River Hill’s Resident Architectural
Committee has been disbanded
due to lack of volunteers.
Can you help? See page 16.
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Looking Back and Looking Ahead:

Serving My Community as Student Member of the
River Hill Board of Directors
By Jennifer Zhang

Long before I heard about the River Hill
Teen Advisory Committee (RHTAC), I remember seeing my brother standing in one
of the parade cars, handing out candy to
my neighbors cheering at the sides of the
street and playing the national anthem on
his saxophone. Awed but confused, questions such as: “Was handing out candy really that fun?” and “Why was he up there
anyway?” repeated themselves in my puzzled thoughts. Much later, I learned that

Thanks!
To our advertisers for supporting us!
Champions Against Cancer
Drs. Byron & David Bonebreak
Collen Brothers Services
Columbia Family Eye Care
Columbia Tree & Lawn
Mike Friend Home & Yard Services
Handyman from Heaven
Hilltop Child Care Center
JFK Landscaping
Kimco Realty
Kumon North America
Shun Lu Re/Max 100
Peg Mellen / Vacation Specialist
Northrop Team Real Estate
PCF Management
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
River Hill Garden Center
Eileen Robbins / Long & Foster
Westerlund / LeReve Real Estate
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.

One of the events the Teen Advisory Committee helps to plan is the annual 4th of July Parade.
Pictured here are Parade Coordinator, Barbara Wertmann and Student Member of the Board,
Jennifer Zhang.
he was a member of the RHTAC, a teen
group focused on promoting volunteer opportunities and community spirit in the
Village of River Hill and encouraging teen
involvement through planning and implementing teen events and programs.
As a toddler, I decided that I would try
to emulate my brother in all ways possible, especially if it meant I could hand out
candy to my friends and neighbors and
make them smile genuinely in return. This
was the beginning of my desire to become
a member of the RHTAC.

I have been a RHTAC member since
the summer after eighth grade, and it has
been about three years serving my community, having fun with my fellow teen
members and becoming more involved in
River Hill events. This past year, I was appointed as the Chair of the committee and
Student Member of the River Hill Board of
Directors.
The first year I joined RHTAC, I recall being frightened of simply sending

Continued on Page 12
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday
9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m.–Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.
Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org
Covenant Advisor:
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org
Facility Coordinator:
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org
Communications & Events Coordinator:
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Administrative Assistant:
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

RIVER HILL BOARD
Dave Clark................................................................ daveclark@comcast.net
Michael Cornell, Chair............................................................. 301-742-2761
Will McCullough.......................................................................410-292-2985
Mavourene Robinson........................................ succexecutives@gmail.com
Esti Schabelman, Vice Chair .............................estischabelman@gmail.com
Richard Thomas ..................................................richthomas.rh@verizon.net
Liyan Zhang ............................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Jennifer Zhang (Student Committee)

Board Highlights . . .
April 4, 2016
• Met with Kayle Simon, graphic designer and owner at Real
Fresh Creative, to discuss updates to the River Hill Community Association website.
• Reviewed the draft of the FY17 Operating Budget
• Executive Session Held: Personnel Matters
• Minutes Approved: March 21, 2016

Board Meeting Schedule
All meetings are held at Claret Hall in
the River Hill Village Center. Agendas are
posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior
to the meeting. Residents are encouraged
to attend Resident Speak-Out during each
board meeting. If you have written material
you would like the Board to review, please
drop it by the village office by the Thursday
prior to the meeting. All approved minutes
are available for review at the village office.
For additional information, please contact
the village office.
NEXT BOARD MEETINGS:
May 2 and June 6 at 7 p.m. Please visit
www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board
Meeting Agendas & Minutes.

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Chao Wu, superbwu@gmail.com

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com
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Council Corner:

One Year Review on the Columbia Association Board
As another River Hill Board of Directors election has come and
gone again, I realize that I have been serving as your Council Representative for a year.
During the last year, I have been writing monthly articles in
The Villager to bring what happens at Columbia Association to our
residents. I created a new blog at www.chaowu2016.com which
discusses many issues inside and outside CA. I have been attending many meetings, both that of our Village Board and CA Board.
I served as Vice-Chair, then Chair for the Planning and Strategy
Committee, and voted to pass the FY2017-2018 budget. This budget has the largest-ever capital budget for CA. I serve on the audit
committee and pay close attention to how CA is running and CA’s
governance regulations. I have been talking to our residents, responding to their concerns, coordinating efforts between different
stakeholders to get residents’ concerns addressed and get problems solved.
During the last year, CA re-opened the Hobbits Glen golf
course, moved the CA Headquarters from downtown to the new location, and brought the membership service online. CA has been
involved in the downtown development. The Inner Arbor Trust
continues its Chrysalis construction on Symphony Woods. CA has
also been investigating and exploring a new membership structure and pricing.
CA has officially approved a new sister city, Tema, Ghana. I
also led the effort to initiate a new sister city with Liyang, China.
CA’s International Exchange and Multicultural Committee has
created a China Sister City subcommittee to foster this relation-

4 • The River Hill Villager • May 2016

ship. I strongly believe the culture and education exchange will
benefit our residents, especially our young generation to help
them build a strong sense of global citizenship.
Nevertheless, among all achievements, we have many more issues to overcome. Our residents may notice the low participation
rate in the River Hill Board of Directors election. In six of Columbia’s Villages, there was only one contested election for the Council Representative position. It is unfortunate that many elections
are uncontested or do not even have enough nominations to fill
the vacancies. Why is there not enough interest from our residents to serve on these boards? Is this because our residents feel
CA or our Village Board are not relevant? Getting more people involved with our community is critical to the overall health of River
Hill. Since our residents are the primary stakeholders for our community, we want to hear from you and encourage your participation in the ongoing changes in our neighborhood.
Chao Wu, Ph.D.
River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
Email: superbwu@gmail.com
Tel: 240-481-9637
website: http://chaowu2016.com
Disclaimer: This letter only represents Dr. Chao Wu’s personal opinion. It does not represent River Hill Board of Directors nor Columbia
Association’s Board.

River Hill Outdoor Pool
Gets a Facelift

Postal Service to Resume
Operations in Clarksville

When you arrive at the River Hill Pool this summer to dip your
toes, swim laps or catch some rays, you will notice a number of
improvements Columbia Association (CA) has made over recent
months.
And there are more soon to come.
CA added shade structures for the wading pool. If they look
slightly out of position, that’s because they are — for now. The
shade structures were positioned where the new wading pool will
be built, but CA wanted users to be able to enjoy the shade this
summer. The new wading pool will be compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act. Work on that will likely begin this fall,
after the pool closes for the season, bringing a zero-depth (beach)
entry, water features and slides. We expect the new wading pool to
be ready by the time the outdoor pools reopen in 2017.
CA has already completed the new ADA-compliant parking
areas, completely redone the bathrooms, installed handicapped
lifts, upgraded the lighting, replaced the diving board and installed a new heater for the spa. They are also replacing the coping stones, tile and skimmers in the main pool. The main pool and
spa are being replastered as well.
In total, CA is spending more than $650,000 on upgrades to
the River Hill Pool.
Thank you all for making River Hill Pool one of CA’s most popular. These improvements will help make it even better — and more
enjoyable for everyone.

It’s official – the United States Postal Service has made a final
decision to proceed with the proposal to reestablish retail services
in Clarksville. After carefully considering the concerns expressed
by residents in the community, the Postal Service has decided to
move forward with the new space project which will allow them
to provide the same services, previously offered at the Clarksville
Main Post Office, in a new location for the long term. The new location has yet to-be-determined. In the meantime, retail services
will continue to be provided at the Highland Main Post Office. Stay
tuned for more information as it becomes available!

Howard County Farmers’
Markets Opening for Season
The Howard County Farmers’ Markets will open for the 2016
season starting the week of May 4 throughout the county.
This year, there are eight farmers’ markets available for residents to purchase produce in Columbia, Ellicott City, Fulton and
Cooksville with a new location at the River Hill Garden Center
(opening on May 14).
Markets opening in May have available produce including asparagus, spinach, kale, cheese, eggs and baked goods. Some
farmers also sell seedlings for people to plant at home in their own
gardens.

Home & Yard Services
Leaf Removal • Gutter Cleaning
Property Clean-up • Weeding
Landscape • Tree • Fence • Deck
Whole house clean-out to sell/rent

Mike 410-290-9728
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“We think it’s great to see new markets opening across the
county,” said Kathy Zimmerman, the Agricultural Development
Manager at Howard County Economic Development Authority.
“Farmers’ markets aid not only the local economy, but also the
farmers and consumers.”
The rise of farmer’s markets across the U.S. results from the
increased trend of healthy living and desire to support the local
economy and farmers. In 2011, the USDA National Farmers Market Directory listed 7,175 farmers’ markets, and since then the
number has grown to 8,552 markets in 2016, about a 20 percent
increase over five years.
The markets provide economic benefits to farmers in their direct sales from customers and the giveback to the local economy.
According to the Farmers’ Market Coalition, $100 spent at farmers’ markets translates to $62 put into the local economy. Depending upon the location of the market, other businesses may
also benefit from the consumer activity in the area.
The ability of a farmer’s market to bring people together in a
community setting is an additional value. The markets provide a
gathering space where people can connect and form beneficial relationships.
“The markets provide people the chance to form relationships
with the individuals who own the farms,” Zimmerman said. “These
relationships could potentially foster new opportunities for business outside of the markets for farmers.”
The impact of the farmers’ market is advantageous to every
party involved as farmers gain a wider customer base and consumers wield more buying power in their product purchase.
The farmers’ markets will remain open until late October.
For more information about the River Hill Farmers’ Market, visit
www.RiverHillFarmersMarket.org.

Dorsey’s Search RideAbout
Highlights Village’s Beauty and
History on May 21
Mark your calendars for the Dorsey’s Search RideAbout — a
short, family-friendly bicycle ride on Saturday, May 21 at 9:30
a.m.
The Dorsey’s Search RideAbout is approximately three miles;
riders will start at Dorsey Hall Pool (4649 Columbia Road) and
roll along a beautiful trail that hugs the Little Patuxent River.
This bike ride will offer the chance to learn more about the history of the land and the Dorsey Hall manor house built in the
early 1700s. It is sponsored by Columbia Association’s (CA) Columbia Archives and the Dorsey’s Search Community Association. Pre-registration is encouraged at DorseysSearchRideAbout.
EventBrite.com. For more information, email ColumbiaArchives@
ColumbiaAssociation.org or call 410-715-6781.
This event was developed to offer a shorter ride for younger
and less-experienced riders who would enjoy exploring Columbia’s paths with the benefit of a marked route similar to CA’s popular annual Columbia BikeAbout, which averages between 12 and
15 miles. The 2016 BikeAbout is scheduled for Saturday, Sept.
17. While the natural topography of Columbia makes the open
space so attractive, it can also provide for some difficult riding.
“We wanted to design an event that would be easier for young
children and others who perhaps are just becoming interested
in cycling,” said Barbara Kellner, director of Columbia Archives.
“This event also allows people to explore Dorsey Hall, which has

Visit our new website
riverhillvillagecenter.com

Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

Nouvel Nail Spa
443-535-8866

Subway
410-531-7982

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Everett Jewelers
410-531-7990

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

Tower Federal Credit Union
301-497-7000

Giant Food
410-531-7831

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

River Hill Sports
Grille
410-531-7900

The UPS Store
410-531-9861

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052
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Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860

never been featured in a BikeAbout.”
There also will be a preview event at Dorsey Hall Pool from 9
a.m. to noon to give a sneak peek at the upgrades and new amenities recently added to the pool, including the spa, an expanded
bathhouse and an inclusive wading pool with fun water features.
Columbia Archives, which collects and preserves the history of
Columbia, is located in CA Headquarters at 6310 Hillside Court,
off Stevens Forest Road. It is open to the public Monday through
Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Appointments are encouraged. The
collection covers the planning and development of Columbia as
well as the extensive James Rouse Collection, which chronicles
Rouse’s long career that influenced urban and suburban development in the United States and around the world. It is rich with
correspondence, speeches, photographs and memorabilia. For
more information, call 410-715-3103.

Consumer Alert – Beware of
Online Internship Offers
Looking for an internship online can lead to some good opportunities. It can also lead to potential scams. Look for the red flags
when answering requests for interns.
A Howard County resident recently answered a job posting for
an internship in the healthcare field. She had a brief online interview through Google chat about her qualifications. She was then
told she had the job and that they were going to send her a check
so she could buy some equipment to get started. The resident became concerned when she couldn’t get more detailed information
about the position itself, and was told to just cash the check and

call them back once she’d done so.
Luckily, this applicant realized that this was likely a “fake
check” scam. Had she agreed to make the deposit, she would have
then been instructed to immediately send some or all of the proceeds to a specific vendor. Sometime later, she would have discovered that the check sent to her was fake, and the money she paid
to the bogus vendor was long gone.
Protect yourself from internship or employment scams!
Exercise caution if you hear from a potential employer online,
especially if you did not submit an application to that company.
If you are offered a job online, contact the company’s Human
Resources Department — using contact information you find
yourself — to find out if the offer is real. Con artists often use company names that sound similar to reputable companies or pose as
representatives of those companies.
Don’t give your Social Security number, bank account number or other personal information to anyone online until you have
confirmed their identity. Con artists can make their websites and
e-mail look like the real thing.
Beware of job offers that require you to purchase equipment or
software with the promise of reimbursement.
Fake checks are also used in many other types of scams. No
legitimate company asks you to deposit a check and send money
back. Any time you are asked to do this, you can be sure it’s a
scam.
This information was provided by the Howard County Consumer Affairs Office. For more information on this and other consumer
topics, call Howard County Consumer Affairs at (410) 313-6420
(voice/relay) or e-mail consumer@howardcountymd.gov.
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Host Families Sought for
Ghanaian Exchange Students
Visiting Columbia This July
Columbia Association (CA) is seeking families to host high
school students who will be visiting from July 15 to July 31 from
Columbia’s sister city of Tema, Ghana.
The students will be between the ages of 15 and 17 and attend the private SOS-Hermann Gmeiner International College.
The Ghanaian high school students will come to Columbia during
the same two weeks that French and Spanish students will be in
our community as part of CA’s Sister Cities High School Student
Exchange programs with Cergy Pontoise, France, and Tres Cantos, Spain.
There will be 10 to 12 students from Tema in total. Hosting one
of these students will provide a wonderful opportunity for a family to learn about the culture of Ghana and to share the American
culture with a Ghanaian student. There is no language requirement; the students speak English. However, host families should
also have a high school student so that a true exchange experience may take place between the American and Ghanaian teens.
The American and Ghanaian teens will then participate in all
of the activities planned for the visiting French and Spanish students, as well as the American students who traveled earlier in the
month to visit those sister cities. There will be organized group activities and day trips for the participants as well as free days to explore local sights and meet with the host family members and their
friends. Day trips are planned for Baltimore, Washington, D.C.,
Ocean City and New York City. Students also will experience a

baseball game, a trip
to the Hersheypark
amusement park,
Columbia’s pools,
and visits to some
university campuses in the area.
Host
families
should have an interest in learning
about Ghanaian/
West African culture. They provide a spare bedroom or bed, meals for when the
students are at home and money for lunches and dinners when
they are out on trips. They also will transport the students to and
from the meeting place at Oakland Mills Village Center on day
trips and for outings during free days.
For more information, please contact Laura Smit, program
manager for CA’s International Exchange and Multicultural Programs, by calling 410-715-3162 or sending an email to International@ColumbiaAssociation.org.
CA’s International Exchange and Multicultural Programs foster international understanding and celebrate the diverse cultures
of Columbia. The goals of the International Exchange Program include developing new exchanges with Columbia’s three sister cities and creating new Sister City relationships in other cities and
nations. CA also develops multicultural programs for the community such as the World Languages Café, Culture Fests, the International Book Club and the World Food Passport program. For
more information, go to www.ColumbiaAssociation.org/Multicultural.
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Explore Columbia’s
Natural Settings
Columbia Association’s (CA) series of outdoor walks
returns in 2016 with 10 days of exploring the lakes,
streams, woodlands and wildlife of Columbia.
“Exploring Columbia on Foot” will once again be led by
award-winning environmental author Ned Tillman, who
will guide discussions on the nature, history and future
of these wonderful outdoor settings, including the plans
for them and challenges they may face in the near future.
The walks will be held on eight Thursdays and two
Saturdays from April through October. All walks will
begin at 10 a.m. Registration is not required.
The schedule of walks and meeting locations includes:
Lake Elkhorn is the first walk, scheduled for May 5, in the “Exploring Coumbia on
• Thursday, May 5, Lake Elkhorn — meet at Hopewell
Foot” series with author Ned Tillman.
Pool (9200 Rustling Leaf)
• Saturday, May 21, Dorsey’s Search — meet at Dorsey
Hall Pool (4649 Columbia Road)
• Thursday, Sept. 22, Harper’s Choice — meet at Kahler Hall
• Thursday, June 2, Gateway Business Park — meet at parking
(5440 Old Tucker Row)
lot adjacent to Aida Bistro (6741 Columbia Gateway Drive)
•
Thursday, Oct. 6, River Hill north — meet at Claret Hall (6020
• Thursday, June 16, Downtown Columbia — meet at People
Daybreak Circle)
Tree (10221 Wincopin Circle)
• Thursday, Oct. 20, Wilde Lake — meet at Slayton House
• Thursday, Aug. 25, Long Reach — meet at Kendall Ridge Pool
(10400 Cross Fox Lane)
(8245 Tamar Drive)
For more information, contact CA’s Open Space Management
• Saturday, Sept. 10, Kings Contrivance — meet at Amherst
Division at Open.Space@ColumbiaAssociation.org or 410-312House (7251 Eden Brook Drive)
6330.

May 2016 • The River Hill Villager • 11

From Page 1: Student Board Member
an email to Susan Smith, the manager of the River Hill Community Association (RHCA), at manager@villageofriverhill.org, or
even conversing with the older RHTAC members; I felt a constant
pressure to be as mature and well-spoken as the upperclassmen
were. Over the years, that has changed a lot – I have become accustomed to interacting with people of all ages and groups, and
my involvement in the committee has contributed to the planning
of events such as the River Hill Health Fair, Halloween Haunted
House, Fourth of July Parade, Breakfast with Santa, and various
fundraisers. Believe it or not, now I can easily sit together with the
adult members of the River Hill Board of Directors and comfortably participate in the discussions.
The event I have enjoyed planning the most is the River Hill
Health Fair. The River Hill Health Fair is a village-wide event co-organized by the RHCA and CHOICE, the Coalition Halting Obesity
in Children Everywhere. For the past three years, these fairs have
annually attracted more than a thousand River Hill residents and
the participation of more than 50 local health-related businesses.
River Hill Health Fairs have successfully raised health awareness
and broadened teen participation in community events; in fact, all
of the volunteers at the fair are teens from River Hill and Atholton
High School and are organized by the RHTAC. Many of the teens
have personally told me that volunteering at such a large event
was an extremely exciting and unforgettable experience.
One of our upcoming events, the Pet-a-Palooza fundraiser for
charity, is coming up on May 14. During this event, River Hill residents are invited to come make pet toys (tennis ball toys, braided tug toys, fleece blankets, etc.) for their pets. All extra pet toys
made will be donated to Fidos for Freedom, a nonprofit organiza-

tion that holds programs which directly involve the training and
utilization of dogs in service and therapy, and the admission fees
for the event will be donated to Warrior Canine Connection, an organization that helps wounded warriors reconnect with life, their
families, their communities, and each other through Canine Connection Therapy. The RHTAC has successfully secured sponsors
for our event and I have been fortunate enough to confirm the attendance of a therapy dog from Fidos for Freedom!
Through the experience of planning the Health Fairs, fundraisers, and all of the RHTAC events, I have seen myself evolving from
a shy teenager into a more responsible, capable, and confident
student leader. River Hill, as it is now, is a direct result from the
efforts of all of our residents, and especially of our volunteers who
strive to create a sense of unity in our community. RHCA will always benefit from more student involvement and interest in events
and committees, and we are always on the lookout to recruit more
student members for the next term of the RHTAC.
The application period for RHTAC membership is now! Applications are available on the website at www.villageofriverhill.org or
at Claret Hall, and are due by May 25, 2016. To parents, I encourage you to talk to your high school student(s) about applying to
be a part of RHTAC, as this experience will be salubrious to their
development into mature, inspiring student leaders of our community.
To students, I strongly recommend that you take this priceless
opportunity to join a dedicated, engaging, and lively group of your
peers to not only serve and give back to our community while having fun, but also to develop communication, organizational, and
leadership skills that will benefit you your entire lives.

For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

B est Treatments Available
R easonable Fees
A fternoon & Evening Appointments
C onsultations are Free
E xcellent Results
S uper Smiles
The River Hill Village Center
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)
Offering the Best Treatments, including

Free Initial Consultation

410-381-1077
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School News
HCPSS 2016-2017 Academic
Calendar Approved

Atholton High School Spring
Dance Concert

The Howard County Board of Education has approved the
2016-2017 Academic Calendar. The school year will begin on August 29 for students and on August 22 for teachers. Winter break
will be Dec. 26–30, with schools reopening on Jan. 2, 2017. Spring
break will run from April 10–17, 2017. The last day of school for
students and teachers is scheduled for June 13, 2017.
Five inclement weather days are reserved at the end of the
next school year, to be used as needed through June 20, 2017.
The Board also identified the President’s Day and Easter Monday
holidays as potential inclement weather days, providing flexibility
within the calendar if needed.
In January, the Board voted to add school closings for students for cultural observances on Lunar New Year Eve, the Muslim holiday of Eid Al-Adha, and the Hindu holiday of Diwali for the
2016–2017 school year. Professional learning and/or workdays
for teachers were scheduled on these dates.
Schools and offices will be closed on mandated state holidays,
Yom Kippur and Rosh Hashanah in a continuation of current
practice. The school system will contract an independent research
organization to survey and obtain data to inform calendar decisions for future academic years.

The annual spring dance concert is just around the corner!
Come out and enjoy amazing dancing and great music. Performances will be Thursday, May 12 and Saturday, May 14 at 7 p.m.
Tickets will be on sale at the door for $8.00. Please come out and
support the Atholton Dancers. If you have any questions, please
contact Heather_haffey@hcpss.org.

20th Anniversary Celebration
of River Hill High School
The entire community is invited to come out and celebrate the
20 year legacy of RHHS at its 20th Anniversary Celebration on
Sunday, May 15 from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. The day will include performances, a building tour/scavenger hunt, kid friendly activities,
an RHHS “family” photo, giveaways, food trucks and more. Don’t
miss this once in a lifetime event! Every past and present principal will be in attendance. You’ll even get to hear the familiar catch
phrases of Scott Pfeifer, Bill Ryan, Nick Novak, and have the opportunity to meet new principal Kathy McKinley. Howard County Executive Allan Kittleman and HCPSS Superintendent Renee
Foose will be keynote speakers at the event. Alumni will receive a
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School News
Spring Classes
in River Hill:
Ballroom Dancing (Claret Hall)
Mon
thru May
6:30-7:30 p.m.
For information call 301-498-3267 or email sam@studiodans.
com.

Chinese Wushu (Meeting Room)
Sat
ongoing
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Call 240-247-7048 or email uscwi@uschinesewushu.com.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
Th
ongoing
10-10:45 a.m.
Ages 0-5
Now registering for fall classes. For information call 301-7580304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th
ongoing
7:30-8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Triathlean (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th
thru May
7:15-8:15 p.m.
For information call 301-213-9670 or email dserpico34@outlook.com.

Zumba (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th
ongoing
9:30-10:30 a.m. and 6-7 p.m.
Visit www.maria72.zumba.com or email msmarialk@gmail.
com to register.
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free t-shirt, and there will be other giveaways and prizes.
Volunteers are still needed to help set up, input alumni data,
work various tables and clean up. Contact Brandon_lauer@hcpss.
org if you are able to assist with making the event a success.

Summer Sports Camps at
Atholton
Get ready for Fall Try-Outs! Atholton HS has a fantastic list of
sports camps being offered this summer. Tuition for each camp is
$135 and includes a Raider t-shirt, individual skills testing, specialized instruction from qualified staff members, guest speakers,
and daily awards. For more information, please contact Lisa Daciek at 410-313-7065 or email lisa_daciek@hcpss.org. To register
online go to www.atholtonboosters.org/athletics/boosters/fundraising/summer-camps.

Summer Sports Camps at
River Hill
The River Hill High School Boosters are sponsoring summer
camps at River Hill HS. The camps are designed to help young
athletes improve their fundamental athletic skills. Weekly camps
begin June 13 from 4-7 p.m. and June 20-August 5 from 9 a.m.noon or 1-4 p.m.
Over twenty different camps are offered this summer, includ-

School News
ing football, soccer, baseball, softball, lacrosse, field hockey, volleyball, basketball, cross country, track & field, cheerleading,
weight training, wrestling and dance. For the first time, a Youth
Sports camp for 5-10 year-olds will be offered. Camp forms are
available at the main office at RHHS, at www.riverhill.org, or by
calling 410-313-7120.

Clarksville Middle School
Team Headed to World Finals
The Clarksville Middle School Odyssey of the Mind team is the
first ever team from Howard County to qualify to compete in the
World Finals. Odyssey of the Mind is a 35+ year old worldwide organization/competition which encourages kids to use their “out of
the box” creative skills to solve complex problems.
This year, the team took on the NASA-sponsored problem,
which challenged them to create a vehicle powered in some way
other than using electricity, pedaling or rowing. Additionally, the
vehicle had to be designed and built without any outside/adult
assistance whatsoever and remain under the $145 budget.
The CMS team’s custom designed vehicle utilizes mainly recycled material and successfully uses stored energy in a combination of springs, rubber bands and levers to propel across the floor.
The vehicle’s capabilities were demonstrated at the Maryland
State competition to a panel of judges and were scored on originality, creativity and ingenuity of propulsion. The team earned a
second place finish and will now compete against more than 800
teams from across the United States and from more than 30 coun-

Help send the CMS Odyssey of the Mind team to World Finals later this
month.
tries at the World Finals to be held on May 25-28 in Ames, Iowa.
The rookie team is hoping to raise funds to offset the cost of
registration ($4,820), traveling, and room & board for all seven
team members and the coach. They have set up a Go Fund Me
page since the school is not able to cover the cost. To make a donation, please go to www.gofundme.com/cms-odyssey.
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Architectural News
ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE
APPLICATION REVIEW
The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) has
been temporarily disbanded. The Association
is seeking volunteers to form a new committee.
Residents interested in contributing as a member of
this committee should contact the Covenant Advisor
at 410-531-1749 or covenants@villageofriverhill.org.
In the interim, applications will continue to be logged
in, checked for completeness by the Covenant
Advisor and then taken to the Architectural Sign-Off
Representative on a weekly basis. Site visits, where
needed, will be performed by the Covenant Advisor.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms
can be obtained at Claret Hall or online at www.
villageofriverhill.org. Residents must not begin
their project until they receive notice of the final AC
decision.

INTERIM APPLICATION SUBMISSION
SCHEDULE
Fridays by 12 Noon

“Like” River Hill
Community Association
on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/
RiverHillCommunity
Association
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Submitted Applications and AC
Decisions
Approved
6420 Misty Top Pass
6124 White Marble Court
5899 Indian Summer Drive
		
		
6522 River Run
		
6553 River Run
6513 Ocean Shore Lane
6326 Golden Star Place
12200 Summer Sky Path
6470 Empty Song Road
6113 Trackless Sea Court
7082 Garden Walk
6327 Victorious Song Lane

Solar Collector
Patio, Shed
Deck, Expansion, Front Door,
Landscaping: Screening,
Lighting (Exterior)
Garden: Flower &/or Vegetable,
Patio, Porch: Front, Walkway
Patio
Tree Removals
Solar Collector
Material Change: Deck
Patio
Tree Removals
Deck: Material Change
Roof: Color Change

Approved with Condition(s)
6336 Daring Prince Way
6417 Quiet Night Ride
6414 Few Star Court
6441 Empty Song Road
12028 Distant Thunder Trail

Fence: Paddock
Tree Removals
Tree Removals
Fence: Paddock
Awning

Architectural News
Disapproved
6505 Apple Blossom Ride
6505 Apple Blossom Ride

Patio
Vegetable Garden

Pending
6044 Countless Stars Run
6505 Apple Blossom Ride
6525 Waving Tree Court
6408 Phantom Moon Walk
6513 Tender Mist Mews

Deck
Flower Garden, Patio
Tree Removals
Patio
Tree Removal

Appeal Hearing
6521 Ocean Shore Lane

Fence

Backyard Composting
Have you ever wished you could be an alchemist and turn ordinary substances into gold? Well you can be…of sorts! You can
turn your yard clippings into gold. Black gold, that is! Compost!
Composting removes your grass clippings, weeds, leaves and
other yard trimmings from the waste stream and turns them into
a valuable soil amendment. It’s the ultimate recycling activity, and
you can do it in your backyard.
Compost is a dark, crumbly, earthy smelling material that is
the result of decomposition of organic materials. Compost helps
retain moisture, provides nutrients to growing plants, improves

the structure of soil and can help suppress soil-borne plant diseases. Gardeners consider it black gold!
Backyard composting basics are fairly straightforward: layer
equal amounts (by volume) of green, nitrogen-rich materials (grass
clippings, fruit and vegetable scraps, weeds, plants and/or manure) with brown, carbon-rich materials (dry leaves, shredded
newspaper, sawdust, wood chips, and/or wood ash), adding some
finished compost or soil in between the layers to boost the microbial levels. Water the layers so that the pile is about as wet as a
wrung out sponge. Then, let it rot! As the microorganisms, earthworms, centipedes and other decomposers in the pile feed, the pile
will shrink to a fraction of its original volume. The decomposition
can happen without much intervention on your part, but making
sure that the pile has adequate moisture and oxygen are important to the health and efficiency of your compost pile. Turning the
pile using a pitchfork will add oxygen and help speed up the process.
There are different designs of commercially available bins. Free
black plastic bins are available from the county. Call 410-313SORT.

A Few Composting Tips and Reminders
• An Exterior Alteration Application must be submitted for all
compost piles.
• A compost pile must be located at the rear of the house.
• Failure to maintain your compost pile is a violation of the main-

Your Real Estate Expert in River Hill Area with the Highest Sold Rate
NEW LISTIN
5007 Crape
Myrtle Ct in
Walnut Creek

NEW LISTIN

G

Extraordinary
luxurious home,
$1.286M

G

6512 Hazel Thicket Ct.
$635,000

www.
5007CrapeMyrtleCt
.com

Under contract in
5 days!

NEW LISTIN

G

6013 Helmsman Way
$535,000

Better than a model home! Extraordinary EOG townhome
in the center of River Hill with
wooded views! The entire home
is spacious, bright, and elegant with open floor plan, multiple bay windows, formal dining
room, additional sunroom, gourmet kitchen with top of the line
cabinets, granite and SS appliances, pre-wired for multi media
entertainment throughout, hardwood floors, tray ceiling & closet
organizers. 2 car garage. Single family home size, but townhome price!

Shun Lu, Ph.D, Re/Max 100
410-440-7738 (C)
Top 1% of Realtors Nationwide
A Resident of Clarksville

410-730-6100 (O)

Email: ShunLu@ReMax.net
Web: ShunLuTeam.com
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Architectural News
tenance provisions of the River Hill Village Covenants.
• If a compost pile is moved to a location other than that in the
original application, a new application must be submitted. In
addition, if the compost pile design or structure is altered in
any way, you must reapply.
• Compost piles located on a townhouse property will be reviewed
on a case-by-case basis, and may not be permitted in some instances.
• No compost pile will be placed on open or common space.
• Application Requirements: Submit a site (plat) plan showing
the location of the compost pile relative to the house, property
line, and neighboring houses. Also, include a drawing showing the exact dimensions and style of the compost pile, a description of the color and materials to be used, and the type
and location of planting material to be used for screening (see
guideline on Screening). If applicable, include a manufacturer’s
drawing and/or photograph, if available.
• A compost pile includes any structure built to house composting or any compost pile. The impact of the “look and smell” of
any proposed compost pile on neighboring properties will be
considered (i.e., the least intrusive location is most desirable).
• DO NOT put meat or dairy products in your compost pile, as
doing this will cause odors and attract animals.
• To hasten decomposition, turn the pile frequently.

Watershed Tip of the Month

Downspout Detectives
Never trust a downspout. Some shoot rain onto the driveway
or sidewalk, sending water to the road and storm drains. Others
are aimed onto steep slopes or onto a neighbor’s yard. For downspouts, the devil is in the direction.
Downspouts are a tool for directing away from foundations
the rain pouring off the roof. If the downspout ends on pavement,
however, rain can’t be absorbed into the ground. Instead, the rainwater will be “wasted,” sent directly down the storm drains and on
to streams and rivers. All this speeding stormwater causes erosion
along streambanks. Making matters worse, that rushing rainwater will pick up pollutants along the way, including oil, gasoline,
fertilizer, pesticides and pet waste.
Downspouts should flow onto a nearby flower garden or other
vegetated area, such as a rain garden or conservation landscaping. Ideally, the area will be fairly level or have a swale, so that
water can slowly infiltrate into the soil. If downspout extensions
are needed, River Hill covenants required that they be buried and,
of course, drain onto the homeowner’s property. If the downspout
empties onto a steep part of the yard, the rainwater will wash
away soil. A well-placed area of plantings on the slope can
help slow the rainwater.
To catch stormwater and save for a not-so-rainy day,
consider installing a rain barrel or two. A 1-inch rainstorm can send 600 gallons of water across the roof, into
the gutters and down through the downspouts. In River
Hill, rain barrels are considered an exterior alteration and
require an application.
This is just one example of a stormwater management project that homeowners can do to help protect our
local streams. Spring is a great time for some stormwater
sleuthing: Find out where your downspouts lead and redirect them as needed. And look for more watershed tips
each month.

Question of the Month
True or False: Downspouts should empty onto the
driveway to send rainwater as quickly as possible to the
storm drains.
The first five people to post the correct answer to our
Facebook page or email the answer to newsletter@villageofriverhill.org will win a plant.

Watershed moments
The River Hill Watershed Committee meets the first
Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. at Claret Hall. All are
welcome.
Please Like the River Hill Watershed Committee on
Facebook. Read previous tips of the month on our website: www.villageofriverhill.org/watershed.
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AROUND TOWN
Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival
Sat., May 7, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. and Sun., May 8, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. at Howard County Fairgrounds. Sheep shows, sheep shearing, spinning,
weaving, working sheep dogs, gourmet lamb cooking, demonstrations and workshops concerning all facets of the sheep industry.
Free admission. Donations encouraged. For more information,
visit www.sheepandwool.org or call 410-531-3647.

An Afternoon with
Laura Lippman
Sat., May 7, 2 p.m. at Slayton House, 10400 Cross Fox Lane, Columbia. Renowned author Laura Lippman
discusses her most recent novel, Wilde
Lake. Book sale begins at 1:30 p.m. Book
signing and sale begins at 3 p.m. Free required tickets available at Eventbrite.com
– keyword, Laura Lippman. For more information, visit www.wildelake.org or call
410-730-3987.

Casino Night
Sat., May 14, 7:30-11:00 p.m. at Howard Community College, Kittleman Room.
Champions Against Cancer and Dealers
Choice Casinos present an evening featuring gaming tables and great prizes. $60
per person includes food/drinks and coupons to play games. Support a great cause
while having an evening out with friends
(21 and over). Tickets available at www.
champsagainstcancer.org/events.

50+ Lunch and Learn
Fri., May 13, 11:30 a.m. –1:00 p.m. at The
Hawthorn Center, 6175 Sunny Spring, Columbia. Barbara Kellner, Director of the
Columbia Archives, will discuss Downtown Columbia as preparations begin for
celebrating Columbia’s 50th Birthday next
year. Find out more about Jim Rouse’s
original vision for Downtown Columbia, its
development over the years, and the exciting future that lies ahead. $5 per person
includes lunch. For additional details, call
410-730-7327 or email info@hickoryridgevillage.org.

Farmers Market at
River Hill
Sat., May 14, 9 a.m. –1 p.m. at River Hill
Garden Center, 12165 Clarksville Pike,
Clarksville. Grand opening of the new
farmer’s market. Shop for fresh fruits and
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vegetables, pasture raised meats, baked goods, wine, and much
more. Chef demonstration at 1 p.m., kids’ tent, wellness tent, and
live music. Visit www.riverhillfarmersmarket.com for more information.

Summer Reading Kick Off
Sat., June 4, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at Howard County Library, Miller
Branch. Participate in a fitness trail, face painting, and crafts; Wii
games for teens; and instant prize drawings for adults. Refreshments available for purchase. Special demonstrations and activities to include hula hooping, jump rope, and cycling. Free. Visit
www.hclibrary.org for details.

AROUND TOWN
Howard County Autism
Society Workshop
Sat., May 14, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at Owen Brown Interfaith Center,
7246 Cradlerock Way, Columbia. The Sensory Processing Disorder workshop features national autism expert and author of “The
Out-of-Sync Child,” Carol Kranowitz, and is ideal for parents, educators, and care-givers. Workshop registration is $35, including
lunch. To learn more or to register for the event, please visit www.
riseforautism.com/carol-kranowitz-wkshp.html.

Free Spring Concert
Wed., May 18, 7:30 p.m. at Owen Brown Interfaith Center, 7246
Cradlerock Way, Columbia. The Encore Chorales of Columbia and
Schweinhaut will combine to present a spring choral concert entitled, “With a Song in My Heart.” The program will include a medley of romantic Rodgers and Hart pieces, blues favorites by Hoagy
Carmichael, and a rousing medley from the Broadway show Guys
and Dolls. Encore is the nation’s largest choral program for adults
age 55+ with more than 1,000 singers in 18 DC/Baltimore area
chorales. Free. Doors open at 7 p.m., and seating is on a first come

basis. Contact Encore at 301-261-5747 or email info@encorecreativity.org for more details.

Train Display
Sat., May 21, 11 am.-4 p.m. at Mt. Ida Mansion, 3691 Sarahs
Lane, Ellicott City. The Historic Ellicott City, Inc. Operating Model
Train Display celebrates the 186th anniversary of railroading in
America. Events include the operating display of the New Windsor
1.5” Scale Group’s exact replicas of some of America’s most important trains, displays by the B&O Historical Society and Museum
and the Western Maryland Historical Society, a tour of the mansion, and a visit to the oldest B&O train station on Main Street,
Ellicott City. $5 for adults; free for children under 12. For more
information, go to www.historicec.org.

Barberry Bustin’
Tues., May 24, 9-11:30 a.m. at Trotter Road entrance to Middle
Patuxent Environmental Area (MPEA). Japanese barberry is a formidable foe of the environmental area. Controlling this nuisance
plant will require continued action over many years. Help
to dig, yank, and wrench these tiny spiny shrubs from the
ground. Long pants and shirt sleeves are recommended but
spine-proof gloves are a must! Call 410-992-9889 for information or email jclaffy@howardcountymd.gov.

Great Gatsby Summer Soiree
Sat., June 4, 7-11 p.m. at Governor Warfield Mansion, 16449
Edwin Warfield Road, Woodbine. This Roaring 20’s fundraiser supports Howard County Historical Society at Oakdale. Includes live music by the Columbia Jazz Band, champagne,
finger foods and drinks, a whiskey tasting by Whiskey America, cigar tasting, dance lessons, best costume contest and
more. Early bird tickets are $80 per person and $150 per couple. After May 15, tickets are $100 per person and $190 per
couple. Go to www.hchsmd.org for tickets and more information.

Historic Ellicott City Walking Tours
Every 2nd and 4th Saturday of each month through October,
11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Step back in time to discover intriguing stories behind iconic landmarks. The tour begins at Mount Ida,
3691 Sarahs Lane, Ellicott City. The .75-mile walking tour includes information about the city’s founding fathers, visionary educators, merchants, mill workers, slaves and more. The
sites include the Patapsco Female Institute, the courthouse,
Oak Lawn Seminary, the Museum of Howard County History,
Firehouse Museum, Tongue Row, Caplans Department Store,
Tiber Alley, the B&O Railroad Station and more. A $2 off admission to the B&O Railroad Museum is included with tour
purchase. Free parking is available behind Tongue Row or
near Mount Ida at the top of the hill north of the courthouse.
$5 per person for HCHS members, $10 per person for nonmembers. Large group discounts available for groups of 10 or
more. Call 410-480-3250 for more information.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Experienced Educational Tutor

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration

Certified special education teacher available for private tutoring.
Able to support academics, executive functioning skills, advocacy, organization, study skills and navigating the IEP process. I am
also fluent in American Sign Language. Please email for more information: endlesslearning1234@gmail.com.

Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support including Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more.
Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com
or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Piano Lessons in River Hill
Local instruction; in-home optional. Free trial/first lesson. Contact Barbara at 410-531-8991 or barbara.davis@hotmail.com.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting “Our
Passion is Your Pets”
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact:
www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Tutor
Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder, High Functioning Autism, Advocate; all ages (K-12); specializing in organizational skills, study skills, time management, reading/writing
process, reading skills, all with application to content material at
any level. SAT/ACT reading and English areas. Background: Special Education Coordinator for school based programs. Howard
County resident. 301-922-6827 or email InsightsED@gmail.com.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand running, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771,
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Lawn Mowers

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture. Art, Silver,
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+ yr experience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic
Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Babysitters
NAME

ADDRESS		 PHONE NO.

Alyssa Berman

Towering Oak Path

410-531-0874

Alyza Berson

Swift Current Way

443-812-5742

Mycah Berson

Swift Current Way

443-812-5791

Jennifer Bleakney

Waving Tree Court

410-531-5391

Grace Briggs **
Empty Song Road
			

410-531-0382 (h)
443-472-0080 (c)

Guiliana Del Buono Distant Thunder Trail

410-707-3430 (c)

Kyla Clark

Great Star Drive

301-332-0370

Molly Farrell

Tall Timber Drive

443-995-7330

Murphy Freal *

Fleets of Time Court

410-935-7145

Abii Gannon

White Marble Court

240-383-6527

Natalie Greenlee

Indian Summer Drive

240-620-6053

Catalina Lennon * Autumn Wind Circle
			

443-535-9719 (h)
443-996-0762 (c)

Kelly Long

Tall Timber Drive

410-531-3357

Alison Orlosky
(CPR/First Aid)

Autumn Wind Circle

410-531-3934

Kalala Pines *		

410-531-9072

Hannah Rosen

410-531-5275

River Hill Community Association keeps a list of
people in the neighborhood who will mow lawns.
If you would like to be added to the list, call 410531-1749 or email riverhill@villageofriverhill.org.

Karenna Sarney
Quiet Night Ride
(Karenna.sarney@gmail.com)

410-531-2492(h)
410-294-4856 (c)

NAME ADDRESS		

Allison Siil *

Western Star Run

410-531-5624

Caroline Siil *

Western Star Run

410-531-5624

Grateful Heart Gate

443-718-8720

PHONE NO.

South Wind Circle

Ben Borucki

South Wind Circle

443-542-3360

Liana Toy

Josh Clemons

Garden Walk

410-531-7595

Alex Potocko

Wild Orange Gate

410-782-1138

Sarah Winchell
River Run
			

410-531-0135 (h)
443-745-7571 (c)

* CPR/First Aid Certified | ** CPR/Red Cross Lifeguard
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Westerlund
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