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The 16th Annual River Hill Independence Day Parade is July 4, natch!

Continued on Page 5

Thanks!
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Kimco Realty
Kumon

LeReve Real Estate
Shun Lu Re/Max 100
Maryland Homebrew
Molly Maid
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Northrop Team Real Estate
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
River Hill Garden Center
Eileen Robbins, Realtor
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.
Robin Wilson/Long & Foster

By advertising in The Villager, these companies 
support programs and events here in River Hill. 

Parade Recognizes Influence of John & Abigail Adams

Great Star Drive Closed
to thru traffic for River Hill’s 
16th Annual Independence 

Day Parade, July 4
8:45 a.m. - approx. 11:30 a.m.

The Grand Marshalls for the 2015 River Hill Commu-
nity Association Independence Day parade will be John 
Adams and his wife, Abigail – reenacted by River Hill resi-
dents Michael and Bonnie Cornell. For the past 16 years 
– since the parade’s beginning, the Association has used 
as the inspiration for our parade a quotation from a letter 
that John Adams wrote to his wife Abigail in July of 1776. 
Adams wrote these words following the vote for indepen-
dence by the Continental Congress:

“… I am apt to believe that it will be celebrated by suc-
ceeding generations as the great anniversary festival…. 
It ought to be solemnized with pomp and parade, with 
shows, games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illumi-
nations, from one end of this continent to the other, from 
this time forward forevermore. You will think me trans-
ported with enthusiasm, but I am not. I am well aware of 
the toll and blood and treasure that it will cost us to main-
tain this Declaration and support and defend these States. 
Yet, through all the gloom, I can see the rays of ravishing 
light and glory, I can see that the end is more than worth 
all the means…”

The letters written between John and Abigail Adams 
during the period from 1774 - 1777 captured both the ac-
tivities of the Continental Congress in Philadelphia where 
John Adams served as a representative from Massachu-

setts and the activities of Abigail at home in Braintree, Massa-
chusetts. During John’s absence, Abigail continued to raise the 
family, run the family farm, support the local militia, and observe 
key events in the war for independence. Both were brilliant intel-
lects who recognized the critical time in which they were living, 
and were driven by the sense of duty to their country. 

John Adams has perhaps been a lesser known “Founding Fa-
ther” when compared to Thomas Jefferson, George Washington, 
and Benjamin Franklin; but, John Adams played an equally im-
portant role in the founding of our country. John Adams was a 
brilliant lawyer with unquestioned integrity, and he was a gifted 
speaker who led debates for independence on the floor of the Con-
tinental Congress. Thomas Jefferson remarked that John Adams 
spoke “with a power of thought and expression that moved us 
from our seats.” John Adams was the “voice” of independence; 
Thomas Jefferson was the “pen” of independence. 

Abigail Adams, by all who knew her, was a powerful intel-
lect equal to her husband. In addition to being best friends, John 
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Board Highlights . . .

Board Meeting Schedule

All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River Hill Village 
Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior to 
the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident Speak-
Out during each board meeting. If you have written material you 
would like the Board to review, please drop it by the village office 
by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved minutes are 
available for review at the village office. For additional informa-
tion, please contact the village office.

NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: 
June 1 at 7 p.m. Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to 
view the Board Meeting Agendas & Minutes. 

Village Manager: 
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Covenant Advisor: 
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Facility Coordinator: 
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Communications & Events Coordinator: 
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Administrative Assistant: 
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday 9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.–Noon

Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to: 
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

River Hill Community 
Association, Inc.

Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029

Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259

website: www.villageofriverhill.org

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:  

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz

Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com

May 11, 2015

• Elected Michael Cornell as Board Chair and Esti Schabelman 
as Vice Chair.

• Met with County Council Members Sigaty, Terrasa, Ball, and 
Fox. Discussed the MD 108 Design Guidelines and other is-
sues of importance to the community.

• Members of the community shared their concerns regard-
ing traffic and safety issues along MD 108 including the need 
for a traffic signal at Linden Linthicum Lane, improvements 
at Sheppard Lane, and increasing commercial development. 
Other concerns raised included the maintenance of rental 
properties and improving the quality of our watersheds.

• Minutes Approved:  April 20, 2015.

RIVER HILL BOARD
Dave Clark ............................................................... daveclark@comcast.net
Michael Cornell, Chair ............................................................ 301-742-2761 
John Herron ....................................................................  jhh729@gmail.com
Will McCullough ......................................................................410-292-2985 
Esti Schabelman, Vice Chair  ............................estischabelman@gmail.com
Richard Thomas  .................................................richthomas.rh@verizon.net 
Liyan Zhang  ...........................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Michael Dai (Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Chao Wu, superbwu@gmail.com
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“Like” River Hill 
Community Association 
on Facebook! 

www.facebook.com/
RiverHillCommunity
Association

Upon The Villager’s call to make an impact, I submitted my 
nomination petition and ran a small local campaign for River 
Hill’s Columbia Council Representative position. For the first 
time, I brought my daughter with me to knock on our neighbors’ 
doors one by one. Talking to them and asking for a vote was quite 
a different experience for me. Now I am the community’s new 
council representative, and I feel honored to serve both River Hill 
and all Columbia residents.

Our community is always watching what the Columbia Asso-
ciation (CA) and Howard County Government are doing. When I 
knocked on one neighbor’s door, he thanked me for coming for-
ward to serve our neighborhood and then complained about a 
sidewalk near the Columbia Gym. He said the problem has been 
there for 15 years and has not been fixed. While I had complained 
about this to myself — it is muddy when raining and slippery 
when snowing — I had never thought this was a big problem for 
others. At that moment I realized this condition is actually affect-
ing many people in the community, and as individuals we all have 
a responsibility to take steps to improve situations that are of con-
cern to us. I will make sure that each complaint or concern that I 
receive from our residents will be heard, considered, forwarded to 
the appropriate organization for resolution when necessary, and 
factored into my decision-making.  

In today’s society, it is not difficult to make a living if we work 
hard. However, to make a positive impact is not all that easy.  For 
the majority of people, our family is our highest priority, and that 
is what we focus on.  As residents of River Hill, how can each of 
us make a positive impact on our community?

We just need to get involved. We need to spend extra time and 
energy to dedicate ourselves to the issues that are important to 
us. We need to balance our job, our family, and our community 
involvement. Since volunteering in the community may not lead 
to a direct benefit to one’s family, sometimes we don’t have the 
support for a huge time commitment.  However, there are many 
small ways that individuals can make an impact in our communi-
ty. We occasionally need to get out of our comfort zone, deal with 
people from other backgrounds, and learn new stuff, all of which 
is challenging and even a little scary.

To serve the people, it is very important to listen to others 
and take a balanced approach. A positive impact for one group 
may mean a negative impact for another group. Elected repre-
sentatives need to make choices when we vote. As your Colum-
bia Council Representative, I recognize that at times I will have to 

make difficult choices. 
Our community is more complex than ever. Issues such as “not 

in my backyard”, green energy, social integration, big business 
bullying little people, and corrupt politicians are among those I 
heard about from residents when I talked to our neighbors. These 
various viewpoints will make the decision-making process much 
harder and require patience and collaboration from all involved 
parties. 

We don’t need to be a significant figure to make an impact. Our 
participation and leadership in any activity will make an impact. 
Volunteering to help count the number of pedestrians on a section 
of the CA pathways is one way to make an impact. Serving on the 
Board of Directors of CA is another way to make an impact. We 
just need to get involved in the manner that works best for us as 
individuals and for our families.

I hope to make a positive impact on our Columbia community, 
and I will devote my time to make our quality of life better.

I am looking forward to hearing from you on the matters that 
are of importance to you.

Chao Wu, PhD
River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
Email: superbwu@gmail.com
Tel: 240-481-9637

The views presented herein represent those of the author only 
and do not necessarily represent those of the Board of Directors of 
the River Hill Community Association or the Columbia Association.

Council Corner: Make a Positive Impact
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Adams considered his wife Abigail to be his “ballast” – the stabiliz-
ing force that kept him grounded. Not only did John turn to Abi-
gail for information and counsel, she was the person who made 
it possible for him to do what he did as a “founding father.” While 
he was off in Philadelphia, Abigail kept the farm and his law busi-
ness going, coped with the shortages of goods and food caused 
by war, and cared for the children and the old people -- all the 
while fending off British soldiers. When Abigail wrote describing 
the British preparations for war, John’s advice was, “If it gets re-
ally dangerous, fly to the woods with our children,” as she was 
on her own. Abigail was able to provide a play-by-play account of 
the Battle of Bunker’s Hill, since she, with little John Quincy in 
tow, had watched from a perch on nearby Penn’s Hill. John Quin-
cy Adams later recalled the terrible time of 1775. “For the space 
of twelve months my mother with her infant children dwelt, liable 
every hour of the day and night to be butchered in cold blood, or 
taken and carried to Boston as hostages by the same hands which 
on the 17th of June lighted the fires of Charleston. I saw with my 
own eyes those fires, and I heard Britannia’s thunders in the Bat-
tle of Bunker’s Hill.”

In recent times, the publication of the book, “John Adams” 
by historian David McCullough in 2001, and the subsequent 
HBO mini-series based upon the book, increased the visibility of 
the key role played by John Adams in the founding of the Unit-
ed States. In addition to being the “Colossus of Independence” in 
Philadelphia leading debates within the Continental Congress, 
John Adams’ influence extended much further. 

It was John Adams that nominated George Washington in 
1775 to lead the new provisional Continental Army. 

It was John Adams that led debate in the Continental Con-
gress to establish a continental navy in 1775. 

It was John Adams that wrote the Constitution for the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts in 1780 that served as a model for 
the US Constitution written in 1787-1788. With three branches 
of government to balance power, Adams’ Massachusetts constitu-
tion established an independent judiciary, with judges of the Su-
preme Court appointed, not elected, and for life (“as long as they 
behave themselves well”). This Massachusetts Constitution re-
mains the oldest functioning written constitution in continuous 
effect in the world. 

John and Abigail exchanged over 1100 letters -- beginning 
during their courtship in 1762 and continuing throughout John’s 
political career until 1801. These warm and informative letters 
are now maintained by the Massachusetts Historical Society, but 
are also available online at www.masshist.org.

The River Hill Community Association is honored to represent 
John and Abigail Adams as “Grand Marshalls” of the annual In-
dependence Day parade. We thank Michael, who just completed 
eight years as the River Hill representative to the CA Council and 
a CA Board Member, and Bonnie for their continuing contribu-
tions to our community and willingness to portray Abigail and 
John Adams who contributed so greatly to the founding of our 
Nation.

This article was submitted by Barbara Wertman, River Hill res-
ident and founder and coordinator of the Association’s Indepen-
dence Day Parade.

Columbia Association Hosting 
Annual KidsDay Party

KidsDay, the fun, annual welcome-to-summer event designed 
for kids and hosted by Columbia Association (CA), returns on Sat-
urday, June 6, with a party from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Columbia 
SportsPark.

KidsDay is open to the public; there’s no need to sign up. 
Just show up and enjoy a day of super-fun activities at Colum-
bia SportsPark, 5453 Harpers Farm Road toward the back of the 
Harper’s Choice Village Center. KidsDay is sponsored by Green-
berries.

Mini-golf and all-you-can-hit batting cages will be free for all 
kids ages 13 and younger: those 14 and up can pay $5 for one 
activity or $7 total for both. There will also be numerous fun of-
ferings available and free to all, including arts and crafts, a moon 
bounce, Zumba® for kids, face painting, animal balloons, dance 
music, a photo booth, and a variety of games and structured ac-
tivities. While you and your family are having fun, learn more 
about CA’s great youth programs, classes, camps and special of-
fers.

Concessions will be available for purchase, including food, 
beverages, snacks and ice cream. Door prizes will also be held 
during KidsDay.

For more information, please contact Erin McPhail at 410-
423-1891 or Erin.McPhail@ColumbiaAssociation.com, or visit Co-
lumbiaAssociation.org/KidsDay.

Parade, from Page 1
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Columbia Festival of the Arts 
Announces Festival Lineup

The Columbia Festival of the Arts is pleased to announce its 
2015 Summer Festival, featuring diverse free and ticketed events 
including film, dance, comedy, theatre, art exhibitions, a concert 
performance by GRAMMY®-winning music legends, Blind Boys 
of Alabama, and a free weekend of outdoor entertainment for the 
whole family.

  The Cross Currents 2015 Summer Festival runs June 12 
through 27, beginning with a Free Opening Weekend on the Lake-
front in Columbia Town Center. Over 16 days attendees will see 
the return of familiar favorites and a variety of talent appearing at 
the Festival for the first time. Cross Currents is a blend of contem-
porary artists filled with electrifying performances and fascinat-
ing hybrids like global sensation Pilobolus, fusing modern dance 
theatre and acrobatics, and Hot Club of San Francisco: Cinema 
Vivant, celebrating imagination with vintage silent film and live 
gypsy swing. The 2015 Summer Festival will conclude with The 
Best of The Second City, the legendary sketch and improv group 
of comedy’s best and brightest.

 For a complete 2015 Summer Festival Schedule, please visit 
columbiafestival.org.

Tickets will be available for sale to the public. For additional 
information about tickets, or how to become a Festival supporter, 
visit www.columbiafestival.org or call 410-715-3044.

Founded in 1987, Columbia Festival of the Arts is Howard 
County’s largest ongoing arts event. Columbia Festival of the Arts 
presents four weekend-long arts festivals throughout the year, 

comprised of both free and ticketed events, featuring world-class 
performances, exhibitions, concerts, family activities, master 
classes, workshops and community dialogues. The Festival brings 
together the arts community, businesses, local schools, and indi-
viduals to create events that shine a spotlight, not only on the arts, 
but also on the Howard County community as a Maryland show-
place. For information, please visit www.columbiafestival.org.

CA Receives Aa1 Rating 
Moody’s Investors Service has assigned Columbia Association 

(CA) an issuer rating of Aa1, CA’s best-ever rating from the agency.
“We are pleased that Moody’s has affirmed the security of Co-

lumbia Association’s annual charge, the favorable location of 
CA within the economically vibrant Howard County region, and 
CA’s strong financial management,” said Susan M. Krabbe, vice 
president and chief financial officer of Columbia Association. “In 
general, being rated highly by Moody’s would allow Columbia As-
sociation to issue debt at lower interest rates and with more favor-
able terms, which would lower CA’s costs when borrowing.”

Obligations rated “Aa” are judged to be of high quality and are 
subject to very low credit risk, according to Moody’s. An “Aa1” rat-
ing is the best rating for that category, bettered only by “Aaa” rat-
ings.

“This is a rare and desirable position for a non-stock, nonprofit 
corporation such as Columbia Association,” said Milton W. Mat-
thews, president and CEO of Columbia Association. “I thank Co-
lumbia Association’s Board of Directors and Columbia Association 
staff, whose work is reflected in and acknowledged by the Moody’s 
rating.”
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Healthy Food and Drinks for 
Howard County

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
one-third of white children and half of African-American and Lati-
no children born in the US today will likely develop type 2 diabetes 
in their lifetimes. Due to this and growth in other chronic diseas-
es, children born today are the first American generation expected 
to have shorter lives than their parents.

Sugary drinks contribute more calories and added sugars to 
our diets than any other food or beverage category. Daily sugary 
drink consumption is strongly linked to diabetes, tooth decay, 
high blood pressure, high cholesterol levels and weight gain. In 
addition, snacks offered in most vending machines around the 
country almost exclusively stock less healthy items (Center for 
Science in the Public Interest). Even if you want a healthy choice, 
it is hard to find one.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says that mak-
ing healthier food and drink more available and affordable on 
county property should be a priority for local governments. The 

Institute of Medicine agrees and states that doing so can help re-
duce diabetes, obesity, and other chronic diseases. Sixty cities 
and counties have already taken steps like these and many pri-
vate businesses are following suit.

In April, Councilman Calvin Ball introduced a bill (CB17-2015) 
to encourage healthier food and drink options in Howard County 
and offers more flexibility than what had been in place. If enacted, 
this new legislation would: 

Preserve and increase adults’ choice: In most county vend-
ing machines and programs, there will be a mix of both healthier 
(75%) and less healthy (25%) food and drinks offered or sold.

Protect children and give parents healthy options: In parks, li-
braries, and recreation centers (places where many children play 
or learn), all packaged food and drinks sold and served will be 
healthier to match the items children have available at school.

Encourage healthy choices: Healthier food and drink will be 
stocked together at eye level in vending machines so that you can 
tell the difference between them and less healthy items. You will 
also get a $0.25 discount when you buy a healthier drink – mak-
ing water more affordable.

Make reasonable exceptions: the 4th of July and Wine in the 
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Woods will be exempted, although free water will be available 
upon request. Nonprofits, like booster clubs, will also be free to 
sell any food and drink on county property.

The Howard County Council is expected to vote on this legisla-
tion on June 1. For additional information about the impact that 
high calorie beverages and snacks have on American’s health and 
the relationship to obesity, contact the Horizon Foundation at 
410-715-0311 or www.thehorizonfoundation.org.

Travel Right: 5 Tips for 
Avoiding Vacation Pitfalls

Summer is right around the corner, and it’s time for vacation! 
Follow these tips from the Howard County Office of Consumer Af-
fairs while planning your trip, and protect yourself from the most 
common vacation pitfalls. You’ll be glad you did.

Get it in writing and read it carefully – Before you pay any 
money, find out about all terms and conditions relating to airfare, 
hotels or tours, making sure you fully understand all conditions, 
fees, restrictions and the cancellation policy.

Pay by credit card – Unlike paying with check or cash, you 
usually have the right to  have credit card charges reversed if 
you do not receive what you paid for. Check with your credit card 
company for details about its charge-back process.

Confirm travel plans directly – If you use a travel agent or tour 
company, it is good practice to confirm all of your travel arrange-
ments directly with the companies providing the transportation, 
hotel or car rental. Confirming hotel reservations also gives you 
the opportunity to verify the details of your accommodations, 

which may differ from how they are advertised.
Know before you go – Check with us to see if there are com-

plaints against the companies you will be using before booking. 
Search on-line for reviews and recommendations. Keep in mind 
that unhappy customers are more likely to post reviews than 
happy ones, so use more than one source when making your de-
cisions.

Beware of solicitations offering “Free” trips or gifts – Solicita-
tions that require you to attend a sales presentation in order to re-
ceive a gift or prize are illegal in Maryland. The sales agents often 
use high pressure tactics and may misrepresent the quality or fea-
tures of a travel product. In addition, “free” trips are seldom ever 
free. You will usually have to pay their higher costs for some ser-
vices and /or pay “reservation” or “handling” fees. Most also use a 
cumbersome reservation process that makes it next to impossible 
to book the trip.

For more information on this and other consumer topics, con-
tact the Howard County Office of Consumer Affairs at www.how-
ardcountymd.gov/consumer or call 410-313-6420.

Courtyard Concert Series
 Once again, the River Hill Village Center merchants are spon-
soring the Courtyard Concert Series as a way for families to come 
out and enjoy an evening of free entertainment. Stop by the Village 
Center every Friday from 6-8 p.m. and enjoy a different entertainer 
each week. Here is the schedule:
6/12 Swingin’ Swamies – Jazz, Latin, R&B, Soul
6/19 Dave Chappel Band – Blues Rock 
6/26 The Sidleys – R&B, Rock
7/3  Gary and the Groove – Goodtime Rock ‘n Roll
7/10 Ellis Woodward - Kids Show
7/17 Janice B. - R&B 
7/24 Patsy’s Honky Tonk Torch & Twang - 
  Classic Country & Honky Tonk Music
7/31 BG & The Mojo Hands – Blues, Swing
8/7  Pan Fried Steel- Steel Drums
8/14 The Richard Walton Group - Contemporary Jazz

Lakefront Wednesday 
Lunchtime Concerts 
 Enjoy live concerts by the lake every week! Come to Lakefront 
Wednesdays Lunchtime Concert Series every Wednesday, June 17 
through August 12 from Noon-2 p.m. at Lake Kittamaqundi. Free 
admission. Visit the welcome tent to receive a free cold beverage 
and sign up for raffles. Here is the schedule:
June 17  Ted Garber (Rock/Blues/Americana)
June 24  Angela Sheik (Electro-Acoustic)
July 1  Automatic Slim (Blues)
July 8  Unity Reggae Band (Reggae)
July 15  Damon Foreman (Rock/Funk)
July 22  Jordan Mills (Various Genres)
July 29  Janice B. (R&B/Soul)
August 5  Cara Kelley & The Tell Tale (Various Genres)
August 12  Steve Tove (Tropical Rock)
    For more information visit www.ColumbiaAssociation.org/LFW. 
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Columbia Association Board of 
Directors News

Columbia Association’s (CA) Board of Directors voted on May 
14 to name its chair and vice chair for the 2016 fiscal year, which 
began May 1 and continues until April 30, 2016. Jeanne Ketley of 
Town Center will be chairwoman through Nov. 14, 2015, with An-
drew Stack of Owen Brown serving as the vice chairman. Stack 
will then be chairman and Ketley the vice chairwoman from Nov. 
15, 2015 until their successors are chosen at a May 2016 CA 
Board meeting.

CA’s Board of Directors is: Reginald Avery (Oakland Mills), 
Dick Boulton (Dorsey’s Search), Brian Dunn (Kings Contriv-
ance), Janet Evans (Long Reach), Jeanne Ketley (Town Center), 
Alan Klein (Harper’s Choice), Milton W. Matthews (CA President/
CEO, a non-voting member), Nancy McCord (Wilde Lake), Gregg 
Schwind (Hickory Ridge), Andrew Stack (Owen Brown) and Chao 
Wu (River Hill).

Assignments for nearly all of the board committees also were 
made at the May 14 meeting:

Audit Committee: CA Board members Reginald Avery, Gregg 
Schwind, Chao Wu; community members James Young and Ed-
ward Berman; chief staff liaison Jackie Tuma. The Audit Commit-
tee assists the board in fulfilling its oversight responsibilities for 
the financial reporting process, the system of internal control, and 
the audit process.

External Relations Committee: CA Board members Dick Boul-
ton, Brian Dunn and Alan Klein; chief staff liaison Norma Heim. 
The External Relations Committee (ERC) is responsible for main-
taining effective relationships with residents of Columbia and 
other community stakeholders, for making sure that volunteer in-
volvement in CA’s programs is highly productive and satisfying, 
and for addressing each of the board’s key strategic issues as they 
relate to the responsibilities of the ERC.

Planning and Strategy Committee: CA Board members Nancy 
McCord, Andrew Stack, Chao Wu; chief staff liaison Jane Demb-
ner. The Planning and Strategy Committee (PSC) is accountable 
for designing and leading the board’s participation in CA’s strate-
gic and operational planning, including budget preparation.

Risk Management Committee: Chairwoman Susan Krabbe, 
CA vice president and chief financial officer; CA President/CEO 
Milton W. Matthews; CA Board members Reginald Avery, Janet 
Evans and Gregg Schwind; and community member Richard 
Shaw. The Risk Management Committee oversees CA’s general li-
ability self-insurance program.

Strategic Implementation Committee: CA Board members 
Reginald Avery, Janet Evans, Gregg Schwind; chief staff liaison 
Susan Krabbe. The Strategic Implementation Committee (SIC) is 
accountable for overseeing CA’s operational performance and the 
updating of operational policies and systems.

The Board Operations Committee (BOC) has not yet been an-
nounced. Its membership includes the chairs of the ERC, PSC 
and SIC committees — who will be confirmed at the next meeting 
of CA’s Board of Directors — as well as the chair of CA’s Board of 
Directors; CA President/CEO Milton W. Matthews and the gover-
nance chief of staff, Jane Dembner. The BOC works to ensure the 
effective functioning of CA’s Board of Directors and oversees the 
board’s relationship with CA’s president/CEO. Its chief staff liai-
son is Janet Loughran.

Also, Dick Boulton and Gregg Schwind were elected to serve as 
CA’s representatives on the Inner Arbor Trust Board of Directors. 

CA President/CEO Milton W. Matthews also is a member of the 
Inner Arbor Trust Board.

The next meeting of CA’s Board of Directors is scheduled for 
Thursday, May 28, at 7:30 p.m. at CA Headquarters, 10221 Win-
copin Circle in Downtown Columbia.

Trotter Road Closure Update
The County’s Department of Public Works has announced that 

the road closure and detour planned for Trotter Road will begin 
June 22. The closure is expected to last until the end of July 
2015. The purpose of the road closure is to construct Capital Proj-
ect D-1163, Trotter Road Stream Bank Stabilization. 

The contractor for the project will set up variable message 
signs two weeks prior to beginning work in the area of the closure 
to inform local traffic of the change.  

If you have any questions about this project or the closure, 
please call the Project Manager, Marshall Davidson at 410-313-
5806.

Like River Hill  
Community Association

on Facebook! www.facebook.com/
RiverHillCommunityAssociation
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Community Input Needed on Draft Design Guidelines  
for MD 108 in Clarksville

Howard County’s Department of Planning and Zoning’s draft 
Clarksville Pike Streetscape Plan and Design Guidelines document 
is available online through June 14. On May 14 at Claret Hall, Bill 
Mackey, Division Chief, Comprehensive and Community Plan-
ning, and the County’s consultants 
gave an overview of the project and 
introduced the concepts being recom-
mended. The document outlines a vi-
sion for the stretch of MD 108 between 
Guilford Road and Trotter Road that 
has a “main street” feel that is dynam-
ic and sustainable.  Comments and 
questions about the documents or the 
process can be directed to Bill Mackey 
at 410-313-4321 or wmackey@how-
ardcountymd.gov. The Association’s 
newly established Development Com-
mittee is reviewing the draft document 
and the Board of Directors will dis-
cuss the plan and guidelines at their 
June 1. Prior to finalizing input, the 
Association would like to receive feed-
back from River Hill residents.

The ultimate goal of the streetscape 
plan and design project is the creation 
of an area along MD 108 in Clarks-
ville that encourages community con-
nections, incorporates pedestrian 
and bike accessibility, and integrates 
shops, offices, restaurants, entertain-
ment, services, civic, and cultural 
uses. The Association’s River Hill Vil-
lage Center Community Plan (2013) 
provided a solid foundation for the 
project, and the Board of Directors 
had been advocating for this study 
for many years. Feedback obtained at 
the Department of Zoning’s two pub-
lic input sessions, meetings with in-
dividual stakeholders from the area, 
and technical analysis performed by 
the County’s consultants further in-
formed the plan and design concepts. 

To achieve this “main street” vi-
sion, the following guiding principles 
were established for the project:
• Multi-modal: Support all modes 

of transportation; prioritize walk-
ing and bicycling.

• Green: Maximize tree planting 
and landscape along the corridor; 
incorporate sustainable elements.

• Community-Focused: Prioritize 
community uses; provide spac-
es for gathering, recreation, and 
commercial uses, highlighting the 
existing prominent institutions 
and landmarks.

• Safe and Enjoyable: Emphasize enjoyment and safety; provide 
adequate lighting, visibility, and buffer pedestrians and cy-
clists from vehicles.

• Well-Maintained: Maintain existing and new street ameni-
ties; ensure proper upkeep with a 
maintenance plan.
• Memorable: Reflect and rein-
force Clarksville-River Hill’s iden-
tifiable sense of place.

The plan breaks the focus area 
into four sections: Guilford Road 
to just north of the MD 32 over-
pass, from the area north of MD 
32 to Linden Linthicum Lane, 
from Linden Linthicum Lane to 
Broad Meadow Lane, and from 
Broad Meadow Lane to Trotter 
Road.  In addition to identifying 
streetscape guidelines, architec-
tural design criteria are provided 
to guide the frontage and relation-
ship of buildings, the selection of 
amenities, and choices of building 
materials and styles that respect 
the surrounding context while al-
lowing flexibility.

Once the public comments are 
integrated, the next step will be to 
make the legislative changes re-
quired at the County level to im-
plement the plans.  The document 
can then be used to influence new 
development and re-development. 
One challenge to creating the de-
sired environment along this cor-
ridor is balancing current and 
future traffic demands with the 
community’s wants and needs. As 
a state road, ultimately the State 
Highway Administration must 
agree to the changes to the road 
rights-of-way that are necessary 
to achieve the plan’s goals. The 
County has held conversations 
with the State Highway Adminis-
tration and is optimistic that the 
agency will approve the waivers 
needed to begin implementation.  
Naturally, funding will be essen-
tial and community advocacy will 
be needed moving forward.  

So, take a look and let DPZ and 
the Association know what you 
think! Have an impact on the fu-
ture of our community.
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Bagel Bin & Deli 
410-531-0335

Columbia Bank 
410-531-7000

Everett Jewelers 
410-531-7990

Giant Food 
410-531-7831

Hair Cuttery 
410-531-8052

Ledo Pizza 
443-535-0599

M&T Bank 
410-531-7083

Massage Envy 
410-531-0711

McDonald’s 
410-531-7950

Nouvel Nail Spa 
443-535-8866 

River Hill Cleaners 
410-531-7742

River Hill Optical 
410-531-7920

River Hill Sports 
Grille 
410-531-7900

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com

Subway 
410-531-7982

Sunoco 
410-531-7510

Tower Federal Credit Union 
301-497-7000

The UPS Store 
410-531-9861

Vintage Cellars 
410-531-7860

Watershed Tip of the Month

A Hands-On Approach to Hands-
Off Yard Work

It’s 11 a.m. Do you know where your lawn-care contractor is? 
If you’ve handed off mowing, weeding, fertilizing and mulching to 

the professionals, chances are you don’t give your yard much thought. 
Other than to admire it. After all, you’re paying someone to do the hard 
work for you. Not all lawn-care professionals, however, are as concerned 
as you are about the health of our watershed—and the health of those 
who play and roll on our yards. If you’re paying lawn professionals, take 
a hands-on approach to the contract details. Make sure they are follow-
ing some simple rules that will protect our waterways and health: 

Cut the grass long. Typically, that means grass should be cut no 
shorter than 3 inches. Wait until the grass is 4.5 inches deep, then trim 
about one-third of the blade length, to 3 inches. Grass that’s too short is 
an invitation to weeds such as chickweed, crabgrass and annual blue-
grass.

Direct the contractor to leave lawn clippings in place instead of bag-
ging them. Decomposing clippings provide nutrients and help develop 
healthier soils. 

Mow more frequently when the lawn is growing and less so during 
the hot, dry days of August and September. Mowing a dormant lawn 
weakens the grass. A lawn-care contract that includes payment for each 
mow might encourage too-frequent mowing. In addition, adding water to 
a dormant lawn just encourages weeds.

Tell contractors that properly placed mulch looks like a flattened 
doughnut around a tree. Mulch that’s 2 to 3 inches deep and applied in 
a 2- or 3-foot-wide radius around the base of a young tree will protect 
the bark and tree roots. Mulch “volcanoes,” however, kill trees.

facilities@villageofriverhill.org
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For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

The River Hill Village Center 
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)

Offering the Best Treatments, including

Best Treatments Available
Reasonable Fees
Afternoon & Evening Appointments
Consultations are Free
Excellent Results
Super Smiles

Free Initial Consultation
410-381-1077

Don’t apply fertilizer unless your lawn needs it. You—or your 
lawn-care contractor—should test the soil about every three years. 
More fertilizer is not better, and the excess runs off into our wa-
terways, causing algal blooms and killing fish and other aquatic 
life. The University Of Maryland Extension has a great video about 
soil testing here: http://extension.umd.edu/hgic/soils/soil-test-
ing. Columbia Association offers free soil testing. Get an envelope 
at Claret Hall. 

Consider reducing the amount of lawn by planting trees or in-
stalling a rain garden or planting beds. Use easy-care native trees 
and plants. 

Do some research before your lawn-care contractor reaches 
for herbicides and pesticides. These toxic chemicals also run off 
into our waterways, and some are linked to cancer, endocrine sys-
tem disruption and antibiotic resistance. Information on these 
chemicals can be found here: http://npic.orst.edu/ingred/aifact.
html, www.panna.org/researchers-link-glyphosate-and-other-
herbicides-antibiotic-resistance, www.panna.org/global-health-
experts-say-glyphosate-probably-carcinogenic-humans

Keep in mind that the lawn-care contractor’s top goal is to stay 
in business by keeping the customer happy. Your top goal is a 
safe and healthy yard. Make your priorities known. The Univer-
sity of Maryland Extension is a valuable resource for lawn care, 
native plants and vegetable growing: http://extension.umd.edu/
hgic  And the River Hill Watershed Committee has lots of informa-
tion at our website: http://villageofriverhill.org/watershed/ and 
on Facebook.

Watershed moments
Look for the River Hill Watershed Committee in the July 4 pa-

rade.
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RideAbout 2015 Rocks and Rolls
The River Hill RideAbout co-
sponsored by RHCA and 
Columbia Archives was a 
huge hit! Nearly 100 people 
participated in the first-ever 
bicycle event through the 
beautiful open space of River Hill. 
Special thanks to the River Hill 
Watershed Committee for their 
work to provide environmental 
information and activities during 
the event. A fun time was had by 
all that attended.
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Spring Classes in River Hill:
Flow Yoga: All Levels (Claret Hall)                   

W  ongoing     9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Email KerriCooke26@gmail.com to register.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)

Th  ongoing 10 – 10:45 a.m.  Ages 0 – 5
Now registering for late fall and winter classes. For infor-

mation call 301-758-0304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.
com.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th  ongoing 7:30 – 8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Zumba® (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. and 6 – 7 p.m.
Visit www.maria72.zumba.com or email welcome@msmaria.

dk to register.

Share your news with the community by sending it to  
THE VILLAGER via email: newsletter@villageofriverhill.org.

Got News?

School News
3rd Annual HoCo STEM 
Festival

Sun., June 7 - 1-5 p.m. - Howard Community College Science 
and Technology Building, 10901 Little Patuxent Parkway, Colum-
bia 21044. K-12 students and their parents are invited to par-
ticipate in the 3rd annual Howard County STEM Festival which 
features numerous hands-on electronics activities for all ages. 
Over 60 presenters will participate. For more information visit 
https://stemulatingminds.wordpress.com.

RH Boosters 20th Annual 
Summer Sports Camps 

RH Boosters 2015 Summer Camps Registration is here! Sum-
mer must be on its way! Boosters Camp Philosophy: The River Hill 
Boosters summer sports camps are designed to help young ath-
letes improve their fundamental athletic skills. Tuition for each 
camp is $160 and includes a t-shirt, individual and group instruc-
tion, competitive game situations, lectures and demonstrations, 
excellent coaching staff and great facilities. For information con-
tact Brian Van Deusen, Camp Director, 410-313-7120 or email 
bvandeusen@hcpss.org.
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School NewsBabysitter List
NAME ADDRESS    PHONE NO.

Alyssa Berman Towering Oak Path 410-531-0874

Jennifer Bleakney Waving Tree Court 410-531-5391

Grace Briggs Empty Song Road 410-531-0382 (h) 
(CPR/Red Cross Lifeguard) 443-472-0080 (c)

Guiliana Del Buono Distant Thunder Trail 410-707-3430 (c)

Kyla Clark Great Star Drive 301-332-0370

Molly Farrell Tall Timber Drive 443-995-7330

Abii Gannon White Marble Court 240-383-6527

Natalie Greenlee Indian Summer Drive 240-620-6053

Catalina Lennon Autumn Wind Circle 443-535-9719 (h) 
(CPR/First Aid)  443-996-0762 (c)

Alison Orlosky Autumn Wind Circle 410-531-3934 
(CPR/First Aid)

Kalala Pines  410-531-9072 
(CPR/First Aid) 

Karenna Sarney Quiet Night Ride 410-531-2492(h) 
(Karenna.sarney@gmail.com) 410-294-4856 (c)

Caroline Siil Western Star Run 410-531-5624

Liana Toy Grateful Heart Gate 443-718-8720

Sarah Winchell River Run 410-531-0135 (h) 
   443-745-7571 (c)

Your real estate expert in River Hill & Howard County

Last Day of School
The Maryland State Board of Education has approved the 

HCPSS 2014–2015 Calendar Waiver request to waive one instruc-
tional day that was lost due to inclement weather. The last stu-
dent day will now be on Friday, June 19, 2015. All schools will be 
open for a full day on Wednesday, June 17. All schools will close 
two hours early for students on Thursday, June 18, and will close 
three hours early for students on Friday, June 19. High school 
exams will be held on Tuesday, June 16; Wednesday, June 17; 
Thursday, June 18; and Friday, June 19.

Atholton HS Summer  
Sports Camps

Each summer, the Athletic Boosters hold their annual Atholton 
Raider Summer Camps. The summer camps are for boys and girls 
that are incoming 3rd Graders - incoming 9th graders. Each in-
dividual camp will be taught by the school’s highly talented and 
skillful staff. Cost per camp is $135 and will include a t-shirt, in-
dividual skills testing, specialized instruction from qualified staff 
members, guest speakers, and daily awards. Register online at 
www.atholtonboosters.org/athletics/boosters/fundraising/sum-
mer-camps.

Shun Lu, Ph.D, Re/Max 100
410-440-7738 (C) 410-730-6100 (O)

Email: ShunLu@ReMax.net
Web:  ShunLuRealEstate.com
Office:  5575 Sterrett Place
    Columbia, MD 21044

Top 1% Realtors Nationwide 
A resident of Clarksville
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 The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and 
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at 
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m. 
Applications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign-in. 
Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental docu-
mentation, application amendments, or additional information 
that the RAC has requested.

 Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior 
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret 
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agen-
das are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agen-
das are published in The Villager when the publication schedule 
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review 
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ 
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not 
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision. 
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION
Deadline (Friday) Meeting Date

May 8, 2015 June 3, 2015

May 22, 2015 June 17, 2015

June 5, 2015 July 1, 2015

June 19, 2015 July 15, 2015

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline Fridays by 12 Noon

Architectural News

Exterior Alteration Applications 
Upcoming Meeting

June 3, 2105

6304 Silvery Star Path Fence
6308 Silvery Star Path Fence
6416 Enchanted Solitude Place Deck; Screened Porch
12125 Shining Stars Lane Patio, Shed
5829 Wild Orange Gate Driveway Expansion
12208 Summer Sky Path Tree Removals
6056 Ascending Moon Path Deck: Stain
12133 Sunlit Water Way Patio, Walkway
6404 Grateful Heart Gate Front Door
6465 Onward Trail Fence
5944 Gentle Call Deck: Material Change

AC Decisions
May 20, 2015 

Pending
6428 River Run Screened Patio

6516 Radiant Gleam Way Color Change: Door, Shutters,
   Siding, Trim
6504 Early Lily Row Tree Removals
12113 Early Lilacs Path Driveway Expansion
6411 Western Star Run Fence
6105 Trackless Sea Court Landing, Steps, Tree Additions
6313 Last Sunbeam Place Walkway 

May 6, 2015

Pending
7095 Garden Walk Windows Replacement 
12199 Linden Linthicum Lane Vegetable Garden, Patio, 
  Partition   
6464 Sundown Trail Deck
6646 Autumn Wind Circle Driveway, Walkway
5808 Indian Summer Drive Tree Removals
6453 Onward Trail Fence
12101 Trailing Moss Gate Drainage, Retaining Walls
6344 Morning Time Lane Tree Removals
5809 White Pebble Path Tree Removals

Fast Track Applications
Approved
5908 Gentle Call Deck: Material Change
6510 Barley Corn Row Deck: Stain
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Architectural News
7033 Garden Walk Color Change: Siding
5829 Wild Orange Gate Area Under Deck
6509 Folded Leaf Square Color Change: Deck, 
  Play Equipment
6415 Western Star Run Tree Removal
7145 Morning Time Lane Exterior Lighting, Front Door

Appeal Hearing(s)                           
TBD

6344 Morning Time Lane Tree Removals
7095 Garden Walk Window Additions

What Happens After I Submit 
My Application?

Application Review
 A thorough review of your application, for detail and comple-
tion, will be performed by the Covenant Advisor. Only completed 
applications will be placed on the RAC meeting agenda. 

Completed applications consist of the following:
• Surveyor’s plat plan with requested alteration(s)

• Description of the alteration
• Scale drawing of proposed alteration/addition, including el-

evation views (where applicable)
• Description of materials to be used including colors, dimen-

sions, type of finish
• Worksheets (where applicable) for: basketball equipment, 

deck, fence, or play equipment including trampolines
• Five (5) copies of all plans larger than 11”x17”.

RAC Site Visits
 One or more RAC members will visit each proposed alteration 
and in-home business site. If the RAC members have questions 
they may leave a door hanger or knock on the door.

RAC Meeting 
• RAC Review Meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at Claret 

Hall in the Board Room.
• Residents may sign the attendance sheet beginning at 7:00 

p.m.
• During their open review meeting, the RAC discusses each 

application and recommends to the Architectural Committee 
one of the following actions: approve, approve with conditions, 
disapprove, or table for additional information.  

After the RAC Meeting
 Applicants are mailed the Architectural Committee’s final de-
cision approximately two weeks after the RAC meeting. Please note 
that Village Covenants allow 60 days for the entire architectural 
process.
 If you disagree with the Architectural Committee decision, 
you have ten (10) days to file a written appeal request to: Architec-
tural Committee c/o River Hill Community Association, 6020 Day-
break Circle, Clarksville, Maryland 21029.

Like Claret Hall  
on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/
ClaretHallMD
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AROUND TOWN
Appraisal Roadshow

Sat., June 6 at 7 p.m., a gala fundraiser, open to the public, will 
be held to entertain, educate and inform you about the value of 
your treasures. The professional appraisal will be done by a gem-
ologist with Paradigm Experts and a generalist appraiser. Find out 
what the item is, what the item is worth, and what to insure the 
item for. Items brought can include, but are not limited to jewelry, 
silver pieces, coins, time pieces, furniture, glass, porcelain, pew-
ter, paintings, bronze pieces, antique toys, and documents. Any 
antique you can carry will be appraised. No stamps or photos of 
large items can be appraised. Limit is two items per person. Enter 
your item and have it appraised for $15 ($25 for 2 items) or just be 
a spectator for $12. This fundraising event to benefit The Village in 
Howard will include catered refreshments and will be held in the 
lovely “antique setting” of historic Oliver’s Carriage House, Kitta-
maqundi Community Church, 5401 Lear Treader Way, Columbia. 
Registration required, as only 50 appraisals will be done, and seat-
ing is limited. Call 443-367-9043 to register.

Swing Dance Party
Sat., June 13 from 7-9 p.m., the Howard County Historical Society 
presents “Ain’t Misbehavin’ Swing Dance Party” at the HCHS’s Mu-
seum. Features the hot sounds of the coolest band around. Under 
the direction of George Stelmach, this two-bass setup – string and 
tuba – provides soft, mellow, lower musical range and voice to the 
band. Refreshments will be provided. BYO bottle of wine, if you’d 
like, or pick up a bottle at the Wine Bin (8390 Main St., Ellicott 
City) and mention you are going to the show and receive a 20% 
discount. Tickets are free for HCHS members, $15 for singles, and 
$25 for couples. Part of the proceeds benefit HCHS. For more in-
formation call 410-480-3250 or visit www.hchsmd.org.

Running for a Cause
Sun., June 7 at 9 a.m., Temple Isaiah sponsors this family event 
for runners or walkers. Both the 5K race and the 1 mile fun run/
walk courses are around beautiful Centennial Park located off 
Route 108 in Ellicott City. The race starts and finishes near Pavil-
lions A, B & C and follows the paved foot paths around the lake. 
This FREE family event will include refreshments, music, priz-
es and giveaways. Register online at CharmCityRun.com (search 
Matzohball on the event calendar or email matzohballrun@gmail.
com with any questions).

Howard County “Passport to the Past”
Ongoing through August 29, children in preschool through Grade 
8 are invited to discover the county’s past. Participants may pick 
up a Passport booklet and begin their journey visiting Howard 
County mill ruins, learn the history of local firefighting, visit two-
room schoolhouses, a meditative shrine, a farm owned by the 
same family since 1797 and more. Twenty-four historic sites from 
Savage to Lisbon are pictured in the Passport and participants are 
asked to visit 15 of the sites and take a personal photo at the site 
to be included in the Passport booklet. If photos cannot be made, 
participants may draw a picture of the site. Completed Passports 
will be validated at the Miller Branch Library with a deadline of 

August 29, and there will be a drawing for prizes at the end of 
the program. Passports may be picked up at the Miller Branch Li-
brary located at 9421 Frederick Road, Ellicott City and the How-
ard County Historical Society located at 8328 Court Ave., off Main 
Street, in Ellicott City. Call 410-480-3250 for more information.

Open Streets Kickoff
Sat., June 13 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at Little Patuxent Parkway 
loop & Swansfield Elementary School in Clary’s Forest, Colum-
bia, the Horizon Foundation’s new Open Streets Howard Coun-
ty initiative is holding a festive kickoff event to allow residents to 
envision and experience the possibilities of pedestrian and bicy-
cle-friendly “open streets” while enjoying fun outdoor activities for 
all ages. Call 410-715-0311 for more information.

CA Weed Warrior Program 
Certified Leader Training

Sun., June 14 from 2-5 p.m. at Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle, 
Clarksville, Classroom training program to supplement efforts to 
remove non-native, invasive plant species on designated CA open 
space properties. Certified volunteer leaders, who complete CA’s 
training program and meet specific requirements, will supervise 
and “lead” groups of volunteers onto the open space to perform 
specific, designated invasive weed removal tasks. CA Open Space 
Management is working cooperatively with the University of Mary-
land Extension Services and the Middle Patuxent Environmen-
tal Area (MPEA) Weed Warrior Program to provide this program. 
Individuals must be at least 18 years of age, able to work inde-
pendently and perform work of a physical nature in an outdoor 
environment. Required follow-up outdoor field training date is 
Saturday, June 20 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the stormwater man-
agement pond located next to the Columbia Gym located at 6151 
Daylong Lane, Clarksville. Registration required at www.volun-
teerhoward.org. For more information call the Open Space Man-
agement Office at 410-312-6330.

Family Wellness Day
Sun., June 7 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Centennial Park, a Get 
Active Howard County initiative will have booths and activi-
ties including wellness & health screenings, integrative health & 
wellness, worksite wellness, active kids zone, community area, 
healthy food tastings and more. A free fun event for the whole 
family. Booth information and volunteer opportunities available. 
Contact info@wepromotehealth.org

Girls’ Night Out to Create Foodie Art
Thu., June 11 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Columbia Art Center, 
6100 Foreland Garth, Columbia, Create a dynamic piece of art 
depicting the visual instructions from a favorite recipe. Bring your 
recipe and one or more actual ingredients or pictures of them. 
Enjoy using watercolor, pencil, collage and photography or choose 
other media to use. $25 for both Residents and Non-Residents. 
Visit ColumbiaArtCenter.org for more information.
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AROUND TOWN
Free CPR Training

Sat., June 6 at 10 a.m. at The Hawthorn Center in Hickory Ridge, 
Howard County Fire and Rescue’s CPR Team will provide free CPR 
training. Call 410-730-7327 or email HickoryRidgeVillage.org to 
register.

A/C and Dehumidifier Drop Off
Sat., June 13 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Columbia Athletic Club, 
5435 Beaverkill Road, Columbia, BGE residential customers can 
drop off up to two room air conditioning units and/or dehumidi-
fiers and receive a $25 reward per appliance. The units must be 
in working condition to be eligible. Customers will receive their re-
ward check approximately four weeks after the event. A free LED 
bulb will also be provided to each participant. Representatives will 
be on hand to unload units directly from vehicles. More informa-
tion is available at www.BGESmartEnergy.com/RecycleMyAC or 
866-898-1901.

Columbia Festival of the Arts
June 12-27, Three weekends of electrifying performances guaran-
teed to jump start your summer. For details, tickets, and addition-
al free events visit www.columbiafestival.org.

50+ Pet Care Event
Tue., June 16 from 6-7:30 p.m. at The Hawthorn Center in Hick-
ory Ridge, Howard County Office on Aging will provide info on pet 
health and safety, including CPR. The program ends with an op-
tional memorial ceremony for attendees to honor deceased pets. 
FREE. To register, call the village office at 410-730-7327 or online 
at www.bit.ly/hrpetcare.

MPEA Weed Warrior Volunteer Days
Tuesdays and Fridays from 3:30 – 6 p.m., ongoing through June 
25 at Middle Patuxent Environmental Area, 5795 Trotter Road, 
Clarksville, Take action to improve the health of Howard Coun-
ty’s local ecosystems. In addition to a good workout or complet-
ing required volunteer service hours for school or work, volunteers 
are eligible to receive coupons from Chick-fil-A on Johns Hopkins 
Road, a water bottle from REI, and a lawn ticket from Merriweath-
er Post Pavilion. Activities include removing invasive plants from 
the forest and replanting native trees, shrubs, and herbaceous 
plants under the supervision of a county forester. Ages 14+. Con-
tact Davey Rogner 410-313-0476 or drogner@howardcountymd.
gov for additional information and/or to register.
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CLASSIFIEDS

Claret Hall is
 Looking for a Few 

New Classes!

Are you an instructor looking for a space?

Claret Hall now has rooms available during 
daytime and evening hours. 

Special Discounted Instructor Rates Available!
Call us today for additional 

information or availability.

410-531-1749 or email
facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting  
“Our Passion is Your Pets”

Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, mid-
day, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact: 
www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture. Art, Silver, 
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+ yr ex-
perience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic 
Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Guitar Lessons
Private acoustic or electric guitar, ukulele, and piano lessons for 
all levels —absolute beginner to advanced performer! Learn any 
genres or songs you want from an upbeat, skilled, and creden-
tialed musician with almost 10 years of teaching experience in the 
Columbia/Ellicott City area. Call Eric at 443-756-5266.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support includ-
ing Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more. 
Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com 
or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Basketball Training
Basketball Development/Training/Conditioning. Get trained by a 
college coach (Chris Anderson). 2HR basketball training on Sat. 
9-11 a.m. starting June 6. Must register in advance (middle – high 
school girls & boys). Call or email coach for more information: 
Coach Chris Anderson 443-310-7764 or email: coachchrismd@
verizon.net.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant 
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand 
running, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and 
special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston: 410-428-6771, 
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

  In-Home Personal Trainer
  Let’s get lean and fit!
  Bathing suit season is here!

Monica
Certified Personal Trainer
4u2getfit@gmail.com
443-415-8081
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