ANNOUNCEMENT:
Claret Hall will be closed February 17 for President’s Day.
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2/24
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Association Elections Coming in April

Election Committee Forming Now

T

he River Hill Community Association is led by a seven-member Board of Directors (RHBOD) elected by
residents of the village ages 18+. The members of
the board serve two-year staggered terms which helps to
ensure continuity. There are no restrictions on the number of terms a member may serve. This year, there will be
four open positions on the Board of Directors each having
a term running May 1, 2020 – April 30, 2022. Village Elections will be held on Saturday, April 25.
Now is the time for River Hill residents to consider what
changes are needed for the community to continue to be
a desirable place to live, how the association can nurture
and strengthen the sense of community, and whether they
are ready to commit to a leadership role. The RHBOD typically meets one Monday evening each month, except in
March and April when there are two meetings. To find out
more about the responsibilities of serving on the RHBOD
and to help you determine whether you want to run for
an elected position, residents are invited to attend an upcoming Board of Directors meeting, speak with current
board members, and contact the Village Manager. Residents planning to run for election must complete a nomination petition containing a minimum of ten, verifiable
signatures from River Hill residents ages 18+. Candidate
nomination petitions will be available beginning March 1
at Claret Hall, online, and in the March newsletter. All petitions must be submitted to the Election Committee by
March 21.

Thank these businesses who support the village
through their advertising.
Columbia Family Eye Care
Frank Giarratano, CPA
Hilltop Child Care Center
Harold Howard’s Painting Service
Kimco Realty
Kumon North America
Shun Lu Re/Max 100
Bob Lucido Team
Molly Maid
Mr.Handyman

Northrop Realty
PCF Management
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
Revere Services
Eileen Robbins/Long & Foster
Vanguard Orthodontics
Westerlund/LeReve Real Estate
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.
Harry Witzke Funeral Home

The association is currently seeking residents to serve
on the Election Committee. This is a short-term commitment and association staff directly supports the committee. Committee members oversee the voting process,
organize the Candidates Forum when there is a contested
election, and help staff the polls on election day. Members
of the association eligible to vote may serve on this committee. Please contact Susan Smith at manager@villageofriverhill.org or 410-531-1749 to volunteer.

Claret Hall, Site of Pilot
Program “Senior Center
without Walls”
With the generous support from a Horizon Foundation
Health Equity Grant, the Howard County Chinese School
has created a “Senior Center Without Walls” pilot program
with the goals of increasing older adults’ connections to
others, reducing feelings of isolation, increasing mental
stimulation, and creating a sense of community. This program takes place at Claret Hall (6020 Daybreak Circle,
Clarksville) every Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. The
seniors began meeting in November 2019 and the program
continues through March 2020. Current activities include
chorus, line dancing, poker, Mahjong and board games,
and most participants are Chinese Americans.
The Howard County Chinese School aims to expand the
program to serve all seniors in our community, regardless of race, ethnicity and country of origin, and to set up
a self-sustaining multi-cultural program. The school is
taking an “asset-based” approach and regards the seniors
not only as clients who need services, but also as assets
to the community. Each senior brings their unique background, professional experiences, and talents to the group.
All older adults aged 60 and up are invited to participate
in the weekly gatherings. In addition, the Chinese seniors
are organizing a special Lunar New Year Celebration with
music, dance, food and cultural exhibitions on February 5,
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. at Claret Hall. Please come out to socialize
with the seniors in the community, and to experience Chinese culture! All are welcome!

Direct: 443.393.3206. | Office: 410.531.0321 | NorthropRealty.com

HARPERS CHOICE $1,975,000
11536 Manorstone Lane

FULTON $1,800,000
12580 Hall Shop Road

PINDELL WOODS $1,275,000
7233 Preservation Court

HIGHLAND $1,100,000
13047 Hall Shop Road

ELLICOTT CITY $1,100,000
5105 Sheppard Lane

GLENELG ESTATES $1,045,000
13908 Ryon Drive

SHEPPARD MANOR $975,000
4611 Sheppard Manor Drive

ELLICOTT CITY $949,000
13313 Royden Court

TRIADELPHIA MILL $825,000
14612 Triadelphia Mill Road

RIVER HILL $825,000
12000 Floating Clouds Path

BURLEIGH MANOR $800,000
3879 Woodville Lane

CHERRY BRAE $800,000
11955 Simpson Road

RIVER HILL $800,000
12016 Floating Clouds Path

RIVER HILL $800,000
6650 Autumn Wind Circle

GLENELG MANOR $799,900
12673 Folly Quarter Road

BRIGHTON PINES $775,000
13761 Lakeside Drive

THE WARFIELDS $750,000
14836 Chestnut Court

ELLICOTT MILLS $499,900
8561 Coltrane Court

RIVER HILL $350,000
5920 Great Star Drive #208

WOODLAND VILLAGE $250,000
7782 Mayfair Circle #A

Visit NorthropRealty.com/OpenHouses to see more of our listings.
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 410-531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday
9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m.–Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.
Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org
Covenant Advisor:
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org
Facility Coordinator:
Eudene Rossi, facilities@villageofriverhill.org
Communications Coordinator:
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Events Coordinator:
Leslie McDermott, events@villageofriverhill.org
Administrative Assistant:
Karissa Psathas, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

RIVER HILL BOARD
Dave Dalpe. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ddalpe1@gmail.com
Harjeet Jandu. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . janduharjeet@icloud.com
Matthew Levine. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  goofylevine@outlook.com
Angela Ling. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . riverhill.sunshine@gmail.com
Tony Miceli, Chair. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . mathman2121@gmail.com
John Wan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . john.h.wan@live.com.
Adam White, Vice Chair . . . . . . . . . . . djadamwhite@gmail.com
Jeffrey Du (Student Committee)

Board Highlights . . .
January 6, 2020
• Met with Greg Reed, VP Development, Kimco Realty.
Discussed vacancies, improvements, and maintenance
of the village center.
• Met with Meghan Williams, Constituent Services Liaison, Office of the County Executive. Ms. Williams provided updates on traffic and safety issues and other topics
of concern to the community.
• Discussed the Neighborhood Centers. It was the consensus of the Board that uses should not be limited to
non-commercial uses.
• Approved the FY20 2nd Quarter Financials and variance
analysis.
• Approved the IRS 990 for FY19.
• Minutes Approved: November 4, 2019, December 2,
2019.

Board Meeting Schedule
All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River
Hill Village Center. Agendas are posted at Claret
Hall on the Friday prior to the meeting. Residents
are encouraged to attend Resident Speak-Out
during each board meeting. If you have written material you would like the Board to review,
please drop it by the village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved minutes
are available for review at the village office and
on the association’s website. For additional information, please contact the village office. (Contact
info at left.)
NEXT BOARD MEETING: February 10 and March
9 at 7 p.m. Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org
to view the Board Meeting Agendas & Minutes.

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Renee DuBois, 443-686-0702 . . . Renee.DuBois@ca-board.org

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com
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Council Corner:

CA Board Finalizing FY21 and Conditional FY22
Operating and Capital Budgets
On February 27, the Columbia Association (CA) Board
of Directors will vote on a final version of the FY2021 and
FY2022 budgets. FY2019 total income was $73 million
with an increase in net assets of $3.8 million. CA is estimating a 3.5% increase in income for FY2020 and an increase in net assets equivalent to the prior year, or $3.8
million. The FY2021 and FY2022 capital budgets include
renovations to the Columbia Gym of $2.9 million and the
Supreme Sports Club of $2 million. Other Sports and Fitness capital expenditures include $775,000 for the MacGill’s Common Pool Water Playground and Bathhouse
renovation, and $912,000 for safety renovations at tot lots.
There are several areas of the budget that the CA Board
will be reviewing during the coming months which may impact the operating expenses. The Board will be discussing and voting on a policy for the neighborhood centers.
The Village of River Hill’s neighborhood center, The Meeting Room, has been recently renovated. However, several
neighborhood centers need major renovations. I appreciate resident feedback on continuing the existence of these
neighborhood centers or not.
The second area of review by the Board are the golf
courses. Together, Hobbit’s Glen and Fairway Hills, operated at a deficit of $2.2 million in FY2019. Fairway Hills is
open to the public and the host site for First Tee of Howard County. Hobbit’s Glen is a par 72 championship golf
course and is not open to the public. However, the Turn
House Kitchen & Drink restaurant, pro shop, and teaching
facilities are open to the public. The CA staff is preparing
recommendations to improve the financial performance of
the golf courses, including new programming.
Lastly, the Haven on the Lake will remain open with the
addition of a CA-operated spa included in its offerings. The
Board will receive status reports six months after the spa
opens to gauge its progress compared to the financial projections presented to the Board.
The CA Operating Budget includes a $100,000 grant to
Columbia Festival of the Arts and $183,000 to the Inner
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Arbor Trust, both of which will help ensure programming
for the community.
I am appreciative of any comments, suggestions, or concerns you may have about CA and its operations. Please
feel free to contact me at your convenience.
Renee DuBois, River Hill Representative to
Columbia Council and the Columbia Association
Board of Directors.
Email: renee.dubois@ca-board.org.
Disclaimer: This column reflects the views of Renee DuBois
only and not those of the CA Board or the River Hill Board
of Directors.

Snow Shovelers Wanted!
Get your name added to the list by providing your street address and phone
number. Send an email to riverhill@villageofriverhill.org or call 410-531-1749.
The Snow Shoveler list will be published in
The Villager through March.

Zoning Board Hearing
on Erickson Retirement
Community Begins March 4
It has been almost a year since the Howard County
Planning Board recommended approval of Erickson Living
Properties II, LLC’s petition (ZB-1118M) to amend the zoning of approximately 62 acres in Clarksville. The site of the
proposed continuing care retirement community (CCRC)
fronts on MD 108 at the intersection with Sheppard Lane
and is across the highway from the River Hill Square retail
project currently under construction. The land is currently zoned Rural Conservation – Density Exchange Option
(RC-DEO) and Business General (B-2). Erickson Living is
seeking a change to a Community Enhancement Floating District – Mixed (CEF-M). The Zoning Board will begin
to hear the case on Wednesday, March 4 at 6 p.m. at the
George Howard Building (6340 Court House Drive, Ellicott
City). The hearing is likely to continue beyond the initial
dates and the following dates/times have been set aside:
March 11 at 6 p.m., March 18 at 4 p.m., and March 25 at
6 p.m.
Erickson’s concept plan for the Limestone Valley CCRC
consists of 1,200 independent living units, 240 assisted
living/memory care/skilled nursing units, and 108,000
square feet of resident amenities, including a pool, hair
salon, library, bank, theater, pharmacy, medical care,
restaurants and fitness centers for use by residents. Eleven independent living buildings, a care center, a “main

commons” building, and structured parking are planned
to be connected via walkways and/or overhead pedestrian
bridges. Buildings will range from one to five stories. A variety of outdoor amenities are proposed that will be accessible to the general public. As part of the plan, the existing
Free State gas station will be demolished and redeveloped
to include a one-story convenience store, fuel pumps, and
parking.
CEF Districts are expected to encourage the creative development and redevelopment of properties, enhance the
surrounding uses and create a more coherent, connected
development. In the Department of Planning and Zoning’s
Technical Staff Report (3/7/19), county staff concluded
the streetscape improvements, recreational amenities, and
some transportation improvements included in the concept plan qualify as enhancements that exceed the minimum standards under the current zoning requirements.
These enhancements include:
• Streetscape enhancements along the site’s frontage including but not limited to a multi-use pathway with related crosswalks, seating areas, and ornamental and
shade trees.
• A multi-use pathway extending from the site to the existing multi-use pathways along the Clarksville Commons frontage on MD 108 and to the northeast to
Meadow Vista Way.
• A multi-use pathway extending along the east side of
MD 108 from the River Hill Square development to Linden Linthicum Lane and a sidewalk or multi-use pathway extending from Linden Linthicum Lane to where it
connects with the existing sidewalk at Great Star Drive.

Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Fulton Bank
410-531-7000

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

Giant Food
410-531-7831

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

GNC
410-531-1426

Nouvel Nail Spa
443-535-8866

River Hill Sports
Grille
410-531-7900

Tower Federal
Credit Union
301-497-7000

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052

Subway
410-531-7982

Visit our new website
riverhill.shopkimco.com

The UPS Store
410-531-9861
Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860
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Call TODAY at
(410) 440-7738 for a
FREE home evaluation!

A Resident of Clarksville

 Shun Lu, Ph.D. REALTOR®

Unparalleled Quality —
 Every Listing Sold Fast & For Top Dollar
Wishing you all the best in 2020.

Happy new year!
EEKS
SOLD IN 2 W

EEK
SOLD IN 1 W

ON
COMING SO
River Hill
6064 Countless Stars Run
Beautifully updated, 4 beds,
3.5 bathrooms. Finished
walkout basement with full
windows. Flat, large backyard.

$680,000

$40k Above Listing Price!

River Hill Schools $1.36M

8719 Lake Edge Drive, Laurel

AYS!
SOLD IN 5 D

12823 Macbeth Farm Ln, Clarksville

WEEK
SOLD IN ONE

AYS
SOLD IN 5 D

River Hill Schools,

$793,500

Above Full Price, 6561 Ballymore Ln

River Hill Schools $725,000
6504 Tipperary Court, Clarksville

River Hill Schools $751,500
Above Full Price, 6422 Galway Drive

Why List Your Home with Shun Lu?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A pro-active selling approach.
Attention to details throughout the entire selling process.
Thorough market analysis & careful planning for a highly effective strategy.
Professional home staging at no extra cost to you.
Professional photography & color brochures.
Bilingual online & print advertising including social media campaigns.
Wider networks for real and qualified buyers.
EVERY listing sold fast and for top dollar!
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100
Shun Lu, Ph.D, Realtor
410-440-7738 (c)
410.730.6100 (o)
ShunLu@ReMax.net
ShunLuTeam.com

• The extension of Linden Linthicum Lane across MD 108
and the installation of a signal at the intersection to provide access to the CCRC and for other businesses along
the corridor.
• The creation of public recreation facilities including a
park/playground, pavilion, dog park, and pickleball
courts.
To view the Technical Staff Report visit: https://cc.howardcountymd.gov/Zoning-Land-Use/Zoning-Board-CasesChart.
The association’s Board of Directors previously provided testimony to the Planning Board in support of Erickson’s zoning petition. The written testimony from 2019
can be viewed at www.villageofriverhill.org/wp-content/
uploads/2019/04/Planning-Board-ZB-1118M-RHCA-Testimony-3.20.19.pdf. The board is in the process of developing the association’s new testimony to the Zoning Board
and will discuss the petition at their meeting on February
10.

Kleinberger Family Provides 20
Years of Service to Neighbors
After twenty years of delivering The Villager, The Kleinberger Family is retiring! Their tradition of being newsletter
carriers began with Gary in 2000 when he was 9 yearsold and they were new to the community. “We watched
as Gary’s route grew as the neighborhood grew, learning
street names and adding Carolyn to the routes when his
became too large. We have continued through these last 20

The family tradition of Kleinberger kids delivering the newsletter
comes to an end after 20 years! Its been a great run!
years, adding Melissa, then Sarah and then our last, Kenzie, as routes were passed down from one Kleinberger to
another. Only our oldest never delivered The Villager,” said
mom, Sandy Kleinberger. “We all agree it is time to allow
another group of children the pleasure of a first job, and
the excitement of earning their own paycheck.”
With their children all nearly grown and flown, the
Kleinbergers have much to be proud of. Gary is 29 and
manager of Target Optical in Columbia. Carolyn is 27 and
in medical school at Rocky Vista University in Colorado.
Melissa is 25 and an art teacher for HCPSS at Ellicott Mills
Middle. Sarah is 20 and working toward her Bachelor’s degree to become an elementary school teacher. Last, but not
least, Kenzie, age 17, is graduating from River Hill HS this
year (no major or college declared at this time).
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The River Hill Community Association wishes to thank
the Kleinbergers for 20 years of service. It is hard to believe
so much time has passed!
Residents may be unfamiliar with the newsletter carrier program. The Association’s monthly publication, The
Villager, gets hand-delivered to every property in the Village of River Hill by youth residing in the village. Each carrier is assigned a route, is responsible for picking up their
box of newsletters from Claret Hall once a month upon
their delivery to the village office and distributing the copies along their route in a timely manner. This is a paid position and makes a wonderful first job! There is currently a
short waiting list for routes. If your child (age 10 and up) is
interested in being put on the waiting list for a newsletter
route, please call 410-531-1749 or email newsletter@villageofriverhill.org.

Watershed Tip of the Month

Watershed Valentines
Let’s send some valentines to our watershed. These valentines will protect our health and that of our rivers and
land. What’s not to love about that?
• Skip the salt. Winter is rough on the Middle Patuxent
River and its tributaries. Much of the salt we spread on
our roads, driveways and sidewalks ends up in our rivers and, eventually, in our ailing Chesapeake Bay. Show
your waterways (and plants) some love by avoiding salt
or using it sparingly on your driveway and sidewalks.
Shoveling down to the pavement helps. If you must use
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a deicer, look for one that lists magnesium chloride or
calcium magnesium acetate as a first ingredient. Magnesium is safer for concrete, plants and our waterways.
• Go native. Snowy February is a grand time to daydream about replacing some water- and chemical-intensive lawn with low-maintenance, drought-resistant
native plants. Maybe this is the year you install a native-plant-filled rain garden. Either way, native plants
are the key. For starters, they have deep roots that help
purify groundwater, prevent erosion, mitigate flooding
and build healthy soil. These roots encourage surface
water to infiltrate the soil, where it is temporarily stored
and then taken up by growing plants. Native plants
also provide food and habitat for butterflies, bees and
other pollinators and wildlife. Because they’ve evolved
in our region, native plants are resistant to local pests,
need less fertilizer and water, and can better withstand
drought. We’ll include a link to a list of plants native to
this region on our website.
• Volunteer in your community. The Columbia Association and the River Hill Watershed Committee are planning a stream cleanup in River Hill on Saturday, March
21. Our next Pull & Plant, where we pull invasives at our
ever-expanding area along the trails and replace them
with native plants, is Sunday, April 19. Meet at Claret
Hall at 10 a.m. for both events. Students can earn community service credits.
Follow us: Show your River Hill Watershed Committee
some love by liking us on Facebook. We also post tips on our
website: www.villageofriverhill.org/watershed.

Discover the Flavors of China:
Sister Cities Cuisine Class
Claret Hall is hosting another Sister Cities Cuisine
Class! On Friday, February 21, from 6:30-9 p.m., learn to
cook Chinese cuisine in celebration of Columbia’s sister
city of Liyang — led by Chinese chef Peter Chang, a Washington Finalist of the 2016 James Beard Awards. His flagship restaurant, Q by Peter Chang, is listed in the 100 Very
Best Restaurants 2019 by Washingtonian magazine. Chef
Chang will demonstrate some of his signature dishes, including spicy pork wontons, kung pao chicken, and sesame noodles. The demonstration will be followed by a full
dinner buffet. This event is presented by CA’s International Exchange and Multicultural Programs and is cosponsored by the River Hill Community Association. Tickets are
$60 and include cooking demonstrations, printed recipes,
a full dinner and refreshments. Registration is required. To
sign up, visit http://bit.ly/FlavorsofChinaclass. For more
information or assistance with registration, contact Grace
Chang via email at Grace.Chang@ColumbiaAssociation.
org or 410-715-3178.

Last Info Session: 2020 Sister
Cities Student Exchange
Teens and their parents are invited to learn more about
the 2020 Sister Cities European High School Exchange
trips on Tuesday, February 11 from 7-8 p.m. at CA Headquarters, 6310 Hillside Court.
Every year, two groups of Howard County high school
students travel to Europe in July to stay for two weeks in
one of Columbia’s sister cities in France or Spain. Each
student lives for two weeks with a teen they are matched
with in either Cergy-Pontoise (near Paris, France) or Tres
Cantos (near Madrid, Spain), then host their European
counterparts here in Howard County for the last two weeks
of July. Students who are taking Spanish or French in high
school level III or above (or are native speakers) can participate in the summer 2020 program. The program fee is
$700 for CA residents and $850 for nonresidents, excluding airline tickets. Airline tickets in 2020 will range from
$1,000 to $1,400 per participant. There are excellent
scholarships that cover 100% of the airfare and reduce the
fee by half for students who qualify. The application deadline is Friday, February 21, 2020. The application packet is
available at ColumbiaAssociation.org/teenexchange. For
more information, contact Laura Smit at 410-715-3162
or International@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Lost Something?

Claret Hall is often the place where found
items get turned in and people who have
lost items claim them.
If you find something, bring it by. If you’ve
lost something, call us! 410-531-1749.
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Orthodontics for Adolescents, Children, and Adults
Offering the latest in orthodontic technology including
Invisalign, Invisalign Teen, and esthetic (clear) braces.
Free initial consultation,
evening hours available.

410-381-1077
Located in the Clarksville Commons!
www.VanguardSmiles.com

Dr. Byron Bonebreak, Dr. David Bonebreak and Dr. Anna Muench
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Teen Talk:

A College Application Reflection
By Jeff Du
At this point in the year, the vast majority of seniors like
myself have just finished or are currently wrapping up the
remainder of our college applications. Yet was the journey
as complicated, confusing, and stressful as it was hyped
up to be? As we filled in our details on the Common Application or Coalition and wrote our various personal essays,
we navigated the complex process with suggestions and
assistance from our parents, friends, teachers, and even
Google. Now that we’ve completed our applications, what
advice do Village seniors have for future underclassman,
who will soon be in the same boat?
One of the best pieces of advice seniors commonly emphasize is the importance of planning the process in advance. You don’t want to be pressed up against all the
school’s deadlines; that’s only going to lead to careless
mistakes. “College apps are a nightmare if procrastinated. Start early, or they won’t be fun,” warned senior Omar
Niazi. That means starting to write your essays and updating your application far ahead of the deadlines, preferably
at the beginning of the school year when the class workload is relatively light. “Writing your essays early ensures
that they are of your best ability; you’ll be able to edit and
proofread multiple times,” added senior Athena Zhong. Although we always hear these words of wisdom, we usually
do not adhere to them. Yet we seniors cannot stress its importance enough.

It’s also essential to find a school that best fits your desires and interests, rather than solely looking at prestige;
seniors stressed the importance of researching colleges indepth and making sure it would be a great fit. “Visiting colleges is a great idea so you can get a feel for student life on
campus,” noted senior Chutian Weng. For example, a university situated in a bustling metropolitan area would obviously possess a different culture and feel to it than one
located in a quaint college town. Senior Rohan Uttamsingh
agreed, adding that students should “do as much as possible to find more information about the school,” so that prospective applicants would know whether they will be happy
at that university for the next 4 years. Each college has its
own unique quirks, some of which attract certain students
more than others; find which ones attract you the most!

“...it’s so important to just be
yourself in the application.”
For me, I believe that it’s so important just to be yourself in the application. We all hear about those so-called
“perfect” applicants with sparkling essays and extracurriculars. In reality, every applicant is unique in their own
way. The things you enjoy and are passionate about can
be different than your friends, but that’s to be expected,
and won’t be held against you. If you love something, write
about it, and your enthusiasm for the subject, even something crazy like the intersection of video games and economics, will be very evident. Above all, be yourself, and let
your genuine interests and qualities shine through!
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Classes in River Hill
Bollywood Cardio (Claret Hall)
M ongoing
7:30-8:30 p.m.
For details and registration, call 301-455-4564 or send
an email to neetu_gupta@hotmail.com.

Chinese Wushu (Meeting Room)
Sat. Starts Feb. 8
10-11:30 a.m.
Call 240-247-7048 or email uscwi@uschinesewushu.com.

GOSU Martial Arts (Meeting Room)
Mon/Wed/Th ongoing
6:15-8:30 p.m.
For information or to register, email GOSUmartialarts@
gmail.com or call 240-678-3854.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
Wed ongoing
10-10:45 a.m.
Th ongoing
10-10:45 a.m.
For information visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com or
call 301-758-0304.

Tai Chi for Health & Wellness (Meeting Room)
Tu/Th ongoing
1-2 p.m.
For information visit www.FitforLifePT.org or call 443799-3119.

School News
Internship Fair at Howard
Community College
Howard Community College will host its Spring 2020
Internship Fair on Friday, February 28 from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. in Burrill Galleria. Juniors and Seniors are invited to
attend. Students will have the opportunity to connect with
companies about internship opportunities within their organizations that are available for spring and summer 2020.
Attendees should dress professionally and bring copies of
their resume to the event. Visit www.howardcc.edu/services-support/career-services/internships-co-ops/internship-fair.html for a complete list of the companies that
have registered to attend so far. Additional employers are
expected to register. Students should check the website
prior to attending for the complete list of employers.

Board of Ed Candidate Forum
On Tuesday, March 10, from 7-9 p.m., the River Hill
High School PTSA will host Board of Education candidates
seeking to represent Districts 4 and 5. This candidate
forum will provide voters an opportunity to hear each candidate’s election platform directly and efficiently, and will
allow candidates to hear thoughts, questions and concerns

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)

Services Inc.

Tu/Th ongoing
7:30-8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Windows, Baths, Kitchens

Zumba (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. classes.
Call 410-245-5900 or email msmarialk@gmail.com to register.

•
•
•
•

Local Howard County contractor.
Over 20 years experience.
Free estimates.
Focus on quality of workmanship
and competitive pricing.
• Local references upon request.

Contact us today: 443-864-2782
RevereServicesInc@gmail.com
www.RevereInc.us
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School News
directly from you, the voter. Local elections matter! Take
the time to learn about your BOE candidates. This event is
open to everyone.

Biomedical Engineering
Technology Apprenticeship
Howard Community College (HCC) will launch Maryland’s first-ever biomedical engineering technology apprenticeship program, which offers students the opportunity to
work full time while pursuing an in-demand career. Applications are now available, with a best consideration date
of April 17.
Biomedical equipment technicians (BMET) install, maintain, and repair medical equipment used in hospitals, clinics, and other patient care locations. Most BMETs work for
hospitals and equipment manufacturers, testing, adjusting, and repairing a wide array of medical and clinical devices. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the need
for BMET professions is expected to grow up to six percent
nationwide by 2028.
“This program is a win-win for our students as well as
area employers,” said Minah Woo, associate vice president
of continuing education and workforce development at
HCC. “After students become apprentices, they are paid for
the time they spend on the job, helping them reduce stu-

dent debt, while also gaining work experience with guaranteed employment. The employer gains a well-trained new
hire who has also attained a clear understanding of what
their organization does.”
The BMET apprenticeship is a three-year program. Students will begin with a pre-apprenticeship series of courses
in the summer and fall of 2020, while they seek full-time
employment in the field. The apprenticeship curriculum,
which will begin in the winter session of 2021, will include
46 academic credits and 2,000 annual hours of on-the-job
training. At the conclusion of the program, students will
earn an associate of applied science.
To apply for the BMET apprenticeship, students must
be 18 years or older by the start of the program, have a
high school diploma or GED, be ready for college-level English and mathematics, be able to lift 50 pounds, and work
in the United States. Students also need to have a valid
driver’s license and good driving record or access to reliable transportation.
A special BMET apprenticeship information session will
be held Tuesday, February 25. It will take place from 6–7
p.m. in the Science, Engineering, and Technology Building, room 101.
The BMET apprenticeship is the fourth apprenticeship
program developed at Howard Community College. Other
apprenticeships are available in the fields of construction
management; heating, ventilation, air conditioning, and refrigeration; and information technology.
For more about all apprenticeships at Howard Community College, visit www.howardcc.edu/apprenticeships.

Learning Together Program
– Prekindergarten
The Pointers Run Regional Early Childhood Center
(RECC) prekindergarten programs are making preparations for classes for the 2020-2021 school year. These
classes include children with and without disabilities. The
program’s focus is helping all children develop communication, literacy, math, problem solving, motor, and social
skills. Parents of children who will be 3 by September 1st
or 4 by September 1st may obtain an application packet by
contacting Sara Hipp in the school office for an application
package. All applications must be returned by the last Friday in February. A limited number of openings are available for children without disabilities. Children are selected
based upon screening information given on the application form, completion of the “Ages and Stages Questionnaires,” and observations of the child’s participation in a
playgroup. If you have any questions, contact Sara Hipp
at 410-313-7142.

February 2020 • The River Hill Villager • 13

Architectural News
RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION & DEADLINE
Submit Application By

For Meeting On

Next Meeting
February 5, 2020
No applications received prior to printing.

January 25, 2020

February 5, 2020

February 7, 2020

February 19, 2020

February 21, 2020

March 4, 2020

AC Decisions

March 6, 2020

March 18, 2020

January 14, 2020

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

Fridays by 12 Noon

Approved
6413 Summer Sunrise Drive
6420 Warm Sunshine Path

Driveway/Walkway
Deck, Covered Porch

December 20, 2019

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review
and recommendation meetings are generally held at
7:30 p.m. at Claret Hall. The sign-in sheet is available
at 7 p.m. and applications are reviewed in the order
that applicants sign in. Applicants should bring any
supplemental documentation, application amendments,
or additional information that the RAC may have
requested. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC
review meeting.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for
exterior alterations as well as for in-home businesses
can be obtained online at www.villageofriverhill.
org under Covenants in the menu bar; or at Claret
Hall. Agendas are published in the Villager when the
publication schedule permits. RAC meeting agendas are
posted at the Village office and on the website.
Please allow 5-6 weeks for the entire application
process.

New to the Neighborhood?
We’re Glad You’re Here!
Please come in to Claret Hall to introduce yourself,
pick up a Welcome Packet and small gift. We have
lots of information to help you get acquainted with the
community. Welcome
Packets and gifts are
for River Hill CPRAassessed properties
only. Not sure? Call 410531-1749 or visit www.
villageofriverhill.org.
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Approved
6582 River Run

Addition

December 4, 2019
Approved
6506 Barley Corn Row
6308 Morning Time Lane
6440 Morning Time Lane

Tree Removals
Addition
Play Equipment

Frank J. Giarratano, CPA
4237 Red Bandana Way, Ellicott City, MD 21042
Cell: 410 207 8807 | Fax: 443 283 1407
Web Site: FJGCPA.com
Email: Frank.Giarratano@FJGCPA.com

Tax, Accounting and QuickBooks
		 Individual Tax
Small Business Tax
		 Payroll Tax Returns
		 Complete Payroll Services
		 New Business Set-up
		 Tax Collection Issues

Bookkeeping Services
Tax Audit Representation
Nanny Tax
Electronic Filing of Tax Returns
Electronic Payment of Taxes
Consulting

Check-Cash-Credit Cards-Zelle-Venmo-PayPal Accepted
Former Internal Revenue Service
Agent
Certified Public Accountant in
Maryland and New York
Member: American Institute of
Certified Public Accountants
Member: Maryland Association of
Certified Public Accountants

Architectural News
FAST TRACK DECISIONS
Approved
5736 Whistling Winds Walk
6524 Waving Tree Court
6380 Morning Time Lane

Tree Removal
Railing
Deck: Material Change

If You’ve Got Poop,
Here’s the Scoop!
The Association regularly receives complaints about
people not picking up after their dogs. If you think that dog
poop is harmless, hear this— in 1991, the EPA designated
dog waste as an environmental pollutant, placing it in the
same category as pesticides. Dog poop is not only dangerous to humans, collectively it can infect entire waterways,
and lead to algae blooms which can choke out plant and
aquatic life. Poop carries toxic bacteria, which cannot be
treated/ filtered by the local wastewater treatment system.
Besides being rude and disgusting, it is against Howard
County Animal Code to not pick up after your pets when off
your own property. The greatest areas of concern are currently along Great Star Drive, Eastern Star Pathway, and
in Open Space. If you witness this activity consistently,
take a photo of the culprits and contact Animal Control at
410-313-2780.
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AROUND TOWN
Lunar New Year
Celebration
Wed., Feb. 5, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak
Circle, Clarksville. Celebrate with music, dance, food, and
cultural exhibitions from our local Chinese Senior Community. Sponsored by the Howard County Chinese School
Census Grant and Horizon Foundation Grant. Free! Open
to all.

Valentine’s Truffle-Making &
Wine-Tasting
Sat, Feb. 15, 1-3 p.m. or 4-6 p.m. at Robinson Nature Center, 6692 Cedar Lane, Columbia. Here’s a unique way to
celebrate Valentine’s Day! Bring a friend, your sweetheart,
or treat yourself to learning the art of hand-rolling delectable chocolate truffles while discovering more about the
plant from which chocolate is made. Enjoy tasting 6 wines
from Linganore Vineyards and learn about their grapes,
vineyard and sustainable practices. Leave with 10 handrolled truffles. Call 410-313-0400 for information and registration. This event is for ages 21 years and up. Bring a
photo ID showing your age. $27 per person.

Historic Love Letters
Fri., Feb. 7, 11:55 a.m.-1 p.m. at Museum of Howard
County History and Library, 8328 Court Avenue, Ellicott
City. Are you a history lover? Are you romantic? Do you
want to hear some of the most romantic love letters written
by historically famous people from Howard County? Attend
the “Historic Love Letters” event presented by Ed Lilley
of the Maryland History Tours. This is an annual Valentine’s event that is truly loved by many. Call 410-480-3250
for details and registration. $5 for non-members/Howard
County Historical Society members- free.

Mystery Maker Mixer:
Make It and Take It
Thurs., Feb. 20, 7-9 p.m. at Columbia Arts Center, 6100
Foreland Garth, Columbia. Like every good mystery, you’ll
be in suspense throughout and then thrilled when the end
is revealed. No art experience necessary — the instructor
will lead you step-by-step as you create your mystery art
project. This event is designed for adults ages 18 and older.
Light refreshments available. Feel free to bring your own
nonalcoholic beverages and snacks. Space is limited; register now at http://bit.ly/mysteryartproject.

Service Dog/Therapy Dog Seminar
Tues., Feb. 4, 7-8:30 p.m. at The Barn, Oakland Mills Village Center, 5853 Robert Oliver Place, Columbia. Join the
Columbia Community Exchange Time Bank member Skye
Anderson as she leads a seminar explaining the laws,
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training and public access for the animals. To register or
for more information, visit www.Columbia.TimeBanks.org,
call 410-884-6121, or email CommunityExchange@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Puppet Theater “Bear Snores On”
Sat., Feb. 29, 10-10:30 a.m. at Robinson Nature Center, 6692 Cedar Lane, Columbia. Bring your child (ages
2 years and up) for nature-themed puppet theater presentations! Each show portrays a different nature story.
Afterwards, enjoy creating a simple craft to take home.
February’s show is “Bear Snores On.” $5 per person. Visit
https://apm.activecommunities.com/howardcounty/Activity_Search/90804 for tickets to register and secure your
spots. Or, call 410-313-0400 to purchase tickets over the
phone. If still available, tickets will be sold at the front desk
on the day of the program. If this program is full, another
program is offered at 11 a.m.

Valentine’s Day Murder Mystery
Fri., Feb. 14, 7-9:30 p.m. at Historic Oakland Manor, 5430
Vantage Point Road, Columbia. Join Town Center Community Association as they host their annual Valentine’s Day
Murder Mystery Event. The birds are chirping, the sun is
shining, but the wedding bells aren’t ringing for this not so

AROUND TOWN
happy couple when a member of the wedding party is murdered! With a raging bridezilla and an unenthused groom
on the scene, it may be happily never after in this nuptual nightmare. Trade clues with your guests and help the
hapless couple figure out whodunit so they can say “I do”
before the wedding hour passes them by! Included in the
price of your registration will be appetizers, beer, wine, soft
drinks, desserts and an exciting night of entertainment.
Register now before this popular event sells out! Price: $4550 per person. Call 410-730-4744.

42nd Annual Evening of
Irish Music & Poetry
Fri., Feb. 21, 7:30-10 p.m. at Howard Community College,
Smith Theatre, 10901 Little Patuxent Parkway, Columbia. HoCoPoLitSo’s 42nd annual Irish Evening will feature three-time Pulitzer Prize nominee and National Book
Award winning author Alice McDermott, Celtic rock band
O’Malley’s March fronted by former Md Gov. Martin O’Malley, and step dancers from the Teelin Irish Dance Company. Irish coffee, Guinness, other beverages and books will
be offered for sale beginning at 7 p.m. and during intermission. Tickets are $40 and available at https://www.
brownpapertickets.com/event/4416880. For additional information, call 443-518-4568 or visit https://hocopolitso.
org/irish-evening.

Candlelight Concert Society:
Schumann Quartett
Sat., Feb. 22, 7:30-10 p.m. at Howard Community College, Horowitz Visual and Performing Arts Center, Smith
Theatre, 10901 Little Patuxent Parkway, Columbia. Candlelight Concert Society’s Chamber Music Series presents
the Schumann Quartett, “(O)ne of the very best formations among today’s quartet offspring,” this German ensemble “plays staggeringly well...with sparkling virtuosity
and a willingness to astonish.” ~ Sueddeutsche Zeitung.
Featuring Mozart: Quartet in D major, K. 499 “Hoffmeister”, Shostakovich: Quartet no. 9 in E-flat major, op. 117
and Smetana: Quartet no. 1 in E minor “From My Life.” To

Harold Howard’s Painting Service
Bonded and Insured

Painting, Drywall, Floors
Wallpaper, and Carpentry
Over 30 Years in Business
MHIC
#47783

410-218-6261

www.howardpaintingmd.net

purchase tickets, visit www.candlelightconcerts.org or call
410-997-2324.

Sensory-Friendly Sunday
at the Nature Center
Sun., Feb. 16, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at Robinson Nature
Center, 6692 Cedar Ln, Columbia. This monthly event is
designed for families with kids, teens, and adults with sensory processing differences, autism spectrum disorder, or
developmental disabilities. Center opens early, allowing
visitors to enjoy a calm environment. Explore the exhibits,
Discovery Room, trails, and outdoor play area. Planetarium
opens between 11:30 a.m. and noon. Sensory maps, sensory backpacks and quiet areas available. While walk-ins
welcome, you are encouraged to reserve your space. Registration/Info: www.howardcountymd.gov/RNC/sensoryfriendlyvisit. All ages welcome. $5/adult; $3/child; Free,
members and children under 3 yrs.

“Kill Move Paradise”
Thurs., Feb. 20 through Sun. March 8, times vary, at Howard Community College, Horowitz Visual and Performing
Arts Center, Studio Theatre, 10901 Little Patuxent Parkway, Columbia. The regional premiere of “Kill Move Paradise” takes the Elysium of Greek antiquity and flips the
script. Set in a cosmic waiting room in the afterlife prepared
for its newly deceased inhabitants, we follow Isa, Daz, Grif
and Tiny as they try to make sense of the world they have
been untimely ripped from. Inspired by ever growing list of
slain unarmed black men and women, “Kill Move Paradise”
is an expressionistic buzz saw through the contemporary
myth that “all lives matter” and a portrait of the slain, not
as degenerates who deserved death but as heroes who demand that we see them for the splendid beings they are.
Ticket prices vary and can be ordered by phone at 443518-1500 or online at www.repstage.org/tickets.

Dueling Pianos Featured in
Free Family Affair
Sat., Feb. 22, 7:30 p.m. at St. Louis Church, 12500 Clarksville Pike, Clarksville. Parents and daughter face off at the
keyboards in a “Family Meeting: Dueling Pianos” in a free,
light classical and pops program. The family affair features
husband and wife duo pianists Marianne and Peter Lauffer
with a special appearance by their daughter, Heather
Adelsberger, artistic director of the St. Louis Church Concert Series. The family will perform assorted combinations of selections on the grands, composed and arranged
for multiple pianos and keyboardists, with the spotlight
on Gershwin’s iconic 1924 “Rhapsody in Blue.” No tickets
are required, but best seating is available on a first-come
basis. For more information about “Dueling Pianos” or the
2020 St. Louis Concerts Series through May, visit www.stlconcertseries.org.
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COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS
Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting
“Our Passion is Your Pets”

Reclaim and Repurpose Your Space

Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation,
mid-day, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder &
gift. Contact: www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309;
jneckritz@comcast.net.

Time Saver Advantage Specializes in Decluttering and Organizing. Our team provides the physical energy, objectivity, and accountability to turn chaos into order. Contact
Beverly Johnston: 410-428-6771. bev@tsadvantage.com
or www.tsadvantage.com.

Tutor

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration

Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder,
High Functioning Autism, Advocate; all ages (K-12); specializing in organizational skills, study skills, time management, reading/writing process, reading skills, all with
application to content material at any level. SAT/ACT reading and English areas. Background: Special Education
Coordinator for school-based programs. Howard County
resident. 301-922-6827 or email InsightsEd@gmail.com.

Stay Connected!
In addition to The Villager, the River Hill Community
Association has a number of ways to keep you
updated about the community.
Website: www.villageofriverhill.org
Facebook: River Hill Community Association/Claret Hall
Twitter: @RHCAClarksville
Email List: To sign up, text CLARETHALL to 22828

Snow Shovelers
NAME

ADDRESS		 PHONE NO.

Sydney Ash

Autumn Wind Circle

678-780-9662

Cedar Kennedy

Countless Stars Run

443-805-7581

Eric Key

Floating Clouds Path

443-518-9679

Woodie Lynott

Early Lilacs Path

443-878-8036

Kim Munro		

202-731-3248

Jackson Smith

Red Clover Lane

240-429-9282

Sam & Sean Smole

Autumn Wind Circle

410-290-1507

Tyler Windsor

Floating Clouds Path

410-935-2874
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Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support
including Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more. Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771,
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

NAME

ADDRESS		 PHONE NO.

Sydney Ash **

Autumn Wind Circle

678-780-9662

Alyza Berson

Swift Current Way

443-812-5742

Mycah Berson

Swift Current Way

443-812-5791

Jennifer Bleakney

Waving Tree Court

410-531-5391

Paige Cohen **

Onward Trail

240-470-6158

Aja Cooke

Western Star Run

410-960-0414

Giuliana Del Buono

Distant Thunder Trail

410-707-3430 (c)

Jonathon DiPietro *

Leaves of Grass Court

410-531-1343

Charlotte Farris

Radiant Gleam Way

410-300-7060

Sydney Greenberg
Lane

667-240-5665

Alma Hagstrom **

Morning Time Lane

667-786-2080

Lina Hassan

Gentle Light Lane

667-231-5605

Lesleigh Hilliard

Rippling Water Walk

443-492-8221

Cedar Kennedy **

Countless Stars Run

443-805-7581

Dani Krause **

Shining Stars Lane

443-812-4641

Erin Lovell *

River Run

301-467-9608

Maddie Lynott *

Early Lilacs Path

443-535-8956

Melina Mazzella *

White Pebble Path

410-531-7899

Fairest Dream

Anna Munro **		

202-725-5102

Kim Munro *		

202-731-3248

Ethan Peeples **

Great Star Drive

443-574-5259

Samantha Smole **

Autumn Wind Circle

410-963-1051

Evan Spind

Empty Song Road

443-956-8172

* CPR/First Aid Trained

** CPR/First Aid Certified
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