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Association Seeks Teens Interested in Making a Difference

O

ne of the River Hill Community Association’s goals is to provide services to and engage residents of all
ages – including our teen population. The
Association has a strong history of teen
involvement that has grown even stronger with the establishment of the Student Member Committee of the Board and
the Teen Advisory Committee (TAC). Both
committees provide opportunities for teens
to learn more about our community, interact with a variety of residents, develop
leadership skills, and build on individual
interests and strengths while having fun.
Applications are now available for youth
interested in serving for the September 1,
2014 – August 31, 2015 term.
Tiffany Kan is currently serving on the
Student Member Committee. This committee may have a maximum of two members
and the youth are directly involved in the
governance of the Association. The Student Members attend all meetings of the

The current TAC poses for a picture after setting up for Movie Night at Claret Hall.

Thanks!

By advertising in The Villager, these companies
support programs and events here in River Hill.
Be sure to thank them!
Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak
Bowie Design & Home Improvement, Inc.
Collen Brothers Services
Columbia Family Eye Care
Grassco Lawn Services Inc.
Hilltop Child Care Center
JFK Lawn & Landscape
Kimco Realty
Kinder Mender
LeReve Real Estate
Lightning Property Services

Mr. Handyman
Shun Lu Re/Max 100
Creig Northrop Team
PCF Management, Inc.
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
River Hill Optical
Eileen Robbins Realtor
Nayab Siddiqui
U.N.I. Urgent Care Center
Vintage Cellars
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.

Board of Directors, have an advisory vote on issues before the Board,
provide a liaison role between their schools and the Association, and are
responsible for chairing the TAC. Applicants for this committee must be
rising juniors or seniors.
This year the following local youth are on the TAC: Michael Dai,
Pradyun Dixit, Arienne Guiv, Ali Hovet, Karen Ni, Madison Sage, Nicole
Young, Stacy Young, and Jennifer Zhang. These teens planned and ran
the activities at the Association’s annual Halloween event and Breakfast
with Santa. They organized the Family Movie Night and Blanket Making
event and donated a total of 50 blankets to Project Linus and Care Wear.
As a part of their efforts, the Committee has successfully involved many
local teens as volunteers at these events. By participating as volunteers,
a greater number of local teens have had an opportunity to expand their
knowledge about the Association, engage with residents of all ages, and
gain community service hours. Over the summer, the TAC will assist with
the Association’s annual Independence Day Parade, the pool party and
plan for the return of the Health Fair in September.
The Village Board will appoint the members of both committees following an application and interview process. Applications are available
online at www.villageofriverhill.org or at Claret Hall. The deadline for
applications is May 31, 2014. For more information, contact Susan M.
Smith at 410-531-1749 or manager@villageofriverhill.org.
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday
9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m.–Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org
Covenant Advisor:
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org
Facility Coordinator:
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org
Communications & Events Coordinator:
Maureen Cogan, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Administrative Assistant:
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

April 21, 2014
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

The Board agreed to partner with the Middle Patuxent Environmental Foundation to obtain a grant from the National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation to conduct a water quality and
invasive plant feasibility and prioritization study.
The Board agreed to seek annexation of the proposed Simpson
Oaks development on Grace Drive and to support GF Columbia’s request for a zoning change from Planned Employment
Center to Community Enhancement Floating – Residential.
The Board appreciates the amenities that have been proposed
and will work with the developer and the County to address
traffic, safety, and housing density concerns.
The Board approved the FY15 Operating Budget.
The Board approved revisions to the Employee Manual.
The Board supported the Village Community Association Revitalization Grant procedures.
Executive Session Held: Personnel and Legal Matters and
Business in the Negotiation Stages.
Minutes Approved: March 17, 2014

Board Meeting Schedule
All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River Hill Village
Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior
to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident
Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you have written
material you would like the Board to review, please drop it by
the village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved minutes are available for review at the village office. For
additional information, please contact the village office.
NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: June 10 at 7 p.m. Please visit www.
villageofriverhill.org to view the Board Meeting Agendas & Minutes.

Lawn Mower List

RIVER HILL BOARD
Melissa Bradshaw....................................................................571-243-9462
Kathy Chavers (Development & Open Space).....Kathy.Chavers@gmail.com
Kenny Kan, Chairperson (Financial Matters)................ kwtkan@hotmail.com
Esti Schabelman ................................................estischabelman@gmail.com
Dipper Wettstein (Watershed) ............................ Dipper@BrazzelDazzle.com
Liyan Zhang, Vice Chair (Development &
Open Space)...........................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Tiffany Kan (Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Michael Cornell

Board Highlights . . .

301-742-2761

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Maureen Cogan:
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Producation: www.realfreshcreative.com

As of 04/14/2014

Mathew Bleakney. . 6508 Waving Tree Ct.. . . . .  410-531-5391
Josh Clemens. . . . . 7071 Garden Walk. . . . . . .  410-531-7595
Kevin Johnson. . . . 6112 Eternal Ocean Place. .  443-896-8469

Text to Join!

You can now join Claret Hall’s
e-mail list with the tap of a few
keys on your phone. Find out
about upcoming events and other
important neighborhood news.
Text CLARETHALL to 22828 to get
started.
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Council Corner: Planning for Generations – a Case Study
I am often asked about the work of the CA President and the
Senior Team. While questions on the surface are about salaries
and numbers of staff, I think the real question is about value and
the quality of work and expertise our management team brings to
the community.
Outlined below are highlights of the planning and process undertaken by CA’s Senior Team that resulted in recommendations
to the CA Board for serving Columbia’s Senior Community. The
Plan, developed over a 2 year period and recently approved by the
Board, is titled:
Community for a Lifetime: Columbia Association’s
Comprehensive Plan for Serving Older Adults
Engaging the Public:
Management used a number of different avenues to identify the needs of Columbia’s older adults. The three main methods
were community input and events; expert interviews; and a telephone survey. Ideas and input were obtained throughout the community. Community input and events included the following:
•
•

•

•
•

•

•

•

2 Focus Groups: Professionally facilitated, one with representatives of Columbia Association’s advisory groups and one
with the village managers.
Public Meetings: Two community open house sessions were
held in May 2013 — one in the afternoon and one in the evening — and nearly 150 people participated. CA held a second
set of public meetings in January 2014. Approximately 180
people participated in those meetings.
Leadership Howard County’s Serving Older Adults Community Impact Project: Columbia Association partnered with
Leadership Howard County and its Premiere Program to develop and administer a survey of more than 500 older adults
in spring 2013.
50+ EXPO: Columbia Association surveyed participants in
2012 and again in 2013 at this well-attended annual event.
Hundreds of surveys were completed.
2012 Howard County Health Survey: Columbia Association,
The Horizon Foundation, Howard County’s Health Department and Johns Hopkins University partnered to undertake
this first-ever telephone health survey of Howard County residents.
Review of Other Sources: In addition to these recent efforts,
Columbia Association also reviewed comments and input
from previous community events and research efforts including focus groups completed by CA’s Senior Advisory Committee in 2006, and the Opting For Independence case study
reports.
Expert Interviews: As part of the Leadership Howard County’s
Community Impact Project, that team interviewed local, national and international experts to understand key trends, issues and initiatives in programming and facilities focused on
serving older adults.
Telephone Survey: Columbia Association commissioned a statistically valid telephone survey conducted in fall 2013. The
margin for error is plus or minus 3.5 percentage points.
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Recommendations:
In all, 50 recommendations were made. After review by the
Board’s Planning and Strategy Committee and members of the Senior Advisory Committees, the following distilled as priorities.
• Information, Training, Engagement: Recommendation Designate an older adult subject matter expert who would be Columbia Association’s in-house resource.
• Helping Older Adults Age in Place: Recommendation Develop
a clearinghouse (e.g., website) of information associated with
home repair and remodeling services typically required by
older adults but also helpful for Columbia community members in general.
• Helping Older Adults Age in Place: Recommendation Offer
technical assistance to The Village in Howard such as volunteer training and access to the Volunteer Center Serving
HowardCountyand Columbia Association’s Time Banking
Program. Consider awarding a start up grant.
• Information, Training, Engagement: Recommendation Expand training of Columbia Association’s customer-facing
team members to understand and respond to the variety of
older adult needs and physical abilities.
• Mobility: Recommendation Bolster advocacy with the Howard
County government related to expanding transportation options in addition to the private automobile for all ages as part
of the regional transportation system.
• Programing: Recommendation Introduce outdoor exercise
and programs that would be attended by groups of older
adults such as nature walks and hikes using pathways and
open space.
• Facilities: Recommendation Explore the opportunity to introduce selected, additional outdoor equipment and furnishings at Columbia Association’s parks or open spaces to serve
older adults.
• Partnering: Recommendation Continue to coordinate with the
Howard County Office on Aging as it undertakes a facilities
and services master plan for older adults and to assure that
the interests of Columbia’s older adults are represented and
reflected in the master plan.
• Health Promotion: Recommendation Include programs suitable for older adults in Columbia Association’s new mindbody wellness facility, Haven on the Lake.
This plan, and other like the Aquatics Master Plan and the
Connectivity Plan, are all examples of working with the greater
community at large to plan and work towards Columbia’s Vision:
Making Columbia the community of choice today and for generations to come.
Michael Cornell, River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
cell: 301-742-2761 home: 410-531-9340
michaelcornell@comcast.net
The views presented herein represent those of the author only and
do not necessarily represent those of the River Hill Community Association Board of Directors.

Watershed Tip of the Month:

Mowing Down Our Lawn
Expectations

The 2014

Columbia
Home Tour

Sunday, June 1, 2014
11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Embark on a self-guided tour
of distinct homes nestled
in the beautiful Columbia
Villages!
Tickets are now available at
Claret Hall.

Those little yellow
warning signs are sprouting like dandelions.
They urge “Caution”
and “Keep Off” and include
a drawing of a slashing
line through children and
a dog. Pesticides are the
danger, but the little signs
are not the solution.
With a few changes to
our perspectives and our
lawns, though, we could
put a big slash through
pesticides instead of our
children and pets. In the
process, we’d also help clean up our poisoned watersheds.
In 1857, when New York’s Central Park opened, a reviewer remarked on the “blessed dandelions, in such beautiful profusion as
we have never seen elsewhere, making the lawns, in places, like
green lakes reflecting a heaven sown with stars.” Dandelions were
also grown in gardens as a nutritious vegetable that aided digestion.
Now, those once-blessed flowers are cursed weeds. After
World War II, chemical weapons manufacturers started their attack on home-grown nuisances, transforming warehouses of poisons into fertilizers, herbicides and insecticides for vast suburban
lawns. Even clover, once a sought-after part of a healthy lawn, was
disparaged as a threat to children because its flowers attracted
bees. Enter the all-grass lawn, requiring hours of mowing, edging,
watering and dousing with toxic chemicals.
Turns out that chemical-laced grass is hazardous to the
health of humans, wildlife and our waterways. Numerous studies have linked pesticides to asthma, autism, learning disabilities,
birth defects, reproductive dysfunction, diabetes, Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s and some kinds of cancer, as well as declines in songbirds, and increases in fish kills and frog deformities. Because of
these threats, most municipalities in Canada ban the cosmetic

For More Information:

410-730-3987
www.columbiahometour.org
Proceeds to benefit Rebuilding Together
in Howard County, a charity that
performs home repairs and modifications
to improve safety and accessibility for
homeowners.
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use of lawn pesticides, as does closer-to-home Takoma Park.
For our own health and that of our environment, it’s time
to mow down our preconceptions of the lawn. Fortunately, a delawning movement is starting to take root. Consider transforming
part of the lawn that’s in shade or on a steep slope, around trees
or in an awkward corner. And use fewer or no pesticides or fertilizers on the remaining lawn. Reminder: Maryland law now requires
soil tests before applying fertilizers. Worth noting: An hour behind
a gas mower yields the same pollution as a 100-mile car trip.
Here are some ideas for replacing grass:
Vegetable garden: As guerilla gardener Ron Finley says, “Growing
food is like printing your own money.”
• Groundcovers: creeping phlox, juniper, moss phlox, partridgeberry, sedums.
• Shrubs (native or nonnative but noninvasive): bearberry,
black crowberry, blue-ridge blueberry, bunchberry, lowbush
blueberry, trailing arbutus, wintergreen.
• Perennials: Christmas fern, lily of the valley, Mayapple, New
York fern, plantain lily, showy evening primrose , strawberries, violets, Virginia bluebells, wild geraniums, wild ginger,
yarrow.
• Vines: American bittersweet (not to be confused with invasive Oriental bittersweet), crossvine, trumpet creeper, Virginia
creeper, drought-tolerant grasses.
• Plant some clover, which naturally adds fertilizer to the lawn.
And use drought-resistant tall fescue where you must have
lawn.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has published a guide to
native plants and conservation landscaping. Pick-up a copy at
Claret Hall.
Sources:
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DNR groundcovers list:
www.dnr.state.md.us/wildlife/Habitat/WildAcres/wagroundcovers.asp
Pesticides:
www.beyondpesticides.org
De-lawning:
www.sustainable-gardening.com/plants/lawn-substitutes/thegreat-american-delawning-movement
www.organicgardening.com/learn-and-grow/5-steps-better back-yard

MD 108 Design Guidelines
Schedule
Dear Residents,
Progress on the Clarksville Pike/Route 108 Design Guidelines
continues!
The County’s consultant team from the Design Collective,
Inc. and Planning and Zoning staff members met with the Access Committee of the Howard County Commission on Disability
Issues to request advice and guidance on creating opportunities
beyond ADA compliance. The Access Committee’s input has been
extremely helpful, and the design team plans to return again at
the end of the process to confirm the approaches undertaken.
The County is especially interested in including the Access Committee’s input, since important access issues raised both at the
February meeting and in the River Hill Village Center Master Plan
have their genesis in community members’ experiences related to
accessibility.

Many people asked during outreach and at the community
meeting, if the design team would be reaching out to the Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA). As part of its initial
launch efforts, the County requested SHA involvement to ensure
the Design Guidelines can result in an implementable project. Because of the many snow emergencies and other time constraints,
the County will be meeting with various SHA leaders during the
month of May. The goal is to be sure the design guidelines reflect
the discussion with SHA and include as much information as
possible. To that end, the next community meeting will likely be
scheduled for the end of May or June, so the community discussion of the design guidelines can be the most productive.
Thank you!
Bill Mackey, AICP
Chief of Comprehensive and Community Planning
Howard County Department of Planning and Zoning
wmackey@howardcountymd.gov
410-313-4321

Food on the 15th News
Food on the 15th has partnered with the Asian Studies Program at UMBC to start a Food Pantry at a low-income Asian senior
citizen building in Columbia. UMBC has awarded them a small
amount of seed money to start the Food Pantry project, but after
that they need to create a continuous flow of non-perishable food
donations. They are looking to make contacts with Asian churches, schools and places of business that can assist in collecting
food.
Chris Young, a River Hill High School student, is building the
Food Pantry as part of his Eagle Scout Project.

Food on the 15th is in constant need of non-perishable Asian
and non-Asian food items as they are currently delivering free groceries to over 100 low-income Howard County senior citizens each
month. Claret Hall is a collection location for Food on the 15th.
Look for the box in the lobby for donations.
Food on the 15th has the following volunteer opportunities
available:
1. A “bagel runner” to pick up bagels from two locations off
Route 29 and deliver them to a low income senior citizen
building in Ellicott City every Wednesday
2. A Summer Diabetic Food Coordinator
3. A high school student with a car to help with the Pointers Run
sorting and bagging each month for the 2014-2015 school
year. This needs to be someone committed to the project who
does not participate in sports or another activity that would
prevent them from helping monthly.
Students receive community service hours for volunteering,
and this type of community service looks great on a college or job
application. They can also tailor long-term volunteer opportunities
around busy schedules. To volunteer or find out more information,
email foodonthe15th@gmail.com or visit www.foodonthe15th.org.
To find out about monthly deliveries and sporadic volunteer opportunities, “Like” Food on the 15th on Facebook at https://www.
facebook.com/pages/Food-on-the-15th/189244471120065
If you’re unfamiliar with Food on the 15th, watch a video by Voice
of America at Pointers Run Elementary that was translated into
multiple languages and shown around the world. You can view it
at http://m.youtube.com/watch?v=BofDbVEFsB4.
Article provided by River Hill Resident Julie A. Rosenthal, Founder
and Director of Food on the 15th, 2013 Audrey Robbins Volunteer of
the Year Award Recipient from the Association of Community Services.

For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

B est Treatments Available
R easonable Fees
A fternoon & Evening Appointments
C onsultations are Free
E xcellent Results
S uper Smiles
The River Hill Village Center
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)
Offering the Best Treatments, including

Free Initial Consultation

410-381-1077
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The Village in Howard
A group of volunteers in Columbia formed a non-profit organization called The Village In Howard (TVIH) last August. The
goal is to help 55+ adults in Howard County to age in their own
homes. TVIH plans to accept members beginning in October and
start offering services in 2015. If you are interested in joining as a
member or signing your parents as members, visit their website at
www.thevillageinhoward.org.
TVIH is looking for volunteers to work on this project and donations to the startup fund.
Joy Cheung, a resident in River Hill, is a board member of
TVIH. She will be happy to answer any questions that you have.
Contact her at jihcheung@yahoo.com.

Fun Zumba Workouts
Continue at Claret Hall
You may remember
seeing Darlene Mikolasko on the cover of The
Villager back in October
2012 when she began
teaching Zumba at Claret Hall. Darlene is, sadly
for us, leaving but she’s
moving happily to Naples, Florida. Darlene
will be missed, but she
spent several months au- Maria Leger Klementsen (left) and Nancy
ditioning instructors to
Green (right).
find just the right person to keep the party going in her signature style which is warm,
friendly, and approachable.
The new Zumba instructor at Claret Hall is Maria Leger Klementsen, a 41-year-old native of Denmark. Maria has been dancing hip hop & disco for many years and has been teaching Zumba
Fitness for two years. With three kids ages 8 to 15 and a furniture
restoration business, Maria is a creative bundle of energy and is
sure to make you smile.
Her guest instructor is Nancy Green who will periodically
teach a class in Maria’s absence. Nancy is an ER nurse and has
been a fitness instructor for over 30 years. Please come join Maria
for the workout party Zumba Fitness has made famous throughout the world. She promises you’ll have fun.

Your real estate expert in River Hill & Howard County
Shun Lu, Ph.D, Re/Max 100
410-440-7738 (C) 410-730-6100 (O)
Email: ShunLu@ReMax.net
Web: ShunLuRealEstate.com
Office: 5575 Sterrett Place
Columbia, MD 21044

Top 1% Realtors Nationwide
A resident of Clarksville
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Clarksville Residents Continue
to Pursue Referendum
In the summer of 2013 a group of Howard County petitioners initiated an effort to take a dozen controversial issues and
some bills from the comprehensive rezoning process to the voters via referendum. They felt residents’ voices were ignored and
they wanted an opportunity for Howard County citizens to vote on
these issues during the Election in November 2014.
The group, Citizens Working to Fix Howard County, called for
more attention to improving the infrastructure, protecting the environment and natural resources, and planning responsibly for
the County’s development. They submitted the referendum format and summary of the issues to the County Board of Elections
(BOE) for approval before they started to gather the signatures.
In the two month time frame set forth by the BOE, the volunteers
collected about 7000 signatures through hard work and overwhelming support from citizens all over the County. The BOE
counted and checked the signatures
twice and certified that the petitioners
had gathered enough valid signatures to
meet the necessary minimum of 5,390
names.
Nonetheless, the BOE later ruled
that the referendum summary is not legally sufficient and the issues will not
move on to the ballot in November 2014.
The BOE chose to wait and ruled on the
sufficiency of the summary until after
the petitioners had succeeded in gathering enough signatures. The petitioners
are appealing the BOE ruling and bringing the case to Maryland appeal courts.
Clarksville volunteers, including members of Clarksville Residents Against
Mortuary (CRAM), helped collect about
¼ of the total 7000 referendum signatures. The two zoning issues that affect
the River Hill area are:
• A proposed mortuary on MD 108
in Clarksville – The mortuary is
planned to be constructed in an environmentally sensitive area and
will transform a rural residential
zoning site into a commercial business; and
• The rezoning of an 87 acre parcel at
the corner of MD 108 and Guilford
Road –The rezoning of this property
from rural residential to residential
– environmental development and
the inclusion of this property in the
planned service area with public
water will allow for higher density
residential development. The petitioners are concerned about a lack
of transparency and infrastructure
improvement information in the rezoning process.
To clarify and improve the election
laws for local petitions, during the recent legislative session Senator Allan
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Kittleman introduced a bill, SB848, entitled Advance Determination of Sufficiency of Local Legislation Summary. Delegate Elizabeth Bobo proposed a bill, HB1412 to require the chief election
official of the election authority to “prepare the format and a specified summary of an act or part of an act proposed to be petitioned
to referendum; requiring the chief election official also to make a
determination and certify the sufficiency of the petition within a
specified time period; providing that a sponsor that seeks an advance determination of the sufficiency of a petition may not circulate the petition for signatures during a specified period; etc.”
As of the publication date of this newsletter, the status of the
bills is unknown. However, the Clarksville petitioners greatly appreciate the effort from Delegate Bobo and Senator Kittleman and
are working with others organized by Citizens Working to Fix Howard County in pursuit of the referendum on the November 4 ballot.
This information was provided by Shun Lu, a member of CRAM.
CRAM is one of the petitioners that have joined Citizens Working to
Fix Howard County.

School News
Register Now for STARTALK:
Chinese Language Camp
Registration is now open for the 2014 STARTALK: Chinese
Language Camp, at which students entering Grades 3-8 can learn
the Chinese language through the study of animals and their
habitats. Beginning level students will focus on speaking the language, while students at the intermediate level will develop reading and writing skills. The camp is June 30 through July 18 from
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Hammond Middle School, 8100 Aladdin Dr.,
Laurel.
There is a $50 registration fee per student. Registration is
mail-in only. Forms are available online or from the Office of World
Languages, 10910 Clarksville Pk., Ellicott City. To register, contact Leslie Grahn at 410-313-7485 or lgrahn@hcpss.org.

Host Families Sought for AFS
Exchange Students
Next school year, twenty AFS exchange students from around
the world will come to Howard County for a life-changing year of
cross-cultural sharing. The students live in a family such as yours
and attend the local district HS. They learn about our American
culture from the inside and share about theirs. Students are avail-

able from many countries, such as Denmark, Germany, Thailand,
Japan, Norway, and Italy. If you would like to hear more about
the process of becoming a host family or any other aspect of our
program, please contact Christina McGarvey at (410) 997-7087
or ckmcgarvey@yahoo.com or Cindy Clemens at 410-730-7411 or
cindy.clemens@verizon.net.

Nominate AHS Staff Members
for Above and Beyond Awards
Parents, this is your chance to recognize Atholton High
School (AHS) staff members who have made a real difference
to your student. Every year the AHS PTSA presents “Above and
Beyond Awards” to staff members who make an extra effort to
support students. Staff members are recognized in three categories: Academic, Extracurricular, and Student Services/Support (office staff, Student Services, custodians, etc.). You can
nominate one staff member in each category. To submit your
nomination(s), send an e-mail to Amy Bagley (afbagley@verizon.
net) indicating the staff member you are nominating, the category for the nomination, and at least one sentence explaining/supporting the nomination. Nominations will be accepted
through Friday, May 30, and the winners will be announced at
the staff luncheon which will be held the last week of school.
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School News
RHHS Student Wins Again at
HoCo Film Fest
For the second year in a row, River Hill High School (RHHS)
junior Timothy Chen won first place in the HoCo Film Fest, this
year with his film “Addicted.” Rachel Lin of Howard High School
won second place for her film, “In Your Home.” Both films address
prescription drug misuse and abuse by youth, and can be viewed
on the HC DrugFree website at www.hcdrugfree.org/hcdrugfreenews.html.

AHS Receives Recognition
Atholton High School was recently recognized by the Association of Community Services for their many years of volunteer work
with the Harriet Tubman Head Start Program. The school was honored with the Audrey Robbins Volunteer Team of the Year award.
This award was bestowed upon the entirety of Atholton High School.

Spring Classes in River Hill:
Easy Method Driving School (Meeting Room)
Tu/Th		
5:50 – 9:05 p.m.
Call 410-461-9090 or 1-877-461-9090 or
visit www.easymethoddrivingschool.com.

Longfellow Nursery School (Meeting Room)
T/Th		
2 yrs
9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
M/W/F
3 yrs
9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
M-TH		
4 yrs
12:45 – 3:15 p.m.
For information visit www.lnscolumbia.org, email lnscolumbia@gmail.com, or call Amy at 571-242-5666.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
Th ongoing
10 – 10:45 a.m. Ages 0 – 5
Now registering for Spring classes. For information call 301758-0304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

QiGong (Claret Hall)
Tu ongoing
7 – 8 p.m.
Call 240-462-9103 for information. Drop in to register.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
7:30 – 8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

BOWIE DESIGN
& Home Improvement, Inc.

Zumba® (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
9:30 – 10:30 a.m. and 6 – 7 p.m.
Visit www.maria72.zumba.com or email welcome@msmaria.dk
to register.

ALL PHASES OF HOME IMPROVEMENT:
Remodeling
Additions
Basements
Kitchens & Baths Sun Rooms
Decks
Siding
Roofing
Gutters
We Provide Maintenance Free Exteriors
Custom Carpentry ..and much more.

301 490-9204
Call Andy or Robert Bowie for

FREE ESTIMATES

A Family Tradition of Excellence Since 1975
Licensed and Insured MHIC 69276
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Check out the River Hill Community Association’s
Facebook page. “Like Us” to get valuable
information and stay informed
about activities happening in Columbia.
We’re also on Twitter! @ClaretHallMD

Architectural News
RAC MEETING DATES
Application Deadline

Meeting Date

May 16, 2014

June 4, 2014

May 30, 2014

June 18, 2014

June 13, 2014

July 2, 2014

June 27, 2014

July 16, 2014

July 18, 2014

August 6, 2014

August 1, 2014

August 20, 2014

August 15, 2014

September 3, 2014

August 29, 2014

September 17, 2014

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

Fridays by 12 Noon

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m.
Applications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign-in.
Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental documentation, application amendments, or additional information
that the RAC has requested.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agendas are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agendas are published in The Villager when the publication schedule
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision.
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

April 16, 2014
Approved
6416 Phantom Moon Walk
7004 Glorious Light Place
6432 Fairest Dream Lane
		
6582 River Run
6417 Enchanted Solitude Place
7091 Garden Walk
12013 Floating Clouds Path
		
6405 Western Star Run

Patio
Play Set
Color Change: Front
Door, Shutters
Color Change: Roof
Color Change: Roof
Doors: Front, Basement
Front Porch, Lamp Post,
Walkway, Sitting Wall
Walkway, Front Porch

Approved with Conditions
6461 Quiet Night Ride
		
6415 Few Star Court

Color Change: Front Door,
Shutters
Fence

Disapproved
6312 Mellow Twilight Court

Color Change: Front Door

Receive Village News by Email
Sign up for the association’s listserv
by visiting www.villageofriverhill.org.
Click on “Receive Village News by Email.”

AC Decisions
May 7, 2014
Pending
6392 Morning Time Lane
6565 Autumn Wind Circle
		
6605 Forest Shade Trail
12196 Linden Linthicum Lane
6437 Fairest Dream Lane
		
7086 Garden Walk
7009 Garden Walk
6408 Phantom Moon Walk
6313 Morning Time Lane
		
6525 Radiant Gleam Way
6512 Early Lily Row

Tree Removal
Color Change: Front Door,
Shutters
Patio
Walkway
Color Change: Front Door,
Shutters
Color Change: Roof
Tree Removal
Play Set
Patio, Retaining Wall,
Landscape: Rock
Play Set
Color Change: Roof
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Architectural News
Tips on Cleaning Siding and
Brick Veneer

April 2, 2014
Approved
6469 River Run
		
6440 Fairest Dream Lane
6437 Sundown Trail
5904 Indian Summer Drive
12020 Floating Clouds Path
6317 Angel Rose Court
5924 Gentle Call
12113 Flowing Water Trail
		
6320 Victorious Song Lane
6486 Empty Song Road
		
6636 Towering Oak Path

Color Change: Front Door,
Shutters
Tree Removal
Tree Addition, Tree Removal
Tree Addition, Tree Removal
Solar Collector
Tree Removal
Landscaping: Rock, Patio
Material Change: Roof, Solar
Collector
Landscaping
Color Change: Siding, Material
Change: Siding
Tree Removal

Approved with Condition
6404 Distant Melody Place
6326 Golden Star Place

Fence: Split Rail
Deck, Porch: Screened

March 19, 2014
Disapproved
5805 Wild Orange Gate

Shed
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Cleaning Vinyl Siding
Cleaning vinyl siding is one of the easiest types of pressure
washing projects but certain steps should be taken to ensure the
work lasts for an extended period of time. One of the misconceptions about pressure washing houses covered with vinyl siding is
that a simple cleansing is all that’s required. When the main reason for cleaning the house is to remove mildew, a mild solution
of 1 quart of bleach, 3/4 of a gallon of water and a small amount
of detergent should be used. Scrub the areas with a soft-bristled,
long-handled brush. If scrubbing with a brush is going to be too
much work, you can wash your siding with a power washer, which
can be rented at your local home improvement store or other
equipment rental business. Most homes can be pressure washed
with a 2200 psi or higher washer.
To keep vinyl siding looking new for a longer period of time, a
wax mix should be added to the cleaning process which will help
the vinyl resist the growth of mildew as well as reduce the amount
of dirt that sticks to the siding. Adding the wax into the cleaning
process will save you money and help your home win the battle
against dirt, algae and especially mildew. It will also protect the
vinyl siding from the elements of nature. Think of it as if you were
applying wax to your car to protect the finish. You wouldn’t want
to skip that step for too long or the finish will start to look discol-

Architectural News
ored and everything that touches it sticks. The same thing happens to your home.
Cleaning Wood Siding
Air and water born mold, fungus, and mildew spores can attach themselves to the exterior of your home. This can cause your
naturally finished wood siding to show the effects of dry rot. Dry
rot stains and the siding becomes dark and dingy. Left unattended
the siding will split and rot, leaving replacement of the damaged
boards as the only option. To prevent wood rot, be sure your wood
is treated with oil or stain. Certain types of wood such as cedar,
redwood, and cypress withstand the elements better than others
and will last longer. However, they will need to be painted or restained every few years to keep their longevity. Professional companies offer steam cleaning or pressure washing for wood siding or
you can wash your siding yourself with a power washer, which can
be rented at your local home improvement store or other equipment rental business. But be careful! Too much pressure from a
washer can ruin your wood and it does remove paint, so be prepared to paint again. Most homes can be pressure washed with a
2200 psi or higher washer. You can also wash your wood with a
soft-bristled brush and a solution of dish or laundry detergent and
water. If mildew is present, use a solution of 1 quart of bleach, ¾
of a gallon of water and a small amount of detergent. Scrub the
areas with a soft-bristled, long-handled brush. Paint dealers also
sell mildewcide that can be used to clean wood siding.

Cleaning Brick Veneer
Spray the brick veneer thoroughly with a garden hose, starting at the top and working your way down. This removes loose soil
or debris, and prepares the bricks for cleaning. Dip a long-handled, stiff scrub brush into a cleaning solution which contains a
non-toxic mold killer. Scrub the brick veneer, starting at the top
and working your way down. Use a ladder if necessary. Rinse the
brick veneer thoroughly with the garden hose, starting at the top
and working down. No cleaning solution should remain on the
bricks. Allow the brick veneer to air dry.
Cleaning Aluminum Siding
You should maintain your aluminum siding by annually hosing it off and by cleaning any surface stains, such as grass stains,
with a non-abrasive cleaner. A good hose or pressure washer can
make your aluminum siding look like new if you tend to it annually. Mix together 1/3 of a cup of laundry detergent with six gallons of water and you’ve got yourself a cleaning solution that will
wash away most dirt and grime. Use a soft-bristled brush, clean
the siding well, and then hose it off. When using a pressure washer, though, make sure you’re using low pressure or the aluminum
will dent.
www.1st-vinyl-siding.com/index.htm
www.1st-vinyl-siding.com/cleaning-aluminum-siding.htm
www.ehow.com/how_5547968_clean-mildew-off-wood-siding.
html
www.1st-vinyl-siding.com/wood-siding-care.htm

Man’s Best Friend,
Neighbor’s Worst Nightmare
After eight years of being tormented by a neighbor keeping
two relentlessly barking dogs, a man in an upscale neighborhood
in Hagerstown, Maryland did the unthinkable when, in a noise-induced frenzy, he poisoned the animals with antifreeze-laced meat.
After months of trying unsuccessfully to get the family next
door to quiet their dog, a victimized neighbor in Chesapeake, Virginia finally went off the deep end and shot to death two members
of the offending family before seriously wounding a third.
Police in Akron, Ohio arrested a man who became so unglued
by the serial barking of his father’s Pomeranian that he reportedly
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killed the animal by slamming him repeatedly to the ground.
Dog barking for many people is a huge aggravation. If it’s
your dog you may have grown used to it, but chronic and frequent
barking, yelping dogs can disturb your neighbors and their family’s sleep. If you leave your dogs out all day or at night you might
want to check with your neighbors about your dogs’ behavior. Try
not to be one of those neighbors who refuses to acknowledge that
their neighbors are being injured by the noise of a barking dog.
Under Howard County Animal Laws Section 17.300, “Owners are
responsible for preventing their dogs from barking to the extent
that it disturbs neighbors.”
Habits of Responsible Pet Owners
Responsible pet owners:
• Have their domesticated animal on a leash and under the
control of a responsible person capable of immediate and effective restraint when not on its owner’s property.
• Don’t allow incessant barking or unabated barking.
• Don’t allow accumulation of animal feces on their property.
• Don’t allow their pets to wander into the neighbors’ yards
and defecate.
• Clean up after their pets.
• Don’t allow their pets to “roam” the neighborhood unleashed.
It is incumbent on pet owners to be responsible not only for
the well-being of their pets but for the wellbeing of their neighbors
by being responsible for their pets.
Sources: www.BarkingDogs.net; Howard County Animal Control Laws

AROUND TOWN
River Hill Flea Market
Enjoy the spring weather and find some great deals at the River
Hill Flea Market on Sunday, May 18 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the
River Hill parking lot. Contact newsletter@villageofriverhill.org or
410-531-1749 with questions.

CMS 2 Mile Run
Clarksville Middle School (CMS) is hosting their 3rd Annual Family Fun Run/Walk on Thursday, May 15 from 5 to 7 p.m. at CMS,
6535 South Trotter Road, Clarksville. The run promotes health
and wellness in the community and features a DJ, food, and a TShirt Design Contest. Call 410-313-7057 to register.

The Art of Ghana
Come learn about the art of Ghana and Columbia’s new sister city,
Tema. The exhibit runs from Thursday, May 8 through Sunday,
May 18 at the Columbia Art Center, 6100 Foreland Garth, Columbia. There will be a reception on Saturday, May 10 from 2 to 5 p.m.
at the Art Center. For more information, contact Laura Smit at International@ColumbiaAssociation.org or 410-715-3162.

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com
Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

Red Mango
443-546-4798

Subway
410-531-7982

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Everett Jewelers
410-531-7990

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

Tower Federal Credit Union
301-497-7000

Giant Food
410-531-7831

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

The UPS Store
410-531-9861

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052

Panda Kitchen
410-531-7866

River Hill Sports
Grille
410-531-7900
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Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860

AROUND TOWN
Red Cross Blood Drive
This spring, renew hope by donating blood at Clarksville Middle School on Monday, May 12 from 4 to 8 p.m. To schedule an
appointment, visit www.redcrossblood.org and enter Sponsor
Code: 05311152 or call 1-800-RED-CROSS.

Three’s A Crowd
The Howard County Historical Society (HCHS) invites you to hear
the music of “Three’s A Crowd” on Saturday, May 17 from 7 to 9
p.m., as part of its Music in the Museum concert series. “Three’s
A Crowd,” the duo of Vicki Scarinzi and Richard Walton, will perform music of contemporary artists Kelly Clarkson, Katy Perry,
Lady Antebellum, John Mellencamp, Jimmy Buffet and many
more. The HCHS Museum is located at 8328 Court Ave., Ellicott
City. Tickets are $15 per person. BYOBottle of wine, if you’d like.
For more information visit http://hchsmd.org/events/ or call
410-480-3250.

Pets Are Us
Join the Paws4Comfort and SeniorsTogether programs of the
Howard County Office on Aging for two seminars on the connection between us and our pets. “The Human-Pet Relationship” is
on Thursday, May 15 and “When We Lose Our Pet” is on Thurs-

day, May 22 at The Bain Center, 5470 Ruth Keeton Way, Columbia from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Both are free and there will be time for
questions and answers. Please don’t bring your pets. Register by
calling 410-313-7213. Contact Karen Hull at 410-313-7466 or
khull@howardcountymd.gov for more information.

Hickory Ridge Flea Market
Find some good stuff at the Hickory Ridge Flea Market on Saturday, May 24 from 8 a.m. to noon in the Hawthorn Center parking lot, 6175 Sunny Spring, Columbia. Spaces are $15 for one and
$25 for two. Call 410-730-7327 or e-mail joan@hickoryridgevillage.org for more information.

Ragtime the Musical
The Howard County College’s Art Collective presents “Ragtime the
Musical” from May 8 through May 18 at the college’s Smith Theatre, 10901 Little Patuxent Parkway, Columbia. Thursday, Friday
and Saturday performances are at 8 p.m. and Sunday performances are at 3 p.m. Tickets are $10 - $15. Call the Box Office at
443-518-1500 or visit www.howardcc.edu/artscollective for tickets. Parental guidance suggested.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting
“Our Passion is Your Pets”
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday,
overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact: www.
PetSittinginMd.com; 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture, Art, Silver,
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+yr experience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration!
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support including Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more.
Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com
or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Townhome For Sale by Owner
Beautiful Townhome: River Hill Schools, 4 Bedroom, 3.5 bathrooms, Upgraded Kitchen with Granite, Hardwood floors on main
level and new Carpeting throughout. Backs to woods and trails.
Call for appointment 410-206-8412.

Free Personal Car Buying Service for
New Hondas, Chevrolets and Pre-Owned
Vehicles
Tired of the hassle and stress of shopping for a new or pre-owned
vehicle? Want honest answers and great pricing form a local,
Christian resident of River Hill? I can help you with a new Honda,
Chevrolet, or pre-owned vehicle. Email Mark Kahler at makahler@
comcast.net or call 410-935-4686.

Babysitter/Nanny
18 year old, both fun and responsible, would like a nanny/babysitting job this summer. Former lifeguard and swim instructor.
CPR certified. Call Grace Briggs at 443-472-0080.
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Freelance Writer
Working with me provides a way for you to share your knowledge
and important stories, generate audience interest, and gain recognition in your industry. 410-531-8012.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand running, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771,
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Help Wanted: Evenings and Weekends
The River Hill Community Association is seeking a part-time Facility Assistant to staff the front desk at Claret Hall on evenings and
weekends. Responsibilities include receptionist duties, occasional
set up and breakdown of tables and chairs, and oversight of activities and rentals at the facility. Please send a resume and letter of
interest to Donna at facilities@villageofriverhill.org.
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