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Village Elections 2013: Why Serve?

A

side from the fact that the River Hill
Community Association’s (RHCA)
legal documents establish and require that RHCA be governed by a Board
of Directors and that the residents in
each village in Columbia elect a Council
Representative to serve on Columbia Association’s Board of Directors, why is it
important for residents to serve, how does
the community benefit, and what does the
individual gain? For answers, RHCA staff
spoke with several active volunteers to obtain their perspectives.
Todd Harrison is completing his ninth
year on the Village Board. Mr. Harrison,
who is the current Board Chairperson,
was raised in Columbia and initially became involved with the Association out of
his desire to give back to his hometown
and to further utilize his management
and commercial real estate skills. Has he
found the experience rewarding? “Absolutely. I especially enjoy seeing the pride
in community I see at the annual Independence Day Parade, watching the mem-
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bers of the Teen Advisory
Committee grow and develop their leadership skills,
and helping to resolve Association operational issues that arise.”
For Mr. Harrison, serving on the Village Board
has provided him with an
opportunity to relate what
is happening on his street
to what is happening at
the Association level. He
recognizes that getting involved in big projects can
be tough for volunteers Election Day is next month. See Page 11 for details on voting and
due to time constraints,
but, stressed that serving electronics recycling.
on the Board is not an all-consuming job.
said, “My wife and I moved here from DC
He has found that by setting priorities and
and as we drove around we saw a new town
picking its battles the Village Board durdeveloping and we wanted to be involved.
ing his tenure has generally achieved posI am an architect and an urban planner,
itive results for the collective good of the
and thought I could be useful.” Mr. Saleem
community.
first served on the Residential Architectural
Mr. Harrison noted, “though perhaps
Committee for 4 years, then on the Village
less visible if not more important, is the
Board for 6 years, and now serves on the
role the Board plays in overseeing the
Architectural Committee.
budget and setting policies that ensure
“Some people complain but don’t parthe Association’s continuing operation
ticipate,” said Mr. Saleem, “I wanted to conand the availability of programs and sertribute to the community.” But, he notes
vices that benefit the community.” When
that you don’t need a background in arasked where he sees the Association’s fuchitecture or urban planning to contribute.
ture challenges, he said, “the aging of the
“We all have something to offer,” he said.
village, both the physical plant and resiHe doesn’t want to see the Village Board
dents.” Mr. Harrison also stressed the
become static, and encourages new people
importance of changes occurring in the
to always be involved. He especially would
vicinity of the village and the impact that
like to see younger people join the Board as
surrounding development has on property
they understand the challenges of the time
values, services provided by the Associain a way that older residents may not.
tion, and the quality of life for residents.
Mr. Saleem’s wife, Jennifer Blake, who
For Mohammad Saleem volunteering
has a background in community planning,
grew out of his interest in communities
also saw volunteering for the Association
and the enjoyment he gets from working
as a natural fit. She joined the Board in the
with people. When asked what inspired
late 1990’s and served for 3 years, at a time
him to first begin serving in River Hill, he
Continued on Page 9
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

Board Highlights . . .
February 4, 1013
•

•

•
•

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Monday/Friday
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m. - Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org
Covenant Advisor:
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org
Facility Coordinator:
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org
Communications & Events Coordinator:
Maureen Cogan, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Administrative Assistant:
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

RIVER HILL BOARD

Jenny Chu (Special Events)
Todd Harrison, Chairperson
(Board Operations)
Kenny Kan (Financial Matters)
Dengfeng Liu (Open Space)
Tony Miceli, Vice Chair
(Traffic & Safety)
Dipper Wettstein
Liyan Zhang (Development)
Kaede Johnson, Tiffany Kan
(Student Committee)

jennyzchu@yahoo.com
410-531-0771
kwtkan@hotmail.com
liudf@jhu.edu
mathman2121@gmail.com

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Michael Cornell 			

•

Heard from Matt Levine, a River Hill Resident, who expressed
concern regarding the January 2013 Council Corner: Time
for Bold Actions and requested retraction or an opportunity
for rebuttal.
Met with the Master Plan Committee and reviewed the draft
plan for the River Hill Village Center. The Committee will incorporate the Board’s comments and present a plan for engaging community comment.
Appointed the following residents to the Election Committee:
Amy Becker, Chairperson, and Dipper Wettstein.
Approved a free usage of the Meeting Room for Brownie Troop
2388.
Minutes Tabled: January 7, 2013.

Upcoming Meetings
March 4 – Michael McCall, Strategic Leisure, will present the
Inner Arbor Plan, the concept plan for Symphony Woods, approved by the CA Board of Directors on February 14.
March 18 – The Board will meet with John Powell, Administrator of the Howard County Office of Transportation, to discuss the
community’s transportation needs.

Board Meeting Schedule
All meetings are held in Claret Hall at the River Hill Village
Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior
to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident
Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you have written
material you would like the Board to review, please drop it by
the village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved minutes are available for review at the village office. For
additional information, please contact the village office.
NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: March 4 and March 18 at 7
p.m.
Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board
Meeting Agendas & Minutes.

dipperw@gmail.com
zhang_liyan@yahoo.com

301-742-2761

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Maureen Cogan:
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Producation: www.realfreshcreative.com
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Council Corner:

Need, Ability, and Will Factor
into CA Reinvestments
I think one of the buzz words for this and the coming year is
“infrastructure.”
James Rouse made a huge investment in this community through the creation of amenities and landscape features. As
we’ve seen in the past couple of years, CA is looking to re-invest in
those now aging buildings, facilities and amenities including: Hobbits Glen Clubhouse, Splash Down, the outdoor pool system, lake
dredging, completion of the path around Lake Kittamaqundi, improving pathway connectivity, and a new tennis facility.
Let me assure you, this isn’t some mad scheme to bankrupt
the residents of Columbia. Rather, it is an attempt to bring those
features that attracted people to Columbia in the first place “up to
snuff!”
Financially, CA has retired most of its long term debt. We’d
love to retire more but are bound by the terms of the bonds that
were issued. Taking on any new debt is coinciding with a historic low in lending rates. Our credit rating couldn’t be higher. More
importantly, the Board is committed to improving that infrastructure.
In short we have an alignment of need, ability and will.
This is in addition to the retrofitting of CA’s building that has
been on-going and includes such projects as the Solar Array by
the River Hill Pool.
While some argue these improvements should have been
begun or made years ago, we can’t go backwards. We can only
move forward and continue to build on the promise of Columbia
to this generation and the next. We will also be seeking opportunities to partner with developers, the County, the College or others
to help “share the cost.”
So while there will no doubt be closures, inconveniences,
questioning of cost and project priorities, and those who will question “why don’t we just turn it all over to the county,” we will continue to leverage the opportunities presented by that unusual
confluence of need, ability and will.
Stay tuned, I’m sure there will be more to come!
Michael Cornell, River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
cell: 301-742-2761 home: 410-531-9340
michaelcornell@comcast.net
The views presented herein represent those of the author only and
do not necessarily represent those of the River Hill Community Association Board of Directors.

Time To Take Out the Trash
Our waterways take a beating. Every day, wind blows plastic
bottles and cans into our streams. Every rainstorm washes plastic
bags and Styrofoam containers into our storm drains and rivers.
The trash looks nasty, hurts wildlife and damages the intricate
balance of nature. Eventually, all the debris heads for the Chesapeake Bay, where it gets tangled in the grasses and floats on the
tides. Fish and seabirds can be poisoned or choke when they mistake bits of plastic for food.
On Columbia’s Clean up Day, Saturday, April 13, we can
start cleaning up the mess we helped create. In previous cleanup days, volunteers have found tires, shopping carts, lawn fur-
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niture, bicycle parts, signs, a rug and even a front door. Please
join us from 9 a.m. to noon to clean up the waterways in several
assigned areas in River Hill. Individuals and families, scouts and
other groups, and students who want to earn service hours are all
welcome. To register, please contact Claret Hall at 410-531-1749
or Sean Harbaugh of the Columbia Association at 410-381-3470.
This tip is brought to you by the River Hill Watershed Committee.

Free Gardening Presentations
Gardening in Small Spaces
Wednesday, March 13 at 7 p.m.
Learn how to maximize your
space by using containers. Oakland
Mills, The Other Barn, 5851 Robert
Oliver Place, Columbia 410-7304610
Day Trippin’
Thursday, March 14 at 7 p.m.
This program outlines more than 50 public gardens and natural spaces within easy driving distance. Harpers Choice, Kahler
Hall, 5440 Old Tucker Row, Columbia. 410-730-3888.
Ingredients for a Successful Vegetable Garden
Thursday, March 14 at 7 p.m.
Learn the four basic ingredients for a successful vegetable
garden, good and bad bugs, and soil basics. Owen Brown, 6800
Cradlerock Way, Columbia. 410-381-0202.

Pruning
Wednesday, March 20 at 7 p.m.
The how, when, and why of pruning ornamental trees and
shrubs, including techniques and tools used and what critters
you may encounter along the way. Long Reach, Stonehouse, 8775
Cloudleap Court, Columbia. 410-730-8113.
Deterring Deer and Other Critters
Wednesday, April 10 at 7:30 p.m.
This presentation addresses the four points of integrated pest
management for deer: population control, vegetation control, repellents, and fencing. Hickory Ridge, The Hawthorn Center, 6175
Sunny Spring, Columbia 410-730-7327
Gardening for Seniors
Wednesday, April 10 at 12:30 p.m.
Make modifications to your garden and learn about variations
in gardening tools that accommodate the more limited mobility
and flexibility of older or disabled gardeners. Oakland Mills, The
Other Barn, 5851 Robert Oliver Place, Columbia. 410-730-4610.

Tax-Aide for Seniors
The Howard County Department
of Citizen Services has announced
that AARP and the IRS will offer free
personal income tax preparation for
Howard County residents at senior
centers throughout the county. TaxAide services, including electronic filing, will be provided at no charge to

middle- and low-income Howard County taxpayers, with special
emphasis on those age 60 and older. Now in its 35th year in Howard County, Tax-Aide is staffed by volunteer preparers who receive
IRS-approved training and certification in tax preparation.
Taxpayers should bring their 2011 Federal and Maryland
State tax returns and 2012 tax records with them to their appointment. Self-employment returns with more than $5,000 in
expenses and very complex returns are not eligible for this service. Appointments must be scheduled in advance by calling one
of the participating senior centers, listed below; evening and weekend appointments are available at some sites. For more information or appointments, call the Bain Center 410-313-7387; Ellicott
City Senior Center 410-313-1400; Glenwood 50+ Center 410-3135440; East Columbia 50+ Center 410-313-7680; North Laurel 50+
Center, 410-313-0380; or Elkridge Senior Center 410-313-5192.

Recycle Mattresses and Box
Springs at Alpha Ridge Landfill
Howard County’s Department of Public Works, Bureau of Environmental Services announced a new recycling opportunity for
Howard County residents at the Alpha Ridge Landfill in Marriottsville. Residents may now drop off mattresses and box springs of
all sizes at the Landfill’s Residents’ Convenience Center for recycling.
“It is estimated that nation-wide, 50,000 mattresses are disposed of every day, a vast majority of which are sent to landfills
for trash. Mattresses and box springs however contain recyclable
materials such as steel, fabric and foam that can be made into
new products,” said Alan Wilcom, the County’s Recycling Division
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Chief. “This new opportunity is just another way Howard County
is working to reduce our trash and recycle valuable resources.”
To be eligible for recycling, mattresses and box springs must
be dry; those left outside or that are wet cannot be recycled. Additionally, residents are reminded that they are responsible for
unloading their own vehicles. Residents may still schedule mattresses and box springs for bulk trash curbside pick-up by calling
the Bureau of Environmental Services at 410-313-6444; however,
the Bureau is strongly encouraging residents to bring these items
to the Landfill to be recycled instead. Mattresses and box springs
cannot be placed in or beside curbside recycling bins for curbside
recycling collection.
The Alpha Ridge Landfill is located at 2350 Marriottsville
Road in Marriottsville and is open to residents, Mondays through
Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. For a list of collectable items at
the Residents’ Convenience Center, visit www.howardcountymd.
gov/ARLConvenienceCenter.htm.
For more information on recycling in Howard County, contact
the Bureau of Environmental Services at 410-313-6444 or visit
them online at www.HowardCountyRecycles.org.

Jeans Drive at Claret Hall
Claret Hall is now a drop-off point for a jeans drive organized
by River Hill High School students Zoe Jordan, Carly Kempler, and
Logan Nicastro to benefit Happy Helpers for the Homeless. They
are collecting all sizes and all types of gently worn pants; however,
men’s sizes and full-length jeans are most needed.
Carly, Logan, and Zoe have been collecting jeans since the
fall when they contacted Happy Helpers of the Homeless and re-

ceived permission from the school administration to run the drive
at school. They then made signs and donation boxes and advertised the drive throughout the school.
Residents can get involved by simply donating their gently worn jeans. Everyone has old jeans lying around, so it’s really easy. All styles and materials of jeans and shorts are needed.
The goal is to collect 200 pairs of jeans, and as of now the trio is
more than halfway there. Help them reach their goal by dropping
off your gently used jeans at Claret Hall during our regular hours
of Mondays and Fridays 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.; and Saturdays 9 to noon. The
drive will continue at Claret Hall until the end of March and at the
school it will continue until the end of May.

Mental Health Help is
Close and Free
The National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) is the nation’s
largest grassroots organization for people with mental illness and
their families and includes national, state and local levels. NAMI
Howard County is dedicated to improving the lives of individuals
and families living with mental illness through education, advocacy and support, and to increase the awareness of mental illness
throughout the community. Their many activities include public information, peer education and support, raising awareness,
fighting stigma, and state and federal advocacy.
Some of the support programs offered locally by NAMI Howard
County are for family and friends who care about an adult with a
mental illness; parents and caregivers of children and teens with
mental health issues; individuals living with serious mental ill-

For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

Best Treatments Available
Reasonable Fees
Afternoon & Evening Appointments
Consultations are Free
Excellent Results
Super Smiles
The River Hill Village Center
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)
Offering the Best Treatments, including

Free Initial Consultation

410-381-1077
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ness; and Sunday suppers, a social opportunity for adults living
with mental illness.
Education programs supported by NAMI include: In Our Own
Voice: Living with Mental Illness; Family-to-Family Education
Course; NAMI Basics Education Course; Peer-to-Peer Education
Course; NAMI Howard County Educational Forums; and Parents
& Teachers as Allies: Recognizing Early Onset Mental Illness in
Children and Teens.
The remarkable thing about these services is that there is no
charge for these program and they are open to anyone regardless
of membership in NAMI. They also offer a mental health helpline.
Additionally, NAMI Howard County also provides local information and referral services; conducts community education through
presentations and by serving on local committees and boards; interacts with local professionals; works with local media on stories
about mental illness; and reports on local issues and needs to
their state organization.
To contact NAMI Howard County, call 410-772-9300 or visit
www.nami.org/sites/namihowardcounty.

Get Active Howard County
Get Active Howard County is a 10-week (March 25
through June 2) county-wide
healthy lifestyle initiative jampacked with activities, including horseback riding lessons,
Pilates, yoga, children activities, walks, and nutrition and health education. The goal of Get
Active Howard County is to increase awareness of healthy lifestyle
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habits and to motivate people to participate in 30 minutes of moderate activity at least five days a week.
To participate visit www.wepromotehealth.org/get-activehoward-county.aspx and sign up. Signing up to be on a team is
easy and registration is ongoing. Teams can be any size. Once
your team is signed up, you will have the ability to participate
in the many free events that are being offered across the county by the partners, wellness professionals and many organizations and businesses that are focused on wellness in the broadest
sense. There is a calendar of activities on the site as well that is
intended to provide opportunities for all ages. The Get Active Howard County program is FREE. Contact info@getactivehowardcounty.org with questions.
One instructor who teaches at Claret Hall is offering free
classes as part of Get Active Howard County:
Thursday, April 4 at 6 p.m. - Zumba Fitness
Monday, April 16 at 6:30 p.m. - Booty Beat by Flirty Girl
		
Fitness (it’s Flirty, not dirty)

Spring Ahead
Spring is right around the corner, so it’s time to spring ahead timewise. Remember to set your clocks
one hour ahead on Sunday, March
10 (at 2 a.m. if you want to be official)
so you’re not late for whatever your
Monday has in store.

Election, continued from pg. 1

when the village was undergoing rapid development and change.
For Ms. Blake, being a Board member was not only an opportunity to make a difference but also enabled her to serve as a role
model and expose their daughter to the importance of community
service.
For Ms. Blake, some positive results of serving on the Board
included the role the Village Board played in ensuring there was
resident input on the design and location of tot lots, the construction of Claret Hall, and residential development plans. The Board,
thanks to the contributions of then-member Kayle Simon, also
oversaw the transition of the newsletter into a self-sustaining and
more professional publication and implemented the current Association logo. In recent years some of the Village Board’s most visible accomplishments include traffic and safety improvements and
the installation of bike lanes on Great Star Drive.
Mohammad Saleem’s suggestion for members of the community is to, “Ask yourself, ‘How can I be helpful?’ Everyone can do
that.” His final thought on his time on the Village Board? “It was
very enjoyable. I recommend it.”
Want to “Make a Difference”? Run for Election
The Association is currently accepting nomination petitions
from individuals interested in running for the Village’s Board of
Directors (3 open seats) and the Columbia Council Representative.
The nomination period for these positions ends March 21. Residents interested in running must submit a nomination petition
signed by 10 River Hill residents age eighteen and older, a candidate statement (150 word max.), and a photo by 9 p.m. on March
21. For convenience, the petition is on page 7. Candidate Information Packets are available at Claret Hall and provide helpful information about the election process and position responsibilities.
This is an Advertisement.
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Spring Classes in
River Hill:
Ballet (Claret Hall)
Wed ongoing
6:45 p.m.
ages 6-8
			
7:30 p.m.
ages 9 and up
Call 240-750-0585 or e-mail ILovToDance@yahoo.com.

Booty Beat (Claret Hall)
M ongoing 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Call 410-794-6757 or visit www.dmikolasko.zumba.com to register.

Easy Method Driving School (Meeting Room)
M/W
ongoing
5:50 - 9:05 p.m.
Call 410-461-9090 or 1-877-461-9090 or
visit www.easymethoddrivingschool.com.

KidzArt (Claret Hall)				
T ongoing
1 - 2 p.m.
Call 410-489-0323 or visit www.KidzArtMD.com.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
Th ongoing
10 - 10:45 a.m. Ages 0 - 5
Now registering for spring and summer classes. For information
call 301-758-0304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
7:30 - 8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Zumba® (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
9:30 - 10:30 a.m. and 6 - 7 p.m.
Call 410-794-6757 or visit www.dmikolasko.zumba.com to register.

School News
Atholton HS Bull Roast
March 22 is Atholton’s Annual Bull Roast Fundraiser, which
benefits all River Hill HS athletic teams. The fun-filled, adult-only event will feature silent and live auctions, casino games, and
raffles. Donations are needed, and suggested items include boat
trips, hotel stays, antique furnishings, tickets to Broadway shows,
concerts and games, spirit wear, gift cards, discounted consumer
services and products, etc. Every donation will be recognized in
the program, and donation receipts will be sent to you. Tickets are
$50. For more information, contact 2013 Bull Roast Chair Sherri
Tatum at statum1@verizon.net or visit www.atholtonboosters.org/
athletics.

RHHStival
Howard County DrugFree and River Hill High School music
program are partnering to host RHHStival, a county-wide youth
music competition and Howard County’s Largest Rock Festival.
The event is on Saturday, March 23 from 6 to 11 p.m. at River Hill
High School. Tickets are $10 and can be purchased at www.seatyourself.biz/riverhillmusic or at the door. Event information can be
found at www.riverhillmusic.org. Contact Tim Meier at 301-8540419 or rtmeier54@gmail.com for more information.

Pointers Run RECC Program
The Pointers Run Regional Early Childhood Center (RECC)
toddler and preschool programs are now accepting applications
for classes for the 2013-2014 school year. These classes include
children with and without disabilities. The program’s focus is
helping all children develop communication, literacy, math, problem solving, and motor and social skills. Parents of children who
will be 3 and 4 years of age for the 2013-2014 school year may
pick up an application package in the school. All applications
must be returned by March 15. A limited number of openings are
available for children without disabilities. Contact Jane Berman at
410- 313-7142 for more information.

Spirit of Columbia Scholarship
The Columbia Association offers up to six $2500 education
awards to graduating high school seniors who exhibit exceptional
efforts in providing community service to benefit Columbia residents and those in the Columbia area. Applications and more
information are available at www.ColumbiaAssociation.com/
Scholarship or call 410-715-3161. Deadline March 15, 2013.

Teacher Receives TI:ME Award
The Technology Institute for Music Educators (TI:ME) has
named River Hill High School teacher Richard McCready as the
“2013 Mike Kovins TI:ME Teacher of the Year” for the many ways
he integrates music technology into music education. Mr. McCready has been teaching music since 1990 and music technology at RHHS since 2008. He is the Resource Teacher for Music
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School News
Technology for Howard County Public Schools, and trains music
staff in 12 high schools and 18 middle schools in teaching music
through technology. The award was established in the memory of
Mike Kovins, an early advocate for TI:ME with a vision for music
technology. TI:ME is a non-profit organization helping music
teachers integrate technology since 1995. See the article about
Mr. McCready written by Mike Lawson at www.ti-me.org/index.
php?option=com_content&view=article&id=986:2013-toty&catid=
40:latestnews&Itemid=129.

Ice Hockey Team Champions
Congratulations to the Atholton Raiders Ice Hockey Team who
are repeat Howard County Champions. They defeated Glenelg 4-1
on February 8.

The Pajama Game at RHHS
Set in 1954 Cedar Rapids, Iowa, this fast-paced tale centers
around the employees of the Sleep-Tite Pajama Factory. As the
factory workers dream of one day receiving an hourly wage increase, they are met with strong resistance from management.
The Pajama Game is a laugh-out-loud joyride of a show for the
entire family. Performance dates are March 7, 8 and 9 at 7 p.m.

and March 10 at 2 p.m. Tickets are $11 in advance and $12 at
the door. Advance ticket sale price will be honored at the door if
you bring a non-perishable food item for the Howard County Food
Bank. To purchase tickets in advance, visit “Seat yourself” at
http://www.seatyourself.biz/rhhs or contact Pam Land at pland@
hcpss.org or 410-313-7120.

School Calendar Information
The full 2013-14 school calendar is now available at www.
hcpss.org/news/calendars/.
The following days off are coming up:
March 28 – All Schools Close 3 hours early
March 29 – All Schools Closed for Good Friday
April 1-5 – All Schools Closed for Spring Break

Clarksville Middle School PTA
is on Facebook
Get all of the latest PTA and CMS information on Facebook.
Search Clarksville Middle School PTA on Facebook and request to
join. Once you are confirmed as a member, you will get the most
recent school information. Contact Missi at mhamet@verizon.net
with questions.
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Architectural News
RAC MEETING DATES
Application Deadline

Meeting Date

Tabled
6306 Golden Star Place

February 22, 2013

March 6, 2013

March 8, 2013

March 20, 2013

January 16, 2013

March 22, 2013

April 3, 2013

April 5, 2013

April 17, 2013

April 19, 2013

May 1, 2013

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

Fridays by 12 Noon

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m.
and applications are reviewed in the order that applicants signin. Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental
documentation, application amendments, or additional information that the RAC has requested.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agendas are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agendas are published in The Villager when the publication schedule
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision.
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

Upcoming RAC Agenda
The March 6 Agenda will be posted at Claret Hall and available
online at www.villageofriverhill.org/covenant-info/ beginning February 26.

AC Decisions
February 20, 2013
Pending
6212 Lilac Bush Lane
6623 Barley Corn Row
6306 Golden Star Place

Tree Removals
Fence: Paddock
Fence

February 6, 2013
Approved
6437 Sundown Trail
12020 Floating Clouds Path

Fence
Fence

Approved with Condition(s)
6409 Liquid Laughter Lane

Fence
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Approved with Condition(s)
6405 Empty Song Road

Fence

Patio

AC Fast Track Decisions
Approved
6636 Towering Oak Path
6415 Few Star Court

Tree Removal
Tree Removal

Planning Ahead for Spring &
Summer
Whether you’re preparing to sell your home or not, homeowners should think about keeping their biggest asset well maintained
and in good condition. It is part of the Covenants for maintenance
and it helps maintain the value of your home and the Village.
• Check your driveways. Is their pitting; are there cracks?
• Take a look at your lawn and gardening equipment. Make
sure that your equipment is in working order and don’t forget
to store your tools and machines properly after use.

Architectural News
•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•

How about that sloping lawn behind your house, are residents using it as a pit stop for their pets? You may have to reclaim your property. Replace the grass with ground cover that
stabilizes the soil in steep areas, always edge and maintain
the area so that it looks manicured and well maintained. Also
there are products that are not harmful to landscape or pets
that will keep pets from wanting to use your yard.
Is there loose or chipping paint? Scrape off the loose paint,
prime and then paint with a finish coat. If you’re using some
of the original paint that you’ve kept around for just such an
occasion, be prepared for a difference in sheen or color due to
weathering. Changing colors? Don’t forget to submit an Exterior Alteration Application.
Does your house need power washing? Are there missing
shingles? Is the exterior trim intact? Are the gutters and
downspouts attached properly? Do you have missing grids?
Do you have missing siding? Spring is the perfect time to take
care of these.
Clean your gutters.
Check your roof for leaks.
Open the windows and allow the house to air out.
Mow your lawn on a regular basis to help keep down mosquitoes, insects and pests.
Check your foundation to assure that there are no cracks. If
you have foundation cracks, have them repaired.

•
•
•

Consider a dehumidifier. Less humid air actually feels cooler
on the skin.
Buy a programmable thermostat.
Check your HVAC filters.

Move Trash Cans & Recycle
Bins from View
Driveways and other visible areas may not be used for storage
of trashcans or recycle bins. The following is a direct quote from
Article VIII, Section 8.06 of the Covenants: “If trash or other refuse is to be disposed of by being picked up and carried away on
a regular basis, containers may be placed in the open, on any day
that a pickup is made, at such a place on the lot so as to provide
access to persons making such a pickup. At all other times such
containers shall be stored in such a manner so they cannot be
seen from adjacent and surrounding property.” Trash containers
should have secure lids on them. Except for scheduled trash day,
containers should not be stored in view. No refuse, trash or bulk
items/materials may be accumulated or stored on any lot. Trash
should not be put out earlier than the afternoon prior to pickup
day and should be stored out of sight by sunset of the trash collection day. Information on the use of the Howard County landfill
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may be obtained by calling 410/313-5410. For other trash information call 410/313-SORT (7678).
The warm weather will be here soon; this may be the ideal
time to submit an Exterior Alteration for a trash can enclosure or
screened area where trash cans and recycle bins may be placed
and not be in violation of the River Hill Covenants and Legal Documents. Trash and recycle enclosures can help to promote public
health and safety, as well as to screen areas used for the storage
of trash and recycle receptacles from public view.
The application process is simple and approval usually takes
less than a month. (However, the Approval process can take up to
six weeks.)
Application Procedure:
Obtain an “Exterior Alteration Application” from the village office or online at www.villageofriverhill.org.
1. Identification of location – all applications should include
name, address, lot number, telephone number of applicant
(day & evening), and signature of owner. Please complete the
type of home, design and color of house and trim.
2. Description of changes – Describe the proposed alteration or
addition using extra paper if necessary. The application must
include a certified site (plat) plan (the diagram of your property that was attached to your purchase contract). You should
draw the proposed alteration in by hand. If available, also include a picture or detailed drawing, manufacturer’s drawing,
or photograph. Color samples, description and types of materials, all dimensions, must be included. Worksheets must

3.

4.

accompany applications for basketball equipment, play set,
deck and fence applications.
Acknowledgement signatures of at least 2 property owners of
the affected and /or adjacent property are requested. Signatures do not indicate approval or disapproval but ensure that
affected neighbors are aware that an exterior alteration has
been requested. Applications may be submitted without these
signatures if accompanied by an explanation.
Return the application to the Village office. Completed applications are due before 5 p.m. on the deadline date.

The 2013

Columbia
Home Tour

Sunday, June 2 2013
11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Embark on a self-guided tour
of distinct homes nestled in the
beautiful Columbia Villages!
Tickets will be available at Claret Hall
beginning April 15.

For More Information:

410-730-3987
www.columbiahometour.org
Proceeds to benefit Rebuilding Together
in Howard County, a charity that
performs home repairs and modifications
to improve safety and accessibility for
homeowners.
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AROUND TOWN
River Hill High School Annual Yard Sale
If you’ve begun your spring cleaning, the River Hill High School
SGA would like your gently used, no-longer-wanted items for its
annual yard sale on Saturday, March 16 from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m.
in the high school. If you’re shopping, come out and buy all kinds
of quality, inexpensive merchandise including clothes, electronics, books, toys, furniture, collectors’ items and much more. If you
have any questions about this event, please contact Sean Salisbury at: Salisbury34@verizon.net or 443-896-8645, or visit riverhill.org for additional information. Proceeds from the sale will go
to Change Matters.

Medicare 101 - What You
Can Expect From Medicare
Are you currently on Medicare or will you soon be? Do you help
someone who has Medicare as his or her health insurance? This
free presentation covers how Medicare Parts A (Hospital), B (Medical) and D (Prescription Drug) work, what the benefits are, and
when you should make decisions related to your coverage. Find
out about benefit programs that can help pay for Medicare health
care costs. One is on Wednesday, March 6 at 7 p.m. at The Bain
Center, 5470 Ruth Keeton Way, Columbia 21044; the other is on
Wednesday, April 3 at 11 a.m. at the Kiwanis Wallas Recreation
Center, 3300 Norbert’s Way, Ellicott City 21042. Sponsored by
the Senior Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP), Howard
County Office on Aging. Register by calling 410-313-7391.

Medicare 102 Why Medicare Isn’t Enough
Learn about Medicare Part C/Health Plans and Medicare Supplement Policies (Medigap Plans) at this free presentation. What
should you consider when deciding if a Medicare Health Plan,
such as an HMO, PPO, Cost Plan or Private Fee for Service Plan,
is the right choice for you? Attend this free presentation sponsored by the Senior Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP),
Howard County Office on Aging. Learn how the different Medigap
plans cover the gaps (out of pocket expenses) of Original Medicare, how they are priced, the best time to enroll, and how to protect yourself and Medicare from health care fraud. Sessions will
be held Wednesday, March 20 at 7 p.m. at The Bain Center, 5470
Ruth Keeton Way, Columbia 21044; or Wednesday April 17 11
a.m. at Kiwanis Wallas Recreation Center, 3300 Norbert’s Way,
Ellicott City 21042. Register by calling 410-313-7391.

Annual St. Louis Italian Dinner
St. Louis Catholic Church Youth Ministry presents The 32nd Annual Italian Dinner on Sunday, March 10 from 1 to 6 p.m. (this is
a different time from last year) in The St. Louis Auditorium off of
Route 108 & 32. Spaghetti with homemade meatballs & sauce (or
lasagna if you prefer) will be served. All meals include soda/coffee/tea, salad, garlic bread, and homemade desserts. Tickets are
$10/adult, $5/children (10 & under), $12/Lasagna, $15/Combo
Spaghetti/Lasagna & $40/Immediate family of 6. Proceeds from
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dinner support Youth Ministry activities. Peak time is from 4 to 6
p.m. Call 410-531-6668 for more info.

PJ Library
Jewish children in Howard County are now eligible to participate
in PJ Library, a national program created by the Harold Grinspoon Foundation and run in conjunction with local communities. This program provides free, age-appropriate Jewish-content
books each month to any Jewish child residing in Howard County ages six months through six years old who is enrolled. Each
month the child will receive a book or music CD in the mail. The
books are beautifully illustrated and are about Jewish values, holidays and folk tales. The books come with reading guides to help
parents discuss and do activities with their children around the
themes found in the books. Howard County families with children
ages 6 months – 6 years can sign up at www.jewishhowardcounty.
org. In addition, families can participate in scheduled PJ Library
activities throughout the year including “PJ Library Shabbat Tots”
which takes place once a month from 10 to noon in the Jewish
Federation Offices, 10630 Little Patuxent Parkway, Columbia on
April 12, May 3, and June 7.

Yard Sale and Carnival
Linden-Linthicum United Methodist Church will host a Community Yard Sale and Carnival on April 20 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
the church, 12101 Linden Linthicum Lane. Yard Sale spaces are
available to the public for $10 per parking lot space. Please call
410-531-5653 or email beth@l-lumc.org to reserve a space. In addition to the yard sale, the event will feature carnival games for
kids, food vendors, cake walk, face painting, book sale, and other
children’s activities. All funds raised will be used to support the
youth’s summer mission trips.

The Longfellow Garden Club
of Howard County
Everyone is invited to participate in these activities. All meetings
are at the Bain Center at 7 p.m. March 14, Butterfly Gardening
and April 11, All About Herbs. Refreshments will be served and
admission is free. For more info, call M. Smith at 443-803-4850.

Coffee & Conversation
The Board of Education of Howard County invites you to share a
cup of coffee and chat informally with Board members. All are invited to the next meeting on Saturday, March 9 at 9:30 a.m. at the
Wilde Lake High School Media Center, 5460 Trumpeter Road, Columbia.

Howard County Conservancy Art Show
The Fourth Annual Juried Art Show and Auction is from March
14 to April 18. This event is open to all original art and photography media including outdoor sculpture, from traditional to contemporary work, using a variety of techniques and imaginative
interpretations. To apply and for more details please visit www.hcconservancy.org or 410-465-8877.
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Jazz It Up With NAMI
NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) Howard County is
pleased to announce that tickets are now on sale for Jazz It Up
With NAMI: Jazz Night and Silent Auction. This exciting evening
will be held on Friday, March 8 at 7 p.m. at Ten Oaks Ballroom,
5000 Signal Bell Lane, Clarksville, MD 21029. Tickets are $35
individual, $60 couple, or $300 table of ten and includes hors
d’oeuvres and soft drinks, with a cash bar available throughout
the evening. To purchase tickets visit www.nami.org/sites/namihowardcounty or call NAMI at 410-772-9300.

Maryland Home & Garden Show
The 32nd Annual Maryland Home & Garden Show offers over 300
exhibitors, a craft show, free seminars, and Horticulture Hall.
Hours are 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Saturday, March 9 and 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. on Friday and Sunday, March 8 and 10. Tickets are $12
for adults / $10 for seniors / $3 for children 6 and over. Maryland
State Fairgrounds, 2200 York Road, Timonium. More information
at www.mdhomeandgarden.com/spring.

Off the Beaten Path Gallery Tour Series
Facilitated by tour coordinator and local artist Chaya Schapiro,
this Columbia Art Center-Sponsored tour takes you to local galleries and artists’ studios in the comfort of a driven van. Lunch is on
your own at a fashionable restaurant. DC galleries are being featured on April 4 from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Tickets are $40. More
information at www.ColumbiaArtCenter.org or call 410-730-0075.

Leprechaun 8K Charity Run
You can walk or run in this Charity 8K and help raise funds for
Tanzanian Children’s Project and Howard County ARC. Begin at
the Shrine of St. Anthony in Ellicott City on Saturday, April 6.
There are lots of awards, refreshments, Irish music, and you’ll receive a free t-shirt. Register at www.active.com and search “Leprechaun 8K.”

Distracted Driving Info Session
HC DrugFree and Atholton High School PTSA are partnering to invite young drivers and parents to learn the dangers of using alcohol and other drugs, texting, and more while driving. It takes place
on Thursday, March 14 at 7 p.m. in the Atholton High School
Media Center, 6520 Freetown Road, Columbia.

Easter for Kids
Christ Lutheran Church in Clarksville invites children to its 2013
Easter for Kids program, “Easter Means . . .,” on Saturday, March
23 from 9 a.m. to noon. The program is for children pre-K through
8th grade and is free. To register, call Audrey at 410-730-5209 or
e-mail office@chirstlutheran.net or visit www.christlutheran.net.

COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS
Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting –
Our Passion is Your Pets

Spring Break Camp in Clarksville by
Peiying Chinese School

Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday,
overnight) New Client Discount. Jobs available: pet lovers, please
apply. Contact: www.PetSittinginMd.com; jneckritz@comcast.net,
443-745-8309.

Day camp (8:30–5:30) during spring break (4/1-4/5). Learn Chinese language, Culture, Art, Papercut, Calligraphy, Cooking,
Chess, Drama, Martial Art, Ping Pong and more. Multiple years
of camp experiences. Certified teachers. Contact: peiyingchineseschool@gmail.com or 443-535-0960.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture, Art, Silver,
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+yr experience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Air Conditioning & Heating Made Easy
Need your Furnace or Heat Pump or Air Conditioner replaced?
Need a Humidifier or Air Cleaner? Call Donnie at 301-854-9994.
Licensed and Insured. River Hill resident. MD State HVACR
Lic#01-7754.

Painting & Projects
Zebra Painting & Projects, Inc. has been working in Howard County since 2003. Trusted for all your painting, wood repair, and
handyman services. www.paintmaryland.com or 443-472-2887.
MHIC 90841. Zebra Painting is an Angie’s List contractor.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration!
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support including Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more.
Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com
or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand running, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771,
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Doggie Playdate?
If you have a fenced yard and a pup, I’d love to bring my active 2 yr
old mixed lab over to play. Email me at rach_cutler@hotmail.com.

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com
Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

Red Mango
443-546-4798

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Tower Federal Credit Union
301-497-7000

Everett Jewelers
410-531-7990

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

The UPS Store
410-531-9861

Giant Food
410-531-7831

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

River Hill Sports Grille
410-531-7900

Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052

Panda Kitchen
410-531-7866

Subway
410-531-7982
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Clarksville Rotary

Porsche Cayenne “S” For Sale

Clarksville Rotary meets every Tuesday morning from 7:45 to 9
a.m. at Claret Hall in River Hill. Everyone is welcome to stop by
and see how the Clarksville Rotary supports your community.
Contact John Moseman if you have any questions at 410-9357185.

Excellent Condition. 55,800 miles / V8-4.8 liter / Navigation /
Roof rack / Towing pkg / Heated seats / Premium wheels / Off
road tech / New brakes in 2012 / Black. Must see!! Unbelievable
buy! $29,950. Call 443-538-6000.

Let Us Do All the Dirty Work

Reike Workshop—Stressed—Need Healing?

Junk, debris, and snow removal services available 7 days a week.
Same day service. No contracts. www.marylandjunkhauling.com
or call 443-472-2887.

Energy healing Level I February 23 OR March 30; Level II April 27;
Level III June 1. Healing sessions also available. Feel better book
today! Sign up at www.LastingLightReiki.com.

think greenberries for spring!

Save This Ad—Handyman

Brand new eco-friendly wooden toys, handmade accessories, &
baby shower gifts. Plan Toys, Haba, Green Toys, more. Plus
nearly new spring wear from Gap, Gymboree, Ralph Lauren, Janie
& Jack, Lilly, Hanna and more. Large maternity section plus a
host of workshops for expecting and new parents. Open 7 days/
week. 6925 Oakland Mills Road. Call 410-290-6253 or visit us at
www.greenberriescompany.com or
www.facebook.com/greenberries.

Tree/shrub, leaf removal, gutter, landscape, roof, siding/trim,
vent, masonry/brick, fence, carpentry, drywall, patios/steps/
walls, drainage, sky light cleaning, painting, deck, chimney, chalking, flood light bulbs, shelving, senior/business retrofit, child/
pet/pest barrier. Mike 410-290-9728.

Tutor
Reading and Math K-5, Lab School Trained, Former Teacher. Certified in Orton-Gillingham and Phono-Graphix. Specializing in
children with Learning Differences. Ginny Ward 410-992-1885,
ginnyward@verizon.net.
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River Hill Community Residents
Are Eligible to Join Tower
Take advantage of Tower’s lower loan rates,
free checking and no or low fee services.

Save Money
on Interest
Transfer Balances to a
Tower Credit Card

4.99% APR

Balance Transfer Rate
for 12 Months
No TraNsfer fee

Visit the Clarksville Branch in the River Hill Village Center.
Apply online at towerfcu.org.

301-497-7000 • 800-787-8328

Only applications and balance transfer account information received by April 30, 2013 will receive special 4.99% balance transfer rate. The special rate is effective
for 12 months from the initial transfer date. Then it will revert to our everyday, low 10.9% APR. Transfers from a Tower MasterCard® are not eligible.
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