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Volunteer and Make a Difference:

Association Seeks Teen Representatives

O

ne of the River Hill Community
Association’s goals is to provide
services and engage residents of
all ages—including our teen population.
We have a history of teen involvement
which has grown even stronger with the
establishment of the Student Member
Committee of the Board and the Teen Advisory Committee (TAC). Both committees
provide opportunities for teens to learn
more about our community, interact with
a variety of residents, develop leadership
skills, and build on individual interests
and strengths while having fun. Applications are now available for youth interested in serving for the September 1,
2013–August 31, 2014 term.
Kaede Johnson and Tiffany Kan are
currently serving on the Student Member
Committee. This committee has a maximum of two members who serve as liaisons to the Board of Directors, attend the
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Thanks to all of our wonderful Columbia Clean Up Day Volunteers! See page 9 or visit
www.villageofriverhill.org and click on Events for more pictures.
Board meetings, and serve on and chair
the TAC. They also provide a link between
their schools and the community. Applicants for this committee must be rising juniors or seniors.
The TAC consists of a maximum of
six high school members and is responsible for promoting teen involvement in
the community. Current TAC members
are Pradyun Dixit, Tina Chen, Atman
Panigrahi, and Deep Singh. These youth
planned and ran the activities at the Association’s annual Halloween event and
involved additional teen volunteers who
ensured a successful haunted house and
evening of crafts and games. Members of
the committee coordinated with represen-

tatives from the Police Department, local
educators, and staff to develop the March
anti-bullying event, Raising Compassionate Kids, which focused on elementary
school aged children and their parents.
These dedicated youth will be running activities at the June Health Fair and are
busy organizing a fun event for residents
of all ages.
The Village Board will appoint the members of both committees following an application and interview process. Applications
are available online at www.villageofriverhill.org or at Claret Hall. The deadline for
applications is May 31. For more information, contact Susan M. Smith at 410-5311749 or manager@villageofriverhill.org.
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

Board Highlights . . .
April 11, 2013
•

April 22, 2013
•
•
•
•

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Monday/Tuesday/Thursday
9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Wednesday/Friday
9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m.–Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org
Covenant Advisor:
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org
Facility Coordinator:
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org
Communications & Events Coordinator:
Maureen Cogan, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Administrative Assistant:
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

RIVER HILL BOARD

Executive Session held to discuss personnel and legal matters.

•
•

Accepted the results of the Village Elections.
Approved the FY14 Operating Budget.
Established the following: Special Litigation Committee and
Village Manager Oversight Committee.
Agreed to further examine the permitted uses in the Planned
Office Research District (POR) to determine whether the Association will pursue use restrictions with the owner of 7410
Grace Drive.
Executive Session held to discuss personnel and legal matters.
Minutes Approved: March 4, 2013, March 18, 2013, and
April 11, 2013.

Board Meeting Schedule
All meetings are held in Claret Hall at the River Hill Village
Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior
to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident
Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you have written
material you would like the Board to review, please drop it by
the village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved minutes are available for review at the village office. For
additional information, please contact the village office.
NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: May 6 and May 20 at 7 p.m.
Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board Meeting Agendas & Minutes.

Receive Village News by Email

Kathy Chavers
Jenny Chu
Kenny Kan
Dengfeng Liu
Dipper Wettstein
Liyan Zhang
Kaede Johnson, Tiffany Kan
(Student Committee)

Kathy.Chavers@gmail.com
jennyzchu@yahoo.com
kwtkan@hotmail.com
liudf@jhu.edu
dipperw@gmail.com
zhang_liyan@yahoo.com

Sign up for the Association’s listserv
by visiting www.villageofriverhill.org.
Click on “Receive Village News by Email” and select the
categories in which you are interested.

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Michael Cornell

301-742-2761

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Maureen Cogan:
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Producation: www.realfreshcreative.com
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Council Corner:

Keep Share Your Ideas and Inspire Columbia
Over the last few years, the Columbia Association has endeavored to reach out in more ways to engage the community.
The community meetings and presentations that were centered
around the Aquatics Plan and the Connect Columbia study for
greater pedestrian and cycling accessibility are among those that
utilized websites and social media to reach out and gather input,
feedback and suggestions.
Most recently, CA has launched a new web-based application
called “Inspire Columbia.” Its origin arose from the Board’s and
Senior Management’s desire to open additional channels of communication beyond our website, Facebook, Twitter, cable, and
print media. In the words of Celeste Olinger, CA’s Director of Communications, “Often, good ideas are out in a community and often
many of those ideas don’t make it to the surface or sometimes are
drowned out by the volume of usual voices.”
We all recognize that CA meetings—whether Board or Resident
Committees—are often held at times not convenient for many to
attend. And even if they could attend, residents might have to sit
through hours of discussion, discourse and tedium until the topic
of interest is reached – sometimes late into the evening.
So the goal of “Inspire Columbia” is to offer constituents or community members who don’t necessarily have time to attend meetings, a communication platform to share their thoughts and ideas
about their community. “Inspire Columbia” attempts to open up
the “on-line coffee shop” for community driven conversations and
initiatives to help create an even better CA community.
The designers of the website and program have even built in rewards for participating!
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Here’s how it works:
1. CA has established six topics and is asking for ideas on “Inspire Columbia.”
2. Community members are encouraged to visit the website
www.InspireColumbia.com to create an account by providing
their name, email, date of birth, and zip code.
3. Next, they can submit an idea by finding a topic that interests
them and clicking the “Submit an Idea” button and typing in
their idea.
4. After an idea is submitted, the idea can be viewed by others.
5. Other participants then share and add to conversation by providing feedback, supporting the idea or adding their thoughts
to the idea. They can even show their support of an idea by
clicking “like.”
The more an individual participates on “Inspire Columbia,” the
more points they earn. Participants can redeem their points in the
reward store for items such as a coffee mug, umbrella, tote bag,
pool pass, bike light, SplashDown Pass, SportsPark Pass, etc.
It’s free, it’s fun, it’s easy to participate! While you can always
find Board members at meetings or communicate via email, “Inspire Columbia” is yet another way to have your voice heard.
Michael Cornell, River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
cell: 301-742-2761 home: 410-531-9340
michaelcornell@comcast.net
The views presented herein represent those of the author only and
do not necessarily represent those of the River Hill Community Association Board of Directors.

CA Seeks Input on Serving the
Older Adult Community
The Columbia Association is developing a Comprehensive
Plan for Serving the Older Adult community. The work team is especially interested in understanding what older adults would like
to see in terms of programs and services that can serve them as
they age.
As part of the initial phases of the planning process, CA will
be holding an open house public meeting to share the plan’s purpose and process, provide some background information, and solicit ideas from participants. All are invited.
The open house will be held on Wednesday, May 29, from 4:30
to 8 p.m. at the Owen Brown Community Center, 6800 Cradlerock
Way, Columbia.
The meeting will employ an open house format with several
“stations” where participants can get more information on specific
topics and also provide their comments and ideas--all at their own
pace.
This open house will be supplemented by a presentation
(given twice: once at about 5 p.m. and again at 7 p.m.). The presentation will provide an overview of the planning process and
goals; highlight demographic trends and current CA facilities/programs for older adults; and review preliminary survey and benchmarking findings.
Registration for this event is not required, but is encouraged
via www.olderadults.eventbrite.com.
To learn more about the work team, the process, and what
has transpired to date, visit www.columbiaassociation.org/content/getinvolved/adults/olderadults/index.cfm.

Watershed Committee Tip of
the Month: Don’t Fertilize the
Chesapeake Bay
Our homes in River Hill don’t back up to the Chesapeake Bay,
but the fertilizers we put on our lawns don’t know that. In the rain,
they rush off our yard, head for storm drains and streams, and
end up in the Bay where they cause algal blooms and low-oxygen
dead zones.
Turf grass is the largest single crop in Maryland, according to
Environment Maryland. The group’s 2011 report indicated that in
2009, grass was planted on 1.3 million acres while all other crops
combined covered 1.5 million acres. The report said landowners
apply at least 86 million pounds of nitrogen fertilizer each year.
While in your yards, take these steps to keep the Bay and its
animals safe:
• In most cases, fertilizer should be applied only in the fall.
Spring fertilizers promote weeds.
• Test soil before applying fertilizer. Don’t waste money on fertilizer the soil doesn’t need. You can do this by picking up a free
soil test kit at Claret Hall.
• Leave grass clippings on the lawn and consider adding clover.
Both naturally add nitrogen to the soil. Or use organic fertilizers, such as manure.
• Raise your mower height to 3 inches or more. A dense, high
lawn discourages weed growth. Cooperative extension agents
like to say that if you have no weeds, you are spending too
much on harmful chemicals. Handpick weeds before they go
to seed.
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•

Consider replacing some of the lawn with plants native to
Maryland that require less water and fewer chemicals. Consider planting ground covers under trees and in other shady
areas instead of struggling to grow grass.
• In October, the Fertilizer Use Act of 2011 will go fully into effect. It limits the amount of phosphorus in lawn fertilizers and
requires training and certification for lawn care company employees. It prohibits the use of fertilizer on sidewalks or driveways; and prohibits fertilizer use from November 15 to March
1, when the ground is frozen, or within 10 to 15 feet of waterways.
Sources:
• www.sustainable-gardening.com
• Howard County Watershed Stewards Academy at www.cwp.org
Mike McGrath’s Garden Plot on www.WTOP.com.

Keep an Eye on Your
Mature Trees
A mature tree can account for as much as 10% of your assessed property value, depending on your market. With that much
at stake, you sure don’t want to have to yell, “Timber!” Here’s how
to tell if one of your trees is in danger of falling over and what you
can do about it.
Inspect Your Trees
No one knows your trees as well as you. So after they leaf out
in the spring, leaf off in the fall, and after a big storm, walk around
and look at your trees top to bottom, noticing changes in foliage,

branches, roots, and bark. Inspect all sides of the tree, both up
close and from a distance.
Check for cuts in or peeling bark. Use binoculars to inspect
the tree’s crown for dead wood and brown leaves.
Leaning Trees
Trees usually don’t grow straight, and a little lean is normal.
But when your tree starts looking like the Tower of Pisa because
of poor weight distribution or anchor root damage, it’s likely unstable. This is a good time to call an arborist. Danger signs are
cracked or heaving soil, especially on the side opposite the lean
and exposed roots around the base of the tree. Cures for this are
to prune branches to distribute weight better and to brace the tree
trunk with cables attached to stakes on opposite sides of the tree.
Make sure to pad the tree before placing cables around tender
bark.
Multiple Trunks
A tree with multiple trunks or splits in one trunk can be unstable. One danger sign is V-shaped or U-shaped multiple trunks as
they are weak points for mature trees. The connective wood where
the trunks come together may lose strength and be more likely
to split with age and when storms occur. Another danger sign is
cracks that extend deeply into or through the trunk. The cure for
this is to call an arborist who can stabilize split trunks by attaching
cables between trunks and branches high in the tree. Cables won’t
repair existing damage, but they will increase the safety, especially
in strong winds, and extend the life of your tree. This is dangerous work best left to experts, who will charge between $600 and
$2,000 with an annual cable maintenance cost of $100 to $200.

For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

Best Treatments Available
Reasonable Fees
Afternoon & Evening Appointments
Consultations are Free
Excellent Results
Super Smiles
The River Hill Village Center
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)
Offering the Best Treatments, including

Free Initial Consultation

410-381-1077
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Construction Destruction
Construction is tough on trees. Installing a driveway, putting on an addition, and digging up utility lines puts nearby trees
under stress. Construction can damage shallow feeder roots,
starving and destabilizing the tree. Construction equipment can
scrape tree bark, providing a gateway set for disease and infestation. Danger signs of construction stress (which can show up immediately or years later) are damaged bark; reduced, smaller, or
no foliage; premature autumn color; and mushrooms. Carpenter
ants at the base of the tree are a sign of decay and rot. The best
cure is prevention. Before construction, set up a barricade around
the tree. For each inch in diameter of the tree’s trunk, add a foot
of protection. For example, an 8-inch-diameter tree needs a barricade with an 8-foot radius. If the tree is damaged by construction, act fast by pruning to reduce weight and remove damaged
limbs, installing cables or bracing rods; watering deeply; and aerating compacted soil around the root zone.
An Arborist to the Rescue
If you think your trees are changing or you see any of the
major warning signs above, they could be “hazard trees” which are
likely to fall and destroy what’s near them — like your house. This
is a good time to call a certified arborist. Get recommendations
from friends or neighborhood list serves. Or contact the International Society of Arboriculture, which maintains a list of certified
arborists. An arborist can help save your tree, or let you know if
it’s beyond help. For example, bacteria or bugs could be harming your tree, and an arborist’s inspection ($150-$350) can diagnose which disease, trauma, or fungus is the culprit. An arborist
also can determine if your tree is decaying internally, something
that may not yet be obvious. Arborists can either fix the problem or calculate the risk of the tree falling and the likely objects
it could damage. That calculation will help you decide if it’s worth
spending money to keep the tree alive and upright, remove the
tree, or just let nature take its course and topple the tree at will.
What About Lightning Risks?
If you live on the highest hill in the neighborhood and own the
tallest tree on the block, it increases your chances of a lightning
strike. If lightning strikes one side of a tree, your tree might close
the wound and live its life. But if a bolt travels through the trunk,
exploding wood and bark and damaging roots, it may die. To protect
trees from lightning, an arborist can ground a tree with a copper
cable system that extends from near the top of major trunks down
to copper ground rods. These systems can cost $1,500, and may
not be worth the money to protect a tree you could replace for $150.
`Source: HouseLogic: Author Lisa Kaplan: www.houselogic.com/
home-advice/plants-trees/dangerous-tree/#ixzz2RJN5LBMY.

Rebuilding Together
Howard County
This year’s Columbia Home Tour proceeds will go to Rebuilding Together Howard County (RTHC), formerly known as Christmas in April. It was formed in 1992 when a group of committed
Howard County residents and businesses joined together to mobilize volunteers and provide free home repairs to low-income families in Howard County. For many of these home owners, these
repairs were truly a gift.
Even though the name has changed, the mission remains
the same! RTHC is still committed to improving the lives of the
elderly, individuals with disabilities, veterans, and families with
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children; all
home o w ners in Howard County
who have
w o r k e d
hard, but
can no longer afford
to keep up
with
repairs. Today, the need is even greater in the midst of the difficult
economic climate. For every $1 in donation that RTHC receives,
the organization provides $4 of benefits to families and individuals in need.
RTHC has repaired and renovated over 500 homes in Howard
County at no cost to the homeowner. The organization is able to
do this through a unique combination of corporate sponsorship,
volunteer labor, discounted services, donations of building materials, and bulk ordering discounts.
In addition to sponsoring a home repair project, many sponsors also choose to show their support by providing a volunteer
team on RTHC’s annual National Rebuilding Day held in April.
Each team “adopts” a house on behalf of their organization and
works directly with the homeowner to make the necessary repairs
during a very rewarding day of service.
There are lots of ways to get involved and support this local
non-profit. To find out more about RTHC, visit them online at
www.rebuildingtogetherhowardcounty.org, call 410-381-3338, or
email info@rebuildingtogetherhc.org.

Draft Village Center Master
Plan Available for Review
There is still time to comment on the Draft Village Center Master Plan. If you didn’t have an opportunity to speak
with members of the Master Plan Committee (MPC) during
the Village Elections or haven’t checked out the information
online, comments are being accepted through May 31.
The purpose of the Plan is to define the boundaries of
the Village Center, provide a synopsis of current and future
issues, and offer a framework for implementing near-term
and long-term improvement options. The Plan also assesses
the impact of future development in the surrounding area
on the Village Center and offers proposals for better integrating the Village Center with future development along the
adjacent Route 108 corridor.
The full draft and a shorter executive summary document are available for public comment through May 31. The
documents can be accessed at the River Hill Village website
at www.villageofriverhill.org and can be reviewed in printed
form during normal business hours at Claret Hall.
Big Hand Attacks River Hill?!? No...just a resident getting a “feel” for the Master
The MPC wants to hear from you!
Plan developed by a commmittee of River Hill residents to serve as suggestions
• What do you like most about the Master Plan?
for further development in the area.
• What areas need improvement?
• Do you have ideas that you would like to contribute?
Village of River Hill website, via email to the River Hill Village Man• Do you have concerns or issues that you want the Master
ager, Susan Smith, at manager@villageofriverhill.org, or by comPlan to address?
pleting a Master Plan comment form available at Claret Hall. The
Comments and suggestions for the Master Plan can be sent by
MPC will review all comments and present a final document for
leaving a comment at the bottom of this article posted online at the
approval at a Board meeting during the summer. Once approved,

the document will be submitted to the Columbia Association and
the Howard County Department of Planning and Zoning to guide
future development.

Be a Community Volunteer
Is this your time to serve your community? Become a Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) volunteer and meet your
neighbors, be active, and make
a positive impact in the community.
Learn how our village’s exterior alteration process works.
You don’t need any special
skills, just be at least 18 years
old, live in the Village, and have
the ability to conduct site visits and attend the meetings on
the 1st and 3rd Wednesday evenings.
The RAC is seeking community members to serve as
volunteers. This experience will
give you an opportunity to learn
about new materials and techniques available in the home
construction and landscaping industries, identify
new projects you’d like to implement at your own home, and give
back to your community. To find out how you can contribute and
make a difference in your own back yard, contact the Association’s Covenant Advisor at covenants@villageofriverhill.org or call
410-531-1749.
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Spring Classes in
River Hill:
Booty Beat (Claret Hall)
M ongoing
6:30–7:30 p.m.
Call 410-794-6757 or visit www.dmikolasko.zumba.com.

Easy Method Driving School (Meeting Room)
M/W ongoing
5:50–9:05 p.m.
Call 410-461-9090 or 1-877-461-9090 or
visit www.easymethoddrivingschool.com.

KidzArt (Claret Hall)
T ongoing
1–2 p.m.
Call 410-489-0323 or visit www.KidzArtMD.com.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)

School News
High School Graduation Dates
Atholton High School: Friday, May 24 at 4 p.m.
River Hill High School: Thursday, May 30 at 4 p.m.

Summer Opportunity for
Students
Natural Resources Careers Camp (NRCC) is a great summer
opportunity for Maryland high school students who are interested
in forests, wildlife, or natural resources. At NRCC, students learn
about a wide range of forest, wildlife and natural resources topics with challenging hands-on lessons. Field and classroom experiences are taught by professionals currently working in the field.
This week-long residential camp will be held in Garrett County,
July 21-27. The cost is $500, with scholarships available from
your local Forestry Board. More information and application materials are at www.marylandforestryboards.org/nrcc.cfm.

Th ongoing
10–10:45 a.m.
Ages 0–5
Now registering for spring and summer classes. For information
call 301-758-0304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

Host Families Sought for
Exchange Students

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)

Next school year, twenty AFS exchange students from around
the world will come to Howard County for a life-changing year of

Tu/Th ongoing
7:30–8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Zumba® (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
9:30–10:30 a.m. and 6–7 p.m.
Call 410-794-6757 or visit www.dmikolasko.zumba.com.

Kids in the Castle

Award-winning licensed Family Day Care
in River Hill has openings for
next school year’s after-school care!
Drop in summer camp opportunities too!

410-531-8418
lwood105@gmail.com
License #155756 | HCFCCA Member
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School News
cross-cultural sharing. Families are asked to host these students
so they can attend the locally districted HS from your address.
They learn about our American culture from the inside and share
about theirs. Students from Thailand, Germany, Japan and Italy
are available for placement. If you would like to learn more about
becoming a host family or any aspect of our program, please contact Cindy Clemens 410-730-7411 or cindy.clemens@verizon.net.

RHHS Student Wins Film Fest
River Hill High School student Timothy Chen recently won
first place in the Howard County Student Film Festival, HC DrugFree Category. You can view Timothy’s 60-second film, “Choices,”
by visiting http://is.gd/hocoChoices. A complete list of HCPSS
student winners also can be found at www.hcdrugfree.org/images/HoCo_FilmFest_Winners.pdf.

Leadership Program for Girls
The Delta Scholars of Atholton High School (AHS) is an honors and leadership program for AHS students with a GPA of 3.0
or better. Delta Scholars receive mentoring and gain opportunities
for leadership and community service. The Atholton program focuses on preparing students for careers in the Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math fields. Contact Ms. Lindsey in Villa 1,
room 8 for the Delta Scholars application.

Community Yard Sale
Stuck in an organizational rut? Clutter covering your home?
Need a good place for spring cleaning casualties? The Atholton HS
Class of 2015 has just what you need. Atholton families are invited to participate in the Atholton Community Yard Sale on June
1. Spots are $25 and will sell out fast! Contact Mrs. Shelley at
crystal_Shelley@hcpss.org for more information.

Panthers Pounding The
Pavement AES 5K
The Atholton Elementary School (AES) PTA is hosting its third
annual Panther Pounding the Pavement 5K and 1 Mile Family Fun
Run/Walk on Sunday, June 2 at 9 a.m. at Atholton Elementary
School in Columbia. The 5K will tour the rolling hills of the Allview community while the 1 Mile Fun Run/Walk will be on a less
challenging course designed to be kid friendly. Rehydrate after the
race at the post race party including music, food, beverages and
a raffle. Additional information and online registration is at www.
aes5k.info. Ten percent of all proceeds goes to the Howard County
Autism Society with the remaining proceeds going to the AES PTA
to provide cultural arts and educational opportunities for AES students.

May 2013 • The River Hill Villager • 13

Architectural News
RAC MEETING DATES
Application Deadline

Meeting Date

May 3, 2013

May 15, 2013

May 24, 2013

June 5, 2013

June 7, 2013

June 19, 2013

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

Fridays by 12 Noon

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m.
and applications are reviewed in the order that applicants signin. Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental
documentation, application amendments, or additional information that the RAC has requested.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agendas are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agendas are published in The Villager when the publication schedule
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision.
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

Upcoming RAC Agenda
The May 15, 2013 Agenda will be posted at Claret Hall and available online at www.villageofriverhill.org/covenant-info/ beginning May 6, 2013.

AC Decisions
May 1, 2013
Pending
6313 Gentle Light Lane
5829 Wild Orange Gate

Vegetable Garden
Play Equipment

Enrolling for Summer 2013
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6020 Daybreak Circle
6321 Silvery Star Path
6612 Forest Shade Trail
6474 River Run
		
6512 Ocean Shore Lane
6448 South Wind Circle
		
		
6212 Lilac Bush Lane
		
6409 River Run
		
6306 Golden Star Place

ADA Accessible Access, Grading
Fence
Front Door, Transom, Sidelights
Landscaping, Retaining Wall,
Walkway, Steps
Hot Tub, Windows
Material Change: Deck Steps,
Solar Panels, Walkway,
Front Stoop
Screened Porch, Landscaping,
Tree Addition
Deck Addition, Material Change:
Deck
Fence

April 17, 2013
Approved
7016 Best Times Path
6423 Few Star Court
6037 Winter Grain Path
6452 River Run
5828 White Pebble Path

Patio
Front Porch
Tree Removals
Shed, Tree Removal
Hand Rails, Grading

Approved with Condition
12121 Sunlit Water Way
		

Shed, Tree Addition,
Vegetable Garden

Architectural News
April 3, 2013
Approved
7004 Jeweled Hand Circle
Patio, Awning, Walkway,
		
Porch
6517 Evening Company Circle Deck
Pending
6136 White Marble Court

Fence

March 6, 2013
Disapproved
5812 Laurel Leaves Lane

The 2013

Columbia
Home Tour

Sunday, June 2 2013
11 a.m.–5 p.m.

Addition

Fast Track AC Decisions
Approved
12200 Summer Sky Path
6636 Towering Oak Path

Lighting
Play Equipment Change

Appeals Hearing Date: TBD
5812 Laurel Leaves Lane

Addition

Embark on a self-guided tour
of distinct homes nestled
in the beautiful Columbia
Villages!
Tickets will be available at Claret Hall
beginning April 15.

For More Information:

410-730-3987
www.columbiahometour.org
Proceeds to benefit Rebuilding Together
in Howard County, a charity that
performs home repairs and modifications
to improve safety and accessibility for
homeowners.
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AROUND TOWN
Columbia Home Tour Seeks Volunteers

Pathway to Restoration

The Columbia Home Tour committee is seeking volunteers to act
as docents for the tour homes on Sunday, June 2. Two shifts are
available between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. Docents receive
a FREE Columbia Home Tour ticket! Contact Susie Jordan at 410730-3888 or hcevents@columbiavillages.org. to volunteer or get
information. Proceeds from the Columbia Home Tour benefit Rebuilding Together Howard County. This event, sponsored by the
ten Villages of Columbia and Columbia Archives, has a website at
www.columbiahometour.org.

It’s been more than two years since the Middle Patuxent Environmental Area (MPEA) helped with a restoration project along
the stream paralleling the Columbia Association pathway. Garlic
mustard plants with seeds have overgrown the area, so MPEA will
supply the trash bags if you provide the pulling power. They also
need help digging up other invasive plants you find such as Multiflora rose, Japanese barberry, and Autumn olive on this seek and
destroy excursion. Help is needed on May 28 from 9 to 11:30 a.m.
at Wood Elves Way path. No experience necessary. Contact Jeff
Claffy at 410-313-6209 or jclaffy@howardcountymd.gov.

Former Clarksville Resident to
Speak and Sign Books
Author and TV star Joanne Caras, formerly of Clarksville and
now living in Florida, will be Chabad of Clarksville’s featured
speaker at Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle, Clarksville, on May
19 at 7:30 p.m. Joanne’s two cookbooks The Holocaust Survivor
Cookbook and its sequel Miracles & Meals are a collection of over
240 stories and over 500 recipes from Holocaust survivors. Proceeds from every cookbook sold benefit a Soup Kitchen in Jerusalem and other charities. Refreshments made from recipes in the
cookbooks will be served and both cookbooks will be available for
purchase. Joanne will sign books after her speech.

Bike or Walk Columbia Trails
Explore Columbia is offering two programs that use Columbia pathways. The Family Bike Club is for kids and their parents and includes Columbia streams, lakes, and playgrounds. All
children will attend a free Bike Rodeo hosted by Bike Maryland
(www.bikemd.org) to learn safe cycling before joining a group ride.
The Adult Walking Club offers weekly walks of different lengths
that begin at different villages. Walks may include stops at a coffee shop, bakery, or local pub. All walks and bike rides have a
leader. Contact Margaret at margaretcabrinety@gmail.com or visit
www.explorecolumbia.org to sign up.

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com
Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

Red Mango
443-546-4798

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Tower Federal Credit Union
301-497-7000

Everett Jewelers
410-531-7990

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

The UPS Store
410-531-9861

Giant Food
410-531-7831

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

River Hill Sports Grille
410-531-7900

Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052

Panda Kitchen
410-531-7866

Subway
410-531-7982
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AROUND TOWN
Prelude to a Kiss

Red Cross Blood Drive

The Howard County Community College’s Arts Collective presents
this romantic comedy at the college’s Studio Theatre through May
19. Shows are on Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and on Sundays at 3 p.m. Tickets are $10 to $15. Call 443-518-1500 to purchase tickets. Visit www.howardcc.edu/artscollective for more
information.

Clarksville Middle School (CMS) is hosting a blood drive on Monday, May 13 from 4 to 8 p.m. at CMS, 6535 Trotter Road, Clarksville. To schedule an appointment visit www.redcrossblood.org
then click on the “Make a Blood Donation Appointment” box
on the top right and enter the Sponsor Code 05311152 or call
800-RED-CROSS. For questions on eligibility please call Donor
Services at 866-236-3276.

Boat Float
The Rotary Clubs of Howard County are once again hosting the
annual Boat Float on June 8 beginning at 9 a.m. at Lake Kittamaqundi. Fun family activities throughout the day including a parade of boat teams and kits to make “instant boats” for sale. Visit
www.hocoboatfloat.com for more information.

Gardening for Seniors
A Master Gardener Presentation
On May 14 at 7 p.m. at Town Center, 5430 Vantage Point Road,
Columbia, learn how to make modifications to your garden and
learn about variations in gardening tools that accommodate the
more limited mobility and flexibility of older or disabled gardeners.
Registration is preferred by calling 410-730-4744.

Hershey Park Trip
CA Camps is sponsoring this trip for kids in grades 6 through 10
on Friday, May 17. This will be a fun-filled day of rides, fun, and
dinner at Pizza Hut. Register by May 10 at camps@ColumbiaAssociation.org or 410-715-3165.

Preakness Stakes
The 138th running of the Preakness Stakes is on May 17 and
18, kicking off with Black-eyed Susan Day on May 17. Visit
www.preakness.com for all the details.
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COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS
Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting – Our
Passion is Your Pets
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday, overnight) New Client Discount. Jobs available: pet lovers,
please apply. Contact: www.PetSittinginMd.com; 443-745-8309;
jneckritz@comcast.net.

Lease Your Garage Space
Looking to immediately lease 1 car garage space for 12 months in
Clarksville area. Please call Mrs. Wood at 443-562-7142.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture, Art, Silver,
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+yr experience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Summer Camp in Clarksville by Peiying
Chinese School
Day camp (8:30-6:00) from 6/17 to 8/23. Learn Chinese and culture with fun: Art, Papercut, Calligraphy, Cook, Chess, Drama,
Martial art, Ping-Pong, swim, and Field Trip. Multiple camp experiences. Qualified teachers. Contact: peiyingchineseschool@gmail.
com or 443-535-0960.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration!
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support including Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more.
Contact Beverly Johnston–410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com
or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Air Conditioning & Heating Made Easy
Need your Furnace or Heat Pump or Air Conditioner replaced?
Need a Humidifier or Air Cleaner? Call Donnie at 301-854-9994.
Licensed and Insured. River Hill resident. MD State HVACR
Lic#01-7754.
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Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand running, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston–410-428-6771,
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Tiki’s Playhouse-Doggie Daycare/
Cageless Boarding/Grooming
Where dogs come to play. We offer Doggie Daycare, Cageless Boarding, Grooming, Dog Washing, Dog Walking, Pet Sitting, Pet Food
Delivery, Pet Taxi, and Doggie Ice Cream Truck. Fully fenced in
backyard with Manager on-site 24 hours. $5 OFF Grooming Service for first time clients only! Make a reservation request online at
www.tikisplayhouse.com or call 410-489-7889.

Private Drum/Guitar Lessons
Berklee College of Music student is available this summer to teach
any level of guitar or drumset in your home or mine. All ages. For
more information call Matt at 301-351-2378 or email Mdgold@
Berklee.edu.

In Home Personal Training
Did you always want to start an exercise program but did not
know how? Is sticking with a program difficult? I offer fun and effective program designs tailored to your personal goals. For more
details feel free to contact me: Monica, Certified Personal Trainer
at tennisme3@gmail.com or 443-415-8081.

Professional Math Tutoring
In the comfort of your own home. Monte Reiser, MSEE. Tutoring
elementary through high school. Personalized program for each
student. Special needs welcome. SAT/ACT Prep. Summer tutoring
available. For more information, email montereiser@gmail.com, or
call 443-896-4527.
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