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These businesses support the Village of River 
Hill through their advertising. 
Columbia Family Eye Care
Cornerstone Remodeling
Hilltop Early Learning Center 
Harold Howard’s Painting Service 
Kimco Realty
Kumon Math & Reading Center 
Shun Lu Re/Max 100
River Hill Wine & Spirits

Mr. Handyman
Northrop Realty
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
Eileen Robbins/Long & Foster
Vanguard Orthodontics 
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.
Harry Witzke Funeral Home

Food Trucks. Everyone loves them, right? Well, not ex-
actly. They certainly have become very trendy in recent 
years. They are no longer just purveyors of hot dogs, ice 
cream, and pretzels. Many operators are using them to 
enter the food and beverage industry at a less capital-in-
tensive level with the added benefits of reaching different 
markets and having flexibility. What was once a common 
sight in cities, think Philadelphia or along the Mall area 
in Washington D.C., food trucks have grown in number 
and improved quality and selection. It is now possible to 
enjoy Greek food, seafood, barbeque, waffles, and much 
more from the side of a truck. Food trucks have expanded 
into the suburbs and can be found in Howard County in 
the parking lots of service stations, in office parks, at fes-
tivals and special occasion events, and even on residential 
streets in the Village of River Hill. 

You may have seen chatter on Facebook, NextDoor, and 
other social media sites about the presence of food trucks 
in our community. They are a topic that the association’s 
Board of Directors has been hearing about lately. While 
the association has learned that food trucks have been 

Neighborhood Food Trucks 
Discussed in River Hill

Village Elections Coming in April

Election Committee Members Needed
The association’s Annual Meeting and elections for 

the Board of Directors and Columbia Council Rep-
resentative will take place on April 24, 2021. We are 

currently seeking residents to serve on the Election Com-
mittee. This short-term commitment begins this month 
and ends following the acceptance of the election results. 
The committee is responsible for establishing the rules 
and regulations necessary to conduct an orderly election, 
organizing a Candidates’ Forum when there is a contest-
ed election, and helping on election day. In 2021, due to 
the pandemic, use of absentee ballots will be emphasized 
and the committee will be instrumental in overseeing relat-
ed changes in the voting process. Members of the associa-
tion eligible to vote in the next election are eligible to serve 
on the committee. However, Election Committee members 
may not be a candidate for office or actively campaign for 
or against any candidate. 

Now is also the time for River Hill residents to consider 
giving back to the community. We need candidates to run 
for positions on the River Hill Board of Directors (RHBOD) 
and to represent the village on the Columbia Council. This 
year, there will be 3 open positions on the Board of Direc-
tors. Each term is for two years, May 1, 2021 – April 30, 
2023. The RHBOD meets one Monday per month, except in 
March and April when there are two meetings. To find out 
more about the responsibilities of serving on the RHBOD 
and to determine if serving is a good fit for you, residents 
are invited to attend an upcoming meeting, speak with 

Continued on Page 9

Food truck set up on Empty Song Lane for a neighborhood 
social distanced gathering.

Continued on Page 5
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Direct:  443.393.3206 |  Office: 410.531.0321 |  NorthropRealty.com

Visit NorthropRealty.com/Listings to see more of our listings.

MAPLE LAWN FARMS $2,100,000
11620 Federal Street

PATUXENT CHASE $1,850,000
4962 Valley View Overlook

FOREST GLEN $1,850,000
11536 Manorstone Lane

FULTON $1,650,000
12580 Hall Shop Road

SYKESVILLE $1,400,000
1765 Sykesville Road

PATUXENT CHASE $1,200,000
4807 River Crossing Court

CATTAIL CREEK $1,100,000
3656 Broadleaf Court

GLENELG $900,000
14706 Lear Court

STONE LAKE $835,000
8600 River Glade Run

MEADOWBROOK $700,000
4660 Pinto Court

SHIPLEYS GRANT $570,000
5985 Glen Willow Way

HUNT CLUB ESTATES $540,000
6689 Hunter Road

GLENWOOD $500,000
2935 Route 97

SYKESVILLE $430,000
13239 Old Frederick Road

HARWOOD PARK $425,000
6415 Loudon Avenue

HOWARD’S RIDGE $410,000
3322 Honey Bee Court

WILDE LAKE $370,000
10257 Wilde Lake Ter

LONG REACH $310,000
8353 Silver Trumpet Drive

WHITNEY TOWN CENTER $305,000
10717 Symphony Way #205

KINGS CONTRIVANCE $200,000
7543 Weather Worn Way #B
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Village Manager: 
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Covenant Advisor: 
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Facility Coordinator: 
Eudene Rossi, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Communications Coordinator: 
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Events Coordinator: 
Lesley Ahmuty, events@villageofriverhill.org

Administrative Assistant: 
riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Via phone, or in person by appointment only.
Monday-Thursday, by appt. 9 a.m.–2 p.m.

Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to: 
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

River Hill Community 
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle

Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 410-531-1769

Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:  

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz

Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com

RIVER HILL BOARD
Adam White, Chair  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . djadamwhite@gmail.com 
Harjeet Jandu, Vice Chair . . . . . . . . .  janduharjeet@icloud.com
Tony Miceli  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . mathman2121@gmail.com
Matthew Levine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  goofylevine@outlook.com
Jian Ni   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  jianni.cmu@gmail.com 

Student Committee:
Alex Oh
Shyam Pillai

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Renee DuBois, 443-686-0702  . . Renee.DuBois@ca-board.org

All meetings are being held virtually until 
further notice. Agendas are posted online at 
www.villageofriverhill.org on the Friday prior 
to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to 
attend Resident Speak-Out during each board 
meeting. If you have written material you 
would like the Board to review, please email 
it to manager@villageofriverhill.org by the 
Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved 
minutes are available for review online. For 
additional information, please call or email 
the village office. (Contact info at left.)

NEXT VIRTUAL BOARD MEETINGS: Feb-
ruary 1, March 1 and March 15 at 7 p.m. 
Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view 
the Board Meeting Agendas & Minutes.

VIRTUAL Board Meeting Schedule

Board Highlights . . .
January 4, 2021

• Heard from multiple residents regarding the presence of 
food trucks in the community and discussed the issues.

• Declined the request from Dr. and Mrs. Greenberger to 
reimburse them for expenses.

• Agreed to hire Arthur Law Group, LLC to conduct an 
audit of association documents, policies, and proce-
dures.

• Minutes Approved: December 7, 2020.
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 Renee DuBois, River Hill Representative to 
 Columbia Council and the CA Board of Directors.
 Email: renee.dubois@ca-board.org.
Disclaimer: This column reflects the views of Renee DuBois 
only and not those of the CA Board or the River Hill Board 
of Directors. 

Council Corner: 

CA Should Work to Diminish Disparity and Division
Columbia is a vibrant kaleidoscope of multi-generation-

al cultures and ethnicities and will be stronger if we work 
together to meet the needs of our community. While the 
quality of life is generally high, there are disparities be-
tween various villages and neighborhoods. Columbia Asso-
ciation (CA) should be committed to serving as the catalyst 
to unite its stakeholders. CA can accomplish this by creat-
ing a collaborative spirit that helps foster strong relation-
ships with the villages and state and local governments, 
by investing the annual assessments it receives from prop-
erty owners to enhance CA Open Space, and by providing 
recreational offerings to a greater number of our neigh-
bors, especially children. Howard County has a sound 
infrastructure with exceptional schools, bringing many 
young families to our community to put down roots and 
raise their families in Columbia’s villages. It should be the 
role of CA leadership to motivate, engage, and inspire new 
community leaders willing to contribute their time and tal-
ent to the Columbia community. This spring, the Village 
of River Hill will be holding elections for the Village Board 
of Directors and the Columbia Council Representative po-
sition. Participation in the election process by running for 
a position, volunteering to serve on the Election Commit-
tee, or voting is essential to enriching the tapestry of our 
inclusive and close-knit community. Further, the Village of 

River Hill and CA have committees with a multitude of vol-
unteer opportunities, I encourage you to contact the village 
office at Claret Hall for further information.

For too long, Howard County government and other 
local governmental agencies have operated independently 
from CA. This stretches resources while CA and the coun-
ty do their best to achieve specific objectives in the absence 
of a common direction. There has been overlap at the CA, 
county, and state levels; and yet many of our neighbors 
still lack the services they desire at affordable prices. CA 
needs to become the leader in providing services to improve 
the quality of life for every resident of Columbia, especially 
when it comes to the outdoor pools, teen drop-in centers, 
and village events. Further, CA should make a commit-
ment to increase transparency and accountability, to serve 
as a model of fiscal and operational efficiency, while meet-
ing the needs of our multi-generational, multi-ethnic, and 
multi-cultural community.         
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Resources for Residents 50+ 
Howard County’s Office on Aging and Independence 

promotes the full inclusion of persons with disabilities, ad-
dresses the needs of an increasingly diverse cultural com-
munity, and supports the desires of our citizens to remain 
independent as they grow older. Their commitment to a 
“No Wrong Door” approach makes it easier for older adults, 
caregivers, adults with disabilities and their families to find 
the services they need.

The office’s 2021 Howard County Resource Guide 
is now available online at www.howardcountymd.gov/
Departments/Community-Resources-and-Services/Of-
fice-on-Aging-and-Independence. The guide includes infor-
mation on the County’s 50+ Centers, caregiver programs, 
and a multitude of services. Readers will find information 
on programs promoting health, nutrition education and 
counseling, and resources to help answer questions about 
Medicare and Medicaid. Prefer a paper copy of the resource 
guide? Contact Maryland Access Point at 410-313-1234.

In the time of COVID-19, while the 50+ centers are 
closed, the Office on Aging and Independence has pivot-
ed to offering a full complement of virtual classes and pro-
grams. Check out the February 2021 newsletter which is 
available at the link above. Offerings include new fitness 
initiatives, the Next Steps program for individuals moving 
through loss, Coffee & Chat sessions with center staff, and 
many free fitness classes and educational and creative pro-
grams. 

Election Volunteers, from pg 1
current board members, and to contact the Village Man-
ager. We also encourage you to explore our website www.
villageofriverhill.org to learn more about the associa-
tion’s operations and responsibilities. The village’s Colum-
bia Council Representative is an ex officio member of the 
RHBOD and serves as a member of the Columbia Associa-
tion’s (CA) Board of Directors. If dealing with issues affect-
ing Columbia are of interest and you value the programs, 
services, and amenities offered by CA, then serving on the 
CA Board is worth considering. This position also has a 
2-year term. All CA Board meetings and work sessions are 
currently being held virtually. To find out more, visit www.
columbiaassociation.org. When finalized, candidate infor-
mation packets will be available online and by request at 
Claret Hall.

Residents planning to run for election must complete 
a nomination petition containing a minimum of ten, veri-
fiable signatures from River Hill residents ages 18+. Can-
didate nomination petitions will be available beginning 
March 1. All petitions must be submitted to the Election 
Committee by March 21.

To volunteer to serve on the Election Committee, con-
tact the Village Manager at manager@villageofriverhill.org 
or 410-531-1749. 
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$715,000 $25k Above Full Price!
6020 Pure Sky Place, Clarksville

$865,000
6125 Trotter Ridge Court, Columbia

$855,000
5892 Indian Summer Drive in River Hill

$818,000 $18k Above Full Price!
6512 Ballymore Lane, Clarksville

$1.2 M
5520 Smallwood Court, Clarksville

1 ACRE ESTATE  $1.2M
4273 Buckskin Wood Dr., Ellicott City

Shun Lu, Ph.D, Realtor
410-440-7738 (c) 
410.730.6100 (o) 
ShunLu@ReMax.net
ShunLuTeam.com

• A pro-active selling approach.
• Attention to details throughout the entire selling process.
• Thorough market analysis & careful planning for a highly effective strategy.
• Professional home staging at no extra cost to you. 
• Professional photography & color brochures. 
• Bilingual online & print advertising including social media campaigns.
• Wider networks for real and qualified buyers. 
• EVERY listing sold fast and for top dollar!

A Resident of Clarksville

Unparalleled Quality  — Every Listing Sold Fast & For Top Dollar

Why List Your Home with Shun Lu?

Call TODAY at 
(410) 440-7738 for a  
FREE home evaluation!
     Shun Lu, Ph.D. REALTOR®

100

SOLD IN 5 DAYS!

SOLD IN 5 DAYS! SOLD IN 5 DAYS!

SOLD

COMING SOON

SOLD IN 7 DAYS!

SOLD IN 9 DAYS!

$800,000
2925 Summer Hill Drive, West Friendship

River Hill, $710,000
Above Full Price, 6064 Countless Stars Rn

SOLD IN 6 DAYS!
SOLD IN 4 DAYS!

5125 Sheppard Ln., Ellicott City
Stately Brick Manor home on  

4.5 acre of private land! 
5 bedrooms, 4.5 bathrooms, custom 

upgrades throughout, beautifully 
updated, great views of woods,  

lush landscaping. Close to  
River Hill schools, shopping centers.  
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tern/Mentor course at school. 
Howard EcoWorks is a local 
nonprofit organization based 
in Columbia whose mission 
is to empower communities 
and diverse workforces to re-
spect and restore our natural 
systems for future genera-
tions. Howard EcoWorks has 
installed more than 120 small 
best-management practic-
es (BMPs) throughout How-
ard County, including rain 
gardens, conservation land-
scapes, native tree plantings, 
rain barrels, and more. With the help of Howard EcoWorks, 
Chloe has developed a website that shows how to improve 
stormwater management through small, medium, and 
large actions. Please visit https://sites.google.com/view/
hoco-runoff to find out more! 

Teen Talk: 
How Online Learning has 
Changed Students Forever
By Alex Oh and Members of the Teen Advisory Committee

“Two weeks off from school? I could use a quick break 
right now,” I thought to myself when we left the school 
building on March 13, 2020, for what we didn’t know 
might be one of the last times. Quickly, weeks turned into 
months, and now almost one whole year. 

Going into my senior year of high school, simply put, 
this isn’t what I expected. Our lives have changed from sit-
ting in front of the chalkboard with our friends to sitting 
alone in front of our laptops. Student-teacher interactions 
are as minimal as ever, and many students have never even 
seen one another. 

Well, not all is bad. With every change comes positive 
developments as well. No more waking up at 6 a.m. to get 
ready for school. No more walking out in sub-freezing tem-
peratures to get to school.

To get a better idea of our experiences, I reached out to 
each of our TAC members for their input.

Trinity: “It’s been hard staying connected - we used to 
see all our friends and teachers every day, and now we’re 
lucky if we even get to see a classmate’s face, much less 
hear their voice. Getting more sleep has been great though; 
it’s much easier to be attentive and engaged when you’re 
not half asleep.”

Maddie: “Not having sports has also been a struggle 
with online school, as that takes away from being social 
and active. Having a later start time has definitely been 
nice though!”

Arthur: “Online school has been a struggle. It’s so much 
harder than learning in person. But we’re on the home 
stretch now. Just a little bit more and we will eventually be 
done with the pandemic!”

Jennifer: “I really enjoy having a later start time, but it 
kind of feels like I’m doing the exact same thing every day 
and it’s becoming a little tiring.”

Serena: “While it has been tough not being able to see 
students and teachers in person, I am grateful that we can 

Open Space Adopt-a-Spot
CA is excited to introduce their new Adopt-a-Spot pro-

gram! This provides a new way for residents to take charge 
of their Open Space and ensure native plants are the norm.

 You may have heard of the Weed Warriors, an army of 
volunteer leaders trained and certified to remove non-na-
tive invasive plants in Open Space. The program was start-
ed back in 2013 and is a collaboration with the University 
of Maryland Extension Services and Howard Community 
College to provide in-class and outdoor field training. The 
eight hours of training covers hand tool safety, personal 
protection against insects and toxic plants, non-native in-
vasive plant identification and removal techniques and ap-
propriate native plants as replacements. 

Certified Weed Warriors go on to supervise groups of 
volunteers on designated invasive weed removal tasks. 
The best part is CA provides hand tools, gloves, contractor 
grade trash bags and first aid equipment.

CA’s Open Space team has been working hard to iden-
tify areas where the Weed Warriors have been removing in-
vasive plants and replacing them over and over again. The 
goal is to match Weed Warriors with these “spots,” and 
start the process of removing unwanted plants and putting 
in native plants on a consistent basis. That means visiting 
the space twice a year over the course of three years to pull 
the invasive varieties and plant native ones.

CA provides necessary seeds or plants for the area, 
along with hand tools, gloves, contractor trash bags and 
first aid materials for Pull and Plants. Additionally, pulled 
material is picked up by CA staff. This all takes our Weed 
Warriors to another level, making them ongoing stewards of 
these sections of Open Space.

The Village of River Hill currently has one Open Space 
spot available for adoption. It is located at the corner of 
the path below the Wild Orange Gate cul-de-sac heading to 
Countless Stars Run. There are additional spots available 
for adoption in other Columbia Villages such as Wilde Lake, 
Hickory Ridge and Long Reach.

You must be a certified Weed Warrior to Adopt-a-Spot. 
To become certified or become a “spot parent,” contact En-
vironmental Program Manager Danielle Tyeryar at  Dan-
ielle.Tyeryar@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

New Website: How to Better 
Manage Stormwater Runoff

Stormwater runoff is a serious problem that affects all 
properties in the Chesapeake Bay watershed, including 
yours! Rainwater that falls on roofs, driveways, and other 
hard surfaces does not have the opportunity to absorb into 
the ground and thus becomes stormwater runoff. Storm-
water runoff picks up pollutants on the ground such as oil 
from our cars or fertilizers on our lawns and washes them 
into storm drains that ultimately feed directly into our local 
waterways. This pollution flows through our local streams 
and creeks, into the Middle Patuxent River, and eventual-
ly the Chesapeake Bay, all while harming each ecosystem 
along its journey. 

Chloe Hoffmeister, a junior at River Hill High School, is 
trying to help educate local residents about the many ways 
to better manage stormwater runoff from their properties. 
Chloe has interned at Howard EcoWorks as part of the In-

A rain garden is one way to better 
manage the water that runs off of 
hard surfaces on your property. 
The right combination of plants, 
rocks, soil and mulch in a carefully 
planned location catches and filters 
stormwater runoff.
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still have the opportunity to connect with each other online 
through these difficult times.”

To me, the saying, “We don’t truly appreciate what we 
have until it’s gone,” really shines through. Sure, school 
may have been a drag at times both in person and online, 
but maybe someday we will miss our extra sleep just as we 
miss our friends and classmates today.

New at the Village Center: 
River Hill Wine & Spirits 

Krishna Patel, a single mother of a 6-year-old daugh-
ter, is the new owner of River Hill Wine & Spirits. Formerly 
known as Vintage Cellars, the liquor store is located in the 
River Hill Village Shopping Center. “I took over the busi-
ness in October with a focus on improving the selection 
and pricing for my neighbors,” Krishna explained. “Anyone 
who walks in the door will be happy with the variety and 
our service!”

Krishna was warmly welcomed to the community and is 
working hard to earn the loyalty of the residents. She and 
her team strive to deliver exceptional customer service and 
listen to their customers to find out what their needs are. 
“My team goes above  and beyond to help the customers 
find what they are looking for and will even walk out and 
load purchases into their car for them.” 

The store offers an expansive selection of wine and li-
quors including more than 1000 craft beers. They even 
offer a rewards program for regular customers! Each pur-
chase earns points and when a customer reaches 200 
points, they receive a $10 coupon for a future purchase.  

Krishna and her staff invite you to visit the store and 
sign up for the rewards program. She is confident you will 
be pleased with the selection and pricing as well as their 
exceptional customer service. 

The River Hill Wine & Spirits store is located at The 
River Hill Village Center, 6030 Daybreak Circle, Clarksville. 
Store Hours  are Mon-Thu 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri & Sat 10 
a.m.-10 p.m. and Sun 10 a.m.-8 p.m. They can be reached 
at 410-531-7860. (See coupon on page 12.)

Development Updates
Progress continues to be made on various development 

projects located just outside the boundaries of the Village 
of River Hill. 

Erickson Living at Limestone Valley (ZB 1118M) – 
The Howard County Zoning Board is continuing to hear 
the case before deciding on the zoning change needed to 
enable plans for the continuing care retirement communi-
ty to move forward. The next hearing will be held virtually 
on February 10 at 6 p.m. with the opposition continu-
ing to present their case. All hearings are live streamed 
via WebEx. Visit https://cc.howardcountymd.gov/Zon-
ing-Land-Use/Zoning-Board to register to attend. The 
prior hearings may be viewed by clicking on “Watch Us” at 
https://cc.howardcountymd.gov.

River Hill Square – Starbucks and SECU are open for 
business and other retail tenants coming to this Clarksville 
location include Cold Stone Creamery, Salon Suna, and 
Polished Nails and Lashes. Progress is being made on the 
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present on several streets in the community over the last 6 
– 7 months, specific concerns have been raised about the 
trucks parked on Empty Song Road on Friday evenings. 
These trucks, and likely others in the area, have been ar-
ranged by residents living in the neighborhood, not the 
community association. From what the Board has learned, 
residents have arranged for the trucks to provide a way 
to stay connected with friends and neighbors during the 
pandemic, support small businesses that are struggling to 
make it in the current environment, offer food options that 
supplement those available locally, and to generally create 
a little fun and lift spirits. However, for some residents the 
experience is wearing thin and others have raised concerns 
worthy of consideration. 

COVID-related issues, vehicular and pedestrian safe-
ty, and the impact on adjoining and surrounding proper-
ties are some of the issues mentioned. Another concern is 
what happens when things return to “normal?” Will the 
trucks continue to come now that they know the market 
exists? Will uninvited trucks decide to park in other parts 
of the village and establish an ongoing presence? How 
many trucks in how many locations are ok? The associa-
tion has learned, the county does not have restrictions on 

food trucks parking in residential neighbor-
hoods provided they are legally parked, have 
valid tags and are operable, and there is ade-
quate access for emergency vehicles.

At the January 4 meeting of the Board of 
Directors, many River Hill residents shared 
their views, both pro and con, on the mat-
ter. There were many good suggestions, like 
relocating the trucks to other streets in the 
community, using the pool parking lot, and 
forming a committee to work on the issue. In a 
perfect world, the logical step might be for the 
association to take over responsibility for or-
ganizing food truck nights on a regular basis. 
This is an option. However, staff time and the 
related financial costs are factors that require 
evaluation, especially given pandemic-related 
budget constraints. Last summer, association 
staff did investigate holding a food truck event 
at the pool parking lot. At the time, CA was not 
issuing any license agreements for use of its 
Open Space and that ended that idea. There 
is good news. CA is considering permitting ice 
cream and food trucks at the pools this sum-
mer and they are developing a license agree-
ment that addresses COVID.

Before making any decisions, the Board of 
Directors wants to hear from residents who 
have not already shared their opinions on hav-
ing food trucks in the community. If you have 
suggestions or would be willing to serve on a 
committee to investigate options and/or orga-
nize food truck events, let us know. The best 
way to provide your input is to submit it by 
February 19 to manager@villageofriverhill.org. 
Let’s work together to find ways to build com-
munity while staying safe and being consider-
ate of one another.

Food Truck Nights, from pg 1Five Guys burger restaurant and the new Clarksville US 
Post Office, both of which are expected to open in the next 
month or so. Retail space is still available. 

Cedar Creek Residential Community – This new de-
velopment of single family detached homes and townhous-
es located on Grace Drive is ahead of schedule. Watch for 
the first model home to open to the public before the end 
of February and the townhouse models to open soon there-
after. Weather permitting, the entrance signage and fence 
features are expected to be installed in February with land-
scaping to follow in the spring. Lots in the first phase are 
ready for sale; but they won’t be made available until the 
models open. The project has already generated a lot of in-
terest and NVHomes is currently taking names of interest-
ed buyers,

Robinson Overlook – This low, moderate, and mixed-in-
come rental complex, also located on Grace Drive, is going 
up quickly. Per The Merriweather Post blog (September 3, 
2020) there will be “48 total units, 43 of which will be re-
served for lease to residents earning a range up to 60% of 
the area median income, with five more units leased with-
out income restrictions. It will include 8 one-bedroom, 19 
two-bedroom, and 21 three-bedroom units. Eight of the 
units will be set aside for persons with disabilities.” The 
first occupants are expected to arrive this summer.
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School News

New to the 
Neighborhood? We’re 
Glad You’re Here!
    Please make an 
appointment to stop by Claret 
Hall for a Welcome Packet and small gift. Whether you have 
lived in Columbia or are new to the area, there’s lots to get 
acquainted with. (Welcome Packets and gifts are for River Hill 
CPRA-assessed properties only.)
    Call 410-531-1749 to make an appointment or visit  
www.villageofriverhill.org for more information.

Board Approves 2021-2022 
Academic Calendar

The Howard County Board of Education approved the 
HCPSS 2021-2022 academic calendar during its meeting 
on January 7. The next school year will begin on August 
30, 2021, for students and on August 19, 2021, for school 
staff. Winter break will be December 23-31, 2021, with 
schools reopening on Monday, January 3, 2022. Spring 
Break will run from April 11-18, 2022. The last day of 
school is scheduled for June 14, 2022.

Five days at the end of the school year are designated 
for potential use if needed to make up inclement weather 
closing days.

The academic calendar is designed to provide for con-
tinuity in instructional programming and time for teach-
ers to engage in professional work and growth activities. 
It reflects the school system’s respect for student and staff 
religious observances and allows a traditional break from 
schoolwork during winter and spring. The calendar com-
plies with Maryland law requiring at least 180 instruc-
tional days, as well as negotiated agreements and district 
policies.

The approved calendar  can be viewed online at www.
hcpss.org/calendar.

HCPSS Announces Class of 
2021 Graduation Window

Howard County Public School System has confirmed 
two windows for 2021 high school graduations. They are 
Monday, May 24 through Friday, May 28 and Tuesday, 
June 1 through Friday, June 11.

HCPSS is preparing multiple options regarding hosting 
this year’s graduation ceremonies, including in-person and 
virtual events. Final decisions regarding format and loca-
tion will be dependent on community health metrics during 
the weeks prior to graduation, as well as other factors in-
cluding site availability. During the January 7, 2021 Board 
meeting, Superintendent Michael J. Martirano noted that 
the system is planning for in-person traditional senior ac-
tivities to the extent possible.

HCPSS has made this early announcement of the grad-
uation window to accommodate planning by parents, 
students, schools and community members. Specific infor-
mation regarding the dates, times and format of each grad-
uation ceremony will be provided as soon as it becomes 
available.

MSDE Accredited Program CALL 443-535-8505

www.HilltopELC.com

12121 Linden Linthicum Lane, Clarksville MD 21029
Behind Linden Linthicum United Methodist Church

Programs for 3yrs - Pre K
Mon. thru Fri. 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. EXPLORE, LEARN, DISCOVER
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Architectural News
APPLICATION SUBMISSION 
DEADLINES

Submit Application By Virtual Meeting Date

January 22, 2021 February 3, 2021

February 5, 2021 February 17, 2021

February 19, 2021 March 3, 2021

March 5, 2021 March 17, 2021

March 26, 2021 April 7, 2021

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE

Application Deadline Fridays by 12 Noon

CHANGES TO ARCHITECTURAL PROCEDURES
During the pandemic, the way a resident can file various 

applications has changed for the safety of everyone involved. 

Please refer to the home page of our website under the 

Current Operating Procedures for Covenants at 

www.villageofriverhill.org.

Bagel Bin & Deli 
410-531-0335

Fulton Bank 
410-531-7000

Giant Food 
410-531-7831

Hair Cuttery 
410-531-8052

Ledo Pizza 
443-535-0599

M&T Bank 
410-531-7083

McDonald’s 
410-531-7950

Nouvel Nail Spa 
443-535-8866 

River Hill Cleaners 
410-531-7742

River Hill Optical 
410-531-7920

River Hill Sports 
Grille 
410-531-7900

River Hill Wine  
and Spirits 
410-531-7860

Visit our new website
riverhill.shopkimco.com

Subway 
410-531-7982

Sunoco 
410-531-7510

Tower Federal  
Credit Union 
301-497-7000

The UPS Store 
410-531-9861

Next Meeting Agenda 
February 3, 2021

7021 Best Times Path   Patio, Firepit

AC Decisions
January 20, 2021

Approved
6312 Velvet Path   Screened Porch, Deck
6526 South Wind Circle   Fence

Approved with Condition(s)
5841 Wild Orange Gate   Shed

Tabled
7021 Best Times Path   Patio, Firepit

January 6, 2021

Approved
6009 Red Clover Lane  Landscape, Drainage

Pending
6020 Pure Sky Place  Shed
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Architectural News

December 16, 2020

Approved
5908 Bright Flow Mews Screened Porch, Deck, 
   Firepit
5975 Whistling Winds Walk Sunroom, Deck 

Approved with Conditions
5800 White Pebble Path Front Porch Expansion

Disapproved
7117 Waking Dreams Knoll Screened Deck, Deck

November 18, 2020

Approved
5816 White Pebble Path  Patio, Deck, Screened Porch

Disapproved
5812 Laurel Leaves Lane Pool #2 of 1

APPEAL REQUEST
TBD

7117 Waking Dreams Knoll

FAST TRACK

Approved
6312 Morning Time Lane Windows
6101 Swift Current Way Landscape Border
12009 Floating Clouds Path Roof Solar Panels
6413 Quiet Night Ride Siding, Shutter Color Change

Doesn’t apply to prices  
ending in “7.” Must have physical 

coupon. Cannot be combined with any 
other promotion or sale item.

thru 3/31/21

River Hill Wine & Spirits
at the Rill Hill Village Center
6030 Daybreak Circle 
410-531-7860

MON-THURS 10AM - 9PM
FRI-SAT 10AM - 10PM
SUN 10AM - 8PM

$15 off 
on $100 purchase of 
wine 750 ml size bottles. 
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VIRTUAL COMMUNITY EVENTS

Harold Howard’s Painting Service
Bonded and Insured

Painting, Drywall, Remodeling,
Floors, Wallpaper, and Carpentry

Over 30 Years in Business

410-218-6261
www.haroldhowards.com

MHIC  
#47783

Valentine’s Chocolate-Dipping  
and Wine-Sipping

Sat. Feb. 6, at 5 p.m. This virtual event is being hosted 
by the Robinson Nature Center and Howard County Rec-
reation and Parks. Learn the art of making chocolate ga-
nache from the comfort of home while sipping local wine 
from Linganore Winery! Pick up your kit and place your 
wine orders (wines shipped separately). Learn about the 
cocoa bean from a Robinson Nature Center staff member 
while coating and decorating treats with your handmade 
ganache. Receive tasting notes on your selected wines and 
enjoy pairing recommendations. 21yrs+; $25 plus cost of 
wine. Sign up by Feb. 6 at 11 p.m. for kit pick-up at Rob-
inson Nature Center on Feb. 13 between 10:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. Please call 410-313-0400 to arrange an alternate 
pick-up date or arrange for shipping for an additional fee. 
For this activity, you will need access to a microwave and a 
digital thermometer.

Concert Celebrates Diversity  
with Met Opera Star 

Sun., Feb. 21 at 4 p.m. Streaming from St. Louis 
Church, Clarksville. Award-winning Metropolitan Opera 
soprano Aundi Marie Moore will be  “Celebrating Diversi-

ty”  in a streamed community concert. Moore, accompa-
nied by guest musicians, will mark Black History Month by 
taking the audience on a virtual journey – from classical, 
spirituals and gospel to jazz, cross-over and musical the-
ater -- spanning cultural eras and heritage. Visit www.stl-
concertseries.org for more information or to make required, 
ticketed $15 reservations in advance to watch and listen at 
home Feb. 21, or for a limited time thereafter. To support 
this concert and maintain the quality of the St. Louis Con-
cert Series, voluntary donations may also be made online.

When Dating Hurts: A Book Discussion 
with the Author Bill Mitchell

Thurs., Feb. 25 at 7 p.m. Online event hosted by Hope-
Works of Howard County. In honor of Teen Dating Violence 
Awareness Month, HopeWorks is proud to host a book 
panel discussion of “When Dating Hurts: What we Learned 
About Dating Violence After Our Daughter’s Tragic Death.” 
The program will feature the author/Howard County resi-
dent, Bill Mitchell. “This is the real-life narrative of the loss 
of a precious daughter. In gripping detail, you will experi-
ence the challenges facing her family beginning with the 
call from police no parent wants.” The evening will feature 
invited panelists including HopeWorks’ staff, members of 
our Youth Leadership Project, and members of the com-
munity. For more information or to register visit: https://
whendatinghurts.eventbrite.com.
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NAME ADDRESS   PHONE NO.

Sydney Ash ** Autumn Wind Circle 678-780-9662 

Alyza Berson Swift Current Way 443-812-5742

Mycah Berson Swift Current Way  443-812-5791

Jennifer Bleakney Waving Tree Court 410-531-5391

Paige Cohen ** Onward Trail 240-470-6158 

Aja Cooke Western Star Run 410-960-0414 

Giuliana Del Buono Distant Thunder Trail 410-707-3430 (c)

Jonathon DiPietro *  Leaves of Grass Court   410-531-1343

Charlotte Farris Radiant Gleam Way 410-300-7060

Sydney Greenberg         Fairest Dream Lane          667-240-5665

Alma Hagstrom **  Morning Time Lane 667-786-2080 

Lina Hassan Gentle Light Lane  667-231-5605 

Lesleigh Hilliard Rippling Water Walk 443-492-8221 

Dani Krause ** Shining Stars Lane  443-812-4641 

Erin Lovell * River Run 301-467-9608

Maddie Lynott * Early Lilacs Path 443-535-8956

Sydney Lynott     Early Lilacs Path 443-535-8956 

Melina Mazzella *  White Pebble Path  410-531-7899

Anna Munro ** Morning Time Lane 202-725-5102 

Ethan Peeples **  Great Star Drive 443-574-5259

Samantha Smole **  Autumn Wind Circle 410-963-1051

Evan Spind Empty Song Road 443-956-8172 

* CPR/First Aid Trained       ** CPR/First Aid Certified

CLASSIFIEDS

SNOW SHOVELERS
NAME  ADDRESS PHONE NO.

Sydney Ash Autumn Wind Circle 678-780-9662

Drew Kassman    Evening Shadows Court 443-878-6246

Hudson Kennedy Countless Stars Run 443-432-9795

Kim Munro Morning Time Lane 202-725-5102

Sam & Sean Smole Autumn Wind Circle 410-290-1507

Dylan Wagner  River Run 410-340-5336

Tyler Windsor Floating Clouds Path 410-935-2874

GOT SHOVEL?
The River Hill Community Association maintains a list of 
village youth who are able to help residents  
with their snow shoveling needs.

Interested in adding your name to the list?  
Send your name, address and phone number to  
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org.

Reclaim and Repurpose Your Space
Time Saver Advantage Specializes in Decluttering and 

Organizing. Our team provides the physical energy, objec-
tivity, and accountability to turn chaos into order. Contact 
Beverly Johnston: 410-428-6771. bev@tsadvantage.com or 
www.tsadvantage.com.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting  
“Our Passion is Your Pets”

Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vaca-
tion, mid-day, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder 
& gift. Contact: www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309; 
jneckritz@comcast.net.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party 

support including Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, An-
niversaries, and more. Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-
428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.
com.

Stay Connected
The River Hill Community  

Association keeps you informed:
• Virtual Board & RAC Meetings
• “Around the House” section in the newsletter
• Regular e-blasts with community updates
• Our website: www.villageofriverhill.org
• Facebook: River Hill Community Association/Claret Hall
• Twitter: @RHCAClarksville
• Email List: To sign up, text CLARETHALL to 22828
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Holiday Traditions Photo Contest
A big thank you to the families that submitted photos for the Holiday Traditions Photo 
Contest. Winners were selected in the following categories: Decorations, Traditions and 
Food and received a letter and gift card from a local merchant from River Hill Community 
Association. Runners up in the Decoration category also received a letter and gift card.
Thank you to the following individuals who submitted entries and won: Decorations 
(Nicholas Argento), Traditions (Anne Marie Key) and Food (Andrew Thalheimer).
Runners up in the Decorations category included: Sonya Bajwa, Matt Levine and Linda 
Thomsen. We hope you and your family enjoyed a safe and happy holiday. And we wish 
everyone a happy and prosperous New Year!

Nicholas Argento won in the decorations category.

Matt Levine, runner up in the decorations category.

Linda Thomsen, runner up in the decorations category.

Andrew Thalheimer, winner, food category.

Anne Marie Key, winner, traditions category.

Sonya Bajwa, runner up, decorations category.
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Located in the  
Clarksville Commons!

Offering the latest in orthodontic technology including  
Invisalign, Invisalign Teen, and esthetic (clear) braces.

Free initial consultation,
evening hours available.

Orthodontics for Adolescents, Children, and Adults

Dr. Byron Bonebreak, Dr. David Bonebreak and Dr. Anna Muenchwww.VanguardSmiles.com

410-381-1077


