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Capital Digestive Care
Columbia Family Eye Care
Frank Giarratano, CPA
Kevin Gordon, State Farm 
Handyman from Heaven
Harold Howard Painting
Hilltop Child Care Center

Kimco Realty
Kumon North America
Shun Lu Re/Max 100
Molly Maid
Mr. Handyman
Northrop Team Real Estate
PCF Management 

PLEASE THANK OUR ADVERTISERS for supporting the Village of River Hill.

Personal Computerworks, Inc.
Eileen Robbins / Long & Foster
Vanguard Orthodontics
Westerlund / LeReve Real Estate 
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.
Harry Witzke Funeral Home

Upcoming Events:
2/16  Bingo  Pg. 15

3/12  Container Garden Seminar  Pg. 8

3/17  Bob Ross Paint Activity   Pg. 14

River Hill Square Project Moves Forward

The proposed plan for the redevelopment of the River Hill Garden Center property includes a 
designated space for the U.S. Post Office, a bank, retail shops and restaurants.

Election Volunteers 
Needed

Village elections will be held on Satur-
day, April 28, and the Association needs 
volunteers to serve on the Election Com-
mittee. Committee members oversee the 
voting process including updating the 
election procedures, validating the nomi-
nation petitions, organizing a Candidates 
Forum when there is a contested elec-
tion, and staffing the polls and counting 
the ballots on election day. Volunteering 
for this committee is a short-term commit-
ment and an excellent way to learn more 
about the community. Members of the As-
sociation eligible to vote in the election 
may serve. Are you interested? Contact 
Susan Smith at manager@villageofriver-
hill.org or 410-531-1749 for more infor-
mation.

River Hill Square, LLC met with the 
County’s Design Advisory Panel 
(DAP) in December 2017 to review 

their revised design plans to redevelop 
the River Hill Garden Center property. 
On January 24, the developer held a pre-
submission meeting to review these plans 
with the community. The next step in the 
process is for the developer to submit the 
Site Development Plan (SDP) to the De-
partment of Planning and Zoning (DPZ) 
for review by the Subdivision Review Com-
mittee.

Changes made to the plan since the de-
veloper’s first presentation to the DAP in 
February 2017 include:
• Moving buildings closer to MD 108 and 

reducing the amount of parking along 
the road frontage;

• Increasing the green space along MD 
108;

• Anchoring development with two stand-
alone buildings (one of which is pro-
posed to be a bank) closer to MD 108;

• Expanding the width of internal side-
walks, adding landscaping, and using 
special paving in pedestrian areas and 
crosswalks;

• Improved architectural character and 
use of building materials such as glass, 
stone, metal, and some brick; and

• Improved pedestrian connections, in-
cluding a proposal to connect at the 
rear to the Columbia Association path-
way that runs behind Whistling Winds 
Walk and connections into the center 
from the multi-use pathway which runs 
along the frontage.
In December, the DAP agreed the ar-

chitecture, site plan and materials were 
substantially improved when compared 
to the original plan. They did recommend 
design improvements to make the plan 
more consistent with the Clarksville Pike 
Streetscape Plan and Design Guidelines. 
Some of these recommendations were ad-
dressed by the developer at the January 

pre-submission meeting. The developer 
stated plans to:
• Enhance the Main Street with special 

paving, plantings, and lighting;
• Keep all lighting on site a lower scale 

Continued on Page 6
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Board Highlights . . .

Board Meeting Schedule

All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River Hill Village 
Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior 
to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident 
Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you have written ma-
terial you would like the Board to review, please drop it by the 
village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved 
minutes are available for review at the village office and on the 
association’s website. For additional information, please contact 
the village office. (Contact info at left.)

NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: February 5 and March 5 at 7 
p.m. Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board 
Meeting Agendas & Minutes. 

Village Manager: 
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Covenant Advisor: 
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Facility Coordinator: 
Eudene Rossi, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Communications Coordinator: 
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Events Coordinator: 
Leslie McDermott, events@villageofriverhill.org

Administrative Assistant: 
Katharine Mason, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday 9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.–Noon

Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to: 
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

River Hill Community 
Association, Inc.

Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029

Phone 410-531-1749, 410-531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259

website: www.villageofriverhill.org

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:  

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz

Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com

RIVER HILL BOARD
Robert Choi  ..................................................................croblee@yahoo.com
Renee DuBois  .........................................................................443-686-0702 
Tony Miceli  ......................................................... mathman2121@gmail.com 
Dalia Shlash  ............................................................dalia.shlash@gmail.com 
Harjeet Singh Jandu, Vice Chair............................ janduharjeet@icloud.com 
Richard Thomas, Chair  .......................................richthomas.rh@verizon.net 
Liyan Zhang  ...........................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Yamini Ananth (Student Committee)
Cindy Tian (Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Chao Wu, chaowu2016@gmail.com

• Approved FY18 2nd Quarter Financial Reports and Variance 
Analysis.

• Consensus of the Board to reiterate the Association’s prior 
comments at the River Hill Square pre-submission meeting on 
January 24.

• Consensus of the Board to send written input to the Design Ad-
visory Panel in support of changes made by Erickson Living to 
the public amenity spaces and outlining the Association’s traf-
fic and safety-related concerns.

• Minutes Approved: December 4, 2017.

New to the Neighborhood?
We’re Glad You’re Here!
Please come in to Claret Hall 
to introduce yourself, pick up a 
Welcome Packet and small gift. We 
have lots of information to help you 
get acquainted with the community.   
Welcome Packets and gifts are for River Hill CPRA-assessed 
properties only.  Not sure? Call 410-531-1749 or visit  
www.villageofriverhill.org for more information.
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Chao Wu, Ph.D.
River Hill Representative to Columbia Council and
Columbia Association Board of Directors
Email: superbwu@gmail.com  website: www.chaowu.org

Disclaimer: This column only represents Dr. Chao Wu’s personal 
opinion. It does not represent River Hill Board of Directors nor Co-
lumbia Association’s Board. 

Council Corner: Columbia Association Budget  
Public Hearing Summary and Other News
Columbia Association News

The Columbia Association’s (CA) board of directors has been 
discussing the 2019-2020 budget for several months and held a 
budget public forum on January 18. 

During the public forum, the CA board heard the following tes-
timonies:
• One village association asked for specific facility upgrades and 

funding for special programs. They also expressed dissatisfac-
tion with the assessment share and contingency fund decisions 
made by the CA board earlier in the budget process. 

• Several organizations asked for continued support of the Co-
lumbia Council of Arts and the Columbia Downtown Partner-
ship. 

• The Howard County Pickleball Association asked for support of 
pickleball activities by sharing tennis courts or building a dedi-
cated indoor pickleball court. 

• The CA Aquatics Advisory Committee requested a new 25-yard 
indoor swimming pool. In 2017, CA and Howard County con-
ducted a joint study for a 50-meter pool and could not find an 
appropriate location. 

• Several people and organizations, either supported or opposed 
CA giving more than $500,000 to Inner Arbor Trust for path-
way construction in Symphony Woods. A playground in Sym-
phony Woods was also discussed. For information purposes, a 
1-acre playground costs around one million dollars.

The CA board is expected to vote on the budget at the Feb-
ruary 22 board meeting. The board would still like to hear your 
input. Send your comments to: Board.Members@ColumbiaAsso-
ciation.org.

River Hill News
Dalia Shlash, the River Hill board’s open space liaison, held a 

community meeting on January 18 to discuss site selection and 
upgrades for two tot lots in River Hill. Based on feedback from 
residents and CA, the Indian Summer Drive tot lot (RH25) and the 
River Run tot lot (RH4) are the locations that the association will 
likely recommend to CA for upgrades. The Association did hear 
from residents requesting upgrades to the South Wind Circle tot 
lot (RH22). The Association will consider requesting upgrades to 
this tot lot in a future phase.

The River Hill community association continues to actively 
share its views on the River Hill Square and Erickson Senior Liv-
ing developments near the village. 

OUR VOLUNTEERS ARE TOTALLY AWESOME! River Hill is lucky to have an abundance of 
wonderful volunteers that serve on various committees. They were recently honored at an 
80s-themed Volunteer Appreciation Dinner. It was like totally tubular!
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Proposed Retirement 
Community Update

On January 24, the County’s Design Advisory Panel (DAP) 
reviewed Erickson Living’s revised concept designs for the 
Limestone Valley Continuing Care Retirement Community. The 
community is proposed for the north side of MD 108 at the inter-
section with Sheppard Lane. During the time between the DAP’s 
initial review on December 6 and the January meeting, Erickson 
Living modified the design in response to the panel’s recommen-
dations and comments provided by the community. The Associa-
tion believes the revised design better reflects the objectives of the 
Clarksville Pike Streetscape Plan and Design Guidelines and the 
enhancement requirements established in the zoning regulations 
for Community Enhancement Floating zones.

The developer was responsive to the Association’s initial DAP 
input. Key improvements in the revised design are:
• The expansion of amenities accessible to the public including 

a children’s play area, dog park, bocce, and pickleball courts 
with adjacent parking;

• Enhanced views into the property from MD 108 and the use of 
the topography to create an amphitheater; and

• The co-location of amenities to create community gathering 
spaces that will support opportunities for interpersonal and 
programmatic connections between the CCRC’s residents and 
the broader Clarksville/River Hill community.
The Association is also pleased that Erickson Living has been 

in discussion with other stakeholders about extending the multi-
use pathway to the east and west of the site and investigating the 

potential for extending pedestrian and bike amenities along the 
southern side of MD 108. Expansion of these features will improve 
safety, encourage integration of the new development, and set the 
standards for all new construction and redevelopment projects 
along this corridor. To view the revised concept plans, visit www.
ericksonatlimestone.com. 

Elements in the plan that the Association considers essential 
are the signalization of the MD 108/Linden Linthicum Lane inter-
section and the creation of an access road that will extend Linden 
Linthicum Lane across MD 108 and behind the existing commer-
cial properties. However, the safety of the project’s proposed main 
entrance on MD 108 remains a major Association concern. Er-
ickson and their traffic engineering consultant have had multiple 
conversations with the Traffic and Safety Committee and they are 
exploring options. 

The next step for Erickson is to file the official petition to 
change the zoning of the site to a Community Enhancement Float-
ing zone. Erickson has submitted a petition to amend PlanHoward 
2030, the County’s General Plan, to extend public water and sewer 
to the site. Throughout these processes, there will be additional 
opportunities for the public to have input. The Planning Board will 
review and make recommendations on both matters. The Zoning 
Board will have the final decision-making authority on the zoning 
change. Amendments to PlanHoward require a legislative change 
approved by the County Council. The River Hill Community As-
sociation will continue to provide input throughout the process 
and encourages residents to also be involved. We invite residents 
to share their ideas and opinions with the Association by attend-
ing meetings of the Development Advisory and Traffic and Safe-
ty Committees, speaking at Resident Speak Out during a Board 
meeting, or contacting the village manager at manager@villageo-
friverhill.org or 410-531-1749. 

Citizens Police Academy
Attention Howard County residents 18 and over: Ever wonder 

what kind of training your police officers receive? Experience it 
first-hand at HCPD’s Citizens Police Academy! This free, interac-
tive, 12-week course gives participants an inside look into the de-
partment’s day-to-day operations and training exercises. Classes 
are taught by police instructors in a police academy setting at the 
James N. Robey Public Safety Training Center in Marriottsville. 
Participants will experience: tours of the police department, train-
ing center, crime lab and 911 call center; courses on traffic laws 
and enforcement, police use of force, community policing, human 
trafficking, gang investigations, drug overview and more; presen-
tations by the department’s K9, Aviation and Tactical units; inter-
active firearms training on a firearms simulator and police pursuit 
and driver training; and a ride-along with a police officer. 

Participants must meet the following requirements:
• Be Howard County residents
• At least 18 years old 
• Have no criminal record 
• Commit to attend a minimum of 10 of the 12 sessions to receive 

a certificate of completion.
The next Citizens Police Academy will begin May 7 and run 

every Monday through July 30 from 7-9:30 p.m. (with the excep-
tion of Memorial Day). Space is limited! Complete and return an 
application by Feb. 28 for consideration. For more information, 
call 410-313-1364 or visit www.howardcountymd.gov/Depart-
ments/Police.

Frank J. Giarratano, CPA
4237 Red Bandana Way
Ellicott City, MD 21042
Office: 443 283 2083
FAX: 443 283 1407

Web Site: FJGCPA.com
Email: Frank.Giarratano@FJGCPA.com

Tax Return Preparation
Personal, business, and trust tax returns prepared. Call for an 
appointment. Weekend and evening hours available.

Tax Collection Issues
If you owe tax, penalty and interest to the IRS it is possible to have 
the total amount reduced. Call me for a free consultation.

Audit Issues
If the IRS is questioning amounts reported on your tax return do 
not discuss the issues with the IRS. Discussing the issues with the 
IRS can cost you a substantial amount of money. Call me for a free 
consultation.

Credit Cards Accepted
Former Internal Revenue Service Agent

Certified Public Accountant in Maryland and New York
Member: American Institute of Certified Public Accountants

Member: Maryland Association of Certified Public Accountants
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Offices in 
Clarksville and Maple Lawn

Offering the latest in orthodontic 
technology including Invisalign, 
Invisalign Teen, and esthetic 
(clear) braces.

Free initial consultation,
evening hours available.

Orthodontics for Adolescents, Children, and Adults

410-381-1077
www.VanguardSmiles.com Drs. Byron & David Bonebreak, Board Certified Orthodontists

Now Open in 

Clarksville Commons

using poles 14 – 16’ tall, use indirect lighting, and shield light 
fixtures from residential areas so that all light remains on site;

• Retain as much of the existing, treed buffer along the two rear 
sides as possible, add additional landscaping where able, and 
retain or replace the existing fencing with fencing of a similar 
style and height.
Although the DAP recommended a re-evaluation of the park-

ing to determine if the buffer between the project and the adja-
cent neighborhood could be expanded, no parking spaces were 
eliminated in the plan presented to the public. The current plan 
includes 241 parking spaces, which is 3 more than the minimum 
required by the County based on the project’s size and type. 

At the pre-submission meeting, members of the community 
commented on the impact of the project. Due to the elevation of 
the site, which is higher than the properties to the rear, lighting 
continues to be a concern. Nearby residents asked for more ev-
ergreen screening and inquired about enhancing the berms to 
minimize the impact. Members of the River Hill Community As-
sociation’s Watershed Advisory Committee inquired about the 
stormwater management plans including use of permeable pave-
ment, rain gardens, and native plant materials. Tony Miceli, Chair 
of the Association’s Traffic and Safety Committee, expressed 
concern about the right out exit and inquired whether it can be 
removed. Anticipated issues include delays caused by merging ve-
hicles and the hazards caused by exiting vehicles crossing multi-
ple lanes to turn onto Sheppard Lane. 

What are the next steps? Anyone who provided their names 
and addresses/emails at the pre-submission meeting (and any-
one unable to attend the meeting who contacts the developer/pe-

titioner requesting to be added to the list) will receive copies of the 
minutes from the January 24 meeting within 30 days. In addition, 
everyone on the list will receive notice of the actual SDP submis-
sion within 7 days of filing.  

Citizens may request a meeting with a staff member of DPZ to 
review the initial SDP submittal after the plan has been formally 
submitted to DPZ. In addition, once the SDP is submitted, DPZ will 
upload data and information to its website (“Search Development 
Plans and Public Meetings” web application): at https://data.how-
ardcountymd.gov/Search_Plans/Search_Plans_Web.aspx.

Once River Hill Square, LLC files their SDP with the county, 
the Subdivision Review Committee will review the plan to ensure 
all regulations are complied with. It is highly likely that the devel-
oper will be asked to make further revisions before construction 
can proceed.

River Hill Square, from pg 1
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$20k Above Full Price
RIVER HILL

5713 Whistling Winds Walk

Shun Lu, Ph.D, Re/Max 100
410-440-7738 (C) 
410-730-6100 (O)

Email: ShunLu@ReMax.net | Web: ShunLuTeam.com

Top 1% of Realtors Nationwide 
A Resident of Clarksville

Unparalleled Quality  — Every Listing Sold Fast & For Top Dollar

 RIVER HILL $700,000
$25k Higher Than Full Price

12117 Flowing Water Tr., Clarksville

 RIVER HILL SCHOOLS
$16,500 Higher than Full Price

6122 Trotter Ridge Ct., Columbia

CLARKS GLEN $829,900
6572 Ballymore Lane,

Clarksville

RIVER HILL SCHOOLS
6304 River Hill Overlook Dr.

Clarksville. $985,000.

RIVER HILL: 6212 Waving 
Willow Path, Clarksville

Extensively and beautifully 
updated Colonial, 5 bdrm / 3.5 

bath,  brand new kitchen, newly 
finished walkout lower level. 

New roof, new HVAC. Large, flat 
backyard. A rare find!    

ABOVE FULL PRICE
6413 Tara Pl., Clarksville 

RIVER HILL 
$15k Above Full Price
6102 White Marble Ct.

$16k Above Full Price
RIVER HILL

5764 Whistling Winds Walk

CLARKS GLEN 
$16,100 Above Full Price

6412 Erin Dr., Clarksville

SOLD IN 5 DAYS
SOLD IN 5 DAYS SOLD IN 12 DAYS

SOLD IN 9 DAYSCOMING SOON SOLD IN 6 DAYSSOLD IN 4 DAYS SOLD IN 4 DAYS

SOLD IN 4 DAYS SOLD IN 4 DAYS

School News
Update on Inclement Weather 
Make-Up Days

Interim Superintendent Michael J. Martirano has announced 
a change in the designated make-up days for inclement weather 
school closings for the 2017-2018 school year. Friday, May 18, has 
been designated as an additional possible make-up day. Students 
are not scheduled to attend school on that date.

Presidents Day, a state-mandated school holiday, is no longer 
under consideration as a possible make-up day, because the state 
expects school systems to exhaust all possible solutions to make 
up inclement weather closings before requesting a waiver. Other 
days designated as possible make-up days include April 4, 5 and 
6 and June 15, 2018.

A decision on the specific days to be used as make-up days will 
be made later in the winter, when more information about the total 
number of days needed will be available. Families, staff and the 
community will be informed as soon as the final decision is made.

Board Retains Current Start 
and Dismissal Times Model 

The Howard County Board of Education voted to retain the 
existing model for school start and dismissal times for the 2018–
2019 academic year.

In choosing to maintain the current model, the Board con-
sidered four alternative models for modified start and dismissal 
times, and weighed multiple factors, including budgetary impact, 
implementation challenges, public feedback, research on the im-
pact on student well-being and achievement, and the impact of 
schedule changes to before- and after-school activities, athletics 
and childcare. All four of the alternative models would have re-
quired the use of more school buses, adding costs to the school 
system budget ranging from $6.2 million to $9.1 million per year.

The December 19 Board action concludes an extensive study 
and analysis process begun in 2013. In making its decision, the 
Board also voted to rescind its February 23, 2017, action to im-
plement changes to start and dismissal times for the 2018–2019 
school year.

The School Start and Dismissal Time Report presented at the 
December 19 Board meeting, which includes a comparison of the 
four alternative models, is posted online at www.boarddocs.com/
mabe/hcpssmd/Board.nsf.

Atholton High School Presents 
The Addams Family

The Atholton High School Theatre Department will present the 
Broadway musical, The Addams Family, on Thursday, March 1 
at 7 p.m., Friday, March 2 at 7 p.m., and Saturday, March 3 at 2 
p.m. and 7 p.m. 
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School News
Tickets are $12 for all performances ($10 for students and se-

nior citizens) and may be purchased in advance by visiting www.
atholtondrama.org. 

River Hill High School  
Presents Pippin

This March, the River Hill High School Theatre Arts Depart-
ment will proudly present the Broadway musical, Pippin. With a 
memorable score from multiple Tony, Oscar, and Grammy winner, 
Stephen Schwartz, Pippin is the story of one young man’s journey 
to be extraordinary. This multiple Tony-award winning show was 
originally produced on Broadway in 1972 (directed by the legend-
ary Bob Fosse) and then successfully revived in 2015. River Hill’s 
production promises to bring magic and joy to the hearts of audi-
ence members of all ages. 

The cast of more than 40 RHHS students includes Austin 
Abraham (Pippin), Jasmine Tiamfook (Leading Player), Jerry Chen 
(Leading Player), Matt Island (Charlemagne), Brennen Young 
(Charlemagne), Mia Ehrlich (Fastrada), Deven Ferrer (Fastra-
da), Robyn Levy (Berthe), Ashleigh Steinberg (Berthe), Danielle 
Gover (Catherine) , Caroline Lovelace (Catherine), Joey Heitzmann 
(Lewis), Ryan True (Lewis), and Dillan Goel (Theo).

Performances will be held in the River Hill High School audi-
torium on March 1, 2, 3  at 7 p.m. and March 4 at  2 p.m. Tick-

ets are $13 in advance and $14 at the door. The advance ticket 
sale price ($13) will be honored at the door if you bring a non-per-
ishable food item. All food donations go to Howard County Food 
Bank. To purchase tickets in advance, visit www.seatyourself.biz/
rhhs.

If you have questions or need further information, contact Pam 
Land at pland@hcpss.org or 410-313-7120. 

Camera Equipment Donations
The Photography program at River Hill High School is a dying 

breed across high schools and even colleges in the country and 
your neglected or just unused old film cameras are needed to help 
keep it going. River Hill is one of only a handful of high school pro-
grams in the country to offer traditional darkroom photography to 
students as part of the Visual Arts department. Along with learn-
ing to shoot digitally and using the computer lab, students are 
taught to shoot film, process it, and print photographs the “old-
fashioned way.”

Howard County supplies the funds to keep these disciplines 
alive, and a few years ago when the County was forced to decide 
between paying more per student or cut funding for photo, they 
were able to leave River Hill’s program intact. However, more help 
is needed. One of the most necessary parts is the camera. If you 
have an old 35mm film SLR (Single Lens Reflex) camera or any 
photo or darkroom equipment that is not getting use and you 
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School News
would like it to have a new life, please consider donating it to River 
Hill. Many students do not have access to camera equipment even 
though parents, neighbors, or relatives often have this equipment 
just sitting and gathering dust. It will go to good use and students 
will make great art out of your donation.

Equipment may be dropped off in the front office of River Hill or 
contact Jacob Cecil, Fine Arts Lead Teacher, at jacob_cecil@hcpss.
org to arrange a pickup, answer questions about what items are 
needed or any other questions. 

PRES “Learning Together 
Program for Prekindergarten”

The Pointers Run Regional Early Childhood Center (RECC) tod-
dler and preschool programs are making preparations for classes 
for the 2018-2019 school year. These classes include children with 
and without disabilities. The program’s focus is to help all children 
develop communication, literacy, math, problem solving, motor, 
and social skills. Parents of children who will be 3 by September 1 
or 4 years of age may contact Sara Hipp in the school office for an 
application package beginning February 15.  

All applications must be returned by the last Friday in March. 
A limited number of openings are available for children without 
disabilities. Children are selected based upon screening informa-
tion given on the application form and the “Ages and Stages Ques-

tionnaire,” as well as observations of the child’s participation in a 
playgroup. If necessary, a lottery process is conducted.    

Questions may be directed to Patricia Applefeld or Jane Ber-
man at 410-313-7142. 

Choose Civility Poster and 
Video Contest

All HCPSS students in grades K–12 are encouraged to enter 
the countywide Choose Civility Poster and Video Contest.  This 
year’s theme is #choose2Bkind, focusing on how the little things 
we do every day can make our community stronger and inspire 
others. Full details, including entry criteria and submission infor-
mation, are available at www.choosecivility.org. 

Entries will be accepted from March 1-25. All entries must be 
submitted to Monica Herber at the Columbia Association Art Cen-
ter, 6100 Foreland Garth, Columbia, MD 21045. Entries can be 
dropped off or mailed. For more information, call 410-730-0075 
or send an email to monica.herber@columbiaassociation.org.

Entries will be exhibited from April 4 – 25 at the Columbia Art 
Center. A reception and awards ceremony will be held on April 25 
from 5-6:30 p.m. at the Columbia Art Center.

The contest is presented in partnership with the Columbia As-
sociation Art Center, Howard County Library System, and Howard 
County Public School System.
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School News

Classes in River Hill 

GOSU Martial Arts  (Claret Hall)

Mon  ongoing 6-9 p.m. 
For information or to register, email GOSUmartialarts@gmail.
com or call 240-678-3854.

Chinese Wushu (Claret Hall)

Sat. ongoing  9:30-10:30 a.m.
Sat. ongoing 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Call 240-247-7048 or email uscwi@uschinesewushu.com.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)

Wed ongoing 10-10:45 a.m.  Ages 0-5
Th ongoing  10-10:45 a.m.  Ages 0-5
For information visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com or call 
301-758-0304.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 7:30-8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Triathlean (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 7:15-8:15 p.m.
For information call 301-213-9670 or email dserpico34@out-
look.com.

Zumba (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing  9:30-10:30 a.m.
Tu/Th ongoing 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Call 410-245-5900 or email msmarialk@gmail.com to register.

River Hill High School Boosters 
Mattress Sale & Fundraiser

Are you in the market for a new mattress this year? River Hill 
High School’s Boosters Club is holding a mattress sale fundraiser 
on Sunday, February 11 from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. in the school’s caf-
eteria. All sizes of brand new, name brand, quality mattresses that 
come with a full factory warranty will be available at up to 50% 
off retail prices. An entire mattress store will be set up inside the 
school, and every purchase will benefit the athletics program. De-
livery and haul away of your old mattress is available for an ad-
ditional charge. Details are available at www.bit.ly/beds4riverhill.

HCPSS Accepting Student 
Member of the Board 
Applications

Each year, one student represents the student voice as a mem-
ber on the Board of Education. HCPSS grants the Student Mem-
ber of the Board (SMOB) full status as a board member and can 
vote on all issues except issues pertaining to budget, personnel, or 
other restricted matters.

Any current sophomore or junior in Howard County may apply 

The Association 
is updating its 
list of teen snow 
shovelers and 
snow blowers. 
This list is provided to residents inquiring 
about assistance with snow removal. If you 
are interested in being included, call 410-531-
1749 or email riverhill@villageofriverhill.org 
with your contact information.
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School News
for this position. The student must be regularly enrolled in an 
HCPSS high school and academically eligible. A student delegate 
convention will convene on February 21 to review the Student 
Member of the Board of Education applicants and nominate the 
final two candidates who will run for the Student Member of the 
Board of Education position. The election will be held April 18 in 
middle and high schools.

Applicants must submit an application, a resume, essay re-
sponses, a confirmation of academic eligibility signed by a guid-
ance counselor, the principal’s recognition that the student is 
running for this position, a statement of parent permission, and 
two letters of recommendation.

Students who wish to be considered for this position must 
submit a completed application by 4 p.m., Friday, February 9. 
Details and the application are available on the Howard County 
Association of Student Council website at http://hcasc.hcpss.
org. Applications also are available in high school counselor 
offices. 

HoCo Student Film Festival
The 14th Annual HoCo Student Film Festival will be held on 

March 9 at 7 p.m. at the Charles E. Miller Library in Ellicott City. 
Last year, over fifty films were submitted, and most met the re-
quirements to move on to the judges. Ten HCPSS high schools 
were represented. 

Students can make a film about anything, as long as it is ap-
propriate for a family audience and adheres to HCPSS policies 
about no drugs, alcohol, sexual content or violence. Films should 
adhere to basic story structure and will be judged on certain crite-
ria. For a rubric and brief video about the Regulations & Submis-
sions Process, visit www.hocofilmfest.com.

 The deadline to submit films is Friday, February 23. 

HC DrugFree Category in  
HoCo Student Film Fest

HC DrugFree is pleased to partner with the HoCo Student Film 
Festival. This year, HC DrugFree is looking for Howard Coun-
ty film-savvy teens able to create Public Service Announcements 
(PSAs) focusing on how alcohol/drug use and abuse effects fam-
ily and friends. Films are to be 30-90 seconds, be appropriate for 
family viewing, and have an original concept or idea. The target 
audience is middle and high school students and their parents/
guardians.

HC DrugFree staff is happy to answer any questions, or stu-
dents may check the HoCo Film Festival website at www.hcdrug-
free.org/hoco-filmfest for updates. 

Films will be judged, and the top films will be shown at the 
HoCo Film Festival on Friday, March 9 at the Miller Library in Elli-
cott City. Prizes and trophies will be awarded.
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Architectural News

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review 
and recommendation meetings age generally held at 7:30 
p.m. at Claret Hall. The sign-in sheet is available at 7 p.m. 
and applications are reviewed in the order that applicants 
sign in. Applicants should bring any supplemental docu-
mentation, application amendments, or additional infor-
mation that the RAC may have requested. Residents are 
encouraged to attend the RAC review meeting.

Architectural Guidelines and application forms for ex-
terior alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained 
at www.villageofriverhill.org under Covenants in the menu 
bar; or at Claret Hall. Agendas are published in the Villag-
er when the publication schedule permits. RAC meeting 
agendas are posted at the Village office and on the website.

 Please allow 5-6 weeks for the entire application pro-
cess. 

RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION & DEADLINE
Submit Application By For Meeting On

January 19, 2018 February 7, 2018

February 2, 2018 February 21, 2018

February 16, 2018 March 7, 2018

March 2, 2018 March 21, 2018

March 16, 2018 April 4, 2018

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline Fridays by 12 Noon

Next RAC Meeting: February 21, 2018

AC Decisions
February 7, 2018                                                                                                                                                    

Pending
6401 Misty Top Pass  Fence
6400 Distant Melody Place Play Equipment                                                                                                                            

January 17, 2018

Approved
6325 Morning Time Lane  Deck Steps (relocation)
6329 Angel Rose Court  Tree Removals
6625 Forest Shade Trail  Patio
6046 Blue Point Court  Patio                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                                       
January 3, 2018

Approved
6105 Swift Current Way  Patio, Retaining Wall
5753 Whistling Winds Walk Tree Removals
6417 River Run   Fence

Approved with Condition
6121 Eternal Ocean  Fence                                                                                               
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Architectural News
Is Your Dog Creating a 
Nuisance? 

I get it. It’s too late or too early, and it’s cold, snowy, and icy, 
and you don’t want to take the dog for a walk. Instead, you put the 
dog out in the backyard and leave it there or forget it’s out there. 
It barks and barks, disturbing the neighbors because it wants to 
come back inside. County law Section 17.302, states that a nui-
sance occurs when: 

“A domesticated animal disturbs the public peace. This can 
occur when pet owners let their pet out in the yard early in the 
moring or late at night and then leave the dog out there or forget 
to bring the dog back in. A dog barking all day and night is con-
sidered a nusiance. Other nusiances are: a domesticated animal 
runs at large (off the property of its owner), a domesticated animal 
disturbs garbage on public property or garbage properly placed 
for disposal; a domesticated animal damages the property of per-
sons other than the animal’s owner; or the odor of a domesticated 
animal fouls the air and creates an unreasonable annoyance or 
discomfort to neighbors or others in close proximity to the prem-
ises where the animal is kept.... Domesticated animals must not 
be permitted to threaten the safety or welfare of other domesti-
cated animals or people. Domesticated animals are considered to 
be exhibiting threatening behavior when they endanger the life or 
health of  another domesticated animal or person, attack a domes-
ticated animal or person, or otherwise molest and interfere with a 
person’s freedom of movement in a public place.” 

If a domesticated animal is on an owner’s property, either 
chained or behind an invisible fence, this is not considered to be at 
large. If you have concerns, need to report a nuisance, or suspect 
neglect, contact Animal Control at 410-313-2780. 

Stay Connected!
In addition to The Villager,  

the River Hill Community Association has a number of ways to 
keep you updated about what is happening in River Hill!

Website: www.villageofriverhill.org
Facebook: River Hill Community Association/Claret Hall

Twitter: @RHCAClarksville
Email List: To sign up, text CLARETHALL to 22828

Did you know?
Claret Hall is often the place where found items get turned 

in and people who have lost items claim them.

If you find something, bring it by. If you’ve lost something, 
call us! 410-531-1749.
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Watershed Tip

Getting Away from the Throw-
Away Habit

Those ubiquitous disposable plastic water bottles are often 
called the Hummers of H2O. We guzzle millions of barrels of oil a 
year making, transporting and refrigerating the plastic bottles to 
satisfy a questionable need for convenience and perhaps status. 

Little of that plastic is recycled, much ends up polluting our 
rivers and oceans, and now we find it’s coming full circle – show-
ing up in our drinking water and in us. 

Alternatives to plastic water bottles and a host of other single-
use plastic and even paper items are easy to find. The idea is less 
buying, less tossing, and more reusing. To get you started, the 
River Hill Watershed Committee came up with a list of our favor-
ite reusable items: 
• By now, we all know (if we can just remember) to bring reusable 

shopping bags, not just to the grocery store but to every store. 
We made reusable bags out of t-shirts at our Watershed Paloo-
za, but a wide variety of bags are readily available. Some of us 
use bags that collapse into a pouch, making them easy to carry 
in a purse or backpack. For fun, craft stores have inexpensive 
yet sturdy three-packs of canvas bags that you or your children 
can personalize with paints. 
If you find you are using many plastic bags while at the store 

for produce or bulk items, get some reusable cloth bags. The Pack-
age Free Shop, at www.packagefreeshop.com, or Natural Home 
www.naturalhomebrands.com have options. 

• Break the paper-napkin habit with no-iron cloth napkins. Use 
different napkin colors for each member of the family to use for 
many meals. 

• Replace plastic sandwich bags with washable sandwich wraps. 
Some brands include Wrap-n-mat; Lunchskins (not as easy to 
wash); Bee’s Wrap, and etee wrap. 

• Reuse old mason jars to store dry goods or as containers to 
bring soup to work. 

• Reuse newspaper either as the liner for your countertop com-
post pail or for wrapping food scraps and taking them directly 
to your Green Bin.

• Given the choice, get products that have the least packaging. 
In addition, some containers are reusable. If you eat Talenti 
ice cream or similar products, for example, reuse the empties 
for cut-up fruit in lunches or for leftovers. Some jam jars make 
great drinking glasses. 

• If straws are a must, try reusable, washable stainless steel or 
bamboo. (They often come with a brush for washing.) Similar-
ly, get a set of reusable wooden or stainless steel chopsticks for 
eating Chinese food. 

• Instead of wrapping paper, try reusable gift bags of paper or 
fabric. 

• Invest in a stainless steel water bottle. Carry it everywhere or 
look for drinking fountains. 
The switch from a throw-away to zero-waste world is in part a 

matter of habit. Send us your best ideas at newsletter@villageofriv-
erhill.org or comment at www.facebook.com/WatershedCommit-
tee, where we’ll post this tip.   
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AROUND TOWN
Senior Sweethearts Dance

Tues., Feb. 6, 1:30-4 p.m., Amherst House in Kings Contrivance, 
7251 Eden Brook Drive, Columbia. Dust off your dancing shoes 
for an afternoon of music, food and fun. Event includes a live DJ, 
favorite songs from the 50s, 60s and beyond, savory snacks and 
sweet treats, raffles and games. For ages 55 and older. $20 per 
person. To purchase tickets, call 410-884-6121 or email Com-
munityExchange@ColumbiaAssociation.org. All sales final. Snow 
date: Wednesday, Feb. 7.

Bowling Fundraiser and  
Middle Eastern Lunch Buffet

Sun., Mar. 4, 12-3 p.m. at Brunswick Bowling Alley, 7100 Carved 
Stone, Columbia. The Law Offices of Kirk Halpin & Associates is 
hosting its 8th annual fundraiser to benefit the Howard County 
Food Bank. Lunch buffet, bowling, and shoe rental are included 
when you bring at least two cans/boxes of food donations. Checks 
payable to the “Community Action Council” are also welcome in 
lieu of food donations. Donations can also be made on the day of 
the event via credit card. RSVP at https://bowling2018.app.rsvpi-
fy.com or via email at allison@halpinlawfirm.com or call 410-531-
1700 by February 23.

40th Annual Irish Evening of  
Music and Poetry

Fri., Feb. 9, 7:30 p.m. at Howard Community College, Smith The-
atre, Horowitz Center for the Performing Arts, 10901 Little Patux-
ent Parkway, Columbia. HoCoPoLitSo’s annual Irish celebration 
will feature a reading by award-winning writer Mike McCormack. 
Hosted by Irish evening Chair Catherine McLoughlin-Hayes, the 
evening also showcases Irish music by Narrowbacks and step-
dancing. Scones, beer, cocktails, Irish coffee, book sales and sign-
ing round out the night. For additional information and tickets, 
visit https://hocopolitso.org/irish-evening

Salon Series Presentation:  
Black Books Live: A Literary Podcast

Sat., Feb. 10, 6 p.m. at Columbia Art Center, 6100 Foreland 
Garth, Columbia. Black Books Live is a podcast featuring liter-
ature by black authors. Writer, publisher and podcast creator 
Jason Harris and local authors will read new work and the work 
of classic authors such as James Baldwin, Zora Neale Hurston 
and Toni Morrison in honor of Black History Month. Free. For 
more information, call 410-730-0075, email Art.Staff@Columbi-
aAssociation.org, or visit www.ColumbiaArtCenter.org.
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AROUND TOWN

Dust Bunnies, Ice Dancers, and Holiday 
Leftovers: An Astronomy Presentation

Thurs., Feb. 22, 7:30-9 p.m. at Clarksville Commons Communi-
ty Room (2nd floor of the north building), 12230 Clarksville Pike, 
Clarksville. Join local astronomy educator Dr. Joel Goodman to 
learn about the origin and evolution of our solar system. This in-
teractive, fast paced one-hour program will cover topics ranging 
from the birth of our Sun, planets, and other celestial bodies to the 
ultimate fate of our solar system. Attendees will have the opportu-
nity to handle 4.5 billion-year-old meteorites. A little something for 
everyone! Free, all are welcome. For questions or to pre-register, 
email info@clarksvillecommons.com.

HCC’s Arts Collective Presents: A 
Valentine Affair

Thurs., Feb. 15, 8 p.m. at Howard Community College, Horow-
itz Center for the Performing Arts, 10901 Little Patuxent Park-
way, Columbia. “What Improv Group?!” actors and creative writers 
make it all about you as they celebrate the many faces of love, in-
cluding your own! You’ll find much to adore in this show, featur-
ing the return of the famous Lip Synch contest. Ticket prices range 
from $10-$20. Visit www.HowardCC.edu/ArtsCollective/WIG or 
call the box office at 443-518-1500 for tickets.

Rep Stage Presents:  
“All She Must Possess”

Feb. 8-25, times vary, at Howard Community College, 10901 Lit-
tle Patuxent Parkway, Columbia. The Baltimore Cone sisters, Dr. 
Claribel and Miss Etta, daughters of German-Jewish immigrants, 
could have lived tranquil, appropriate lives as respected Victorian 
ladies. Instead, the iconic duo voraciously collected art and curi-
os from around the world. The unassuming Etta, often overshad-
owed by her sister, sat demurely among art and literary geniuses 
of the early twentieth century while slowly amassing one of world’s 
greatest Modern art collections. “All She Must Possess” is a high-
ly theatrical celebration of Etta’s extraordinary life. Works of art 
come alive and her one-time lover, Gertrude Stein, sings her prais-
es as we watch her journey from society laughingstock to doyen 
of Modernity. “All She Must Possess” is Rep Stage’s production 
in participation with the 2018 DC Women’s Voices Theater Festi-
val. Information and tickets available at www.repstage.org.

“Living the Dream” Gala for Zaching 
Against Cancer

Sat., Feb. 24, 6:30-11:30 p.m. at M&T Bank Stadium, North Club 
Level, 1101 Russell St. Baltimore. Tickets: $175 per person; $125 
Friends of Zach (anyone 25 years and younger). Includes a night 
of live music, fabulous food, an open bar, a live and silent auction 
and much more. Tickets can be purchased online at www.zachin-
gagainstcancer.org/living-the-dream-gala-tickets.

Snowball Tea Party
Sun. Feb. 18, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at Robinson Nature Center, 
6692 Cedar Lane, Columbia. Spend a fantastic afternoon with 
your little one at our winter tea party. Make a personalized snow 
globe to take home and participate in winter-inspired activities fol-
lowed by a catered tea service by Sweet Simplici-tea that includes 
tea, lemonade and delightful treats just right for little fingers. Fee 
includes program, all materials, full tea service and gratuity for 
service. 3 yrs. and up. Children must be accompanied by a regis-
tered adult. As this is a catered event, you must register no later 
than February 11 to attend. $27, child; $22, adult. 
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CLASSIFIEDS

Bagel Bin & Deli 
410-531-0335

Columbia Bank 
410-531-7000

Everett Jewelers 
410-531-7990

Giant Food 
410-531-7831

GNC 
410-531-1426

Hair Cuttery 
410-531-8052

Ledo Pizza 
443-535-0599

M&T Bank 
410-531-7083

Massage Envy 
410-531-0711

McDonald’s 
410-531-7950

Nouvel Nail Spa 
443-535-8866 

River Hill Cleaners 
410-531-7742

River Hill Optical 
410-531-7920

River Hill Sports 
Grille 
410-531-7900

Visit our new website
riverhill.shopkimco.com

Subway 
410-531-7982

Sunoco 
410-531-7510

Tower Federal Credit Union 
301-497-7000

The UPS Store 
410-531-9861

Vintage Cellars 
410-531-7860

Eyebrow Threading
Your arches make a big impact bookending your beauty features. 
Trust them only to an eyebrow threading professional. Limited 
time offer: Free upper lip with 1st. appointment. Tranquil setting 
in Clarksville home. Call Nina 410-782-5603.

Heating/Air Conditioning
Need your furnace, heat pump, or A/C replaced? Need a humidifi-
er? Call Donnie Minnick, a River Hill resident, with 40 years expe-
rience. MD State Master HVAC #7754; MD State Master Gas Fitter 
#69030. Call 301-741-1689.

Items for Sale
Sectional sofa set, dinner table (glass top) with 8 chairs, contem-
porary china cabinet (8-ft. wide), buffet set, piano, bedroom set 
(with dresser & mirror). Contact Juthika Bhaumik at 301-992-
5907.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant 
Service, handles life’s time-consuming tasks including errand 
running, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and 
special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771, 
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Kevin W. Gordon
Agent

5570 Sterret Place Suite 202
Columbia, MD 21044-2649
Bus 443-542-5230 
Fax 442-979-7707
www.agentkg.com
kevin@agentkg.com

The best compliment you can give is a referral.

Harold Howard’s Painting Service
Bonded and Insured

Painting, Drywall, Floors
Wallpaper, and Carpentry

Over 30 Years in Business

410-218-6261
www.howardpaintingmd.net

MHIC  
#47783
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NAME ADDRESS   PHONE NO.

Sydney Ash** Autumn Wind Circle 678-780-9662 

Sarah Bastacky Last Sunbeam Place  410-530-1145 

Alyza Berson Swift Current Way 443-812-5742

Mycah Berson Swift Current Way  443-812-5791

Jennifer Bleakney Waving Tree Court 410-531-5391

Paige Cohen   240-470-6158 

Giuliana Del Buono Distant Thunder Trail 410-707-3430 (c)

Jonathon DiPietro*  Leaves of Grass Court   410-531-1343

Kyla Clark Great Star Drive 301-332-0370

Molly Farrell Tall Timber Drive 443-995-7330

Murphy Freal ** Fleets of Time Court 410-935-7145

Abii Gannon White Marble Court 240-383-6527

Casey Greenberg Fairest Dream Lane 410-531-0331

Lina Hassan Gentle Light Lane  667-231-5605 

Cedar Kennedy** Countless Stars Run 443-805-7581 

Dani Krause ** Shining Stars Lane  443-812-4641 

Kelly Long Tall Timber Drive 410-531-3357 

Maddie Lynott Early Lilacs Path 443-535-8956

Laura Mason  Shining Stars Lane 410-733-7566

Miranda Mazzella*  White Pebble Path  410-531-7899

Marissa Mazzella** White Pebble Path 410-531-7899 

Jacob Recht Evening Company Cir. 410-531-5236 (h) 
   410-302-9258 (c)

Allison Siil ** Western Star Run 410-531-5624

Liana Toy Grateful Heart Gate 443-718-8720

* CPR/First Aid Trained       ** CPR/First Aid Certified

COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS

Snow Shovelers
NAME  ADDRESS PHONE NO.
Alex Chase Towering Oak Path 301-537-2747

Jay Desmarais Radiant Gleam Way 443-745-4624

Danielle & Jaylynn Floyd Empty Song Road 443-622-1112

Joe Hobbs Golden Seeds Row 443-374-7001

Cedar Kennedy Countless Stars Run 443-805-7581

Woodie Lynott Early Lilacs Path 443-535-8956

Robby & Tyler Windsor Floating Clouds Path 410-935-2874

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting  
“Our Passion is Your Pets”

Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, mid-
day, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact: 
www.PetSittinginMd.com; 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Tutor
Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder, High Func-
tioning Autism, Advocate; all ages (K-12); specializing in organi-
zational skills, study skills, time management, reading/writing 
process, reading skills, all with application to content material at 
any level. SAT/ACT reading and English areas. Background: Spe-
cial Education Coordinator for school based programs. Howard 
County resident. 301-922-6827 or email InsightsEd@gmail.com.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture. Art, Silver, 
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+ yr ex-
perience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic 
Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support includ-
ing Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more. 
Contact Beverly Johnston, 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com 
or bev@tsadvantage.com.
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