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Teen Advisory Committee members participated in a variety of community activities 
including the 2014 Health Fair. Pictured from left are: Ali Hovet, Maddie Sage, Nicole 
Young, Stacy Young, and Pradyun Dixit.

Thanks!

Baltimore Washington Eye Center 
Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak 
Collen Brothers Services
Columbia Family Eye Care
Hilltop Child Care Center
JFK Landscaping
Kimco Realty
Kumon
LeReve Real Estate
Shun Lu Re/Max 100

Maryland Homebrew
Molly Maid
Mr. Handyman
Northrop Team Real Estate
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
River Hill Garden Center
Eileen Robbins, Realtor
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.
Robin Wilson/Long & Foster

By advertising in The Villager, these companies 
support programs and events here in River Hill. 

The River Hill Community Association works 
hard to engage residents of all ages and is 
proud of the local teens who have committed 

to giving back to our community. In 2010, the As-
sociation’s Board of Directors established two com-
mittees to enable a greater number of teens to be 
involved: the Student Member Committee of the 
Board, and the Teen Advisory Committee (TAC). 
Through their service, these teens develop a better 
understanding of the community, strengthen their 
leadership skills, and build on individual interests 
and strengths. They also have a lot of fun in the pro-
cess. Through their involvement, the River Hill com-
munity grows stronger. The Association is currently 
seeking teens who are interested in serving on these 
committees. Applications for the September 1, 2015 
– August 31, 2016 term are now available and must 
be submitted by May 29. 

Michael Dai currently serves on the Student 
Member Committee. This committee, which may 
have a maximum of two members, is directly in-
volved in the governance of the Association. The 
Student Members attend all meetings of the Board 
of Directors, have an advisory vote on issues be-
fore the Board, provide a liaison role between their 
schools and the association, and are responsible for 

River Hill Teens Strengthen Our Community

chairing the TAC. Applicants for this committee must be rising ju-
niors or seniors.

This year’s TAC members are: Nathalie Eegholm, Arienne Guiv, 
Ali Hovet, Victoria Kogan, Karen Ni, Madison Sage, Nicole Young, 
Stacy Young, and Jennifer Zhang. These enthusiastic youth vol-
unteered at the River Hill Health Fair, had a float in River Hill’s 
Independence Day Parade, planned and ran the activities at the 
Association’s annual Halloween and Breakfast with Santa events, 
organized and ran the Multicultural Craft Fair, and volunteered at 
the Columbia-wide Searching for Spring event. Additionally, the 
committee members recruited many teen volunteers who were es-
sential to the success of these events and as a result developed 
stronger ties to our community.

The Village Board will appoint the members of both commit-
tees following an application and interview process. Applications 
are available online at www.villageofriverhill.org or at Claret Hall-
The deadline for applications is May 29, 2015. Applicants will be 
interviewed at the June 1 Board Meeting. For more information, 
contact Village Manager Susan M. Smith at 410-531-1749 or 
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

River Hill RideAbout
Saturday, May 16

9:30 a.m.
Begins at River Hill Village Center

Route on pathways in Pheasant Ridge
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Board Highlights . . .

Board Meeting Schedule
All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River Hill Vil-

lage Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday 
prior to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend 
Resident Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you 
have written material you would like the Board to review, 
please drop it by the village office by the Thursday prior to 
the meeting. All approved minutes are available for review 
at the village office. For additional information, please con-
tact the village office.

NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: 
May 11 at 7 p.m. Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to 
view the Board Meeting Agendas & Minutes. 

Village Manager: 
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Covenant Advisor: 
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Facility Coordinator: 
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Communications & Events Coordinator: 
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Administrative Assistant: 
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday 9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.–Noon

Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to: 
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

RIVER HILL BOARD
Dave Clark ............................................................... daveclark@comcast.net
Will McCullough ......................................................................410-292-2985 
Esti Schabelman, Vice Chair,
    (Safety & Development)  ................................estischabelman@gmail.com
Liyan Zhang, (Development & Open Space) ..........zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Michael Dai (Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Michael Cornell  301-742-2761

River Hill Community 
Association, Inc.

Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029

Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259

website: www.villageofriverhill.org

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:  

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz

Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com

April 20, 2015

• Heard from Rick Levitan about the Fueling Station Task Force 
recommendations. The Board agreed to send a letter of sup-
port.

• Heard from David Elsaesser who expressed concern that the 
MD 108 Design Guidelines will result in an expansion of com-
mercial development along MD 108.

• Met with the owners/developers of 7410 Grace Drive and dis-
cussed limiting uses on the property.

• Met with representatives of the Watershed Committee and ap-
proved entering into a grant agreement with the County to 
help fund the watershed education projects in the commu-
nity.

• Approved the Association’s FY16 Operating Budget.
• Interviewed Michael Cornell, John Herron, and Richard 

Thomas for appointment to the Board in FY15. The Board 
agreed to an email vote after May 1 to appoint new members.

• Minutes Approved: March 16, 2015.

Upcoming Meetings 
 May 11 – The members of the Howard County Council who 
represent portions of Columbia will meet with the Village Board to 
seek input on New Town zoning, village center revitalization, and 
other local issues impacting the community.
 June 1 – The Board will interview applicants for the Student 
Member and Teen Advisory Committees.
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Columbia Association Receives 
Energy Star Award 

Columbia Association (CA) has been recognized by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) with an ENERGY STAR 
Award for Excellence in ENERGY STAR Promotion for its out-
standing efforts in promoting energy efficient products and resi-
dential energy efficiency.

CA’s accomplishments were recognized at a ceremony in Wash-
ington, D.C., on April 20, and are also noted online at http://bit.
ly/energyca2015. In 2014, CA worked alongside a local nonprofit 
to manage a residential energy efficiency cooperative; promoted 
energy efficiency in its print and electronic media; and support-
ed the “Change the World, Start with ENERGY STAR” campaign.

“We are honored to receive this award highlighting CA’s com-
mitment to energy efficiency,” said Milton W. Matthews, president 
and CEO of Columbia Association. “CA is actively working in the 
community to help people save energy and money while also mak-
ing Columbia more sustainable as a whole.”

Since its inception in 1992, ENERGY STAR and its partners 
have helped prevent a total of more than two billion metric tons of 
greenhouse gas emissions. The blue label can be found on prod-
ucts in more than 70 different categories, as well as new homes 
and commercial and industrial buildings that meet strict energy-
efficiency specifications set by the EPA. In 2013 alone, ENERGY 
STAR and its partners provided more than $11 billion in societal 
benefits due to reducing damages from climate change. More in-
formation can be found at EnergyStar.gov.

“Congratulations to Columbia Association for its work in help-
ing American homeowners make energy-efficient improvements 
to their homes,” said Ely Jacobsohn, program manager for Home 
Performance with ENERGY STAR. “By doing so, homeowners are 
saving energy and money — and also helping to protect the envi-
ronment.”

CA’s community engagement on energy efficiency is an ex-
tension of its internal efforts to reduce energy consumption and 
greenhouse gas emissions associated with its operations. Numer-
ous upgrades have been made throughout CA’s building portfolio 
to reduce lighting loads and improve the efficiency of air condi-
tioning and water heating equipment. CA’s electricity use is also 
credited as being 100 percent offset with green power through the 
purchase of electricity from a Howard County solar farm, as well 
as via the purchase of renewable energy certificates.

Help Count Columbia’s 
Pathway Users

Columbia Association (CA) is seeking enthusiastic volunteers 
to help count the number of pedestrians, bicyclists and other 
users on CA’s pathways in late May.

The purpose of this effort is similar to that of an automobile 
traffic count. Gauging pathway usage will show which areas of 
CA’s pathway network are the most popular and/or congested. In 
turn, knowing how certain sections of pathways are used will help 
CA staff to determine what improvements could be made to make 
the experience of those on CA’s pathways even more enjoyable — 
and whether past improvements have had an impact.
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Volunteering will only take two hours of commitment, yet that 
brief amount of time will help improve the 94-mile pathway sys-
tem that is part of what makes Columbia so special. CA is seeking 
volunteers for the following locations: Columbia Gateway, Down-
town Columbia, Jackson Pond, Lake Elkhorn, Lake Kittamaqun-
di, the southern terminus of Tamar Drive, and Wilde Lake Park.

The Columbia Gateway pathway counts will document lunch-
time use. Volunteers can help from:

11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 26
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on Wednesday, May 27
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on Thursday, May 28
In the six other locations, volunteers can help on:
Saturday, May 23, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Tuesday, May 26, from 5 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday, May 27, from 5 to 7 p.m.
Thursday, May 28, from 5 to 7 p.m.
Saturday, May 30, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Anyone interested in volunteering can fill out a registration 

form at http://bit.ly/pathwaycount2015. CA staff will be in touch 
with potential volunteers to confirm time slots and to provide more 
information on the counting process. An optional training session 
will be offered on Thursday, May 21. For more information, please 
contact CA Community Planner Scott Templin at Planning@Co-
lumbiaAssociation.org or by calling 410-715-3166.

This pathway count will build on CA’s “Connecting Columbia” 
Active Transportation Action Agenda, which seeks to provide a 
more connected Columbia for pedestrians and bicyclists, improv-
ing the quality of life in Columbia. For more information on the 
Active Transportation Action Agenda, go to www.ColumbiaAsso-
ciation.org/ConnectingColumbia.

Columbia Association Teen 
Committee Collecting Food and 
Toiletries for In-Need Senior 
Citizens

Community members can help in-need senior citizens by bring-
ing non-perishable food and toiletries to Columbia Association’s 
(CA) Youth and Teen Center. Members of its Teen Outreach Com-
mittee are partnering with local charitable organization Food on 
the 15th and will assist with the collection and occasional deliv-
ery efforts.

“Many senior citizens live on a very limited income that doesn’t 
always stretch to cover living costs, medical bills, medications and 
transportation, leaving them challenged to put food on their ta-
bles,” said Julie Rosenthal, founder and director of Food on the 
15th.

“The non-perishable food items that Food on the 15th delivers 
to these economically challenged senior citizens helps them until 
their next Social Security check arrives. Food on the 15th also 
teaches children that no matter what their age, they can make a 
difference in their community by donating their time, creativity 
and energy to help those in need.”

This ongoing donation drive is accepting any non-perishable 
food, while also encouraging healthier foods that are low in salt, 
sugar, carbohydrates, and fat. Toiletries are also welcome, includ-
ing shampoo and conditioner, soap, toothbrushes and toothpaste, 
toilet paper, paper towels, and aluminum foil. Past donations have 
also included the free toiletries provided in hotel rooms.
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For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

The River Hill Village Center 
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)

Offering the Best Treatments, including

Best Treatments Available
Reasonable Fees
Afternoon & Evening Appointments
Consultations are Free
Excellent Results
Super Smiles

Free Initial Consultation
410-381-1077

Like River Hill  
Community Association

on Facebook! www.facebook.com/
RiverHillCommunityAssociation

Donations can be brought to the Youth and Teen Center at The 
Barn, 5853 Robert Oliver Place in the Oakland Mills Village Cen-
ter; Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle in the River Hill Village Cen-
ter; and Looks Salon and Spa, 6822 Oak Hall Lane.

Food on the 15th is a Howard County-based organization that 
since 2006 has collected, sorted and then delivered free grocer-
ies and toiletries to several apartment buildings of local, low-in-
come senior citizens. Its deliveries come around the middle of the 
month, which is when money from the senior citizens’ Social Se-
curity checks may have run out. For more information, go to www.
foodonthe15th.org or email foodonthe15th@gmail.com.

CA’s Youth and Teen Center (YTC) at The Barn is a fun, safe 
way for teens and pre-teens to socialize and participate in recre-
ational and educational programs. Columbia and Howard County 
kids ages 9 to 18 are welcomed year round with after-school, sum-
mertime and some weekend activities and programs that are de-
signed to promote self-esteem and to develop life skills. For more 
information, go to www.ColumbiaAssociation.org/ytc, call 410-
992-3726 or email CATeens@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Columbia Association to 
Consider Change to Charter

The annual meeting of Columbia Association’s (CA) corporate 
members on May 14 will include a discussion of a minor change to 
Columbia Association Inc.’s charter and by-laws.

The proposed change is replacing CA’s current headquarters 
address (10221 Wincopin Circle, Columbia, Maryland, 21044) 
with its new headquarters address (6310 Hillside Court, Colum-

bia, Maryland, 21046). CA is scheduled to move to its new head-
quarters at the end of August 2015. The change will become 
effective following the move.

A draft of the proposed change can be seen at www.Columbi-
aAssociation.org/home/showdocument?id=6762. There will be 
an opportunity for Resident Speakout during the meeting.

The meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m. and will be followed by a 
meeting of CA’s Board of Directors and the annual meeting of the 
Columbia Council. CA’s 10 corporate members also sit as the vot-
ing members of the Board of Directors and the Columbia Council. 
An agenda and backup materials for the meetings will be avail-
able online by the close of business on Friday, May 8, at www.Co-
lumbiaAssociation.org/meetings.

Eliminate Theft by Following 
These Simple Guidelines

Preventing theft of your auto and theft of the items inside is 
easier than you think. Thieves generally look for easy, risk-free 
opportunities. Drivers become complacent about vehicle security 
and tend to leave their cars unlocked, windows down, and valu-
ables in plain sight and easily accessible. As a result, drivers un-
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Bagel Bin & Deli 
410-531-0335

Columbia Bank 
410-531-7000

Everett Jewelers 
410-531-7990

Giant Food 
410-531-7831

Hair Cuttery 
410-531-8052

Ledo Pizza 
443-535-0599

M&T Bank 
410-531-7083

Massage Envy 
410-531-0711

McDonald’s 
410-531-7950

Nouvel Nail Spa 
443-535-8866 

River Hill Cleaners 
410-531-7742

River Hill Optical 
410-531-7920

River Hill Sports 
Grille 
410-531-7900

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com

Subway 
410-531-7982

Sunoco 
410-531-7510

Tower Federal Credit Union 
301-497-7000

The UPS Store 
410-531-9861

Vintage Cellars 
410-531-7860

wittingly create an easy opportunity for thieves to commit a crime.
The top 10 most frequently stolen cars in Howard County are: 

Ford E-Series, Ford F-Series, Suzuki GSXR – MC, Honda Civic, 
Honda Accord, Toyota Corolla, Toyota Camry, Dodge Caravan, 
Chevy Silverado, and Hyundai Sonata. The key to preventing theft 
is in your hands. Make sure your vehicle and your belongings in-
side of it aren’t an easy target by following these tips:

• Roll up your windows before parking.
• Keep the vehicle locked when unattended.
• Keep packages, loose change, garage door openers and 

valuables out of sight or in the trunk.
• Do not hide a second set of keys in/on your car.
• Look for parking spaces in well-lighted areas.
• Avoid parking near dumpsters, large vans, or trucks that 

would obstruct the public view of your vehicle.
• Use tire/wheel locks.
• Replace t-shaped door locks with straight locks.
• Install and use a car alarm.
• Use your garage, if you have one, and lock it.
• Avoid parking your vehicle on the street if possible.
• Park in attended lots when available.
• Record serial numbers for cell phones, GPS units, porta-

ble music players and other items frequently used in your 
vehicle.

A thief already has the desire and the ability to take your stuff. 
The only thing that the thief lacks is an opportunity. Don’t provide 
the opportunity. To learn more about theft prevention, visit www.
MDAutoTheft.org.
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Trotter Road Slope 
Stabilization Project Meeting

Howard County is planning to complete the Trotter Road 
Streambank Stabilization Project (Capital Project D-1163) this 
summer. The public meeting before the Board of Public Works has 
been rescheduled and will be held on Tuesday, May 12, 2015, be-
ginning at 7:30 p.m. The meeting will be held in the Columbia/Ell-
icott Conference Room of the George Howard Building (3430 Court 
House Drive, Ellicott City). The Department of Public Works will 
give a presentation on the history of the project and the proposed 
construction. The public may also present testimony.

This project is necessary to stabilize and protect approximately 
200 linear feet of eroding streambank that threatens the integrity 
of the road. In the summer of 2012, work was completed in the 
area where Trotter Road crosses Cricket Creek. This planned por-
tion of the project will be constructed with the same type of mate-
rial, imbricated rip rap rock.

In order to minimize the time required to construct the proj-
ect and to ensure the safety of the public and contractor, it will 
be necessary to close both lanes of Trotter Road and detour traf-
fic. The closure will be located between the Cricket Creek commu-
nity and the curve that approaches Summer Sunrise Drive. The 
entrance to the Cricket Creek community will not be closed, how-
ever during the construction period (approximately 6 weeks), traf-
fic will be detoured north along Trotter Road to MD 108. Members 
of the community living off of Trotter Road and north of the creek 
will need to access the River Hill outdoor pool via Great Star Drive.

Residents having questions about the project prior to the meet-
ing may contact Marshall Davidson, Project Manager, at 410-313-
6413 or mdavidson@howardcountymd.gov.  
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Watershed Tip of the Month

Finally, A Big Problem with an 
Easy Solution 

One of the greatest threats to our waterways is dog waste. 
Dog poop on the ground is a pile of pathogens waiting to cause 

problems. Left to decompose on yards and pathways, it seeps into 
the soil and washes into our streams and rivers or, gulp, drinking 
water sources. 

This scourge on our rivers and land — and underfoot — has 
the simplest of remedies: the proper training of humans. Fortu-
nately, cleaning up after furry family members is quick and pain-
less. 

Untrained humans have come up with several excuses for not 
picking up after their dogs: 

Excuse 1: “Poop is ‘natural’ and will decompose, so no prob-
lem.” Wrong. Turns out our ecosystem could filter as “natural” the 
poop from about two dogs per square mile. Safe to say, we have far 
more dogs than that in our community. Urban areas have about 
125 dogs per square mile.  

Excuse 2: “Dog poop is the same as that of deer, rabbits or 
other wild creatures, and we don’t pick that up. So, no problem.” 
Wrong again. For starters, deer, rabbits and many other animals 
in our suburbs are plant eaters, a key difference. The poop of our 
meat-eating dogs contains viruses; bacteria such as E. coli and 
salmonella; and parasites, including giardia, roundworms and 
tapeworms. (Ascarid worms or larvae can attack the retina and 
cause blindness. In one study at a pediatric hospital, 37 percent of 
all children’s retinal diseases were positive for dog ascarid larvae, 
according to scientists at the University of Wisconsin, Madison.) 
Dog poop has 23 million fecal coliform bacteria per gram, accord-

ing to a study published in Watershed Protection Techniques. Dis-
integrating pet waste can contaminate soil for months or years. 
Cleaning up dog poop is a simple task that will make a difference 
for our health and that of our waterways.

Excuse 3: “Dog poop is just fertilizing my lawn.” Dog waste has 
far more nitrogen than, for example, cow manure. Plus dog poop is 
full of pathogens (see Excuse 2). Long before it breaks down, that 
dog waste will most likely wash into waterways, leading to exces-
sive algae growth that in turn deprives fish and other aquatic life 
of the oxygen needed to survive. 

Excuse 4: “Not picking up after my dog one time won’t hurt.” 
Let’s not kid ourselves. That rationale is likely the source of much 
of the dog poop that right now is in our rivers and underfoot. 

Let’s hear no more excuses. Here’s the crash course for the 
well-trained human walking a dog: 

Take plastic bags on every dog walk. Pick up the poop with a 
bag. Dispose of it in a trash can. No partial credit for leaving the 
bag of poop along the trail.  

Watershed moments
May 3, 10 a.m. –1 p.m : Help pull invasives and plant natives in 

River Hill. Meet at Columbia Gym. 
May 30, 1 – 4 p.m. Visit the eco-goats who will be chewing their 

way through invasive plants at the Middle Patuxent Environmen-
tal Area. The goats will be in a fenced-in area, feasting on nonna-
tive plants.  The event includes a guided hike and a visit with the 
goats. Meet at the Trotter Road entrance (5795 Trotter Road). Con-
tact: Davey Rogner, 410 313 0467 or drogner@howardcountymd.
gov.
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School NewsSpring Classes in River Hill:
Adult Ballroom Dance Class  (Claret Hall)   

M  ongoing 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Contact sam@studiodans.com to register.

Flow Yoga: All Levels (Claret Hall)                   

W  ongoing through June 3    9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Email KerriCooke26@gmail.com to register.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)

Th  ongoing 10 – 10:45 a.m.  Ages 0 – 5
Now registering for late fall and winter classes. For infor-

mation call 301-758-0304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.
com.

QiGong (Claret Hall)     

Tu  ongoing 7 – 8 p.m. 
Call 240-462-9103 for information. Drop in to register.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th  ongoing 7:30 – 8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Zumba® (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. and 6 – 7 p.m.
Visit www.maria72.zumba.com or email welcome@msmaria.

dk to register.

Spring Fling Carnival at 
Clarksville Elementary School

 Clarksville Elementary School continues its 50th anniversary 
celebration with its annual Spring Fling carnival. This fun event 
is scheduled for Saturday, May 9 from 12 – 4 p.m. and will in-
clude tons of exciting rides, fun games, great food, facepainting, 
entertainment, a Silent Auction, and lots of surprises! Come for 
an hour or buy an “All You Can Ride” bracelet and stay the entire 
afternoon. For more information, please visit the Clarksville Ele-
mentary School’s PTA website at www.cesspringfling.net/ or email 
the event chairperson, Beth Anna Varson at Clarksville.spring.
fling@gmail.com.

Coffee and Conversation with 
The Board of Education 

Saturday, May 9, 9:30 - 11a.m. Waverly Elementary School 
Media Center, 10220 Wetherburn Road, Ellicott City. 

 The Board of Education of Howard County regularly holds 
Coffee & Conversation sessions at schools throughout the coun-
ty. These meetings provide citizens with an opportunity to share 

Share your news with the community 
by sending it to THE VILLAGER via email: 
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org.

Got News?
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School NewsBabysitter List
NAME ADDRESS    PHONE NO.

Alyssa Berman Towering Oak Path 410-531-0874

Jennifer Bleakney Waving Tree Court 410-531-5391

Grace Briggs Empty Song Road 410-531-0382 (h) 
(CPR/Red Cross Lifeguard) 443-472-0080 (c)

Kyla Clark Great Star Drive 301-332-0370

Molly Farrell Tall Timber Drive 443-995-7330

Abii Gannon White Marble Court 240-383-6527

Natalie Greenlee Indian Summer Drive 240-620-6053

Alison Orlosky Autumn Wind Circle 410-531-3934 
(CPR/First Aid)

Kalala Pines  410-531-9072 
(CPR/First Aid) 

Karenna Sarney Quiet Night Ride 410-531-2492(h) 
(Karenna.sarney@gmail.com) 410-294-4856 (c)

Caroline Siil Western Star Run 410-531-5624

Liana Toy Grateful Heart Gate 443-718-8720

Sarah Winchell River Run 410-531-0135 (h) 
   443-745-7571 (c)

a cup of coffee and chat informally with Board members. These 
meetings are held in various regions of the county but interested 
persons from throughout the county are invited to attend any or 
all of the meetings.

Annual Scleroderma 
Foundation Walk/Run

Sat., May 16 at the Atholton High School Stadium.  
 Registration opens at 9 a.m. and the walk begins at 10 

a.m.   The event is a fundraiser for the Scleroderma Founda-
tion.  For more info visit  http://atholtonboosters.org/athletics/
boosters/events/scleroderma-foundation-walk-run.

Like Claret Hall  
on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/
ClaretHallMD

Shun Lu, Ph.D, Re/Max 100
410-440-7738 (C) 410-730-6100 (O)

Email: ShunLu@ReMax.net
Web:  ShunLuRealEstate.com
Office:  5575 Sterrett Place
    Columbia, MD 21044

Top 1% Realtors Nationwide 
A resident of Clarksville

Your real estate expert in River Hill & Howard County
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 The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and 
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at 
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m. 
Applications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign-in. 
Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental docu-
mentation, application amendments, or additional information 
that the RAC has requested.

 Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior 
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret 
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agen-
das are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agen-
das are published in The Villager when the publication schedule 
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review 
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ 
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not 
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision. 
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION
Deadline (Friday) Meeting Date

April 10, 2015 May 10, 2015

April 24, 2015 May 20, 2015

May 8, 2015 June 3, 2015

May 22, 2015 June 17, 2015

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline Fridays by 12 Noon

Architectural News

Exterior Alteration Applications 
Upcoming Meeting

May 20 

5908 Gentle Call  Deck: Material Change
6428 River Run  Screened Patio

AC Decisions
May 6, 2015

Pending

7095 Garden Walk    Window Replacements 
12199 Linden Linthicum Lane    Vegetable Garden, Patio, 
 Partition   
6464 Sundown Trail    Deck
6646 Autumn Wind Circle    Driveway, Walkway
5808 Indian Summer Drive    Tree Removals
6453 Onward Trail     Fence
12101 Trailing Moss Gate    Drainage, Retaining Walls
6344 Morning Time Lane    Tree Removals
5809 White Pebble Path    Tree Removals

April 15, 2015

Approved

5724 Whistling Winds Walk  Landscaping, Step(s), Trellis/
 Arbor, Walkway
7004 Golden Seeds Row  Landscaping: Trees

April 1, 2015

Approved
6505 Radiant Gleam Way Walkway
7008 Bright Memory Lane Tree Additions

Approved with Condition
5808 White Pebble Path Tree Removals

Fast Track Applications
Approved
6417 Sundown Trail   Deck: Material Change
6064 Countless Stars Run Tree Removal
6526 River Run      Tree Removal
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Architectural News
Cul-de-sac Beautification 
Grants

 If you are tired of looking at your unadorned cul-de-sac and 
are inspired, the Association has an opportunity to beautify your 
cul-de-sac and have fun with your neighbors at the same time. 
Apply for a Cul-de-sac Beatification Grant! The purpose of this 
program is to improve the streetscape, reduce maintenance re-
sponsibilities of the surrounding homeowners and to encourage 
neighborhood cooperation and community spirit. The Association 
has two, $300 grants available this year. Start planning now for 
the fall planting season. 

To qualify, submit: a Cul-de-sac Beatification Grant form, a 
before photograph, a petition with signatures of the residents sur-
rounding the cul-de-sac (80%), a plan showing the proposed modi-
fications including size and spacing information, and a list of plant 
material and other items to be used. Applications will be reviewed 
by the Covenant Advisor, Evamarie Lambright, and if approved 
will be forwarded to Howard County Department of Public Works 
for review and final approval. The process can take from four to six 
weeks. The contact person will be notified by phone and in writing 
when the project is approved. The plan must be approved before 
the work begins. Stop by the Village office or go to www.villageo-
friverhill.org to get an application.

Yard Trim No-No’s…Eek!
 The following items are commonly found in yards, but should 

not be placed in yard trim for curbside collection. They put people 
and equipment at risk and contaminate the compost that is made 
out of the yard trim. Please no:

Glass Bottles
Plastic Pots
Gloves
Shoes
Broken Tools
Tennis and Golf Balls
Rocks or Concrete
Wire
Animal Waste
Empty Plastic Bags
Leftover Fertilizers or Pesticides
This information was provided by the Howard County Bureau 

of Environmental Services.



16 • The River Hill Villager • May 2015

AROUND TOWN
Native Plant Palooza at  
Robinson Nature Center

Sun., May 3, 12 - 4:30 p.m. Come shop Robinson Nature Cen-
ter’s native plant sale and learn how best to care for native plants 
that can attract wildlife while reducing the need for pesticides and 
fertilizers in your lawn and garden. Free presentations and dem-
onstrations. A portion of the proceeds from the sale of all plants 
benefits educational programs at the Nature Center. For more in-
formation, visit www.howardcountymd.gov/RNCplantnative.htm

Pull and Plant with the River Hill Water-
shed Advisory Committee

Sun., May 3, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Meet at the Columbia Gym. Pull in-
vasives near the big pond by the Columbia Gym and replace them 
with native plants. Email ___ to register as a volunteer.

Lifetime Transitions Seminar  
for Older Adults

Tues., May 5, 5-7 p.m. at The Hawthorn Center, 6175 Sunny 
Spring, Columbia. Informative presentation about Senior Housing 
Options and Transforming Architecture (ways to make your home 
more accessible to allow aging in place). To register, call 410-730-
7327 or online at www.Bit.ly/LTMay5. Questions? Contact Nancy 
McCord, Long & Foster Columbia at 443-285-9209.

MPEA Weed Warrior Volunteer Days
Tuesdays and Fridays ongoing through June 25, 3:30 – 6 p.m. at 
5795 Trotter Rd., Clarksville, ages 14+. An engaging way to learn 
about local ecology while taking action to improve the health of 
Howard County’s local ecosystems. In addition to a good work-
out or completing required volunteer service hours for school or 
work, volunteers are eligible to receive coupons from Chick-fil-A 
on Johns Hopkins Road, a water bottle from REI, and a lawn tick-
et from Merriweather Post Pavilion. Activities include removing in-
vasive plants from the forest and replanting native trees, shrubs, 
and herbaceous plants under the supervision of a county forester. 
Contact Davey Rogner 410-313-0476 or drogner@howardcoun-
tymd.gov or Shawnte Berry 410-313-4624 or sberry@howard-
countymd.gov for additional information and/or to register.

2015 Crop Walk
Sun., May 17, 2 p.m. at Oakland Mills Interfaith Center. Join local 
congregations and social groups in a community-wide walk to 
fight hunger, one step at a time. Registration 1:30 p.m., and the 
3-mile walk begins at 2 p.m. after the opening ceremonies. Partici-
pants can join an existing team or start one. All funds benefit local 
and international hunger relief. To register, find the Greater How-
ard County CROP Walk in Maryland at www.Cropwalk.org or con-
tact Bob Jordan at bobjordan26@verizon.net or 410-245-9056.
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AROUND TOWN
Internet Safety 101 for Parents

Wed., May 13, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. at the Bain Senior Center, 5470 
Ruth Keeton Way, Columbia. Kids go online from school comput-
ers, friends’ computers, laptops, tablets, cell phones, iPods, E-
readers, game consoles and handheld gaming devices. Technology 
changes all the time and kids are constantly finding the newest 
websites, apps and gadgets. It’s up to parents to teach children 
the basic rules of Internet safety so that they can use all of these 
responsibly. Learn what you can do to protect your children on-
line no matter where they access the Internet. FREE. Space is 
limited, so pre-registration is required by phone 410-313-1440 or 
online at www.howardcountymd.gov/familyinstitute. Parents and 
Guardians only. 

Free Martial Arts Open House
Sat., May 9 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. at Columbia Gym 6151 Daylong 
Lane, Clarksville 410-531-0800 and Columbia Athletic Club 5435 
Beaverkill Road, Columbia 410-730-6744. Check out how much 
fun the whole family can have. Enjoy demos, free classes and 
more in two locations. For more information, please contact the 
facility of your choice or email John.Bannon@ColumbiaAssocia-
tion.org.

Bootleggers’ Paradise II:  
Whiskey Tasting Event

Sat., May 23 from 7 – 9 p.m. at Howard County Historical Soci-
ety Museum, 8328 Court Avenue, Ellicott City. The 1920’s style 
Speakeasy Party and Whiskey Tasting Event with representa-
tives from Whiskey America and the jazz band the Will Fischer 
Orchestra will once again entertain. This event marks the end of 
the exhibit highlighting this time in history which is on display in 
the museum. A ticket includes a whiskey tasting of five premium 
whiskeys, light fare and refreshments, and music. Dust off that 
flapper costume, practice your Charleston and join the Howard 
County Historical Society and Whiskey America to step back to the 
1920’s. Tickets are $60 per person. For more info please call 410-
480-3250 or email at info@hchsmd.org.

Tourist in Your Own Backyard  
50+ Lunch

Thurs., May 28, 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. at The Hawthorn Center, 
6175 Sunny Spring, Columbia. Explore what Howard County has 
to offer – Shopping, Sight-Seeing, Local Events, Dining, and more! 
Enjoy lunch while Rachelina Bonacci, of the Howard County Office 
of Tourism, shares information about fun activities to do around 
town. To register, call 410-730-7327. $5 per person.
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CLASSIFIEDS

Claret Hall is
 Looking 

for a Few 
New Classes!

Are you an instructor looking for a space?

Claret Hall now has rooms available during 
daytime and evening hours. 

Special Discounted Instructor Rates Available!
Call us today for additional 

information or availability.

410-531-1749 or email
facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting “Our 
Passion is Your Pets”

Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, mid-
day, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact: 
www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support includ-
ing Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more. 
Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.
com or bev@tsadvantage.com. 

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture. Art, Silver, 
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+ yr ex-
perience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic 
Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com

Mathematics Tutoring
Recent River Hill High School graduate with college-level calculus 
II experience, offering mathematics tutoring up through calculus 
I for area students. $19/hour. Contact Anthony at 443-739-1694 
for details.

Babysitter
Responsible River Hill honor student available to babysit. Own 
transportation, references available, babysitter certified. Please 
call Maddy 443-474-3523.

Guitar Lessons
Private acoustic or electric guitar, ukulele, and piano lessons for 
all levels – absolute beginner to advanced performer! Learn any 
genres or songs you want from an upbeat, skilled, and creden-
tialed musician with almost 10 years of teaching experience in the 
Columbia/Ellicott City area. Call Eric at 443-756-5266.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant 
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand 
running, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and 
special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771, 
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Part-Time Position Available
The River Hill Community Association is seeking Front Desk Staff 
to work weeknight and weekend hours. Availability Sunday morn-
ings is a plus. The position involves general reception duties and 
overseeing social rentals. Send resumes to the Facility Coordina-
tor at facilities@villageofriverhill.org.
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