Great Star Drive Closed to thru
traffic for River Hill’s 17th Annual
Independence Day Parade, July 4 from
approximately 8:45-11:30 a.m.
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17th Annual Independence Day Parade Celebrates
the Birth of Our Nation and Community

P

lans are underway for the River
Hill Community Association’s 17th
Annual Independence Day Parade
which will be held the morning of Monday,
July 4. This celebration of the thirteen
American colonies declaring their independence from the Kingdom of Great Britain
is a tradition anticipated and enjoyed by
River Hill residents of all ages.
Although the Continental Congress actually voted on July 2, 1776 to form the
United States of America, our country
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Come out to celebrate the 4th of July during River Hill’s 17th Annual Independence Day
Parade. The familiar sights of vintage vehicles and firetrucks along with the squeals of
excited children will surely delight!
celebrates the birth of our nation, Independence Day, on July 4, the date the
Declaration of Independence was signed.
The parade epitomizes the hopes of John
Adams from Massachusetts who, in a letter written to his wife Abigail in July of
1776 following the vote for independence
by the Continental Congress, wrote “…I
am apt to believe that it will be celebrated by succeeding generations as the great
anniversary festival…It ought to be solemnized with pomp and parade, with shows,
games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and
illuminations, from one end of this continent to the other, from this time forward
forevermore.”
By joining together in patriotic cele-

bration, we are reminded annually of the
efforts and sacrifices of our predecessors
and those that continue to be made on behalf of the United States of America. River
Hill’s Independence Day Parade is an opportunity for us to recognize our elected officials and honor veterans of foreign wars.
It is also a chance to celebrate the diversity
and strengths of our community through
the participation of local non-profit organizations, scout troups, sports teams, area
businesses, and others. So, come up with a
plan to march in the parade, dig out those
lawn chairs, hoist the American flag, find
your red, white, and blue and join the River
Hill Community Association in celebrating
Independence Day!
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday
9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m.–Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

CORRECTION:

Last month our cover photo misidentified our wonderful Betsy Ross
look-alike, who we have enjoyed in our 4th of July parade for many
years now. She is our neighbor Kathy Bonebreak. Sorry Kathy!

Board Highlights . . .
April 28, 2016
• FY17 Operating Budget approved.
• Executive Session Held: Personnel Matters.
• Minutes Approved: April 4, 2016.
May 2, 2016

Covenant Advisor:
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

• Elected Michael Cornell as Board Chair and Richard Thomas
as Vice Chair.
• Met with Danielle Bodner, Columbia Association Environmental Program Assistant, who shared mosquito control information.
• Appointed Avraham Azrieli and Harjeet Singh Jandu to the
Board of Directors for the period May 1, 2016 – April 30, 2018.
• Approved the FY17/18 Management Contract.
• Minutes Approved: April 28, 2016.

Facility Coordinator:
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Board Meeting Schedule

Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Communications & Events Coordinator:
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Administrative Assistant:
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

RIVER HILL BOARD
Avraham Azrieli....................................................avraham@azrielibooks.com
Michael Cornell, Chair............................................................. 301-742-2761
Harjeet Singh Jandu............................................... janduharjeet@icloud.com
Mavourene Robinson........................................ succexecutives@gmail.com
Richard Thomas, Vice Chair ................................richthomas.rh@verizon.net
Liyan Zhang ............................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Jennifer Zhang (Student Committee)

All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River Hill Village Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to
attend Resident Speak-Out during each board meeting. If
you have written material you would like the Board to review, please drop it by the village office by the Thursday
prior to the meeting. All approved minutes are available
for review at the village office. For additional information,
please contact the village office.
NEXT BOARD MEETINGS:
June 6 at 7 p.m. Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to
view the Board Meeting Agendas & Minutes.

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Chao Wu, superbwu@gmail.com

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com
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Council Corner:

Columbia Association: New Board Takes the Lead,
Structural Changes in Place
The Columbia Association has a new Board of Directors for the
2017 fiscal year (May 1, 2016 – April 30, 2017). Andy Stack from
Owen Brown is the new chair. Dick Boulton from Dorsey’s Search
is the new vice chair. We also have a new Board member from
Town Center, Lin Eagan.
This year, the Board Operations Committee (BOC) is using
a different structure. Besides the chair and vice chair, all other
board members will take turns sitting on this committee. I will
serve on the BOC in July. The purpose of the Board Operations
Committee is to ensure the effective functioning of the CA Board
and to oversee the Board’s relationship with the CA President/
CEO. I am also sitting on the Risk Management Committee, which
oversees CA’s general liability self-insurance program.
The Board has many new tasks in front of it:
1. Continue improving customer service.
2. Approve FY-2018 budget which will invest in our continuous
growth and maintain fiscal health.
3. Implement new membership/pricing structure.
4. Investigate the pond survey results, which will help us understand the cost of CA’s pond maintenance.
5. Roll out a five-year Capital Budget plan.
6. Enhance CA’s influence in planning and development of Columbia:
• Affordable housing in Downtown Columbia

“Like” River Hill
Community Association
on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/
RiverHillCommunity
Association
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• Redevelopment of Long Reach Village Center
• Redevelopment of Hickory Ridge Village Center
• Commercial covenants
• New Town Zoning
• New Welcome Center
7. Develop an implementation plan to attract and retain young
adults.
8. Prepare for the Columbia’s 50th Birthday Celebration.
On a personal note, I have been working to establish Columbia’s China Sister City program. I will continue to devote some
time to this effort.
Chao Wu, Ph.D.
River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
Email: superbwu@gmail.com
Tel: 240-481-9637
website: www.chaowu.org
Disclaimer: This column only represents Dr. Chao Wu’s personal
opinion. It does not represent River Hill Board of Directors nor Columbia Association’s Board.

Seeking Candidates for
Remaining Board of Directors
Position
The River Hill Community Association maintains a 7-member
Board of Directors (BOD). The Board oversees operations, sets
policy, advocates on behalf of the community, and works in conjunction with the Columbia Association, the County government,
community volunteers, and others to enhance the quality of life
for village residents.
During village elections, incumbent Liyan Zhang was unanimously re-elected to a two-year term. At their first meeting of the
new fiscal year held on May 2, the BOD unanimously appointed River Hill residents Avi Azrieli and Harjeet Jandu to two-year
terms. These three residents join members Michael Cornell, Mavourene Robinson, and Richard Thomas whose terms expire in
April 2017.
The BOD is seeking interested residents to fill the remaining
position. The term of this position will expire April 30, 2018.
Do you have questions about what is involved? Contact Michael Cornell, Board Chairperson, or Richard Thomas, Board Vice
Chairperson, or call the village manager at 410-531-1749 to find
out more.
Letters of interest must be submitted to the BOD by June
15 and can be mailed to 6020 Daybreak Circle, Clarksville, MD
21029 or emailed to manager@villageofriverhill.org.

Columbia Association Extends
Contract with President/CEO
Columbia Association’s (CA) Board of Directors is pleased to
announce that President/CEO Milton W. Matthews has accepted
a new three-year contract.
“The Board has been impressed with Milton’s strong leadership
and his outreach to the community,” said Andrew Stack, chairman of CA’s Board of Directors. “During the past two years Milton
has enhanced our relationship with our partners and stakeholders, conducted a zero-based review of CA’s budget, relocated CA’s
headquarters and designed a new membership structure. The
Board looks forward to working with Milton over the next three
years to enhance CA’s mission of providing services to the people
of Columbia.”
Matthews’ new contract started on May 1, 2016 and runs
through April 30, 2019. He began with Columbia Association in
June 2014.
“I am very appreciative of the Board for granting me the opportunity to continue as president and CEO of CA,” Matthews said. “I
am very excited about the continued redevelopment projects in the
Columbia community; Columbia’s upcoming 50th birthday celebration; continuing to build and grow relationships with our community partners; and working on behalf of all the stakeholders in
the Columbia community, including our residents. I look forward
to continuing to work with CA staff at all levels toward the goals in
CA’s strategic plan, in particular the goal of being a high-performing and responsive organization.”
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County to Undertake Fairest
Dream Spillway Replacement
and Channel Stabilization
The Howard County Department of Public Works will be undertaking a construction project in the Pointers Run neighborhood to
retrofit the riser and principal spillway for the stormwater pond
located northwest of Fairest Dream Lane between Fairest Dream
Lane and Summer Sunrise Drive. The County identified that this
pond required maintenance during routine inspections of stormwater facilities.
The principal spillway structure is the concrete box located
within the pond which controls the passage of water through the
facility. This structure is made of reinforced concrete and the retrofit proposed provides additional water quality. Construction will
include:
1) Installing a construction entrance and access road;
2) Implementing the approved erosion and sediment control
plan;
3} Excavating the pond to provide the proper pond capacity
and water quality treatment;
4) Modifying the existing concrete control structure;
5) Grading of the pond as necessary within the existing limits
of the pond;
6) Stabilizing the outfall structure of the pond and downstream
stream; and
7) Removing sediment controls and re-stabilizing any disturbed areas through vegetative plantings.
The consultant has completed the field assessments and has

prepared construction drawings showing the proposed work. Permits are being obtained and construction is anticipated to start
Fall 2016. Construction is expected to take approximately eight to
ten weeks, weather dependent. During that time, the county will
try to minimize any inconvenience this may cause the community. While construction is ongoing Fairest Dream Lane will remain
open; however, there will be temporary sidewalk closings along
Fairest Dream Lane and also along the walking path adjacent to
the pond for public safety.
If you have any questions about the project or would like to review the current construction drawings, please feel free to contact
Michele Monde, PE/ PMP, Project Manager
DPW - Storm Water Management Division at 410-313-0844 or
mmonde@howardcountvmd.gov.

Learn How to Combat
Mosquitoes at June 22
Workshop
Mosquitoes have long been considered a pest, but the diseases
spread by them have recently made international headlines.
The curious and the concerned alike are invited to “Combating
Mosquitoes: Resident Workshop and Information Session,” which
Columbia Association will host on June 22 from 7-8 p.m. at Claret
Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle.
Residents will learn some interesting facts about mosquitoes
and how to combat mosquito breeding in their neighborhood. Attendees will also make a trap to capture adult mosquitoes in their
yard.

Visit our new website
riverhillvillagecenter.com

Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

Nouvel Nail Spa
443-535-8866

Subway
410-531-7982

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Everett Jewelers
410-531-7990

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

Tower Federal Credit Union
301-497-7000

Giant Food
410-531-7831

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

River Hill Sports
Grille
410-531-7900

The UPS Store
410-531-9861

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052

6 • The River Hill Villager • June 2016

Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860

Columbia Association conducts active mosquito surveillance
in its open space, including identifying any mosquitoes found and
encouraging natural mosquito predators. Columbia Association
is also providing public education by teaching residents about
mosquito ecology, breeding sites, and how to eliminate mosquitoes from their yards and help prevent diseases carried by mosquitoes.
Something as simple as emptying standing water from your
yard on a weekly basis will reduce mosquitoes and decrease the
risk of Zika virus spreading in Maryland.
The Zika virus is a disease spread to humans, mainly through
a bite from an infected Yellow Fever mosquito. The majority of
Zika cases are asymptomatic, with only one in five cases showing
signs of infection (fever, rash, pink eye, muscle pains). There currently is no vaccine for Zika virus, but personal protection (long
sleeves, repellant) and source reduction (removing water-holding
containers and sources of standing water from your yard) are the
best ways to reduce disease risk.
Although Maryland is at the extreme end of the Yellow Fever
mosquito’s range, we do have another potential Zika carrier in
the Asian tiger mosquito. The Asian tiger mosquito lays eggs on
the sides of small containers (i.e. planters, vases, buckets, downspouts, tarps) and the eggs hatch after it rains. The Asian tiger
mosquito does not breed in large bodies of water.
To find out more about mosquitoes, how to prevent breeding,
and to make a trap to capture adult mosquitoes in your yard – attend the workshop on June 22!

Keep Pedestrians Safe
Adults, teens, and children regularly use marked and unmarked crossings throughout the community. Whether it is on
the way to the pool, in front of a school, in the village center, or
in a residential area, it is important that pedestrians and drivers take proper safety precautions. In Maryland, pedestrians and
drivers are both responsible for traffic safety.
At an intersection, a pedestrian is subject to all traffic control
devices. If a pedestrian crosses a road at any point other than in a
marked crosswalk or at an intersection with no crosswalk, the pedestrian must yield the right-of-way to any approaching vehicle.
Pedestrians may not suddenly leave a curb or other place of safety
and walk or run into the path of a vehicle if the vehicle is so close
that it is impossible for the driver to yield. This means, don’t dart
out into the road! In addition, pedestrians may not cross a roadway intersection diagonally unless directed to do so. As a pedestrian, remember these tips:
• Cross within marked crossing areas. If crossing outside a
marked area, recognize that drivers do not expect to see you
there.
• Before crossing, look left, right, and left again for traffic. Continue to look over your shoulder for turning vehicles.
• Always walk on the sidewalk. If there is no sidewalk, then always walk on the left side of the road facing oncoming traffic.
• Make eye contact with drivers to ensure they see you.
• At night, wear light colored or reflective clothing to be more visible and use extra caution when crossing.
At crosswalks and intersections without signals, a driver must
stop for a pedestrian when the pedestrian is on the half of the
roadway on which the vehicle is traveling, or when the pedestrian
is approaching within one lane of the half of the roadway on which
the vehicle is traveling. When proceeding on a green signal, drivers turning right or left must yield the right-of-way to pedestrians

lawfully within a crosswalk. When turning right on red after stopping, drivers must yield the right of way to pedestrians lawfully
within the crosswalk.
As a driver, remember these tips:
• Always come to a complete stop at the stop line.
• Stop for pedestrians who are in a crosswalk, even if it is not
marked. When stopping for a pedestrian in a crosswalk, stop
well back so that drivers in the other lanes can also see the pedestrian in time to stop.
• Be especially attentive around schools and in neighborhoods
where children are active.
• When making turns, wait for a “gap” in traffic. Beware that
while watching for that “gap,” pedestrians may have moved into
your intended path.
• Be extra attentive and slow-down in school and work zones
where increased pedestrian presence is likely.
This information was provided by the Howard County Police
Department and the MD State Highway Administration.

Reporting Suspicious Activity
In early May, the Association was notified of several cases of
thefts from vehicles and property damage and vandalism that included the slashing of car tires and graffiti on homes, sidewalks,
and pathways. Police reports were taken and area patrols were
increased. These types of incidents are, although atypical for the
River Hill community, upsetting to the victims and can result
in time consuming and expensive repairs and replacements. In
their wake, residents want to know what can be done to prevent
these kinds of crimes. The first thing to remember is the Howard
County Department of Police cannot function effectively without
the concerned assistance of responsible citizens. They depend on
residents to call and report all suspicious persons or actions, no
matter the day or time.
How and When Should I Make a Report?
If you detect suspicious activity in your neighborhood, call the
police immediately. Dial 9-1-1. Do not worry about being embarrassed if your suspicions prove to be unfounded. It is better to
think of what could have happened if you didn’t act on your suspicions.
Examples of suspicious activity include:
• Door-to-door canvassers in a residential area. This is especially
suspicious if, after a few houses have been visited, one or more
of the subjects go into the back or side yards of the residences.
• People waiting in front of a house where the occupants are absent, or loitering in front of a business which is closed.
• People consuming alcoholic beverages in prohibited areas.
• Illicit gambling.
• Person running – especially if he or she is carrying something of
value. The person may be fleeing the scene of a crime.
• Unusual amounts of property in a home or vehicle. For example, several new TV sets piled in a garage or numerous stereos
or parts in a vehicle.
• Unusual noises – gunshots, screaming, sounds of combat,
breaking glass, abnormally barking dogs – anything which suggests foul play or illegal activity.
• Vehicles moving slowly through the neighborhood with no
headlights, or deliberate path. This is especially suspicious in
school areas, parks, and playgrounds.
• Parked, occupied vehicles, where the vehicle and occupants are
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not familiar to the neighborhood.
• Offers of merchandise at ridiculously low prices could mean
stolen property.
• Anyone peering into parked cars may be looking for a car to
steal or for valuables left displayed in the car.
• Excessive human traffic to and from a particular residence.
• Apparent business transactions conducted from a vehicle or
street corner could be a drug sale.

Howard County Department of Police
Helpful Telephone Numbers
EMERGENCY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  911
Police non-emergency. . . . . . . . .  410-313-2200
Northern District Duty Officer . .  410-313-3200
Southern District Duty Officer. .  410-313-3700
Drug Tip Line (anonymous) . . .  410-290-DRUG
Animal Control. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  410-313-2780

Information which may be requested when you call the police:
• Location of suspicious activity.
• Descriptions of persons involved – please be specific (i.e. gender, race, age, height, weight, hair color, clothing, and any distinguishing features).
• Description of vehicles involved – make, model, color, and tag
# if possible.
• Direction of travel or flight.
• The what, when, how, and why of the incident.

Join River Hill’s Neighborhood
Watch Program

While some, but not all, of the suspicious situations described
could have innocent explanations, the Police Department would
rather investigate a crime-prone situation than be called when it
is too late.
YOUR CALL COULD SAVE A LIFE,
PREVENT AN INJURY OR
STOP A CRIMINAL ACT!
The Police Department accepts anonymous reports. An anonymous report is better than no report.
Take responsibility for your neighborhood and call!

The River Hill Community Association participates in the
Neighborhood Watch Program – an effort focused on involving the
joint efforts of the police and the community, designed to enhance
neighborhood security, heighten the community’s power of observation, and to encourage mutual assistance and concern among
neighbors. The program is facilitated by neighborhood Block Captains who share crime and safety information with their neighbors
and act as a conduit of information between residents, the Association, and the police department.
If your street isn’t already participating, you and your neighbors might want to consider joining. At least one resident on the
street will need to volunteer to be the Block Captain. Long streets
can be shared. To find out more about participating in the program and becoming a Block Captain visit: www.villageofriverhill.
org/board/committees and click on Neighborhood Watch/Block
Captain Program or contact the River Hill Village Manager at 410531-1749 or manager@villageofriverhill.org.
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Tips to Avoid Investing in
Investment Scams
From emails promising huge sums of money, to callers offering
too good to be true investments, scammers promise to make you
money, while taking your money.
There’s no such thing as a “free lunch” – Scammers lure victims with invitations to free luncheons where they pitch fraudulent investments. They’ll promise high returns or investments
which don’t exist, and will never be seen again once they’ve gotten your money.
Beware of cold calls. Scammers often try to build friendships
by not being too aggressive and calling often. Once they get your
trust—and your money—they disappear. Make sure the seller is licensed and in good standing by contacting: the Securities Division
of the Maryland Attorney General’s Office at 410-576-6360 or visiting www.oag.state.md.us/securities. Also visit http://www.oag.
state.md.us/the US Securities and Exchange Commission’s website at www.investor.gov.
Don’t be pressured into making an immediate decision on an
investment, especially one you don’t understand. Don’t make a
commitment until you feel comfortable with the investment professional as well as the investment.
Insist on receiving a prospectus or printed offering materials
and read them. If you have questions, ask your accountant and/or
financial adviser to explain the investment. Also insist on receiving regular statements and monitor the activity on your account.
Never be embarrassed to ask questions about trading activity that
looks excessive or unauthorized.

Remember that all investments involve risk. No one can guarantee any kind of return, especially a high return. Earnings
claims of 25%, 50% or more are empty promises.
Don’t throw good money after bad. Con artists know the panic
people feel after a sudden financial loss. Be on guard for offers to
help you recover lost funds with another “sure thing” scheme.

Columbia Association Receives
$66,000 Rebate from BGE
Baltimore Gas and Electric Company (BGE) has approved a
$66,000 rebate to offset more than one-quarter of the cost of an
energy-efficient combined heat and power (CHP) unit purchased
by Columbia Association (CA), a nonprofit community services
corporation serving Columbia, Maryland.
The rebate was issued through BGE’s “Smart Energy Savers
Program,” which offers incentives and services to businesses that
implement energy-efficient measures.
“We are excited to see our customers like CA making smart energy decisions,” said Bill Wolf, BGE’s manager of energy efficiency
programs. “By installing this combined heat and power unit, CA
saves electricity, lowers its costs significantly and has a positive
impact on the environment.”
CA installed the 60-kilowatt CHP unit at the Supreme Sports
Club, a 24-hour fitness complex. The CHP unit is expected to reduce annual operating costs by more than $20,000 through heating the Club’s pool facility and pools, as well as providing domestic
hot water. By merging energy systems that traditionally operate

For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

B est Treatments Available
R easonable Fees
A fternoon & Evening Appointments
C onsultations are Free
E xcellent Results
S uper Smiles
The River Hill Village Center
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)
Offering the Best Treatments, including

Free Initial Consultation

410-381-1077
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independently, CHP systems offer substantial energy efficiency
benefits and reduced operational costs.
“We are excited to have the support of BGE’s Smart Energy
Savers Program,” said Jeremy Scharfenberg, CA’s energy manager. “This combined heat and power project helps us become more
sustainable, while also sending a message to others in the region
and here in our community that investing in clean energy strategies is a sound business decision and an important choice in reducing the risks associated with climate change.”
The BGE Smart Energy Savers Program is a suite of programs
that enable customers to control energy use, leading to more efficient use of electricity and lowering energy bills. The programs
have provided $373 million in rebates to BGE customers and
have also helped 1.5 million residential and business participants
save more than 2.3 million MWh of electricity. Collectively, the
programs help contain the cost of energy and improve reliability
by reducing peak demand and slowing the growth in energy consumption.
Energy-saving solutions are available to renters, homeowners,
large and small business customers, nonprofits and institutional
customers, and more information can be found at BGESmartEnergy.com. These programs support the EmPOWER Maryland Energy Efficiency Act.

Police Issue Warning About
Recent Telephone Scam
Caller Claiming to be Employee of
County Sheriff’s Office Seeks Money
The Howard County Police Department is investigating recent
reports of a telephone scam targeting residents. In the last few
weeks, the department has received nearly 20 reports of incidents
in which a scammer attempts to elicit money from a victim by
claiming he is a law enforcement official from the Howard County
Sheriff’s Office.* The caller states that a warrant for the victim’s
arrest has been issued for failing to appear for a grand jury subpoena. He also states that the victim’s driver’s license will be suspended unless a fine is paid and instructs the victim to pay a fee
using a pre-paid debit card in order to be free of the warrant.
Local police and sheriff’s officials do not contact individuals
via phone to explain that there is legal action against them for any
reason. They also will never ask for payment over the phone or
offer to negotiate a reduced payment in lieu of arrest. In at least
one recent case, a victim paid the scammer $900.
The department is encouraging residents to take precautions
to avoid falling victim to this or similar scams. Police are asking
those who have family members, friends or neighbors that may be
vulnerable to scams to share this message.
Along with the Howard County Office of Consumer Affairs,
HCPD encourages residents to consider the following tips:
• Be wary of unsolicited phone calls;
• Don’t allow a caller to threaten or scare you into taking immediate action;
• Refrain from sharing personal or financial information over the
phone; and
• Never send money (via wire or pre-paid debit card) to someone
you don’t know.

Police believe additional incidents may have gone unreported.
If you believe you have been the victim of a scam, please call police
at (410) 313-2200. If you have information about this particular
scam, please call (410) 313-STOP or email HCPDcrimetips@howardcountymd.gov.
To get more information on other types of scams, please visit
www.howardcountymd.gov/consumer.
*Note: The sheriff’s office is a separate agency from the police
department, providing court security and serving court warrants
in Howard County. The police department is investigating because
this is a criminal matter.

Columbia Association Hosting
Annual KidsDay Party at
Columbia SportsPark
KidsDay, the fun, annual welcome-to-summer event for kids
hosted by Columbia Association (CA), returns on Saturday, June
11, with a party from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Columbia SportsPark.
KidsDay is open to the public; there’s no need to sign up.
Just show up and enjoy a day of super-fun activities at Columbia SportsPark, 5453 Harpers Farm Road toward the back of the
Harper’s Choice Village Center.
Mini-golf and all-you-can-hit batting cages will be free for all
kids ages 13 and younger; those 14 and older can pay $5 for one
activity or $7 total for both. There will also be numerous other fun
options available and free to all, including arts and crafts, a moon
bounce, face painting, animal balloons, dance music, and a variety
of games and structured activities. While you and your family are
having fun, learn more about CA’s great youth programs, classes,
camps and special offers.
Concessions will be available for purchase, including food, beverages, snacks and ice cream. Door prizes will also be held during KidsDay.

Lakefront Wednesdays
Concert Series
Columbia Association presents the Lakefront Wednesday Concert Series! Enjoy live concerts by the lake from 12 – 2 p.m. every
week. In addition to great live music, guests will receive free cold
beverages and be eligible to win a raffle! This year’s performers include series favorites and popular local musicians representing a
wide variety of musical styles. This year’s series runs June 22 August 17.
June 22
June 29
July 6
July 13
July 20
July 27
August 3
August 10
August 17

Angela Sheik
Ted Garber
Damon Foreman
Different Sisters
Cynthia Marie
Unity Reggae Band
Jordan Mills
The Foundation Band
Wendy McIntyre

Electro – Acoustic
Rock/Blues/Americana
Rock/Funk
Various Genres
Jazz, Pop & Folk
Reggae
Various Genres
Pop, Jazz, Rhythm & Blues
Rhythm & Blues
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Watershed Tip of the Month

The Case of the Purloined Plant
The hole was easy to spot. Where a thriving creeping phlox
should have been was a 6-inch gouge in the soil.
The River Hill Watershed Committee and other community volunteers were a tad shocked by this poaching -- but ready to carry
on. With shovels and gloves, pruners and loppers, wagons full of
serviceberry, ferns, witchhazel and much more, and strong backs,
we arrived last month at our planting area, a shady spot at the intersection of two River Hill pathways near Quiet Ways Court where
we have been tearing out invasives and restoring natives. Our first
Pull and Plant event at this location was last fall (we’ve also planted near the pond). This visit was a follow-up to check on progress
and expand the area.
Sadly, many plants are missing from our River Hill woods.
Each growing season, native plants disappear, crowded out by
nonnative invasive species.
Some invasives, such as autumn olive and multiflora rose, arrived with benign intentions. The farmer who owned this area before the village was built raised pheasants and introduced autumn
olive as a habitat for the birds. “It has spread big time,” said John

no checks, they are taking over, choking out native plants and reducing the biodiversity necessary for a healthy ecosystem. Animals that depend on the native plants lose habitat and food. Alien
plants can even alter soil chemistry.
Last year, an international team of scientists concluded that
13,168 plant species – 3.9 percent of the global total “have become
naturalised somewhere on the globe as a result of human activity.”
In a separate study, scientists estimated that all invasive species -including microbes, animals and plants -- cause damage of more
than $1.4 trillion a year to the world economy.
Over several hours last month, volunteers pulled out invasives
that had started to come back and then doubled the area. We
planted a variety of natives* that would also be good to consider
for our yards:
• Downy serviceberry, a small tree with lovely white flowers
in early spring and fall leaves of vivid red and gold. The fruit
changes from green to red to deep purple as it ripens. Birds
love the fruit, which can also be used to make pies and can be
dried like a raisin.
• Witchhazel, a large shrub or small tree with fragrant yellow
flowers in the fall and early winter. The bursting fruit capsules
shoot seeds up to 12 feet away.
• Arrowwood viburnum, a deciduous shrub with springtime non-

During the April 24 Pull & Plant, these wonderful volunteers were shocked to find that some of the native plants they had put in last fall had gone
missing!
McCoy, the Columbia Association watershed director. “We have it
all over the MPEA woodlands and in the village.”
The U.S. Department of Agriculture promoted multiflora rose
in the Depression-era Dust Bowl. “They were desperate to get
something that would grow in difficult conditions to stabilize the
soil,” McCoy said. Because of the benefit of buying in bulk, the
USDA planted multiflora rose in many other areas, too. Now we
are seeing the effects.
Landscapers introduced other plants that have taken over our
woodlands, such as Oriental bittersweet, with its popular, decorative orange berries in fall, and Japanese (vining) honeysuckle, because of its lovely blooms and scent. Introduced in an area with

12 • The River Hill Villager • June 2016

fragrant white blooms that attract butterflies and birds. Fall
leaf colors range from yellow to orange and red.
• Spicebush, another deciduous shrub with clusters of tiny, fragrant greenish-yellow flowers in early spring that attract birds
and butterflies. Great for rain gardens.
• Gray dogwood, a deciduous shrub that tolerates poor soil and
deer while attracting birds and butterflies. It has white blooms
in spring, and the leaves turn a dusky purplish red in fall. Also
good for rain gardens.
• Marginal wood fern, an evergreen plant that likes shade and
part shade. About 1.5 to 2 feet tall, this fern mixes well with

some wildflowers.
• Highland fontanesiana, an
evergreen shrub with dark
glossy green leaves and
creamy white spring flower clusters. Deer resistant.
(Also highly toxic for humans.)
This time, CA has posted a
sign to explain our project and
deter future heists.
* Plant information from
Arbor Day Foundation, the Missouri Botanical Garden and the
University of Kentucky Department of Horticulture.

Question of the Month
Why are invasive plants a
problem? The first five people
to post a brief correct answer
via our Facebook page or an
email to newsletter@villageofriverhill.org will win a plant.

Watershed Moments
• The River Hill Watershed Committee will be marching in the
July 4th parade again. Please wave to us.
• Please LIKE and follow us on Facebook. We post updates and
interesting articles there.

Fireworks Safety Tips
As the 4th of July quickly approaches, many of us begin to
think about barbeques, parades, block parties, and obviously,
fireworks!
Unfortunately, along with these beautiful displays comes the
danger. Each year, an average of 230 people go to the emergency room every day with fireworks-related injuries in the month
around the July 4th holiday. Here are some tips to keep you safe:
• Make sure fireworks are legal in your area before buying or
using them.
• Keep a bucket of water or a garden hose handy in case of fire
or other mishap.
• Never allow young children to play with or ignite fireworks.
• Avoid buying fireworks that are packaged in brown paper because this is often a sign that the fireworks were made for
professional displays and that they could pose a danger to consumers.
• Always have an adult supervise fireworks activities. Sparklers
burn at temperatures of about 2,000 degrees – hot enough to
melt some metals.
• Never place any part of your body directly over a fireworks device when lighting the fuse. Back up to a safe distance immediately after lighting fireworks.
• Never try to re-light or pick up fireworks that have not ignited
fully.
• Never point or throw fireworks at another person.
Enjoy the holiday in a safe, pain-free way!
This information was supplied by The National Preparedness
Community at www.ready.gov.

New River Hill Website
If you have recently visited the River Hill Community Association’s website at www.villageofriverhill.org, you probably noticed
a dramatic change! The transition to a new, more dynamic, colorful, and mobile-friendly website occurred in mid-May and was executed by local graphic design firm Real Fresh Creative, owned by
River Hill resident Kayle Simon. While the URL is still the same,
everything else has been updated to be as convenient and easy to
use as possible.
In addition to the vivid pictures of the Village and rental
space, there is helpful information right at your fingertips. Everything including the Covenants and Guidelines, Events, Rental
Space, Committees, Board of Directors, Community Resources
and much more can be found on the site. A handy sidebar provides easy access to frequently requested forms and worksheets
such as the Exterior Alteration Application, Request for a Letter of Compliance, Deck Worksheet, and other commonly needed
items. Print them right at home rather than making a special trip
to Claret Hall to obtain them.
Many residents are unaware of what services are offered at
Claret Hall or who to contact with a question or concern. Check
out the Community Resources page for information about what
things are handled by Howard County Government, the Columbia Association or by the River Hill Community Association. There
is also a helpful list of the most commonly requested phone numbers and websites for the surrounding area.
The list of annual events makes it easy to see what is traditionally offered or presented by the River Hill Community Association in order to plan ahead. There is also a link to the master
calendar of meetings, class offerings, and their descriptions. Have
an idea for a new event? Simply contact us to suggest one.
Spend some time checking out the site, and let us know what
you think!

Courtyard Concert Series
Kimco Realty presents the annual Courtyard Concert Series!
Each Friday from 6-8 p.m., live concerts will be held in the courtyard at the River Hill Village Center for everyone to enjoy. This
year’s series runs June 10 - August 19.
6/10

Dave Chappel Band – Blues Rock

6/17

Ellis Woodward Duo – Summer Covers and Originals

6/24

Tropical Soul- Tropical Sounds with Steel Drum

7/1

Soul Temple - Funky Soulful Acoustic Grooves

7/8

The Sidleys – R&B, Rock

7/15

BG & The Mojo Hands – Blues, Swing

7/22

The Richard Walton Group - Award Winning MultiGenre Instrumental

7/29

Swingin’ Swamies – Jazz, Latin, R&B, Soul

8/5

Janice B. - R&B

8/12

Patsy’s Honky Tonk Torch & Twang - Classic Country
& Honky Tonk Music

8/19

Iris Hirsch & Rearview Mirror – Oldies, Variety, Dance
Band
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Plenty
of Tail
Wagging
and Furry
Fun at
Pet-APalooza!
The River Hill Teen
Advisory Committee
presented the firstever Pet-A-Palooza,
which was attended
by many young people
in the community.
Fidos for Freedom
brought service dogs
to demonstrate ways in
which they help citizens
with special needs.
Special thanks to the
sponsors of the event:
Kendall Hardware,
Bark!, UA Snowden
Square Movie Theater,
and the Tennis Center
at Owen Brown.
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Soggy Columbia Clean
Up Day followed by
Sunny Pull & Plant Day
The River Hill Watershed Committee and other
volunteers worked tirelessy during the weekend of
April 23-24 to improve the environment in the Village.
Saturday the 23rd was the annual Columbia Clean-Up
Day, and it was a soggy one! Folks picked up trash and
other discarded items along pathways and in the open
space. About ten trash bags were filled to the brim with
litter and other debris. The sun came out the following
day for the Pull and Plant activity. Volunteers removed
invasives such as autumn olive and multiflora rose and
replaced them with native plants such as witchhazel
and viburnum. For full details, check out the Tip of the
Month article on page 12-13 of this issue. Thanks to all
of these hardy volunteers for their wonderful work!
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School News
Last Day of School
The Maryland State Department of Education has approved
HCPSS’ request to waive one inclement weather day for the current academic year. The last day of school for students and teachers will be Friday, June 17, 2016. High schools will close 3 hours
early on June 15. All schools will close 3 hours early on June 1617. There will be no half-day pre-K or RECC June 15-17.

Council of Elders Present
Sankofa Award to River Hill
Student
Matthew Campbell was the recipient of the prestigious Sankofa Award presented by the Howard County Council of Elders. In
recognition of the ancient African tradition of the dual roles of
the human spirit, the Council of Elders established the Sankofa
Award to recognize graduating seniors who each exemplify outstanding qualities of excellence. This award is based on the meaning of the Adinkra symbol, Sankofa, which means, “The wisdom
in learning from the past in building the future.” Each year this
award is presented to the student who has demonstrated high
academic performance, leadership, service, and citizenship in

the community, worthy of emulation by present and future generations of students. Matthew has been admitted to attend The
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) this upcoming fall
in their Aerospace Engineering Program.

7th Annual AHS Golf
Tournament: Best Ball Scramble
The Atholton High School Boosters Club announces the annual Best Ball Scramble Golf Tournament at Fairway Hills Golf
Club, 5100 Columbia Rd., Columbia on Friday, June 17. All the
fun includes 18 holes, best ball, scramble format with a shotgun
start at 1 p.m., greens fees and cart rental, 19th hole happy hour,
delicious food, soft drinks and water, two adult beverage coupons
per golfer, and lots of prizes and giveaways. Support the amazing
Atholton athletes! Cost per golfer is $110. Registration begins at
11:30 a.m. Visit www.atholtonboosters.org to sign up.

Middle School Takeover at
Supreme Sports Club
Calling all middle school students, rising included, to come
join the fun at the Supreme Sports Club for rock climbing, idance,
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School News
basketball, roller skating, swimming, food and more. It’s the coolest place to be on the last day of school, Friday, June 17 from 7-11
p.m. All middle school students are welcome. $5 to register. Call
the Columbia Youth and Teen Center at 410-992-3726 for more
information.

CA Selects Service-minded
Seniors for Scholarships
For more than 25 years, Columbia Association (CA) has recognized high school seniors for outstanding service to their
community. This year, the Maggie J. Brown Spirit of Columbia
Scholarship Award, a $2,500 scholarship, was awarded to five
graduating high school seniors who have shown extraordinary
dedication to performing community service. Three of the winners
attend Atholton High School. They are:
Natalia Graf, from Atholton High School, is actively involved in
Atholton’s Future Educators Association. Through this organization and the Community Action Council of Howard County’s Food
for the Hungry, Graf helped assemble and distribute approximately 560 meals to the community for Thanksgiving. She first became

Spring Classes in River Hill:
Chinese Wushu (Meeting Room)
Sat
ongoing
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Call 240-247-7048 or email uscwi@uschinesewushu.com.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
Th
ongoing
10-10:45 a.m.
Ages 0-5
Now registering for fall classes. For information call 301-7580304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th
ongoing
7:30-8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Triathlean (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th
ongoing
7:15-8:15 p.m.
For information call 301-213-9670 or email dserpico34@outlook.com.

Zumba (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th
thru June
9:30-10:30 a.m. and 6-7 p.m.
Visit www.maria72.zumba.com or email msmarialk@gmail.
com to register.
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interested in volunteering after two summers spent helping at the
Howard County Arts Council’s Visual and Performing Arts Summer Camp. Graf will attend Salisbury University in the fall.
Kelsey Guerinot, from Atholton High School, has been a
very active member of Atholton’s Future Educators Association
throughout high school. Guerino has been co-president of the
club for the past two years and dedicated more than 2,000 hours
to volunteering for many different outreach activities. In addition,
she held an officer position through Best Buddies and volunteered
her time helping special-needs children. Guerinot will attend Towson University in the fall.
Kelly Mackin, from Atholton High School, has been very active
in Atholton’s Future Educators Association during high school,
serving as co-president this year and vice president in prior years.
Mackin designed a volunteer program and met with the principal at Clemens Crossing Elementary School to present her idea,
which was well-received and led to 20 members of Atholton’s Future Educators Association volunteering at the elementary school
each week. Through the club’s partnership with Head Start, she
was able to apply for and was awarded a school-sponsored grant
to fund the buses for the children of this program. Mackin will attend Messiah College in the fall.
This year’s scholarship winners have been invited to be recognized at the June 9 meeting of Columbia Association’s Board

School News
of Directors. The meeting will be at 7:30 p.m. at CA Headquarters, 6310 Hillside Court, located off Stevens Forest Road near the
county vehicle emissions inspection station.

Annual HoCo STEM Festival
Kindergarten through 12th grade students are invited to
come out on Sunday, June 5 for the 4th Annual Howard County
STEM Festival at Howard Community College, Galeria Building
from 1-5 p.m. Demonstrations and hands on activities abound
at this exciting event. Free bags for the first 600 students! Learn
about STEM careers from professionals in various fields such
as cybersecurity, architecture, software, engineering and more.
Make origami, play with Rubik’s cubes, build and take home electrical circuits, see robots built by students, watch chemistry demonstrations, and learn about spiders and their relatives. There is
something for everyone at this entertaining and educational festival. For more information, visit http://stemulatingminds.wordpress.com/home/hoco-stem-festival/.

RHHS Fall Theater Auditions
The RHHS Theatre Arts Department announces auditions for
Fall 2016 production of The Complete Works of William Shakespeare (abridged) by The Reduced Shakespeare Company. Those
who audition must prepare a Shakespearean monologue or Sonnet. Auditions are open to all River Hill students and will take
place on June 6 in the auditorium beginning at 2:30. This includes current 8th graders who will be River Hill freshmen in the
fall. Callbacks will be on June 7.
Sign up for auditions on the wall outside of the Theatre Arts
room, 205. Current 8th graders planning to audition should email
Mrs. Land so that she can send complete information. For current
RHHS students, detailed information is posted on the wall outside
of the RHHS Theatre Arts room. Email Mrs. Land at pland@hcpss.
org to receive a detailed audition information packet.
All students who audition must submit a completed “Rehearsal Commitment Form” at the initial audition. Those without a
completed form and a parent signature will not be permitted to
audition.

Fall Sports Information
River Hill High School will be hosting its Fall Sports Form
Turn-In Night on Monday, August 8 at 7 p.m. in the Cafeteria.
Prospective student athletes can ensure that their participation
forms are completed correctly and will have an opportunity to
chat with individual coaches about tryouts and the season. Tryouts will begin on August 10. Times for each sport will be released
at a later date.
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Architectural News
ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE
APPLICATION REVIEW
The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) has been
temporarily disbanded. The Association is seeking volunteers
to form a new committee. Residents interested in contributing
as a member of this committee should contact the Covenant
Advisor at 410-531-1749 or covenants@villageofriverhill.org.
In the interim, applications will continue to be logged in,
checked for completeness by the Covenant Advisor and then
taken to the Architectural Sign-Off Representative on a weekly
basis. Site visits, where needed, will be performed by the
Covenant Advisor.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms can be
obtained at Claret Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org.
Residents must not begin their project until they receive notice
of the final AC decision.

INTERIM APPLICATION SUBMISSION
SCHEDULE: Fridays by 12 Noon

AC Decisions
Approved
6533 Autumn Wind Circle
12037 Distant Thunder Trail
6517 Evensong Mews
6506 Barley Corn Row
6460 South Wind Circle

Deck
Walkway
Fence
Walkway, Patio
Patio

Approved with Condition
6101 Swift Current Way
		
7099 Garden Walk
12133 Shining Stars Lane
6105 Trackless Sea

Material Change: Deck,
Gutters, Downspouts, Door
Fence
Portico
Shed

Fast Track Approved
6304 Enchanted Key Gate

Generator

Lawn Mowers
River Hill Community Association keeps a list of
people in the neighborhood who will mow lawns.
If you would like to be added to the list, call 410531-1749 or email riverhill@villageofriverhill.org.
NAME ADDRESS		

PHONE NO.

Ben Borucki

South Wind Circle

443-542-3360

Josh Clemons

Garden Walk

410-531-7595

Alex Potocko

Wild Orange Gate

410-782-1138
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Pending
6414 Onward Trail
		
12168 Linden Linthicum Lane
12188 Linden Linthicum Lane
5820 White Pebble Path
6106 White Marble
6151 Daylong Lane

Retaining Wall, Walkway,
Patio, Landscaping
Tree Additions
Tree Removals
Deck, Steps, Patio
Patio
Signage

Why Do We Have Architectural
Guidelines?
A single set of Guidelines does not apply to all of Columbia.
The River Hill Architectural Guidelines were developed from other
Columbia Village Guidelines and have been adapted to the unique
situations found in River Hill. Every effort is made in our Guidelines and through the review process to promote privacy and individual tastes while at the same time both protecting the owner’s
property rights and avoiding encroachment on or interference
with the rights of neighbors to privacy and comfort. For example,
in some areas of River Hill the lots are small, the houses are relatively large, and thus, the open space is constricted. In applying
the Guidelines to such areas, consideration is given to the impact
of the proposed modification on open space and adjoining properties.

Architectural News
The Guidelines have occasionally been modified. Guideline
evolution and modification is a very public process and approval
of all changes rests with the elected members of the River Hill Village Board and the Architectural Committee.
It is the sincere hope of the River Hill Village Board, the River
Hill Architectural Committee (RHAC) and the Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) that you find the Guidelines reasonable,
appropriate, and easy to apply to your property. Residents should
consider serving on the Board or the RAC or at least attending a
meeting, once a new committee has formed, to see what we are all
about. You may even meet some neighbors, people who have chosen Columbia as home for the same reasons you have!

What Requires an Exterior
Alteration Application?
The Association has established 60 architectural guidelines
that cover exterior alterations and property maintenance for residential properties in the village. These guidelines address the most
common exterior improvements. It is impossible to write guidelines to cover all possible exterior changes. However, if you find
no guideline for your planned change and it will affect the exterior
of your home or yard, you must refer to Guideline 61 and submit
a completed exterior alteration application. Not knowing that approval by the Architectural Committee is needed is not an excuse
for neglecting to fill out an Exterior Alteration Application and
submitting it for review. Any homeowner who makes an exterior
alteration without approval is in violation of the Covenants.
Typically, the most forgotten alterations are exterior lighting changes and additions; outdoor electronics such as speakers, stereos, and TV’s; vegetable gardens that are not behind the
side sight lines of the house; any garden that exceeds 225 square
feet regardless of placement; permanent deer netting; the use of
stones and or rocks; generators; and dog houses.
During the review process, the Resident Architectural Review Committee and the Architectural Committee take into consideration factors such as varying lot size, the configuration of
the home on the lot, and topography. The Committees recognize
the unique character of every property and work hard to balance

Your Real Estate Expert in River Hill Area with the Highest Sold Rate
NEW LISTIN

G

5007 Crape Myrtle Ct. in Walnut Creek
Extraordinary luxurious home $1.25 M

www.5007CrapeMyrtleCt.com

NEW LISTIN

G

NEW LISTIN

G

RIVER HILL
6512 Hazel Thicket Ct.
$635,000

RIVER HILL
6013 Helmsman Way
$535,000

Under contract in
5 days!

Under contract in
4 days!

SOLD!

RIVER HILL
6538 South Wind Circle
$609,900

Shun Lu, Ph.D, Re/Max 100
410-440-7738 (C)
Top 1% of Realtors Nationwide
A Resident of Clarksville

410-730-6100 (O)

Email: ShunLu@ReMax.net
Web: ShunLuTeam.com
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Architectural News
the needs of the property owner with the intent of the Guidelines
and the impact on neighboring properties, open space, and the
streetscape.
The overall purpose of the Architectural Guidelines is to serve
as a guide to homeowners in maintaining and enhancing their
property while maintaining the aesthetics of the Village of River
Hill. Following the architectural review process and adhering to
the guidelines allows each owner to enjoy the tranquility of their
home and remain in compliance with the Covenants.
The Village of River Hill Architectural Guidelines were updated
a few years ago. The Guidelines can be viewed individually online
at www.villageofriverhill.org Quick Links: Architectural Guide-

lines or a full set of Guidelines may be purchased at Claret Hall
for $7.

Proper Disposal of Old
American Flags
For anyone with an old, tattered, and worn U.S. flag, there is
now a collection box available at Alpha Ridge Landfill. Representatives from the American Legion Adams, Hanna, Moore Memorial
Post 156 will retrieve the flags and make sure they are handled
as required by the U.S. Flag Code. Retirement ceremonies will be
conducted in coordination with local scout troops.
Here are the guidelines for proper flag disposal:
1. The flag should be folded in its customary manner.
2. It is important that the fire be fairly large and of sufficient
intensity to ensure complete burning of the flag.
3. Place the flag on the fire.
4. The individual(s) can come to attention, salute the flag, recite the Pledge of Allegiance and have a brief period of silent reflection.
5. After the flag is completely consumed, the fire should then
be safely extinguished and the ashes buried.
6. Please make sure you are conforming to local/state fire
codes or ordinances.
Note: Please contact your local VFW Post if you’d like assistance or more information on proper flag disposal.
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AROUND TOWN
Boot Camp in the Park

Backyard Composting Workshop

Sat., June 4, 7:55-9:25 a.m. at Centennial Park, Woodland Rd.
entrance. All ages and fitness level boot camp in the park. No need
to sign up, just show up at 7:55 to check in. Great opportunity to
get up and get active. Repeats weekly. Free. Email Brian Jolles at
brian@wepromotehealth.org for details.

Sat., June 11, 10 a.m.-noon at Robinson Nature Center, 6692
Cedar Lane, Columbia. Get how-to advice and a free composting
bin. Learn how to feed your garden organically, recycle kitchen
scraps and yard trimmings, and improve your soil’s health. *Remember that approval is needed for compost bins in River Hill.
Visit https://extension.umd.edu/mg/locations/howard-countymaster-gardeners to learn more.

Family Wellness Day
Sun., June 5, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at Centennial Park. Fun event for
the whole family includes wellness and health screenings, integrative health and wellness information, worksite wellness, active kids’ zone, community area, healthy food tastings, and much
more. Free. Contact info@wepromotehealth.org for more information.

There’s an App for That
Thurs., June 9, 6:30-8:15 p.m. at East Columbia 50+ Center,
6600 Cradlerock Way, Columbia. Summer is around the corner
and children will have a lot more free time on their hands. Hear
about today’s newest apps and the way in which it’s changing the
social media world for teens. Learn how to develop a toolkit for
responsible sharing of information before summer starts. Free.
Space is limited. Pre-registration required online at www.howardcountymd.gov/familyinstitute or call 410-313-1440.
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Father’s Day Weekend at
Clark’s Elioak Farm
Sat. and Sun., June 18 and 19, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at Clark’s Elioak
Farm, 10500 Clarksville Pike, Ellicott City. Free hayrides for all
fathers and grandfathers accompanied by a child. Details can be
found at www.clarklandfarm.com.

Basketgrass Blitz
Tues., June 28, 9-11:30 a.m. at Middle Patuxent Environmental
Area, Trotter Road entrance. Wavyleaf basketgrass is the newest
invasive plant nemesis, and it is spreading quickly. Help remove
this pernicious plant. No experience necessary. One-time volunteers are welcome. Contact Aylene Gard, Master Gardener, at 410992-9889 or Jeff Claffy, Assistant Natural Resources Manager,
MPEA, at 410-313-6209 to find out more.

AROUND TOWN
Mystic India: The World Tour

Art Festival

Sat., June 18, 8-10 p.m. at Jim Rouse Theatre, 5640 Trumpeter
Rd., Columbia. Bollywood dance spectacular based on the concept
of ancient India’s transition into modern India. The show features
renowned musicians, brilliant dancers, breathtaking aerialists
and acrobats, and 750 opulent costumes. The team of diverse, impeccably trained dancers combine authentic Indian and modern
techniques bringing the streets of Mumbai and New York into perfect harmony. Cost $35/$45/$55. For more information or to purchase tickets, visit www.columbiafestival.org.

Sat., June 11, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. at Long Reach Village Center, Columbia. ARTReach Festival. From world music to watercolor,
there’s something for everyone. Live music, art demonstrations,
hands-on activities, face painting, henna, caricatures, puppets,
children’s performances, magic, mimes and more. Free. For more
information or to volunteer, call 410-313-2787 or visit www.artreachhoco.org.

Summer Bible Camp
Mon.-Fri., July 11-15, 9 a.m.- noon at Christ Lutheran Church,
12570 Clarksville Pike, Clarksville. All children age 4 through
6th grade are invited to the “Get Connected” 2016 Summer Bible
Camp. Free. Pre-registration is requested. Call Audrey at 410730-5209 or visit www.christlutheran.net to obtain the registration form.

Appraisal Roadshow
Sat., June 18, 6:30 p.m. at Oliver’s Carriage House, 5410 Leaf
Treader Way, Columbia. Appraisals being conducted by Paradigm
Experts and presented by The Village in Howard. $15 for general
admission, $20 for one appraisal item. Includes wine, beer, and
catered hors d’oeuvres. Register online by June 10 at www.thevillageinhoward.org or call 443-367-9043.

Bike Drop Off
First Saturday of each month, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. at Alpha Ridge Landfill, 2350 Marriottsville Road, Marriottsville. Used bikes being collected for Bikes For The World. Bikes in need of repair are accepted
as they will be repaired and reused. During the April collection, 36
bikes were received. For details, visit www.howardcountymd.gov/
Departments/Public-Works/Bureau-Of-Environmental-Serv
ices/Alpha-Ridge-Landfill.

Clarksville Picnic
Sat., June 25,12-9 p.m. at St. Louis Church, 12500 Clarksville
Pike, Clarksville. The Annual Clarksville Picnic is a day filled with
kids’ games, pony rides, face painting, white elephant garage sale,
delicious fried chicken and pulled pork dinner, sweet treats and
entertainment. Admission and parking are free. Details available
at www.stlouisparish.org.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Condo for Rent in River Hill

Guitar Lessons

2 Bedroom 2 Full Bath Condo. Available July 1. Top floor unit,
washer/dryer, secure lobby, elevator, microwave. $2100/month
plus utilities. Call/text owner: Renda at 410-952-6001 or email:
rcamazingjourney@gmail.com.

River Hill graduate and Berklee College of Music student available
this summer for guitar lessons. Free first lesson. Please contact
James at 443-878-9047 or Jdonkor@berklee.edu.

Math Tutor
Interested in keeping math skills sharp over the summer or preparing for the SAT or ACT? I can tutor all levels up to Calculus II;
$20/hour, will come to your home. Call Nick 443-878-6870.

DVD Now Available: How to Pay for
College Without Breaking the Bank
Learn techniques on obtaining scholarships and grants for public
and private colleges. Negotiate with financial offers, find outside
institutional money, create unique image, select financially correct
school. 1-1 or group sessions available. You may purchase DVD at
chaseshari1@gmail.com.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand running, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771,
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Piano Lessons in River Hill
Local instruction; in-home optional. Free trial/first lesson. Contact Barbara at 410-531-8991 or barbara.davis@hotmail.com.

Nanny/Babysitter
College student able to provide nanny or babysitting services this
summer. Reasonable rates, willing to provide transportation/prepare meals and work evenings. Experienced. References available.
Call Kelsea at 443-878-7658.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting
“Our Passion is Your Pets”
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact:
www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Making a Difference: Looking For a Way
to Make Your Business or Individual
Stand Out?
Video productions created for your website, commercials, PSA’s,
Video Modeling or resumes. Produced by “Making a Difference”
staff of the Comcast television show. 20 years of experience in
television and business consulting. Acreativesolution@icloud.com.
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Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture. Art, Silver,
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+ yr experience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support including Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more.
Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com
or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Babysitters
NAME

ADDRESS		 PHONE NO.

Alyssa Berman

Towering Oak Path

410-531-0874

Alyza Berson

Swift Current Way

443-812-5742

Mycah Berson

Swift Current Way

443-812-5791

Jennifer Bleakney

Waving Tree Court

410-531-5391

Guiliana Del Buono Distant Thunder Trail

410-707-3430 (c)

Kyla Clark

Great Star Drive

301-332-0370

Molly Farrell

Tall Timber Drive

443-995-7330

Murphy Freal *

Fleets of Time Court

410-935-7145

Abii Gannon

White Marble Court

240-383-6527

Natalie Greenlee

Indian Summer Drive

240-620-6053

Catalina Lennon * Autumn Wind Circle
			

443-535-9719 (h)
443-996-0762 (c)

Kelly Long

Tall Timber Drive

410-531-3357

Marissa Mazzella*

White Pebble Path

410-531-7899

Alison Orlosky
(CPR/First Aid)

Autumn Wind Circle

410-531-3934

Hannah Rosen

South Wind Circle

410-531-5275

Karenna Sarney
Quiet Night Ride
(Karenna.sarney@gmail.com)

410-531-2492(h)
410-294-4856 (c)

Allison Siil *

410-531-5624

Western Star Run

Caroline Siil *

Western Star Run

410-531-5624

Liana Toy

Grateful Heart Gate

443-718-8720

Sarah Winchell
River Run
			

410-531-0135 (h)
443-745-7571 (c)

* CPR/First Aid Certified | ** CPR/Red Cross Lifeguard
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