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Village Board of Directors Election 2014

One Remaining Seat to be Filled by Appointment

Come out to vote in Village Elections 
on April 25 and 26. Residents will 
elect members of the Board of Di-

rectors, and the Association will simulta-
neously hold a Resident Art Exhibit.
 Voting will be held at Claret Hall from 
6 – 8 p.m. on Friday, April 25 and from 9 
a.m. – 3 p.m. on Saturday, April 26. Any 
River Hill resident age 18 or older is en-
titled to vote. Residents must bring proof 
of person, residency, and age to the poll. A 
Maryland driver’s licnse, Howard County 
voter registration card, passport, and/or 
birth certificate may be used. Newly settled 
residents may present a deed, lease, or a 
utility bill addressed to the individual at 
their River Hill address. Residents are en-
couraged to vote in order to ensure a quo-
rum.
 Beginning on April 6, absentee bal-
lots will be available for residents unable 
to cast a ballot at the polls. Absentee bal-

running for election. Esti Schabelman, 
along with incumbents Dipper Wettstein 
and Liyan Zhang, are running for election. 
Check page 5 of this issue for their candi-
date statements. Serving as a member of 
the Board of Directors is an opportunity to 
improve the quality of life for River Hill res-
idents and make a difference at a grass-
roots level. 
 Beginning May 1, there will be one po-
sition remaining on the Village Board. This 
position has a two-year term. Letters of 
interest for appointment to the open seat 
must be submitted by May 2. Applicants 
will be interviewed at the May 5 Board 
of Directors meeting. Letters of interest 
should be addressed to: The River Hill Vil-
lage Board, 6020 Daybreak Circle, Clarks-
ville, MD 21029 or emailed to manager@
villageofriverhill.org. Residents interested 

lots may be requested 
in writing through April 
16 or in person at Clar-
et Hall through April 25. 
Proof of person and resi-
dency is required. An ab-
sentee ballot may only be 
cast if no other member 
of the residence will cast 
a ballot at the polling 
place. All absentee bal-
lots must be returned to 
Claret Hall by midnight 
on April 25.

One Seat
Remains Open
 There are four (4) open 
positions on the Associa-
tion’s Board of Directors 
and three candidates are 

Thanks!

Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak 
Bowie Design & Home Improvement, Inc.
Collen Brothers Services
Columbia Family Eye Care
Columbia Tree & Lawn Service
Grassco Lawn Services Inc.
Hilltop Child Care Center
JFK Lawn & Landscape
Kimco Realty
Kinder Mender

LeReve Real Estate
Mr. Handyman
Creig Northrop Team
PCF Management, Inc.
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
River Hill Optical
Eileen Robbins Realtor
Nayab Siddiqui
U.N.I. Urgent Care Center
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.

By advertising in The Villager, these companies 
support programs and events here in River Hill. 
Be sure to thank them!

Election Day is April 26 and this year you can participate in early voting on Friday, April 25 from 6 
to 8 p.m.

Continued on page 13

mailto:manager@villageofriverhill.org
mailto:manager@villageofriverhill.org
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Board Meeting Schedule

Board Highlights . . .

All meetings are held in Claret Hall at the River Hill Village 
Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior 
to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident 
Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you have written 
material you would like the Board to review, please drop it by 
the village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All ap-
proved minutes are available for review at the village office. For 
additional information, please contact the village office.
NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: April 21 and May 5 at 7 p.m. Please 
visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board Meeting Agen-
das & Minutes. 

THE VILLAGER

Coordinator & Advertising, Maureen Cogan:  

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz

Design/Producation: www.realfreshcreative.com

Village Manager: 
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Covenant Advisor: 
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Facility Coordinator: 
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Communications & Events Coordinator: 
Maureen Cogan, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Administrative Assistant: 
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday 9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.–Noon

Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to: 
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

RIVER HILL BOARD
Melissa Bradshaw ...................................................................571-243-9462 
Kathy Chavers (Development & Open Space).....Kathy.Chavers@gmail.com
Jenny Chu (Special Events) ...................................... jennyzchu@yahoo.com
Kenny Kan, Chairperson (Financial Matters) ............... kwtkan@hotmail.com
Dengfeng Liu ............................................................................ liudf@jhu.edu
Dipper Wettstein (Watershed)  ........................... Dipper@BrazzelDazzle.com 
Liyan Zhang, Vice Chair (Development &  
    Open Space) .......................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Tiffany Kan (Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Michael Cornell  301-742-2761

River Hill Community 
Association, Inc.

Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029

Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259

website: www.villageofriverhill.org

Text to Join!

You can now join Claret Hall’s 
e-mail list with the tap of a few 
keys on your phone. Find out 
about upcoming events and other 
important neighborhood news. 
Text CLARETHALL to 22828 to get 
started.

March 3, 2014

• Anne Brinker, CA Director, Organizational and Strategic Plan-
ning, gave a presentation on CA’s new Strategic Plan that will 
be effective May 1, 2014.

• An update on the Simpson Oaks Development was provided. 
• The Board discussed the FY15 operating budget assumptions 

being recommended by staff to include anticipated decreases 
in newsletter and rental revenue and increased insurance, 
audit, and staff-related expenses.

• Minutes Approved: February 10, 2014.

March 17, 2014

• Joan Lancos, Hickory Ridge Community Association, provid-
ed an update on the Columbia Home Tour.

• The Board approved a letter to the CA Board of Directors in 
support of capital projects for the aquatics and tennis pro-
grams.

• The Board reviewed the draft FY15 Operating Budget and ap-
proved publication for resident input.

• The Board approved donations in support of the Atholton and 
River Hill High Schools post-prom events.

• An update on the Simpson Oaks Development was provided. 
It was reported that residents favor the residential use of the 
property as opposed to office uses as currently zoned. It was 
the consensus of the Board that due to the short time frame 
between the Pre-Submission Meeting and the meeting with 
the Design Advisory Panel that the Association provide testi-
mony at the Planning Board stage.

• Executive Session held for personnel and legal matters.
• Minutes Approved: March 3, 2014.

http://www.villageofriverhill.org
http://www.brownandassociates.biz
http://www.realfreshcreative.com
mailto:manager%40villageofriverhill.org%20?subject=
mailto:manager%40villageofriverhill.org?subject=
mailto:kkwtkan@hotmail.com
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 Michael Cornell, River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
 Columbia Association Board of Directors 
 cell: 301-742-2761 home: 410-531-9340 
 michaelcornell@comcast.net

The views presented herein represent those of the author only and 
do not necessarily represent those of the River Hill Community As-
sociation Board of Directors.

Council Corner: Changes

Claret Hall is Looking 
for a Few 

New Classes!
Are you an instructor looking for a space?

Claret Hall now has rooms available during daytime and evening hours. 

Special Discounted Instructor Rates Available!
Call us today for additional information or availability.

410-531-1749 or email
facilities@villageofriverhill.org

 As I write this, the CA Board is nearing the end of its search 
for a new President. Village elections are set for the end of April 
and we find at least two current CA Board members stepping 
down. Others face opposition. There is a strong likelihood the 
leadership of CA will look very different by the time summer of-
ficially arrives. Our representatives on the Inner Arbor Trust will 
change as well, with the new CA President taking up one of three 
CA positions on the Inner Arbor, and one, if not both, of the re-
maining CA seats will change over as well. 
 Over the coming year we will see the completion of the new 
clubhouse at Hobbit’s Glen, replacing a temporary structure built 
over 40 years ago. The path around Lake Kittimaqundi will final-
ly be completed with addition of a footbridge and additional path-
ways allowing hikers and cyclists to complete the circuit without 
doubling back. The new Whole Foods and The Haven on the Lake, 
CA’s Mind-Body Wellness Retreat, will open by the fall. The Inner 
Arbor Trust plans to begin construction of the amphitheater in 
Symphony Woods in the fall as well. 
 CA will continue improvements within the local watersheds, 
helping to manage runoff and pollutants. Retrofits to improve the 
energy efficiency and reduction of our environmental footprint will 
keep apace. Infrastructure upgrades at pools, gyms and other fa-
cilities will continue to come on line. The Connecting Columbia 
plan continues with improvements to make Columbia more walk-
able and cycle friendly. 
 Howard Hughes Corporation has even bigger changes planned 
for the Crescent: high-rise residential units, commercial business 
space, hotels, an aquatic center, retail, a concert hall and cultural 
amenities are all currently planned. 
 We are in an era of change. More change than Columbia has 
seen in quite some time. And while the name of James Rouse is 
invoked by those both in support and opposition to these changes 
(whether they are right or wrong about what Rouse would approve 
of we will never know) the truth is the future belongs to those who 
live, work, play and learn in the community. 

 Reflecting back over the past 7 years of my service as your 
Council Representative on the CA Board, I am honored to have 
played some small part in the changes in place and those coming 
on line. As this will be my last year as River Hill’s Council Repre-
sentative, I thank you for the opportunity and strongly encourage 
other residents to consider serving when I step down. 
 What a unique and wonderful challenge it is to play a part in 
shaping one of the country’s premier communities as diverse and 
unique as Columbia. Please give thought to this great opportunity 
to make a difference and give back.
 I will still be present in the community and look forward to 
new roles and opportunities to continue to serve. In the meantime, 
we have a full year of changes to help usher in! 

mailto:michaelcornell%40comcast.net?subject=
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The 2014

Columbia
Home Tour

Sunday, June 1, 2014 
11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Proceeds to benefit Rebuilding Together 
in Howard County, a charity that 
performs home repairs and modifications 
to improve safety and accessibility for 
homeowners.

Embark on a self-guided tour 
of distinct homes nestled 
in the beautiful Columbia 
Villages!
Tickets will be available at Claret Hall 
beginning April 15. 

For More Information:
410-730-3987

www.columbiahometour.org

Meet the Candidates: 
Village Board of Directors
Esti Schabelman
 I am interested in serving on River Hill Com-
munity Association Board of Directors to help ad-
dress many of the issues that will face us as a 
community in the upcoming months such as the 
building of a funeral home nearby and the develop-
ment of nearby land. I am methodical and always 
respond to emails/concerns promptly. I have expe-
rience with contract negotiations and with  team organization. If 
you would like to ask me any specific questions, please email feel 
free to email me at estischabelman@gmail.com.
Thanks in advance for your support.

Dipper Wettstein
 I have served on the Village of River Hill Board 
of Directors for the past three years and would like 
to apply for a third term. I am an active member of 
the Board and enjoy serving the community. I feel 
that I’ve made valuable contributions during my 
past terms. 
 I also serve on the Garden Center Advisory Committee (chair) 
and the Columbia Association Watershed & Aquatics Advisory 
Committees. I am also the founder and current member of the 
River Hill Watershed Committee. These memberships broaden my 
knowledge base about local affairs and enable me to better serve 
River Hill. I was born and raised in Columbia and believe that we 
are all very lucky to be living in the best City in one 
of the top Counties in the Country. I will always do 
my best to keep it that way.

Liyan Zhang
 I, Liyan Zhang, have served on the Board of 
River Hill Community Association (RHCA) for the 
past 2 years, and am willing to serve another term. My fami-
ly and I have been River Hill residents since 2001. Both my son 
and daughter have attended local schools and grown up here. I 
know many River Hill residents, as colleagues, or private friends, 
or neighbors. I have benefited greatly from the excellent service of 
RHCA, and would like to give back to my community. Also, as a 
senior level professional in network engineering, I have the knowl-
edge and experience to serve my community. I have been living 

mailto:estischabelman@gmail.com
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For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

The River Hill Village Center 
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)

Offering the Best Treatments, including

Best Treatments Available
Reasonable Fees
Afternoon & Evening Appointments
Consultations are Free
Excellent Results
Super Smiles

Free Initial Consultation
410-381-1077

in English environment for 24 years with fluent English and Chi-
nese. With a deep understanding of American society and culture, 
plus an international viewpoint, I believe I have been and will con-
tinue to be a very valuable board member of RHCA.

Route 108 Design Update
Dear Residents,
 Your community on the Clarksville Pike is truly awesome!
 The County’s consultant team from the Design Collective, Inc. 
is now preparing a first draft of design guidelines for the Clarks-
ville-River Hill Route 108 corridor based upon your ideas and 
input from the February 12 community meeting. It is thrilling to 
see how many people participated by sharing their hopes and vi-
sions of the future for their community.
 At the meeting, people commented on every aspect of the ini-
tiative. Many mentioned the need for a continuous connection 
along the entire corridor for both pedestrians and cyclists and bet-
ter ways to cross 108 and 32 while smoothing traffic flow. Others 
asked for gathering places and useful street furnishings such as 
bike racks and improved signage visibility and compatibility.
 Many community members wanted more naturalistic land-
scaping for an informal, rural, and environmentally thoughtful 
setting. People expressed interest in seeing a variety of different 
building façades along the corridor similar to a more traditional 
main street, except without visible parking in front of buildings 
and, especially, without parking on the street itself. A mixture of 
contemporary and traditional architecture, perhaps focused on 
rural forms but with more modern materials, seemed to be the di-
rection many people thought might best suit the area.
 As the designers work to distill the expressed desires of the 

community and create a design document, their goal is to address 
the uniqueness of this very special place where town meets coun-
try. The design team will put into pictures and text what this idea 
could look like for Clarksville Pike.
 The process has begun and that work will be the subject of 
another community meeting near the end of April or beginning of 
May. We’ll send you more information when the first draft is ready, 
and we look forward to the creation of something special and 
unique for this community and to hearing from you about whether 
we got it right!

  Bill Mackey, AICP
  Chief of Comprehensive and Community Planning
  Howard County Department of Planning and Zoning
  wmackey@howardcountymd.gov
  410-313-4321

Watershed Tip of the Month: 
The Law of the Lawn
 Smoking pot in DC (once decriminalization is finalized) and 
applying too much fertilizer on lawns in Maryland have something 
in common: They are subject to civil penalties. 
 Not that lawn police will be rounding up scofflaws anytime 
soon. 
 The idea is education, according to a spokeswoman from the 
state Department of Agriculture. Excess fertilizer on lawns poi-
sons our waterways (and wastes money). Of Maryland’s nearly 8 
million acres, about a million are covered with chemical-, water- 
and time-intensive lawns. In fact, non-agricultural sources of run-

mailto:wmackey@howardcountymd.gov
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off — such as lawns, golf courses and parks — cover more land 
than all the cornfields, soybean fields and wheat fields in our state 
combined, according to the Agriculture Department. In addition, 
lawn fertilizer accounts for nearly half (44 percent) of the fertilizer 
sold in the state. 
 The key ingredients in fertilizer are nitrogen and phosphorus. 
Rain (and car-washing on pavement) sends excess lawn chemi-
cals into our storm drains, streams and rivers and eventually the 
Chesapeake Bay. Along the way, fertilizer causes algae blooms 
that use up oxygen in waterways, creating dead zones and doom-
ing marine life that can’t get away.
 Since 2001, farmers have had to use fertilizer management 
plans. The 2011 Fertilizer Use Act, which took effect in October 
2013, applies to homeowners and their lawns as well as lawn-care 
professionals.  Here are the new rules:

• University of Maryland fertilizer recommendations are now 
law: A single application may not exceed 0.9 pound total ni-
trogen per 1,000 square feet and 0.7 pound of soluble nitro-
gen per 1,000 square feet. Soil testing is key to determining 
whether and how much fertilizer is needed. Go to extension.
umd.edu/hgic for seasonal and yearly recommendations. Soil 
test kits are available at Claret Hall and the kits and the test-
ing are free.

• Standard lawn fertilizer products can no longer contain phos-
phorus. (Specialty products with phosphorus may be applied 
to lawns only when indicated by soil test results or when the 
homeowner is establishing a lawn or patching a small area.)

• Never use fertilizer as de-icer (but you knew that already from 
an earlier Watershed Tip).

• Do not fertilize within 15 feet of a waterway (10 feet if a drop 
spreader, rotary spreader with deflector or targeted spray liq-

uid is used).
• Do not fertilize if heavy rain is in the forecast.
• Do not fertilize between Nov. 1 and March 1, or when the 

ground is still frozen. (Lawn care professionals can fertilize 
until Dec. 1.)

• Lawn-care firms and their personnel must be licensed and 
certified by the Maryland Department of Agriculture’s (MDA) 
Pesticide Regulation Section. Trained personnel will have 
MDA-issued identification cards and must have the business 
license number painted on the service vehicle. (Questions: 
call 410-841-5710)

 Also consider exchanging some of that grass for native 
groundcovers, such as phlox, partridgeberry and sedums, or com-
binations of shrubs and perennials. The state also has started a 
Lawn to Woodland program to help Marylanders with more than 4 
acres convert lawn to forest cover for free.

 More on the fertilizer law: 
http://mda.maryland.gov/resource_conservation/Documents/
fertilizerwebpage.pdf

 More on groundcovers: 
http://dnr.maryland.gov/wildlife/habitat/wildacres/waground-
covers.asp

 More on the Lawn to Woodland program: 
http://news.maryland.gov/dnr/2014/01/21/governor-omalley-
announces-new-tree-program-for-maryland-landowners

This tip was provided by the Association’s Watershed Advisory 
Committee.

http://extension.umd.edu/hgic
http://extension.umd.edu/hgic
http://mda.maryland.gov/resource_conservation/Documents/fertilizerwebpage.pdf
http://mda.maryland.gov/resource_conservation/Documents/fertilizerwebpage.pdf
http://dnr.maryland.gov/wildlife/habitat/wildacres/wagroundcovers.asp
http://dnr.maryland.gov/wildlife/habitat/wildacres/wagroundcovers.asp
http://news.maryland.gov/dnr/2014/01/21/governor-omalley-announces-new-tree-program-for-maryland-landowners/
http://news.maryland.gov/dnr/2014/01/21/governor-omalley-announces-new-tree-program-for-maryland-landowners/
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CA Program Helps Residents 
Reduce Energy Consumption 
and Save Money
 Columbia Association (CA) has partnered with Retrofit Balti-
more, a program of the nonprofit called Civic Works, to implement 
a Columbia Home Energy Efficiency Upgrade Cooperative. 
 CA and Retrofit Baltimore will engage the community and 
guide Columbia residents through each step of the home energy 
improvement process, working with vetted and approved contrac-
tors to effectively reduce utility bills, save energy and protect the 
climate. This initiative leverages the Baltimore Gas and Electric 
(BGE) Home Performance with ENERGY STAR program for incen-
tives and other technical resources.
 “Columbia Association is excited to support our community 
on this critical issue,” said CA President Phil Nelson. “Through 
this program, we will further advance the sustainability of our 
community by improving the energy efficiency of Columbia 
homes.”
 Key benefits of the Columbia Home Energy Efficiency Up-
grade Cooperative include: 
• Homes that are more comfortable and affordable to own;
• Guidance from a dedicated Energy Advocate;
• Access to screened and vetted energy services contractors;
• Access to an exclusive discount on installed measures for Co-

lumbia residents;
• Rebates from BGE that cover up to 50 percent of the up-

grades, up to $2,000;
• Information gained from a detailed energy audit that also ad-

dresses indoor air quality and equipment performance;

• Participation in an ENERGY STAR Program administered by 
the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) in conjunction with the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

 Over the coming year, CA and Retrofit Baltimore will be hold-
ing community energy meetings in villages throughout Colum-
bia. Columbia residents are being provided an opportunity to 
learn about energy efficiency and cost-effective steps to make 
their homes more livable and environmentally friendly. The first of 
these meetings was held in the village of Harper’s Choice on Feb-
ruary 20; the meeting was well-attended, with a majority of partic-
ipants electing to have a Home Performance Energy Audit of their 
home. 
 Civic Works is Baltimore’s service corps, with the mission of 
strengthening Baltimore area communities through education, 
skills development and community service. Their Retrofit Balti-
more program helps homeowners realize the benefits of home en-
ergy efficiency. While energy efficiency upgrades can dramatically 
improve the comfort, health and affordability of homes, a lack of 
trusted information can prevent people from taking advantage 
of the opportunity. Retrofit Baltimore fills this gap by partnering 
with communities to provide residents with step-by-step guid-
ance, information on vetted contractors, cooperative purchasing 
discounts and consumer advocacy services. Retrofit Baltimore has 
helped more than 400 Maryland homeowners improve the energy 
efficiency of their homes.
 ENERGY STAR was introduced by EPA in 1992 as a volun-
tary, market-based partnership to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions through energy efficiency. Today, the ENERGY STAR label 
can be found on more than 60 different kinds of products as well 
as new homes and commercial and industrial buildings that meet 
strict energy-efficiency specifications set by the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency and the U.S. Department of Energy. Over 
the past 20 years, American families and businesses have saved a 
total of nearly $230 billion on utility bills and prevented more than 
1.7 billion metric tons of greenhouse gas emissions with help from 
ENERGY STAR.
 For more information about the ENERGY STAR program 
for existing homes, go to be  http://www.energystar.gov/index.
cfm?fuseaction=hpwes_profiles.showsplash. For more informa-
tion about BGE’s Home Performance with ENERGY STAR Pro-
gram, please visit BGESmartEnergy.com. More information about 
CA is available at ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Weed Warrior Certified Leader 
Training
 The Columbia Association’s (CA) Weed Warrior Program will 
supplement the organization’s efforts to remove non-native, inva-
sive plant species on designated CA open space properties. Certi-
fied volunteer leaders, who complete CA’s training program and 
meet specific requirements, will supervise and lead groups of vol-
unteers onto the open space to perform specific, designated inva-
sive weed removal tasks. CA’s Open Space Management Office is 
working cooperatively with the University of Maryland Extension 
Services to provide in-class and outdoor field training to certify 
leaders volunteering for the program. Here is some general infor-
mation about the program:
• Seeking individuals who are at least 18 years of age, able to 

work independently and perform work of a physical nature in 
an outdoor environment.

• The classroom training is scheduled for Saturday, May 3 from 

http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=hpwes_profiles.showsplash
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=hpwes_profiles.showsplash
http://www.bgesmartenergy.com
http://www.columbiaassociation.org
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Spring Classes in River Hill:
Easy Method Driving School (Meeting Room)

Tu/Th  5:50 – 9:05 p.m.
Call 410-461-9090 or 1-877-461-9090 or
visit www.easymethoddrivingschool.com.

Longfellow Nursery School (Meeting Room)  

T/Th  2 yrs 9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
M/W/F  3 yrs 9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
M-TH  4 yrs 12:45 – 3:15 p.m.
For information visit www.lnscolumbia.org, email lnscolum-
bia@gmail.com, or call Amy at 571-242-5666.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)

Th ongoing 10 – 10:45 a.m.  Ages 0 – 5
Now registering for Spring classes. For information call 301-
758-0304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

QiGong  (Claret Hall)

Tu ongoing 7 – 8 p.m. 
Call 240-462-9103 for information. Drop in to register.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 7:30 – 8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Zumba® (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. and 6 – 7 p.m.
Call 410-794-6757 or visit www.dmikolasko.zumba.com.

Check out the River Hill Community Association’s 
Facebook page. “Like Us” to get valuable 

information and stay informed
 about activities happening in Columbia.

We’re also on Twitter! @ClaretHallMD

9 to 11 a.m. The required follow-up outdoor field training date 
is Saturday, May 10 from 9 to 11 a.m.

• Volunteers interested in participating in the program may reg-
ister via The Volunteer Center web site at www.volunteerhow-
ard.org.

• Participants must bring a completed and signed Weed War-
rior  Volunteer Application and Agreement  form to the in-
class training. Please click on the specific web link below to 
view program specifics and download the form.  Website reg-
istration is required.

 Participants volunteering for the program may be subject to a 
background check.
 The Weed Warrior Pilot Program Volunteer Center Web Link is:
www.volunteerhoward.org/HOC__Volunteer_Opportunity_De-
tails_Page?id=a0CA000000ViF2x.  
 If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the Open 
Space Management Office at 410-312-6330 Monday through Fri-
day from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Report Underage Alcohol 
Parties and Other Offenses
 The Howard County Po-
lice Department (HCPD) and 
HC DrugFree would like to 
stress the importance of citi-
zen involvement. If you know 
of parties where underage 
drinking is happening, or 
if you are witness to any 
illegal or dangerous activ-
ity, alert HCPD immediately. 
Your tips are held in high re-
gard and will result in police 
involvement whenever war-
ranted. You ALWAYS have 
the option to remain com-
pletely anonymous. 

HCPD Phone Numbers:
911: report any criminal or dangerous situations
410-313-2200: report non-emergency situations
410-313-STOP: report any criminal or dangerous situations
410-290-DRUG: report confirmed or suspected drug activity

Other helpful contact information:
• National Alliance for Mental Illness - nami.org, 800-950-NAMI
• Grassroots Crisis Intervention Center - grassrootscrisis.org    

24-hour crisis hotline 410-531-6677
• Protect Your Family, Friends and Neighbors From Identity 

Theft : 410-313-6420 or visit www.howardcountymd.gov/
idtheft.

http://www.volunteerhoward.org./
http://www.volunteerhoward.org./
http://www.volunteerhoward.org/HOC__Volunteer_Opportunity_Details_Page?id=a0CA000000ViF2x
http://www.volunteerhoward.org/HOC__Volunteer_Opportunity_Details_Page?id=a0CA000000ViF2x
tel:%28410%29 312-6330
http://www.howardcountymd.gov/idtheft
http://www.howardcountymd.gov/idtheft
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Association 
Proposes FY15 
Operating 
Budget
 Each year the Village Board 
is responsible for developing a 
budget for the operation of the 
River Hill Community Associa-
tion.  The Board of Directors will 
approve the final budget at its 
regularly scheduled meeting on 
April 21 at 7 p.m.  Please submit 
your input  by contacting Susan 
Smith, Village Manager, at man-
ager@villageofriverhill.org or 410-
531-1749.

Revenue FY15 Budget FY14 Budget FY14 Estimate

1.  CA 245,079 256,296 256,296

2.  Lease & Rental 152,000 143,000 151,923

3.  Tuition & Enrollment 0 0 0

4.  Interest 200 400 216

5.  Special Events 1,050 5,500 9,568

6.  Fees 200 105 331

7.  Miscellaneous 51,000 65,500 52,934

8.  Gain/Loss on Disp of Asset 0 0 0

TOTAL REVENUE 449,529 470,801 471,268

Expenses FY14 Budget FY13 Budget FY13 Estimate

  9.  Staff Salaries 215,752 223,000 221,764

10.  Janitorial Salaries 0 0 0

11.  Contract Labor 0 0 0

12.  Payroll Benefits 24,728 27,700 24,960

13.  Payroll Taxes 17,497 18,500 18,003

14.  Janitorial Expenses 39,245 38,730 33,515

15.  Fees 27,000 23,800 26,944

16.  Operating Expenses 6,544 8,785 7,608

17.  Business Expenses 2,500 3,435 3,460

18.  Insurance 11,500 11,500 9,737

19.  Advertising 3,000 4,000 3,482

20.  Newsletter 44,000 44,000 43,410

21.  Other Printing 500 2,200 1,829

22.  Donations/Contributions 0 0 1,400

23.  Special Events 11,025 12,665 12,651

24.  Taxes 100 75 70

25.  Utilities 26,500 27,500 25,509

26.  Repairs & Maintenance 17,200 17,300 18,312

27.  Furniture & Fixtures 0 2,500 2,929

28.  Total Exp Before Depr 447,091 465,690 455,583

29.  Depreciation 2,438 3,500 2,187

30.  TOTAL EXPENSES 449,529 469,190 457,770

Incr in Unrestricted Net Assets 0 1,611 13,498

River Hill Community Association
FY15 Proposed Operating Budget

mailto:manager@villageofriverhill.org
mailto:manager@villageofriverhill.org


12 • The River Hill Villager • April 2014



April 2014 • The River Hill Villager • 13

Meet River Hill’s New Police 
Liaison
 Pfc. Steven Mitzel recently 
became the Police Department’s 
Southern District Community 
Resource Officer. Current Block 
Captains as well as all residents 
interested in community safety or 
joining the River Hill Neighborhood 
Watch Program are invited to at-
tend a meeting with Pfc. Mitzel on 
April 30 at 7 p.m. at Claret Hall.
Pfc. Mitzel will be discussing:
• Calls for service in the Village;
• Crime prevention information 

relating to breaking and enter-
ing and vehicle theft; and 

• Safety while using neigh-
borhood pathways and local 
parks.

 Come learn more about the Community Resource Unit, ways 
to reach the Police Department, and obtain information on becom-
ing a Block Captain. Light refreshments will be provided.
 We hope to see you then! 

in applying for this position are encouraged to attend the April 21 
Board Meeting and to contact a current Board Member or the Vil-
lage Manager to discuss the roles and responsibilities and the is-
sues currently facing the community. 

Art Show
 In conjunction with Village Elections, the Association is high-
lighting the artistic talents of our residents. An opening reception 
will be held on Friday, April 25 from 6 – 8 p.m. All residents are in-
vited to stop in at Claret Hall, vote in the Elections, enjoy the art, 
and meet the artists who live in our midst. Light refreshments will 
be served. The display will continue during the voting period on 
Saturday, April 26, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Some pieces will be available 
for sale. 

Volunteers Still Needed
 We really need volunteers to assist on Election Day, April 26, 
from 8:45 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. One hour shifts available! Please con-
tact Susan Smith, Village Manager, at 410-531-1749 or manager@
villageofriverhill.org if you are able to help. 

Village Elections and Art Show, 
from page 1

Congratulations to Ying Wang who won the contest to design the Resident Art Show ad for this issue. Ying said of her beautiful design, “the famous Mona 
Lisa represents the works of our artists. The magnifier is to emphasize that people need to visit the show in person to discover the artists’ genius, just like 
finding beauty and pleasure in our lives.”
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School News

Congressional STEM 
Competition 
 “The House STEM App Challenge” is a new competition de-
signed to engage students’ creativity and encourage their partici-
pation in STEM education fields. Established by Members of the 
U.S. House of Representatives in 2013, this competition is a na-
tionwide event that allows students from across the country to 
compete by creating and exhibiting their software application, or 
“app,” for mobile, tablet, or computer devices on a platform of their 
choice. Eligible participants must be high school students who re-
side in the Seventh Congressional District of Maryland or who at-
tend a high school located in the Seventh Congressional District 
of Maryland. In addition, participants must be at least 13 years 
old as of Feb. 1, 2014. Participants may compete individually or in 
teams of up to 4 students. Students can register to participate in 
the House STEM App Challenge by creating an account on www.
challengepost.com, registering for the House Student App Contest 
and completing the entry form. From February 1, 2014 to April 30, 
2014, students entering the competition must provide a YouTube 
video demonstration explaining their app and what they learned 
through this competition process.

Graduation Commencement 
Schedule
 The Howard County Public School System announces the 
commencement ceremony schedule for the 2013-14 school year. 
River Hill HS’s ceremony is on Wednesday, May 28 at 8 p.m. and 
Atholton HS’s ceremony is on Friday, May 30 at 8 a.m., with AHS 
opening at 10:30 a.m. that day. Both ceremonies will be at Merri-
weather Post Pavilion.

Open Letter from HoCo Police 
Dept.
 The Howard County Police Department annually conducts a 
week-long residential Youth Police Academy at the Public Safe-
ty Training Center in Marriottsville, MD. The Academy is open to 
youths 15-18 years of age, with a GPA of at least 2.0, and a letter 
of recommendation from a faculty member. This year the Academy 
will run from July 6 to 11. There is no cost to the selected recruits. 
Visit http://ow.ly/tP0Pg for Youth Police Academy information.
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BOWIE DESIGN
& Home Improvement, Inc. 

ALL PHASES OF HOME IMPROVEMENT:
Remodeling Additions Basements
Kitchens & Baths Sun Rooms Decks
Siding Roofing Gutters

We Provide Maintenance Free Exteriors
Custom Carpentry ..and much more.

 301 490-9204
Call Andy or Robert Bowie for

FREE ESTIMATES
A Family Tradition of Excellence Since 1975

Licensed and Insured                          MHIC 69276

School News

school. To get the application form (available in a PDF format), 
visit https://sites.google.com/site/colonialdamesscholarship/. 
For questions email Mrs. Endres at germaine.endres@gmail.com.

Collision Avoidance Training 
(C.A.T.)
Howard County Police Department will be conducting Collision 
Avoidance Training (C.A.T.) sessions for 2014 on April 25 and 26 
and May 23 and 24. The C.A.T. program is an advanced defensive 
driving and vehicle control program for licensed teenage drivers 
ages 16 to 20 years old. The two day program is designed to pro-
vide young drivers with the knowledge and understanding of ve-
hicle dynamics. During the behind-the-wheel training, students 
operate their own vehicles. Prior to the start of the training, each 
vehicle is inspected by an instructor to ensure that the vehicle is 
in good operational condition. Then each student, accompanied 
by a Howard County Police Officer, begins practicing the different 
driving skills/maneuvers. Each student must successfully com-
plete each driving skill/maneuver in order to receive a certificate 
of completion. The cost to each student is $ 95 for both classes. 
For more information, visit: http://www.howardcountymd.gov.

Employment Opportunity 
for Students, Teachers, and 
Parents 
 The Howard County Board of Elections is currently seeking 
Election Judges for 2014. The dates are June 24, Primary Election 
Day and Nov. 4, General Election Day. For those who are interest-
ed and for all information please visit the HoCo Board of Elections 
website at: howardcountymd.gov/boe, click on election judges. 
Students can be 17 years of age as long as they will be 18 years of 
age by November 4, 2014. This is a great civic contribution to the 
community and looks good on your resumes. For further informa-
tion please call Howard County Board of Elections 410-313-5820, 
ext. 82006 and ask for Carol Hart.

Native American Scholarship
 There is a $1,000 scholarship available to any student of Na-
tive American ancestry from the Terra Mariae Chapter of the Co-
lonial Dames of the 17th Century. All Native American students 
are encouraged to apply (minimum GPA of 2.5 and 1/8 American 
Indian heritage). The scholarship can be used at any university, 
as well as any community college, business school or vocational 

https://sites.google.com/site/colonialdamesscholarship/
http://www.howardcountymd.gov
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Receive Village News by Email

Sign up for the association’s listserv
by visiting www.villageofriverhill.org.

Click on “Receive Village News by Email.”

 The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and 
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at 
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m. 
Applications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign-in. 
Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental docu-
mentation, application amendments, or additional information 
that the RAC has requested.
 Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior 
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret 
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agen-
das are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agen-
das are published in The Villager when the publication schedule 
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review 
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ 
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not 
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision. 
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

RAC MEETING DATES
Application Deadline Meeting Date

March 21, 2014 April 2, 2014

April 4, 2014 April 16, 2014

April 18, 2014 May 7, 2014

May 2, 2014 May 21, 2014

May 16, 2014 June 4, 2014

May 30, 2014 June 18, 2014

June 13, 2014 July 2, 2014

June 27, 2014 July 16, 2014

July 18, 2014 August 6, 2014

August 1, 2014 August 20, 2014

August 15, 2014 September 3, 2014

August 29, 2014 September 17, 2014

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline Fridays by 12 Noon

Architectural News

Upcoming RAC Meeting 
Agenda
April 16, 2014

6416 Phantom Moon Walk Patio
7004 Glorious Light Place Play Set 
6432 Fairest Dream Lane Color Change: Front Door, 
  Shutters

AC Decisions 
April 2, 2014

Approved
6437 Sundown Trail Tree Addition, Tree Removal
5904 Indian Summer Drive Tree Addition, Tree Removal
12020 Floating Clouds Path Solar Collector
6317 Angel Rose Court Tree Removal

Pending
6404 Distant Melody Place Fence: Split Rail
6326 Golden Star Place Deck, Porch: Screened
5924 Gentle Call Landscaping: Rock, Patio

http://www.villageofriverhill.org
http://www.villageofriverhill.org
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Architectural News

12113 Flowing Water Trail Material Change: Roof, 
  Solar Collector
6320 Victorious Song Lane Landscaping
6486 Empty Song Road Color and Material  Change: 
  Siding
6636 Towering Oak Path Tree Removal

March 19, 2014

Approved
5820 Wild Orange Gate Deck

Approved with Condition
6417 Warm Sunshine Path  Driveway, Lamp Post

Pending
5805 Wild Orange Gate Shed 

March 5, 2014

Approved
6521 Waving Tree Court Solar Panels
6401 Reedy Song Knoll Deck

Approved with Condition
6521 Waving Tree Court Retaining Wall, Walkway, 
  Landscaping
6561 River Run Deck, Stairs, Patio, Fire Pit

FAST TRACK AC Decision

Approved
6469 River Run     Color Change: Door, Shutters, 
  Front Door
6440 Fairest Dream Lane    Tree Removal

Village-wide Property 
Standards Evaluation Program 
Update
 As of the end of March, 1300 homes have been examined by 
the Association’s Property Standards Evaluator (PSE). The pro-
gram is on schedule to conclude by early May.
 The Covenant maintenance issues most frequently identified 
during the PSE inspections are:
• Exterior trim and molding maintenance – 45% of the homes 

inspected have soiling, fading, rotting or peeling of the exte-
rior molding and/or trim.

• Gutter/downspout maintenance – 43% of the homes inspect-
ed have been cited for gutter and downspout-related issues. 
Common problems are soiled/discolored, damaged, or sag-
ging gutters/downspouts. Some gutters have collected visible 
leaves and twigs, which may be nests, or have weeds/seed-
lings growing. In addition to looking unkempt, these deposits 
can prevent proper drainage and have the potential to cause 

interior water damage.
• Siding maintenance – 41% of the homes inspected have soiled 

siding. This soiling mainly occurs on the north side of the 
house or on homes that are very close together. When sun-
light is not able to penetrate the area and enable moisture to 
dry in between bouts of rain or snow, the conditions benefit 
the growth of mold and mildew. Additionally, many homes 
have soiling on more than just the north side of the house. 
Large trees that create a lot of shade and tall foundation 
plantings likely contribute to some of the soiling and mildew.

• Trash and recycle bins commonly stored in the open - Per Ar-
ticle VIII, Section 8.06 of the Association’s Covenants, “…such 
containers shall be stored in such a manner so they cannot be 
seen from adjacent and surrounding properties.”

 The program has resulted in the identification of several 
homes in the village that have been abandoned or are in foreclo-
sure and are not being properly maintained.
 A survey of other maintenance issues that are the responsi-
bility of the County, Columbia Association (CA), or other parties 
is also being identified and addressed as a part of the property 
standards program. Heaving/subsiding sidewalks, broken cable/
utility boxes, damaged CA open space pathways, and leaning, 
damaged or malfunctioning streetlights are being reported to the 
proper jurisdictions. Street trees that are unhealthy or have ex-
treme root exposure have been noted, as well as stumps from pre-
viously removed trees. As of March 12, 2014, 197 locations where 
sidewalks are heaving, subsiding, and/or cracked have been re-
ported and 171 cable/utility boxes that are in need of repair have 
been identified.
 All residential property owners are being notified of their eval-
uation results by a green or yellow postcard. A green card indi-
cates that the property has passed inspection. This card may also 
include a note about things to keep an eye on that are not being 
considered a Covenant violation now but if unaddressed could be-
come a Covenant violation in the future. A yellow card will include 
a brief list of items that need repair along with a re-inspection 
date.
 Please call 410-531-1749 to speak with the PSE; or email the 
PSE at pse@villageofriverhill.org if you have questions about the 
program or property.

Be a Community Volunteer
 Is this your time to serve your community? Become a Resi-
dent Architectural Committee (RAC) volunteer and meet your 
neighbors, be active, and make a positive impact in the communi-
ty. Learn how our village’s exterior alteration process works. You 
don’t need any special skills, just be at least 18 years old, live in 
the Village, and have the ability to conduct site visits and attend 
the meetings on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday evenings.
 The RAC is seeking community members to serve as volun-
teers. This experience will give you an opportunity to learn about 
new materials and techniques available in the home construction 
and landscaping industries, identify new projects you’d like to im-
plement at your own home, and give back to your community. To 
find out how you can contribute and make a difference in your 
own backyard, contact the Association’s Covenant Advisor at cov-
enants@villageofriverhill.org or call 410-531-1749.

mailto:pse@villageofriverhill.org
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Architectural News

Take Care of Our Trees
By Sam Quick, Certified Arborist

 It’s spring again (finally) and we’re able to be 
outside. There have been some calls to the Com-
munity Association about tree pruning, so here are 
some answers to common questions.

Who should I hire to do work on my trees?
 According to Maryland state law, any company that is paid 
to do work on trees 20 feet or taller needs to be a Maryland Li-
censed Tree Expert. The purpose of the law is to provide a layer of 
consumer protection by licensing qualified and insured tree care 
companies and individuals. Any company that does work without 
a license or violates any regulations would risk fines, penalties, 
and prosecution through the Maryland Department of Natural Re-
sources.
 Licensed Tree Expert Information from http://dnr.state.
md.us./forests/program-
apps/newtreeexpert.asp

Why is tree topping bad?
 Tree topping is not an 
acceptable practice in the 
tree care industry or accord-
ing to Maryland Tree Expert 
Regulations. Tree topping 
weakens trees and degrades 
the ability of the tree to pro-
duce enough energy to sur-
vive. Remember, every green 
leaf removed from a tree is a 
reduction of energy produc-
tion.
 ANSI A300(part1)-2008 
Pruning information from 
http://tcia.org/business/ansi-a300-standards/part-1

Can I prune my own trees?
 You may perform light pruning if you follow these tips:
•   Never remove more than 25 percent of the living crown of a tree 
in any given year.
•  When pruning, prune a branch back to a lateral branch or to 

the trunk of a 
tree.

For more pruning 
tips and informa-
tion on Maryland 
Tree Expert Law, 
visit the websites 
listed after each 
question above.

Planning Ahead for Spring & 
Summer
 Whether preparing to sell a home or not, homeowners should 
think about keeping their biggest asset well maintained and in 
good condition. It is part of the covenants for maintenance and it 
helps maintain the home’s and the village’s property values.
•  Check your driveways. Is there pitting; are there cracks?
• Take a look at your lawn and gardening equipment. Make 

sure that your equipment is in working order and don’t forget 
to store your tools and machines properly after use. 

• How about that sloping lawn behind your house? Are resi-
dents using it as a pit stop for their pets? You may have to re-
claim your property. Replace the grass with ground cover that 
stabilizes the soil in steep areas and always edge and main-
tain the area so that it looks manicured and well maintained. 
Also there are products that are not harmful to landscape or 
pets that will keep pets from wanting to use your yard.

• Is there loose or chipping paint? Scrape off the loose paint, 
prime and then paint with a finish coat. If you’re using some 
of the original paint that you’ve kept around for just such an 
occasion, be prepared for a difference in sheen or color due to 
weathering. Changing colors? Don’t forget to submit an Exte-
rior Alteration Application.

• Does your house need power washing? Are there missing 
shingles? Is the exterior trim intact? Are the gutters and 
downspouts attached properly? Do you have missing grids? 
Do you have missing siding? 

Spring is the perfect time to also take care of these:
• Clean your gutters.
• Check your roof for leaks.
• Mow your lawn on a regular basis to help keep down mosqui-

toes, insects and pests.
• Check your foundation to assure that there are no cracks. If 

you have foundation cracks, have them repaired. 
• Consider a dehumidifier. Less humid air actually feels cooler 

on the skin.
• Buy a programmable thermostat.
• Check your HVAC filters.

With such a wet winter, 
people to mow will 
be in demand this 
spring!
We are updating our frequently requested Lawn 
Mower List and would love to include you. Please 
email your name, address, and contact phone 
number to riverhill@villageofriverhill.org or call 410-
531-1749.

http://dnr.state.md.us./forests/programapps/newtreeexpert.asp
http://dnr.state.md.us./forests/programapps/newtreeexpert.asp
http://dnr.state.md.us./forests/programapps/newtreeexpert.asp
http://tcia.org/business/ansi-a300-standards/part-1
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COLUMBIA TREE & LAWN SERVICE
Licensed & Fully Insured • FREE ESTIMATES 

• Hedge and Tree Trimming
• Tree & Stump Removal
• Snow Plowing
• Vegetation Clearing
• Mulching
• Firewood
• Retaining Walls
• Water Flow Solutions
• Tree Planting

CHARLES N. PEDDICORD, President
Licensed Tree Expert Total Home Care
DNR#068 MHIC 69276

 410-740-5444    410-365-6367Cell

www.columbiatreeandlawn.net

AROUND TOWN
Happiest Baby on the Block Class

Parents and parents-to-be learn techniques to quickly soothe 
baby. April 29 from 7 to 9 p.m. at the HoCo General Hospital Well-
ness Center, 10710 Charter Drive, Suite 100, Columbia. Fee is 
$50 per couple and includes parent kits. Registration is advised 
by visiting www.hcgh.org or calling 410-740-7601.

KidSpace Adventure Days
When Howard County Schools are out, join KidSpace for a fun-
filled day of games, arts and crafts, swimming and much more! 
Pizza lunch is included. Open to kids in grades K-6 on April 14-18 
and 24. Full day program is 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. and is $50 per child. 
Half day program is from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. and is $25 per child. 
Register online, over the phone at 410-531-8984 or at the Colum-
bia Gym KidSpace.

Pointers “Run”
The Pointers Run Elementary School (PRES) Pointers “Run” Com-
mittee would like to invite you to be a Supporter of our Fifth An-
nual Pointers “Run.” This exciting event will be on Saturday, April 
26. Please arrive at 7:30 a.m. for an 8 o’clock start. The run will 
begin and end at PRES, 6600 S. Trotter Road, Clarksville. The 
course is approximately 3.1 miles long. The purpose of this event 

is to promote health awareness and wellness among our students 
and community. Entry fee is $20 per person. To register, call Eric 
Jayne or Randy Wallenhorst at 410-313-7147 or e-mail ejayne@
hcpss.org or rwallenhorst@hcpss.org.

Movie Night
Participants enjoy a night of playing games with friends and creat-
ing arts and crafts. Then top it off with a pizza dinner and movie. 
April 19 from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Columbia Gym, 6151 Daylong 
Lane, Clarksville. KidSpace. For ages 4 and up. KidSpace/PPP 
Mbrs. $10 per child, $16 per family; PP/Facility Mbrs $12 per 
child, $18 per family; All Others $14 per child, $20 per family. 
Register by visiting www.columbiaassociation.org/kidspace, call-
ing 410-531-8984, or e-mailing Sarina.Grewal@ColumbiaAssocia-
tion.org.

Breathe Deep Columbia 5K Walk
Register now for the Breathe Deep Columbia 5K Walk to stop lung 
cancer. It’s being held at Town Center, Columbia on Saturday, 
April 26 and registration is $25 for adults; $15 for lung cancer 
survivors, seniors and students; and $10 for kids under 13. Visit 
www.lungevity.org/columbia to register and for more information. 
For $5 off the registration fee, enter code: ICARE.

http://www.hcgh.org
http://www.columbiaassociation.org/kidspace
mailto:Sarina.Grewal@columbiaassociation.org
mailto:Sarina.Grewal@columbiaassociation.org
http://www.lungevity.org/columbia


20 • The River Hill Villager • April 2014

Bagel Bin & Deli 
410-531-0335

Columbia Bank 
410-531-7000

Everett Jewelers 
410-531-7990

Giant Food 
410-531-7831

Hair Cuttery 
410-531-8052

Ledo Pizza 
443-535-0599

M&T Bank 
410-531-7083

Massage Envy 
410-531-0711

McDonald’s 
410-531-7950

Panda Kitchen 
410-531-7866

Red Mango 
443-546-4798

River Hill Cleaners 
410-531-7742

River Hill Optical 
410-531-7920

River Hill Sports 
Grille 
410-531-7900

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com

Subway 
410-531-7982

Sunoco 
410-531-7510

Tower Federal Credit Union 
301-497-7000

The UPS Store 
410-531-9861

Vintage Cellars 
410-531-7860

AROUND TOWN
Rocknoceros

Without a doubt the most popular kid’s rock n’ roll concert in the 
area! Coach Cotton, Williebob, and Boogie Woogie Bennie will have 
kids up and dancing in no time. This 45-minute concert is Friday, 
May 9 at 10 a.m. at The Loft at The Other Barn, 5851 Robert Oli-
ver Place, Columbia. $5 per ticket for everyone ages 2 and up, 
including adults. Tickets can be purchased at The Other Barn, the 
day of the show or in advance by cash or check only. For more in-
formation, please call Brigitta at 410-730-4610.

Dog Day Afternoon
Columbia Association (CA) is hosting the eighth annual Dog Day 
Afternoon on Saturday, May 3, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Hopewell 
Park, 9200 Rustling Leaf, Columbia. Dog owners can enter their 
four-legged friends into a variety of contests and entertainment 
may include raffles, music, food for dogs and humans, face paint-
ing, caricature artists and an arts and crafts station sponsored by 
Columbia Art Center. New this year will be pet communications 
readings with pet communicator Emerald DuCoeur  and perfor-
mances by comedy dog act Mutts Gone Nuts. Admission is free. 
Registration is encouraged but not required via www.ColumbiaAs-
sociation.org/DogDay. Only cash will be accepted during Dog Day 
Afternoon. A rain date has been set for Sunday, May 4, from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at Hopewell Park.

A Million Miles of Smiles
To celebrate 10 years of Neighbor Ride, attend A Million Miles of 
Smiles on Friday, April 11 from 4 to 7 p.m. at Oliver’s Carriage 
House, 5410 Leaf Treader Way, Columbia. The event will feature 
heavy hors d’oeuvres, beer, wine and non-alcoholic drinks; music 
and a brief presentation. Tickets are $40 and can be purchased at 
http://neighborride.org/wordpress/million-miles/. For more in-
formation, contact Colleen Konstanzer at community@neighbor-
ride.org.

Kid’s Nearly New Spring Sale
At the Howard County Fairgrounds, Exhibition Building, browse 
140 booths filled with families selling their own stuff for kids from 
infants to teen sizes. Saturday, April 12 from 8 a.m.to1 p.m. free 
admission, free parking and good food available for purchase. Visit 
http://kidsnearlynewsale.com for more information.

National Drug Take Back Day
On April 26 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., you can turn in your ex-
pired and unwanted prescription and over-the-counter medi-
cines for proper disposal. Keep them out of the hands of youth 
and our water supply. Convenient drop-off locations are listed at  
http://hcdrugfree.org/drugtakebackday.html. For more informa-
tion contact Joan Webb Scornaienchi, Executive Director of HC 
DrugFree, at joan@hcdrugfree.org or 443-325-0040.

http://www.oaklandmills.org/node/11
http://www.oaklandmills.org/node/11
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TyAR_PveN7E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VS0BeoepdxA
http://www.columbiaassociation.org/dogday
http://www.columbiaassociation.org/dogday
http://neighborride.org/wordpress/million-miles/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001KmwtdwB677pXSKXQcM7uI4qQufqKeFBBs8dzjBMLpcIIz770osQf9Yw-R10K4B0QdBWyRvmnG1HOqOATqzkhBIPUOjynPMHFIMN7iVVrLcurBOwYDFcw63Eb1H6PwR4J
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AROUND TOWN
HCHS Music Concert Series

The Howard County Historical Society kicks off its 2014 Music 
Concert Series with “Ain’t Misbehavin’ Big Band Swing Dance 
Party” on April 12 and “Rearview Mirror” on April 26. The Swing 
Dance Party features a two-bass setup combined with the sounds 
of Brenda Blackwell and Jody LoMedico. Rearview Mirror, featur-
ing Iris Hirsch and Glenn Bullion, will perform music from the 
last six decades with a modern touch. Pop, R&B, country, disco, 
standards and folk rock will be highlighted. Tickets for each con-
cert are $15 for singles and $25 for couples. The concerts will be 
held 7-9 p.m. at the Howard County Historical Society Museum, 
8328 Court Ave., Ellicott City. Space is limited. For more infor-
mation and to order tickets, go to http://hchsmd.org/events/ or 
call 410-480-3250.

Needle, Syringe, EpiPen Collection
On April 26 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. HC DrugFree’s office, Wilde 
Lake Village Center 10451 Twin Rivers Rd., Columbia will accept 
hypodermic needles, syringes or EpiPens that you don’t know 
what to do with. Bring them to HC DrugFree’s office, which serves 
as the ONLY collection site for proper disposal of such items. For 
more information contact Joan Webb Scornaienchi, Executive Di-
rector of HC DrugFree, at joan@hcdrugfree.org or 443-325-0040.

Jazz in the Mills Concert
Back by popular demand, The Jazz in the Mills Concert Series 
2014 presents Lavenia Nesmith, celebrating her debut CD release 
on Sunday, April 27 from 5 to 7:30 p.m. at The Other Barn, 5851 
Robert Oliver Place, Columbia. Tickets can be purchased in ad-
vance for $15 at The Other Barn or online at www.brownpaper-
tickets.com/event/569396. Tickets will be available at the door 
for $20. For more information, contact Lavenia Nesmith at Lave-
nia_nesmith@comcast.net or 301-596-5128; or contact Jazz in 
the Mills at 410-730-4610 or manager@oaklandmills.org.

VIN Etching
Engraving your car’s unique vehicle identification number (VIN) 
on all of the major pieces of glass is a highly effective deterrent, 
and it assists in returning a stolen vehicle to its rightful owner. 
On Saturday, April 26 from 9 a.m. to noon you can get your ve-
hicle’s glass etched for free in the parking lot at Amherst House 
in King’s Contrivance, 7251 Eden Brook Drive, Columbia. For 
more information call Janet Stabile at 410-313-4759 or jstabile@
howardcountymd.gov. Weather permitting. Sponsored by the 
Maryland/D.C. Anti-Car Theft Committee and Howard County Po-
lice Department.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting “Our 

Passion is Your Pets”
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday, 
overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Please contact: 
www.PetSittinginMd.com; 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture, Art, Silver, 
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+yr expe-
rience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic Sav-
age Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration!
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support includ-
ing Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more. 
Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com 
or bev@tsadvantage.com.

In Home Music Lessons
In home guitar and bass, and beginner piano and drums lessons. 
All styles and experience. I have been teaching in River Hill for 
13 years. Reasonable rates and a dedicated teacher with a BA in 
Music/Jazz Guitar. Jeff DeBonis 443-745-6898

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant 
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand run-
ning, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and spe-
cial event support. Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771, 
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Freelance Writer
Versatile writer with research, interview, editorial, design, and 
ghostwriting skills. Creative and business writing. Corporate and 
nonprofit. Trusted professional with 20+ years experience. Refer-
ences. 410-531-8012.

Free Personal Car Buying Service for 
New Hondas, Chevrolets and  

Pre-Owned Vehicles
Tired of the hassle and stress of shopping for a new or pre-owned 
vehicle? Want honest answers and great pricing from a local, 
Christian resident of River Hill? I can help you with a new Honda, 
Chevrolet, or pre-owned vehicles. Just email Mark Kahler at 
makahler@comcast.net or call 410-935-4686.
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