UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS:

Tree Care Seminar (Pg 8)
5/22: Ticks & Lyme Seminar (Pg 4)
6/11: Flea Market (Pg 16)
5/2:
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Columbia’s 50th Year

50,000 Daffodils Bloom, Festivities Underway

I

f you aren’t aware that Columbia is celebrating its 50th year, then you must
be living under a rock! While the actual birthday isn’t technically until June
21, a coordinated 27-week long celebration has already begun under the direction
of Columbia’s 50th Birthday Committee.
An abundance of community activities
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To our advertisers for supporting us!
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Catherine McLoughlin-Hayes, Long & Foster
Shun Lu Re/Max 100
Mike Friend, Home & Yard Services
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Northrop Team Real Estate
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Personal Computerworks, Inc.
Eileen Robbins / Long & Foster
Time Saver Advantage
Vanguard Orthodontics
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Westerlund / LeReve Real Estate
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.
Harry Witzke Funeral Home

supporting the theme Appreciate the Past.
Imagine the Future. are designed to draw
people together, much in the same manner that Jim Rouse, Columbia’s Founder,
did fifty years ago.
Rouse was a visionary ahead of his
time. The new town he imagined was one
that would be “economically diverse, polycultural, multifaith, and interracial.” His
eloquence for communicating those ideas
launched him into the national spotlight
in the 1960s and ’70s. Columbia now
finds itself at the forefront of much press
and media as the celebration of Columbia’s 50th garners attention from every
corner of the country due to it recently
being named the Best Small City in America by Money Magazine and the celebratory
events to mark its golden year.
The festivities began in March with a
special kick-off ceremony at The Mall in
Columbia and a parade of posters created
by artist Gail Holliday representing each of
the Columbia Villages. Some 50,000 daffodils have been seen blooming throughout
the villages of Columbia thanks to the bulb
donation last fall by the Columbia Associa-

Special thanks to River Hill’s Open Space crew
for planting this lovely daffodil display along
Great Star Drive between Fall Moon Ride and
Rippling Water Walk. It was enjoyed by many!
(photo by Kathy True.)
tion in preparation for the 50th Birthday.
A rainy Saturday in April saw the opening
of The Chrysalis, a neon sculpture near
Merriweather Post Pavilion that functions

Continued on Page 4

Association Seeks Teens Interested
in Making a Difference
One of the River Hill Community Association’s goals is to provide programs for
and involve residents of all ages. We have a
strong history of engaging local teens and
are currently seeking high schoolers interested in serving on the association’s Student Member Committee of the Board of
Directors and the Teen Advisory Committee (TAC). Both committees provide opportunities for teens to learn more about our

community, interact with a variety of residents, develop leadership skills, and build
on individual interests and strengths while
having fun. Applications are now available
for youth interested in serving for the September 1, 2017 – August 31, 2018 term.
Jennifer Zhang, a resident and student
at River Hill High School, has served as
the Student Member for two years and will

Continued on Page 5
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday
9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m.–Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.
Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org
Covenant Advisor:
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org
Facility Coordinator:
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org
Communications & Events Coordinator:
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Administrative Assistant:
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

RIVER HILL BOARD*
Robert Choi ...................................................................croblee@yahoo.com
Michael Cornell, Chair............................................................. 301-742-2761
Harjeet Singh Jandu............................................... janduharjeet@icloud.com
Mavourene Robinson........................................ succexecutives@gmail.com
Richard Thomas, Vice Chair ................................richthomas.rh@verizon.net
Jason Zagnit .................................................................... jzagnit@gmail.com
Liyan Zhang ............................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Jennifer Zhang (Student Committee)

Board Highlights . . .
April 3, 2017
• Maria O’Donell, CA Member Services, reviewed the new CA
membership structure and responded to questions.
• Approved rental rate changes for Claret Hall and the Meeting
Room effective May 1, 2017.
• Approved the purchase of chairs, tables, and a sign.
• Executive Session held: personnel matters.
• Minutes Approved: March 20, 2017.
April 17, 2017
• Wendy Balda (Wild Orange Gate) requested the Board’s assistance in obtaining landscaping to replace the vegetation that
was removed when the County performed work on the bioretention pond behind Wild Orange Gate and Hidden Waters Way.
• The Board interviewed the following residents interested in filling the open position on the Board: Matt Levine, Tony Miceli,
and Renee DuBois.
• Executive Session held: personnel matters.
• Minutes Approved: April 3, 2017.

Board Meeting Schedule
All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River Hill
Village Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on
the Friday prior to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident Speak-Out during each board
meeting. If you have written material you would like the
Board to review, please drop it by the village office by
the Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved minutes are available for review at the village office and on
the association’s website. For additional information,
please contact the village office. (Contact info at left.)
NEXT BOARD MEETINGS:
May 1 and June 5 at 7 p.m. Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board Meeting Agendas &
Minutes.

*Due to publication dates, this list is the FY17 Board of Directors. The list will be
updated for FY18 Board Members following the May 1, 2017 Board meeting.

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Chao Wu, superbwu@gmail.com

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com
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Columbia’s 50th,
from page 1
as a high-performance stage and public park pavilion, which was
dedicated to the people of Columbia for their use and enjoyment
for decades to come.
On Tuesday, May 9, a Founder’s Day event will be held from 9
a.m. to noon at Smith Theatre, Howard Community College, to celebrate the vision, leadership and legacy of James Rouse. Biographer Josh Olsen, author of Better Places, Better Lives: A Biography
of James Rouse will serve as moderator for the morning’s activities, and Harvard Professor of Urban Planning, Ann Forsyth, the
keynote speaker, will discuss “Health and Well-Being in Columbia:
Early Aims and Future Potential.” Following Forsyth’s presentation, a roundtable discussion will explore the topic of “Going Forward: Today’s Answers to Creating a Better City.” The event is free
and open to the public with advance registration encouraged via
www.columbiaMD50.com.
June is the official 50th Birthday Month and will be highlighted
by the “Architects of Air” attraction during the Columbia Lakefront
Festival. From Friday, June 16-Sunday, June 18, an unusual light
experience, the famed Katena Luminarium, which has thrilled audiences in Europe, will enthrall visitors with its radiant colors all
within a dazzling maze of winding paths and soaring domes. It’s an
experience not to be missed!
In between all of the major events, there is a calendar full of
concerts, workshops, galas, hikes, walking tours, art exhibits, and
more. This is your city, so be part of it and take advantage of all the
opportunities that come along with celebrating Columbia’s 50th.
The entire event calendar is available at www.columbiaMD50.org.
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Teens Needed, from page 1
graduate this spring. We are looking for one or two motivated student leaders from the village to fill Jennifer’s shoes. The Student
Members attend the monthly Board of Directors meetings, have an
advisory vote on issues, act as a liaison between their schools and
the association, and are responsible for chairing the TAC. Applicants must be rising juniors or seniors.
Membership on the TAC is open to local high schoolers who
want to work with other teens and contribute to the River Hill
community. The current TAC members are: Yamini Ananth, Brien
Boullé, Emily Chi, Amber Deng, Toby Eegholm, Megan Rabe,
Cindy Tian, Isabelle Zhan, and Andrew Zhang. The committee is
crucial to the success of many of the association-sponsored events
including Halloween, Breakfast with Santa, and Independence
Day Parade. Each year the TAC is charged with organizing at least
one event or program for the community. Through the years this
has included community clean-ups, an anti-bullying program for
children and parents, multi-cultural and arts events, teen coffeehouse nights, and more. Frequently these events are organized as
fundraisers to benefit non-profit organizations. This year the TAC
organized the very enjoyable Claret Hall Cook-Off held in March.
This event drew residents of all ages as chefs and tasters and resulted in 30 lbs. of non-perishable food collected and $84 raised
for the Howard County Food Bank.
The Village Board will appoint the members of both committees following an application and interview process. Applications
are available online at www.villageofriverhill.org or at Claret Hall.
The deadline for applications is May 31, 2017. For more information, contact the Village Manager, Susan Smith, at 410-531-1749
or manager@villageofriverhill.org.

Volunteers Needed for WorldRenowned Luminarium
Be an important part of helping to celebrate
Columbia’s 50th birthday in June. Volunteers are
needed to help with the spectacular Lakefest attraction: Architects of Air on June 16, 17, and 18.
This illuminated, interactive sculpture that people can enter and walk through will highlight the
Downtown Columbia Lakefront. Training sessions will be held on
June 7 and 15. For information or to apply please email Leslie@columbiafestival.com or call 410-871-8821.

Quick Tips for Avoiding Tax
Collection Scams
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) began using private collection agencies to collect overdue federal tax debts starting in April
2017. Unfortunately, con artists are likely to use this change to
trick individuals into paying money they do not owe. Remember
these tips to avoid being scammed:
• Back taxes can only be collected by specific agencies selected by
the IRS who are required to abide by the Fair Credit Debt Collection Practices Act.
• Before an approved agency calls you, the IRS will send you a
letter that gives you the name of the agency and information
on what you owe. The agency will then send a second, separate

May 2017 • The River Hill Villager • 5

confirmation letter. If you have not received written notice, don’t
trust callers demanding money for back taxes.
• Approved agencies may identify themselves as IRS contractors collecting taxes, but imposters will too. Only agree to pay
by using the IRS website or by sending a check directly to the
IRS (payable to “U.S. Treasury.”) Hang up if the caller: asks you
to send money to anyone other than the IRS or US Treasury;
requests your debit or credit card number; or tells you to pay
using prepaid debit cards, iTunes or gift cards.
• Approved private collection agencies are not authorized to take
criminal action against taxpayers and cannot threaten taxpayers with arrest or deportation.
• If you aren’t sure if you owe back taxes, check your IRS account
balance at: www.irs.gov/balancedue. If you are unable to pay
the full amount, set up a payment plan with the IRS.
For more information on the IRS’ use of private collection agencies and how to avoid tax collection calls, read the Howard County Office of Consumer Protection’s new factsheet posted at: www.
howardcountymd.gov/consumer. To file a complaint or request
this factsheet in an alternative format, call 410-313-6420 or email
consumer@howardcountymd.gov.

Presentation:
Anatomy of a Scam
Scams are everywhere these days and only seem to be increasing. Learn how to protect yourself at a presentation by the Howard
County Office of Consumer Protection and the Howard County Police on Wednesday, May 17 from 6:30-8:00 p.m. at The Other Barn

6 • The River Hill Villager • May 2017

in the Oakland Mills Village Center, 5851 Robert Oliver Place, Columbia. Topics discussed will include various types of scams including telephone, online, door-to-door, identity theft, skimming,
and online dating. The event is free and is one you surely won’t
want to miss. Registration is preferred by calling 410-730-4610 or
emailing manager@oaklandmills.org.

Bugs That Bite
Learn how to combat mosquitoes and ticks this summer! Danielle Bodner from the Columbia Association will be presenting a
tick and mosquito prevention information session on Monday,
May 22 from 7-8 p.m. at Claret Hall. This summer is predicted
to be an especially bad year for ticks. Residents will learn about
ticks in the area, tick prevention, and how to spot the symptoms
of Lyme disease. Also learn some interesting facts about mosquitoes and how to combat mosquito breeding in your neighborhood.
The event is free. Pre-register by calling 410-531-1749 or send an
email to newsletter@villageofriverhill.org.

Interested in Reducing Your
Energy Costs?
The Columbia Smart Energy Challenge, a six-month program
that began Jan. 1 and ends on June 30, encourages individuals to
improve comfort in their home while reducing energy bills through
home energy upgrades leveraging BGE’s Home Performance with
ENERGY STAR Program. An information session will be held on

Short on time?
Let us be your extra set of hands!
•
•
•
•

Party Support
Decluttering/Relocating
Errands & Waiting
Small Business Support

Beverly Johnston

Lisa Nichols

Elaine Masker

410-428-6771
www.tsadvantage.com
bev@tsadvantage.com
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Thursday, June 8 at 7 p.m. at Kahler Hall in Harper’s Choice,
5440 Old Tucker Row, Columbia. Participants will learn how they
can reduce cold drafts, health hazards and energy costs in their
home, as well as, find out how energy is being wasted or lost and
ways to save energy through small improvements.
The Smart Energy Challenge provides additional incentives to
residents as a way to raise awareness and increase the number
of audits conducted.
Join the Columbia Smart Energy Challenge to receive:
• Home energy audits for $100 (a $400 value).
• Rebates to cut the cost of energy improvements by 50 percent
(up to $2,000 total).
• Earn $50 when you refer a friend who completes an energy
audit.
• Help your neighbors! Any village that completes at least 10 energy audits during the challenge will have a celebration — with
100 free LED lightbulb giveaways to residents.
To sign up for an energy audit, visit RetrofitBaltimore.com/
Columbia. For more information on the Columbia Smart Energy
Challenge, contact Allie Busching at 410-929-6139 or ABusching@RetrofitBaltimore.org.

“Exploring Columbia on Foot”
Walk Schedule
Get outside and enjoy nature while discussing the history
and future of the wonderful outdoor settings throughout Columbia. Award-winning environmental author, Ned Tillman, will once
again lead the “Exploring Columbia on Foot” series of walks. Each

walk will be about two miles long and include four to five stops
along the way to discuss the area. Try to do a few of the walks as
they are a great way to get some exercise and learn more about
our town.
The walks will be held on nine Thursdays and one Saturday
from March through October. Most walks will begin at 10 a.m.;
the walk at The Mall in Columbia begins at 8:30 a.m. Registration is not required. The schedule of walks and meeting locations
includes:
• Thurs., May 4, Owen Brown, meet at Lake Elkhorn (Dockside
parking lot)
• Thurs., May 18, Oakland Mills – meet at Thunder Hill Neighborhood Center (5134 Thunder Hill Road)
• Thurs., June 1, River Hill – meet at Claret Hall (6020 Daybreak
Circle)
• Sat., June 24, The Mall in Columbia (8:30am) – meet at the
Plaza in front of Season’s 52 (10300 Little Patuxent Parkway)
• Thurs., July 13, Long Reach – meet at Jeffers Hill Neighborhood Center (6030 Tamar Drive)
• Thurs., Aug. 31, Kings Contrivance – meet at Huntington Pool
(7625 Murray Hill Road)
• Thurs., Sept. 14, Harper’s Choice – meet at Hobbits Glen Pool
(11130 Willow Bottom Drive)
• Thurs., Oct. 12, Downtown Columbia – meet at Lakefront Plaza
(10275 Little Patuxent Parkway)
• Thurs., Oct. 26, Hickory Ridge – meet at Hawthorn Center
(6175 Sunny Spring)
For more information, contact CA’s Open Space Management
Division at Open.Space@ColumbiaAssociation.org or 410-3126330.
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Caring Corner
Only Rain Down the Drain
Thanks to Joe Hobbs, residents in the Pointers Run neighborhood may have noticed some
changes and are thinking about
how they can help. Joe, who is a
member of Boy Scout Troop 618
and working on a badge, recently stenciled storm drains in his
neighborhood to raise awareness and remind residents that
everything we do in our “backyard” is connected to the condition of our local streams, rivers
and eventually the Chesapeake Bay. As stormwater runs from
roofs, yards, driveways, roads, and sidewalks it picks up excess
nutrients, sediment, trash, pet waste and other pollutants that
are then carried into our waterways. As part of planning the
project, Joe coordinated with the Chesapeake Bay Foundation,
the Bureau of Highways, and the Association. The storm drains
along Best Times Path, Bright Memory Drive, Garden Walk, Glorious Light Place, and Morning Light Trail now bear a constant
reminder of the role that each of us plays in improving water
quality. Thanks to Joe for caring about the environment, helping to educate the community, and encouraging all of us to do
our part to reduce pollution!

Bike to Work Day
The Baltimore Metropolitan Council (BMC) is excited to celebrate the 20th annual Bike to Work Day in the Baltimore region
on Friday, May 19. The celebration will feature hundreds of cyclists at more than 30 events in the morning throughout the region. Howard County will host a Bike to Work Day event from 7-9
a.m. at Whole Foods on 10275 Little Patuxent Parkway, Columbia. Participants will enjoy free crepes for breakfast, free Bike to
Work Day T-shirts, raffles and prizes while celebrating the most
fun, healthy and green way to get to work. For details, contact the
Howard County Office of Transportation at 410-313-4312 and follow the Howard County Office of Transportation on Facebook for
up-to-date information.

Orthodontics for Adolescents, Children, and Adults
Offering the latest in orthodontic
technology including Invisalign,
Invisalign Teen, and esthetic
(clear) braces.
Free initial consultation,
evening hours available.

Offices in River Hill,
Maple Lawn, and Columbia

410-381-1077
www.VanguardSmiles.com

Drs. Byron & David Bonebreak, Board Certified Orthodontists

10 • The River Hill Villager • May 2017

River Hill’s Newest Residents
Congratulations to the
Nahar Family on the birth of
their twin daughters, Sasha
and Zara, on February 10.
Big brother, Veer, is “thrilled
to become a brother of not
just one, but two little sisters.” According to proud
parents, Vikas and Isha, “We are thankful for one but got double
the fun!”
If you have exciting news to share and would like it to be included in the newsletter, please send the announcement to us at
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org.

Tip of the Month

River Hill Watershed
Committee Gets $7,820 Grant
The Chesapeake Bay Trust (CBT) has awarded the River Hill
Watershed Committee $7,820. We need you to help us spend it.
The CBT received requests totaling more than $2.3 million for
its Outreach and Restoration Grant program but had only $1.3
million available, so the RH Watershed Committee is very grateful
and fortunate to receive the grant.
The funding comes entirely from Howard County’s Stormwater Solutions program, which is part of a federal mandate to clean
up stormwater runoff that travels downstream to the Chesapeake
Bay. Howard County and other jurisdictions previously had voluntary programs, but those efforts had always fallen short of what
was needed to improve water quality in our watershed. Howard
County asked the CBT to administer its grant program this year.
So, the River Hill Watershed Committee’s work, within the Lower
Middle Patuxent watershed, is part of this much larger effort to
clean up after ourselves. All the projects will be added to the Howard County Streammapper App in order to track projects close to
Howard County waterways.
The committee is still working with the CBT to finalize the projects, but the chief contenders are:
• Rain gardens: Rain gardens are strategically located bowlshaped depressions in the ground filled with native plants.
Polluted runoff from parking lots, roads, roofs and other hard
surfaces soaks into the rain garden instead of heading directly
for storm drains. We plan to buy plants, compost and other ma-

Visit our new website
riverhill.shopkimco.com

Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052

Nouvel Nail Spa
443-535-8866

Subway
410-531-7982

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Everett Jewelers
410-531-7990

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

Tower Federal Credit Union
301-497-7000

Giant Food
410-531-7831

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

The UPS Store
410-531-9861

GNC
410-531-1426

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

River Hill Sports
Grille
410-531-7900

Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860
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terials for at least two rain gardens. Possible locations include
Clarksville Middle School and near the community center at
the River Hill outdoor pool. We are also always open to community suggestions for projects. Send ideas to us at newsletter@
villageofriverhill.org.
• Pull & plant events: Twice a year, we select an area to clear aggressive invasive plants and replace them with natives. We plan
to use some of the grant to purchase native plants, which are
more resistant to drought, freezing and diseases, and, once established, require less water, less fertilizer, fewer pesticides and
other maintenance than non-natives. These plants –including Joe Pye weed, creeping phlox, witch-hazel, golden ragwort,
sensitive fern and redbud trees – support local bees, butterflies
and other pollinators and attract beneficial insects that are
food for native birds.
• Education and community outreach: Our stream cleanups and
community seminars, planting days and monthly tips, displays
and Facebook posts are all designed to show how each of us
can improve the health of our watershed – and, by extension,
our own health. We’ll use part of the grant money to buy more
black-eyed Susan seeds to distribute at the July 4 parade.
Planting seeds of our state flower is an easy way for young children to become involved in improving our watershed.
These projects are where YOU come in. For starters, we always need volunteers for our projects. (Please “Like” the River Hill
Watershed Committee on Facebook to get updates.) Families are
welcome at our events, and students can earn community service hours. In addition, our goal is to engage the community and
draw attention to practices and projects that create healthy watersheds. We hope our planting areas will inspire homeowners to

replace portions of expansive lawns with landscaping or rain gardens that use native groundcovers, trees, shrubs, and flowers. By
changing our perspectives about what constitutes the “perfect”
yard and community spaces, we can all help slow runoff and clean
up our watershed.

Watershed Moments
• Check out our display at Kendall Hardware about proper
mulching techniques. Avoid mulch madness (by not letting
mulch touch tree bark) and achieve mulch marvelousness.
• Native plants will be on sale at Kendall Hardware on Saturday,
May 13.
• Stop by our ongoing Pull & Plant project on the pathway southeast of the Columbia Gym and near Quiet Ways Court (GPS
coordinates: 39.208975, -76.931830 ). We’ve been pulling invasives, mainly multiflora rose, mile-a-minute, garlic mustard,
honeysuckle and autumn olive, and planting natives, such as
creeping phlox, serviceberry, ferns, witch-hazel, pawpaw and
much more.
• Homeowners, keep in mind that Columbia will pay 75 percent
of a rain garden’s installation cost. The Columbia Association
also has a landscape firm on contract for the installations. In
addition, for qualifying rain gardens, the county offers a 20
percent credit on the Watershed Protection fee and reimbursement for up to 50 percent of costs. For information, contact:
john.mccoy@columbiaassociation.org about the Columbia program and Rachel Beebe at rbeebe@howardcountymd.gov about
the county program.

Sell Your Home Fast And For Top Dollar With The Shun Lu Team
N
COMING SOO
CLARKS GLEN $839,900
6572 Ballymore Lane,
Clarksville. Stunning single
family home. 5 bedrooms,
3.5 bathrooms. Beautifully
updated. Breathaking
walkout basement. About
4800 sq ft total living area.

N
COMING SOO

CLARKS GLEN
6412 Erin Dr., Clarksville
Extensively and beautifully
updated Colonial
5 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms
Daylight walkout basement
About 3500 SQ FT Total
Living Area

ACT
UNDER CONTR

ACT
UNDER CONTR

RIVER HILL $785,500
Under Contract in 6 Days!
6122 Trotter Ridge Court, Columbia

RIVER HILL $595,000
7044 Garden Walk
Columbia

YS
SOLD IN 5 DA

RIVER HILL $700,000
$25k Higher Than Full Price
12117 Flowing Water Tr., Clarksville

YS
SOLD IN 5 DA

SOLD IN 3 WEEKS
CATTAIL OVERLOOK $ 1,099,000
CLARKS GLEN NORTH $710,000 14820 Meriwether Dr., Glenelg
$25k Higher Than Full Price
6116 Syracuse Ct., Clarksville

SOLD
SOLD IN 3 DAYS, $21K
WALNUT CREEK $1.205M
HIGHER THAN FULL PRICE
$6000 Higher Than Full Price
6805 Creekside Rd.,
5007 Crape Myrtle Ct, Ellicott City
Clarksville

SOLD IN 4 DAYS
$545,000
The highest sold price
of River Hill Condo
Townhomes in recent years
6013 Helmsman Way,
Clarksville

Shun Lu, Ph.D, Re/Max 100
Top 1% of Realtors Nationwide
A Resident of Clarksville

410-440-7738 (C)
410-730-6100 (O)

Email: ShunLu@ReMax.net | Web: ShunLuTeam.com
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Architectural News
RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION & DEADLINE
Submit Application By

For Meeting On

Next RAC Meeting

April 7, 2017

May 3, 2017

May 17, 2017

April 21, 2017

May 17, 2017

May 5, 2017

June 7, 2017

May 19, 2017

June 21, 2017

June 16,2017

July 5, 2017

6437 Onward Trail
		
12125 Flowing Water Trail
		

June 30, 2017

July 19, 2017

July 14, 2017
July 28, 2017
August 11, 2017
August 25, 2017
September 8, 2017

August 2, 2017
August 16, 2017
September 6, 2017
September 20, 2017
October 4, 2017

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

Fridays by 12 Noon

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review
and recommendation meetings age generally held at 7:30
p.m. at Claret Hall. The sign-in sheet is available at 7 p.m.
and Applications are reviewed in the order that applicants
sign in. Applicants should bring any supplemental documentation, application amendments, or additional information that the RAC may have requested. Residents are
encouraged to attend the RAC review meeting.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained
at www.villageofriverhill.org under Covenants in the menu
bar; or at Claret Hall. Agendas are published in the Villager when the publication schedule permits. RAC meeting
agendas are posted at the Village office and on the website.
Please allow 5-6 weeks for the entire application process.
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Drainage, Tree Removal,
Retaining Walls
Patio, Retaining Wall, Fire Pit, Steps,
Ceiling Fan

AC Decisions
May 3, 2017
Pending
6413 Autumn Sky Way
6309 Enchanted Key Gate

Tree Removals
Fence

April 19, 2017
Approved
5856 Indian Summer Drive
6417 Onward Trail
		
6409 Liquid Laughter Lane
6315 Victorious Song Lane
6473 River Run

Fence
Walkway, Exterior Lighting,
Landscaping
Playhouse
Front Steps, Landing, Walkway
Tree Removals

Kevin W. Gordon
Agent

5570 Sterret Place Suite 202
Columbia, MD 21044-2649
Bus 443-542-5230
Fax 442-979-7707
www.agentkg.com
kevin@agentkg.com
The best compliment you can give is a referral.

Architectural News
Disapproved
6409 Liquid Laughter Lane

Shed

April 5, 2017
Approved
12188 Flowing Water Trail
5934 Fall Moon Ride
6417 Empty Song Road
		
7070 Garden Walk
		

Walkway, Patio, Shed, Lighting
Deck: Expansion & Material Change
Tree Removal, Patio, Retaining Wall,
Drainage
Tree Removals, Basketball
Equipment

FAST TRACK
Approved
6628 Towering Oak Path
6473 River Run
6313 Morning Time Lane
6524 Radiant Gleam Way
5736 Whistling Winds Walk
12117 Hidden Waters Way

Color Change: Roof; Gutter Guards
Tree Removals
Rain Garden
Window Addition
Deck: Material Change
Tree Removal

Keep up with
neighborhood news
& community events!
Join Claret Hall’s email list wth the
tap of a few keys on your phone.
Simply text CLARETHALL to
22828 to get started.
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Architectural News
Tips for Cleaning Siding and
Brick Veneer

to skip that step for too long or the finish will start to look discolored and everything that touches it will stick. The same thing happens to your home.

Cleaning Vinyl Siding

Cleaning Wood Siding

Cleaning vinyl siding is one of the easiest types of pressure
washing projects but certain steps should be taken to ensure the
work lasts for an extended period of time. One of the misconceptions about pressure washing houses covered with vinyl siding is
that a simple cleansing is all that’s required. When the main reason for cleaning the house is to remove mildew, a mild solution of
1 quart of bleach, ¾ of a gallon of water and a small amount of detergent should be used. Scrub the areas with a soft-bristled, longhandled brush. If scrubbing with a brush is going to be too much
work, you can wash your siding with a power washer, which can
be rented at your local home improvement store or other equipment rental business. Most homes can be pressure washed with a
2200 psi or higher washer.
To keep vinyl siding looking new for a longer period of time, a
wax mix should be added to the cleaning process which will help
the vinyl resist the growth of mildew as well as reduce the amount
of dirt that sticks to the siding. Adding the wax into the cleaning
process will save you money and help your home win the battle
against dirt, algae and especially mildew. It will also protect the
vinyl siding from the elements of nature. Think of it as if you were
applying wax to your car to protect the finish. You wouldn’t want

Air and water born mold,
fungus, and mildew spores
can attach themselves to
the exterior of your home.
This can cause your naturally finished wood siding to
show the effects of dry rot.
Dry rot stains and the siding becomes dark and dingy.
Left unattended the siding will split and rot, leaving replacement
of the damaged boards as the only option. To prevent wood rot, be
sure your wood is treated with oil or stain. Certain types of wood
such as cedar, redwood, and cypress withstand the elements better than others and will last longer. However, they will need to
be painted or re-stained every few years to keep their longevity.
Professional companies offer steam cleaning or pressure washing for wood siding or you can wash your siding yourself with a
power washer, which can be rented at your local home improvement store or other equipment rental business. But be careful!
Too much pressure from a washer can ruin your wood and it does
remove paint, so be prepared to paint again. Most homes can be
pressure washed with a 2200 psi or higher washer. You can also
wash your wood with a soft-bristled brush and a solution of dish
or laundry detergent and water. If mildew is present, use a solution of 1 quart of bleach, ¾ of a gallon of water and a small amount
of detergent. Scrub the areas with a soft-bristled, long-handled
brush. Paint dealers also sell mildewcide that can be used to clean
wood siding.

Cleaning Brick Veneer
Spray the brick veneer thoroughly with a garden hose, starting
at the top and working your way down. This removes loose soil or
debris, and prepares the bricks for cleaning. Dip a long-handled,
stiff scrub brush into a cleaning solution which contains a nontoxic mold killer. Scrub the brick veneer, starting at the top and
working your way down. Use a ladder if necessary. Rinse the brick
veneer thoroughly with the garden hose, starting at the top and
working down. No cleaning solution should remain on the bricks.
Allow the brick veneer to air dry.

Cleaning Aluminum Siding
You should maintain your aluminum siding by annually hosing it off and by cleaning any surface stains, such as grass stains,
with a non-abrasive cleaner. A good hose or pressure washer can
make your aluminum siding look like new if you tend to it annually. Mix together 1/3 of a cup of laundry detergent with six gallons of water and you’ve got yourself a cleaning solution that will
wash away most dirt and grime. Use a soft-bristled brush, clean
the siding well, and then hose it off. When using a pressure washer, though, make sure you’re using low pressure or the aluminum
will dent.
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Spring Classes in River Hill

School News

Chinese Wushu (Meeting Room)

#choose2Bkind

Sat ongoing
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Call 240-247-7048 or email uscwi@uschinesewushu.com.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
W ongoing
11-11:45 a.m.
Ages 0-5
Th ongoing
10-10:45 a.m.
Ages 0-5
For information visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com or call
301-758-0304.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
7:30-8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Triathlean (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
7:15-8:15 p.m.
For information call 301-213-9670 or
email dserpico34@outlook.com.

Yoga (Meeting Room)
W ongoing
6-7 p.m.
		
7-8 p.m.
Email CrowderYogaFitness@gmail.com.

beginner
intermediate

Zumba (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
9:30-10:30 a.m.
		
6:00-7:00 p.m.
Call 410-245-5900 or email msmarialk@gmail.com to register.

Do You Have News for The Villager?
If you have an article idea or photos you’d like to share,
please contact our Newsletter Coordinator Jennifer Lynott:

newsletter@villageofriverhill.com

18 • The River Hill Villager • May 2017

HCPSS is partnering with the Howard County Library System
#choose2Bkind project.
Choose Civility is an ongoing community-wide initiative, led by
Howard County Library System, to position Howard County as a
model of civility. The initiative intends to enhance respect, empathy, consideration and tolerance in Howard County and with all
those that we reach. Because little things we do during the day
can make our community stronger and can inspire others to pay
those kindnesses forward, this year’s Civility theme is Kindness
Creates Community.
Download the Random Acts of Civility calendar, pick up your
Random Acts of Civility packet at any Howard County Library System branch, or make up your own Random Acts of Civility, then
share your Acts and be a part of our year of kindness in Howard
County!
Email a short description or a photo of your Random Acts of
Civility to kindness@choosecivility.org.
Use #choose2Bkind to capture them on social media. At the
end of the year, submissions will be compiled into an eBook.
Everyone within our community, as well as other communities around the nation, is invited to participate. Look for the
choose2Bkind logo on the front sidewalk of River Hill High School
and be sure to check out the website with further information at
www.choosecivility.org.

Home & Yard Services
Leaf Removal • Gutter Cleaning
Property Clean-up • Weeding
Landscape • Tree • Fence • Deck
Whole house clean-out to sell/rent

Mike 410-290-9728

School News
HCPSS to Host Family
Resource Fair
The Howard County Public School System will host a Family
Resource Fair for students age birth to 21 receiving special education and early intervention services and their families on Saturday May 6 from 10 a.m.–2 p.m., at the Cedar Lane School, 11630
Scaggsville Road in Fulton. The event is sponsored by HCPSS Special Education and Early Intervention Services, and will feature
more than 50 local vendors and service providers.
Along with games and other fun activities, participants can
explore community and school system services, resources and
tools available to families. Participants can also learn about wellness and health-related activities; physical therapy and adapted
PE programs; camps and activities for kids with special needs;
and information about speech, hearing, vision, and developmental and social disabilities.
The event is free and open to the public. More information, and
a list of vendors and services represented, can be found online at
www.hcpss.org.

Fall Sports Information for
High School Athletes
The fall sports season for Howard County Public Schools begins on August 9. Those planning on trying out for a fall sport
must have a 2.0 GPA with no more than one failing grade for the
marking period. All prospective student-athletes will need the following: current physical dated after April 1, 2017, Athletic Participation form, copy of Birth Certificate, proof of residency such
as a BGE bill, phone bill, etc., and Sudden Cardiac Arrest form.
All forms can be downloaded at www.hcpss.org.
In addition, all student athletes must be insured and must
have concussion testing prior to the first practice, except for Golf
and Cross Country. Concussion testing is good for 2 years.
All outstanding student obligations must be rectified prior to
August 10 tryouts for all student-athletes.

Congratulations to Student
Essay Contest Winners!
Earlier this year, the Association sponsored a student essay contest with the
theme “My Favorite Thing
About Living in River Hill.”
We received several entries from students in Kindergarten through Grade
12 and are pleased to announce the winners:
• Andie Rahman, 2nd
grade;
• Charan Bala, 4th grade;
• Ashley Chen, 10th
grade.
Each of the winners
were presented with Amazon gift cards. Here is the
winning essay from the K-2
category written by Andie
Rahman:

Why it is Great to
Live in River Hill
There are paths that lead to different tot-lots. And if you get
lucky, you might get to see a friend from school! In the tot-lot that I
like, there is a swing, slide, monkey bars, and more. My sister and
I even found a secret passageway near the tot-lot.
— By: Andie Rahman, 2nd grade
Upcoming issues of The Villager will feature the other winning
entries. Congratulations to all of the winners and thanks to all of
those that participated! The committee enjoyed reading all of the
essays and found it very difficult to select only one winner from
each age-group.
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AROUND TOWN
Farmers Market
Thursdays weekly beginning May 11, 3-7 p.m. at the new Clarksville Commons shopping center, across from the River Hill Village
Center in Clarksville. Shop for fresh produce from local farmers.
For details, call 410-313-6500 or visit www.howardcountyfarmersmarkets.com.

Dog Day Afternoon
Sat., May 13, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at Columbia Dog Park, 5901 Rivendell Lane, Columbia. People and their canine pals are invited to
an afternoon of games, treats, and entertaining activities. Area
pet vendors will be on hand to supply information on keeping our
pets healthy and happy. A pet supply drive will be held to benefit
a local nonprofit. Free admission. Open to the public. For event
information, activity pricing and supply drive listing, visit ColumbiaAssocication.org/DogDay or call 410-423-4102. Only cash will
be accepted during Dog Day Afternoon. Rain date: Sat., May 20.

Wine in the Woods
Sat., May 20, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. and Sun. May 21, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. at
Symphony Woods, Columbia. Celebrate the 25th year of the largest wine festival in Maryland. Sample a variety of wines, purchase
food from an abundance of distinctive restaurants and caterers,
attend wine education seminars, purchase works of art and spe-
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cialty craft items, and enjoy continuous live entertainment from
musical acts on two stages. For 21 and over. Photo i.d. required.
Designated driver ticket program is offered. Tickets available at
wineinthewoods.com or by calling 410-313-7275. The event is
held rain or shine.

St. Louis Church Concert Series
Sun., May 7, 4 p.m. at St. Louis Church, 12500 Clarksville Pike,
Clarksville. A diverse program of musical offerings including
chamber, choral, and vocal music will be presented during a concert to posthumously honor the life and legacy of Fred Beaudoin,
choir director from 1985-2007. Free. Additional information can
be found at stlconcertseries.org, or by contacting events@stlconcertseries.org or 443-535-1691.

Whipps Plant Sale
Fri., May 19 and Sat., May 20 starting at 8 a.m. at First Evangelical Lutheran Church (corner of Chatham and Frederick Avenue,
Ellicott City). Shop for many hard-to-find perennials, natives, registered daylilies, rain garden plants, and many other plants donated by Master Gardeners. For more information, call 410-274-7795
or email agravelle@verizon.net. Visit www.whippsgardencemetery.
org for details.

AROUND TOWN
Community Dialogue Circles
Mon., May 8, 7-8 p.m. at Central Branch Library, South Entrance
Road, Columbia. Discuss divisive issues in a respectful and productive manner as part of the Choose Civility event offerings sponsored by the Howard County Library System. Share ideas, listen,
and be heard in a small group setting. Practice constructive dialogue and conflict resolution strategies that you can carry forward
and apply in everyday interactions. Space is limited; registration
required. Register at hclibrary.org or by calling 410-313-7800.
Presented in partnership with the Mediation and Conflict Resolution Center at Howard Community College and #OneHoward.

PJ Library Family Picnic
Sun., May 21, 4-6 p.m. at Cedar Lane Park East, Columbia. Wrap
up the school year with PJ Library in Howard County at their family picnic. Bring a picnic dinner and enjoy tine with your friends
and family. The afternoon includes PJ story time, a moon bounce,
crafts, frozen treats and more. Free. Sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Howard County. Register at www.associated.org/PJPicnic.

Native Plant Sale
Sun., May 7, 12-4:30 p.m. at Robinson Nature Center, 6692
Cedar Lane, Columbia. Come shop the native plant sale! By
planting natives and properly caring for your plants, you can
save on the cost of water, fertilizer and pesticides while providing a habitat for butterflies, insects and other local wildlife.
A portion of proceeds from the sale of all plants benefits educational programs at the Nature Center. Master Gardeners will be on
hand to answer questions. Children must be accompanied by an
adult at all times. Free and open to all ages. See a list of vendors
at www.howardcountymd.gov/PlantNatives.

Rep Stage Presents: Dorian’s Closet
Through May 14, times vary at Howard Community College Studio Theatre, 10901 Little Patuxent Parkway, Columbia. Dorian’s
Closet is a new musical based on the life of the legendary female
impersonator Dorian Corey. The story is a fictionalized account of
Dorian’s life and what leads to the discovery of a mummified body
in her Harlem apartment after her death in the early 1990’s. Confronted with ridicule and prejudice, Dorian persisted in her lifelong quest for love and fame. From Dorian’s early days in New York
City, through her rise to height of the Harlem ball scene and Mother of the House of Corey, the musical journey explores just how far
we will go to make our dreams a reality. Visit www.repstage.org for
information and to purchase tickets.

High School XBOX ONE Challenge
Fri., May 12, 6 p.m. at The Barn, Columbia’s Youth and Teen Center, 5835 Robert Oliver Place, Columbia. High School students can
compete in an evening of XBOX ONE mania. Games being played
are Madden17, FIFA17, 2K17, and Rocket League. Prizes and fun!
Sponsored by CA’s Teen Advisory Committee. Call 410-992-3726
for more information and to register. Deadline to sign up is May 9.

“Strangers in The Night: A 1950’s
Cocktail Party”
Sat., June 3, 7-11 p.m. at Historic Oakdale Manor, 16449 Edwin
Warfield Road, Woodbine. This fundraiser to benefit the Howard
County Historical Society will feature a whiskey sour welcome,
Sinatra sing-along, food, drinks, a Tiki bar, cigar tasting, whiskey tasting, blackjack tables, charades and trivia, dance lessons,
celebrity guests, a photo booth, costume contest and more. Early
bird tickets are $85 per person through May 15, $100 per person
thereafter. For more information, visit www.hchsmd.org or call
410-480-3250.

Casino Night
Sat., May 13, 6:30-11 p.m. at Howard Community College, Kittleman Room, 10901 Little Patuxent Parkway, Columbia. Fundraiser to benefit Champions Against Cancer, whose mission is to give
a sense of normalcy to children who have a parent/caregiver with
cancer, features a fun night of gaming, dinner and drinks at their
second annual Casino Night. Gaming tables including Black Jack,
Roulette, Craps and Texas Hold ‘Em will be available. $75 per person includes food, beer, wine, and gaming coupons. Win awesome
raffle prizes such as TVs, cameras, jewelry, sports tickets and
more! All proceeds help fund scholarships for high school seniors
who have a parent with cancer. Visit ChampsAgainstCancer.org
for more information and to purchase tickets or email championsagainstcancer@gmail.com to inquire.

Art History Lecture: “Which -ism is it?”
Thurs,. May 4 and 11, 10 a.m.-noon at Columbia Art Center, 6100
Foreland Garth, Columbia. This two session course with Ann
Wiker, Artist and Instructor for Johns Hopkins Osher Program
and Howard Community College, provides a “refresher” on the history of art styles including Impressionism, Fauvism, Expressionism, Surrealism, Dada, Minimalism and more. $55 for Columbia
residents, $65 for nonresidents. For information or to register, call
410-730-0075 or visit www.ColumbiaArtCenter.org.

Something to Sell, a Service to Offer, or an
Event You’d Like Advertised?
Why not buy a Classified Ad? Just $10 for residents.
Contact: newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
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CLASSIFIEDS
Beginning Stained Glass Classes

Tutor

Tuesdays – May 16 through June 27 in Clarksville. 6:30-9:00 p.m.
Cost $210. Limited to 5 special kindred spirits. Register now. Call
Loki at 301-854-0220.

Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder, High Functioning Autism, Advocate; all ages (K-12); specializing in organizational skills, study skills, time management, reading/writing
process, reading skills, all with application to content material at
any level. SAT/ACT reading and English areas. Background: Special Education Coordinator for school based programs. Howard
County resident. 301-922-6827 or email InsightsEd@gmail.com.

Vacation Rental Homes Near Disney
5 bedroom/5.5 bath pool home, 3 bedroom/3 bath condo. Waterpark, golf, tennis, spa, restaurants, and more. Golf-front and professionally decorated. Discounts available for local residents. Call
410-292-2096 for rates/availability.

Math Tutor
Interested in keeping math skills sharp over the summer or preparing for the SAT or ACT? I can tutor all levels up to Calculus II;
$30/hour, will come to your home. Call Nick 443-878-6870.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting
“Our Passion is Your Pets”
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact:
www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture. Art, Silver,
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+ yr experience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic
Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

“Like” River Hill
Community Association
on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/
RiverHillCommunityAssociation

Nanny/Babysitter
College student able to provide nanny or babysitting services this
summer. Reasonable rates, willing to provide transportation, prepare meals, and work evenings. Experienced. References available. Call Kelsea at 443-878-7658.

Babysitters
NAME
Alyza Berson

ADDRESS		 PHONE NO.
Swift Current Way
443-812-5742

Mycah Berson

Swift Current Way

443-812-5791

Jennifer Bleakney

Waving Tree Court

410-531-5391

Paige Cohen 		

240-470-6158

Giuliana Del Buono

410-707-3430 (c)

Distant Thunder Trail

Kyla Clark

Great Star Drive

301-332-0370

Molly Farrell

Tall Timber Drive

443-995-7330

Murphy Freal **

Fleets of Time Court

410-935-7145

Abii Gannon

White Marble Court

240-383-6527

Casey Greenberg

Fairest Dream Lane

410-531-0331

Natalie Greenlee

Indian Summer Drive

240-620-6053

Cedar Kennedy**

Countless Stars Run

443-805-7581

Kelly Long

Tall Timber Drive

410-531-3357

Laura Mason

Shining Stars Lane

410-733-7566

Miranda Mazzella*

White Pebble Path

410-531-7899

Marissa Mazzella**

White Pebble Path

410-531-7899

Alison Orlosky**

Autumn Wind Circle

410-531-3934

Jacob Recht
Evening Company Cir.
			

410-531-5236 (h)
410-302-9258 (c)

Hannah Rosen

410-531-5275

South Wind Circle

Karenna Sarney
Quiet Night Ride
(Karenna.sarney@gmail.com)

410-531-2492(h)
410-294-4856 (c)

Allison Siil **

410-531-5624

Western Star Run

Caroline Siil **

Western Star Run

410-531-5624

Liana Toy

Grateful Heart Gate

443-718-8720

Sarah Winchell
River Run
			
* CPR/First Aid Trained ** CPR/First Aid Certified
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410-531-0135 (h)
443-745-7571 (c)

PRETTY IN PINK

The annual Searching for
Spring egg hunt felt more
like winter, but children
still had a wonderful time
creating crafts and looking
for treasure-filled eggs
along the miniature golf
course at the Columbia
Sports Park.

MAKING A GREEN DIFFERENCE

The River Hill Watershed Advisory Committee
and an army of volunteers recently spent a
sunny Sunday pulling invasives and replacing
them with native plants in the area behind Quiet
Ways Court. Wondering why this is so important?
Natives support local bees, butterflies and other
pollinators and attract beneficial insects that
are food for native birds. If you are interested
in finding out more, check out the River Hill
Watershed Advisory Committee’s page on
Facebook and be on the lookout for their Tip of
the Month in every issue of The Villager.
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