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Thanks!
To our advertisers for supporting us!
Collen Brothers Services
Columbia Family Eye Care
Columbia Tree & Lawn
Frank J. Giarrantano, CPA
Kevin Gordon, State Farm 
Grassco Lawn Services
Handyman from Heaven
Hilltop Child Care Center
JFK Lawn & Landscape
Kimco Realty
Kumon North America
Catherine McLoughlin-Hayes, Long & Foster
Shun Lu Re/Max 100
Mike Friend, Home & Yard Services 
Molly Maid
Mr. Handyman
Northrop Team Real Estate
PCF Management 
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
Eileen Robbins / Long & Foster
Time Saver Advantage
Vanguard Orthodontics
Worldwide Concrete
Westerlund / LeReve Real Estate 
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.
Harry Witzke Funeral Home

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS:

4/29:  Elections  (Page 10)

4/4 & 5/2:  Gardening 
Programs  (Page 18)

Village Elections 2017:

Vote on By-Law Changes and Elect Your Community Leaders
Residents are encouraged to come out 

to vote in the Village Elections on Sat-
urday, April 29 from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. at 
Claret Hall. Your votes are needed to en-
sure resident representation in the gov-
ernance of the Columbia Association and 
the River Hill Community Association. 
This year, members will also vote on pro-

posed changes to the Association’s by-laws 
aimed at simplifying the voting process. In 
addition to voting, be sure to check out the 
exhibit celebrating the Association’s 25th 
Birthday. Learn about the history, the ac-
complishments, and the people who make 
the Village of River Hill such a great place 
to live.

Elect Your Representatives and 
Volunteer to Serve

Although the candidates are running 
unopposed, every vote matters! Per the As-
sociation’s legal documents, we must hold 
an annual meeting to elect representation, 
and a quorum of members is essential. 
Chao Wu is running for a second term as 
River Hill’s Columbia Council Represen-
tative. Dalia Shlash and Richard Thomas 
are running unopposed for two of the three 
open positions on the Association’s Board 

of Directors. Candidate statements can be 
found on pages 5-7. The remaining Board 
of Directors position has a two-year term 
and will be filled by appointment. The Vil-
lage Board is accepting letters of interest 
through April 14. Applicants will be inter-
viewed at the April 17 Board meeting. Let-
ters of interest should be addressed to: 
River Hill Board of Directors, 6020 Day-
break Circle, Clarksville, MD 21029 or 
emailed to manager@villageofriverhill.org.

Ballot Questions
Three changes to the Association’s by-

laws will be on this year’s ballot. The pur-
pose of the proposed changes is to enable 
electronic voting and to remove the re-
striction that prevents members from vot-
ing in person when another member from 
the household is voting by absentee bal-

Caring Corner
Local Merchant Teaches Art 
Form to Girl Scouts
Everett Jewelers recently hosted 
Girl Scout Junior Troop 10318 for an 
up-close learning experience about 
jewelry-making as part of their Bronze 
Award requirements. Rick Everett 
and his staff welcomed the troop and 
showed them around their work space 
in the back of the store where they 
have many different types of tools and 
machines. The art of engraving by hand 
was demonstrated along with the use 
of computer software programs for 
jewelry design. The girls left with beads 
and earring wire to create their own unique jewelry at an upcoming troop meeting. Special thanks 
to Everett Jewelers for taking the time to teach these young girls about how to transform an idea 
into a beautiful piece of jewelry! 

Continued on Page 5
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Board Highlights . . .

Board Meeting Schedule

All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River Hill Vil-
lage Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday 
prior to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resi-
dent Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you have writ-
ten material you would like the Board to review, please drop it 
by the village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All 
approved minutes are available for review at the village office 
and on the association’s website. For additional information, 
please contact the village office. (Contact info at left.)

NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: 
April 3, April 17 and May 1 at 7 p.m. Please visit www.villa-

geofriverhill.org to view the Board Meeting Agendas & Minutes. 

Village Manager: 
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Covenant Advisor: 
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Facility Coordinator: 
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Communications & Events Coordinator: 
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Administrative Assistant: 
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday 9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.–Noon

Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to: 
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

River Hill Community 
Association, Inc.

Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029

Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259

website: www.villageofriverhill.org

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:  

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz

Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com

RIVER HILL BOARD
Robert Choi  ..................................................................croblee@yahoo.com
Michael Cornell, Chair ............................................................ 301-742-2761 
Harjeet Singh Jandu .............................................. janduharjeet@icloud.com 
Mavourene Robinson .......................................  succexecutives@gmail.com 
Richard Thomas, Vice Chair  ...............................richthomas.rh@verizon.net 
Jason Zagnit  ................................................................... jzagnit@gmail.com
Liyan Zhang  ...........................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Jennifer Zhang (Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Chao Wu, superbwu@gmail.com

March 6, 2017

• The following members of the community shared their con-
cerns about the cell tower proposed on W.R. Grace proper-
ty and asked for the Board’s support: Lily Weiss-Lora (Empty 
Song Road), Sy and Lisa Rahwanji (Quiet Night Ride), Judy 
Ghirardelli (Hazel Thicket Terrace). Their concerns included: 
health effects, visual impact, property values, and the impact 
on the Simpson Oaks residential project. A petition signed by 
members of the community in opposition to the construction 
was submitted to the Board.

• Dalia Shlash (Linden Linthicum Lane) voiced her concern 
about the safety and condition of the tot lots in the village and 
asked for the Board’s support in pursuing upgrades. 

• Ratified an email vote approving the inclusion of changes to the 
by-laws on the Association’s election ballot to: enable online/
electronic voting and eliminate restrictions relating to absen-
tee voting.

• Minutes Approved: February 6, 2017.

March 20, 2017

• Met with representatives from Calvert Crossland LLC, W.R. 
Grace, and Chesapeake Realty Partners to discuss the cell 
tower proposed for the Grace property. Calvert Crossland con-
firmed they are investigating the use of an alternative location 
on the eastern side of Grace property.

• Heard from the following members of the community who ex-
pressed their views about the cell tower: Lily Weiss-Lora (Empty 
Song Road), Matt Brenner (Grateful Heart Gate), Philip Toy 
(Grateful Heart Gate), Sy Rahwanji (Quiet Night Ride), and 
Judy Ghirardelli (Hazel Thicket Terrace). An updated petition 
signed by members of the community in opposition to the con-
struction was submitted by Ms. Weiss-Lora.

• Approved the FY17 3rd Quarter Financial Reports and Vari-
ance Analysis.

• Reviewed the Association’s draft FY18 Operating Budget.
• Approved donations to: AHS Post Prom event, RHHS Post Prom 

event, 5th District Volunteer Fire Department, and the com-
bined Columbia Villages purchase of floor planks for the Chrys-
alis in Symphony Woods.

• Minutes Approved: March 6, 2017.
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Chao Wu, Ph.D.
River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
Email: chaowu2016@gmail.com 
Tel: 240-481-9637 
website: www.chaowu.org

Disclaimer: This column only represents Dr. Chao Wu’s 
personal opinion. It does not represent River Hill Board 
of Directors nor Columbia Association’s Board. 

How does Columbia Association (CA) get its money 
and spend its money? Here is a brief explanation of the 
2018 Fiscal Year Budget. 

The following information shows how this budget 
was developed from August 2016 to February 2017.
• On Friday, August 5, 2016, CA staff sent letters to 

CA board of directors, the village associations and 
all advisory committees, soliciting proposed changes 
to the FY 18 conditional budget which was approved 
in February 2016.

• On Thursday, Sept. 22, 2016, Village associations 
testified on the budget.

• On Thursday, October 13, 2016, the CA board host-
ed a public hearing for additions and deletions to 
the original conditional FY 18 budget from all stake-
holders. 

• On Friday, January 6, 2017, a summary of pro-
posed changes and board-approved threshold ad-
justments were delivered to the board.

• On Thursday, January 12, 2017, first deliberation 
took place by the board on the conditional FY 18 
budget with proposed additions and deletions from 
stakeholders.

• On Friday, February 3, 2017, board-recommended 
threshold adjustments made to the conditional FY 
18 budget including proposed revisions, were deliv-
ered to the board.

• On Thursday, February 9, 2017, a second delibera-
tion took place by the board.

• On Thursday February 23, 2017, the CA board dis-
cussed and approved the final FY 18 budget.
The tables at right show CA’s FY18 total income, ex-

penses, and major capital projects.
Have a nice spring. 

Council Corner: Overview of CA’s 2018 Fiscal Year Budget

INCOME  $ Millions EXPENSES $ Millions

Annual charge 38.5 Salary and Wages 25.0 

Tuition and enrollment 4.3 Payroll tax 2.0

Membership 3.8 Employee benefits 3.8 

Fees 6.9 Cost of sales 0.5

Rental 2.0 Operating supplies/expenses 5.9 

Sales 0.6 Fees 4.0

Gain(loss) on fixed asset disposals (0.4) Insurance 0.9

Other Income 0.3 Rentals 2.0

Package Plan Allocation 15.0 Taxes 0.5

Utilities 2.4

 Repairs& maintenance 5.6

Community Association asses share 3.2

Depreciation 9.8

Interest expense allocation 1.0

Total Income $71 M Total Expenses $67 M

Table 1: Income and Expenses Approved for FY 2018

PROPOSED CAPITAL BUDGET $ Millions PROPOSED CAPITAL BUDGET $ Milions

Columbia Swim Center Repairs & 
Splashdown Replacement 

2.9 Hobbit’s Glen Irrigation System – 
Back 9 Mainlines 

0.325

Watershed Improvement Projects 0.33 Horse Center – Barn Roof 
Replacement Phase III 

0.375

Athletic Club-Facility Improvements 
Construction 

2.1 Ice Rink – Facility Improvements 
Construction 

2.4

Columbia Gym-HVAC projects 
Phase II 

 0.3 Long Reach- Stonehouse Roofing 0.35

Columbia-Wide HVAC Projects/
Replacements 

0.3 Long Reach-Waiting Spring Pond 0.575

Table 2: FY 2018 Capital Projects with Budget Over 0.3 Million Dollars
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lot. Members are being asked to vote for or against the following 
changes:

Add to Section 1.07A. Votes to be Cast in Person: A mem-
ber unable to attend a meeting at which Directors of the Associa-
tion are to be elected or at which a Representative to the Columbia 
Council is to be elected, may also vote online using procedures 
established by the Board of Directors and/or the Election Com-
mittee. 

Add to Section 8.07. Absentee Ballots: A member may also 
cast one absentee ballot following the online procedures estab-
lished by the Board of Directors and/or Election Committee.

Delete from Section 8:07. Absentee Ballots: The absentee 
ballot will contain a detachable statement signed by the member 
certifying that he will be unable to cast his ballot at the designated 
polling place and that no other member of his residence will cast a 
ballot at the polling place.

Election Details
WHO: Any River Hill resident age 18 or older is a member of 

the Association and entitled to vote. Residents must bring proof 
of person, residency, and age to the poll. A Maryland driver’s li-
cense, Howard County voter registration card, passport, and/or 
birth certificate may be used. Newly settled residents may present 
a deed, lease, or a utility bill addressed to the individual at their 
River Hill address. 

WHEN: Claret Hall on April 29 from 9 a.m.–3 p.m. 
ABSENTEE BALLOTS: Will you be out of town, working, or 

just too busy running the kids around to come to Claret Hall on 
Election Day? Absentee ballots will be available on April 8 from 
9 a.m. – noon at Claret Hall and during regular business hours 

thereafter. Currently, an absentee ballot may only be cast if no 
other member of the residence will cast a ballot at the polling 
place. Absentee ballots may be requested in writing through April 
19 or in person at Claret Hall through April 28. Proof of person 
and age is required. All absentee ballots must be returned to Clar-
et Hall by midnight on April 28.

It’s Not Too Late to Help 
The Election Committee still needs volunteers to assist on 

Election Day from 8:45 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. One hour shifts avail-
able! Please contact Susan Smith, Village Manager, at 410-531-
1749 or manager@villageofriverhill.org if you can help. 

Meet the Candidates:  
Village Board of Directors
Dalia Shlash

I am a Maryland native and an 
orthodontist practicing in Howard 
County. My family and I enjoy living 
in the Village of River Hill, as it has 
all of the characteristics of a great 
neighborhood—wonderful schools, 
a functional design with a village 
center, walking paths, recreational 
facilities, and a strong sense of com-
munity. While it is the newest of Co-
lumbia’s communities, the Village is 
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approaching its 20-year mark and needs more upkeep.  If elect-
ed to serve on the River Hill Community Association Board of Di-
rectors, I would work with fellow board members to advocate for 
improvements in both amenities and safety, to maintain River 
Hill’s high reputation and quality of life. Also, I would help build 
a greater sense of community and civility. Finally, I will listen to 
your concerns, and help advocate for a vibrant healthy, River Hill 
community.

Richard Thomas
I was appointed to the River Hill 

Community Association Board of Di-
rectors two years ago, and have en-
joyed the opportunity to work with a 
dedicated group of board members, 
a great association staff, and very 
diverse group of fellow residents in 
maintaining the welfare and inter-
ests of our community. Having been 
a resident of River Hill for the past 22 
years, and Columbia for the past 33 
years, I am a strong support of the vision founder James Rouse 
had for Columbia. I will strive to continue to ensure the commu-
nity association staff and leadership provide value back to its 
members, the property owners and residents of River Hill. I also 
encourage everyone to maintain awareness of events and news in 
our community (through the villageofriverhill.org web page, mail-
ing list, facebook, or newsletter), and to become personally in-
volved in or attend at least one activity.
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Columbia Council 
Representative
Chao Wu 

It has been my pleasure to 
serve as River Hill’s representa-
tive on the Columbia Association 
(CA) board for the last two years. 
I served in the planning and 
strategy committee, the audit 
committee, the risk management 
committee and the board opera-
tion committee. I strongly believe 
that efficient and responsive 
management of CA is important to the organization and our 
residents. Furthermore, planned development and healthy 
fiscal condition are critical for our future. 

I have been involved in making decisions on many im-
provements and changes that are designed to better serve 
members and residents. CA board has been a strong advo-
cate on the bike lane, green energy usage and healthy, walk-
able neighborhood. 

I am constantly blogging at my website www.chaowu.org 
and writing on the River Hill Villager and keep you updated. 

I am asking for your votes to continue to serve as your 
representative. Together we can make our community better.

Association Proposes Budget
The Association’s fiscal year runs May 1 – April 30 and the Board of 

Directors is responsible for approving the annual operating budget. The 
Board of Directors will discuss the draft budget at its meeting on April 
3 and on April 17. The Board is expected to approve the FY18 budget 
at its meeting on May 1. Residents who have comments or questions 
about the budget are encouraged to submit their input by attending a 
meeting or contacting the Village Manager at manager@villageofriver-
hill.org or 410-531-1749. The draft budget is presented below.

REVENUE FY18 Budget FY17 Budget FY17 Est.

1. CA 268,065 261,085 261,083

2. Lease & Rental 187,603 168,000 165,269

3. Tuition & Enrollment 0 0 0

4. Interest 225 225 223

5. Special Events 1,300 1,300 1,333

6. Fees 25 50 0

7. Miscellaneous 60,000 60,000 56,798

8. Gain/Loss on Disp of Asset 0 0 0

TOTAL REVENUE 517,218 490,660 484,705

EXPENSES FY18 Budget FY17 Budget FY17 Est

9. Staff Salaries 252,031 244,371 247,135

10. Janitorial Salaries 0 0 0

11. Contract Labor 0 0 0

12. Payroll Benefits 29,070 28,610 26,409

13. Payroll Taxes 20,506 19,992 19,395

14. Janitorial Expenses 47,889 39,906 40,692

15. Fees 27,571 20,672 18,641

16. Operating Expenses 7,502 7,470 6,797

17. Business Expenses 3,250 3,250 3,216

18. Insurance 15,624 15,624 14,855

19. Advertising 6,610 5,600 5,350

20. Newsletter 45,000 45,000 45,637

21. Other Printing 500 500 314

22. Donations/Contributions 300 300 400

23. Special Events 11,800 10,800 8,358

24. Taxes 60 60 673

25. Utilities 26,500 26,500 24,348

26. Repairs & Maintenance 17,585 17,585 16,888

27. Furniture & Fixtures 1,000 0 1,373

28. Total Exp Before Depr 512,798 486,240 480,481

29. Depreciation 4,420 4,420 4,224

30. TOTAL EXPENSES 517,218 490,660 484,705

Incr in Unrestricted Net Assets 0 0 0

River Hill Community Association Draft FY18 Operating Budget



8 • The River Hill Villager • April 2017

Offices in River Hill,
Maple Lawn, and Columbia

Offering the latest in orthodontic 
technology including Invisalign, 
Invisalign Teen, and esthetic 
(clear) braces.

Free initial consultation,
evening hours available.

Orthodontics for Adolescents, Children, and Adults

410-381-1077
www.VanguardSmiles.com Drs. Byron & David Bonebreak, Board Certified Orthodontists

Frank J. Giarratano, CPA
4237 Red Bandana Way
Ellicott City, MD 21042
Office: 443 283 2083
FAX: 443 283 1407

Web Site: FJGCPA.com
Email: Frank.Giarratano@FJGCPA.com

Tax, Accounting and Payroll Services

  Individual Tax  Bookkeeping Services
 Small Business Tax Obamacare Tax Issues
  Payroll Tax Returns Nanny Tax
  Complete Payroll Services Electronic Filing of Tax Returns
  New Business Set-up Electronic Payment of Taxes
  Tax Collection Issues Tax Audit Representation

Credit Cards Accepted

Former Internal Revenue Service Agent
Certified Public Accountant in Maryland and New York

Member: American Institute of Certified Public Accountants
Member: Maryland Association of Certified Public Accountants

Cell Phone Tower Update
On February 16, Calvert Crossland, LLC held a community 

pre-submission meeting to present plans to install a 199’ mono-
pole cell tower adjacent to the existing water tower on W.R. Grace 
property. The project is being undertaken to improve Verizon 
Wireless coverage along MD 32 and in the River Hill community. 
Following construction, the existing carriers on the water tower, 
Sprint, T-Mobile, and AT&T, are expected to relocate their equip-
ment to the monopole. At the community meeting, residents 
raised concerns about health effects from electromagnetic fields, 
the height, and proximity of the tower to residences. 

Following this meeting, residents in opposition to the cell tower 
installation voiced their concerns to the Association’s Board of Di-
rectors and Development Advisory Committee. They also began 
circulating a petition signed by other members of the communi-
ty and contacting W.R. Grace, the County, and others to express 
their opposition. During the same timeframe and based on the 
concerns raised by the community, Calvert Crossland began in-
vestigating the feasibility of relocating the cell tower. Simultane-
ously, in late February and early March, the County’s Department 
of Planning and Zoning (DPZ) was reviewing Calvert Crossland’s 
plans for the monopole in the original location. These plans were 
approved on March 9 by DPZ as redline revisions to the Site De-
velopment Plan (SDP-84-255) subject to minor changes and the 
submittal of originals.

In response to community concerns, on March 20 the Asso-
ciation’s Board of Directors met with residents and representa-
tives from Calvert Crossland, W.R. Grace, and Chesapeake Realty 
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Short on time?
Let us be your extra set of hands!

• Party Support
• Decluttering/Relocating
• Errands & Waiting
• Small Business Support

410-428-6771
www.tsadvantage.com
bev@tsadvantage.com

 Beverly Johnston Lisa Nichols Elaine Masker

Partners (the Simpson Woods developer). At this meeting, Barba-
ra Pivec, Partner, reported that Calvert Crossland, LLC is actively 
evaluating a site on the eastern side of the W.R. Grace complex 
that holds promise as an alternative location for the cell tower. 
Rich Badmington, VP Communications, and Nizam Usta, Global 
Director of Facilities, W.R. Grace, confirmed Grace’s willingness 
to explore options for locating the tower further away from exist-
ing and planned residences. They agreed that as soon as revisions 
to the original plan can be confirmed and prior to any decisions 
being made, they will meet again with the Village Board and resi-
dents. The Association appreciates the collaborative spirit of the 
parties involved and we’ll keep the community posted as things 
progress.
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Shun Lu, Ph.D, Re/Max 100
410-440-7738 (C) 
410-730-6100 (O)

Email: ShunLu@ReMax.net | Web: ShunLuTeam.com

Top 1% of Realtors Nationwide 
A Resident of Clarksville

Sell Your Home Fast And For Top Dollar With The Shun Lu Team

SOLD IN 3 DAYS, $21K 
HIGHER THAN FULL PRICE

6805 Creekside Rd., 
Clarksville

SOLD
WALNUT CREEK $1.205M

$6000 Higher Than Full Price 
5007 Crape Myrtle Ct, Ellicott City

SOLD IN 3 WEEKS
CATTAIL OVERLOOK $ 1,099,000

14820 Meriwether Dr., Glenelg

 RIVER HILL $700,000
$25k Higher Than Full Price

12117 Flowing Water Tr., Clarksville

 RIVER HILL $595,000
7044 Garden Walk

Columbia

CLARKS CLEN
6412 Erin Dr., Clarksville
Extensively and beautifully 

updated Colonial
5 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms
Daylight walkout basement

About 3500 SQ FT Total 
Living Area

RIVER HILL $769,900
6122 Trotter Ridge Court,

Columbia
Backs to Environmental 

Preservation Area 
5 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms 
Beautifully updated Colonial

SOLD RIVER HILL $ 479,900
6039 Blue Point Ct., Clarksville

CLARKS GLEN NORTH $710,000 
$25k Higher Than Full Price

6116 Syracuse Ct., Clarksville

SOLD IN 4 DAYS
$545,000

The highest sold price
of River Hill Condo  

Townhomes in recent years
6013 Helmsman Way, 

Clarksville

SOLD IN 5 DAYSUNDER CONTRACTCOMING SOONCOMING SOON SOLD IN 5 DAYS

Tip of the Month

What’s all this fuss about 
invasive plants? 

 “A biological wildfire is gradually consuming large areas of the 
American landscape,” a U.S. Interior Department official wrote in a 
1998 Fact Book. That biological wildfire is invasive plants. 

Yet, the analogy falls away, the official explained, because 
plants rejuvenate after a forest fire. That is not the case with in-
vasive plants, which he described as “long-lasting pollutants” that 
grow, multiply and adapt to unmanageable levels. They mature 
early, reproduce rapidly by seed or roots, and can survive a long 
time in the soil. They often have prickles or thorns that deter ani-
mals. Some produce biological toxins that suppress other plants. 
They are also pricey to combat: The Maryland State Highway Ad-
ministration will spend $2 million over 18 months through 2018 
to get rid of invasive plants. 

The River Hill Watershed Committee is among countless agen-
cies and organizations trying to curb the spread of invasive plants. 
Aggressive and with no local predators, these plants make quick 
work of crowding out native plants in our yards, along highways, 
in parks and preserves. Next to go are the pollinators that rely on 
those native plants. The invaders also block lighting for wildflow-
ers and other native plants, which reduce the number of insects, 
which then reduces the number of songbirds. As naturalist John 
Muir noted: “When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it 
hitched to everything else in the Universe.”

Among the invasives we see most frequently in River Hill are 

garlic mustard, mile-a-minute weed (with nasty prickles), Cana-
da thistle, multiflora rose, autumn olive, Japanese honeysuckle, 
fig buttercup, English ivy, Japanese stiltgrass and oriental bitter-
sweet.

Native plants, on the other hand, evolved in our region. They 
are more resistant to drought, freezing and diseases, and, once 
established, require less water, less fertilizer, fewer pesticides and 
other maintenance than non-natives. These plants support local 
bees, butterflies and other pollinators and attract beneficial in-
sects that are food for native birds. 

Our manicured and chemically treated lawns are a food desert 
for pollinators and birds, while native plants support a buffet. Na-
tive plants improve the beauty and biodiversity in our area, and 
their deep roots help slow stormwater runoff. 

When designing your yard, choose from among these native 
plants:
• Groundcovers: wild ginger, creeping phlox, moss phlox, pussy-

toes, golden groundsel.
• Shrubs: highbush blueberry, mountain laurel, witch hazel, and 

American beautyberry, rose mallow, hillside blueberry
• Trees: eastern redbud, white fringetree, pawpaw (with edible 

fruit), American Holly, white oak, river birch, arborvitae, black 
gum 

• Grasses: blue sedge, wool grass, little bluestem, yellow Indian 
grass.

• Ferns: sensitive fern, Christmas fern.
• Wildflowers: Eastern columbine, butterfly weed, Joe Pye weed, 

Turk’s cap lily, cardinal flower, great blue lobelia, golden 
groundsel, black-eyed Susan (Maryland’s state flower), New 
York ironweed. 
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Architectural News

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and 
recommendation meetings age generally held at 7:30 p.m. at 
Claret Hall. The sign-in sheet is available at 7 p.m. and Ap-
plications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign in. 
Applicants should bring any supplemental documentation, 
application amendments, or additional information that the 
RAC may have requested. Residents are encouraged to attend 
the RAC review meeting. 

Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exte-
rior alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at 
www.villageofriverhill.org under Covenants in the menu bar; 
or at Claret Hall. Agendas are published in the Villager when 
the publication schedule permits. RAC meeting agendas are 
posted at the Village office and on the website.

 Please allow 5-6 weeks for the entire application process. 

RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION & DEADLINE
Submit Application By For Meeting On

March 10, 2017 April 5, 2017

March 24, 2017 April 19, 2017

April 7, 2017 May 3, 2017

April 21, 2017 May 17, 2017

May 5, 2017 June 7, 2017

May 19, 2017 June 21, 2017

June 16,2017 July 5, 2017

June 30, 2017 July 19, 2017

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline Fridays by 12 Noon

Watershed Moments

Greenfest: April 22, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., Howard Community 
College in the Burrill Galleria. Celebrate Earth Day by visiting the 
many booths and exhibits. Native plants are available for pur-
chase. Information at www.HCGreenFest.org 

Pull & Plant: Sunday, April 23, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m., meet at Clar-
et Hall. Help us with our ongoing project of pulling invasive plants 
and planting natives. Wear gloves, long sleeves and long pants. We 
will supply tools, but bring a shovel and trowel if you have them. 
Students can get community service credit for this activity. 

Weed warriors training with CA: Classroom training is Sun-
day, April 30, 1 – 4 p.m. Follow-up outdoor field training is Sun-
day, May 7, from 1 – 4 p.m. Register at www.volunteerhoward.org 
For questions, call Open Space Office at 410-312-6330, Monday 
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
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Architectural News

Next RAC Meeting
April 5, 2017

12188 Flowing Water Trail Walkway, Patio, Shed, Lighting
5934 Fall Moon Ride  Deck: Expansion & Material Change
6417 Empty Song Road Tree Removal, Patio, Retaining Wall,
  Drainage
7070 Garden Walk Tree Removals, Basketball 
  Equipment

AC Decisions
March 1, 2017 

Approved
6428 Grateful Heart Gate Deck
5833 Wild Orange Grate Tree Removals
12105 Flowing Water Trail Retaining Wall, Patio

Approved with Condition(s)
6024 Ascending Moon Path  Fence, Tree Removals

Pending
6306 Nodding Night Court Fence

Kevin W. Gordon
Agent

5570 Sterret Place Suite 202
Columbia, MD 21044-2649
Bus 443-542-5230 
Fax 442-979-7707
www.agentkg.com
kevin@agentkg.com

The best compliment you can give is a referral.

FAST TRACK
Approved
6452 South Wind Circle  Deck & Patio: Material Change
6601 Autumn Wind Circle Deck & Railing, Walkway: 
     Material Change
7149 Morning Light Trail  Solar Roof Panels

Play Equipment Applications 
Please remember that Exterior Alterations Applications need 

to be submitted for all play equipment on your property including 
soccer nets, lacrosse nets, trampolines, playhouses, Little Tykes 
plastic play equipment, and basketball equipment regardless of 
whether it is temporary or permanent as defined by the Covenants 
and Village legal documents.

Parking Issues
The cul-de-sac pattern has several important advantages. From 

the perspective of residents, the model offers quiet, safe streets 
where children can play, and people can walk, jog, and bike, with 
little fear of fast-moving traffic. Residents also prefer cul-de-sacs 
as a place to live, perceiving cul-de-sacs to be safer and quieter 
because there is no through-traffic and traffic moves slowly. Stud-
ies indicate residents are also more likely to know their neighbors. 
(Source: Reconsidering the Cul-de-Sac-6 ZELL/LURIE.)

However, there are strict County codes for parking on the cul-
de-sacs. According to Section 21.221 of Howard County Code, “... 
an individual may not stop, stand or park a vehicle adjacent to 
the center island of a cul-de-sac.” Additionally, you “may not park 
in front of or within five feet of a public driveway, or within a pri-
vate driveway, without the consent of the owner or occupant of the 
premises; or on a sidewalk or pathway.”

If this is occurring on your cul-de-sac, it’s a danger, it inhibits 
safe ingress and egress and blocks emergency vehicles from ac-
cess. Talk with your neighbors to determine if there is an alterna-
tive solution. If necessary, you may call the police non-emergency 
number at 410-313-2200 to report cul-de-sac parking violations.
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School NewsSpring Classes in River Hill

Chinese Wushu (Meeting Room)

Sat ongoing 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Call 240-247-7048 or email uscwi@uschinesewushu.com.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)

W ongoing 11-11:45 a.m. Ages 0-5 
Th ongoing 10-10:45 a.m.  Ages 0-5
For information visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com or call 
301-758-0304.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 7:30-8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Triathlean (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 7:15-8:15 p.m.
For information call 301-213-9670 or 
email dserpico34@outlook.com.

Yoga (Meeting Room)

W ongoing 6-7 p.m.  beginner
  7-8 p.m.  intermediate
Email CrowderYogaFitness@gmail.com.

Zumba (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 9:30-10:30 a.m.
  6:00-7:00 p.m.
Call 410-245-5900 or email msmarialk@gmail.com to register. Home & Yard Services

Leaf Removal • Gutter Cleaning 
Property Clean-up • Weeding
Landscape • Tree • Fence • Deck
Whole house clean-out to sell/rent

 Mike 410-290-9728

Board of Education Takes 
Action on School Start and 
Dismissal Times

The Howard County Board of Education approved changes to 
school start and dismissal times during its regularly scheduled 
meeting on February 23. Beginning with the start of the 2018–
2019 school year, no Howard County public school will begin be-
fore 8 a.m. or later than 9:25 a.m. Howard County Public School 
System staff will prepare a detailed plan for implementing the new 
schedules, including specific start and end times for elementary, 
middle and high schools, transportation costs and other factors 
for Board consideration.

The Board’s decision followed an analysis of current and al-
ternative models for school start and dismissal times presented 
by the School Start and Dismissal Time Committee (SSDT) to the 
Board at its November 17, 2016 meeting. Feedback provided by 
parents, students, staff and community members through region-
al community forums and an online survey was presented to the 
Board on February 7, 2017.

All of the models considered the effects of school start times on 
student achievement, engagement and well-being. The commit-
tee’s analysis included research on the effect of sleep schedules on 
children and adolescents, school start times throughout Maryland 
jurisdictions, and the potential impact of schedule changes on be-

Do You Have News for The Villager? 
If you have an article idea or photos you’d like to share, 

please contact our Newsletter Coordinator Jennifer Lynott:  

newsletter@villageofriverhill.com
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School News
fore- and after-school activities, athletics and childcare. The SSDT 
also considered transportation costs, time for completing home-
work, employee work schedules, and other factors.

Board Approved 2017-18 
Academic Calendar

The Howard County Board of Education approved the 2017–
2018 academic calendar. The next school year will begin on Tues-
day, September 5, 2017, for students and on Thursday, August 
24, 2017, for teachers. Winter break will be December 24–January 
1, with schools reopening on Tuesday, January 2, 2018. Spring 
Break will run from Friday, March 30 through Friday, April 6, 
2018. The last day of school is scheduled for June 14 for students 
and June 15 for teachers.

Five days are designated for potential use if needed for inclem-
ent weather makeup days: including Presidents’ Day, three Spring 
Break days, and June 15.

The 2017–2018 academic calendar is in alignment with Gover-
nor Hogan’s order to begin and end the school year between Labor 
Day and June 15.

The full 2017–2018 academic calendar can be viewed online at 
http://www.hcpss.org/calendar/.

Last Day of School 
HCPSS will extend the current school year by one day to make 

up for the March 14 inclement weather closing. The last day of 
school for students will be Wednesday, June 14.

Graduation Ceremony Dates
The Howard County Public School System has announced the 

graduation ceremony schedule for 2017. All commencements will 
take place at Merriweather Post Pavilion, with the exception of 
Cedar Lane School, which will be held at that school. River Hill 
High School will have its graduation on Monday, May 22 at 8 a.m., 
and Atholton High School will have its graduation on Monday, 
May 22 at 11 a.m.

Safety Concern Regarding 
Crosswalks

Some of the local schools have recently noted concerns re-
garding motorists and area crosswalks. Cars are stopping in the 
crosswalk and blocking viable safety routes for the students. It is 
imperative that all cars stop 5 feet from the crosswalk to insure a 
safe situation for anyone using the crosswalk. Everyone needs to 
take responsibility in helping to keep students safe.
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School News
Boys’ High School Track and 
Field Coach of the Year

Mr. Paul Hugus has been selected by the U.S. Track & Field 
and Cross Country Coaches Association as the Boys’ High School 
Coach of the Year for the state of Maryland Cross Country sea-
son. This honor is based upon the performance of the River Hill 
High School (RHHS) team throughout the 2016 season and is a 
reflection of the hard work and dedication of the student athletes, 
the coaching staff, and the school athletic program.

The U.S. Track & Field and Cross Country Coaches Associa-
tion (USTFCCCA) is a non-profit professional organization repre-
senting cross country and track & field coaches of all levels. The 
organization represents over 9,000 coaching members and serves 
as an advocate for cross country and track & field coaches while 
providing a leadership structure to support the needs of mem-
bership and stakeholders. The USTFCCCA is proud to bring this 
well-deserved recognition to Coach Hugus and the RHHS cross-
country program.

Scholar Athlete Awards 
Applications Available

The Rotary Club of Columbia is pleased to announce that 
the applications for the 2017 Robert Davidson Scholar Athlete 

Awards are currently available. This scholarship opportunity is 
made to recognize the accomplishments of graduating seniors 
from high schools within Howard County.

The Rotary Club of Columbia will award two scholarships of 
$2,000 and $1,000 each which will be given to the top scholar 
athlete male and female applicants. Any eligible senior is encour-
aged to apply, as there are no restrictions on the number of either 
entrants or winners who come from any one high school.

The deadline for receipt of applications is Friday, April 28. For 
further information please contact Tom Glaser at tglaser@how-
asrdcc.edu. To download more information and a copy of the ap-
plication go to www.columbiarotary.org.

River Hill H.S. Auditorium 
Cushioned Seat Sponsor 
Update

The current number of sponsorships for new, comfy, cush-
ioned auditorium seats in the River Hill High School auditorium 
stands at 184. During the weekend of the spring musical, there 
were enough sponsors (48) to meet the matching funds challenge 
of the RHHS Boosters (who have been so supportive of this en-
deavor). It is hoped that the River Hill and Clarksville communi-
ty will keep up this momentum since 516 more seats need to be 
sponsored in order to complete the project. The school hopes to 
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School News
be able to have the funding to begin the process of seat installa-
tion this summer. Don’t you want to be able to say that you con-
tributed to that momentum and left a legacy? Go to https://osp.
osmsinc.com/howardmd and sponsor a seat today.

“Not My Child…Yes, Your 
Howard County Child”

On Tuesday, April 25, 2017 at 7 p.m. at River Hill High School, 
all Howard County parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, coaches 
and community members are encouraged to attend a don’t-miss 
program. As Howard County’s overdose rates continue to rise, 
parents and adult family members, coaches, youth advisors, edu-
cators, and community members need to understand the reality 
of substance use close to home (maybe in your own home). This 
program is for adults and will focus on the daily exposure of our 
Howard County children to stress, alcohol, and drugs. Other pro-
grams are being planned for the school students.

HC DrugFree is proud to partner with the River Hill High 
School PTSA, the Howard County State’s Attorney’s Office, the 
Howard County Police, the Howard County Department of Fire 
and Rescue Services, and more. For more information, contact HC 
DrugFree’s office at Admin@hcdrugfree.org or 443-325-0040, or 
visit www.hcdrugfree.org.

AHS Summer Sports Camps
Atholton High School will once again offer summer sports 

camps for basketball, baseball, field hockey, lacrosse, soccer, 
track, volleyball and wrestling at various Howard County Schools 
for rising third graders through incoming ninth graders. Get ready 
for fall try outs or just have fun. Tuition for each camp is $135 and 
includes a Raider t-shirt, individual skills testing, specialized in-
struction from qualified staff members, guest speakers, and daily 
awards. For more information please contact: Mona Weinberg 
at 410-446-7784 or mona_weinberg@hcpss.org. Register online at 
www.atholtonboosters.org/athletics/summercamps.

RHHS Boosters Summer 
Camps

River Hill High School Boosters Club will be offering sum-
mer sports camps for children ages 9-14. Tuition for each camp 
is $160 and includes a camp t-shirt, lectures, demonstrations, 
individual and group instruction, competitive game situations, 
and excellent coaching staff in great facilities. Visit www.riverhill.
org to register and pay using paypal. For more information, con-
tact Camp Director, Brian Van Deusen at 410-313-7120 or email 
bvandeusen@hcpss.org.
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AROUND TOWN

Bagel Bin & Deli 
410-531-0335

Columbia Bank 
410-531-7000

Everett Jewelers 
410-531-7990

Giant Food 
410-531-7831

GNC 
410-531-1426

Hair Cuttery 
410-531-8052

Ledo Pizza 
443-535-0599

M&T Bank 
410-531-7083

Massage Envy 
410-531-0711

McDonald’s 
410-531-7950

Nouvel Nail Spa 
443-535-8866 

River Hill Cleaners 
410-531-7742

River Hill Optical 
410-531-7920

River Hill Sports 
Grille 
410-531-7900

Visit our new website
riverhill.shopkimco.com

Subway 
410-531-7982

Sunoco 
410-531-7510

Tower Federal Credit Union 
301-497-7000

The UPS Store 
410-531-9861

Vintage Cellars 
410-531-7860

Renew. Rehab. Replace. Rethinking 
Columbia’s Lawns and Gardens

Sat., Apr. 8, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at The Other Barn, Oakland 
Mills Village Center, 5851 Robert Oliver Place, Columbia. As Co-
lumbia nears its 50th Birthday, what are the ways we can honor 
and build on our city’s past by keeping our communities attrac-
tive, livable and responsive to changes in how families live today? 
Both new and long-time residents will be inspired by this 3-hour 
workshop as some 21st century landscaping ideas are explored 
and a fresh look at some of Columbia’s 40-50 year-old yards will 
be discussed. The event is free and open to the public. RSVP to 
manager@oaklandmills.org.

Veterans Resource Fair
Tues, Apr. 4, 5-8 p.m. at Ellicott City 50+ Center, 9401 Frederick 
Road, Ellicott City. The Howard County Department of Communi-
ty Resources and Services and its Office of Veterans and Military 
Families will host a Veterans Resource Fair. While geared toward 
veterans living in Howard County, all veterans and their fami-
lies (active, guard, reserve and dependents) are invited to attend. 
Admission is free. The fair will offer attendees the opportunity to 
talk face-to-face with more than 42 businesses, organizations and 
nonprofits dedicated to providing services, support and jobs to 
veterans. For more information, contact Lisa Terry at 410-313-
0821 (voice/relay).

Gail Holliday Exhibit and Reception
Sun., Apr. 9, 3-5 p.m. at the Bernice Kish Gallery at Slayton 
House in Wilde Lake, 10400 Cross Fox Lane, Columbia. Celebrate 
Columbia’s 50th Birthday and the display of artist Gail Holliday’s 
historic posters at the opening reception with Gail Holliday for 
the new exhibit entitled “Portraying Columbia, Gail Holliday: The 
Early Years.” Holliday is most known for the neighborhood posters 
that were printed and widely purchased by Columbia residents 
throughout the years. The exhibit features posters that she did 
for the first stores to open in the Wilde Lake Village Center, as well 
as posters portraying the vision of Columbia that were recently 
acquired by the Columbia Archives. The exhibit will run through 
June 13. Details available at www.columbiaassociation.org and 
www.wildelake.org.

Breathe Deep Columbia 5K Walk
Sat., Apr. 22 at Downtown Lakefront Plaza, Columbia. Help fund 
research and raise awareness about lung cancer. More Americans 
die of lung cancer than all the other major cancers combined but 
the research dollars to find a cure or better treatment are low. 
Registration/check-in opens at 8:30 a.m. and program begins at 
9:30 a.m. Participants will walk twice around the lake and finish 
before noon. $25 per person, less for children. Discount offered 
when using the ICARE code for online registration. Visit www.
LUNGevity.org/columbia for more information and to sign up.
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Plant Exchange

Sat., Apr. 29, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at The Barn at Wilde Lake, 10027 
Hyla Brook Road, Columbia. Trade your extra or unwanted seed-
lings, seeds and plants for seedlings, seeds and plants donated 
by other gardeners. Sponsored by the Wilde Lake Community Ac-
tion and Resources for Environmental Stewardship (CARES), this 
is a free, community-wide event. The exchange encourages reuse, 
recycling, resource sharing and information exchange. It is open 
to anyone and is a great way to add variety to gardens. Check the 
WLCA website at www.wildelake.org for details about how the ex-
change works and lists of acceptable items and plants that are not 
permitted. Maryland native plants will be available. Contact Bess 
Caplan at besswlvb@gmail.com with any questions.

Storytelling Events
Fri., Apr. 21, 2-6 p.m. and 7-9 p.m. at Howard County Conser-
vancy – Mt. Pleasant, 10520 Old Frederick Road, Woodstock. At-
tend a workshop to learn storytelling skills and find out how to 
craft your story and hone your storytelling skills in a fun, small-
group setting with professional storyteller, Leigh Tillman. Become 
a more engaging and effective storyteller whether with family and 
friends, in your community, or at work. (2-6 p.m., $75 per person). 
Then hear stories by members of the Howard County Community 
at “An Evening of Howard County Storytellers – Something Hap-
pened Here” as part of Columbia’s 50th Birthday Celebration. (7-9 
p.m., $20 per person) To buy tickets or register for workshops, 
visit www.hcconservancy.org or call 410-465-8877.

Family Art Frenzy: Cherry Blossoms 
Scroll Painting

Sun., Apr. 9, 1-3 p.m. at Columbia Art Center, 6100 Foreland 
Garth, Columbia. Enjoy a free, family-friendly art afternoon on 
the second Sunday of each month. Experiment with mixed media 
and have a blast creating your own inspired creations. All ages 
welcome. Children younger than 8 must be accompanied by an 
adult. Call 410-730-0075 for more information or visit www.Co-
lumbiaArtCenter.org.

Edith Cord: The Story of a Young 
Jewish Girl Living Under Nazi 

Occupation
Sat. May 6, 7-9 p.m. at Howard County Historical Society Muse-
um, 8328 Court Avenue, Ellicott City. The Howard County Histor-
ical Society will host Edith Cord, a woman who spent her youth 
hiding and fleeing from the Nazis. Born in Vienna, Austria in 
1928, Ms. Cord now resides in Columbia, Maryland, and she has 
spent years sharing her story to help younger generations under-
stand the atrocities of the past, with the hope that we will learn 
lessons that will prevent such horrendous events from ever hap-
pening again in the future. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $8 
and available at www.hchsmd.org.

Vino Scholastico
Fri., Apr. 28, 6:30 p.m. at Howard Community College Health Sci-
ences Building lobby and main floor, 10901 Little Patuxent Park-
way, Columbia. An evening of fine wines, craft beers and spirits 
featuring a taste of area restaurants and delicious desserts by 
Howard Community College Culinary Program. 100% of sponsor-
ships for Vino Scholastico go to support college programs and stu-
dents in need. Details can be found at www.howardcc.edu/vino or 
call 443-518-1970.

Howard County GreenFest
Sat., Apr. 22, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at the Quad and Burrill Galeria at 
Howard Community College, 10901 Little Patuxent Parkway, Co-
lumbia. Celebrate Earth Day and community sustainability at this 
annual event. A native plant sale sponsored by the Howard Coun-
ty Master Gardeners, University of MD Extension will be held as 
part of the festival. GreenFest is free and open to everyone. For 
more information, visit www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/
County-Administration/Community-Sustainability/GreenFest.

Country Breakfast
Sun., Apr. 30, 8 a.m.-noon, Ten Oaks Ballroom, 5000 Signal Bell 
Lane, Clarksville. Support the 5th District Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment by attending one of their famous Country Breakfasts. Tick-
ets are $9 for Adults, $8 for Seniors (55+), $5 for Children (age 
5-10), and free for kids under age 5. Purchase at the door. Final 
breakfast for spring is May 21. Country Breakfasts are not offered 
during the summer.

Indoor Yard Sale
Sat., Apr. 22, 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at River Hill High School. Vendors 
wanted! Clean out your closets, basements and garages and sell 
your items. Reserve a spot for $30 which includes a table and 
helps support the SGA. Vendors keep 100% of their profits. Regis-
ter for a booth at https://goo.gl/forms/IgnWaefkzNzS3o9T2. Con-
tact rhexecboard@gmail.com for more information. Shoppers will 
find a huge variety of items for sale. Bring the family.
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Babysitters
NAME ADDRESS   PHONE NO.
Alyza Berson Swift Current Way 443-812-5742

Mycah Berson Swift Current Way  443-812-5791

Jennifer Bleakney Waving Tree Court 410-531-5391

Paige Cohen   240-470-6158 

Giuliana Del Buono Distant Thunder Trail 410-707-3430 (c)

Kyla Clark Great Star Drive 301-332-0370

Molly Farrell Tall Timber Drive 443-995-7330

Murphy Freal ** Fleets of Time Court 410-935-7145

Abii Gannon White Marble Court 240-383-6527

Casey Greenberg Fairest Dream Lane 410-531-0331

Natalie Greenlee Indian Summer Drive 240-620-6053

Cedar Kennedy** Countless Stars Run 443-805-7581 

Kelly Long Tall Timber Drive 410-531-3357 

Laura Mason  Shining Stars Lane 410-733-7566

Miranda Mazzella*  White Pebble Path  410-531-7899

Marissa Mazzella** White Pebble Path 410-531-7899 

Alison Orlosky** Autumn Wind Circle 410-531-3934 

Jacob Recht Evening Company Cir. 410-531-5236 (h) 
   410-302-9258 (c)

Hannah Rosen South Wind Circle 410-531-5275

Karenna Sarney Quiet Night Ride 410-531-2492(h) 
(Karenna.sarney@gmail.com) 410-294-4856 (c)

Allison Siil ** Western Star Run 410-531-5624

Caroline Siil ** Western Star Run 410-531-5624

Liana Toy Grateful Heart Gate 443-718-8720

Sarah Winchell River Run 410-531-0135 (h) 
   443-745-7571 (c)

* CPR/First Aid Trained ** CPR/First Aid Certified

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture. Art, Silver, 
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+ yr ex-
perience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic 
Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Hurtt Piano Studio in River Hill 

Fun and Formal Private Piano Lessons at my in-home piano stu-
dio. I can go to your home as well. Age 6 to Adult, All Levels. Ms. 
Wen-Lee Hurtt — Masters in Music 410-531-2896 or WLhurtt1@
gmail.com.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting  
“Our Passion is Your Pets”

Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, mid-
day, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact: 
www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Tutor
Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder, High Func-
tioning Autism, Advocate; all ages (K-12); specializing in organi-
zational skills, study skills, time management, reading/writing 
process, reading skills, all with application to content material at 
any level. SAT/ACT reading and English areas. Background: Spe-
cial Education Coordinator for school based programs. Howard 
County resident. 301-922-6827 or email InsightsEd@gmail.com.
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What a 
Delicious 
Event!
The first ever Claret Hall 
Cook-Off was so much fun 
and the food was so tasty 
that everyone wants this to 
become an annual event in 
River Hill. Congratulations to 
the winning chefs: Mona Hira 
(Edamame Salad), Jo-Ann 
Cascio (Spinach Pie), and 
Maddie Lynott (Magic Bars). 
Thanks to everyone that 
participated and to those that 
attended to taste and judge 
all of the entries. A total of 
$86 was raised in addition 
to the collection of a huge 
box of donated food items, 
all of which will benefit the 
Howard County Food Bank. 
The Teen Advisory Committee 
appreciates your generous 
support for this new event!
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