia into
an iconic arts and culture park, Merriweather Park at Symphony
Woods. The Trust was created by the Columbia Association, Inc.
to develop and manage the Park in connection with significant redevelopment in Downtown Columbia.

31st Annual Columbia Festival
of the Arts Kicks Off June 14
The Columbia Festival of the Arts is a two-week summer festival that provides unique arts and entertainment experiences
for the region surrounding Columbia. From the fun-filled LakeFest Free Weekend to legendary performances, the Festival creates
a world class celebration of the arts and entertainment that attracts, engages and inspires the broad and diverse community it
serves. This year’s festival runs June 14 through 30.
A variety of ticketed events are held throughout the Festival at
Columbia’s Rouse, Smith, and Monteabaro Theatres. The events
include films, adventuresome theatre, the Stoop Storytelling Series, and a performance by Grammy and Tony Award winning jazz
artist Dee Dee Bridgewater you won’t want to miss! Festival Donors have first access to ticket purchases.
The free 3-day LakeFest at the Downtown Columbia Lake
Front will be Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, June 15, 16, and
17. LakeFest will feature an international spectacle performance,
more than 50 visual artists from up and down the east coast, festive foods, and Clyde’s Howard on Tap Beer Festival featuring a
Manor Hill summer ale brewed just for the Festival! KidzART will
provide fun children’s art making activities in the Simon Decker
Arts Tent and there will be participatory children’s music activities with the Olenka School of Music. Bands on the lake stage will
include mid-Atlantic favorites such as Chopteeth Afrofunk Big
Band and Los Gaiteros de Sanguashington. Last year’s favorite returns – the US Navy Band Cruisers, along with the Bullbuckers,
Nelly’s Echo, and The Sidleys. Home-grown stars will include the
Glenelg Jazz Ensemble, the Columbia Jazz Band, the Centennial
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Jazz Band, and the Columbia School of Rock.
For a complete schedule of events and to purchase tickets visit
www.columbiafestival.org.

Seniors Events Shuttle
Columbia Association’s Senior Advisory Committee sponsors a
free, small group, curb-to-curb evening (after 4:30 p.m.) and weekend transportation shuttle to cultural events throughout Howard
County for groups of four or more seniors ages 60 and over.
How to request this service?
To request or cancel a ride, please call 410-715-3087. You will
receive a call back with a confirmation. All reservations and cancellations are recorded to determine specific areas in need of the
transportation service. Repeated cancellations or “no shows” will
affect the future locations of the service.
Where does it take you?
• Columbia’s Theaters: Smith, Rouse, Slayton House & Toby’s
Dinner Theater;
• Art Exhibits and Receptions: Artists Gallery, Columbia Art Center, Slayton House, and Howard Community College;
• Lectures and Concerts: Libraries, Howard Community College
Smith Theater;
• All Howard County 50+ Centers; and
• Lakefront Activities in Town Center and Lake Elkhorn.
Seniors Events Shuttle Policies
• Four person minimum, service is limited to a maximum of 20
for any event

• Multiple pickup locations are permitted.
• Vehicles are accessible for disabled.
• Reservations must be made by telephone. Leave a message
two weeks before the event. You will receive a call back with a
confirmation.
• Reservations must include name, address (apartment/condominium number), telephone number, special needs, event title,
date, time and location.
• Drivers will wait five minutes at each address.
• Howard County severe weather policy determines cancellation
of service.
The Seniors Event Shuttle is supported by Columbia Association Community Services Division and Senior Advisory Committee, and Howard County Government.

Courtyard Concert Series
Enjoy live music at the River Hill Village Center on Fridays between June 15-August 17, from 6-8 p.m.!
• June 15, Chris Sacks Duo - Tropical Sounds with Steel Drum
• June 22, Ellis Woodward Duo - Family Friendly Summer Covers & Originals
• June 29, David Bach Trio - Award Winning Contemporary
Jazz
• July 6, Celticmandolin: Brendan Pelan and Chick Hall - Classic Rock
Bring your lawn chairs. Pack a picnic or purchase dinner
from one of the Center’s restaurants. Sit back, relax, and kick off
your weekend right! The 2018 Courtyard Concert Series is sponsored by the River Hill Village Center Merchants. For a full summer schedule, visit http://riverhill.shopkimco.com.
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Watershed Tip

Greenie Girl Takes on
Plastic Pollution
The watershed moment for Iris Zhan was the documentary
Bag It shown in a sixth-grade science class at Clarksville Middle
School. The film is about the “dirty little secret” of the ubiquitous
plastic bag – that they are made to be thrown away but don’t ever
go away. It follows one man’s realizations about single-use plastics, how they are made, how they pollute, and how they get into
everything, including us.
After watching the movie and reading a lot of research about
plastic, Iris had had enough. Of plastic. Looking around at the
plastic water bottles, bags, straws and cups and more, she remembers thinking: “Plastic, plastic, plastic. Noooooo.”
Iris, aka Greenie Girl, is a new member of the River Hill Watershed Advisory Committee and among our youngest watershed
warriors. She brings lots of knowledge and even more energy, all
in hopes of transforming a world addicted to disposable plastic.
Sixth grade, she says, was a year of learning. In addition to
showing the movie, her teacher, Mrs. Sandy Vinje, taped up posters about plastic pollution in the ocean, the fossil fuels used to
make plastic bottles, and the 500 million straws people in the
United States use daily. Iris learned that beach sand is now full of
bits of plastic; that our discarded plastic kills or injures sea creatures and other animals; and that the toxic chemicals in plastic
contaminate even our water and food and therefore us. She joined
a club, the Green School, and started weekly cleanups and a petition drive to ban plastic bags in Howard County.
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She spent seventh grade changing her habits – and those of
her family. She turned old T-shirts into reusable bags for shopping (and is now making smaller bags for produce). She and her
family stopped buying water in plastic bottles. She ditched plastic baggies and started bringing her lunch to school in reusable
glass containers and a thermos and carrying reusable utensils.
She stopped using plastic straws: “I realized how unnecessary
they are.” She also realized that most snacks and other highly
processed food (chips, cookies) are as bad for us as their plastic
packaging is for the environment. On the rare occasions that her
family went to a restaurant, they brought glass containers for the
leftovers so they wouldn’t have to use Styrofoam. She also continued work at her school, helping to pull invasives and plant natives
at an outdoor classroom and working with her Green School club
to make weekly announcements about recycling and seeking donations of old T-shirts to make more reusable bags. As part of a
class project, she had to create the name for a sustainable company. Greenie meant someone who advocated for the environment,
she said, so “Greenie Girl” was born.
This year, eighth grade, has been one of increased advocacy,
including the #LastPlasticStraw project with a few friends to get
local restaurants to give out plastic straws only when requested.
She plans to attend the March for the Ocean on June 9 and the
Zero Hour climate march on July 21. She’s looking forward to high
school, where she hopes to find more like-minded friends.
She said she is sometimes discouraged by the ongoing damage from plastics – and related global warming (because plastic
comes from fossil fuels) – and the failure to act dramatically and
quickly. “I realized that most people don’t care about the environment,” she said. Our environmental problems “don’t seem like
an immediate threat” or are viewed as “a faraway problem.” Too

many people, she said,
are uninformed, as
she once was, have no
spare time to work on
these problems, or are
so overwhelmed that
they feel hopeless and
powerless.
Iris, though, continues to read, study,
write, work in her community and plan for a
future focused on environmental sustainability. “It’s a priority for
me,” Iris said. “I try to
put it above everything
else.” As for all the bad
news, “it makes me
want to keep fighting.”

Watershed
Moments

Iris Zhan plants native wild ginger at
the Watershed Advisory Committee’s
spring Pull and Plant event.

Save the date: Watershed Palooza is coming again on Saturday,
Sept. 29. We’ll have plenty of fun projects to help children (and
adults) make the connections between human activities, our watershed, and healthy habitats for frogs and toads, bees and birds,
and butterflies and more.

June 2018 • The River Hill Villager • 11

Free Movies, Concerts and
More at CA’s Lakefront
Summer Festival
Another great summer of movies and concerts is set to begin
this year in Columbia. With a packed schedule of 25 movies and
52 concerts, Columbia Association’s Lakefront Summer Festival includes completely free, family-friendly options nearly every
day of the week. The festival begins on Wednesday, June 23
and continues into September. A full schedule can be found at
www.ColumbiaAssociation.org/lakefrontfestival.
Movies will be screened at the Downtown Columbia Lakefront
under the stars on Mondays and Fridays from Monday, June 18
through Monday, August 27. All films are closed-captioned. Films
shown on Mondays are appropriate for young audience members,
with G- and PG-rated selections such as The Secret Life of Pets,
Captain Underpants, anime film Mary and the Witch’s Flower, Paddington 2, The Incredibles, Disney’s The Princess and the Frog,
Bambi, The Lion King, Frozen, Coco, and Wreck-It Ralph.
The Friday movies are rated PG and PG-13, with selections
such as Black Panther; Ant-Man; The Lego Batman Movie; The Princess Bride; Wonder Woman; Wonder; Mission Impossible: Rogue Nation; Rogue One: A Star Wars Story; Doctor Strange; and Jumanji:
Welcome to the Jungle.
And then, from Aug. 31 through Sept. 8, CA will show Marvel
Comics Universe movies every Friday and Saturday. These titles
include Guardians of the Galaxy: Vol. 1; Guardians of the Galaxy:
Vol. 2; Thor: Ragnarok; and Avengers: Infinity War. Each is rated
PG-13.

All showings will begin at dusk, about 8:30 p.m. Movie nights
have been hosted by Tom “Mr. B” Brzezinski for the past 47 years
and are sponsored by Columbia Association with a generous grant
from the Columbia Film Society.
Also, 45 nights and seven afternoons of music are scheduled
through September. Concerts and performances are held on almost every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday through August 16, with additional concerts on four Sundays
in September.
Start times are as follows:
• Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m.
• Wednesdays from June 27-Aug. 15, noon (formerly known as
CA’s Lakefront Wednesdays Lunchtime Concert Series). No
concert on July 4.
• Wednesdays from June 20-Aug. 15, 7:30 p.m. No concert on
July 4.
• Thursdays, 7:30 p.m.
• Saturdays, 7:30 p.m.
• Sundays through August 12, 6:30 p.m.
• Sundays from September 9-30, 3 p.m.
Five Tuesdays in July — July 3, July 10, July 17, July 24 and
July 31 — will feature talented youth musicians performing at
CA’s Teen Open Mic nights. Sign-up begins at 6:45 p.m. and performances are first-come, first-served. No bands with drum sets
will be allowed. For more information, please email CALakefrontFestival@gmail.com.
And, finally, CA’s annual “Dancing Under the People Tree” free
dance lessons will be hosted every Friday from June 22 through
September 7. Instruction with music will be held under the People
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Orthodontics for Adolescents, Children, and Adults
Offering the latest in orthodontic
technology including Invisalign,
Invisalign Teen, and esthetic
(clear) braces.
Free initial consultation,
evening hours available.

Offices in

Clarksville and Maple Lawn

410-381-1077
www.VanguardSmiles.com

Drs. Byron & David Bonebreak, Board Certified Orthodontists
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Tree from 7-8 p.m., with dances that are fun both for beginners
and those with experience. And when the dance session ends, the
movie begins.
No glass containers or alcoholic beverages are permitted. The
schedule is subject to change without notice. Events may be canceled due to inclement weather. The Lakefront Summer Festival
Inclement Weather Hotline is 410-715-3127.

Tot Lot Improvement Update
The River Hill Community Association (RHCA) has requested
and obtained funding from the Columbia Association (CA) to upgrade two tots in the fiscal years 2019 and 2020. One tot lot in
each of the village’s two neighborhoods, Pheasant Ridge and Pointers Run, will be upgraded with more modern play equipment. Over
the past several months, RHCA has requested feedback from residents to identify the most ideal locations.
After reviewing resident feedback and working with CA’s Open
Space Division to determine the feasibility of various locations, the
consensus of the River Hill Board was that Tot Lot RH-25 is the
best location for an upgrade in the Pheasant Ridge neighborhood.
This tot lot meets CA’s space requirements, is highly utilized and
is centrally located to the densest housing in Pheasant Ridge. Tot
Lot RH-25 is located off Indian Summer Drive between Summer
Sky Path and Distant Thunder Trail.
The most requested location in the Pointers Run neighborhood
was Tot Lot RH-04, in the Summer Sunrise Drive and River Run
area. CA’s analysis has determined that this site’s space and topography do not meet the requirements for an upgrade. As an alternative, CA planners have recommended Tot Lot RH-16, located
near Garden Walk. The RHCA Board has not yet decided on this

The concept plan for the RH-25 tot lot upgrades may also be
viewed at www.villageofriverhill.org.
location and asks Pointers Run residents to provide feedback on
upgrading this tot lot and to identify other tot lots in the Pointers
Run neighborhood that should be considered.
RHCA held a community meeting on Wednesday May 23 at
Claret Hall aimed at obtaining feedback from residents regarding
upgrades to Tot Lot RH-25 and to discuss locations in the Pointers
Run neighborhood. Dalia Shlash, RHCA Board Member and Open
Space Liaison, led the meeting and shared CA’s concept plan for
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the Tot Lot RH-25 upgrade. The plan maintains almost the same
footprint as the existing tot lot. Minimal (4’)
expansion is needed in
one corner (see drawing). No trees need to be
removed. The proposed
play equipment is designed for children ages
The Two Towers play structure
2–12. CA recommends a
recommended by CA.
double swerve zip slide,
spiral step climber, river rock climber, schooner
climber, swings, motion play bouncing spring, and sensory play
music panels. Residents that attended the May 23 meeting supported the plans. To date, we have received no significant negative feedback on upgrades to this tot lot. However, if residents
do have concerns, please e-mail dalia.shlash@gmail.com no later
than June 12. If no significant objections to the project are relayed
to the Board by June 12, RHCA will give approval to CA to begin.
This will enable the RH-25 improvements to start in late summer.
Upgrades to a Pointers Run tot lot will not occur until FY20.
Since very little feedback was obtained regarding Tot Lot RH-16,
near Garden Walk, the Board is continuing to seek input from
Pointers Run residents. Comments and suggestions should be
sent via e-mail to dalia.shlash@gmail.com. The Association will
continue to keep residents informed as the site selection process
in the Pointers Run neighborhood moves forward.

Classes in River Hill
GOSU Martial Arts (Meeting Room)
Mon/Wed ongoing
6-9 p.m.
Th ongoing
6-8 p.m.
For information or to register, email GOSUmartialarts@gmail.
com or call 240-678-3854.

Chinese Wushu (Meeting Room)
Sat. ongoing
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Sat. ongoing
10:30-11:30 a.m.
Call 240-247-7048 or email uscwi@uschinesewushu.com.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
Wed ongoing
10-10:45 a.m.
Ages 0-5
Th ongoing		
10-10:45 a.m.
Ages 0-5
For information visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com or call
301-758-0304.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
7:30-8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Zumba (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Tu/Th ongoing
6:00-7:00 p.m.
Call 410-245-5900 or email msmarialk@gmail.com to register.
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School News
River Hill High School Ranks
High
U.S. News and World Report released it’s high school rankings
and River Hill High is ranked 4th within Maryland. Students have
the opportunity to take Advanced Placement course work and
exams. The AP participation rate at River Hill High is 83 percent.
The student body makeup is 51 percent male and 49 percent female, and the total minority enrollment is 45 percent. River Hill
High is 1 of 12 high schools in the Howard County Public School

Harold Howard’s Painting Service
Bonded and Insured

Painting, Drywall, Floors
Wallpaper, and Carpentry
Over 30 Years in Business
MHIC
#47783

410-218-6261

System. River Hill High is ranked #222 in the publication’s national rankings and earned a gold medal. Schools are ranked based on
their performance on state-required tests and how well they prepare students for college.

Atholton Raiders Summer
Sports Camps 2018
Atholton High School’s Sports Boosters Club is sponsoring
summer sports camps for students entering 9th grade or younger. Tuition includes a Raider t-shirt, individual skills testing, specialized instruction from qualified staff members, guest speakers,
and daily awards. Tuition for each camp is $145. For camp schedules, to register and pay visit http://atholtonboosters.org/athletics/summercamps. For more information, contact Mona Weinberg
410-446-7784, mona_weinberg@hcpss.org.

Summer Reading
The Howard County summer reading lists have been posted on
the media center website on the Howard County Public Schools
website for children in all grades at www.hcpss.org/academics/library-media. Have a nice summer, and happy reading!

www.howardpaintingmd.net
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Architectural News
RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION & DEADLINE
Submit Application By

For Meeting On

Upcoming Meetings

May 11, 2018

June 6, 2018

June 6, 2018

May 25, 2018

June 20, 2018

June 29, 2018

July 18, 2018

July 13, 2018

August 1, 2018

July 27, 2018

August 15, 2018

6424 Empty Song Road
			
6116 Eternal Ocean Place
6016 Countless Stars Run
			

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

Fridays by 12 Noon

Rain Garden, Landscape stone,
Water Remediation
Shed, Hot Tub
Patio, Retaining Walls,
Landscaping

AC Decisions
May 16, 2018

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and recommendation meetings age generally held at 7:30 p.m. at Claret Hall.
The sign-in sheet is available at 7 p.m. and applications are reviewed
in the order that applicants sign in. Applicants should bring any
supplemental documentation, application amendments, or additional information that the RAC may have requested. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review meeting.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior alterations as well as for in-home businesses can be obtained online at
www.villageofriverhill.org under Covenants in the menu bar; or at
Claret Hall. Agendas are published in the Villager when the publication schedule permits. RAC meeting agendas are posted at the Village office and on the website.
Please allow 5-6 weeks for the entire application process.
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Approved
12105 Sunlit Water Way
6501 Radiant Gleam Way
6037 Blue Point Court
6300 Gentle Light Lane
6392 Morning Time Lane
7091 Garden Walk
12117 Hidden Waters Way
6513 Evensong Mews
7091 Garden Walk

Tree Removals
Tree Removals
Patio
Shed, Tree Removals
Landscaping
Retaining Wall, Walkway
Tree Removals
Deck Landing, Steps
Retaining Wall, Walkway

Architectural News
Pending
6612 Rising Waves Way
Shed
12168 Linden Linthicum Lane Tree Removal, Tree Additions
6601 Gleaming Sand Chase
Shed, Area Under Deck

Fence
Tree Removals
Deck with Stairs

FAST TRACK DECISIONS

May 2, 2018
Approved
6414 Few Star Court
12024 Floating Clouds Path

Shed
Deck

Approved with Condition(s)
6301 Enchanted Key Gate
6517 Ocean Shore Lane
5800 White Pebble Path
			

Addition, Deck
Fence
Patio, Retaining Wall,
Landscaping

Disapproved
6465 Sundown Trail

Fence: Style Change, Trampoline

April 18, 2018
Approved
5705 Little Bells Row
6566 Autumn Wind Circle
			

6486 South Wind Circle
6405 Phantom Moon Walk
5712 Little Bells Row

Tree Removals
Walkway, Landscaping,
Lamp Post

Approved
6449 River Run
6301 Enchanted Key Gate
6409 Autumn Sky Way
6486 River Run
12199 Linden Linthicum Lane
7094 Garden Walk
5825 White Pebble Path
6421 River Run
6422 Onward Trail
6304 Eastern Star Way
5908 Tall Branches Pass
6429 Empty Song Road
6409 Sundown Trail
6468 South Wind Circle
6517 Ocean Shore Lane
6405 Warm Sunshine Pass
			
6545 Autumn Wind Circle
6317 Velvet Path

Tree Removal
Tree Removal
Deck: Stain
Color Change: Roof
Color Change: Siding
Roof Solar Panels
Tree Removal
Material Change: Under Deck
Tree Removal
Tree Removal
Style Change: Front Door
Tree Removal
Color Change: Front Door
Tree Removal
Tree Removal
Material Change: Front
Foundation
Tree Removal
Rain Garden
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Architectural News
Signage in the Village of
River Hill
It’s that time again. Signs are everywhere in the Village of River
Hill. As disconcerting as it is, the courts have determined posting
signs is a first amendment right. However, there are restrictions
in certain instances.
Political Signs in the County Right of Way
and on Private Property
According to the County’s Department of Inspections, Licenses and Permits (DILP), “Within the last few years there have been
several high court rulings on sign codes similar to Howard County’s that have altered how those codes can now be regulated.” In
light of these rulings, DILP is not enforcing certain portions of the
sign code. The County is not enforcing the size, number, or length
of time signs can be located on private property. Signs on public
property, such as in the county right-of-way (ROW) are not permitted. Signs improperly placed in a pubic ROW will be removed
and discarded.
If you see signs that are impeding traffic, in the county ROW, or
advertising businesses e.g., lawn or massage services, within the
Village, residents may file a complaint with the community associ-

ation or directly with the County via SeeClickFix at www.seeclickfix.com/md_howard-county/report. Signs along MD 108, Guilford
Road, or Trotter Road should be reported directly to the County
via SeeClickFix.
The River Hill Community Association has established the following Signage Guidelines:
Real Estate Signs
• One direction sign is permitted on a corner leading to an open
house but must be removed at the end of the sale day.
• The sign must be in compliance with the Howard County Sign
Ordinance for Real Estate signs.
• The sign must not interfere with vehicular or pedestrian traffic,
obstruct traffic sight lines, or otherwise impair safety.
• The sign does not include “SOLD,” “PENDING” or “UNDER
CONTRACT” riders. These are not permitted.
Temporary Garage Sale and Temporary Contractor Signs
An Exterior Alteration Application NEED NOT be submitted for
temporary signs such as garage sale signs, or signs advertising
contracted work being done on the property, if ALL of the following
applicable criteria are met:
• The sign is in compliance with the Howard County Sign Ordinance.
• The sign is not larger than 20 inches by 28 inches and does not
stand more than 3 feet above the ground when measured from
the top of the sign or post, whichever is higher.
• Contractors using their logos, trademarks and other color
schemes do not post more than one per lot.
• Signs are not posted on trees, light poles, street signs or official
neighborhood identification or on neighborhood watch signs.
• No more than one temporary sign is on any property.
• Signs are neatly lettered, clean and maintained in good condition.
• Garage sale signs are posted no more than 24 hours in advance
of the sale and are removed at the end of the sale day.
• Signs advertising contracted work being done on a property are
posted for no more than 30 days. These signs must be removed
upon completion of the project.
• The sign does not interfere with vehicular or pedestrian traffic,
obstruct traffic sight lines, or otherwise impair safety.
Home Security Signs
An Exterior Alteration Application NEED NOT be submitted if the
following criteria are met:
• Standard home security signs are attached to the front of the
house.
• A free-standing home security sign is no more than twelve inches square.
• Free standing signs are mounted on a metal stake or wood post
located no further than 10 feet from the house.
• Only one free standing or attached sign is in front of the house.
A second sign may be attached to the rear of the house or
mounted in the rear yard.
NOTE: No other signs shall be permitted on any lot without
submission and approval of an Exterior Alteration Application.
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AROUND TOWN
Volunteering Made Easy

Second Sunday Swim

Sunday, June 6, 6 – 7 p.m. at Volunteer Center Serving Howard County, 6310 Hillside Ct. Discover how to connect with local
and regional organizations that are recruiting volunteers for general opportunities as well as skilled project specialists. If you’ve
wondered if volunteering was right for you or if you always wanted to volunteer but weren’t quite sure how to begin, this one-hour
session is for you. The session is free, but registration is requested. Visit www.volunteerhoward.org to register. Contact Pam at
pam@volunteerhoward.org or call 410-715-3179 with questions.

Columbia Association (CA) residents have the opportunity to
visit CA’s 23 outdoor pools for free on the second Sunday of each
month: June 10, July 8 and August 12. Residents of CA-assessed
property must have a Columbia Card to receive access. Cards can
be obtained at no cost at CA’s Customer and Member Service Center, located at 6310 Hillside Court, Columbia. Address verification
in the form of a driver’s license or imprinted personal check and
dependent children’s birth certificates are required. For more information, call 410-730-1801.

Free KidsDay

Take the Patuxent Challenge

Saturday, June 9, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at Columbia SportsPark,
5453 Harpers Farm Road, toward the back of Harper’s Choice Village Center. This fun, annual welcome-to-summer event for kids
hosted by Columbia Association (CA) returns! Mini-golf and allyou-can-bat batting cage sessions will be free for all kids ages
12 and younger as well as all CA Fit&Play, Play, 5Day Golf&Play,
and Golf Fit&Play members of any age. Non-members and other
CA members ages 13 and older will pay a fee. There will also be
numerous other free and fun options available to all, including
games, inflatables, face painting, demos, giveaways and more.
Food and beverages will be available for purchase. KidsDay is free
and open to the public. Preregistration is appreciated but not required; preregister at www.ColumbiaAssociation.org/kidsday.

Looking for a way to get outdoors this summer? Why not give
the Patuxent Challenge a try! What is the challenge, you’re likely
asking yourself? Well...participate in a variety of outdoor activities
throughout the Patuxent River watershed. Complete one activity
per county plus the City of Laurel in a calendar year (8 total activities). Document your participation by taking a selfie with each
activity’s Patuxent Challenge sign. To receive your prize, email
your selfie pics to PatuxentChallenge@gmail.com. Share your adventures on social media using the hashtag, #PatuxentChallenge.
Prizes will be shipped January 2019. One prize pack per address.
Two of the challenge sites are right here in Howard County: James
and Anne Robinson Nature Center and Scott’s Cove Recreation
Area! For details visit: http://planning.maryland.gov/Pages/OurWork/PaxRiverComm/PatuxentChallengeSites.aspx.

re-elect

ANNE DODD
Orphans’ Court
AnneDoddForOrphansCourt.org
By authority of Anne Dodd for Orphan’s Court, Linda Blakeslee, Treasurer
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AROUND TOWN
Jazz in the Mills presents
Eric Byrd Trio
Sunday, June 24, 5 – 7:30 p.m. The Other Barn, 5851Robert Oliver Place, Columbia. $20 Advance/$25 Door. Mike Joyce,
Music Journalist, The Washington Post wrote “Throughout his
trio’s concert at the Kennedy Center, Eric Byrd sounded as if he
were strolling through a southern town taking in the spiritual
sounds of the church house one moment and the earthly rumble
of the roadhouse the next.” Purchase tickets at The Other Barn or
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/2774213. Snacks and beverages for sale during performances. No refunds, no replacement
of lost tickets. For more information, contact Lavenia Nesmith at
301-596-5128, lavenia_nesmith@comcast.net or Sandy Cederbaum at 410-730-4610, manager@oaklandmills.org. Jazz in the
Mills is sponsored by Ms. Lavenia Nesmith and the Oakland Mills
Community Association.

Pedal and Paddle
Sunday, July 8, 7 a.m. Registration at 6:45 a.m. Swansfield
Mini-Water Park, 5659 Cedar Lane, Columbia. Ride your bike (45
miles) and swim a lap at all Columbia Association outdoor pools to
benefit the Ulman Cancer Fund (tax deductible) and honor Donna
Sunderdick. $60 registration fee includes T-shirt. For information
contact EdShulder@yahoo.com or visit www.Active.com.

Autism Sensory Pool in Columbia
The Columbia Association’s (CA) Macgill’s Common Pool is
an autism sensory pool. The Howard County Autism Society will
inform CA of children with autism who have stop/start issues
which will be noted on the swimmer’s CA membership. This will
allow the child to remain in the pool during adult-only times with
a parent or guardian on a one-to-one ratio. To qualify, please contact the Howard County Autism Society at 410-290-3466 or email
info@howard-autism.org. Once your child’s membership has been
updated, please speak to a guard when visiting the pool.

Chrysalis Cabaret:
Saturday Night Swing
Saturday, June 9, 6 – 9 p.m. at the Chrysalis, in Merriweather Park at Symphony Woods. Join the Columbia Big Band and the
Inner Arbor Trust at the premier of the Chrysalis Cabaret Series
- intimate arts events where the audience joins the artists on the
Chrysalis stage! Free 30-minute swing dance lessons at 6 p.m.,
followed by a night of music and dance starting at 6:30 p.m. Come
for “date night” or come as a family. Food trucks as well as a bar
featuring local craft beer will be available. You may also bring a
picnic (no glass or alcohol). Gates open at 5 p.m.

Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

Giant Food
410-531-7831

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

GNC
410-531-1426

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

River Hill Sports
Grille
410-531-7900

Tower Federal
Credit Union
301-497-7000

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052

Nouvel Nail Spa
443-535-8866

Subway
410-531-7982

Visit our new website
riverhill.shopkimco.com

The UPS Store
410-531-9861
Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860
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COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS
Moving Sale
Sectional sofa set, dinner table with 6 chairs, china cabinet, bedroom set. Contract Krishna at 410-531-1047.

Math Tutor
Interested in keeping math skills sharp over the summer or preparing for the SAT or ACT? I can tutor all levels up to Calculus II;
$20/hour, will come to your home. Call Nick 443-878-6870.

Air Conditioning/Heating
Need your A/C, furnace, or heat pump replaced? Need a humidifier? Call Donnie Minnick, a River Hill resident, with 40 years experience. MD State Master HVAC #7754; MD State Master Gas Fitter
#69030. Call 301-741-1689.

NAME

ADDRESS		 PHONE NO.

Sydney Ash**

Autumn Wind Circle

678-780-9662

Alyza Berson

Swift Current Way

443-812-5742

Mycah Berson

Swift Current Way

443-812-5791

Jennifer Bleakney

Waving Tree Court

410-531-5391

Paige Cohen 		

240-470-6158

Short on Time?

Giuliana Del Buono

Distant Thunder Trail

410-707-3430 (c)

Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant
Service, handles life’s time-consuming tasks including errand
running, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and
special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771,
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Jonathon DiPietro*

Leaves of Grass Court

410-531-1343

Kyla Clark

Great Star Drive

301-332-0370

Molly Farrell

Tall Timber Drive

443-995-7330

Murphy Freal **

Fleets of Time Court

410-935-7145

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting
“Our Passion is Your Pets”

Abii Gannon

White Marble Court

240-383-6527

Casey Greenberg

Fairest Dream Lane

410-531-0331

Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact:
www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Lina Hassan

Gentle Light Lane

667-231-5605

Cedar Kennedy**

Countless Stars Run

443-805-7581

Dani Krause **

Shining Stars Lane

443-812-4641

Kelly Long

Tall Timber Drive

410-531-3357

Maddie Lynott

Early Lilacs Path

443-535-8956

Laura Mason

Shining Stars Lane

410-733-7566

Miranda Mazzella*

White Pebble Path

410-531-7899

Tutor
Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder, High Functioning Autism, Advocate; all ages (K-12); specializing in organizational skills, study skills, time management, reading/writing
process, reading skills, all with application to content material at
any level. SAT/ACT reading and English areas. Background: Special Education Coordinator for school based programs. Howard
County resident. 301-922-6827 or email InsightsEd@gmail.com.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture. Art, Silver,
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+ yr experience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic
Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support including Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more.
Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com
or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Classified Ads, $10 for Residents

For 35 words. $1 per additional word. Bring your ad to Claret Hall
by the 15th of the month preceding the issue.
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Jacob Recht
Evening Company Cir.
			

410-531-5236 (h)
410-302-9258 (c)

Allison Siil **

Western Star Run

410-531-5624

Evan Spind

Empty Song Road

443-956-8172

Liana Toy Grateful Heart Gate
* CPR/First Aid Trained

** CPR/First Aid Certified

“Like” Us

The River Hill Community
Association is on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/
RiverHillCommunity
Association

443-718-8720
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