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This banner made 
by kids will be on 
display at Claret 
Hall until the end 
of April. See pg. 
13 for more.

Come out to vote in Village Elections 
on Saturday, April 20. For the first 
time in many years, we have a con-

tested election. Michael Cornell, the in-
cumbent, and Clayborne Chavers are 
running for the village’s representative 
on the Columbia Council. There are three 
open positions on the Association’s Board 
of Directors and two candidates: Kenny 
Kan, an incumbent, and Kathy Chavers 

are running. Check page 5 for the candi-
date statements. The Association’s Elec-
tion Committee will hold a Candidates’ 
Forum on Tuesday, April 16 at 7:30 p.m. 
at Claret Hall. Residents are encouraged 
to attend the forum to meet the candi-
dates and learn more about their perspec-
tives on issues. 
 Voting will be held at Claret Hall from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Any River Hill resident 
age 18 or older can vote. Residents must 
bring proof of person, residency, and age 
to the poll. A Maryland driver’s license, 
Howard County voter registration card, 
passport, and/or birth certificate may be 
used. Newly-settled residents may present 
a deed, lease, or a utility bill addressed to 
the individual at their River Hill address. 
 In addition to voting, the Draft Village 
Center Master Plan will be available for 
review and members of the Association’s 
Master Plan Committee will be on hand 
to solicit resident comments and respond 
to questions. Simultaneously the Asso-
ciation will be holding an electronics re-
cycling collection (for River Hill residents 
only).
 Absentee ballots will be available be-
ginning on March 30. An absentee ballot 
may only be cast if no other member of the 
residence will cast a ballot at the polling 

Village Board Seat 
Remains Open
 At the start of the fiscal year, May 
1, there will be one open position on the 
Board of Directors. The position has a two-
year term. The Village Board will be accept-
ing letters of interest for appointment to 
this position until April 30. Letters of in-
terest should be addressed to: The River 
Hill Village Board, 6020 Daybreak Cir-
cle, Clarksville, MD 21029 or emailed to  
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

Volunteers Still Needed
 The Election Committee still needs vol-
unteers to assist on Election Day from 8:45 
a.m. to 3:15 p.m. One hour shifts are avail-
able! Please contact Susan Smith, Village 
Manager, at manager@villageofriverhill.org 
or 410-531-1749 if you are able to help. 

place. Absentee ballots may be requested 
in writing through April 10 or in person at 
Claret Hall through April 19. Proof of per-
son and age is required. All absentee bal-
lots must be returned to Claret Hall by 
midnight on April 19.
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Board Meeting Schedule

Board Highlights . . .

All meetings are held in Claret Hall at the River Hill Village 
Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior 
to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident 
Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you have written 
material you would like the Board to review, please drop it by 
the village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All ap-
proved minutes are available for review at the village office. For 
additional information, please contact the village office.
 NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: April 22 at 7 p.m.
 Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board 
Meeting Agendas & Minutes. 

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Maureen Cogan:  

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz

Design/Producation: www.realfreshcreative.com

Village Manager: 
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Covenant Advisor: 
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Facility Coordinator: 
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Communications & Events Coordinator: 
Maureen Cogan, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Administrative Assistant: 
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Monday/Tuesday/Thursday 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Wednesday/Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. - Noon

Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village 
office at the address above, or you may send an email to: 
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

RIVER HILL BOARD 
Jenny Chu (Special Events)  jennyzchu@yahoo.com
Todd Harrison, Chairperson 410-531-0771
(Board Operations)
Kenny Kan (Financial Matters) kwtkan@hotmail.com
Dengfeng Liu (Open Space) liudf@jhu.edu 
Tony Miceli, Vice Chair mathman2121@gmail.com
(Traffic & Safety) 
Dipper Wettstein dipperw@gmail.com
Liyan Zhang (Development) zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Kaede Johnson, Tiffany Kan
(Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP. 
Michael Cornell    301-742-2761

River Hill Community 
Association, Inc.

Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029

Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769 
Fax 410-531-1259 

website: www.villageofriverhill.org

Receive Village News by Email
Sign up for the Association’s listserv 
by visiting www.villageofriverhill.org. 

Click on “Receive Village News by Email” and select 
the categories in which you are interested.

March 4, 2013

•	 Matt Levine, a River Hill resident, inquired about his com-
plaint.

•	 Anders Hansen, Senior Patrol Leader, Boy Scout Troop 618 
gave an update on troop activities.

•	 Michael McCall, Strategic Leisure, presented the Inner Arbor 
plan for Symphony Woods. 

•	 FY13 3rd Quarter Financial Reports and Variance Analysis 
approved.

•	 FY14 Budget discussion.
•	 Executive Session held to discuss personnel matters.
•	 Minutes Approved: January 7, 2013 and February 4, 2013.

March 18, 2013

•	 Brian McGowan, Grace Representative, explained the com-
pany’s request to rezone the properties located at 7400 and 
7450 Grace Drive.

•	 Sang Oh, attorney representing the buyer of 7410 Grace 
Drive, explained his client’s desire to have the property re-
zoned.

•	 John Powell, Administrator, Howard County Office of Trans-
portation, discussed the role of the Office and a variety of 
transportation issues.

•	 Approved the community engagement plan for the Village 
Center Master Plan.

•	 Athena Kan gave an update on the Health Fair to be held in 
June.

•	 Approved the draft FY14 Budget to be made available for pub-
lic comment.

•	 Executive Session held to discuss personnel and legal mat-
ters.

•	 Minutes: March 4, 2013 Minutes were tabled.
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 Michael Cornell, River Hill Representative to Columbia Council 
 Columbia Association Board of Directors 
 cell: 301-742-2761 home: 410-531-9340 
 michaelcornell@comcast.net

The views presented herein represent those of the author only and 
do not necessarily represent those of the River Hill Community As-
sociation Board of Directors.

Council Corner:  
Inner Arbor Plan
 On February 14, CA approved a plan for Symphony Woods 
called the Inner Arbor Plan which includes an Arts Village (visit 
www.villageofriverhill.org to see the plan). The Inner Arbor Plan 
will add a cultural/musical/arts dimension, while protecting the 
woods. It is a balance of active and passive uses. Moreover, as the 
Inner Arbor Plan will fulfill Jim Rouse’s idea for a Tivoli-like area 
in Columbia, it is fitting for CA to complete one of Jim Rouse’s un-
finished plans. The public has asked several questions which need 
to be addressed.

“What about public input?” 
 CA’s approval of the Inner Arbor Plan is just the beginning 
of the process. It is still a concept plan. The County has defined 
a sixteen-step process for developing land in Downtown Colum-
bia. This process allows public input in eight forums including 
two community meetings. There is a lot of opportunity for public 
input/comment. This gives the public, particularly Columbia resi-
dents, ample opportunity to ask their questions and express their 
opinions. 
 This process for developing land in Downtown Columbia has 
been used previously by GGP for the Mall expansion and by How-
ard Hughes Corporation for the new Metropolitan apartments. 
There is no need for CA to duplicate the County process.  Adding 
another CA process on top of the County process sends the mes-
sage that CA wants to be special and that the County’s process is 
not good enough for CA. We need to work more cooperatively with 
the County and relying on the County process is in everyone’s best 
interest.

“Didn’t CA already complete the County Downtown Develop-
ment Process?” 
 No, CA started the process, but did not complete the entire 
process. Building cannot start until the whole sixteen-step process 
is complete. The County’s process is divided into two phases, each 
with eight steps (and ample opportunity for public input). The first 
phase can be described as the concept or planning phase. In gen-
eral terms, this first conceptual planning phase of the County pro-
cess addresses: how the design fits into the overall Downtown Plan 
and specifically the local neighborhood plan; how the design meets 
the Downtown and neighborhood design guidelines; how the de-
sign is compatible with the surrounding buildings/uses; and how 
the design meets the requirements for Downtown Columbia. 
 The second phase of the County process can be described 
as the detailed plan. This phase describes exactly what is to be 
built in precise terms (height, size, construction material, land-
scape, etc.), exactly where it is to be built, and what infrastructure 
(roads, water, sewer, electrical, etc.) is needed. The final result of 
completing this phase is a very detailed site design plan, which 
can then move into the construction process. 

“Can CA merge the first plan with the Inner Arbor Plan?” 
 Actually, the Inner Arbor Plan incorporates many of the items 
included in the first concept plan. The Inner Arbor plan includes 
a fountain, several plazas, an amphitheater, pathways, and one 
or two food places in addition to an Arts Village and other items. 
What the Inner Arbor Plan does is to position these items in differ-
ent areas, consistent with the County’s Decision and Order and its 
binding stipulations. Where CA’s first plan addressed the north-

ern section of Symphony Woods, the Inner Arbor Plan addresses 
the whole of Symphony Woods. It gives a broad view of what is 
planned for the entire park. It also better integrates Symphony 
Woods with Merriweather Post Pavilion and surrounding proper-
ties. 
 Again, CA’s original design, or any design that requires trees 
to be cut down because of the formal geometry of paths (e.g. 
straight lines, circles, etc.) is not permitted. As per the County’s 
binding Decision and Order, the paths must “meander” through 
the woods, and this is what the Inner Arbor Plan calls for.

“Does the Inner Arbor Plan meet the Downtown Columbia Vi-
sion?” 
 Yes, which is evident from the County’s reaction. At least four 
of the five County Council Members (Calvin Ball, Mary Kay Sigaty, 
Jen Terrasa, and Courtney Watson) and County Executive Ken 
Ulman have written endorsements of the Inner Arbor Plan and 
the formation of the Trust to effectuate its development, and they 
praised CA for its leadership in this regard. Howard County’s lead-
ers believe that the Inner Arbor Plan is a physical design of what 
the strategic law of the land, articulated in the Downtown Colum-
bia Plan, enacted by the County on February 1, 2010.
 While County officials were lukewarm, at best, regarding CA’s 
first plan; all indications are that CA has hit a home run with the 
Inner Arbor Plan. The Inner Arbor Plan will add a cultural/musi-
cal/arts dimension for which the Columbia community has been 
clamoring, while protecting the precious woods. It is a balance of 
active and passive uses, in an environmentally sensitive strategy.

“Isn’t the Inner Arbor Plan rather rushed?” 
 No. The CA Board has been working on plans for Sympho-
ny Woods for over two years. There have been many discussions 
about Symphony Woods and working with the County and How-
ard Hughes Corporation. In October, the CA Board, in an open 
meeting followed by a work session open to the public, discussed 
Symphony Woods and took a straw vote that it wanted to make the 
Inner Arbor Plan the centerpiece of the development of Sympho-
ny Woods, that it wanted to set up a Trust for Symphony Woods, 
and that the preferred location for a CA Headquarters would be 
Symphony Woods. This was done in an open meeting and people 
were free to pass this information along to Village Boards and res-
idents. The Inner Arbor Plan presented in January was the result 
of the CA Board’s direction to CA management.

Thanks to Andy Stack, Owen Brown Council Representative, for 
providing this useful information.
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Meet the Candidates:

Village Board of Directors

Kathy J. Chavers 
 I, Kathy Chavers, want your vote to 
serve on our River Hill Board.   I’m a fa-
miliar face on our Residential Architec-
tural Committee (RAC), resident since 
1995, and observed community’s growth 
in schools, roadways, commerce and 
housing. My daughter attends college; my 
son’s a River Hill sophomore, both, at-
tended schools here.
 Once elected, issues adversely affect-
ing homeowners’ property value will be addressed; in collabora-
tion with our River Hill Environmental Sustainability Board.  Also, 
we are capable of eliminating achievement gaps, bullying and pro-
tecting students.  I will work you, H. C. Public School System, Dr. 
Lowery, State Superintendent of Maryland Schools, Dr. Renee A. 
Foose, Superintendent H.C., River Hill Teen Advisory Committee, 
and Police with a goal to achieve this.
 I’ve served as a Chief Election Judge the last two general elec-
tions, and former Secretary, League of Women Voters of Howard 
County, and graduated from UMDCP (1977). It’s an honor to serve 
you. 

Kenny Kan
 I am running for reelection because I 
want to help optimize the River Hill living 
experience in a fiscally prudent manner. 
As the Board’s current Financial liaison, 
we developed strategies to increase vil-
lage revenues and manage expenses in 
a difficult environment. I have enjoyed 
listening, serving, and working with the 
community to discover key issues and 
solve problems. As a financial strategist 
who solves problems at work, I look forward to serving the resi-
dents of River Hill for another term and would very much appreci-
ate your support.

Columbia Council 
Representative

Clayborne E. Chavers
 As a Columbia resident since 1979 I 
have served my community on the Coun-
ty Human Rights and the Equal Business 
Opportunity Commissions, as well as ad-
visor to several County Executives on 
matters of economic development.
 I love this community and its people. 
Its diversity and sophistication are a de-
light, but there is work to do to insure our 
diverse interests are considered. The Co-
lumbia Association Board has been conducting our affairs behind 
closed doors. As an advocate for inclusion and diversity, I want 
this to change.
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For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

The River Hill Village Center 
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)

Offering the Best Treatments, including

Best Treatments Available
Reasonable Fees
Afternoon & Evening Appointments
Consultations are Free
Excellent Results
Super Smiles

Free Initial Consultation 
410-381-1077

 We have a right to be informed and consulted. The CA Board 
has the responsibility to do so. I will make sure this representa-
tive body meets it obligations to our community. Residents have a 
right to have their views heard.
 Contact me at chavlawfirm@gmail.com or 5930 Great Star 
Drive #105, Clarksville, MD 21029. Diversity is who we are; inclu-
sion is how we succeed.

Michael B. Cornell 
 This election is about Columbia’s future. To create a Colum-
bia for the 21st Century as bold and in-
novative as Columbia was during its 
founding.  
 After years of stagnation, the Colum-
bia Association has begun to evolve. We 
are now focused on: 
•	 revitalizing existing infrastructure,
•	 bringing new facilities and expanded 

programs on line, and 
•	 working to adopt technologies to re-

duce energy consumption, protect 
our environment and improve sustainability  

 Will Columbia continue to be on the Top 10 List of Best Places 
to Live in America, or will we watch other cities displace us from 
that list? 
 Will Columbia continue to grow, innovate, and create more vi-
brancy, or will we firmly resist that change? 
 This is the choice we make in this year’s election. We can 
choose a bold and exciting future!
 As your Council Representative, I’m proud to have helped 
drive that change and will continue to do so.  
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Village Center Master Plan 
Draft Document Available for 
Public Comment
 For the past 3 years, the River Hill Master Plan Committee 
(MPC) has been preparing a Master Plan that will help guide the 
future development and growth of the Village Center. The MPC 
solicited input from stakeholders including Village Center mer-
chants, local landowners, residents of River Hill, and the River Hill 
Community Association Board of Directors to prepare the docu-
ment. The purpose of The Plan is to define the boundaries of the 
Village Center, provide a synopsis of current and future issues, 
and offer a framework for implementing near-term and long-term 
improvement options. The Plan specifically addresses five primary 
areas of concern to our community:
•	 Maintaining and improving the vibrancy and success of the 

Village Center
•	 Creating a community gathering place
•	 Continuously adapting to meet a modern community’s needs
•	 Supporting improved traffic and safety
•	 Improving the Village Center’s parking lots
 The Plan also assesses the impact of future development in 
the surrounding area on the Village Center and offers proposals 
for better integrating the Village Center with future development 
along the adjacent Route 108 corridor. The Plan incorporates 
ideas from a variety of MPC-sponsored activities including com-
munity surveys, merchant interviews, a community brainstorm, 
and a walkabout. Once it is finalized, this Plan will become an ad-

visory document that can be used by the Village Board and com-
munity stakeholders to address current and future issues that 
impact the Village Center and growth in the surrounding area.
 A draft of the Master Plan was presented to and approved 
for public comment by the River Hill Village Board on Febru-
ary 4, 2013. The full draft and a shorter executive summary are 
now available for public comment through May 31. The docu-
ments can be accessed through the River Hill Village website at 
www.villageofriverhill.org and can be reviewed, in printed form, 
during normal business hours at Claret Hall. The draft Master 
Plan will also be on display during the Village Elections on April 
20 and members of the MPC will be available to answer questions 
and solicit comments from the community. The Master Plan Com-
mittee would like your input. 
•	 What do you like most about The Master Plan?
•	 What areas need improvement?
•	 Do you have ideas that you would like to contribute?
•	 Do you have concerns or issues that you want the Master 

Plan to address? 
 Comments and suggestions for the Master Plan can be sent by 
leaving a comment at the bottom of the Master Plan article posted 
online at the Village of River Hill website, via email to the River Hill 
Village Manager, Susan Smith, at manager@villageofriverhill.org 
or by completing a Master Plan comment form available at Claret 
Hall. The MPC will review all comments and present a final docu-
ment for approval at a Board meeting during the summer. The ap-
proved document will be submitted to the Columbia Association 
and the Howard County Department of Planning and Zoning. The 
current members of the MPC are: Robert Runser (chair), Trevor 
Greene, Jim Burnett, Jacqueline Easley, and Olivia Vaught.



8 • The River Hill Villager • April 2013

Who is Allowed in Bike Lanes?
 Spring is here and with good weather comes people. People 
on bikes, jogging, and walking with strollers and pets. There have 
been some questions recently about what activities are allowed in 
the bike lanes. Sergeant Moskala of the Bureau of Highways Traf-
fic Enforcement answered.
 The Pedestrian on Roadways law found under the Maryland 
Transportation Article 21-506 outlines the following:
•	 Where a sidewalk is provided, a pedestrian may not walk 

along and on an adjacent roadway.
•	 Where a sidewalk is not provided, a pedestrian who walks 

along and on a highway may walk only on the left shoulder, 
if practicable, or on the left side of the roadway, as near as 
practicable to the edge of the roadway, facing any traffic that 
might approach from the opposite direction.

 While the court system has not made any specific rulings on 
walkers and joggers in bike lanes, and it may be mighty tempting 
to walk or jog in that great expanse of flat space that’s a lot like a 
track, you will be a good neighbor and keep the peace in the com-
munity by keeping to the sidewalk while walking. The sidewalk is 
also the safest place to be as you will not be in the path of cars and 
bikes.

BGE Power Outage Update
 On February 25 representatives of BGE attended a meeting at 
Claret Hall to discuss electric reliability concerns with residents of 
parts of Pointers Run. Mike Garzon, supervisor of Customer Reli-
ability Management; Matt Diehl, engineer for Columbia; and Mike 
Fowler, manager for local affairs; discussed how the community 
was served, what had been causing the outages, and the steps 
being taken to improve reliability. The supply circuit, or feeder, in 
question comes from the Wilde Lake Substation in Columbia. The 
main causes of the outages have been the impact of falling trees 
and tree limbs along the overhead portion of the supply feeder, pri-
marily along parts of Guilford Rd., Pindell School Rd., and Cedar 
La. The circuit transitions to an underground configuration as it 
crosses MD 32 and moves into a portion of Pointers Run on the 
north side of MD 32, where it ties into a circuit coming from the 
Clarksville Substation which is located behind the MD 108 Auto 
Park. Part of the frustration of the residents was the fact that the 
adjacent circuit does not experience the same outage pattern as 
their neighbors. However, proper feeder loading protocols preclude 
connecting customers to the Clarksville feeder. 
 BGE plans to install several pieces of automatically-operated 
equipment, called reclosers, at strategic points along the overhead 
portion of the Wilde Lake feeder serving the affected communi-
ties. When a problems occurs this equipment will automatically 
operate to isolate the problem, resulting in an interruption to the 
smallest possible number of customers. For example, problems 
occurring on Pindell School Road or Cedar Lane would not affect 
residents in Pointers Run. While no technology can assure 100% 
reliability, residents should see a significant improvement in reli-
ability, during both calm and adverse weather.
 The BGE team promised to keep the community informed of 
the progress of this work through the River Hill Community Asso-
ciation (RHCA). Here are the project milestones:
•	 Engineering (develop circuit design and ensure operability) – 

May 15
•	 Design (develop construction drawings, identify material, en-

sure proper field conditions) – September 15

•	 Permitting (obtain any and all required state and local per-
mits) – November 1

•	 Construction (build and place in service) – December 31
 Be advised that these dates could shift due to unforeseen cir-
cumstances such as weather; but, there is every expectation that 
the work will be completed by the end of 2013 as communicated 
at the meeting. BGE will keep the RHCA informed of the progress. 

Local Rezoning Requests
 Three properties located on Grace Drive have applied 
for changes in zoning as a part of the County’s Comprehensive 
Zoning Plan process:

•	 7400 Grace Drive (35.001) – 5.77 acres owned by Grace. Cur-
rent zoning – R-ED, Requesting change to PEC.

•	 7450 Grace Drive (35.002) – 7.12 acres owned by Grace. Cur-
rent zoning – R-ED, requesting change to PEC.

•	 7410 Grace Drive (35.004) Baltimore Seventh Day Adven-
tist Korean Church (formerly SDP-06-102) – 3.83 Acres. This 
property is currently zoned R-ED and a church was approved 
to be constructed on the site. The owners are requesting a 
change to POR. The owners of Bistro Blanc restaurant are in-
terested in purchasing the property and want to construct an 
office building with a restaurant on the first level.

 At their meeting on March 18, the River Hill Village Board met 
with representatives from Grace and the buyers of 7410 Grace 
Drive. At this time, the Village Board has not formed an opinion 
on these proposals.
 The Planning Board will be holding two hearings on all Com-
prehensive Zoning requests: March 27 at the George Howard 
Building at 6 p.m. and April 8 at Glenelg High School at 6 p.m. 
Residents are encouraged to participate in the process. For more 
information on the Comprehensive Zoning process and details re-
garding zoning requests and zoning regulation amendments, visit 
www.howardcountymd.gov/Planning_Board.htm. Following the 
hearings, the Planning Board will submit recommended actions to 
the Administration and County Council. The Administration’s re-
vised proposal will then be introduced as legislation to the County 
Council for its consideration. The County Council will hold a pub-
lic hearing before determining the outcome of each request. The 
overall process is likely to be complete prior to the Council’s 2013 
summer recess.

Help Stop Lung Cancer at 
Breathe Deep Columbia 
 The Breathe Deep Columbia 5K Walk and Lung Awareness 
Fair is being held on Saturday, April 20, beginning at the Lake-
front Plaza in Downtown Columbia. The fundraising event is made 
possible by the LUNGevity Foundation, in collaboration with Co-
lumbia Association (CA), Pulmonary Disease and Critical Care As-
sociates, and Maryland Oncology Hematology.
  Those attending will participate in a 5K walk on Columbia’s 
pathways from the Lakefront Plaza to and around Wilde Lake, and 
then back. Strollers are welcome, as are pets (but be sure to clean 
up after your pet). Only portions of the walk are wheelchair acces-
sible. There is an alternative 1K route for those challenged by the 
longer walk. The event begins with team pictures at 8 a.m., regis-
tration at 8:30 a.m. and a program at 9 a.m. The walk starts at 10 
a.m., and the fair ends at 2 p.m.
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  Participants will have the opportunity to celebrate and honor 
their loved ones, families and friends who have been affected by 
lung cancer, a devastating disease that impacts 1 in 14 Americans 
and claims more than 160,000 lives per year. Participants will 
leave Breathe Deep Columbia knowing that the money they raised 
will fund research to end lung cancer.
  Breathe Deep Columbia is also a lung awareness fair with 
exhibitors and health screenings. For more information on reg-
istering, volunteering, sponsoring or donating to the event, 410-
531-1749 visit  www.Lungevity.org/Columbia. Enter code “icare” 
for $5 off the registration fee.
 This year’s event honors the memory of the late Dr. Clement 
B. Knight, a local oncologist who passed away last August.
 

Boy Scout Troop 618  
“Scouting for Food” Collection 
 On Saturday, April 20, Boy Scouts in Troop 618 will be col-
lecting non-perishable food items from 2 to 6 p.m. outside the 
River Hill Giant. Personal care products such as toothpaste, tooth-
brushes, baby care items, etc. are also welcome. 
 This community service project supports the annual “Scout-
ing for Food” campaign. The scouts will donate the items to a local 
food pantry to help feed those in need in Howard County. 
 The River Hill Community Association is the Chartering Or-
ganization for Troop 618. Last year, the Troop collected over 600 
pounds of food for this event. Thanks in advance for supporting 
this community service project.
 Please help the scouts top this record! For more information 
about Troop 618 visit http://columbia618.mytroop.us/.

Free Gardening Presentations 
Grow It! Eat It! Spring 
Vegetable Gardening
Tuesday, April 9 at 7 p.m.
 Learn how to prepare your gar-
den soil for spring planting and how 
to plant seeds inside and outside. Also 
tips on how to protect your crop from 
critters and harsh weather. Town Center, 5430 Vantage Point 
Road, Columbia 410-730-4744 

Gardening for Seniors (two dates and locations)
Wednesday, April 10 at 12:30 p.m.
 Make modifications to your garden and learn about variations 
in gardening tools that accommodate the more limited mobility 
and flexibility of older or disabled gardeners.
Registration is preferred. The Other Barn, 5851 Robert Oliver 
Place, Columbia. 410-730-4610. 

Thursday, April 11 at 7 p.m.
Harpers Choice, Kahler Hall, 5440 Old Tucker Row, Columbia. 
410-730-3888.

Butterfly Gardening
Wednesday, April 24 at 7 p.m.
 What are the best nectar plants for attracting adult butter-
flies? The basics of butterfly ecology will be presented. How to use 
some basic principles to transform your garden into an ornamen-
tal butterfly habitat, and the types of local butterflies that may 
visit your garden will be included.
Town Center, 5430 Vantage Point Road, Columbia. 410-730-4744 

Native Plants in the Home Landscape 
Thursday, April 25 at 7 p.m.
 Find out how growing native plants benefits both the gardener 
and the environment, and explore the concept of “right plant, right 
place.” Long Reach, Stonehouse, 8775 Cloudleap Court, Colum-
bia. 410-730-8113.

Tips for Dealing with Invasive Vines
 The end of winter is a great time to notice things like invasive 
undesirable plants taking over our neighborhoods. Once planted 
as a groundcover to stabilize hillsides and prevent erosion, Eng-
lish Ivy (Hedera helix) has become a real thug in many landscapes. 
It is evergreen so it is easily seen during the winter months. It suc-
cessfully overcomes more desirable plants and unless it is kept in 
check and trimmed back, it will grow up into trees and produce 
berries that are eaten by birds, which then reseed new plants. The 
vine can also eventually kill the tree it climbs. 
 Do you have some ivy that has “escaped” into your trees or 
growing where you do not wish it? Ground vines can be dug or 
pulled up and left to desiccate in the sun or bagged and disposed 
of as trash. For vines growing up trees, chop off the vine at the 
base of the tree and the severed vine will wither and die. If (and 
probably when) the vine re-sprouts from the root, keep cutting 
it back which will eventually deplete its energy stores and kill it. 
Your trees will thank you!
This tip was provided by the Howard County Master Gardeners.
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Can’t Get Fresher Than This
 The Pointers Run Elementary School PTA Health and Well-
ness committee is accepting members to the Clarksville Commu-
nity-Supported Agriculture (CSA). Beginning June 6, members 
can pick up fresh, local produce at Clarksville Middle School each 
Thursday from 4 to 6:30 p.m. for 26 weeks. Pay in full by April 
30 and receive a 10 percent discount. The farm will donate one 
percent of all proceeds to area school PTAs. Membership shares 
come in small (4 items $360), medium (8 items $672) and large 
(12 items $936) and members may purchase eggs, bread, meat 
and specialty items. Visit www.thezahradkafarm.com/ for more 
information or email Libby at Zahradkafarm@yahoo.com 

Explore the Many Faces of 
Columbia’s Downtown 
 There is much more to Downtown Columbia than just shop-
ping and offices. Residents are invited to explore and learn about 
the many faces of Town Center in the three tours being offered at 
Columbia Association’s (CA) 2nd annual WalkAlong.
 The WalkAlong, which is sponsored by CA’s Columbia Ar-
chives, is being held on Saturday, May 4. Each tour will begin at 
10 a.m. at the Archives office in the American City Building at 
10227 Wincopin Circle. The gently-paced walks to distinct areas 
of Town Center are between one and two miles and are expected to 
last about two hours. Each tour will be led by an informed guide 
and will include facts and trivia to pepper the conversation. 
 Tour 1 will look back at architect Frank Gehry’s early career 
and Rouse Company connections before setting off to view Merri-
weather Post Pavilion and the former Rouse Co. headquarters — 
his two major contributions to the Columbia landscape. Get an 
idea of what Columbia means to Gehry and what having Gehry 
buildings means to Columbia.
 Tour 2 will venture to the softer side of Downtown Columbia. 
A walk around Lake Kittamaqundi will unveil Columbia’s sky-
line in a new light with an eye to the future, as well as the past. 
The tour will also highlight Kennedy Gardens, the legacy cherry 
trees being planted there, and plans for a new path to bring people 
the entire way around Lake Kittamaqundi. 
 Tour 3 will highlight Oakland Manor, the well-preserved 19th 
century mansion with a long history that includes Civil War mi-
litias, high society, hippie college kids, elegant weddings and the 
outbuildings which have a history of their own, including thor-
oughbred horses, Columbia artists Wes Yamaka and John Lever-
ing, and the Kittamaqundi Community Church. 
 WalkAlong is a free event, but registration is necessary via 
www.walkalong.eventbrite.com  or by contacting Columbia Ar-
chives at 410-715-6781 or email Columbia.Archives@Columbi-
aAssociation.org.
 Columbia Archives is open to the public Monday through Fri-
day, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Appointments are encouraged. Among 
the materials available are articles about Columbia from the local 
and national media; home builders’ brochures; and Merriweather 
memorabilia; as well as a large document collection that is avail-
able for research. 
 For more information on the Columbia Archives,go to www.
ColumbiaArchives.org or www.Facebook.com/ColumbiaArchives.

Association Proposes FY14 
Operating Budget
 Each year the Village Board is responsible for developing a 
budget for the operation of the River Hill Community Association. 
The Board of Directors will vote on the proposed budget at its reg-
ularly-scheduled meeting on April 22 at 7 p.m. Please submit your 
comments and questions on the proposed budget by contacting 
Susan Smith, Village Manager, at manager@villageofriverhill.org 
or 410-531-1749.
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Watershed Committee’s Tip of the month: 

Don’t wash your car in the 
Chesapeake Bay
  The Chesapeake Bay is no place to wash a car. 
 But if you’re washing your car on the driveway, you might as 
well be washing it in the bay.
 Washing a car on any impermeable surface, such as a drive-
way or parking lot, sends oil and grease, salt, gasoline, heavy met-
als, soap and detergent into the storm drain and on to streams, 
rivers and the bay. Even biodegradable soaps and detergents will 
damage fish gills, poison crabs and oysters and deplete oxygen in 
the water. 
 The most environmentally sound place to wash a vehicle is 
at a commercial car wash, which uses far less water per vehi-
cle, often recycles water and sends the wastewater to a treatment 
plant. 
 If washing at home:
•	 Wash the vehicle on gravel, grass or other permeable surface 

that will naturally filter pollutants in the water runoff. 
•	 Soaps should be fragrance-, chlorine- and phosphate-free and 

nontoxic. The safest soaps are vegetable or citrus-based. 
•	 Use as little water as possible. Don’t leave the water running 

from the hose while you wash the vehicle. Instead use a nozzle 
with a trigger so you can control when water is flowing. Also, 
use a power spray that minimizes water volume while maxi-
mizing pressure. Wash one section of the car at a time and 
rinse quickly.

•	 Empty the dirty water from the bucket into a sink, never onto 
the pavement. 

 At fundraiser car washes, select a spot near grassy swales, 
gravel, stormwater management ponds or similar areas so the 
water can filter through soil or vegetation. Also, automotive shops 
sell absorbent pads that can be placed in the swale or curb to soak 
up chemicals and oils. Again, squeeze sponges into buckets and 
empty dirty water into a sink. 
 Source: Maryland Department of the Environment.
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Spring Classes in  
River Hill:
Booty Beat (Claret Hall) 

M ongoing  6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Call 410-794-6757 or visit www.dmikolasko.zumba.com to reg-
ister.

Easy Method Driving School (Meeting Room)

M/W ongoing 5:50 - 9:05 p.m.
Call 410-461-9090 or 1-877-461-9090 or 
visit www.easymethoddrivingschool.com. 

KidzArt (Claret Hall)    

T ongoing  1 - 2 p.m.
Call 410-489-0323 or visit www.KidzArtMD.com.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)

Th  ongoing  10 - 10:45 a.m.  Ages 0 - 5
Now registering for spring and summer classes. For information 
call 301-758-0304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.
 

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 7:30 - 8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com. 

Zumba® (Claret Hall) 

Tu/Th ongoing  9:30 - 10:30 a.m. and 6 - 7 p.m.
Call 410-794-6757 or visit www.dmikolasko.zumba.com to reg-
ister.

School News
 

PTA Scholarships
 The Class of 2013 will be graduating soon and members are 
eligible for the PTA Council of Howard County’s (CHC) limited 
number of scholarships for graduating seniors. Students seeking 
financial assistance for college are strongly encouraged to apply 
in one or more of the following categories: academic, teacher ed-
ucation, community service, and trade/technical/2-year associ-
ates program. The application is online at www.ptachc.org. The 
deadline for submitting applications is May 1. Questions can be 
emailed to the scholarship chair at scholarship@ptachc.org.

Community Leaders Needed 
for Simulated Congressional 
Hearings
 Volunteer judges are needed for Simulated Congressional 
Hearings held in May and June at elementary schools through-
out the county. Fifth grade students will present oral statements 
to demonstrate their understanding of the U.S. Constitution and 
the Bill of Rights, and judges will listen, ask questions, and pro-
vide feedback. Sign up and find full details at http://sch.hcpss.
org/judges. 
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School News
 

River Hill Sports Physicals
 In partnership with Howard County General Hospital, River 
Hill High School Boosters are offering annual Sports Physicals on 
Thursday, April 18 from 6 to 9 p.m. at the RHHS Gym entrance. 
The cost is $25. County policy requires every athlete to have a 
physical exam dated after April 1, 2013 in order to try out for any 
high school sport for the school year 2013-2014. All athletic par-
ticipation forms along with the physical exam form are due for fall 
sports at RHHS on or before August 7, 2013. 
 Booster Physicals are conducted by area physicians and 
nurses and open to current students and incoming freshmen of 
any county high school. To schedule your time, email Amy Decker 
Mann at adecker@usmd.edu.

KUDOS
 Congratulations to RHHS student Cory Daniel who finished 
off an undefeated wrestling season 42-0 and was crowned the 195 
lb 3A/4A individual tournament champion. The team finished 
2nd to Urbana HS and the other wrestlers who placed were Logan 
Kirby —2nd, Michael Beck—3rd, and Justin Nestor—3rd.
 Congratulations to Pointers Run Elementary School 5th 
grader Andrew Zheng who defeated Bendeguz Offertaler to be-
come the 2013  Maryland Sweet-16 Chess  Champion with a 

score of 3.5. With the title comes  the 4-year, fixed-dollar  MD-
Sweet-16 UMBC Chess Scholarship to the University of Maryland, 
Baltimore County.
 Clarksville Middle School student Karen Feng has received 
an Award of Excellence, 2nd Place, for her Visual Arts Howard 
County PTA Reflections entry. Karen’s artwork was displayed at 
the PTA County reception in March and will go on as one of the 
entries to compete in the Maryland State Reflections Program.
 Clarksville Middle School student Jennifer Zhang was a 
2013 HCPSS STEM Fair Runner-Up. 
 Nick Torre of Clarksville Middle School was the 2012-13 CMS 
Geography Bee winner, and he recently qualified to move on to the 
state competition to represent CMS. 
 Clarksville Middle School students Tim Lin, Rahul Reddy, 
Joseph Lui and Niloy Gupta created a Baltimore City-inspired 
golf hole for a charity event as part of a civil engineering project. 
The golf hole was for a charity event/competition sponsored by the 
ASCE, under the direction of Mr. Herdman. The design defeated 
30 adult engineering companies. 
 Savannah White of Clarksville Middle School opened a ses-
sion at the annual National Association of Secondary School Prin-
cipals conference by singing an Italian Aria for an audience of over 
500 people, kicking off a general session at the conference. 
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 The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and 
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at 
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m. 
and applications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign-
in. Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental 
documentation, application amendments, or additional infor-
mation that the RAC has requested.
 Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior 
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret 
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agen-
das are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agen-
das are published in The Villager when the publication schedule 
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review 
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ 
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not 
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision. 
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

RAC MEETING DATES
Application Deadline Meeting Date

April 5, 2013 April 17, 2013

April 19, 2013 May 1, 2013

May 3, 2013 May 15, 2013

May 24, 2013 June 5, 2013

June 7, 2013 June 19, 2013

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline Fridays by 12 Noon

Architectural News
 

Upcoming RAC Agenda
 The April 17, 2013 Agenda will be posted at Claret Hall and 
available online at www.villageofriverhill.org/covenant-info begin-
ning April 8, 2013.
 

AC Decisions
April 3, 2013

Pending
6136 White Marble Court  Fence
7004 Jeweled Hand Circle Patio, Awning, Walkway, Porch
6517 Evening Company Circle Deck

March 20, 2013

Approved
6309 Silvery Star Path  Generator
6428 River Run   Tree Removal
6408 Reedy Song Knoll  Basketball Equipment
5836 White Pebble Path  Play Set

Approved with Condition(s)
7078 Garden Walk  Driveway

March 6, 2013
Approved
6636 Towering Oak Path  Tree Removal
6415 Few Star Court  Tree Removal 

Approved with Condition(s)
6578 River Run   Tree Removal
12140 Flowing Water Trail Porch: Screened

Pending
5812 Laurel Leaves Lane  Addition  

February 20, 2013

Approved
6623 Barley Corn Row  Fence: Paddock
6306 Golden Star Place  Fence

Approved with Condition(s)
6212 Lilac Bush Lane  Tree Removals

Open Space for All
 The developer of Columbia, The Howard Research and Devel-
opment Corporation (HRD), deeded certain land to the Board of 
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Architectural News
 

Education for schools and to the Columbia Association for a vari-
ety of uses.
 Certain portions of the land, deeded to the Columbia Associ-
ation, were designated as Open Space. Columbia has 5300 acres 
of permanent open space, including, 170 tot lots, 268 pedestrian 
bridges, the 40-acre Symphony Woods, 40 ponds and lakes and 
natural open space areas, interlaced with more than 93.5 miles 
of pathways for walking, biking and jogging. Open Space includes 
tennis courts, swimming pools, playing fields, community build-
ings, lakes, parks, pathways, wooded areas, and other purposes 
permitted under the zoning laws relating to Open Space Uses.
 Fundamental to Columbia’s plan is the concept of public open 
space. The preservation of open space, natural features, and a 
feeling of openness all contribute significantly to Columbia’s de-
parture from typical subdivisions.
 Open Space is for all to enjoy. The Columbia association does 
not allow unauthorized use or annexing of Open Space for gar-
dens, play equipment, pets, and tree removal or planting, motor-
ized vehicles, structures, etc. All purposed changes and or request 
for temporary use of Open Space, must be approved through the 
Columbia Association Open Space Division before being consid-
ered by the Residential Architectural Committee (RAC), Architec-
tural Committee (AC), and the River Hill Village Board. Changes 
that prevent all residents and visitors from enjoying the Open 
Space area are unlikely to be considered.
  Do your part to keep Columbia’s Open Space a safe and 
beautiful environment for all.

The 2013

Columbia
Home Tour

Sunday, June 2 2013 
11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Proceeds to benefit Rebuilding Together 
in Howard County, a charity that 
performs home repairs and modifications 
to improve safety and accessibility for 
homeowners.

Embark on a self-guided tour 
of distinct homes nestled 
in the beautiful Columbia 
Villages!
Tickets will be available at Claret Hall 
beginning April 15. 

For More Information:
410-730-3987

www.columbiahometour.org
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Check out the River Hill 
Community Association’s 

Facebook page. “Like Us” to 
get valuable information and 
stay informed about activities 

happening in Columbia.

We’re also on Twitter! 
@ClaretHallMD

Time for Bold Actions Follow-up
 A River Hill resident recently raised concern about the accu-
racy and level of opinion included in the January 2013 Council 
Corner, Time for Bold Actions. The accuracy concerns had to do 
with the cooling off period required for the purchase of firearms at 
gun shows in Maryland and the impact of the Australian gun ban.  
We encourage residents to become more informed about Mary-
land’s current gun laws. Some websites you may find helpful in-
clude, but are not limited to:
www.mdgunsafety.com/mspfaq.htm
www.mdsp.org/Organization/SupportServicesBureau/Licensing-
Division.aspx
www.nraila.org/gun-laws/state-laws/maryland.aspx
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gun_laws_in_Maryland

 The Village Board has established guidelines to be used by 
the Village Manager when evaluating columns for inclusion. In ad-
dition, measures are being taken to enable residents to comment 
online regarding future Council Corner columns. As always, River 
Hill residents are encouraged to make the Village Board aware of 
issues of importance and concern. This may be done by partici-
pating in the Resident Speak Out portion of every Board meet-
ing, sending your written concerns to the Board, or contacting the 
Board Members directly.



April 2013 • The River Hill Villager • 19

AROUND TOWN
Relay for Life Yard Sale

The 8th Annual American Cancer Society Relay For Life of Howard 
County Yard Sale fundraiser is on April 13 at the East Columbia 
Library parking lot, 6600 Cradlerock Way, Columbia. Set up be-
gins at 7 a.m. and the cost to rent a space is $10. Please provide 
your own table. Relay for Life asks for a donation of at least 50% 
of yard sale proceeds as part of the fundraiser. Rental fees will 
be collected at the time of set up. For more information, contact 
Debra Wilkenloh at HCRelay@hotmail.com to reserve a space or 
ask a question, or go to www.HowardRFL.com for more informa-
tion about Relay for Life.

Children’s Discovery Fair
On Saturday, April 13, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the East Co-
lumbia Library, 6600 Cradlerock Way, Howard County Early 
Childhood and Child Care Coalition, Howard County Library, 
and Howard County Office of Children’s Services are sponsoring 
a Children’s Discovery Fair for 3 to 5 year olds and their fami-
lies. The event features free hands-on activities including games, 
songs, crafts and stories focusing on the importance of health and 
physical activity. Attendees are encouraged to bring a non-perish-
able donation for the Howard County Food Bank. Call the Howard 
County Office of Children’s Services at 410-313-1940 or Howard 
County Library at 410-313-7750 or email children@howardcoun-
tymd.gov for information.

Weddings & Events Showcase
Historic Oakland, 5430 Vantage Point Road, Columbia is host-
ing a Weddings & Events Showcase on Sunday, April 14 from 
2 to 5 p.m. featuring over 50 local event professionals, food 
samples from local caterers and bakers, and a tour of Histor-
ic Oakland. This event is free, but registration is requested at  
www.HistoricOaklandShowcase.eventbrite.com. Call 410-730-
4801 for more information.

Spotlight!  Womenfest
On April 17 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. the Glenwood 50+ Center, 2400 
Route 97, Cooksville, is hosting a day geared for women of all ages. 
Enjoy free health screenings and seminars like “Trash to Trea-
sures.” Andrea Lustig, Beauty Editor of Glamour magazine, will 
present her book, “How to Look Expensive.” Andrea’s books will be 
available for purchase and signing courtesy of the Ivy Bookshop. 
There will be over 90 vendors with amazing products for sale, box 
lunches for sale by Town Grille in Lisbon, a DJ, and more! Bring 
your mom, your daughter and your grandkids. 

Yard Sale and Carnival
Linden-Linthicum United Methodist Church is hosting a Commu-
nity Yard Sale and Carnival on April 20 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
the church, 12101 Linden Linthicum Lane.  Yard Sale spaces are 
available to the public for $10 per parking lot space. Please call 
410-531-5653 or email beth@l-lumc.org to reserve a space. In ad-
dition to the yard sale, the event will feature carnival games for 
kids, food vendors, cake walk, face painting, book sale, and other 
children’s activities. All funds raised will be used to support the 
youth’s summer mission trips.  

BINGO and Silent Auction
On Thursday, April 18 Long & Foster Columbia hosts their annual 
BINGO and Silent Auction at the Hawthorn Center, 6175 Sunny 
Spring, Columbia beginning at 6 p.m. when the doors open (the 
first number called will be at 6:45 p.m.). Admission is $15 in ad-
vance; $20 at the door. Refreshments will be available for pur-
chase. Proceeds will benefit the charity One Month’s Rent and 
non-perishable food items will be collected. For tickets call Long & 
Foster Columbia at 410-730-3456.

Cultural Catalyst - Speaker Series Event
Want to know more about communities that are leveraging in-
vestments in arts and culture to enhance their quality of life and 
economic vitality? Then come hear expert Randy Cohen, Vice Pres-
ident at Americans for the Arts, speak at the next Columbia As-
sociation’s Community Building Speaker Series event “Cultural 
Catalyst: Arts, Place-making & Economic Prosperity” at Howard 
Community College’s Horowitz Center, 10901 Little Patuxent 
Pkwy., Columbia, on April 30, from 7 to 9 p.m. Refreshments 
will be served from 7 to 7:30 p.m. A sought after speaker, Cohen 
has given speeches in 49 states, and regularly appears in the news 
media. Registration is appreciated, at www.speakerseries-arts.
eventbrite.com.
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Bagel Bin & Deli 
410-531-0335

Columbia Bank 
410-531-7000

Everett Jewelers 
410-531-7990

Giant Food 
410-531-7831

Hair Cuttery 
410-531-8052

Ledo Pizza 
443-535-0599

M&T Bank 
410-531-7083

Massage Envy 
410-531-0711

McDonald’s 
410-531-7950

Panda Kitchen 
410-531-7866

Red Mango 
443-546-4798

 River Hill Cleaners 
410-531-7742

River Hill Optical 
410-531-7920

River Hill Sports Grille 
410-531-7900

Subway 
410-531-7982

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com

Sunoco 
410-531-7510

Tower Federal Credit Union 
301-497-7000

The UPS Store 
410-531-9861

Vintage Cellars 
410-531-7860

AROUND TOWN
Blood Drive

On Saturday, April 20 from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Owen 
Brown Interfaith Center, 7246 Cradlerock Way you can donate 
blood and enjoy refreshments and music while providing a life-
saving donation. It only takes an hour! Make your appointment 
today by visiting www.inovabloodsaves.org, click on Donate Blood, 
and use the Sponsor Code 7048 or contact Karen MacFarland at 
410-530-5278 or karenmacf@gmail.com.

Pointers “Run” 
On Saturday April 20 the Pointers Run Elementary School (PRES)
hosts the Fourth Annual Pointers “Run” fun run/walk. The ap-
proximately 3.1 mile run and 1.5 mile run will begin and end at 
Pointers Run Elementary and will travel throughout the commu-
nity. The purpose of this event is to promote healthfulness and 
wellness within our school community and to raise money for our 
PRES Student Activities Fund. Registration forms are available at  
http://pres.hcpss.org. Contact Mr. Jayne or Mr. Wallenhorst with 
any questions. 

Vino Scholastico
Join Howard Community College (HCC) for an elegant evening of 
fine wines, live entertainment, gourmet hors d’oeuvres and de-
lectable desserts, with proceeds benefiting student scholarships. 
There will be two spectacular events for one great cause. The Pre-

Event and Tasting is from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and the main event 
is A Tasting of Distinctive Wines from 7:30 to 10 p.m. on April 
26. Vino Scholastico is presented by the HCC Educational Foun-
dation and Decanter Fine Wines. To purchase tickets, visit www.
howardcc.edu/donors/specialevents/vino_scholastico/vino.html.

Israel’s 65th Birthday Celebration
The Jewish Federation of Howard County will host a family pic-
nic in honor of Israel’s 65th birthday on April 28 from 4 to 6 p.m. 
The picnic will include a moon bounce, arts and crafts, story time, 
balloons, birthday cake, and more. Please bring your own picnic 
dinner. Rain or shine. Cedar Lane Park East, 10745 Route 108, 
Columbia. Free and open to the public. Pets are welcome. For 
more information contact Michelle Goldberg at 
mgoldberg@jewishhowardcounty.org.

Jewish Film Series
Columbia Jewish Congregation is wrapping up their 21st annual 
Jewish Film Series on April 20 with Nicky’s Family, a 2001 film 
from the Czech Republic. It’s in English and is the tale of Nicholas 
Winton, who personally saved the lives of 669 children from Nazi 
occupied Czechoslovakia. This is the last film in the series and 
takes place at 8 p.m. at The Meeting House in Oakland Mills, 5885 
Robert Oliver Place, Columbia. Tickets are $9. For more informa-
tion, call Tom Laufer at 410-997-0694.
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AROUND TOWN
GreenFest 2013

Howard Community College is hosting a Document Shredding 
event on April 13 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in parking lot A. Good-
will, electronics collection, Bikes for the World (used bicycles), and 
Habitat for Humanity will also be there as well as a native plant 
sale, workshops, Farmer’s Market, and more. Visit www.hcgreen-
fest.org for more information.

New Networking Opportunity
A new group for women, Ms. Biz Mornings, just launched and 
meets on the first Tuesday of each month at a different location in 
Columbia. The meetings are free and the next one is on May 7 at 
Race Pace Bicycles in Columbia from 8:30 to 10 a.m. Search Ms. 
Biz Mornings on Facebook for the full schedule of meeting places.

CPR Across Howard County
On April 20 from 9 a.m. to noon at the HCGH Wellness Center, 
10710 Charter Drive, Medical Pavilion at Howard County, Suite 
100, Columbia free CPR classes are offered for the adult and child 
victim. This is a free course for the community and is not a certifi-
cation course. A drawing for American Heart Association Anytime 
CPR kits will be held, courtesy of Howard Bank. Register at www.
hcgh.org or call 410-740-7601. 

Columbia Home Tour Seeks Volunteers
The Columbia Home Tour committee is seeking volunteers to act 
as docents for the tour homes on Sunday, June 2. Two shifts are 
available between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. and each do-
cent receives a FREE Columbia Home Tour ticket! If you are inter-
ested, please contact Susie Jordan at 410-730-3888 or hcevents@
columbiavillages.org. Proceeds from Columbia Home Tour benefit 
Rebuilding Together Howard County.
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COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS
Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting – Our 

Passion is Your Pets
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, mid-
day, overnight) New Client Discount. Jobs available: pet lovers, 
please apply. Contact: www.PetSittinginMd.com; 443-745-8309;  
jneckritz@comcast.net. 

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture, Art, Silver, 
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+yr expe-
rience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic Sav-
age Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Tutor
I am a wonderful tutor available in the River Hill area. I have a 
B.S. and have completed my graduate work in molecular biology. 
I tutor in the sciences, math, and test prep. $35/hr. K-12 and col-
lege. Please e-mail sangee353@gmail.com.

Dog Groomer
Seeking full time experienced dog groomer for busy boarding/
grooming facility in Glenelg, MD. Qualified candidates please call 
410-489-7889.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration!
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support includ-
ing Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more. 
Contact Beverly Johnston, 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com 
or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Summer Camp in Clarksville by  
Peiying Chinese School

Day camp (8:30-6:00) from 6/17 to 8/23. Learn Chinese and cul-
ture with fun: Art, Papercut, Calligraphy, Cook, Chess, Drama, 
Martial art, Ping-Pong, swim, and Field Trip. Multiple camp ex-
periences. Qualified teachers. Contact: 443-535-0960 or email 
 peiyingchineseschool@gmail.com.

Air Conditioning & Heating Made Easy
Need your Furnace or Heat Pump or Air Conditioner replaced? 
Need a Humidifier or Air Cleaner? Call Donnie at 301-854-9994. 
Licensed and Insured. River Hill resident. MD State HVACR 
Lic#01-7754. 

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant 
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand run-
ning, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and spe-
cial event support. Contact Beverly Johnston at 410-428-6771, 
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Clarksville Rotary
Clarksville Rotary meets every Tuesday morning from 7:45 to 9 
a.m. at Claret Hall in River Hill. Everyone is welcome to stop by 
and see how the Clarksville Rotary supports your community. 
Contact John Moseman if you have any questions at 410-935-
7185.

Save This Ad—Handyman
Tree/shrub, leaf removal, gutter, landscape, roof, siding/trim, 
vent, masonry/brick, fence, carpentry, drywall, patios/steps/
walls, drainage, sky light cleaning, painting, deck, chimney, 
chalking, flood light bulbs, shelving, senior/business retrofit, 
child/pet/pest barrier. Mike 410-290-9728.

Tomato Plant Annual Yard Sale 
My annual Tomato, Herb & Vegetable Plant yard sale will be held 
on Sunday, May 5 from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. All plants are $1. Check 
out my blog www.therustedgarden.blogstpot.com for plant details. 
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