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Election Day Volunteers Needed
SATURDAY, APRIL 25 

Contact the Village Manager at 410-531-1749 

or email manager@villageofriverhill.org.

Kids show off the sparkle star jars they made at the Day-Off-From-
School Planetarium event.

The River Hill Community Association is currently seeking 
candidate nominations for three positions on the Board of 
Directors and for the village’s Columbia Council Represen-

tative. The terms of office for these open positions are two years - 
May 1, 2015 – April 30, 2017. The nomination period is March 1 
– March 21. For convenience, a Nomination Petition is printed on 
page 19 and is also available online at www.villageofriverhill.org. 
 Members of the community who become involved at the vil-
lage and Columbia-wide level really can have an impact. The River 
Hill Board of Directors has been instrumental in obtaining Coun-
ty bike and pedestrian safety improvements in the community; 
advocating for streetscape and traffic and safety improvements 
along MD 108 in Clarksville; supporting new initiatives to im-
prove water quality and reduce runoff in our local watershed; and 
providing community feedback to shape development in the area. 
Board Members work in conjunction with volunteer committees 
and staff to build community and provide services to enhance the 
quality of life for village residents. The Board of Directors also sets 
policy, establishes the Association’s annual budget, oversees the 
finances, and works closely with the Columbia Association (CA) 
and the other Columbia villages to provide services. The Board of 
Directors typically meets one Monday per month. 
 The River Hill Columbia Council Representative serves on 

CA’s Board of Directors and is an ex Officio Member of the village’s 
Board of Directors. As a CA Board Member, the village representa-
tive is responsible for establishing CA policies, has a fiduciary re-
sponsibility to CA, communicates CA-related information to River 
Hill residents, and serves at the CA Board committee level. Among 
their many accomplishments in recent years, the CA Board of Di-
rectors has ensured that: Columbia’s lakes have been dredged 
and lake and pond management plans developed; energy and ADA 

Thanks!

Baltimore Washington Eye Center 
Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak 
Collen Brothers Services
Columbia Family Eye Care
Columbia Tree and Lawn
Hilltop Child Care Center
JFK Landscaping
Kimco Realty
Kumon
LeReve Real Estate

Shun Lu Re/Max 100
Maryland Homebrew
Molly Maid
Mr. Handyman
Northrop Team Real Estate
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
River Hill Optical
Eileen Robbins, Realtor
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.
Robin Wilson/Long & Foster

By advertising in The Villager, these companies 
support programs and events here in River Hill. 

Continued on page 5
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Board Highlights . . .

Board Meeting Schedule

All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River Hill Village 
Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday 
prior to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend 
Resident Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you 
have written material you would like the Board to review, 
please drop it by the village office by the Thursday prior to 
the meeting. All approved minutes are available for review 
at the village office. For additional information, please con-
tact the village office.

NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: 
March 2 and March 16 at 7 p.m. Please visit www.villageo-
friverhill.org to view the Board Meeting Agendas & Minutes. 

THE VILLAGER

Coordinator & Advertising, Maureen Cogan:  

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz

Design/Producation: www.realfreshcreative.com

Village Manager: 
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Covenant Advisor: 
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Facility Coordinator: 
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Communications & Events Coordinator: 
Maureen Cogan, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Administrative Assistant: 
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday 9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.–Noon

Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to: 
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

RIVER HILL BOARD
Choith Atlani (Safety & Development)  ................... choith.atlani@gmail.com
Kathy Chavers (Special Events) ..........................Kathy.Chavers@gmail.com
John Herron ..................................................................... jhh729@gmail.com
Kenny Kan, Chairperson (Financial Matters) ............... kwtkan@hotmail.com
Will McCullough ......................................................................410-292-2985 
Esti Schabelman, Vice Chair,
    (Safety & Development)  ................................estischabelman@gmail.com
Liyan Zhang, (Development & Open Space) ..........zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Michael Dai (Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Michael Cornell  301-742-2761

River Hill Community 
Association, Inc.

Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029

Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259

website: www.villageofriverhill.org

February 2, 2015

• Heard from Roger Caplan, a River Hill resident. He asked 
that the Association’s legal documents be modified to require 
members of the Board of Directors to be residential property 
owners in the Village of River Hill.

• Approved the creation of a scholarship to be funded by the 
Association and CHOICE with proceeds from the 2014 Health 
Fair.  Approved funding the scholarship with $500.

• Approved donations of $250 each to the American Heart As-
sociation and HC Drug Free using proceeds from the 2014 
Health Fair.

• Approved donations of $150 each to the following:  Atholton 
High School post prom event, River Hill High School post 
prom event, and the Fifth District Volunteer Fire Station.

• Approved a free use of the Meeting Room by the Pointers Run 
swim team.

• Minutes Approved:  January 12, 2015.
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Council Corner:

Take the Time to Get Involved in Your Community

 Michael Cornell, River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
 Columbia Association Board of Directors 
 cell: 301-742-2761 home: 410-531-9340 
 michaelcornell@comcast.net

The views presented herein represent those of the author only and 
do not necessarily represent those of the River Hill Community As-
sociation Board of Directors.

 Elections for the Village Board and for Columbia Council Rep-
resentative are coming. 
 I encourage anyone who is interested in moving Columbia for-
ward into the future to run for office! 
 For some reason, we’ve had a great deal of amiability and co-
operativeness in River Hill over the past several years. I think this 
is due in part to an inherent understanding that the Village Board 
and Columbia Council are volunteer positions. We recognize the 
sacrifice volunteers make—being away from family, hobbies and 
sometimes sleep. This leads to far more civil discourse and con-
structive conflict than in other parts of Columbia. 
 Which leads me to the results of two extreme types of conflict: 
positive and negative.
 First the positive: A group of Board Members of the Columbia 
Association (CA) toured the Hobbits Glen Clubhouse in mid-Feb-
ruary as it moves closer to its reopening. The community is get-
ting a brand new facility; a place that will attract business, and 
improve property and resale values in Harpers Choice. Incredibly, 
the original clubhouse, which is being replaced, was built over 40 
years ago as a temporary facility. After several open meetings and 
debates, discussion, collaborative input from a committee of golf-
ers and residents, the Board approved a design plan for a new 
clubhouse.  We now will have a bright lit, energy efficient, roomy 
multifunctional restaurant and catering facility with multiple fire-
places, a bar, and a state of the art kitchen. It truly is a venue that 
will accommodate tournaments, community gatherings, diners, 
business meetings and even wedding receptions. (And that pecu-
liar odor is gone!) Such a great example of CA partnering with the 
golfing, residential and business community! 
 The second example is a bit of the ugly side of negative con-
flict. CA has too many meetings that go on for too many hours. At 
present, there is distrust on the CA Board due to conflicting agen-
das. 
 As a long term CA Board Member, I have seen the Board func-
tion at a high level. I have seen constructive conflict. I’ve seen what 
works and what doesn’t work. 
 Elected bodies in Columbia are only as good as those who 
comprise them. We need good people with vision and concern 
for the entire community—not just single constituencies. Wheth-

er through programs, amenities, open space, concerts, camps, 
school programs, pools, golf courses or gyms, the CA Board 
Members serve all —not just some—of Columbia. We need Board 
Members who can stay focused on the important issues of devel-
opment, creating partnerships with other stake-holders, revital-
izing aging village centers, improving walkability and bikeability, 
and restoring and maintaining our open space environment.
 While serving the community is neither straight forward, nor 
easy, it can be incredibly rewarding! 
 Columbia is and has been a great place to live. Over the 8 
years that I have had the privilege of serving, Columbia has been 
listed annually as one of the 10 Best Communities in the Coun-
try. The challenge as we approach Columbia’s 50th anniversary is 
keeping it that way! 
 So run. Help create a community of tomorrow … and if you 
can’t run‚ be sure to vote!  

“Like” River Hill 
Community Association 
on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/
RiverHillCommunity
Association
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Watershed Tip:

We All Win With the Green Bin 
 Users of the Green Bin help turn wilting food scraps into 
mighty soil; tame rushing stormwater into a trickle; bypass dan-
gerous pesticides and fertilizers; save space in landfills and re-
duce global warming.
 The Green Bin is also free.
 But nearly 60 percent of River Hill residents have yet to dis-
cover the wonders of the Green Bin.
 River Hill is within one of the three pilot areas in Howard 
County where residents can put food scraps, otherwise destined 
for the garbage, into the Green Bin. Here’s what’s so great about 
the Green Bin:
• Food scraps are nearly a quarter of our garbage, which is 

shipped to an out-of-state landfill. That’s expensive. Also, food 
scraps at the landfill give off methane, a powerful and climate-
disrupting greenhouse gas. So keeping food scraps out of land-
fills is good for the county budget and the climate. 

• Recycling food scraps reduces the use of garbage disposals, 
which waste water, clog drains, and burden treatment plants. 
The cost of treating food and water sent down the drain is 
about 10 times that of the curbside collection and processing 
program. (A study also found that composting creates twice as 
many jobs as landfills and four times as many jobs as incin-
erators.) 

• Using the food-scraps-turned-compost on lawns and gardens 
decreases the need for chemical fertilizers, helps retain water in 
the soil, and reduces erosion and runoff into our streams, riv-
ers, and the Chesapeake Bay. 

 About 1,350 homes in River Hill have the Green Bin, said 
Gemma Evans, the county’s recycling coordinator. Pointers Run 

upgrades have been made to existing facilities and new facilities 
such as the Haven Mind Body Wellness Center and Hobbits Glen 
Clubhouse have been constructed; CA’s bond rating has been 
maintained while paying off long term debt and bonds; and com-
munication and engagement with the public has improved. In 
addition to the CA Board Meetings held the 2nd and 4th Thurs-
days of the month, there are committee and special meeting re-
sponsibilities.
 For your name to be included on the ballot, a valid nomi-
nation petition must be signed by a minimum of ten (10) River 
Hill residents age eighteen and older and returned by March 21. 
Candidate statements and a photo must also be provided. Can-
didate statements will appear in the April issue of The Villager 
and the Columbia Flier election supplement. Candidate informa-
tion packets explaining the election process and providing back-
ground information for the River Hill and Columbia Association 
Boards of Directors are available at Claret Hall and on the Asso-
ciation’s website. 

Election Day Volunteers Needed
 Volunteers are needed to serve on the Association’s Elec-
tion Committee and help on Election Day, Saturday, April 25. 
Contact the Village Manager at 410-531-1749 or manager@villa-
geofriverhill.org to participate in this short term volunteer oppor-
tunity.

Board Members Needed,  
from Page 1
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Elementary School and Clarksville Middle School are also collect-
ing food scraps for the program. “We get new signups from [the 
pilot areas] almost daily,” Evans said. Order a bin online at www.
FeedTheGreenBin.org or call 410-313-6444. 
 Participating residents collect food scraps during the week 
and put the green bin at the curb on recycling pickup day. The 
county offers 12-, 35- and 65-gallon bins, all with a lid and 
wheels. Food scraps (as well as leaves and other yard trim) can go 
directly in the green bin or in a biodegradable or paper bag. An-
other idea is to collect food scraps in a bowl in the kitchen during 
the day, and put each batch of scraps in a simple origami pouch 
or bag that you can make from newspapers. These can be carried 
easily to your green bin. A YouTube demo for the origami bag is 
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BfEX85V9n8w (Visit 
the Watershed Committee booth at Green Fest, April 18, and we’ll 
show you how to make one.) Don’t put the scraps in plastic bags, 
though. They never decompose and will contaminate the compost. 

DO place these items in the Green Bin:
• fruit and vegetable scraps (fresh or cooked)
• bread, pasta, rice, grains, cereal, baked goods, etc.
• nuts, beans, seeds (including shells/hulls)
• eggshells
• coffee grounds, filters, tea bags (no foil or foil-backed prod-

ucts)
• paper products (paper towels, napkins, paper plates)
• pizza boxes (remove nonfood items)
• paperboard takeout food containers (remove metal handle)
• houseplants, cut flowers
• wooden chopsticks and popsicle sticks
• grass, leaves, yard trim

Bagel Bin & Deli 
410-531-0335

Columbia Bank 
410-531-7000

Everett Jewelers 
410-531-7990

Giant Food 
410-531-7831

Hair Cuttery 
410-531-8052

Ledo Pizza 
443-535-0599

M&T Bank 
410-531-7083

Massage Envy 
410-531-0711

McDonald’s 
410-531-7950

Panda Kitchen 
410-531-7866

River Hill Cleaners 
410-531-7742

River Hill Optical 
410-531-7920

River Hill Sports 
Grille 
410-531-7900

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com

Subway 
410-531-7982

Sunoco 
410-531-7510

Tower Federal Credit Union 
301-497-7000

The UPS Store 
410-531-9861

Vintage Cellars 
410-531-7860
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DON’T place these items in the Green Bin:
• meat, fish, shellfish, bones 
• dairy products (cheese, butter, ice cream, etc.)
• fats, oils, grease
• Styrofoam or plastic bags
• pet waste
• diapers
 At the Alpha Ridge Landfill in Marriottsville, three-quarters of 
an acre has been set aside to compost yard trim and food scraps in 
monitored, aerated, turned, and covered piles. Transforming food 
scraps into compost takes about 75 days at the facility. The result-
ing HoCoGro Compost is registered with the state Department of 
Agriculture and regularly tested. At Alpha Ridge, the compost sells 
for $19 a cubic yard, and a topsoil blend of soil and compost sells 
for $23 a cubic yard. (Prices include sales tax.)

Watershed moments:

• Beginning March 17, help remove invasive plants at the Mid-
dle Patuxent Environmental Area any Tuesday and Friday 

from 3:30 to 6 p.m. Information: Davey Rogner, drogner@
howardcountymd.gov

• Saturday, March 21: Stream cleanup from 9 a.m. to noon in 
River Hill. Columbia Association and the River Hill Watershed 
Committee are organizing this event. Info at http://www.vil-
lageofriverhill.org/category/events/

• Saturday, March 21: Tree planting at the Middle Patuxent 
Environmental Area, 1 – 4 p.m. Information: Davey Rogn-
er, drogner@howardcountymd.gov

• Thursday, March 26: “Slow the Flow” presentation, 7 – 9 p.m., 
at Claret Hall. Learn how to slow rainwater runoff on your 
property, protect our waterways and beautify your yard.  

Like Claret Hall  
on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/
ClaretHallMD
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Get Active Howard County
 Get Active 
Howard County is a 
FREE 10-week pro-
gram that official-
ly starts Saturday, 
March 23. The pro-
gram culminates 
on Sunday, June 7 
at Howard Coun-
ty Family Wellness 
Day at Centennial Park.  Get Active is a community wide wellness 
initiative with a calendar full of wellness activities, workshops, 
walks, nutrition education, health screenings & more. The goal of 
Get Active Howard County is to increase awareness of healthy life-
style habits and to motivate people to participate in 30 minutes 
of moderate activity at least five days a week.  Join the Get Active 
partners for a special Boot Camp kick-off event for all ages and 
abilities at Centennial Park on Saturday, March 21, 2015 from 8 
a.m.-10 a.m. (Corporate Pavilion H).
 To participate in the program, visit www.getactivehoward-
county.org to join a team or create a new team. It is easy and reg-
istration is ongoing. Once you are signed up, you will have the 
ability to participate in the many free events that are being offered 
across the county by the Get Active partners, wellness profession-
als and many organizations and businesses that are focused on 
wellness in the broadest sense. There is a calendar of activities on 
the site that is intended to provide opportunities for all ages.  Con-
tact info@getactivehowardcounty.org with questions.
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For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

The River Hill Village Center 
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)

Offering the Best Treatments, including

Best Treatments Available
Reasonable Fees
Afternoon & Evening Appointments
Consultations are Free
Excellent Results
Super Smiles

Free Initial Consultation
410-381-1077

Tell Howard County
 Howard County has a  tool for connecting cit-
izens with their government: a mobile and web-
based application called “Tell HoCo.” “Tell HoCo” 
enables Howard County residents and visitors 
to report non-emergency problems – such as potholes, graffiti, 
downed tree limbs and traffic signal issues, among others – to the 
appropriate county government representative, 24 hours a day, 
365 days a year.
 Via the app, citizens can use their smart phones to snap a 
photo, send a report, and track its progress. The “Tell HoCo” app 
can be downloaded for free from the Apple Store or from Google 
play. Users can make anonymous reports if they desire, after they 
register. Additionally, links to the web version of “Tell HoCo” are 
prominently included on the Howard County government website.
 Once issues are identified, the person making the report re-
ceives updates on its progress. Users can also check to see what 
issues have been reported in their communities.

Got News?
Share your news with the community by 
sending it to THE VILLAGER via email: 

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org.
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School News

Winter Classes in River Hill:
Adult Ballroom Dance Class  (Claret Hall)   

M   ongoing  6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Contact sam@studiodans.com to register.

Boot Camp (Meeting Room)                         

M/W/F  ongoing   5:45 – 7 a.m. 
Contact phbootcamp@gmail.com to register

Easy Method Driving School (Meeting Room)

Tu/Th  5:50 – 9:05 p.m.
Call 410-461-9090 or 1-877-461-9090 or
visit www.easymethoddrivingschool.com.

Flow Yoga: All Levels (Claret Hall)                   

Tu  2/2 - 3/24    10:40 - 11:40 a.m.
Email KerriCooke26@gmail.com to register.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)

Th ongoing 10 – 10:45 a.m.  Ages 0 – 5
Now registering for late fall and winter classes. For information 
call 301-758-0304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

The Nurtured Life Yoga (Meeting Room)         

Sat   ongoing 7 – 8 a.m. 
Email thenurturedlife@icloud.com to register.

QiGong (Claret Hall)     

Tu ongoing 7 – 8 p.m. 
Call 240-462-9103 for information. Drop in to register.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 7:30 – 8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Zumba® (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. and 6 – 7 p.m.
Visit www.maria72.zumba.com or email welcome@msmaria.dk 
to register.

PRES Prekindergarten 
Program
 The Pointers Run Regional Early Childhood Center (RECC) 
toddler and preschool programs are now accepting applications 
for classes for the 2015-2016 school year. These classes include 
children with and without disabilities. The program’s focus is 
helping all children develop communication, literacy, math, prob-
lem solving, motor, and social skills. Parents of children who will 
be 3 and 4 years of age for the 2015-2016 school year may con-
tact Ro Pavolvsky in the school office for an application package. 
All applications must be returned by March 20, 2015. If you have 
any questions, please contact Jane Berman at 410-313-7142 or 
Jane_Berman@hcpss.org.

HCPSS Holds Two PARCC 
Q&As
 Howard County Public School System (HCPSS) held two 
HCPSS Connect question-and-answer sessions on the Partner-
ship for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) 
test, February 4 and 10. The events were shown on the HCPSS 
TV channel and streamed live on the HCPSS website. Represen-
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School News

Shun Lu, Ph.D, Re/Max 100
410-440-7738 (C) 410-730-6100 (O)

Email: ShunLu@ReMax.net
Web: ShunLuRealEstate.com
Office:  5575 Sterrett Place
  Columbia, MD 21044

Top 1% Realtors Nationwide 
A resident of Clarksville

Your real estate expert in River Hill & Howard County

tatives from HCPSS Curriculum and Special Education depart-
ments answered questions that were submitted before and during 
the Q&A via email or Twitter. Both Q&A sessions and more infor-
mation on PARCC can be found on the HCPSS website. When you 
get to the site, click on the time next to a question to see the an-
swer.

Kindergarten Art Showcase
 The Kindergarten Visual Arts Showcase is now on display at 
the Department of Education. Members of the public are invited 
to stop by and take a look between now and April 8. For this ex-
hibition, teachers were asked to submit student artworks and 
statements that reflect the Howard County Public School System’s 
Visual Art Curriculum for Kindergarten: Art as Discovery.

Text to Join!
You can now join Claret Hall’s e-mail list with the 
tap of a few keys on your phone. Find 
out about upcoming events and other 
important neighborhood news. Text 
CLARETHALL to 22828 to get started.
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 The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and 
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at 
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m. 
Applications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign-in. 
Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental docu-
mentation, application amendments, or additional information 
that the RAC has requested.
 Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior 
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret 
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agen-
das are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agen-
das are published in The Villager when the publication schedule 
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review 
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ 
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not 
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision. 
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION
Deadline (Friday) Meeting Date

February 13, 2015 March 4, 2015

February 27, 2015 March 18, 2015

March 13, 2015 April 1, 2015

March 27, 2015 April 15, 2015

April 10, 2015 May 10, 2015

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline Fridays by 12 Noon

Architectural News

Claret Hall has 
its own 
Facebook Page!

“Like” us at Facebook.
com/ClaretHallMD to get 
valuable information on party 
planning, etiquette, and favor and 
decorating ideas. We’re also on 
Twitter
@ClaretHallMD.

Exterior Alteration Applications
March 4, 2015

6617 Towering Oak Path Landscaping, Porch: Front, 
  Walkway
6509 Folded Leaf Square Painting, Staining
6401 Reedy Song Knoll Porch: Screened
6541 Autumn Wind Circle Addition, Deck, Porch: Front, 
  Window Addition

AC Decisions
February 18, 2015

Pending
6521 Ocean Shore Lane Deck
7008 Bright Memory Drive  Tree Removal

February 4, 2015

Approved
6410 Liquid Laughter Lane Walkway
12029 Floating Clouds Path Front Door, Portico 

Approved with Condition (s)
6504 Ranging Hills Gate Landscaping, Tree Addition
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Architectural News

January 21, 2015

Approved
6501 Autumn Wind Circle Addition, Walkway, Restyle

Approved with Condition
6316 Morning Time Lane  Tree Removals
6432 Fairest Dream Lane Walkway, Basketball Equipment

Fast Track Applications
Approved
6348 Morning Time Lane  Tree Removal
6008 Winter Grain Path   Vent

Motor Vehicle Storage
 In residential districts you may not store unregistered, inop-
erable, wrecked, dismantled or destroyed motor vehicles unless 
enclosed in a completely enclosed building and not visible from 
ground level from any adjacent properties or public street rights-
of-ways. Please understand that according to Howard County 
code “an unregistered, inoperable, wrecked, dismantled or de-

stroyed motor vehicle placed under a tarp or car cover shall not be 
considered screened. 
 All such vehicles can be reported directly to the Department 
of Planning and Zoning at 410-313-2350.

Residential Soil Erosion
 Once the snow melts and the ice defrosts and the ground be-
comes pliable, we will start to see what our yards look like. If there 
are areas where the grass is not coming back or the bushes and 
shrubs have not grown back and all you see is hard packed dirt, 
then you may have an area ripe for erosion.
 Two of the main problems of  soil  erosion  are a decrease 
in soil quality and an increase of sediment and contamination in 
waterways. The upper layers of soil are considered the most nu-
trient rich and are also thought to help retain water. When these 
layers become eroded, vegetation can become deprived of essen-
tial  nutrients and moisture. Erosion of surface soils can cause 
environmental complications including disruption of the  eco-
systems of lakes and streams, sedimentation behind dams, and 
pollutants in drinking water. Significant erosion can undermine 
structures and result in slope failure.
 Since soil erosion can negatively impact agriculture and the 
environment,  soil conservation  is considered essential. A num-
ber of methods can help to prevent erosion. Among the most fre-
quently used techniques are contour plowing, crop rotation, and 
terracing along slopes in agricultural situations. In residential 
areas, one of the most common ways to control erosion consists 
of planting trees in the affected area. Other methods include cov-
ering the area with nutrient-rich mulch, planting ground covers 
to hold the soil, and building small retaining walls. Source: Wise 
Geek- www.wisegeek.com/what-is-soil-erosion.htm
 If your yard has areas that are eroding, methods used to stop 
or prevent erosion may require Architectural Committee approval. 
Modifications that change the drainage patterns on your property 
and grade changes of more than six inches require the submit-
tal of an Exterior Alteration Application. Applications are also re-
quired for retaining walls and landscape islands, terracing, and 
rain gardens. Not sure whether you need approval? Contact Eva-
marie Lambright, the Association’s Covenant Advisor, at 410-531-
1749 or covenants@villageofriverhill.org.
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AROUND TOWN
Movies & Minions on Ice

The Columbia Figure Skating Club presents Movies & Minions on 
Ice featuring music from Despicable Me, Annie, Mary Poppins, and 
more. Saturday, March 21 at 3 and 6 p.m. and Sunday, March 22 
at 2 and 4:30 p.m. at the Columbia Ice Rink, 5876 Thunder Hill 
Road, Columbia. Tickets are $12, age 2 and under are free. Ad-
vance ticket purchase is recommended at www.columbiafsc.com.

Maryland Day Celebration
Howard County Historical Society’s “Maryland Day Celebration” 
at Howard County Library Miller Branch, 9421 Frederick Road, 
Ellicott City will include books and photos on Maryland, gifts, and 
educational exhibits for children. Event takes place Wednesday, 
March 25 from 10 a.m.to 5 p.m. Free. Contact info@hchsmd.org 
or call 410-480-3250 for more information.

Antiques Hall Show
Join Harper’s Choice Community Association, 5440 Old Tucker 
Row, Columbia for an Appraisal Roadshow Saturday, March 21. 
A gemologist and a generalist appraiser from Paradigm Experts 
will be on hand at 9:30 and 11:30 a.m. to offer appraisals of up 
to two items per person. Items to consider bringing include jewel-
ry, silver, coins, time pieces, furniture, glass, porcelain, paintings, 
bronze, toys, documents, and any other items (except stamps). 
Register online at http://Antiques2015HCCA.EventBrite.com to 
have your item(s) appraised or to attend the show. Antique and 
boutique vendor booths will be onsite to browse and buy from. 
General admission tickets are $12 for the appraisal of 1 item. 
Spectator tickets are $5 to shop with vendors in attendance and 
watch the “show.” 

Let Your Hair Down: Mom’s Night Out
This “mane” event is for mothers of young children. Join the Jew-
ish Federation of Howard County Wednesday, March 16 from 7-9 
p.m. at All About U! Salon, 9002-C Baltimore Street, Savage for 
wine, dessert, and fun. There will be make-up demos and hints for 
hair dos and don’ts for busy moms to get out the door in 10 min-
utes or less. This event is free. Pre-registration is required. Space 
is limited. Register online at www.associated.org/hcmomsnight-
out. For more information, call 410-730-4976 ext. 118.

Swing Dance Party 
The Ain’t Misbehavin’ Swing Dance Party Big Band Concert is 
back by popular demand. Come to the Howard County Historical 
Society, 8328 Court Ave., Ellicott City, to hear the hot sounds of 
one of the coolest bands around. Tickets are $15/single and $25/
couple and space is limited. For more information, call 410-480-
3250 or e-mail info@hchsmd.org. Free tickets are available for 
HCHS members, but limited for this event and must be reserved 
at the above-listed phone number and/or email address. BYOB. 

The Bible Tells Me So
Christ Lutheran Church is offering a special children’s program, 
The Bible Tells Me So! on Saturday, March 21 from 9 a.m. to 
noon at Christ Lutheran Church, 12570 Clarksville Pike, Clarks-
ville (Rte. 108, just south of Guilford Road). This event is offered 
free to the community and is for children four years old through 
eighth grade. This program tells Scripture’s story from Eden to 
Easter, and use games, crafts, and songs to help the children bet-
ter understand God’s love for them. A mid-morning snack will 
be provided. Pre-registration is requested. To register, visit www.
christlutheran.net or call 410-730-5209.

RHHS Yard Sale
The River Hill High School (RHHS) Student Government Associa-
tion and the RHHS Cheerleading program are teaming up to host 
the annual RHHS Yard Sale on March 21 in the school’s cafete-
ria. They welcome vendors interested in selling old and/or new 
items. Vendor spots are $30 a table (checks payable to River Hill 
High School) and are first come, first served. The yard sale will be 
open to the public from 8 a.m. to noon with set-up beginning Fri-
day, March 20 at 3 p.m. If you are interested in reserving a vendor 
spot, email rhhsyardsale@gmail.com. Spaces go quickly so regis-
ter soon.
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Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting  

“Our Passion is Your Pets”
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday, 
overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact: www.
PetSittinginMd.com; 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture, Art, Silver, 
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+yr expe-
rience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic Sav-
age Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration!
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support includ-
ing Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more. 
Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com 
or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Tutor
Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder, High Func-
tioning Autism; all ages (K-12); specializing in organizational 
skills, study skills, time management, reading/writing process, 

reading skills, all with application to content material at any level. 
SAT/ACT reading and English areas. Background: Special Educa-
tion Coordinator for school based programs. Howard County resi-
dent. 301-922-6827 or e-mail InsightsED@gmail.com. 

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant 
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand run-
ning, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and spe-
cial event support.  Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771, 
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Clarksville K-12 Tutor
Experienced Tutor Available for K-12 Math, Common core, Sci-
ence, Chess, Algebra, Calculus, Geometry, Physics, Test (SAT, 
ACT) Prep/review. River Hill Resident. PhD in Engineering. Flex-
ible hrs, location. Call 612-325-0605, email: rachana_v@hotmail.
com. $40+/hr.

Reading Tutor
Reading tutor certified in Orton Gillingham and Phonographix. 
Former teacher specializing in students with learning differences. 
Call Ginny Ward at 410-992-1885.
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Home Organizing Special Offer
Organizers on Call is offering $150 for a 3 hour home organization 
session with Ellen & Tracy, plus a 15 minute FREE consultation. 
Go to our website www.organizersoncall.com for all the details or 
call 443-878-7957.

K-9 & Coffee
Immediate Opening for Experienced Part-Time Barista at How-
ard County’s Newest Coffee Shop K-9 & Coffee. 3830 Ten Oaks 
Rd, Glenelg. Must be available days and weekends and have reli-
able transportation. If interested in joining our team, call Kelvin 
at 410-487-1890.

MOMS Club of Clarksville
A social and support group for at-home moms of Clarksville, Co-
lumbia-West, Highland, Fulton, Dayton, Glenelg, and western 
Howard County. Offers activities and playgroups. For more in-
formation, contact momsclubofclarksvillemd@yahoo.com or visit 
www.momsclubofclarksvillemd.org.

Free Personal Car Buying Service for 
New Hondas, Chevrolets and  

Pre-Owned Vehicles
Tired of the hassle and stress of shopping for a new or pre-owned 
vehicle? Want honest answers and great pricing form a local, 
Christian resident of River Hill? I can help you with a new Honda, 
Chevrolet, or pre-owned vehicle. Email Mark Kahler at marka-
kahler@gmail.com or call 410-935-4686. 

NEIGHBORHOOD KIDS:
MOWING LAWNS FOR EXTRA MONEY?

Call 410-531-1749 or email 
riverhill@villageofriverhill.org to 
be added to our mower list for 

summer 2015.
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