UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS:
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Now Accepting Nomination Petitions for
Village Board and Columbia Council Rep

V

illage of River Hill residents will vote
on April 29 to elect 3 Directors and
the community’s Columbia Council Representative. The nomination period
is now open and the Association is seeking candidates. These positions have twoyear terms of office: May 1, 2017 – April
30, 2019. All nomination petitions must
be submitted c/o Election Committee by

Thanks!

To our advertisers for supporting us!
Collen Brothers Services
Columbia Family Eye Care
Columbia Tree & Lawn
Frank J. Giarrantano, CPA
GNC
Kevin Gordon / State Farm
Handyman from Heaven
Hilltop Child Care Center
JFK Lawn & Landscape
Paul J. Kelley Jr. Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Kimco Realty
Kumon North America
Catherine McLoughlin-Hayes, Long & Foster
Shun Lu Re/Max 100
Molly Maid
Mr. Handyman
Northrop Team Real Estate
PCF Management
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
Eileen Robbins / Long & Foster
Time Saver Advantage
Vanguard Orthodontics
Worldwide Concrete
Westerlund / LeReve Real Estate
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.
Harry Witzke Funeral Home

March 21 at 9 p.m. For convenience, a
Nomination Petition is printed on page 16
and is also available online at www.villageofriverhill.org. These positions provide
the perfect opportunity for residents to become more involved and make an impact.
The nomination petition must be signed
by at least ten (10) River Hill residents age
eighteen and older. Following submittal,
all petitions will be validated by the Election Committee. Due to publication dates,
candidate statements (a maximum of 150
words) and a high-resolution, digital photo
must be submitted with the nomination
petition. Candidate statements will appear in the April issue of The Villager and
the Columbia Flier election supplement.
Candidate packets explaining the election
process and providing background information are available at Claret Hall and on
the Association’s website.

Random Acts of Kindness Week was
celebrated at Claret Hall last month. Visitors
enjoyed talking with the Association’s staff
members about their roles, as well as the
opportunity to see the building, which is
available for party rentals. The tasty treats
were an added bonus!

Association Considers Amending By-Laws
The River Hill Community Association
(RHCA) annually holds a meeting of members in April to elect Directors and conduct
other business that is within its powers.
This year, Village Elections will be held
on Saturday, April 29, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. at
Claret Hall. In addition to electing Directors and a Council Representative, the Association will consider amendments to the
RHCA by-laws to:
• enable electronical voting; and
• remove the restriction that prevents
members from voting in person when
another member from the residence is
voting by absentee ballot.
The proposed changes are:
1. Add to Section 1.07A. Votes to be Cast
in Person: A member unable to attend
a meeting at which Directors of the Association are to be elected or at which a

Representative to the Columbia Council is to be elected, may also vote online
using procedures established by the
Board of Directors and/or the Election
Committee.
2. Add to Section 8.07. Absentee Ballots:
A member may also cast one absentee
ballot following the online procedures
established by the Board of Directors
and/or Election Committee.
3. Delete from Section 8:07. Absentee Ballots: The absentee ballot will contain
a detachable statement signed by the
member certifying that he will be unable to cast his ballot at the designated
polling place and that no other member
of his residence will cast a ballot at the
polling place.
For more information, visit our website
or contact the Village Manager at 410-5311749 or manager@villageofriverhill.org.
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday
9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m.–Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.
Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org
Covenant Advisor:
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org
Facility Coordinator:
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org
Communications & Events Coordinator:
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Administrative Assistant:
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

RIVER HILL BOARD
Robert Choi ...................................................................croblee@yahoo.com
Michael Cornell, Chair............................................................. 301-742-2761
Harjeet Singh Jandu............................................... janduharjeet@icloud.com
Mavourene Robinson........................................ succexecutives@gmail.com
Richard Thomas, Vice Chair ................................richthomas.rh@verizon.net
Jason Zagnit .................................................................... jzagnit@gmail.com
Liyan Zhang ............................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Jennifer Zhang (Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Chao Wu, superbwu@gmail.com

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com
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Board Highlights . . .
February 6, 2017
• Work Session held with representatives from the State Highway Administration.
• Heard from members of the community who shared their views
about the River Hill Square project and the associated impact
on traffic and safety along MD 108.
• The Board agreed to submit written comments to the County’s
Design Advisory Panel on the River Hill Square project.
• The Board discussed modifications to the Association’s bylaws to enable online voting and amend the absentee voting
requirements.
• The Board agreed to submit written input regarding the County’s FY18 transportation priorities.
• Minutes Approved: January 9, 2017.

Board Meeting Schedule
All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River
Hill Village Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall
on the Friday prior to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident Speak-Out during each
board meeting. If you have written material you
would like the Board to review, please drop it by the
village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All
approved minutes are available for review at the village office. For additional information, please contact
the village office. (Contact info at left.)

NEXT BOARD MEETINGS:
March 6, March 21 (tentative), and April 3 at 7 p.m.
Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the
Board Meeting Agendas & Minutes.

Council Corner: How to Engage with
Development Around our Community
On February 1, I was invited by Mr. Craig George to attend a
cub scout meeting to share with five scouts my experiences on
the Columbia Association Board, River Hill Board and other volunteer positions. We discussed how our community is changing,
and I shared with them the need for residents to engage in the development process to affect change. The cub scouts were very interested in making our community greener, pedestrian-friendly,
and safer.
On February 6, the River Hill Community Association’s Board
of Directors met with State Highway Administration staff to have
a conversation about the process for making improvements along
MD 32 and MD 108 to benefit the community and how residents
can weigh in during the development process. We had more than
30 members of the community in attendance that night.
Last year, the Board of Directors invited staff from Howard
County Department of Planning and Zoning (DPZ) and they provided an overview of the development approval process. There are
numerous opportunities for the community to have input on development projects. I have outlined below the subdivision and
land development review process they shared. We should all realize that most comments and community inputs are taken before
Step 5.

Subdivision and Land Development Review Process
in Howard County
Step 1: Pre-submission community meeting. Property owner
must hold meeting prior to submission of plans to DPZ for sketch
(S), preliminary equivalent sketch (SP), minor final plan and site
development plans (SDP).
Step 1A: Design Advisory Panel (DAP). DAP meeting required for Rt. 1 and Rt. 40 projects, Downtown Columbia, New
Town Village Centers, MD 108 in Clarksville, sketch, preliminary
equivalent sketch, and site development plans. Members of the
community may submit written input.
Step 2: Submission to DPZ: S, P, SPF, SDP, Environmental
Concept Plan (ECP).
Step 3: Review of plans by Subdivision Review Committee
(SRC) and assessment of Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance
(APFO). SRC meeting or review will be held 3 to 4 weeks after initial application date. If required for revision, 45 days resubmittal
deadline, return to Step 2. Members of the community may provide input to the SRC via letter, email, or phone.
Step 4: DPZ determines whether plan is technically complete.
May require revised plan submission to specific SRC agencies.
Step 4A. Planning Board. A hearing or meeting is required for
projects in some zoning districts, including the New Town zone
(Columbia development and re-development projects). Members of
the community may provide input via letter, email, or in person.
Step 5: Option A (if applicable): Originals are submitted for
ECP, S, SP or P for signature, then review process complete for
ECP, S, P, and SP stages, proceed to SDP and F stages. Then the
process is complete.
Step 5: Option B (if applicable); Final plan or SDP plan.
Step 6: Original final construction drawings submitted to DPZ
for signature. Roads, storm water management, water and sewer,
landscape, forest conservation (60 day deadline).
Step 7: Payment of surety by land owner. Executes developer’s
agreement and payment of fees (120 day deadline for final plan,
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180 days for SDP).
Step 8: Submission of original final plan or SDP for signature
(180 day deadline demo technically complete letter).
Step 9: Plat signed and recorded at land records office (DPZ
assigns permanent APF housing unit allocations). Then the review
process is complete for SDP and F stages.
As we can see, the community should get involved as early
as possible if we have any concerns about development projects
around our neighborhood.
Here is a list of topics, shared by Richard Klein of Community
& Environmental Defense Services, that we should be concerned
about when development is being planned: Clean Water, Traffic
Congestion & Safety, School Overcrowding & Safe Streets, Tree &
Forest Preservation, Flooding, Buffering & Views, Property Value,
Air Quality & Health, Fire & Emergency Medical Services, Park &
Recreation Areas, Water Supply, and Historic-Archeological Resources.
Thanks for reading this.
Chao Wu, Ph.D.
River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
Email: chaowu2016@gmail.com
Tel: 240-481-9637
website: www.chaowu.org
Disclaimer: This column only represents Dr. Chao Wu’s personal
opinion. It does not represent River Hill Board of Directors nor Columbia Association’s Board.

Frank J. Giarratano, CPA
4237 Red Bandana Way
Ellicott City, MD 21042
Office: 443 283 2083
FAX: 443 283 1407
Web Site: FJGCPA.com
Email: Frank.Giarratano@FJGCPA.com

Tax, Accounting and Payroll Services
		 Individual Tax
Small Business Tax
		 Payroll Tax Returns
		 Complete Payroll Services
		 New Business Set-up
		 Tax Collection Issues

Bookkeeping Services
Obamacare Tax Issues
Nanny Tax
Electronic Filing of Tax Returns
Electronic Payment of Taxes
Tax Audit Representation

Credit Cards Accepted
Former Internal Revenue Service Agent
Certified Public Accountant in Maryland and New York
Member: American Institute of Certified Public Accountants
Member: Maryland Association of Certified Public Accountants

Columbia’s 50th Birthday
to be Celebrated
The city of Columbia is gearing up for the big celebration marking Columbia’s 50th Birthday. The kick-off event for the 27-week
celebration will be held on Sunday, March 19 at 11 a.m. in the
outdoor courtyard at the Mall in Columbia (between Maggiano’s
and Seasons 52).
This colorful tribute to the “New City” that began with such
brilliant expectations in 1967 will be a special day for families,
neighbors, friends and visitors – continuing inside The Mall with
music, dance, artists, exhibits and performances throughout the
afternoon until 4 p.m.
For more information, please visit columbia50.com where a
full event calendar for the 27-week celebration is available.

5 Tips to Make Your Tax Time
Less Taxing
It’s that time of year again! While you can’t avoid paying your
taxes, you can take steps to avoid being taken by con artists who
falsely offer tax preparation assistance, pretend to be IRS employees or steal your identity to claim a refund in your name.
The Howard County Office of Consumer Protection offers the
following tips to protect yourself:
• File Early- Identity thieves try to steal money from the IRS by
filing returns using stolen social security numbers. This also
results in a lot of hassle and delayed refunds for tax payers.

Join us for the 8th Annual

St. Paddy’s Day Bash

Sharin’ of the Green
A Gathering of Friends, Food, Fun & Drinks
benefitting Gilchrist Hospice Care’s first
inpatient facility in Howard County!

Friday, March 17, 7-11 p.m.
Ten Oaks Ballroom, Clarksville
Dress: Jeans & Green
An event of the Paul J. Kelley Jr.
Charitable Foundation, Inc.
More info and Tickets:
www.PaulKelleyFoundation.org
info@PaulKelleyFoundation.org | 410-531-1108
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By filing early, you can reduce the odds of becoming a victim.
• Check Out Your Preparer - All tax preparers, whether working individually or as part of a national tax preparation chain,
must be licensed by the Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing, and Regulation. Make sure your preparer is properly licensed by going to DLLR’s web site: http://www.dllr.state.
md.us/pq/. In addition, ask about fees. Some tax preparers
do not fully disclose all their fees up front. To avoid surprises,
ask for a list of all charges and potential fees before your taxes
are prepared.
• Avoid Refund Anticipation Loans - Many tax preparers offer to
provide your refund immediately in the form of a refund anticipation “loan” (aka Refund Anticipation Check). If you take
this option, however, fees and interest on that loan will be deducted from your refund. Instead, choose to get your refund
directly deposited into your bank account. The deposit is usually made in just a few days, and you will get the full amount
of your refund.
• Stay Alert for IRS Imposters - The IRS does not call taxpayers
who owe back taxes. Hang up on callers who claim that you will
be jailed or deported if you don’t immediately pay money using
credit cards, prepaid debit cards, gift cards, back account debits or wire transfers.
• Get Help - If you made less than $53,000 in 2016 and need assistance with tax preparation and filing, you can obtain free tax
preparation services through:
Making Change – this Howard County non-profit organization
offers free tax prep and filing through its Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance (VITA) Program. Visit www.makingchangecenter.org or
call 410-880-5917 for details.

Kevin W. Gordon
Agent

5570 Sterret Place Suite 202
Columbia, MD 21044-2649
Bus 443-542-5230
Fax 442-979-7707
www.agentkg.com
kevin@agentkg.com

The best compliment you can give is a referral.

AARP Tax-Aide Program offers its services at a number of 50+
Centers and other locations around the County. Visit www.aarp.
org/taxaide for more information.
For more information about this and other consumer topics,
visit www.howardcountymd.gov/consumer.

Clarksville Commons Wins
Wintergreen Award for
Excellence in Green Building
Clarksville Commons has captured the Wintergreen Award For
Excellence for “Small Commercial Redevelopment” from the United States Green Business Council (USGBC) Maryland. The presentation was made at the 12th Annual Awards Celebration on
January 26, 2017 at the Exelon Baltimore Headquarters.
The awards celebrate, promote and recognize excellence in
high performance, healthy design and building; environmental
stewardship and community impact; and serve to highlight the
green building initiatives and achievements of the USGBC Maryland community projects, businesses, local members and other
individuals.
Clarksville Commons features environmentally sustainable architectural design, including photovoltaic panels, a living green
roof, cisterns to capture rainwater, and storm water runoff mitigation through rain gardens and porous surfaces.
Clarksville Commons is a 40,000 sq. ft. sustainable, mixeduse commercial center, creating a sense of place on Route 108 in
the center of Clarksville. The developers are GreenStone Ventures
II, LLC, whose principals, Holly and George Stone, have lived and
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raised their family in Clarksville for over 25 years.
Clarksville Commons construction is near completion and tenants have begun their build-outs with openings scheduled for later
this spring. The center will feature Food Plenty, a restaurant offering made from scratch comfort food, according to Victoria Restaurant Group Proprietor, Randy Marriner. Clarksville Commons
will also feature You Pizza, Kupcakes & Company, Creig Northrop
Real Estate, and Vanguard Orthodontics. The Stones are seeking
additional tenants who will adhere to the sustainable principles of
Clarksville Commons and by so doing will add to a sense of place
for the community.
The Stones are “thrilled” that Clarksville Commons has been
recognized for being a leader in sustainability and look forward to
the community enjoying all it will offer as a gathering place for everyone. For more information, visit www.clarksvillecommons.com.

Columbia Association Offers
Weed Warrior Training
Most natural communities support a great variety of native
plants and animals. Such biodiversity is threatened when a few
plant species take over and dominate the herbaceous, shrub, and
canopy layers of a forest. Learn how to identify and remove the
exotic invaders threatening our native landscapes by becoming a
weed warrior and leading the charge to restore the local bio-habitats.
The training will be held at Howard Community College on
April 30 (classroom portion) and May 7 (field portion) from 1-4
p.m. and led by John McCoy (CA) and Bob Marietta (HCC). To become a certified leader, individuals must complete both sessions.
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Certified leaders will supervise and “lead” groups of volunteers
onto the open space to perform invasive weed removal.
Register for the program via The Volunteer Center website at
www.volunteerhoward.org. For more information, contact the
Open Space Office at 410-312-6330.

Help Deter Bicycle Theft
Howard County residents can now register their bicycles with
the Howard County Police Department. The free, online registration is designed to help deter bicycle thefts, as well as ensure
prompt return of a bicycle if it is recovered by HCPD. Visit www.
HCPD.org to register today. For more information, contact the
Community Outreach Division at 410-313-2207.

Tax Credits Expanded for
Older Population and Retired
Military
Howard County Executive Allan H. Kittleman announced applications are now being accepted for the County’s newly expanded Senior Tax Credit and new Aging-in-Place Tax Credit. In
addition, the County’s Department of Finance will begin accepting applications starting this May for the expanded Livable Homes
Tax Credit.
“These tax credits will provide important assistance for our senior population and retired military personnel to age in place and
continue to call Howard County home,” said Kittleman. “I thank

Sell Your Home Fast And For Top Dollar With The Shun Lu Team
N
COMING SOO

RIVER HILL
6122 Trotter Ridge Court,
Columbia
Backs to Environmental
Preservation Area
5 bedrooms, 3.5 baths
Beautifully updated Colonial
About 4000 sq ft living area.

YS
SOLD IN 5 DA

ACT
UNDER CONTR

SOLD

IN 5 DAYS
CLARKS GLEN NORTH $710,000
IN 3 WEEKS
RIVER HILL $700,000
$25,000 Higher Than Full Price CATTAIL OVERLOOK $ 1,099,000
12117 Flowing Water Tr., Clarksville 6116 Syracuse Ct., Clarksville
14820 Meriwether Dr., Glenelg

SOLD
FOX CREEK $905,000
12329 Fox Meadow Ln,
W. Friendship

SOLD
SOLD IN 3 DAYS, $21K
WALNUT CREEK $1.205M
HIGHER THAN FULL PRICE
$6000 Higher Than Full Price
6805 Creekside Rd.,
5007 Crape Myrtle Ct, Ellicott City
Clarksville

SOLD IN 4 DAYS
$545,000
The highest sold price
of River Hill Condo
Townhomes in recent years
6013 Helmsman Way,
Clarksville

Shun Lu, Ph.D, Re/Max 100
Top 1% of Realtors Nationwide
A Resident of Clarksville

410-440-7738 (C)
410-730-6100 (O)

Email: ShunLu@ReMax.net | Web: ShunLuTeam.com
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SOLD

RIVER HILL $ 479,900
6039 Blue Point Ct., Clarksville

SOLD IN 5 DAYS
RIVER HILL $641,000
$6000 Higher Than Full Price
6512 Hazel Thicket Ct

the County Council for approving our legislation and supporting
these residents.”
The recent expansion of the Senior Tax Credit lowered the eligibility age to 65. Previously, it had been 70. The lower age expands the potential number of county property owners who could
qualify for a 25 percent credit from 26,000 to more than 40,000.
In addition to being at least 65 years old, to qualify for the
Senior Tax Credit residents must also use the property as their
principal residence and not have gross household income over
$81,200 for 2017. The combined net worth of the household must
also not exceed $500,000, which includes all real property, cash,
savings and investments, but does not include the dwelling on
which the credit is sought, cash value of life insurance and any
tangible personal property. Applications for the Senior Tax Credit
are due by September 1, 2017. Applications for the Aging in Place
Tax Credit are due by April 1, 2017. Both can be found online at
taxcredits.howardcountymd.gov.
Enacted in 2012, the Livable Homes Tax Credit helps seniors
and individuals with disabilities make the necessary improvements that will allow them to stay in their homes by providing a
tax credit for the cost of installation of accessibility features in existing owner-occupied residences. The recent amendment to the
Livable Homes Tax Credit increased the credit amount from 50 to
100 percent of eligibility costs up to $2,500 per year. The amendment also expanded the types of projects that qualify a homeowner for the credit, such as accessible pathways between parking
and residences, adding railings to hallways, installing slip-resistant flooring and improving stair design. Age and income are not
factors in determining eligibility for this tax credit.
The newly created Aging-in-Place Tax Credit is geared toward
helping older residents living on fixed incomes stay in Howard
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County as they age. To be eligible, a County property owner must
be either: at least 65 years old and have lived in the same dwelling for the last 40 years; OR, be at least 65 years old and a retired
member of our Armed Forces. This tax credit is equal to 20 percent of the eligible County tax on the lesser of either the assessed
value of the property or $500,000 reduced by the Homestead Tax
Credit assessment. This credit may be granted for up to five years
as long as the property owners remain qualified.
Improving services and initiatives for the county’s senior population has been a priority for Kittleman since he took office more
than two years ago. He elevated the county’s Office on Aging and
Independence administrator to a cabinet-level position and renamed senior centers to 50+ Centers to accommodate growing
services for all seniors, including aging Baby Boomers
Kittleman has also been a strong advocate for our retired military personnel, creating an Office of Veterans and Military Families within the Department of Community Resources and Services.
For more information on these tax credits, visit the Department of Finance’s website at taxcredits.howardcountymd.gov or
contact the Department’s Tax Credit line at 410-313-4076. Applications for the Livable Homes tax credit will be available from this
website starting in May.

Election Day Volunteers Needed
Volunteers are needed to serve on the Association’s Election
Committee and help on Election Day. Contact the Village Manager at
410-531-1749 or manager@villageofriverhill.org if interested.
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Caring Corner

Students Conduct Fundraiser for
Humanitarian Cause
Recently, a group of parents, representing diverse ethnic and social backgrounds from various areas of Columbia, organized a fundraiser in front of
the Giant Food in Clarksville to collect funds for the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), whose mission is to defend and preserve the individual
rights and liberties guaranteed by the Constitution and laws of the United
States. This activity offered each family an excellent chance to teach children
about tolerance, inclusion and freedom of speech in our country. Peter and
Andrea Lee, 2nd and 4th grade students at Clarksville Elementary, made
heart-shaped pocket crafts with the theme of “Love” to encourage people to
reflect on love and to spread their most caring thoughts. It was a heartwarming event, as many of the people passing by stopped to ask questions and
carry on short discussions with the children. There were many encouraging
comments, like “Keep up the good work!” and “Good! Learn about democracy
early on.” One gentleman asked why diversity is important to us and Andrea
answered, “to learn from everyone.” The young fundraisers shared their wish
that everyone in the world would be as fortunate as they are to enjoy freedom of speech, educational opportunities and the peaceful community they
cherish. Peter, Andrea and their friends raised $1100 and want to express
their deep gratitude towards the generosity of the Clarksville community who
helped them. They also want to send out a special Thank You to the Store
Manager at Giant, Ms. Mary, for facilitating the fundraiser.

Clarksville Elementary students, Peter and Andrea Lee,
teamed up with some friends to raise funds for the
ACLU while spreading the theme of Love.

Orthodontics for Adolescents, Children, and Adults
Offering the latest in orthodontic
technology including Invisalign,
Invisalign Teen, and esthetic
(clear) braces.
Free initial consultation,
evening hours available.

Offices in River Hill,
Maple Lawn, and Columbia

410-381-1077
www.VanguardSmiles.com

Drs. Byron & David Bonebreak, Board Certified Orthodontists
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Architectural News
RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION & DEADLINE
Submit Application By

For Meeting On

February 24, 2017

March 15, 2017

March 10, 2017

April 5, 2017

March 24, 2017

April 19, 2017

April 7, 2017

May 3, 2017

April 21, 2017

May 17, 2017

May 5, 2017

June 7, 2017

May 19, 2017

June 21, 2017

June 16,2017

July 5, 2017

June 30, 2017

July 19, 2017

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

Fridays by 12 Noon

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and
recommendation meetings age generally held at 7:30 p.m. at
Claret Hall. The sign-in sheet is available at 7 p.m. and Applications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign in.
Applicants should bring any supplemental documentation,
application amendments, or additional information that the
RAC may have requested. Residents are encouraged to attend
the RAC review meeting.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at
www.villageofriverhill.org under Covenants in the menu bar;
or at Claret Hall. Agendas are published in the Villager when
the publication schedule permits. RAC meeting agendas are
posted at the Village office and on the website.
Please allow 5-6 weeks for the entire application process.
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AC Decisions
March 1, 2017
Pending
6428 Grateful Heart Gate		
5833 Wild Orange Gate		
6024 Ascending Moon Path
12105 Flowing Water Trail
6306 Nodding Night Court

Deck
Tree Removals
Tree Removals
Retaining Wall, Patio
Fence

FAST TRACK
Approved
5936 Gentle Call			
6429 Fairest Dream Lane		
6309 Morning Time Lane		

Deck Stain
Tree Removal
Rain Garden

Holiday Lights and Decorations
While holiday lights do not require an Exterior Alteration Application they must not be in operation more than 28 days before the
holiday and must be completely removed within 28 days after the
holiday. If you haven’t had a chance to take down your winter holiday light displays, now is the time to do it.

School News

Winter Classes
in River Hill

Learning Together Program for
Prekindergarten

Ballroom Dancing (Claret Hall)
M ongoing
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Call 301-498-3267 or email sam@studiodans.com.

Chinese Wushu (Meeting Room)
Sat ongoing
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Call 240-247-7048 or email uscwi@uschinesewushu.com.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
W ongoing
11-11:45 a.m.
Ages 0-5
Th ongoing
10-10:45 a.m.
Ages 0-5
For information visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com or call
301-758-0304.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)

The Pointers Run Regional Early Childhood Center (RECC) toddler and preschool programs are making preparations for classes for the 2017-2018 school year! These classes include children
with and without disabilities. The program’s focus is helping all
children develop communication, literacy, math, problem solving,
motor, and social skills. Parents of children who will be 3 by September 1 or 4 years of age may contact Ro Pavlovsky in the school
office for an application package beginning February 15.
All applications must be returned by March 31, 2017. A limited
number of openings are available for children without disabilities.
Children are selected based upon screening information given on
the application form and the “Ages and Stages Questionnaire,” as
well as observations of the child’s participation in a playgroup. If
necessary, a lottery process is conducted.
If you have any questions, please contact Lisa Hanson at 410313-7142 or Lisa_Hanson@hcpss.org.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

Tu/Th ongoing
7:30-8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Triathlean (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
7:15-8:15 p.m.
For information call 301-213-9670 or
email dserpico34@outlook.com.

Yoga (Meeting Room)
W ongoing
6-7 p.m.
		
7-8 p.m.
Email CrowderYogaFitness@gmail.com.

beginner
intermediate

Zumba (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
9:30-10:30 a.m.
		
6:00-7:00 p.m.
Call 410-245-5900 or email msmarialk@gmail.com to register.

“Like” River Hill Community
Association on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/
RiverHillCommunityAssociation
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School News
Howard County Public Schools
Make Progress in Diversifying
Workforce
The Howard County Public School System (HCPSS) is making significant progress in increasing levels of racial and ethnic
diversity and experience among new teachers and other staff, according to the latest annual Human Resources report presented
yesterday to the Board of Education.
“More Howard County students will see teachers and staff who
look like them or can relate to their experience as the school system makes progress in diversifying our workforce,” said Superintendent Renee A. Foose.
During the 2015–2016 school year, 27.6 percent of newly hired
teachers represented racial and ethnic minorities, up from 13.6
percent in the previous year. The level of diversity among schoolbased administrators is also on the upswing, from 23 percent five
years ago to a current level of 28 percent. This year, 30 percent of
new principals and 54.5 percent of new assistant principals represent racial and ethnic minority groups.
The proportion of highly experienced teachers among new
hires has also increased. Among teachers new to the system this
year, 44 percent have five or more years of experience, up from 29
percent during the 2011–2012 school year.
School systems nationally are facing challenges in filling teach-
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ing vacancies due to a general decline in enrollment in teacher
preparatory programs, relative shortages in several critical subject areas, and a low proportion of candidates representing ethnic and racial minorities. But HCPSS is successfully beating those
odds through a variety of initiatives to attract a diverse and highly
qualified workforce.
The system employs several recruitment strategies designed
to attract a broad pool of highly qualified and diverse candidates.
These include “grow your own” programs that encourage and support current students and employees in pursuing a teaching degree; a targeted diversity recruitment advertising campaign; and
partnerships with local, highly diverse universities. Other initiatives are improving the effectiveness of the recruitment and hiring
processes. These include focus groups, streamlined application
tracking and management systems, and enhanced onboarding
processes.
The full report and presentation can be viewed online at www.
hcpss.org.

Howard County Invitational
Swim Meet
The Columbia Clippers are proud to sponsor the Annual Howard County Invitational Swim Meet. It will be held on Sunday,
April 30, 2017 at Howard Community College and is open to all
Howard County Public High School Students. Participants do not
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School News
need to be on a year-round swim team to participate.
Consider being a team captain for your school! An informational meeting will be held on Monday, March 27 at 7 p.m. at the
Columbia Aquatics Office, located at 9450 Gerwig Lane. There is
no limit to the number of team captains and will look great when
included on college and job applications.
More information can be found on Instagram at howardcountyswims and on Facebook (search for Howard County Invitational
Swim Meet).
Each participating high school will receive a donation toward
its after-prom party. Additional monetary prizes will be given to
the first, second, and third place schools.
For more information, please email: howardcoinvitationalswimmeet@gmail.com.

and conduct interviews. The interviews usually last about 10-15
minutes and the interviewers will be given a list of questions to
ask. Students will talk about their interests and goals and then
they will have an opportunity to ask the interviewer some questions about their education and career. This is a great learning experience for students and can be fun for the interviewers as well.
Light refreshments will be served in the morning and lunch will
be served at 12:00. Please contact Mr. Ives in the Counseling Office at dives@hcpss.org or call 410-313-7400 if you can assist with
the interviews.

Volunteers Needed to Conduct
Junior Interviews

The River Hill poms are an award-winning, dynamic dance
team performing short pom, jazz, lyrical, and hip hop routines.
They perform at RHHS football and basketball games, pep rallies,
award banquets, and competitions throughout the year. Poms
practice 3-4 times per week and the squad attends a summer
camp together. Tryouts will be held on April 24, 25, and 26 from
3:30-5:30 p.m. in the River Hill High School Mini Theater. Wear a
white shirt, black bottoms, white/black dance shoes or sneakers,
and bring a water bottle. Attendance for all three days is suggested. Contact Coach Diana Irby at rhhspoms@gmail.com for more
information.

The River Hill Student Services Office is recruiting people to
come in and interview 11th grade students on Tuesday, March
21 from 7:30 a.m.-2:10 p.m. Volunteers are needed for the entire
7-hour timeframe, and those who interview can expect to conduct about 10-12 interviews during the day. This is a graduation
requirement for all students in which they get to practice interviewing prior to a real-life job or college interview. People across
a wide variety of careers and backgrounds are needed to come in
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River Hill High School Poms
Tryouts
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AROUND TOWN
Annual Italian Dinner
Sun., March 12, 12:30-6:30 p.m. at St. Louis Catholic Church,
12500 Clarksville Pike, Clarksville. Mark your calendar for the
26th Annual Italian Dinner presented by the St. Louis Catholic
Church Youth Ministry. Enjoy spaghetti with homemade meatballs and sauce or lasagna, salad, garlic bread, homemade desserts and beverages. Tickets are $10/adult, $5/child (age 10 and
under), $13/lasagna, $16/combo of spaghetti/lasagna and $40/
immediate family of 6. Proceeds support Youth Ministry activities.
Peak time is 4-6 p.m., so avoid the dinner rush by coming before
4 p.m. Call 410-531-6668 for more information.

Kids Nearly New Sale
Sat., March 11 and Sat., Apr. 8, 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at Howard County Fairgrounds Exhibition Building, 2210 Fairgrounds Road,
West Friendship. Shop for seasonal clothing and shoes, toys and
games, books, sports equipment, furniture and crafts. Free admission, plenty of parking, breakfast and lunch food available.
Visit www.kidsnearlynewsale.com for more details.

Soup’r Sundae
Sun., Apr. 2, 12-3 p.m. at Wilde Lake High School, 5460 Trumpeter Road, Columbia. The Faith Community Partnership of Bethany
United Methodist Church and Glen Mar United Methodist Church
and Wilde Lake High School are hosting the 9th Annual Soup’r

Short on time?
Let us be your extra set of hands!
•
•
•
•

Party Support
Decluttering/Relocating
Errands & Waiting
Small Business Support

Sundae to benefit Grassroots Crisis Intervention Center. The family event features soups prepared by area restaurants. Admission
is $20 per adult and $5 per child under 12 and includes unlimited soup, bread and ice cream. There will be a silent auction with
hundreds of items, music and entertainment for children. Tickets
are available at www.souprsundae.eventbrite.com or by contacting cathyvsmith@verizon.net. Tickets will also be available at the
door.

Global Travel Series Part 3: Cruises
Tues., March 21, 6:30-9:30 p.m. at Historic Oakland, 5430 Vantage Point Road, Columbia. Learn about ocean cruises, experience
tropical and historical destinations, ports close to home and sample amazing food. For those who may be traveling with disabilities,
mobility or other special needs/concerns, hear from a Certified
Accessible Travel Advisor. Seating is limited, so register now at
https://series.3celebrating cruises.eventbrite.com.

Indoor Yard Sale
Sat., Apr. 22, 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at River Hill High School. Vendors
wanted! Clean out your closets, basements and garages and sell
your items. Reserve a spot for $30 which includes a table. Vendors
keep 100% of their profits. Register for a booth at https://goo.gl/
forms/IgnWaefkzNzS3o9T2. Contact rhexecboard@gmail.com for
more information.

Clipping Special!
Save up to 50 % off at
GNC River Hill from entire
purchase with this ad
or

Gold Card customers get
$10.00 off additional from their
purchase of $50.00 and up

Beverly Johnston

Lisa Nichols

Elaine Masker

410-428-6771
www.tsadvantage.com
bev@tsadvantage.com
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River Hill Village Center
6030 Daybreak Circle, Clarksville, 21029

410-531-1426

AROUND TOWN
Family Art Frenzy: Stained Glass
Rainbow Art Collage
Sun., Mar. 12, 1-3 p.m. at Columbia Art Center, 6100 Foreland
Garth, Columbia. Enjoy a free, family-friendly art afternoon on
the second Sunday of each month. Experiment with mixed media
and have a blast creating your own inspired creations. All ages
welcome. Children younger than 8 must be accompanied by an
adult. Call 410-730-0075 for more information or visit www.ColumbiaArtCenter.org.

20th Annual Chocolate Ball
Sat., Mar. 11, 7-11:45 p.m. at Turf Valley Resort, 2700 Turf Valley
Road, Ellicott City. Long known as “The Premiere” event in Howard County, the 20th Annual Chocolate Ball is the biggest annual
fundraiser for The Arc of Howard County. Generously supported
by its sponsors, the black-tie event includes music, dancing, a silent auction and an ultimate confection contest. Bakers from all
over the region compete to illustrate the theme in sugary goodness. Proceeds from the Chocolate Ball benefit The Arc of Howard
County’s vocational and residential support and services, respite
care, and other programs and services for children and adults
with intellectual and developmental disabilities. For more information about sponsorships or purchasing tickets, contact Dee
Athey via email at dathey@archoward.org or call 410-730-0638
Ext. 306 or visit www.archoward.org.

Feet First Sports Anniversary Run
Sat., Mar. 25, 6:45-10 a.m., Feet First Sports store, 6420 Freetown Rd, Columbia. Fun run starts at 7:00 a.m. sharp. There will
be a 3-mile and 10-mile course mapped out. Feet First t-shirts
will be given away. Refreshments, raffles for shoes and apparel,
and more will be available. Free. All are welcome. Pre-registration
requested by calling (410) 992-5800 or at www.facebook.com/
events/1252744868146058/.

Small Ensemble Concert
Sun., Mar. 12, 3 p.m. at River Hill High School, 12101 Clarksville
Pike, Clarksville. Columbia Bands, Inc. presents a free concert
featuring a variety of small ensembles. Thirteen groups include
woodwind, brass, and jazz ensembles. For additional information,
contact Jeanette Donald at 443-266-7497.

Country Breakfast
Sun., Mar. 19, 8 a.m.-noon, Ten Oaks Ballroom, 5000 Signal Bell
Lane, Clarksville. Support the 5th District Volunteer Fire Department by attending one of their famous Country Breakfasts. Tickets are $9 for Adults, $8 for Seniors (55+), $5 for Children (age
5-10), and free for kids under age 5. Purchase at the door. Spring
dates for upcoming country breakfasts are Apr. 30 and May 21.

Visit our new website
riverhill.shopkimco.com

Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052

Nouvel Nail Spa
443-535-8866

Subway
410-531-7982

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Everett Jewelers
410-531-7990

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

Tower Federal Credit Union
301-497-7000

Giant Food
410-531-7831

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

The UPS Store
410-531-9861

GNC
410-531-1426

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

River Hill Sports
Grille
410-531-7900
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Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860

AROUND TOWN
Judy Collins Performance

Spies, Miracles, & Victories Program

Sat. Apr. 1, 8 p.m. (doors open at 7:30 p.m.) at James Rouse Theatre, 5640 Trumpeter Road, Columbia. Judy Collins is a fabulous
entertainer who creates music of hope and healing that lights up
the world and speaks to the heart. She has thrilled audiences for
over 50 years with her dulcet tones and poetic lyrics. She galvanized a generation as she released more than 40 albums that include several gold and platinum sellers and numerous Top 10
hits. This is a performance not to be missed. Presented by the Columbia Festival of the Arts. Visit www.ColumbiaFestival.org for
tickets (prices vary) or call 410-715-3044 for details.

Sat., Mar. 25, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. at Christ Lutheran Church, 12570
Clarksville Pike, Clarksville. Children age 4 through eighth grade
are invited to this special program that will use some of Scripture’s
exciting stories. The program will include games, crafts, songs and
a mid-morning snack. Free. Pre-registration is requested at www.
christlutheran.net or by calling Audrey at 410-730-5209. For
more information, call the church office at 410-854-2100 or email
office@christlutheran.net.

Young Peoples Concerts –
The Columbia Orchestra
Sat., Mar. 18, 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. at James Rouse Theatre,
5640 Trumpeter Road, Columbia. Narrator Greg Jukes and the
dancers from Dance Connections join The Columbia Orchestra
for Prokofiev’s immortal Peter and the Wolf along with music from
Harry Potter and Stravinsky’s Firebird. Children of all ages will
enjoy this fun-filled introduction to the orchestra. Choose either
the 10:30 or 1:00 concert and try your hand at playing instruments between the two performances at the free Musical Instrument Petting Zoo! 11 & under: Free; 12 & older: $15. Visit www.
columbiaorchestra.org or call 410-465-8777.

Suburban Maryland Spring Home Show
Fri., Mar. 31, 11 a.m.-8 p.m., Sat., Apr. 1, 10 a.m.-8 p.m., Sun.,
Apr. 2, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. at Howard County Fairgrounds, 2210 Fairgrounds Road, West Friendship. Get inspired, motivated and excited for an upcoming home improvement – whether it’s a minor
renovation or a major remodel. The event features a wide selection
of home improvement professionals in a fun, interactive environment. Additional Information is available at www.mdhomeshowshf.com.

Interested in writing for The Villager?
If you have an article idea or photos you’d like to share,
please contact our Newsletter Coordinator Jennifer Lynott:

newsletter@villageofriverhill.com
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CLASSIFIEDS
Tutor

MOMS Club of Clarksville

Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder, High Functioning Autism, Advocate; all ages (K-12); specializing in organizational skills, study skills, time management, reading/writing
process, reading skills, all with application to content material at
any level. SAT/ACT reading and English areas. Background: Special Education Coordinator for school based programs. Howard
County resident. 301-922-6827 or email InsightsEd@gmail.com.

Home with your kids? Looking for support? Come see what the
MOMS Club of Clarksville is all about at our monthly social. 9:3011 the 2nd Wednesday of each month. For more info contact
momsclubofclarksvillemd@yahoo.com. http://www.momsclubofclarksvillemd.org.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting
“Our Passion is Your Pets”
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact:
www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture. Art, Silver,
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+ yr experience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic
Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Babysitters
NAME
Alyza Berson

ADDRESS		 PHONE NO.
Swift Current Way
443-812-5742

Mycah Berson

Swift Current Way

443-812-5791

Jennifer Bleakney

Waving Tree Court

410-531-5391

Paige Cohen 		

240-470-6158

Giuliana Del Buono

Distant Thunder Trail

410-707-3430 (c)

Kyla Clark

Great Star Drive

301-332-0370

Molly Farrell

Tall Timber Drive

443-995-7330

Murphy Freal **

Fleets of Time Court

410-935-7145

Abii Gannon

White Marble Court

240-383-6527

Natalie Greenlee

Indian Summer Drive

240-620-6053

Kelly Long

Tall Timber Drive

410-531-3357

Laura Mason

Shining Stars Lane

410-733-7566

Miranda Mazzella*

White Pebble Path

410-531-7899

Marissa Mazzella**

White Pebble Path

410-531-7899

Alison Orlosky**

Autumn Wind Circle

410-531-5236 (h)
410-302-9258 (c)

Hannah Rosen

410-531-5275

South Wind Circle

Karenna Sarney
Quiet Night Ride
(Karenna.sarney@gmail.com)

410-531-2492(h)
410-294-4856 (c)

Allison Siil **

410-531-5624

Western Star Run

Caroline Siil **

Western Star Run

410-531-5624

Liana Toy

Grateful Heart Gate

443-718-8720

Sarah Winchell
River Run
			
* CPR/First Aid Trained ** CPR/First Aid Certified
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410-531-3934

Jacob Recht
Evening Company Cir.
			

410-531-0135 (h)
443-745-7571 (c)
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