Great Star Drive will be closed to
thru traffic for the
13th Annual River Hill Parade on
Wednesday, July 4 at 9:00 a.m.
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Let Your Patriotic Spirit Shine

W

hen our nation’s founding fathers
adopted the Declaration of Independence, declaring the Independence of the thirteen colonies from Great
Britain, they hoped that Independence
Day would be “celebrated by succeeding
generations as the great anniversary festival…to be solemnized with pomp and parade…” Here in the Village of River Hill we
have certainly succeeded in realizing this
hope and this year will celebrate Independence Day with our 13th Annual Parade.
The parade is a tradition in our community and is one of the things that makes
the Village of River Hill so special. Each
year the neighborhood swim teams, scout
groups, the Columbia Association, local
civic organizations, and area businesses
contribute to making the parade a success. Parade organizers invite you to be a
part of the experience! There are many
opportunities—volunteer to help at the
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The River Hill Fourth of July Parade is a highlight of the summer season each year.
staging area, coordinate with your neighbors or children to create a new entry, or
help with traffic control along the route.
Of course, spectators are essential to any
parade and many line the route each year.
Lawn chairs start making their appearance
early in the morning as spots are staked
out. Families and pets are dressed in red,
white, and blue and plenty of wacky patriotic attire abounds. During really hot and
humid years, marchers look forward to the
cool lemonade and water distributed by
one family and the spray of an occasional
hose strung from nearby backyards.
Parade entry registration forms are
now available at Claret Hall and online
at www.villageofriverhill.org. This year’s
parade will begin at 9 a.m. on Wednesday, July 4. The parade forms at Pointers
Run Elementary School, follows Great Star
Drive to Signal Bell Lane, and concludes at
the Clarksville Fifth District Fire Station.

Remember, Great Star Drive will be closed
to traffic during the parade. Please plan
accordingly if you are expecting guests or
heading out to other celebrations. Vehicles will not be permitted on the road or
allowed to exit onto Great Star Drive from
MD 32 until the parade has passed.
Flag Etiquette
In celebration of Independence Day,
the American Flag will appear in the parade and many locations throughout the
village. Although just a piece of colorful
cloth, the flag is a symbol of the power behind the cloth and symbolizes our national unity. As the emblem of our national
unity, our power, our thought and purpose as a nation, President Woodrow Wilson described the flag as having “no other
character than that which we give it from
generation to generation.” Today’s flag dis-

Continued on Page 5
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday
9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Friday
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m. - Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org
Covenant Advisor:
Evamarie Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org
Facility Coordinator:
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Board Highlights . . .
May 7, 2012
• Clarksville resident, Paul Buchanan, spoke out about the need
for a post office in Clarksville. He offered to take the lead in exploring options.
• Interviewed applicants for positions on the River Hill Community
Association’s Board of Directors.
• Ms. Smith presented two calendar options to the Board for their
monthly meetings.
• Voted to appoint Jenny Chu to the open position on the Board
of Directors.
• Executive Session held.
• Minutes Approved: April 23, 2012.

Board Meeting Schedule
All meetings are held in Claret Hall at the River Hill Village Center.
Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend resident speak-out during each board meeting. If you have written material you would
like the Board to review, please drop it by the village office by the
Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved minutes are available
for review at the village office. For additional information, please
contact the village office.
NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: June 4 and June 18 at 7 p.m.
Visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board Meeting Agendas
& Minutes.

Communications Coordinator:
Tracy Boullé, events@villageofriverhill.org
Community Assistant:
Maureen Cogan, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

RIVER HILL BOARD

Jenny Chu
jennyzchu@yahoo.com
Todd Harrison
410-531-0771
(Board Operations)
Kenny Kan (Financial Matters)
kkwtkan@hotmail.com
Dengfeng Liu
liudf@jhu.edu
Tony Miceli
mathman21@me.com
(Traffic & Safety)
Dipper Wettstein
dipper@brazzeldazzle.com
(Open Space & Development)

Liyan Zhang
Sean Salisbury
(Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Michael Cornell 			

zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
salisbury34@verizon.net

301-742-2761

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Tracy Boulle,
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates, www.brownandassociates.biz
Design: Kayle Simon, www.realfreshcreative.com
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Council Corner: Not in My Back Yard
I am always amazed at how people opposed to change suddenly find “religion.”
These “religions” experience sudden growth in numbers of
converts whenever a change is proposed that may alter their status quo.
Growing up, I always heard the parent faith referred to as
“Nimbyism” — the shared belief that things of benefit to the larger
community are wonderful as long as they are Not In My Back Yard
(NIMBY).
What you, dear neighbor, may not know is the Solar Array
in River Hill is a direct result of Nimbyism. Another community
wanted the panels – just not in their village.
Nimbyism’s popularity and converts seem to be spreading.
There’s a group of “environmentalists” against a people’s park in
Symphony Woods because some of the oldest trees in an ecologically stunted and damaged area next to Merriweather would have
to be removed. Never mind that environmental restoration and reforestation projects in the Woods would help restore and maintain
the local ecosystem. (Did you know: younger trees capture more
CO2 than old trees? Younger trees are actually better for the environment!)
There’s another group opposed to planting trees in Stephen’s
Forest. (See the irony? They don’t want trees in a forest.) They
prefer the empty lots and fields over reforestation projects that
would reduce excessive runoff, erosion and pollution reaching
our streams rivers and the Bay while creating habitats for natural
wildlife.
Most recently, Nimbyism is gaining converts due to a proposed dog park.
For years, many residents in Columbia have been clamoring
for a dog park. The County comes along and offers to locate a Dog
Park in Blandair. CA has offered to partner in the venture. Suddenly, Nimbyism is spreading.
What’s wrong with a dog park? (It’s not a train yard, a chemical storage site, nor a nuclear power plant.)
For some, they say they are concerned about dog urine in run
off getting into the local watershed — as though dogs will stop peeing if they don’t have a park.
Others are concerned about dogs barking creating noise pollution. As though the dogs will somehow be louder and more annoying than the jets bound for BWI passing over head every few
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minutes.
Yet others are concerned about smells – even though a dog
has to put his nose right into whatever it is he’s smelling to get a
good whiff. (A dog’s sense of smell is far better than any human!)
The reality - many residents want a dog park. They want it on
the east side of Columbia. They want to be able to take their dogs
there. There are others who would enjoy watching other peoples’
pets at play. We also know that the dog park in Ellicott City — according to Jennifer Dearmey, the county’s park operations superintendent — hasn’t generated a complaint about noise or smell
from adjacent neighbors in nine years. Yet some are opposed due
to possible noise, possible smell and urine in the runoff. (Again, I
maintain dogs will continue to pee with or without the park!)
I suggest the opposition really comes from Nimbyism. It’s not
rational. It’s not about the greater good. It’s simply anti change.
Like any religion, those who practice Nimbyism are entitled to
their beliefs. They are not entitled to make policy for the entire
community.
A dog park would be an asset to the community —
 regardless
of location. So what’s really wrong with Blandair other than the
back yards?
Michael Cornell, River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
cell: 301-742-2761 home: 410-531-9340
michaelcornell@comcast.net
The views presented herein represent those of the author only and
do not necessarily represent those of the River Hill Community Association Board of Directors.

Meet
Our
Team.

ADAM AUGUST,
Owner
20 years
experience in
remodeling and
design build.

TOMMY
Kitchen and baths,
windows and
doors...a master
remodeler with 15
years experience.

GILMER, Team
Leader
Adam’s secret
weapon, Gilmer
demands
excellence.

Visit Our New Website for
Daily Internet Specials!

ADOLFO, Team
Leader
Adolfo has
become a great
asset to our team.

SERGIO
Nicknamed
“strong man,”
Sergio is our
drywall and finish
specialist.

OSMAN
our painter,
is a
perfectionist.

Clarksville
Construction has a
live person working
the magic behind
the scenes. Her
name is Leah.
With 13 years
of experience
in construction
management, she
certainly knows the
ropes in the office.

MAX, JOSH
and DANIEL
our newest
team members
are gaining
skills as they
assist at each
job site.

We Do It All.

MAXIMUS
His hammer
may be plastic
but he’s still
our favorite
teammate!

We are proud to
have attained the
Better Business
Bureau’s A+
Rating.

Clarksville Construction Services is proud of its exceptional
and experienced staff. You’ll be comfortable with us in
your home and pleased with our excellent workmanship.

Call us today for a free estimate!
443-386-3099
www.clarksvilleconstruction.net

plays thirteen alternating red and white stripes representing the
original thirteen colonies, and fifty stars, one for each state, on
the blue union.
The parade provides an opportunity for us to teach younger generations the importance of treating the flag with respect.
When the flag is passing in a parade, all persons present except
those in uniform should face the flag and stand at attention with
their right hand over the heart. Those present in uniform should
render the military salute. When not in uniform, men should remove their hats with their right hand and hold it at the left shoulder with their hand being over the heart. All others should stand
at attention. The salute to the flag should be rendered at the moment the flag passes.
When used in a parade, the flag should either be on the
marching right (the flag’s own right) or if there is a line of other
flags, in front of the center of that line. The flag should not be
displayed on a float in a parade except from a staff or if displayed
horizontally or vertically it should be against a wall with the union
placed uppermost and to the flag’s own right (the observer’s left).
The flag should not be draped over the hood, top, sides, or back of
a vehicle.
Each year, to help to instill the importance of the American
Flag and to aid in celebrating our nation’s birth, the Association
distributes flags to parade spectators. We look forward to seeing
the flag waving proudly along the route.
This information was provided courtesy of www.flagday.com.

Board of Directors Transitions
Although the River Hill Community Association has a dedicated staff, the Board of Directors represents residents, sets
policy, establishes goals and objectives, and advocates with the
purpose of enhancing the quality of life in our village. The Association’s fiscal year runs from May 1 through April 30 and at the
beginning of each new year there is often some turnover on the
Village Board as terms are completed and new members elected
or appointed.
We’d like to recognize the contributions of the following outgoing members: Cynthia Asoka, Zachary Marks, and Chao Wu.
Their thoughtful viewpoints and leadership efforts are appreciated. Both Cynthia and Zachary are moving out of the area and we
wish them well in their new homes and expect that once settled
they will get involved in their new communities. We look forward
to seeing Chao and his young family at association sponsored
events and anticipate that he will find ways to continue to make a
difference locally.
On May 7, Jenny Chu was appointed to the vacant position
on the Board of Directors. Welcome Jenny! Jenny joins members
Todd Harrison, Kenny Kan, DengFeng Liu, Tony Miceli, Dipper
Wettstein, and Liyan Zhang. The Village Board wants residents
to let them know what issues are of importance and how the Association can help to improve the community. At the beginning of
each meeting, there is a designated time on the agenda for individuals or groups to speak out on issues and share their opinions.
Recently, the Board has been approached by a resident who has
volunteered to take the lead in researching the steps needed to reestablish a local post office and heard from a Boy Scout Troop investigating new chartering options. If you have an idea you’d like
to share or a concern that needs to be addressed, let the Association’s Board of Directors know. They want to hear from you.

June 2012 • The River Hill Villager • 5

6 • The River Hill Villager • June 2012

Get Ready for Summer, Learn
About Pedestrian Safety
Wednesday, June 13 at 7 p.m.
Claret Hall
Officer Terrence Benn, the Association’s
Police Liaison, will conduct a pedestrian safety
information session covering the responsibilities of drivers and pedestrians. With the end of
the school year approaching and the pool season starting, pedestrian activity along River
Hill’s sidewalks and pathways will increase.
Come learn what steps you need to take to keep
yourself and others safe!

Columbia’s
45th Birthday
Celebration
On Saturday, June 23, the Columbia Association (CA) will
host a birthday celebration to commemorate the 45th birthday of
Columbia, Md. CA honors Columbia’s birthday every year as part
of its International Day event; however, to honor this milestone
birthday, CA will celebrate big with live entertainment, children’s
games and activities, a brick paver dedication, a walking tour, a
cake-cutting ceremony and cupcakes. The theme, “45 Ways to
Give Back to Columbia,” will play out with 45 local non-profit or-

ganizations hosting booths around the lakefront to inform Columbia residents of the many ways they can invest in the well-being of
their community.
The event will be held from 3-10 p.m. at the Town Center
Lakefront. For more information, go to http://www.columbiaassociation.org/events/.

River Hill Village Center
Courtyard Concert Series 2012
Fridays from 6-8 p.m.
6/15
6/22
6/29
7/6		
7/13
7/20
7/27
8/3		
8/10
8/17

The Backroads Band – Country
Pan Fried Steel – Steel Drums
Naked Blue – Folk Rock
Dave Chappel Band – Blues Rock
Mr. Dave of D’s Magic – Magician
Andrew McKnight – Folk
Swingin’ Swamies – Jazz, Latin, R&B, Soul
Misspent Youth – Classic and Pop Rock
Ellis Woodward – Kids Show
Invasion – British Rock

The Courtyard Concerts are sponsored by the village center merchants. For a complete event schedule visit our website at www.
columbiavillagecenters.com.
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Local Employer Seeks
Comments on Columbia Office
Expansion

Another Successful River Hill
Flea Market
On Sunday, May 20, fifty two vendors set up card tables,
wooden stands and clothes racks to display their treasures to a
large crowd of shoppers in the River Hill Shopping Center parking
lot. Many booths were full of people hanging out, laughing and enjoying the perfect weather. Most participants were happy as they
strolled through the isles checking out many different types of
items for sale. Thank you to all who participated!

Please visit:
www.columbiahometour.org
Join us on Facebook:
“Columbia Home Tour 2012”
8 • The River Hill Villager • June 2012

W. R. Grace & Co., one of the largest companies headquartered in Howard County and Maryland, is considering the construction of a new office building at its current campus located at
7500 Grace Drive, Columbia, MD 21044.
The company is preparing to submit a Site Development Plan
for review by the Howard County Department of Planning and
Zoning. The site, which houses Grace’s administrative and research facilities, was initially developed in 1958 as a research and
administrative facility. Today, it has around 500 employees on
more than 100 acres.
The proposed development includes the construction of a
88,000 square foot office building, associated storm water management facilities, utilities and landscaping. Grace plans to apply
for certification of the project under the LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Green Building Rating System.
In order to introduce the project, Grace is holding a pre-submission community meeting scheduled for Wednesday June 6th,
2012 at 6:00PM at The Meeting Room (6330 Trotter Road, Clarksville, MD 21029). All residents and interested parties are invited
to the meeting. Attendees will have the opportunity to learn more
and ask questions related to the development proposal. The submittal of the Site Development Plan is slated to occur after the presubmission community meeting.
Grace is a long-standing member of the Maryland business
community, dating back to the 1800s. The company currently
has more than 1,000 employees in Maryland at its locations in

Baltimore and Elkridge, as well as Columbia. Grace is a frequent
award recipient for its operations in Columbia. Since 2010, the
company has earned special distinctions from the Howard County Department of Health, Howard County Commission on Aging,
Howard County Office of Children’s Services, Howard County
Council and American Red Cross of Central Maryland.
To help residents learn more about Grace in Howard County,
the company has prepared a “Grace in Columbia” fact sheet available in the “Media Relations” – “Grace in Your Area” section of the
company’s web site at www.grace.com.

Stay Cool by the River Hill Pool
The eagerly awaited River Hill summer pool season began on Saturday, May 26. The pool is located at 6330 Trotter Road, Clarksville, MD 21029 and the telephone number is 410-531-0191.
Daily Admission CA Residents must bring Columbia Cards
		
		
Members
CA Resident Non-Mbrs w/card
Non-CA Resident Non-Mbrs

Adult
(16 & over)
Free
$8
$20

Child
(15 & under)
Free
$5
$15

River Hill Pool Outdoor Pool Schedule:
May 26-Jun 11
Mon-Fri 3:30-7pm & Sat-Sun 12-7pm
Note: River Hill Pool will open at 12:30pm on Saturdays 6/6 through
7/21 due to swim meets.

Jun 12-Aug 12
Mon-Sat 12-8:45pm & Sun 11am-7:30pm
Note: River Hill Pool will open at 12:30pm on Saturdays 6/9 through
7/21 due to swim meets.
Aug 13-Aug 26
Mon-Sat 12-8pm & Sun 11am-7pm
Aug 27-Sep 3
Mon-Fri 3:30-6:30pm
Sat-Sun 12-6:30pm
Labor Day 12-6pm
Morning Wading Pool Hours
June 12-August 10
Mon-Fri 10am-12pm
Dates are subject to change based on Ho Co school schedule.

Columbia Gym Summer
Shutdown Schedule
Each year, the Columbia Association (CA) closes its facilities
for cleaning, renovations and upgrades. The Columbia Gym is
scheduled to be closed Monday, June 4 – Sunday, June 10. The
doors will reopen on Monday, June 11. During this shutdown period, facility-only members are welcome to use CA’s other fitness
facilities.

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com
Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

Tower Federal Credit Union
301-497-7000

Everett Jewelers
410-531-7990

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

River Hill Sports Grille
410-531-7900

The UPS Store
410-531-9861

Giant Food
410-531-7831

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

Subway
410-531-7982

Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052

Panda Kitchen
410-531-7866

June 2012 • The River Hill Villager • 9

Second Sunday Swim Program
Offered This Summer
To make it easier for all of the residents of Columbia to enjoy
the outdoor pools this summer, the Columbia Association (CA) is
offering the “Second Sunday Swim” program. Residents may visit
CA’s 23 outdoor pools for free three days this summer - June 10,
July 8 and August 12. The only requirement is that residents have
a Columbia Card which can be obtained at Maggie J. Brown Welcome Center, located at CA Headquarters, 10221 Wincopin Circle
at no cost. Address verification in the form of a driver’s license or
imprinted personal check and dependent children’s birth certificates are required to obtain the free Columbia Card. For more information, please call 410-730-1801.

Fourth Annual WomenFest
Presented by Howard County’s
Office on Aging
The Howard County Department of Citizen Services’ Office on
Aging is pleased to present the fourth annual WomenFest, a wellness event for women, on Saturday, June 16 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at the Gary J. Arthur Community Center, 2400 Route 97 in Cooksville. WomenFest is an interactive day that focuses on health, wellness, fashion and beauty, and is designed to inspire women to
live more balanced, healthier and fuller lives. Admission is free.
WomenFest features health screenings, workshops, seminars,

10 • The River Hill Villager • June 2012

a wide variety of vendors and exhibitors, and food. There will be
free blood pressure, body mass index, dental, foot health, osteoporosis, glucose, cholesterol, glaucoma, vein and HIV screenings available. Health experts will be on hand to offer guidance
on nutrition, fall prevention, and women’s wellness. Health seminars will include topics like: All the Best for Your Breasts; Cool
Tips for Hot Flashes; and Power of Caring for Yourself. Other
seminar topics include Get the Look for Less; The Benefits of
Wine & Chocolate; Spice It Up! Cooking with Herbs; and more.
Free entertainment will be held throughout the day including an outdoor concert by Howard County blues and jazz musician, Deanna Bogart. Town Grill of Lisbon will offer fresh
menu options for purchase, and attendees will have the opportunity to shop and visit more than 60 vendors and exhibitors offering products and services of interest to women.
Premier event sponsors are: Aesthetic Dentistry of Howard
County; Baltimore Washington Eye Center; Howard County General Hospital: A Member of Johns Hopkins Medicine; MD Laser
Medicine & Surgery; and Vantage House Senior Living Community. Signature sponsors include: Advanced Radiology; Bath Fitter; CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield; Curves of Glenelg; Elizabeth
Cooney Care Network; Home Instead Senior Care; Howard County Commission for Women; Liberty Mutual Insurance; and Physiotherapy Associates. Her Mind Magazine, Howard Magazine, The
Howard County Beacon, and Women’s Journal are media sponsors.
For more information about WomenFest, call (410) 313-5440
or send an e-mail, with “WomenFest” in the subject line, to glenwoodsc@howardcountymd.gov. To view a full schedule of the
day’s events, visit www.howardcountyaging.org/Womenfest.
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Summer Classes in
River Hill:
Arya Dance Class (Claret Hall/Meeting Room)
Wed
ongoing
6 - 9 p.m.
Sat
ongoing
9:15 - 11:45 a.m.
Call 240-421-0020 or visit www.aryaintl.com.

Central Maryland Ballet (Claret Hall)
Sat
1/14 - 6/2
9:30 - 10:45 a.m.
Sat
1/14 - 6/2
10:45 - 11:45 a.m.
Call 443-472-7772
or visit www.centralmarylandyouthballet.com.

Easy Method Driving School (Meeting Room)
T/Th ongoing
5:50 - 9:05 p.m.
Call 410-461-9090 or 1-877-461-9090 or
visit www.easymethoddrivingschool.com.

KidzArt (Claret Hall)				
T 1/3 - 6/15 1 - 2 p.m.
Call 410-489-0323 or visit www.KidzArtMD.com.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
Th 4/12 - 6/14 10 - 10:45 a.m. Ages 0 - 5
Now registering for summer classes. For information call
301-758-0304 or visit
www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

Rosestan Persian Language School (Meeting Room)
Sun		
ongoing 10:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Call 410-442-5009 or visit www.rosestan.com.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)
T/Th ongoing
7:30– 8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.
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Check out the River Hill Community
Association’s Facebook
page. “Like Us” to get
valuable information and
stay informed about activities
happening in Columbia.

New River Hill
Solar Array

On May 5, CA (Columbia Association) had a ribbon cutting ceremony for a 24 panel system solar array on ground mounted posts
with GPS trackers at the River Hill Meeting Room. The panels “follow the sun” as it moves through the sky- producing 40% more
energy than stationary panels. The panels, including the tracking
systems, were built here in Columbia by ATR and should pay for
themselves in about ten years – sooner if energy costs go up.

For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

Best Treatments Available
Reasonable Fees
Afternoon & Evening Appointments
Consultations are Free
Excellent Results
Super Smiles
The River Hill Village Center
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)
Offering the Best Treatments, including

Free Initial Consultation

410-381-1077
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Architectural News:
AC Decisions

RAC MEETING DATES
Application Deadline

Meeting Date

May 18, 2012

June 6, 2012

June 8, 2012

June 20, 2012

June 29, 2012

July 18, 2012

July 20, 2012

August 1, 2012

August 3, 2012

August 15, 2012

September 7, 2012

September 19, 2012

September 21, 2012

October 3, 2012

October 5, 2012

October 17, 2012

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

Fridays by 12 Noon

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m.
and applications are reviewed in the order that applicants signin. Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental
documentation, application amendments, or additional information that the RAC has requested.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agendas are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agendas are published in The Villager when the publication schedule
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision.
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

LAWN MOWER LIST
Mathew Bleakney, 6508 Waving Tree Ct., 410-531-5391
Christopher Jaczun, 443-670-4374
Kevin Johnson, 6112 Eternal Ocean Pl., 443-896-8469
Updated 5/1/12

Upcoming RAC Agenda
June 6, 2012
6478 Empty Song Road		
5904 Bright Flow Mews		
6513 Folded Leaf Square		
5848 Wild Orange Gate		
6409 Enchanted Solitude Place

Deck
Lattice to Grade, Storage
Landscaping
Screened Porch
Landscaping, Walkway
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May 16, 2012
Approved
6328 Victorious Song Lane
6338 Golden Star Place 		
6026 Signal Flame Court		
6404 Western Star Run		

Sunroom, Window Addition
Tree, Addition
Railing
Door

Approved with Conditions
6504 Radiant Gleam Way		

Split Rail Fence

Tabled
6454 Onward Trail		

Screened Porch

May 2, 2012
Approved
6425 Fairest Dream Lane		
Landscaping, Patio,
					Tree Addition
6308 Last Sunbeam Place
Play Equipment
6409 Warm Sunshine Path
Fence
6504 Ocean Shore Lane 		
Fence
5916 Mystic Ocean Lane		
Lighting (Exterior)
6589 Autumn Wind Circle
Steps, Walkway

Architectural News:
Approved with Conditions
12005 Distant Thunder Trail
6512 Hazel Thicket Terrace

Landscaping: Trees
Painting & Residing

Disapproved
6445 River Run 			

Play Equipment, Shed

April 18, 2012
Approved
5800 Laurel Leaves Lane
6304 Victorious Song Lane

Pool Part 1
Porch: Screened

AC Fast Track Decisions
Approved
12105 Hidden Waters Way

Skylights

River Hill Street Trees
You may have noticed that some of the street trees are dying.
Some are failing to thrive and some have been infected by the clear
wing borer. Howard County does not spray because of the type of
chemicals that must be used and the number of people and animals sensitive to them. These trees have been identified by How-

ard County Department of Public Works and between now and the
end of the summer many of these trees will be removed. One street
that has been noted for this tree removal is Fairest Dream Lane.
If a street tree is located in the County road right-of-way or a
county street tree easement dies, please notify the Howard County Department of Public works at 410-313-7450. Street trees that
are removed will be replaced by the County as funds become available. Trees on residential properties are the responsibility of the
property owner. An exterior alteration application may be required
for removal or installation. Please contact the Covenant Advisor at
410-531-1749 or covenants@villageofriverhill.org for clarification.

Cul-de-Sac Civility
It’s that time of year again, when residents
pose the most frequently asked questions: Who’s
responsible for the maintenance of the cul-de-sac
islands? And why am I the only one who mows
the cul-de–sac island? Mowing of the cul-de-sac islands is the responsibility of residents whose homes face or open onto the island.
Although the mowing of the cul-de-sac island is the responsibility of the residents, the cul-de-sac belongs to Howard County and
basketball equipment, permanent or portable, may NOT be placed
in, on or around the cul-de-sac. No one may close off the cul-desac without a permit from Police Traffic Enforcement.
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School News:
Pointers Run Elementary
School Celebrates 20 Years

Atholton High School
Renovations

On Tuesday, June 5 from 6 - 8 p.m., Pointers Run Elementary
School will be celebrating it’s 20th year anniversary this year during the school’s annual PTA sponsored End of Year Family Picnic.
Families who will be attending Pointers Run Elementary School
for the 2012-2013 year are also invited to attend.

The original building was constructed in 1966 with various
additions and renovations from 1972 through 2003. The current
facility will undergo a comprehensive renovation including new
interior mechanical equipment, lighting, ceilings, and partitions
as well as upgrades to plumbing, wiring, the emergency generator,
and the sprinkler system during the phased project. The update
will also include specialty wiring for video, data, public address,
telephones, security, and fire alarms. Interior spaces will be reconfigured as necessary and deficiencies in educational program
space will be addressed based on a recent facilities assessment
survey. The construction will take place in phases from July 2012
through August 2014.

Howard County Summer
Reading Lists
The 2012 summer reading lists are now available at the Howard County Public School System website. Adobe Acrobat files
with the reading lists for kindergarten through high school can
be downloaded at www2.hcpss.org/met/media/srlbkawds.htm.
There is also an adult reading list available!

Sewing Machines Needed
The River Hill High School Art Department is looking for sewing machines to be donated. Machines should be in good working
condition, and accompanied with user manual, if possible. If you
can help, contact Jennifer Smith at jennifer_e_smith@hcpss.org.

Collision Avoidance Training
The Howard County Police Department will be conducting
Collision Avoidance Training (C.A.T.) on the following dates: June
29-30, July 20-21, August 17-18. The C.A.T. program is an advanced defensive driving and vehicle control program for licensed
teenage drivers ages 16-20 years old. The two-day, 12-hour program is designed to provide young drivers with the knowledge and
understanding of vehicle dynamics. The cost per student is $95 for
both classes. For additional information contact Carolyn Bennett,
C.A.T. Coordinator, at the Howard County Police Department,
410.313.3700 or visit www.howardcountymd.gov/departments.
aspx?ID=6442451532.
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Cameras Needed
The Photography program at River Hill High School is in need
of your neglected or just unused old film cameras. If you have an
old 35mm film SLR (Single Lens Reflex) camera, digital camera, or
any photo or darkroom equipment that is not getting use and you
would like it to have a new life please consider donating it to River
Hill. You may contact Jacob Cecil, Fine Arts Chairperson, River
Hill High School at jacob_cecil@hcpss.org to arrange a pickup/
dropoff.

AROUND TOWN
134th Annual Clarksville Picnic

KidsDay at Hopewell Mini WaterPark

On Saturday, June 30 from noon – 9 p.m., families are invited
to enjoy a day filled with kid’s games, pony rides, hay rides, face
painting, cotton candy, ice cream, funnel cake, hot dogs, hamburgers and pizza. There’s also a magic show and lots of music.
Don’t worry, there’s plenty for the grown-ups to do too – a silent
auction, plant sale, hand-made crafts, White Elephant garage
sale, BINGO, and our $20,000 raffle to name a few. Don’t forget
to enjoy our popular family-style chicken and ham dinner with all
the fixins’ under the big tent. Tickets are $13 for adults, $6 for
those 5-10, and kids under five eat free. The picnic will be held
at St. Louis Parish, 12500 Clarksville Pike. For more information,
visit www.stlouisparish.org/fellowship/picnic.

On Saturday, June 23 from noon - 3 p.m., the Hopewell MiniWaterPark will celebrate the start of summer with a free day at the
pool! The event will include music, a moonbounce, entertainers
and more. Go to www.columbiaassociation.org/events/ for more
information.

Columbia Festival of the Arts
The Columbia Festival of the Arts celebrates a monumental year,
as 2012 marks its 25th Anniversary. Go to http://columbiafestival.com/ to browse this year’s complete offerings and purchase
tickets. Browse through the schedule to discover the exciting mix
of both free and ticketed event, including music, dance, comedy,
theatre, literature, film and the visual arts at. The box office for
this year’s festival will be available from June 15 – 30.

Tower Federal Credit Union
Holds Summer Food Drive
Now through August 31, Tower Federal Credit Union is holding
a summer food drive to benefit Elizabeth’s House, a local kitchen
that serves meals to those in need. Non-perishable food items may
be dropped off at Tower’s branch in the River Hill Village Center
anytime during branch hours. The branch is open Tues. and Wed.
9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Thurs. and Fri. 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., and Sat. 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. Donations will also be accepted at all Tower locations, including the nearby Columbia and Ellicott City branches.
For branch locations and information, visit www.towerfcu.org and
select ATMs/Branches or call 301-497-7000 or 800-787-8328.

9th Annual Boat Float

Summer Swim Team Registration is
May 1 – June 16
The Piranhas and Rapids summer swim teams welcome new and
returning swimmers to the 2012 season. Based out of the River
Hill Pool, the teams are open to swimmers aged preschool through
high school. Students districted to Pointers Elementary School
swim with the Pointers Run Piranhas, while students districted
to Clarksville Elementary School swim with the Pheasant Ridge
Rapids. Time trails are on June 16th. For more information on
each swim team, please visit the appropriate website or contact
the team manager.
Pointers Run Piranhas:
For information such as registration form, practice times, and
meet schedules go to www.eteamz.com/pointersrunpiranhas/.
Please feel free to send any questions you have to POswimManagers@gmail.com.
Pheasant Ridge Rapids:
Go to our website: www.rapidsswim.org to download the registration form, find practice and meet schedules, and other information about the team. Please feel free to send any questions you
have to gorapidsswim@gmail.com

T’ai Chi Chih Presentation
On Wednesday, June 13 at 7 p.m., there will be a presentation on
T’ai Chi Chih, a moving meditation that helps with grounding and
focus, relaxing the body, and quieting the mind, at the Columbia
Art Center. A few T’ai Chi Chih moves will be demonstrated, which
participants can practice on their own.

On Saturday, June 9, The Howard County Rotary Clubs are sponsoring the 9th Annual Howard County Board Float Cardboard
Boat Race. The race consists of designing and building a person(s)
powered, corrugated cardboard boat capable of racing a 200-yard
course. The festivities will begin at 9 a.m. at Lake Kittamaqundi.
For more information, call 443-517-3186.

Benefit for Vegan Outreach
Great Sage will be hosting a benefit day for Vegan Outreach on
Sunday, June 10. Enjoy great food and learn more about this nonprofit organization that promotes the welfare of animals. Ten percent of their daily sales will be donated to Vegan Outreach. Brunch
will be served from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., lite fare from 3 - 5 p.m., and
dinner from 5 - 9 p.m. Call 443-525-9400 for more information.
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COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS
Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting – Our
Passion is Our Pets
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday, overnight) New client Discount. Contact: C443-745-8309;
www.PetsittingMd.com; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Air Conditioning & Heating Made Easy
Need your Furnace or Heat Pump or Air Conditioner replaced?
Need a Humidifier or Air Cleaner? Call Donnie at 301-854-9994.
Licensed and Insured. River Hill resident. MD State HVACR
Lic#01-7754.

Math and Spanish Tutor
Math and Spanish Tutoring - $20.00/hr. Rising high school junior (Honor Roll) and rising college sophomore (Honor Roll) are
available to tutor. Can also assist with summer enrichment
books. Dependable, focused and experienced with excellent reference. 410-608-1913.

Maintain Your Property Year Round
Call 21st Century Lawn & Landscaping at 443-370-2470. Our
main services include: professional cuts, mulching, leaf removal
and snow removal. Visit www.21stcnturylawn.com and submit
your info for a free estimate.

Elementary Ready, Math and Writing
Tutor and Enrichment
Retired educator and instructional specialist with over 30 years
experience in education. Offering one-on-one instruction tailored
to your child’s learning needs. Also specializing in organizational
and study skills. Please call or email Linda Herriotts at 301-8733751 or herriotts1@verizon.net.

Private Basketball Training
Improve Your Game To the Next Level by Coach Chris Anderson.
AAU Elite Basketball Team. Reference Upon Request. Phone: 443310-7764. Email: coachchrismd@verizon.net.

Affordable Childcare Available
Flexible, live-in childcare available, just $345 per week for 45
hours of childcare. Application fee waived. English-speaking au
pairs with legal U.S. visas. Call Susan Dobrusin at 410-461-0606
or email susan.dobrusin@lcc.culturalcare.com for more information and promotion codes.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration!
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support including Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more.
Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771, bev@tsadvantage.
com, www.tsadvantage.com.
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Summer Tutor
Brown University Senior student looking to tutor Middle to High
School students in Math, English, Chemistry, Biology, SAT. Available: June to August. (H) 410-531-6778. lakir_patel@brown.edu

Tutor
One-on-one tutoring tailored to your child’s needs. Specializing in
reading and math. K-5th grade. Experienced teacher. Trained in
Orton Gillingham and phonographix. For more information call
Ginny Ward at 410-992-1885.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand running, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771,
bev@tsadvantage.com, www.tsadvantage.com.

Math Tutor Available
Maryland Junior Accounting Major, hired and trained Math Tutor
at UMD. Received 800 on Math SAT. Can tutor all math, especially
calculus. Able to do in-house tutoring. Contact Josh Taylor at jtaylor@umd.edu or 443-812-3098.
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