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inside:inside: Members of the Teen Advisory Committee and other area teens are critical to the success of 
Association-sponsored events.  This happy group helped out at the 2011 Haunted Hallow’s Eve.

Make a Difference:

Association Provides Opportunities for Teens

T    he River Hill Community Associa-
tion’s Board of Directors has estab-
lished two committees that provide 

teens with opportunities to share their 
views and have a local impact. The Stu-
dent Member Committee has a maximum 
of two members who serve as liaisons 
to the Village Board of Directors. Mem-
bers of the Committee must be residents 
of the Village of River Hill and rising ju-
niors or seniors. The Association is look-
ing for youth who have strong leadership 
skills and are interested in participating 
in the governance of our community. The 
members serve in an advisory capacity to 
the Board of Directors, are responsible for 
attending the Board meetings, chair the 
Teen Advisory Committee, and serve as a 
link between their schools and the com-
munity. Sean Salisbury, a River Hill High 
School junior, currently serves in this ca-
pacity.   

 The Teen Advisory Committee con-
sists of a maximum of six, high school 
age members. This Committee is respon-
sible for promoting teen involvement in 
Association sponsored events and plan-
ning and implementing events and pro-
grams for teens. Members are expected 
to attend regular Committee meetings, 
occasional Board meetings, and partici-
pate in Association-sponsored events. The 
following youth currently serve on this 
Committee: Pradyun Dixit, Tiffany Kan, 
Sanjay Kunchakarra, Pauline Shih, and 
Deep Singh. In February, this Committee 
organized an afternoon for teens to make 
blankets for Project Linus. Many Associa-
tion–sponsored events would not be pos-
sible without the assistance of Committee 

Members and the teen volunteers who 
they recruit to help.
 The members of both committees are 
appointed by the Board of Directors fol-
lowing an application and interview pro-
cess. The Association is currently seeking 
teens who are interested in serving the 
community. The term of appointment for 
all positions is September 1, 2012 – Au-
gust 31, 2013. The position responsibili-
ties and application forms are available 
online at www.villageofriverhill.org or may 
be picked up at Claret Hall. The deadline 
for applications is May 31, 2012. For more 
information contact Susan M. Smith at 
410-531-1749 or manager@villageofriver-
hill.org. 

http://www.villageofriverhill.org
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Board Meeting Schedule

Board Highlights . . .

All meetings are held in Claret Hall at the River Hill Village Center. 
Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior to the meet-
ing. Residents are encouraged to attend resident speak-out dur-
ing each board meeting. If you have written material you would 
like the Board to review, please drop it by the village office by the 
Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved minutes are available 
for review at the village office. For additional information, please 
contact the village office.
 NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: May 7 and May 21 at 7 p.m. Visit 
www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board Meeting Agendas & 
Minutes. 

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Tracy Boulle,  

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates, www.brownandassociates.biz

Design: Kayle Simon, www.realfreshcreative.com

Village Manager: 
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Covenant Advisor: 
Evamarie Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Facility Coordinator: 
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Communications Coordinator: 
Tracy Boullé, events@villageofriverhill.org

Community Assistant: 
Maureen Cogan, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. - Noon

Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village 
office at the address above, or you may send an email to: 
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

RIVER HILL BOARD 
Dengfeng Liu liudf@jhu.edu 
Tony Miceli mathman21@me.com
(Traffic & Safety) 
Todd Harrison 410-531-0771
(Board Operations)
Kenny Kan (Financial Matters) kkwtkan@hotmail.com
Dipper Wettstein dipper@brazzeldazzle.com
(Open Space & Development)
Liyan Zhang  zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Sean Salisbury  salisbury34@verizon.net
(Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP. 
Michael Cornell    301-742-2761

River Hill Community 
Association, Inc.

Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029

Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769 
Fax 410-531-1259 

website: www.villageofriverhill.org

April 16, 2012

•	 Representatives from Boy Scout Troop 618 requested that the 
Association consider becoming the chartering organization for 
their troop. 

•	 Approved the FY12 3rd Quarter Financial Statements and 
Variance Analysis. 

•	 Discussed the Donaldson Funeral Home proposal and agreed 
to invite the applicant and the opposition to attend an upcom-
ing meeting to provide information to the Board.

•	 Executive Session held.
•	 Minutes Approved: March 5, 2012 and March 19, 2012.

April 23, 2012

•	 Heard from a resident of Swift Current Way inquiring about 
the status and related expenses from a lawsuit in which the 
Association has been involved (Case No. 13-C-10-084780).

•	 Approved the FY13 Operating Budget.
•	 Appointed Todd Harrison to the Village Board for the remain-

der of Cynthia Asoka’s term (May 1, 2012 – April 30, 2013).
•	 Interviewed Ms. Jenny Chu for appointment to the Village 

Board.
•	 Executive Session held.
•	 Minutes Approved: April 16, 2012

http://www.villageofriverhill.org
http://www.brownandassociates.biz
http://www.realfreshcreative.com
mailto:manager%40villageofriverhill.org%20?subject=
mailto:manager%40villageofriverhill.org?subject=
mailto:kkwtkan@hotmail.com
mailto:dipper@brazzledazzle.com
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 Michael Cornell, River Hill Representative to Columbia Council 
 Columbia Association Board of Directors 
 cell: 301-742-2761 home: 410-531-9340 
 michaelcornell@comcast.net

The views presented herein represent those of the author only and 
do not necessarily represent those of the River Hill Community As-
sociation Board of Directors.

Council Corner: Connections
 You may have heard the name of environmental leader, Bill 
McKibben, author of Eaarth – making a life on a tough new plan-
et. McKibbon is President and co-founder of 350.org, a climate 
change group that works to promote awareness and drive action 
on climate change. On May 5th, 350.org is calling for a Climate 
Impacts Day. Thousands off environmental actions will occur 
worldwide on May 5th. The Columbia Association will be part of 
that day with the Opening and Dedication Ceremony for the new 
solar array right here in River Hill next to the community center 
and pool off Trotter Road. 350.org’s  catch phrase is:  Connecting 
the Dots.
 CA is also developing an Active Transportation Action Agen-
da to create a more interconnected and comprehensive bicycling 
and walking circulation system for health, recreational and trans-
portation purposes. This project will result in a list of action items 
that will improve safe pedestrian and bicycle connections through-
out Columbia, with an emphasis on CA’s pathways. This project 
will be coordinated with the County’s Bicycle Master Plan initia-
tive, which will focus more on the county’s roadways. In short, 
we’re creating more people friendly connections. 
 Open space, the pools, tennis courts and virtually every other 
CA amenity exists in part to do just that – build connections and 
help to create a greater sense of community, in your neighbor-
hood, village and across Columbia. Activities sponsored by the 
Village, whether for families, children or adults, also serve to help 
create that sense of connectedness. As we move forward together, I 
would encourage you – as an individual – to do your part in creat-

ing connections through volunteering and participating in activi-
ties and organizations within the community. Whether its youth 
sports, scouting programs, your church, mosque or synagogue, or 
through the River Hill Village Association, your time and energy 
helps make our connections stronger. 
 What connection will you help build?

Check out the River Hill Community 
Association’s Facebook page. “Like 
Us” to get valuable information and 
stay informed about activities 
happening in Columbia.

mailto:michaelcornell%40comcast.net?subject=


May 2012 • The River Hill Villager • 5

 

ADAM AUGUST, 
Owner 
20 years 
experience in 
remodeling and 
design build. 

MAX, JOSH
and DANIEL 
our newest 
team members 
are gaining 
skills as they 
assist at each 
job site.

ADOLFO, Team 
Leader 
Adolfo has 
become a great 
asset to our team. 

MAXIMUS 
His hammer 

may be plastic 
but he’s still 
our favorite 
teammate!

TOMMY 
Kitchen and baths, 
windows and 
doors...a master 
remodeler with 15 
years experience.

SERGIO 
Nicknamed 
“strong man,” 
Sergio is our 
drywall and finish 
specialist. 

OSMAN 
our painter, 
is a 
perfectionist.

GILMER, Team 
Leader 
Adam’s secret 
weapon, Gilmer 
demands 
excellence.

Clarksville 
Construction has a 
live person working 
the magic behind 
the scenes. Her 
name is Leah. 
With 13 years 
of experience 
in construction 
management, she 
certainly knows the 
ropes in the office.

Clarksville Construction Services is proud of its exceptional 
and experienced staff. You’ll be comfortable with us in 
your home and pleased with our excellent workmanship. 

Call us today for a free estimate!
443-386-3099
www.clarksvilleconstruction.net

We Do It All.

Meet
Our 
Team.

We are proud to 
have attained the  
Better Business 
Bureau’s A+ 
Rating.

Visit Our New Website for 
Daily Internet Specials!

Columbia WalkAlong set for 
Saturday, May 12
 There is history all around us; you just have to know where 
to look. On Saturday, May 12, join Columbia Archives on one of 
three WalkAlongs and get to know some of Columbia’s hidden 
treasures. Three different walking tours will start out from Colum-
bia Town Center at 10 a.m. Trained guides will lead the groups.
 Tour 1 will set off across Route 29 via the pedestrian bridge 
to Oakland Mills. Participants will take a historical journey from 
Howard County’s agrarian roots through the development and on-
going refinements of Oakland Mills Village.
 Tour 2 will venture to Wilde Lake and the neighborhood of 
The Birches. The emphasis will be on the mid-20th century ar-
chitecture of the custom-built homes and the 19th-century struc-
tures that were a part of Oakland Manor.
 Tour 3 will explore the softer side of Town Center. A wooded 
path along a stream connects the lakefront and the Vantage Point 
neighborhood. Now, and more so in the future as Columbia sees 
increased development of the Town Center, this well-thought-out 
plan to incorporate nature in our everyday lives is an important 
tenet of Columbia.
 The tours are free but registration is required and limit-
ed to 30 people per tour. Registration is now available online at  
walkalong.eventbrite.com. For more information, please call 410-
715-3103 or e-mail Barbara.Kellner@ColumbiaAssociation.org.
 Columbia Archives, a service of the Columbia Association, is 
open to the public Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Appointments are encouraged. Among the materials available are 
articles about Columbia from the local and national media; home 
builders’ brochures; and Merriweather memorabilia; as well as a 

http://walkalong.eventbrite.com/
mailto:Barbara.Kellner@ColumbiaAssociation.org?subject=WalkAlong%20Question
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large document collection that is available for research. For more 
information on the Columbia Archives, please visit us online at 
www.ColumbiaArchives.org.

Free Gardening Presentations   
Composting
Thursday, May 10 at 7:00 p.m.
Kahler Hall, 5440 Old Tucker Row, Columbia
410-730-3888
The presentation explains how you can turn 
leaves, grass, and vegetable matter into black gold in your own 
backyard. 

1001 Worms for Children
Wednesday, May 16 at 6:30 p.m.
The Hawthorn Center, 6175 Sunny Spring, Columbia
410-730-7327
Worms fascinate children. Young participants will learn how 
worms living in an indoor bin can help reduce waste and make 
food for plants. In addition, the children will explore a worm bin, 
read Diary of a Worm and complete a simple craft project.

Free Soil Testing Kits
 In an effort to cut back on water pollution in Co-
lumbia, the Columbia Association’s (CA) Sustain-
ability and Community Development Service Bureau is helping 
Columbia residents test their soil to analyze the nutrients in the 
soil and determine the amount of fertilizer they need. By not ap-
plying unneeded fertilizer, residents will save money and help pro-
tect Columbia’s streams, ponds and lakes. CA has partnered with 

http://www.columbiaarchives.org/
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the Columbia Villages, Maryland Association of Soil Conservation 
Districts, Howard Soil Conservation District and the Keith Camp-
bell Foundation to conduct the soil tests.
 Soil sample bags are available at each Columbia village cen-
ter. Residents can pick up a bag and return the sample to their 
local village center. CA will then send the samples to a lab for anal-
ysis. When the results return, CA will host brief workshops in the 
village centers with the University of Maryland Extension Service 
and the Howard Soil Conservation District to interpret the results. 
For more information, contact John McCoy at:
John.McCoy@ColumbiaAssociation.com.
 Stop by Claret Hall now to pick up your free soil testing kit!

Successful RHCA Election  
and Recycling Events
 One hundred residents turned out in person for Village Elec-
tions on April 21 and one absentee ballot was received.  This is the 
largest number of voters since 2006. Congratulations to Dengfeng 
Liu, Dipper Wettstein, and Liyan Zhang who were elected to serve 
on the Village Board for the next two years. In May, the Board will 
appoint someone to fill the remaining open position. 
 The sunny and warm weather made it the perfect day to 
combine voting with recycling old electronics. There was an over-
whelming response to this service, with some residents mak-
ing multiple trips to empty their basements and garages of old 
computers, TVs, monitors, and more. One couple even rolled 
their large TV from their home to the truck! The truck filled 
more quickly than we, or Electronic Solution Services, antici-
pated and unfortunately some residents had to be turned away. 
However, we hope to be able to offer this service again. If you 
missed out this time, the County offers eCycling at the Alpha 

Residents recycled large amounts of electronics when they came out to 
vote.

Ridge Landfill (2350 Marriottsville Road, Marriottsville) Mon-
day – Saturday, 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. For more eCycling options visit  
www.co.ho.md.us/electronics.htm.

mailto:John.McCoy@ColumbiaAssociation.com
http://www.co.ho.md.us/electronics.htm
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Please visit:
www.columbiahometour.org

Join us on Facebook:

“Columbia Home Tour 2012”

Local Food on the 15th 
Program Receives International 
Recognition
 In January 2011, The Villager first reported about the Food 
on the 15th program that Julie Rosenthal began six years ago be-
cause her fifth grade daughter didn’t understand that there were 
hungry people in Howard County, and she thought money came 
out of ATM machines. The Food on the 15th program continues 
to show children that you don’t have to be wealthy to contribute 
your time, energy and creativity in making your community a bet-
ter place. The program allows students to see the beginning (col-
lection of foods), middle (sorting and bagging) and end (joy and 
appreciation on the seniors’ faces when the food was delivered) of 
a community service project. 
 We are pleased to report that the program continues to grow 
and has recently received international recognition. In April, 
Voice of America’s award winning videographer, June Soh, creat-
ed a three minute video showing people about Howard County’s 
Food on the 15th Program. Voice of America is the official exter-
nal broadcast institution of the U.S. federal government produc-
ing approximately 1,500 hours of news and feature programming 
each week for an estimated global audience of 123 million people, 
The video shows viewers the process that students at Pointer’s 
Run Elementary School go through to get the food to the residents 
in need. You can view the story and video at  www.voanews.com/
english/news/usa/Students-Learn-Lesson-in-Power-of-Giv-
ing-147335905.html.
 The River Hill Community Association continues to be in-
volved with this beneficial program by being a central collection 

point for people to bring food coupons and gallon size zip lock type 
bags. The coupons should be the ones that come free in the local 
newspapers. The coupons don’t need to be clipped out; people can 
donate the whole “package” of coupons or take what they need for 
themselves and donate the rest. The coupons will then be distrib-
uted to the community room of the buildings. Residents can come 
and clip out the ones they want and leave the rest for others in 
the building. Donations of gallon sized zip lock type bags are also 
being collected and will be used for bagels donated by two Dunkin 
Donuts four days a week. 
 For more information on Food on the 15th and volunteer-
ing opportunities, please contact Julie Rosenthal via email at  
foodonthe15th@gmail.com and be sure to “Like” them on Face-
book to find out about volunteer opportunities.

CA’s New Logo Springs Up 
Around Town
 On April 19 the Columbia Association 
officially launched its new logo.  Residents 
who are familiar with and have an attach-
ment to the former logo, the People Tree, 
will recognize a modernized version in the new logo.
 Why has CA chosen to change its logo?  There are several rea-
sons, the most compelling being that the Columbia community 
is in a time of change.  From the Symphony Woods Park develop-
ment, to the first new homes being built in Columbia in quite a 
few years, to the Downtown Plan and mall redevelopment…there’s 
just a lot of new and exciting things happening in Columbia.  At 45 
(yes, our town is 45 this year!), a new generation is taking root and 
starting families, new ideas are forming, new initiatives are in the 

http://www.voanews.com/english/news/usa/Students-Learn-Lesson-in-Power-of-Giving-147335905.html
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/usa/Students-Learn-Lesson-in-Power-of-Giving-147335905.html
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/usa/Students-Learn-Lesson-in-Power-of-Giving-147335905.html
mailto:foodonthe15th@gmail.com
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Bagel Bin & Deli 
410-531-0335

Columbia Bank 
410-531-7000

Everett Jewelers 
410-531-7990

Giant Food 
410-531-7831

Hair Cuttery 
410-531-8052

Ledo Pizza 
443-535-0599

M&T Bank 
410-531-7083

Massage Envy 
410-531-0711

McDonald’s 
410-531-7950

Panda Kitchen 
410-531-7866

River Hill Cleaners 
410-531-7742

River Hill Optical 
410-531-7920

River Hill Sports Grille 
410-531-7900

Subway 
410-531-7982

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com

Sunoco 
410-531-7510

Tower Federal Credit Union 
301-497-7000

The UPS Store 
410-531-9861

Vintage Cellars 
410-531-7860

works, and CA wants to convey this new spirit. The new logo will 
also provide CA with more flexibility. CA actually owns the rights 
to the new image and it is designed so to work in the small spaces 
required by social media.  
 Yes, that’s right; CA owns the People Tree sculpture, but not 
the trademark for the image! As a result, there are many organiza-
tions that utilize the People Tree image in their marketing materi-
als.  From the beginning, it has been a mission of Columbia to be 
a place where people enjoy their work, their lives, the environment 
and the community.  The People Tree, has represented the ideal of 
people working, playing, growing and prospering together.  This is 
where the new logo gets its “roots.”  The new logo is a logical pro-
gression and evolution of the meaning and symbolism of the tree.  
It is now contemporary, bright, simple, lively and full of meaning.  
The new “tree” is comprised of people with open arms in each leaf 
of the top of the tree.  The arms and the people connect to one an-
other.  When the logo appears without the tree trunk, a full circle 
is formed signifying wholeness, completeness, unending strength, 
motion and progress.  The colors represent the sky and earth…
beautiful, cloudless days with bright green space and pathways.  
The blue and green are about health, growth, happiness and fun.
 So when you see the new logo, in one of its representations, 
equate this to all the services and opportunities that CA provides 
and the important role that each of us play in making Columbia 
the special community that it is!
 Check out the short video introducing the new logo on You-
Tube at youtube.com/user/CATVChannel.  Let CA know what you 
think of the new logo by posting comments on their main Face-
book page at facebook.com/CA.ColumbiaAssociation.  Or provide 
your comments and questions online at solutions.columbiaasso-
ciation.org. 

Make This Summer Count
 Summer is a great time to make a difference your community!  
Neighbor Ride invites you to bring your kids along and reach out 
to local seniors as a volunteer driver.   Daytime, evening and week-
end opportunities are available for adults looking for a flexible and 
truly rewarding volunteer experience. 
 Neighbor Ride is a volunteer-based nonprofit dedicated to 
decreasing isolation and improving the quality of life for Howard 
County’s older residents by providing transportation for health 
care appointments, cultural and social activities, volunteer com-
mitments, shopping, fitness and language classes, religious ser-
vices and other personal needs.   Volunteer drivers simply choose 
to provide the needed rides that fit their schedules and are conve-
nient to their homes, offices and daily routines. No set schedule is 
required. This service is offered so local seniors, age 60 and over, 
can remain active, independent and connected to the community.
 Contact Rosemary Noble or Patrice Cerwonka at (410) 884-
7433 or volunteer@neighborride.org for more information. You 
may also visit us on the web at www.neighborride.org. 

Home Tour Features  
Village of River Hill
 On Sunday, June 3, 2012 from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., the Villages of Columbia will hold 
the third annual Columbia Home Tour.  This 
year, three locations in the Village of River 
Hill will be included in the tour.   Tick-
ets are $20 each in advance and are now 

mailto:volunteer@neighborride.org
http://www.neighborride.org
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available at any of the ten Columbia village community centers  
(www.columbiavillages.org).  On the day of the event, tickets will 
only be for sale at Claret Hall at a cost of $25 each.
 The Columbia Home Tour provides an interesting perspective 
on what facets of architecture in Columbia endure and what has 
changed to reflect the needs and style of today’s residents. The five 
featured homes include an original Pacesetter in Oakland Mills, a 
large traditional colonial with beautiful details in Kings Contriv-
ance, a Tuscan “castle” in River Hill, a couple’s first townhouse in 
River Hill, and an eclectic condominium in a Wilde Lake high rise. 
 With a tour guide book and map, participants will embark on a 
self-guided tour of five distinct homes nestled in the beautiful Co-
lumbia villages. Docents will welcome you at each location and guide 
you through the home’s diverse architecture and unique qualities.  
From 1 to 4 p.m., all ticket holders are invited to visit Claret Hall 
in River Hill for a reception with refreshments and displays by Co-
lumbia Archives. 
 For more information on this event, please contact Carol Ho-
belmann at 410-730-3987 or wlevents@columbiavillages.org. Join 
us on Facebook: “Columbia Home Tour 2012” or visit our website 
at www.columbiahometour.org. 
 Proceeds from The Columbia Home Tour will benefit “Bridges 
to Housing Stability.” The Columbia Home Tour is sponsored by 
the Villages of Columbia and Columbia Archives.

River Hill 50+ Club Update
 The group continues to meet monthly and has continued to 
grow. Last month’s discussion about Geocaching in Maryland 
and foreign countries drew quite a crowd. On May 22 at 7 p.m., 
the group will gather at Claret Hall to enjoy travel slides from Joy 
Cheung’s, founder of the 50+ Club, trip to Ireland. A special reci-
pe for Irish soda bread from a restaurant in Ireland will be shared! 

http://www.columbiavillages.org
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The group plans to meet on Tuesday, June 19 and July 17 as well.
 Please join the River Hill 50+ Club to make new friends, share 
information and do and plan on and off site activities. You do not 
need to be a River Hill resident to attend. For more information, 
please feel free to contact Tracy Boulle at 410-531-1749.

Bridges to Housing Stability 
Assists Local Households
 Did you know that every day approximately 200 people in 
Howard County are homeless? Did you know that one out of eight 
children in Howard County lives in poverty?  Did you know that 
a full-time worker must earn over $23/hour to be able to afford 
a 2-bedroom, fair market apartment in Howard County.  These 
circumstances make organizations such as Bridges to Housing 
Stability critically important.  Bridges is committed to prevent-
ing homelessness by providing effective services and compel-
ling advocacy that result in housing stability for Howard County 
households.  Bridges offers case management aimed at hous-
ing stability, provides a supportive environment, helps with goal 
planning for future housing stability, assists with budgeting, and 
more.
 Bridges does not offer immediate crisis services for homeless 
families or for those about to be evicted.  Rather, its services are 
directed toward long term housing stability.  Howard County resi-
dents, or organizations assisting a Howard County resident, are 
urged to contact Bridges when behind on rent, facing future evic-
tion, in the situation where they are paying most of their income 
for housing, they have poor credit and/or a poor rental history, or 
are homeless and seeking stable housing. 
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For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

The River Hill Village Center 
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)

Offering the Best Treatments, including

Best Treatments Available
Reasonable Fees
Afternoon & Evening Appointments
Consultations are Free
Excellent Results
Super Smiles

Free Initial Consultation 
410-381-1077

 For more information about Bridges, to learn about specific 
examples where their efforts have made a difference, and to find 
out how you can support their efforts, visit www.bridges2hs.org, 
email info@bridges2hs.org, or call 410-312-5760.

Stream Stabilization Project 
Planned for Trotter Road
  The Howard County Department of Public Works (DPW) 
plans to close Trotter Road during part of the summer to allow for 
the construction of a project to protect the embankment of Trotter 
Road (Capital Project D-1163).
 DPW is finalizing the design for a project to stabilize and pro-
tect approximately 200 linear feet of eroding stream bank abutting 
a portion of Trotter Road.  The project is scheduled to be con-
structed this summer beginning in mid-June after school closes 
for the year.  The summer was chosen for construction to avoid 
impacts to school year traffic.  In order to provide for the safety 
of the traveling public and construction workers, it will be neces-
sary to detour traffic from a portion of Trotter Road to construct 
the project.  Signs will be posted along Trotter Road and the sur-
rounding area approximately two weeks prior to the expected de-
tour being put into place. The project will include an imbricated 
(stacked) stone wall to stabilize the affected stream bank and pro-
vide the necessary protection for Trotter Road and the utilities un-
derneath.
 As more information becomes available regarding the dates 
and extent of the road closure, the Association will share the in-
formation with residents via our website, listserv, and newsletter.  
If you would like additional information about the project, please 
contact Mark Richmond, DPW Project Manager, at 410-313-6413 
or msrichmond@howardcountymd.gov.

http://www.bridges2hs.org
mailto:info@bridges2hs.org
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Spring Classes in 
River Hill:
Arya Dance Class (Claret Hall/Meeting Room)

Wed  ongoing  6 - 9 p.m. 
Sat  ongoing   9:15 - 11:45 a.m.
Call 240-421-0020 or visit www.aryaintl.com. 

Central Maryland Ballet (Claret Hall)

Sat 1/14 - 6/2 9:30 - 10:45 a.m. 
Sat 1/14 - 6/2 10:45 - 11:45 a.m. 
Call 443-472-7772 
or visit www.centralmarylandyouthballet.com.

Easy Method Driving School (Meeting Room)

T/Th ongoing 5:50 - 9:05 p.m.
Call 410-461-9090 or 1-877-461-9090 or 
visit www.easymethoddrivingschool.com. 

KidzArt (Claret Hall)    

T 1/3 - 6/15   1 - 2 p.m.
Call 410-489-0323 or visit www.KidzArtMD.com.

Spanish Immersion Class  (Claret Hall) 

Sat 3/17 – 5/6 9:30-10:20 a.m
Sat 3/17 – 5/6 10:30-11:20 a.m 
Sat 5/12 & 5/19 (free demos) 9:15-10:45 a.m.      
For more information, visit www.kidsforeignlanguages.com or 
contact ken.kennedy2@gmail.com or 410-988-2103.

Middle Patuxent Nursery School (Meeting Room)

M-F 9/6/11-5/25/12  9:15 - 12 noon Ages 2-5
For information call 443-535-9030 or visit www.MPNS.net.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)

Th 4/12 - 6/14 10 - 10:45 a.m. Ages 0 - 5
Now registering for summer classes. For information call 
301-758-0304 or visit 
www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

Rosestan Persian Language School (Meeting Room)

Sun  ongoing  10:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Call 410-442-5009 or visit www.rosestan.com. 

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)

T/Th ongoing 7:30– 8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com. 

Volunteers Stepped Up to 
Clean Up
 April 14 was a beautiful spring morning, just perfect for a 
community clean up!  Twenty-two volunteers met at Claret Hall, 
got going on juice and doughnuts, and donned safety vests before 
tackling the open space.  The group traversed the pathways and 
tot lots between MD 32 and the townhouses and gathered 16 bags 
of trash which were picked up and disposed of by the Columbia 
Association’s Open Space Management Team.  Older members of 
the group ventured into the stream valley to collect items that had 
been picked up by storm water and deposited along the banks.  
The most unique items found were an old tire, an old rusted shov-
el, and a large piece of a plastic car bumper.  Thanks to everyone 
who helped out!  We look forward to next year’s event. 

http://www.kidsforeignlanguages.com
mailto:ken.kennedy2%40gmail.com?subject=
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 The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and 
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at 
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m. 
and applications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign-
in. Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental 
documentation, application amendments, or additional infor-
mation that the RAC has requested.
 Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior 
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret 
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agen-
das are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agen-
das are published in The Villager when the publication schedule 
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review 
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ 
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not 
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision. 
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

Architectural News:
 

RAC MEETING DATES
Application Deadline Meeting Date

April 13, 2012 May 2, 2012

April 27, 2012 May 16, 2012

May 18, 2012 June 6, 2012

June 8, 2012 June 20, 2012

June 29, 2012 July 18, 2012

July 20, 2012 August 1, 2012

August 3, 2012 August 15, 2012

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline Fridays by 12 Noon

Upcoming RAC Agenda
May 2, 2012

6425 Fairest Dream Lane Landscaping, Lattice to Grade,
  Patio, Tree Addition  
6308 Last Sunbeam Place Play Equipment
12005 Distant Thunder Trail Landscaping: Trees
6512 Hazel Thicket Terrace Painting, Staining & Residing
6409 Warm Sunshine Path Fence
6504 Ocean Shore Lane Fence
6445 River Run Play Equipment, Shed
5916 Mystic Ocean Lane Lighting (Exterior)
6589 Autumn Wind Circle Steps, Walkway

AC Decisions
April 18, 2012

Approved
5937 Gentle Call    Color Change: Front Door

6448 River Run    Retaining Walls
6333 Morning Time Lane  Patio

Approved with Conditions
6473 Empty Song Road    Deck
6512 Folded Leaf Square    Play Equipment
12124 Flowing Water Trail    Garden: Flower &/or Vegetable

Pending
5800 Laurel Leaves Lane   Pool Part 1
6304 Victorious Song Lane    Porch: Screened

April 11, 2012

Approved
12120 Shining Stars Lane    Picket Fence
7071 Garden Walk     Retaining Walls, Tree Removal, 
   Walkway
6024 Blue Point Court Patio
12124 Flowing Water Trail Fence: Picket
12148 Flowing Water Trail Deck; Screened Porch
6404 River Run  Deck
6300 Victorious Song Lane    Solar Panels

http://www.villageofriverhill.org
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Architectural News:
 

AC Fast Track Decisions
Approved
6509 Evensong Mews   Tree Removal
6300 Victorious Song Lane   Solar Panels
5927 Indian Summer Drive  Tree Removal
5717 Whistling Winds Walk   Exterior Lighting
6409 Summer Sunrise Drive     Tree Removal
5916 Mystic Ocean Lane      Exterior Lightning`

Cul-de-sac Beautification 
 If you are tired of looking at your unadorned cul-de-sac and 
are inspired, the Association has an opportunity to beautify your 
cul-de-sac and have fun with your neighbors at the same time. 
Apply for a Cul-de-sac Beatification Grant! The purpose of this 
program is to improve the streetscape, reduce maintenance re-
sponsibilities of the surrounding homeowners and to encourage 
neighborhood cooperation and community spirit. The Association 
has two, $200 grants available this year. To qualify, submit: a Cul-
de-sac Beatification Grant form, a before photograph, a petition 
with signatures of the residents surrounding the cul-de-sac (80%), 
a plan showing the proposed modifications including size and 
spacing information, and a list of plant material and other items 
to be used. Applications will be reviewed by the Covenant Advisor 
and if approved will be forwarded to Howard County Department 
of Public Works for review and final approval. The contact person 
will be notified by phone and in writing when the project is ap-
proved. The plan must be approved before the work begins. Stop 
by the Village office or go to www.villageofriverhill.org to get an ap-
plication.

Approved with Conditions
7029 Garden Walk    Patio, Retaining Walls, 
  Water Feature
6582 River Run Window Addition
Tabled
5800 Laurel Leaves Lane Pool-Part1

March 21, 2012

6482 South Wind Circle    Step(s), Walkway
6512 Evensong Mews    Deck, Patio, Retaining Walls
6432 Fairest Dream Lane    Door: Patio, Window Addition, 
Windows 
6420 Distant Melody Place    Step(s), Walkway, Patio
6409 River Run    Color Change: Shutters and
  Trim, Play Equipment, 
  Retaining Walls
12104 Hidden Waters Way   Garage Doors

Approved with Conditions
6301 Departed Sunset Lane    Fence: Paddock
6404 Western Star Run    Play Equipment

Disapproved
6404 Western Star Run    Door
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School News:
 

Atholton Golf Outing
 The Atholton High School Athletic Boosters will host a Golf 
Outing on June 8 at the Fairway Hills Golf Club. Different levels of 
sponsorships, 50/50 tickets and Mulligans are also be available. 
Sponsorships and contributions are fully tax deductible. For more 
information and to register, you can go to www.golfdigestplanner.
com/21094-AtholtonGolfOuting/.

HC STARS Celebration
 On May 20 at 5 p.m., the 3rd annual STARS Celebration will 
be a magical night of theater. It will feature excerpts from each 
high school theatrical production, a performance by the All Coun-
ty Improvisational Acting Troupe and a salute to the HC STARS 
critic teams. An all-county, all-star student orchestra will accom-
pany the evening’s entertainment. The celebration will be held at 
Mt. Hebron High, 9440 Rt. 99, Ellicott City. Tickets are $10 and 
are available online at www.seatyourself.biz/rhhs. For more infor-
mation, contact tracy_adler@hcpss.org.

Adolescent Mental Health 
Concerns
 A panel of representatives including school psychology staff, 
private therapists, and community advocates will address com-
mon stressors such as academic pressure, life transitions, fear 
and anxiety, low self-esteem and social issues, how they can af-
fect different teens in different ways, and how concerned par-
ents can help on May 10 from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. at The Bain 
Center, Columbia. Parents will have the opportunity to take part 
in an open discussion or submit questions anonymously, de-
pending on their comfort level. Space is limited for this for free 
event, so please pre-register by calling 410-313-1940 or emailing 
children@howardcountymd.gov. This discussion is for parents 
only.

Attendance Area Committee 
Seeks Participants
The HCPSS is seeking 10-12 Howard County residents for a com-
mittee to review potential elementary redistricting plans under 
consideration for the 2013-14 school year. Committee members, 
which may include one student, are appointed by the Superinten-
dent to advise and comment during the planning phase regarding 
capital budget and redistricting recommendations. Members at-
tend 12-15 evening meetings. If redistricting is deferred, the pool 
of citizens who have expressed interest will be retained for the fol-
lowing year. Please submit a letter of interest and resume by May 
2 to: HCPSS Office of School Planning, 10910 Clarksville Pike, Ell-
icott City, MD 21042. For more information, call 410-313-1554 or 
email jennifer_bubenko@hcpss.org.

Open Your Door to the World
Welcome an exchange student into your home and see the USA 
through new eyes! AFS Intercultural Programs is seeking host fam-
ilies for the 2012/13 school year. Students arrive with their own 
health insurance and spending money. What they need is a family, 
three meals/day, and a bed to sleep in. Please contact us to find 
out more about hosting students like these. They are all serious 
and accomplished students. For more information, please contact 
Cindy Clemens at 410-730-7411 or cindy.clemens@verizon.net or 
go to www.afsusa.org.

Board Seeks Input on Artificial 
Turf Joint Use Agreement
 The Board of Education and the Howard County Department 
of Recreation and Parks will hold a regional meeting and a public 
hearing to receive community input on the proposed artificial turf 
joint use agreement. The regional meetings will be held on May 15 
at 6 p.m. at Glenelg HS. Representatives from the HCPSS and the 
Department of Recreation and Parks will review the terms of the 
joint use agreement at the regional meetings. The presentation will 
be followed by a question and answer session. The Board will hold 
a public hearing on the topic during the evening session of the May 
10 Board meeting at 7:30 pm. The Board is scheduled to take final 
action on the agreement on May 22.

mailto:tracy_adler@hcpss.org
mailto:children@howardcountymd.gov
mailto:jennifer_bubenko@hcpss.org
mailto:cindy.clemens@verizon.net
http://www.afsusa.org/


May 2012 • The River Hill Villager • 17

AROUND TOWN
Benefit for the Humane Society

Great Sage will be hosting a benefit day for The Humane Society of 
the United States on Sunday, May 20.  Enjoy great food and learn 
more about this animal welfare non-profit organization.  10% of 
the daily sales will be donated to the HSUS.  Brunch will be served 
from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m., lite fare from 3 - 5 p.m., and dinner from 5 - 
9 p.m.  Call 443-525-9400 for more information.

Chamber Concert Three:  
Columbia Orchestra Piano Trio

The Columbia Orchestra will be presenting a richly romantic 
piano trio on Saturday, May 12 at 7:30 p.m. This free event will 
be held at Christ Episcopal Church. For more information, go to 
www.columbiaorchestra.org.

Open Critique by Fellow Artists
Visual Artists’ Alliance of Maryland will host a free open critique 
by fellow artists on Monday, May 21. Bring up to two pieces of art-
work. The event will be held at 7 p.m. at the Gary J. Arthur Com-
munity Center, Cooksville. For more information, go to 
www.meetup.com/paint360.

Family Wellness Day
On Sunday June 3 from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m., Family Wellness Day 
(formerly Healthy Howard Day) will be held at Centennial Park. 
This is a free community event that showcases the county’s health 
initiatives at school, in the home and at work. For more informa-
tion, go to www.wepromotehealth.org.

Tri Columbia Kidz Triathlon
Registration is open for the TriColumbia Kidz Triathlon which will 
be held on Sunday, July 22. The race provides youth ages 7-15 
the opportunity to experience a healthy, fit lifestyle while boosting 
self-esteem in a fun, family-friendly environment. Kids experience 
the thrill of a real triathlon just like their adult role models. The 
event includes chip timing, age group awards, professional pho-
tography by ASI, and a post race food tent and party. To register, 
visit www.tricolumbia.org/events/?eid=7.

Clarksville Community  
Supported Agriculture

The Zahradka Farm will provide fresh, local produce each week in 
a farmer’s market style set up at Clarksville Middle School Thurs-
days from 4 - 6:30 p.m. The season will run for 24 weeks from 
June 7 through November 18. A 5% discount will be offered to 
members who pay in full by May 31. A monetary donation will be 
made to the local PTAs and a weekly food donation will be made 
to Food on the 15th based on the number of CSA members from 
Clarksville. Please look through the Zahradka Farm website at 
www.thezahradkafarm.com/ for information on becoming a 
member of the CSA. Please contact Libby at with any questions.

Wine in the Woods Celebrates 20 Years
On Saturday, May 19 from 11 a.m. – 6 p.m. and Sunday, May 
20 from 11 a.m. – 5 p.m., the annual Wine in the Woods will be 
held in Symphony Woods. Come out and sample Maryland’s fin-
est wines from a souvenir glass; make food purchases from an 
abundance of high quality, distinctive restaurants and caterers; 
sharpen your palate by attending wine education seminars; enjoy 
exceptional works offered by invited artists and crafts persons; 
and revel in continuous live entertainment on the Purple and 
Green stages. For more information and to purchase tickets, go to 
www.wineinthewoods.com/.

http://www.columbiaorchestra.org
http://www.meetup.com/paint360
http://www.wepromotehealth.org
http://www.tricolumbia.org/events/?eid=7
http://www.thezahradkafarm.com/
http://www.wineinthewoods.com/
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COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS
Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting –  

Our Passion is Our Pets
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, mid-
day, overnight) New Client Discount. Contact: C443-745-8309;  
www.PetsittingMd.com; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Family Looking for a House/ 
Apartment to Rent

Former River Hill family returning to Columbia for the summer in 
need of house/apartment to rent. Non-smoking/cat-free a plus. 
Dates and length of lease flexible between 6/20 and 7/31. Contact 
jose.penny@gmail.com.

 Air Conditioning & Heating Made Easy
Need your Furnace or Heat Pump or Air Conditioner replaced? 
Need a Humidifier or Air Cleaner? Call Donnie at 301-854-9994. 
Licensed and Insured. River Hill resident. MD State HVACR 
Lic#01-7754. 

Maintain Your Property Year Round
Call 21st Century Lawn & Landscaping at 443-370-2470. Our 
main services include: professional cuts, mulching, leaf removal 
and snow removal. Visit www.21stcenturylawn.com and submit 
your info for a free estimate.

Private Basketball Training
Improve Your Game To the Next Level by Coach Chris Anderson. 
AAU Elite Basketball Team. Reference Upon Request. Phone: 443-
310-7764. Email: coachchrismd@verizon.net.

Elementary Reading, Math and Writing 
Tutor and Enrichment

Retired educator and instructional specialist with over 30 years 
experience in education. Offering one-on-one instruction tailored 
to your child’s learning needs. Also specializing in organizational 
and study skills. Please call or email Linda Herriotts at 301-873-
3751 or herriotts1@verizon.net.

Affordable Childcare Available
Flexible, live-in childcare available, just $345 per week for 45 
hours of childcare. Application fee waived. English-speaking au 
pairs with legal U.S. visas. Call Susan Dobrusin at 410-461-0606 
or email susan.dobrusin@lcc.culturalcare.com for more informa-
tion and promotion codes.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration!
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support includ-
ing Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more. 
Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771, bev@tsadvantage.com, 
www.tsadvantage.com.

Personalized Photography
Joody Carton Photography specializing in Mitzvahs, Weddings, Se-
nior Portraits and Boudoir. joodyc@gmail.com or 443-745-1315 
Call today! 

Want To Lease
I am looking to rent a condominium, townhouse, or a portion of a 
single family house in River Hill. Please contact TAB at cell 443-
676-0959 or email tabishsyed@yahoo.com.

Help Wanted - Dog Sitter
Looking for a responsible, caring, reliable and honest high school, 
college student or adult to dog sit my two adorable dogs for vaca-
tion dates. Please contact Judy 410-531-1816.

Personal Touch Services Cleaning  
Company

Family-owned cleaning company has a few openings. Well-known 
in area, great rates, same people every time. Call Cynthia A. Parr 
at 410-795-7951 or cell 410-804-7853 now!

Jasper Custom Cabinet Armoir for Sale
Authentic Jasper Custom Cabinet Armoir with custom Japanese 
artwork available. Almost new in excellent condition! Bought at 
over $4,000. Will sell for $695. Pictures provided upon request. 
443-538-6000. Will deliver in Howard County!

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant 
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand run-
ning, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and spe-
cial event support.   Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771, 
bev@tsadvantage.com, www.tsadvantage.com.

Are Your Kids Begging for a Dog?
How about babysitting a very cute, hypoallergenic mild-tempered 
20 lb. cocka-poo (cocker spaniel/poodle mix) for a few days or 
a week? Call for more information or set up a meeting with our 
pooch. Laura and Ron, 443-310-5504.

http://www.PetsittingMd.com
mailto:jneckritz@comcast.net
http://www.21stcenturylawn.com
mailto:herriotts1@verizon.net
mailto:susan.dobrusin@lcc.culturalcare.com
mailto:bev@tsadvantage.com
http://www.tsadvantage.com
mailto:joodyc@gmail.com
mailto:tabishsyed@yahoo.com
mailto:bev@tsadvantage.com
http://www.tsadvantage.com
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