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Thanks!
To our advertisers for supporting us!
Collen Brothers Services
Columbia Family Eye Care
Frank J. Giarrantano, CPA
GNC
Handyman from Heaven
Hilltop Child Care Center
Kimco Realty
Kumon North America
Catherine McLoughlin-Hayes, Long & Foster
Shun Lu Re/Max 100
Molly Maid
Mr. Handyman
Northrop Team Real Estate
PCF Management 
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
Eileen Robbins / Long & Foster
Time Saver Advantage
Vanguard Orthodontics
Worldwide Concrete
Westerlund / LeReve Real Estate 
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS:

2/21:  Bingo  (Page 16)

3/17:  Cook-Off  (Page 23)

Join the Association in Celebrating Kindness  

Daniel Ahn, a River 
Hill 1st grader, took 
time on Halloween 
to raise funds and 
spread kindness. 

Check out his story 
on page 8.

Continued on Page 5

The need for kindness towards one 
another is on many people’s minds 
these days. The world in which we 

live, with our almost immediate knowledge 
of events and new ways of communicating, 
can be overwhelming. Whether it is bul-
lying, terrorism, discrimination, years of 
war, crime, physical or mental abuse, ill-
ness, homelessness, the scourge of drugs, 
the impacts of climate change, or some-
thing else, we are exposed daily to tragic 
and negative situations. Despite all the 
negativity and stress, there is much good 
in this world and an abundance of indi-

viduals having a positive impact, wheth-
er large or small. One simple way we can 
make a positive difference is to be kind 
to one another. There are multiple oppor-
tunities locally to encourage kindness, 
respect, empathy, consideration and toler-
ance. Join the Association as we practice 
and celebrate kindness in our community.

Pass It On
You have probably seen the green, 

Choose Civility bumper magnets as you 
drive around town. Choose Civility is the 
ongoing community-wide initiative, led 
by the Howard County Library System 
(HCLS), to position Howard County, Mary-
land as a model of civility. Because little 
things we do during the day can make our 
community stronger and can inspire oth-
ers to pay those kindnesses forward, this 
year’s Civility theme is “Kindness Creates 
Community.” How can you be involved? 
The HCLS has many suggestions. Pass It 
On is their initiative to pass P.M. Forni’s 
book, Choosing Civility: The 25 Rules of 
Considerate Conduct around the county 

New Monthly Feature
We know there are many kind and car-

ing residents in the Village of River Hill. 
Throughout 2017, The Villager will fea-
ture a new column, the Caring Corner, de-
voted to stories about River Hill residents 
who act with kindness, give of themselves 
to improve the lives of others, and help to 
make the world a better place. In Janu-
ary, we highlighted the efforts of four local 
students who are raising funds in support 
of Ellicott City flood relief. This month, 
on page 8 read about a 1st grader who is 
making a difference. Help us to make the 
Caring Corner a monthly column. Is there 
a volunteer effort that you or a family 
member have undertaken? Do you have a 
special connection with a service organiza-
tion or charity? Have you been the recipi-
ent of a random act of kindness that made 
your day? No matter how large or small, 
please share your kindness stories with us 
so we may celebrate the many positive ac-
tions occurring in our community. Email 
us at newsletter@villageofriverhill.org or 
call Jennifer Lynott at 410-531-1749. We 
look forward to hearing from you!
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Board Highlights . . .

Board Meeting Schedule

All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River Hill Village 
Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior 
to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident 
Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you have written 
material you would like the Board to review, please drop it by 
the village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All ap-
proved minutes are available for review at the village office. For 
additional information, please contact the village office. (Con-
tact info at left.)

NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: 
February 6 and March 6 at 7 p.m. Please visit www.
villageofriverhill.org to view the Board Meeting Agen-
das & Minutes. 

Village Manager: 
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Covenant Advisor: 
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Facility Coordinator: 
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Communications & Events Coordinator: 
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Administrative Assistant: 
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday 9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.–Noon

Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to: 
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

River Hill Community 
Association, Inc.

Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029

Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259

website: www.villageofriverhill.org

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:  

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz

Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com

RIVER HILL BOARD
Robert Choi  ..................................................................croblee@yahoo.com
Michael Cornell, Chair ............................................................ 301-742-2761 
Harjeet Singh Jandu .............................................. janduharjeet@icloud.com 
Mavourene Robinson .......................................  succexecutives@gmail.com 
Richard Thomas, Vice Chair  ...............................richthomas.rh@verizon.net 
Jason Zagnit  ................................................................... jzagnit@gmail.com
Liyan Zhang  ...........................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Jennifer Zhang (Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Chao Wu, superbwu@gmail.com

January 9, 2017

• Received an update on the Simpson Oaks development.
• Reviewed Villages FY16 Cash Reserves and Financial Perfor-

mance Information.
• Approved FY17 2nd Quarter Financial Statements and Vari-

ance Analysis.
• Executive Session Held:  Potential Litigation. 
• Minutes approved: December 5, 2016

Upcoming Meetings
• February 6 – The Board will hold a work session with repre-

sentatives from the State Highway Administration—to educate 
the board members on state regulations, procedures, and prac-
tices related to remediation of traffic noise and congestion on 
state highways such as MD 32 and MD 108 bordering the Vil-
lage of River Hill. Note: The work session will be open to the 
public; however, the public does not participate unless specifi-
cally asked by the Board of Directors. Following the conclusion 
of the work session, the Board will hold a regular meeting with 
an opportunity for Resident Speak Out.
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Council Corner: 

Outside and Inside Columbia Association

Chao Wu, Ph.D.
River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
Email: chaowu2016@gmail.com 
Tel: 240-481-9637 
website: www.chaowu.org

Disclaimer: This column only represents Dr. Chao Wu’s personal 
opinion. It does not represent River Hill Board of Directors nor Co-
lumbia Association’s Board. 

Inside Columbia Association
The Columbia Association’s (CA) board of directors is discuss-

ing the FY 2018 capital budget. As usual, the budget is separated 
into three categories: Capital I, Capital II and Capital III.

As part of the Capital Budget, we are considering several multi-
million dollar projects for improvements at the following facilities: 
Columbia Swim Center ($2.7 million), Athletic Club ($2.5 million), 
Ice Rink ($2.0 million). The total budget for capital projects is $17 
million. The projected total income for FY 2018 is $72 million.

The board is discussing a $75K grant in the 2018 operating 
budget for the Inner Arbor Trust (IAT). This expense was proposed 
by CA board chair Andy Stack. The Chrysalis will be ready by the 
end of March 2017 and IAT is running out of money to operate it. 

Implementing a comprehensive pond management plan re-
quires a total of $3.8 million from now on. Because such a large 
amount of money is required, we need to phase the repair plan 
over several years based on priority. Some money has been put in 
FY 2018 budget for high priority projects. CA tried to return some 
ponds back to the county government for maintenance and they 
would not take them. This pond management needs to occur every 
10 years. 

The staff is proposing a dashboard to keep track of how CA is 
doing quarterly. The dashboard will indicate how and where oper-
ational, programmatic and financial changes need to be made for 
organizational improvement. This will help the board and our resi-
dents understand CA better.

Outside Columbia Association
There are important things happening locally. The County 

Council is debating a Sanctuary Howard bill (CB9-2017) to declare 
“sanctuary” status in Howard County. The purpose is to shield 
undocumented immigrants from deportation. The bill was pro-
posed by council members Dr. Calvin Ball (District 3) and Ms. Jen 
Terrasa (District 2). You can email councilmail@howardcountymd.
gov to reach all council members to express your support or oppo-
sition to this bill. The bill is scheduled for a vote on Feb. 6, 2017.

There is controversy within the Howard County Public School 
System (HCPSS). The Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Foose, is 
suing the Board of Education (BOE) as a whole and the members 
individually. CA board member Reg Avery was quoted in the law-
suit and he was also the president of Parent Teacher Association 
Council of Howard County (PTAC of HoCo). I am not sure how this 
lawsuit will unfold and hope our kids’ education will not be im-
pacted negatively. 

I am sitting on the reinstated BOE Operating Budget Review 
committee. The committee will provide some useful feedback to 
the BOE on the 2018 operating budget. This time, an additional 
$65 million in HCPSS operating budget was proposed over last 
year’s approved budget.

I am looking forward to your feedback on all issues discussed 
here.

Frank J. Giarratano, CPA
4237 Red Bandana Way
Ellicott City, MD 21042
Office: 443 283 2083
FAX: 443 283 1407

Web Site: FJGCPA.com
Email: Frank.Giarratano@FJGCPA.com

Tax, Accounting and Payroll Services

  Individual Tax  Bookkeeping Services
 Small Business Tax Obamacare Tax Issues
  Payroll Tax Returns Nanny Tax
  Complete Payroll Services Electronic Filing of Tax Returns
  New Business Set-up Electronic Payment of Taxes
  Tax Collection Issues Tax Audit Representation

Credit Cards Accepted

Former Internal Revenue Service Agent
Certified Public Accountant in Maryland and New York

Member: American Institute of Certified Public Accountants
Member: Maryland Association of Certified Public Accountants
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and beyond! Copies are available at library branches, Columbia 
village centers, Columbia Association gyms, senior centers, Lit-
tle Free Libraries, and other locations. There is a copy at Claret 
Hall ready and waiting to start our village’s participation. Par-
ticipants register the book, read it, share it on social media with 
#choose2Bkind, and pass the book on to someone else to register, 
read, and pass—or leave it in a public place (a bookplate inside 
the front cover gives directions to the next person). Find out more 
about HCLS’s Kindness Creates Community initiative online at  
www.choosecivility.org.

The Great Kindness Challenge
Students at Pointers Run Elementary School (PRES) partici-

pated in the Great Kindness Challenge (GKC) during the week of 
January 23–27, 2017 as part of the school’s anti-bullying initia-
tive. The Challenge is one week dedicated to creating a culture of 
kindness on campuses nationwide and is presented by Kids for 
Peace, a global 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Kids for Peace was 
co-founded in 2006 by Danielle Gram, a high school honors stu-
dent and Jill McManigal, a mother and former elementary school 
teacher. What started organically in Carlsbad, NM as a neighbor-
hood group of kids wanting to make our world a better place, has 
grown into an interconnected network of young peacebuilders 
worldwide. For more information about this program visit www.
GreatKindnessChallenge.org. We’re looking forward to sharing 
more information about the success of PRES’s Challenge partici-
pation in an upcoming issue of the newsletter.

Random Acts of Kindness Week
Join the River Hill Community Association and spread a little 

kindness. We will be celebrating Random Acts of Kindness Week 
from February 12–18. How can you make the world a kinder 
place? It is as simple as:
• Holding a door open for someone.
• Welcoming a new neighbor. Take over a baked treat or stop by 

to say “Hello.”
• Planting a tree.
• Helping carry a load.
• Transporting someone who is unable to drive.
• Giving the gift of a smile.
• Telling your children why you love them.

The Random Acts of Kindness Foundation (RAK), an interna-
tionally known, 501(c)(3) non-profit that formed in 1995, believes 

that everyone has the potential to change the world; one act at a 
time is all it takes. Check out the RAK website at www.randomact-
sofkindness.org for information on how to become a RAKtivist. 
Meanwhile, don’t forget to stop by Claret Hall in mid-February for 
a special dose of kindness! We’ll have warm beverages for anyone 
wishing to drop in and meet the staff, helpful information about 
how you can be a part of Random Acts of Kindness, and we’ll be 
available to talk with you on anything related to the community.

Save Energy and Benefit Your 
River Hill Neighbors!

The Columbia Smart Energy Chal-
lenge, a six-month program that began 
January 1, encourages individuals 
to improve comfort while reducing 
energy bills through home energy 
upgrades leveraging BGE’s Home Per-
formance with the ENERGY STAR 
Program. The Smart Energy Chal-
lenge provides additional incentives 
to Columbia residents as a way to 
raise awareness and increase the 
number of audits conducted. 

Join the Columbia Smart Energy 
Challenge:
• Home energy audits are $100 (a $400 value).
• Rebates cut the cost of energy improvements by 50 percent (up 

to $2,000 total).
•  Earn $50 when you refer a friend who completes an energy 

audit.
• Help your neighbors! Any Columbia village that completes at 

least 10 energy audits during the challenge period will have 
a celebration—with 100 free LED lightbulb giveaways to resi-
dents.
The Smart Energy Challenge is a collaboration between the Co-

lumbia Association (CA) and Retrofit Baltimore. For more informa-
tion, visit RetrofitBaltimore.org/Columbia or join CA on March 9 
at Historic Oakland (5430 Vantage Point Road, Columbia) to learn 
about the Smart Energy Challenge. Attendees get a free LED bulb! 
The information session starts at 7 p.m. Light refreshments will 
be provided.

Election Committee Forming
Elections for the Association’s Board of Directors and the vil-

lage’s representative on the Columbia Council will be held on Sat-
urday, April 29, 2017. The Association needs a few volunteers 
to serve on the 2017 Election Committee. This committee works 
closely with staff and the Board to ensure that the by-laws and 
election procedures are followed. When there is a contested elec-
tion, committee members will organize a Candidate Forum. Mem-
bers also volunteer on Election Day to facilitate the process and 
to count the ballots. Serving on this Committee is a three-month 
commitment. If you value the democratic process, then this is the 
perfect volunteer opportunity for you! Members of the Association 
eligible to vote in the next election may serve on this committee.

To volunteer, contact the Village Manager, Susan Smith, at 
manager@villageofriverhill.org or 410-531-1749.

Kindness, from page 1
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Get a Head Start on Spring 
Cleaning: Household 
Hazardous Waste Disposal

Many products we use in our homes and routinely throw away 
with our trash are considered Household Hazardous Wastes. 
These products are similar to regulated hazardous wastes pro-
duced by business and industry. Products which are corrosive 
(such as acids and alkalis), flammable, reactive or toxic (poison-
ous) can be found in most homes, garages and workshops. These 
products pose risks if used, stored or disposed of improperly. Con-
sider using less hazardous products instead. 

There will be special drop-off days on Saturday, February 4 
and March 4 from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. for proper disposal of household 
hazardous wastes. Bring your waste to the HHW drop-off area at 
the Alpha Ridge Landfill, Residents’ Convenience Area, 2350 Mar-
riottsville Road, Marriottsville, 21104. 

The following items ARE accepted:
All Purpose Cleaner
Gasoline
Photography Chemicals
Batteries (rechargeable)
Herbicides
Rug Cleaners
Bathroom Cleaners
Metal Polish

Rust Removers
Brake Fluids
Mildew Removers
Scouring Powders
CFL bulbs and tubes
Nail Polish Remover
Solvents
Degreasers

Oven Cleaners
Spot Removers
Drain Cleaners
Swimming Pool Chemicals
Finishing Strippers
Paint Thinners

Transmission Fluids
Furniture Polish & Wax
Pesticides
Upholstery Cleaners
Fungicides
Wood Preservatives 

The following items are NOT accepted:
Ammunition*
Dioxin
Kepones (an insecticide)
Asbestos
Explosives**
Medical waste

Commercial waste
Fireworks**
PCB’s
Industrial waste
Radioactive materials***  

* For ammunition, visit www.HowardCountyRecycles.org.
** For explosives and fireworks, call the State Fire Marshall Of-

fice of Bomb Squad (Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.) at 410-
859-7152. 

*** For radioactive materials, call the State of Maryland, De-
partment of the Environment, Office of Radiological Health at 410-
537-3300. 

When arriving at the Residents’ Convenience Area, you will be 
directed to the HHW drop off area and asked to move your items to 
one of the analyzing tables. On-site chemists will examine the ma-
terials and may ask for your help in identifying any unknown or 
unlabeled materials that you have brought. Based on their anal-
ysis, they will determine the proper packaging for transport and 
disposal of the hazardous materials. 
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Helpful Hints for Transporting HHW Safely
• Bring materials in their original container or in a secure, clearly 

labeled, leak-proof container.
• Make sure lids are tight. 
• Boxes with dividers make good packaging.
• Group similar materials to make unloading easier.
• If the container leaks, pack contents and container in a larger 

leak-proof package and use an absorbent material (such as cat 
litter) to soak up leaks.

• DON’T mix different or unknown materials together in the same 
container.

• Tip: Even green, natural cleaners can be hazardous. Please also 
dispose of these products responsibly.
This information was provided by the Howard County Depart-

ment of Public Works. 

Leadership U Seeks Applicants 
for Class of 2017

Leadership U (LU) is a unique leadership development and 
community service program available for Howard County (HoCo) 
high school sophomores. Starting in the summer following the 
sophomore year, this 4-month program fosters leadership growth 
and civic engagement through three pillar areas: education on 
community issues, student-developed community service proj-
ects, and development of student’s unique leadership skills.

The program runs August – December and includes a team 
building week July 23–28, 2017. Participants visit locations across 

the county for hands on learning on subjects such as: healthcare, 
government, needs of special populations, law enforcement, diver-
sity, health and human services, community non-profits, and the 
needs of the county. Each class is divided into teams to work on 
student developed and implemented community projects to help 
address a community need their class has identified. Following 
their graduation from LU, graduates often continue their commu-
nity service through active volunteering, school leadership roles, 
and advisory board positions.

For additional program information, visit www.leadershiphc.
org or attend an Information Session from 7- 8 p.m. on:
• February 13, Central Library
• March 2, Miller Library

Students must be current sophomores to apply, live or attend 
school in Howard County, submit an online application with two 
references, and attend an interview. The deadline for applications 
is March 16, 2017. Meg Ignacio, Director of Youth Programs, can 
be reached at mignacio@leadersihphc.org or 410-730-4474 x115.

Cell Phone Tower Planned for 
Grace Drive

A pre-submission community meeting will be held on February 
16 at the River Hill Meeting Room (6330 Trotter Road, adjacent to 
the River Hill outdoor pool) to explain plans for the installation of 
a cell phone tower. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. The public is 
invited to attend. 

Calvert Crossland, LLC is working with Verizon Wireless on 
plans to construct a 199’ high monopole cell phone tower adjacent 
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Sell Your Home Fast And For Top Dollar With The Shun Lu Team

Shun Lu, Ph.D, Re/Max 100
410-440-7738 (C) 
410-730-6100 (O)

Email: ShunLu@ReMax.net | Web: ShunLuTeam.com

Top 1% of Realtors Nationwide 
A Resident of Clarksville

SOLD IN 3 DAYS, $21K 
HIGHER THAN FULL PRICE

6805 Creekside Rd., 
Clarksville

SOLD
WALNUT CREEK $1.205M

5007 Crape Myrtle Ct, Ellicott City

IN 3 WEEKS
CATTAIL OVERLOOK $ 1,099,000

14820 Meriwether Dr., Glenelg

RIVER HILL
12117 Flowing Water 

Trail, Clarksville
    Stunning 5 bedroom, 

3.5 bathroom single 
family home with a 

breathtaking deck and 
walkout basement.

RIVER HILL
6122 Trotter Ridge Court,

Columbia
Backs to Environmental 

Preservation Area 
5 bedrooms, 3.5 baths 

Beautifully updated Colonial 
About 4000 sq ft living area. RIVER HILL $ 479,900

6039 Blue Point Ct., Clarksville

IN 5 DAYS
CLARKS GLEN NORTH $710,000 

6116 Syracuse Ct., Clarksville

SOLD
FOX CREEK $905,000
12329 Fox Meadow Ln, 

W. Friendship

SOLD IN 4 DAYS
$545,000

The highest sold price
of River Hill Condo  

Townhomes in recent years
6013 Helmsman Way, 

Clarksville

SOLD IN 5 DAYS
RIVER HILL $641,000
6512 Hazel Thicket Ct

SOLDCOMING SOON COMING SOON SOLDUNDER CONTRACT 

to the existing Grace water tower. Currently, various car-
riers have antennas on the water tower; however, Verizon 
Wireless is not among them. Therefore, Calvert Cross-
land, LLC is proposing this project to increase coverage 
and capacity for Verizon Wireless. Calvert Crossland will 
lease the land from Grace and expects the existing wire-
less carriers’ antennas will move to the new tower. All 
carriers will lease access from Calvert Crossland. Ulti-
mately, the aging water tower will be removed.  

A nearby cell phone tower is also in the early develop-
ment stages. SCE Site Development, a subsidiary of S & 
N Communications, is working in conjunction with Veri-
zon Wireless to install a 100’ high cell tower in the Village 
of Hickory Ridge. This tower is planned for installation 
near the intersection of Owen Brown Road and Cedar 
Lane. For information on this project visit www.hicko-
ryridgevillage.org. 

River Hill’s 25th Birthday 
Celebration Continues

Mark your calendars for Wednesday, March 29 at 
7 p.m. at Claret Hall! Join Barbara Kellner, Director of 
the Columbia Archives, for a look back as part of River 
Hill’s 25th birthday celebration and to kick off Colum-
bia’s 50th.

Caring Corner
Daniel Ahn is a River Hill resident and 1st grader at Clarksville El-

ementary School who has a very big heart. According to his mother, 
“He enjoys watching the news and was very concerned with some of 
the pictures covering Hurricane Matthew.” He was also very moved 
when he observed children begging on the street, rather than attend-
ing school, during the week before Halloween 2016.  It was on the way 
to his appointment with an allergist that he decided to do something to 
help.

Although Daniel enjoys the social aspect of Halloween, he is unable 
to eat most candy due to food allergies. Therefore, in addition to spend-
ing time Trick-or-Treating and enjoying the festivities, Daniel decided 
to open a lemonade stand to raise funds to help others. Overall, Daniel 
raised $155. He donated $55 to the Red Cross for their work in Haiti 
supporting victims of Hurricane Matthew. Daniel contributed $100 to 
the Youth Empowered Society (YES), Baltimore’s first drop-in center for 
homeless youth, an organization suggested by a family friend.

In addition to making a difference in the lives of others, Daniel has 
also benefited. The stand was a great springboard for discussion with 
Trick-or-Treaters and neighbors. He has received positive feedback re-
sulting from his gift to others. He has been featured on the YES Face-
book page, received a Thanksgiving card from the Red Cross, and 
even received recognition and extra cases of drinks from the Honest 
Tea Company who supplied the lemonade. Daniel says, “It makes me 
happy” to give to those less fortunate. He is ready to hold another lem-
onade fundraiser. Watch for him as the warmer weather approaches.

Thank you for your compassion and caring Daniel!
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Open Space Crew Luncheon
River Hill is lucky to have three crews that 
work to maintain the beautiful Open Space and 
landscape throughout the village. In January, 
they were treated to a luncheon of delicious 
comfort food on a traditionally unlucky day—
Friday the 13th. One lucky crew member even 
won $20 from a scratch off lottery ticket. The 
day turned out to be not so unlucky after all! The 
next time you happen to see one of these hard-
working crew members, please take a moment 
to thank them for all they do to keep River Hill 
looking so fabulous!
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Watershed Tip 
Rain Gardens Yield Results 
and Rebates 

Rain gardens in River Hill just got even more enticing. The Co-
lumbia Association (CA) has expanded its cost-sharing program 
to residents in all the villages. In addition, all county residents in-
stalling a rain garden can get a one-time partial reimbursement 
and reduce their annual Watershed Protection fee. 

Rain gardens are a stunning addition to the typical suburban 
lawn. These oases of native plants add beauty, slow stormwater, 
keep pollutants out of our waterways, replenish groundwater, re-
duce erosion and local flooding, and provide a feast for struggling 
pollinators.

The county and CA offer incentives because federal regulations 
require all states to reduce the amount of stormwater rushing off 
roofs, parking lots, driveways and roads. All that rainwater picks 
up trash, pet waste, chemicals, oil and gas, and sediment as it 
rushes to our storm drains and on to our streams, rivers, and the 
Chesapeake Bay. 

A rain garden soaks up the runoff, allowing the water to filter 
gradually into soil and plants -- and removing pollutants in the 
process. A rain garden is basically a shallow bowl in the ground, 
located strategically and sized to accommodate a certain amount 
of runoff. The bowl is filled with soil and sometimes rocks and 
planted with deep-rooted native plants, selected to flourish in the 
amount of sunlight available. Rain will be absorbed in a properly 
designed garden within 48 hours. These native plants won’t need 

fertilizers, pesticides, or additional water, except in cases of se-
vere drought. Commonly used native plants in our area include: 
coneflowers, coreopsis, American beautyberry, switch grass, oak-
leaf hydrangea, azalea, winterberry, dogwood, beebalm, butterfly 
weed, milkweed, coral bells, and, of course, Maryland’s state flow-
er, the black-eyed Susan.

Through a grant from the state Department of Natural Re-
sources, CA will pay 75 percent of a rain garden’s installation cost. 
It also has a landscape firm on contract for the installations. For 
qualifying rain gardens, the county offers a 20 percent credit on 
the Watershed Protection fee and reimbursement for up to 50 per-
cent of costs. 

A rain garden is one of several ways to enhance your yard while 
helping divert rain from hard surfaces. Other measures that can 
be eligible for partial reimbursement include installing rain bar-
rels, conservation landscaping, green roofs, and dry wells; replac-
ing pavement with pervious surfaces; and planting trees.

For information about the Columbia program, contact John 
McCoy, watershed manager, at john.mccoy@columbiaassociation.
org.

For information about the county program, email Rachel Beebe 
at rbeebe@howardcountymd.gov.

 Watershed Moments
Electronics recycling: Saturday, March 25, 9 a.m. to noon: 

Bring your old electronics to be recycled. The recycling truck will 
be in the parking lot near Claret Hall. Electronics accepted in-
clude: answering machines, cameras, computers, CDs, DVDs, 
VCRs, computer speakers, copiers, cables, electric typewriters, 
cordless phones and smart phones, compact disc players, fax ma-
chines, scanners, radios, plasma TVs, laptop batteries, routers, 
motherboards, modems, pagers, Nintendo and Wii game systems, 
ink and toner and toner cartridges, holiday lights, toasters, two-
way radios and so much more. Some items have fees. For a full 
list of acceptable and unacceptable items and fees, go to http://
securiscentralmd.com/acceptable-items-fees.

Stream cleanup: After dropping off your electronics to be re-
cycled on Saturday, March 25, help us pick up trash along our 
paths and streams. Students can get community service credits 
for this activity. Meet at 10 a.m. outside Claret Hall. We’ll finish 
by noon or 1 p.m. 

Snowstorms: February is one of Maryland’s snowiest months. 
Remember to use deicers sparingly and shovel first. The safest de-
icer — for plants and waterways — is magnesium chloride. The 
University of Maryland Extension says it works “very fast” and 
doesn’t damage concrete or metal. It is “moderately” harmful to 
plants, but less so than other deicers. It will work at temperatures 
as low as minus 13 degrees Fahrenheit. Sodium chloride (salt), on 
the other hand, works “moderately fast” but pollutes rivers and 
streams, and damages plants, brick, stone, metal and concrete, 
particularly newly poured concrete, and won’t work below 18 de-
grees Fahrenheit. 

Pull & Plant: Sunday, April 23, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m., help us with 
our ongoing project of pulling invasive plants and planting natives. 
Wear gloves, long sleeves and long pants. We will supply tools, but 
bring a shovel and trowel if you have them. Students can get com-
munity service credit for this activity.
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Architectural News

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and rec-
ommendation meetings age generally held at 7:30 p.m. at Clar-
et Hall. The sign-in sheet is available at 7 p.m. and Applications 
are reviewed in the order that applicants sign in. Applicants 
should bring any supplemental documentation, application 
amendments, or additional information that the RAC may have 
requested. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review 
meeting. 

Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior 
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at www.
villageofriverhill.org under Covenants in the menu bar; or at 
Claret Hall.  Agendas are published in the Villager when the 
publication schedule permits. RAC meeting agendas are posted 
at the Village office and on the website.

 Please allow 5-6 weeks for the entire application process. 

RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION & DEADLINE*
Submit Application By For Meeting On

February 10, 2017 March 1, 2017

February 24, 2017 March 15, 2017

March 10, 2017 April 5, 2017

March 24, 2017 April 19, 2017

April 7, 2017 May 3, 2017

April 21, 2017 May 17, 2017

May 5, 2017 June 7, 2017

May 19, 2017 June 21, 2017

* There are no RAC meetings in February due to a lack of appli-
cations.

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline Fridays by 12 Noon

Man’s Best Friend,  
Neighbor’s Worst Nightmare

After eight years of being tormented by a neighbor keeping two 
relentlessly barking dogs, a man, in an upscale neighborhood in 
Hagerstown, Maryland, did the unthinkable when, in a noise-in-
duced frenzy, he poisoned the animals with antifreeze-laced meat.

 After months of trying unsuccessfully to get the family next 
door to quiet their dog, a victimized neighbor in Chesapeake, Vir-
ginia finally went off the deep end and shot to death two members 
of the offending family before seriously wounding a third. 

 Police in Akron, Ohio arrested a man who became so unglued 
by the serial barking of his father’s Pomeranian that he reportedly 
killed the animal by slamming him repeatedly to the ground. 

In February 2012, authorities said that a 47-year-old Phila-
delphia man was killed by his neighbor over a dog poop dispute. 

AC Decisions
January 4, 2017

Approved
12132 Sunlit Water Way Patio, Trellis, Retaining Wall, 
  Fire Pit, Vegetable Garden
6400 River Run Solar Panels (Roof)

December 21, 2016

Approved
6428 Quiet Night Ride Tree Removals
6601 Rising Waves Way Walkway
6509 Folded Leaf Square Play Set
6505 Tender Mist Mews Tree Removals
6520 Waving Tree Court Tree Removals
6104 Rippling Tides Terrace Patio, Landscaping
6321 Velvet Path Patio, Generator, Fireplace

Approved with Condition(s)
5909 Gentle Call  Driveway Expansion

Disapproved
6124 Rippling Tides Terrace Shed, Driveway Expansion

FAST TRACK

Approved
6401 Enchanted Solitude Place Window
6312 Morning Time Lane Patio Door
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Architectural News

In December 2014, per an arrest report, police responded to 
a Boca Raton residence after two neighbors got into an argument 
over a pile of dog poop in the yard. The victimized neighbor no-
ticed the poop in his yard and moved it to the offender’s yard. In 
retaliation, police said the offender came at him with a shovel. The 
victimized neighbor said that everyone in the neighborhood had 
problems with the offender letting his dogs defecate all over the 
neighborhood.

Dog barking and animals defecating on neighbor’s property 
can be a huge aggravation for many people. If it’s your dog, you 
may have grown used to it, but chronic, frequent, barking, yelping 
dogs can disturb your neighbors and their family’s sleep. If 
you leave your dog out all day or at night you might want to 
check with your neighbors about your dog’s behavior. If you 
allow your dog to defecate on neighbor’s property without 
your neighbor’s permission, it can be considered trespass-
ing. Additionally Howard County law states that you must 
clean up after your pets and not allow them to roam off 
your property. 

Try not to be one of those neighbors that refuse to 
acknowledge that their neighbors are being injured 
by noise of a barking dog or defecation being 
left on their property. 

Habits of Responsible Pet Owners:
• Have their domesticated animal on a leash and under the con-

trol of a responsible person capable of immediate and effective 
restraint when not on its owner’s property.

• Don’t allow accumulation of animal feces on their property.
• Don’t allow their pets to wander into the neighbors’ yards and 

defecate.
• Clean up after their pet.
• Don’t allow their pets to “roam” the neighborhood unleashed.

It is incumbent on pet owners to be responsible not only for the 
well being of their pet but for the well being of the effect 
of their pet on their neighbors.

The Association has recently received complaints 
about barking dogs and unremoved dog feces on 
these streets: Empty Song Road, River Run, Autumn 
Wind Circle, South Wind Circle, Linden Linthicum 
Lane, and Indian Summer Drive. Please be kind to 
your neighbors, and remember, it’s the law!

Sources: BarkingDogs.net; Howard County Animal 
Control Laws     

Offices in River Hill,
Maple Lawn, and Columbia

Offering the latest in orthodontic 
technology including Invisalign, 
Invisalign Teen, and esthetic 
(clear) braces.

Free initial consultation,
evening hours available.

Orthodontics for Adolescents, Children, and Adults

410-381-1077
www.VanguardSmiles.com Drs. Byron & David Bonebreak, Board Certified Orthodontists
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School NewsWinter Classes 
in River Hill
Ballroom Dancing (Claret Hall)

M starts February 6 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Call 301-498-3267 or email sam@studiodans.com.

Chinese Wushu (Meeting Room)

Sat ongoing 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Call 240-247-7048 or email uscwi@uschinesewushu.com.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)

W ongoing 11-11:45 a.m. Ages 0-5 
Th ongoing 10-10:45 a.m.  Ages 0-5
For information visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com or call 
301-758-0304.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th  ongoing 7:30-8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Triathlean (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 7:15-8:15 p.m.
For information call 301-213-9670 or 
email dserpico34@outlook.com.

Yoga (Meeting Room)

W ongoing 6-7 p.m.  beginner
  7-8 p.m.  intermediate
Email CrowderYogaFitness@gmail.com.

Zumba (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 9:30-10:30 a.m.
  6:00-7:00 p.m.
Call 410-245-5900 or email msmarialk@gmail.com to register.

Film Competition: “Stressed 
Out? KNOW Drug Free 
Alternatives”

HC DrugFree is pleased to partner with the 2017 HoCo Stu-
dent FilmFest and is looking for film-savvy teens to create Public 
Service Announcements (PSAs) that focus on knowing alcohol/
drug free alternatives to deal with stress. Films should be 30-90 
seconds long and focus on the stresses that teenagers face, and 
how they can handle stress without drugs and alcohol. Entries 
must contain an original concept or idea and be appropriate for 
family viewing. The deadline for submission is Saturday, February 
18 at 11:59 p.m. Please visit www.HoCoFilmFest.com for informa-
tion and additional guidelines.

Films will be judged and the top films will be shown at the 
HoCo FilmFest on Friday, March 10, 2017 at 7 p.m. at the Miller 
Library in Ellicott City. The winner will be announced during the 
FilmFest and be awarded a prize of a $100 gift card.

The intended use of the winning film (and possibly several 
other entries) is for use as PSAs on HC DrugFree’s website, at HC 
DrugFree programs across Howard County, in local media, and in 
other ways determined appropriate by HC DrugFree.

HC DrugFree is committed to keeping youth drug and alcohol 
free and proudly partners with the Howard County Public School 
System, the PTA Council of Howard County, the Howard Coun-
ty Health Department, the Howard County Police Department, 
the Howard County Department of Fire and Rescue Services, the 
Howard County Library and The Korean Society of Maryland. For 
more information about use of PSAs, please contact Joan Webb 
Scornaienchi, Executive Director of HC DrugFree at 443-325-
0040 or admin@hcdrugfree.org.

“Like” 
River Hill 

Community 
Association 

on 
Facebook! 

www.facebook.com/
RiverHillCommunityAssociation
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School News

RHHS Spring Musical 
River Hill High School proudly presents their Spring Musical, 

The Little Mermaid, on March 2, 3 and 4 at 7 p.m. and March 5 at 
2 p.m. Tickets $12 in advance and $14 at the door. The advance 
ticket sale price will be honored at the door if you bring a non-per-
ishable food item to benefit the Howard County Food Bank. 

 Tickets now available online at www.seatyourself.biz/rhhs.

AHS Spring Musical
Atholton High School is pleased to present their Spring perfor-

mance, 13 the Musical, on March 2 and 3 at 7 p.m. and March 4 
at 2 and 7 p.m. Call 410-313-7065 for ticket information.

River Hill Auditorium 
Cushioned Seat Fundraiser

Don’t suffer the “slings and arrows” of those outrageously un-
comfortable auditorium seats any longer! Consider sponsoring a 
seat for $150.00.  Help RHHS reach their goal of 700 sponsors be-
fore the end of the year. Donations are being accepted online. Visit 
http://rhhs.hcpss.org for further information and to sponsor a 
new auditorium chair. Future audiences thank you!

Kindergarten Registration
Clarksville Elementary School and Pointers Run Elementary 

School will hold registration for Kindergarten and new students 
during the week of January 30–February 3 from 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
Please consult the HCPSS website at www.hcpss.org for a list of 
required items for registration.

River Hill Receives National 
Athletic Trainers’ Association 
Safe Sports School Award

River Hill High School is the recipient of the National Athlet-
ic Trainers’ Association Safe Sports School award for its athletics 
program. The award champions safety and recognizes secondary 
schools that provide safe environments for student athletes. The 
award reinforces the importance of providing the best level of care, 
injury prevention and treatment.

“River Hill is honored to receive this 1st Team recognition from 
NATA, and we remain committed to keeping our student athletes 
safe during physical education classes, team practices and games 
so they can accomplish their own goals of great competition, win-
ning records, fair sportsmanship and good health. Our goal is to 
lead our athletics program to the highest safety standards for our 
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School News
players,” said River Hill Athletics and Activities Manager Brandon 
Lauer.

“We remain committed to the health and welfare of young ath-
letes in competitive sports,” says NATA President Scott Sailor, 
EdD, ATC. “This award recognizes the contributions and commit-
ment of schools across the country that are implementing safe 
sports policies and best practices to ensure athletes can do what 
they love best and have the appropriate care in place to prevent, 
manage and treat injuries should they occur.”

In order to achieve Safe Sport School status, as River Hill did, 
athletic programs must do the following:
• Create a positive athletic health care administrative system
• Provide or coordinate pre-participation physical examinations
• Promote safe and appropriate practice and competition facili-

ties
• Plan for selection, fit function and proper maintenance of ath-

letic equipment
• Provide a permanent, appropriately equipped area to evaluate 

and treat injured athletes
• Develop injury and illness prevention strategies, including pro-

tocols for environmental conditions
• Provide or facilitate injury intervention
• Create and rehearse a venue-specific Emergency Action Plan
• Provide or facilitate psychosocial consultation and nutritional 

counseling/education
• Be sure athletes and parents are educated of the potential ben-

efits and risks in sports as well as their responsibilities
 For more information please visit: www.athletictrainers.org.

Choose Civility Poster and 
Video Contest, Entries 
Accepted Through March 26

All HCPSS students in grades K–12 are encouraged to enter the 
countywide Choose Civility poster and video contest. This year’s 
theme is “Kindness Creates Community,” focusing on making 
communities stronger and inspiring others. Students may work 
individually or in groups.

Submitted pieces will be on exhibit at the Columbia Art Center 

April 5–20. Winners will be honored and announced during a re-
ception and awards ceremony on Wednesday, April 5.

The Choose Civility poster and video contest is presented in 
partnership with HCPSS, the Columbia Association Art Cen-
ter and the Howard County Library System. Full details, including 
entry criteria and submission information, are available at http://
choosecivility.org/kindness-creates-community-poster-and-vid-
eo-contest/.

Regeneron STS 2017 Semi 
Finalist

Senior Gokul Kannan was named Regeneron STS 2017 Semi 
Finalist for his research “Triggering the brain to heal itself after 
Traumatic Brain Injury: Where Glia, Anesthesia and Nanomedi-
cine Meet” as part of his work in the Gifted and Talented Research 
Program at River Hill High School.

The Regeneron Science Talent Search (Regeneron STS  — for-
merly Intel Science Talent Search) is the nation’s most prestigious 
pre-college science competition. Alumni of STS have made ex-
traordinary contributions to science and hold more than 100 of 
the world’s most coveted science and math honors, including the 
Nobel Prize and National Medal of Science. Annually, students en-
tering the Regeneron STS compete for more than $3.1 million in 
awards. Only 300 students are announced as scholars each year. 
From this select pool, 40 finalists are then invited to Washington, 
D.C. in March to participate in final judging, display their work to 
the public, meet with notable scientists, and compete for the top 
award of $250,000.  

Board of Education to Hold 
Public Hearing on School Start 
and Dismissal Time

The public is invited to provide the Howard County Board of 
Education with input on the School Start and Dismissal Time Re-
port during a public hearing at 7 p.m., on Tuesday, February 7, 
2017, in the Boardroom at the Department of Education, 10910 
Clarksville Pike in Ellicott City.

Individuals who wish to testify at the public hearing are asked 
to limit their presentation to three minutes and to provide 15 writ-
ten copies of their testimony at the time of the hearings. Pre-reg-
istration will take place during business hours within the three 
weeks prior to the hearings, up to the close of business on the last 
working day before the hearing.

To sign up to testify at the public hearing, contact the Board’s 
office at 410-313-7194, or individuals may pre-register electroni-
cally on the Board’s web page at www.hcpss.org/board/meeting-
participation/. More information regarding online pre-registration 
is available at www.hcpss.org/news-posts/2016/06/revised-poli-
cy-2040/.

Individuals who would like to request a sign language inter-
preter for any meeting of the Board of Education may contact Col-
leen Rice, Interpreter Scheduler, at 410-313-7046. A two-week 
advanced notice is preferred.
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AROUND TOWN
Country Breakfast

Sun., Feb. 19, 8 a.m.-noon, Ten Oaks Ballroom, 5000 Signal Bell 
Lane, Clarksville. Support the 5th District Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment by attending one of their famous Country Breakfasts. Tick-
ets are $9 for Adults, $8 for Seniors (55+), $5 for Children (age 
5-10), and free for kids under age 5. Purchase at the door. Next 
Country Breakfast is March 19.

Beginner’s Beekeeping Course
Feb. 21, 28, Mar. 7, 21, 28 (plus one field day), 7-9:30 p.m., How-
ard County Fairgrounds, 2210 Fairground Road, West Friendship. 
Topics will include the benefits of keeping bees, honey bee biolo-
gy, obtaining and installing bees, obtaining and setting up equip-
ment, inspecting bees and products of the hive. Register early 
– space is limited. Presented by Howard County Beekeepers As-
sociation. For additional information and registration form, visit 
www.HowardCountyBeekeepers.org or email HoCoBeekeepersAs-
soc@gmail.com. $45 fee plus $20 textbook.

Little Hands Sign
Tues., Feb. 7-Mar. 14, 10-11 a.m., Historic Oakland, 5430 Van-
tage Point Road, Columbia. This six-week class is for children age 
newborn to 5-years-old to learn sign language. $115 fee, $104 for 
Columbia Association residents. Register at https://babysigning.
eventbrite.com or call 410-730-4744. 

Chocolate and Jewelry Show
Sun., Feb. 5, 3-5 p.m., Historic Oakland, 5430 Vantage Point 
Road, Columbia. Get ready for Valentine’s Day and shop for ex-
quisite jewelry, chocolates, spa services and flowers. Whether you 
are a romantic deep down inside or need a little help expressing 
your true feelings, these ultimate Valentine selections are sure 
to come in handy. To register go to valentineschocolateandjewel-
ryshow.eventbrite.com. For more information, call 410-730-4744. 
Free.

Rep Stage Presents: H2O
Wed. Feb. 15-Mar. 5, times vary, Howard Community College, 
Horowitz Visual and Performing Arts Center’s Studio Theatre, 
10901 Little Patuxent Parkway, Columbia. After arriving to the 
City of Angels, an aimless young man catapults to movie star-
dom and into Hollywood’s sleazy celebrity culture. Banking on his 
fame (and name), he is selected to appear on Broadway in Ham-
let. Given full casting approval, he embarks to New York City to 
seek out his Ophelia and encounters his muse and his match 
—a young evangelical Christian woman set on getting the role… 
and saving his life. H2O transports audiences into the reclusive, 
madcap world of Jane Martin’s drama/comedy/love story about 
self-destruction, notoriety, and the dark journey to purity and 
salvation. Age restriction: 16 and older. Information and tickets 
available at www.repstage.org.



February 2017 • The River Hill Villager • 19

Short on time?
Let us be your extra set of hands!

• Party Support
• Decluttering/Relocating
• Errands & Waiting
• Small Business Support

410-428-6771
www.tsadvantage.com
bev@tsadvantage.com

 Beverly Johnston Lisa Nichols Elaine Masker

AROUND TOWN
 

Save up to 50 % off at 
GNC River Hill from entire 

purchase with this ad
or 

Gold Card customers get 
$10.00 off additional from their 

purchase of $50.00 and up 

River Hill Village Center
6030 Daybreak Circle, Clarksville, 21029

410-531-1426

New Year Special!
Volunteer Tutors Needed

Tues. Feb. 14, 1 p.m., Hawthorne Center, 6175 Sunny Spring, 
Columbia. A-OK Mentoring-Tutoring, Inc. is actively seeking vol-
unteers to mentor and tutor students in local Howard County 
schools for the remainder of the school year. Volunteers must be 
available weekday, daytime hours, to meet one-on-one with an 
assigned student during the school day. Do you speak Spanish? 
You can help with ESL students. People from all backgrounds 
and experiences are welcome to participate in the organization. 
Learn more about volunteer opportunities at the upcoming infor-
mation session. All volunteers must be at least 21-years-old. Call 
443-895-2457 or email susan@aokmentor.org.

HopeWorks Presents Film for Teen 
Violence Awareness Month

Sat., Feb. 4, 3-5:30 p.m., Miller Branch Library, 9421 Frederick 
Road, Ellicott City. February is Teen Violence Awareness Month, 
and to help combat this social issue, HopeWorks will present the 
film Audrie & Daisy, a documentary drama which examines the 
ripple effect on friends, families and entire communities after two 
underage women discover the sexual assault crimes that have 
been brought against them have been caught on film. Teens and 
parents will have the opportunity to view and discuss the film 
separately, and then come together for a group discussion. RSVP 
is suggested but not required. Visit www.wearehopeworks.org/
events to register.
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AROUND TOWN

Teen Parenting Strategies: 
Strengthening Relationships and 

Improving Behavior
Wed., Feb. 8, 6-8 p.m., Ellicott City 50+ Fitness Center Classroom, 
9411 Frederick Road, Ellicott City. Parenting a teen today can be 
extremely challenging and frustrating. Parents typically find that 
as children grow into the teen years, new behaviors emerge and 
the old methods used to interact with them needs a new approach 
in order to be successful. Attend this workshop to review com-
mon behavior problems in teens, learn strategies to communicate 
and strengthen your relationship, create a positive environment 
for your relationship to grow, introduce strategies to improve your 
teen’s behavior and learn ways to encourage your teen to choose 
positive coping skills. $8 per person. Space is limited. Pre-regis-
tration required at www.howardcountymd.gov/familyinstitute.

CandleKids: Akropolis Reed Quintet
Sun., Feb. 26, 2 & 4 p.m., Howard Community College, Smith 
Theatre, Horowitz Center, 10901 Little Patuxent Parkway, Colum-
bia. Hailed for their “Imagination, infallible musicality, and huge 
vitality” (Fanfare), the winners of the 2014 Fischoff Gold Medal 

and 2015 Fischoff Educator Award presents an interactive pro-
gram of colorful music. Combining works by Debussy and Gersh-
win with the eclectic reed quintet repertoire they have curated over 
the past 8 years, Akropolis brings unparalleled chemistry and en-
thusiasm to their unique and dynamic musical medium. Program 
includes instrument demonstrations, Q&A, and even a short mu-
sical game or two. Recommended for ages 4 and up. Performance 
lasts 50-55 minutes. General admission seating. Doors open 30 
minutes before performance. Tickets $11 in advance or $12 at the 
door. Order tickets online at www.candlelightconcerts.org or by 
phone at 410-997-2324.

Bowling Fundraiser and  
Middle Eastern Lunch

Sun., Feb. 26, 12-3 p.m., Brunswick Bowling Alley, 7100 Carved 
Stone, Columbia. Presented by the Law Offices of Kirk Halpin & 
Associates, the annual bowling fundraiser and Middle Eastern 
lunch buffet benefits the Howard County Food Bank. Bring the 
whole family — children are welcome. Lunch, bowling & shoe rent-
al are included. Bring 2 cans/boxes of food per person. Monetary 
donations are welcome. RSVP at www.tinyprints.com/r/bowling 
2017 or email michelle@halpinlawfirm.com or call 410-531-1700.

Bagel Bin & Deli 
410-531-0335

Columbia Bank 
410-531-7000

Everett Jewelers 
410-531-7990

Giant Food 
410-531-7831

GNC 
410-531-1426

Hair Cuttery 
410-531-8052

Ledo Pizza 
443-535-0599

M&T Bank 
410-531-7083

Massage Envy 
410-531-0711

McDonald’s 
410-531-7950

Nouvel Nail Spa 
443-535-8866 

River Hill Cleaners 
410-531-7742

River Hill Optical 
410-531-7920

River Hill Sports 
Grille 
410-531-7900

Visit our new website
riverhill.shopkimco.com

Subway 
410-531-7982

Sunoco 
410-531-7510

Tower Federal Credit Union 
301-497-7000

The UPS Store 
410-531-9861

Vintage Cellars 
410-531-7860
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AROUND TOWN
Travel Series: European Extravaganza

Tues., Feb. 21, 6:30-9:30 p.m., Historic Oakland, 5430 Vantage 
Point Road, Columbia. Live, in-depth presentation with amazing 
tour and river cruise companies, destination experts, and deli-
cious European food and drinks. For those who may be travel-
ing with disabilities, mobility, or other special needs concerns, 
hear from a Certified Accessible Travel Advisor. Seating is limited. 
Register at https://series2europeanextravaganza.eventbrite.com. 
Free. For more information, call 410-730-4744. Part 3 of the series 
on March 21 will feature Cruises. 

Salon Series: NASA’s Historic  
Mission to Pluto

Mon., Feb. 27, 7 p.m., Columbia Art Center, 6100 Foreland Garth, 
Columbia. This presentation features Alice Bowman, New Hori-
zons mission operations manager, from Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity Applied Physics Laboratory, who will discuss the voyage of 
NASA’s historic mission to Pluto, which led to the first flight past 
the distant dwarf planet on July 14, 2015. Experience this journey 
through the eyes of the mission operations team as Bowman de-
scribes some of the challenges of piloting the small robotic space-
craft through the solar system for nearly a decade. Her team itself 
was part of history, operating a spacecraft that had to travel lon-
ger and farther than any mission ever to reach its main target. Call 
410-730-0075 for more information.

Valentine’s Day Truffle-Making  
& Wine-Tasting

Sat., Feb. 11, 11 a.m.- 4:30 p.m., Robinson Nature Center, 6692 
Cedar Lane, Columbia. Enjoy a unique, and environmentally 
friendly, Valentine’s Day experience at the Robinson Nature Cen-
ter! Bring a friend, your sweetheart or your awesome self to learn 
the art of hand-rolling delectable chocolate truffles so that you 
never have to buy pre-packaged chocolate again. Enjoy wine tast-
ings from local winery, Linganore Vineyards, and learn about the 
sustainable practices used in their business. Each person sam-
ples 6 wines and leaves with eight hand-rolled truffles. Special 
thanks to Whole Foods, for its help making this event a success. 
Registration/Info: 410-313-0400. For ages 21 yrs + / $25.

State of the County Address 
Thurs., Feb. 16, 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Turf Valley Resort, 2700 Turf 
Valley Rd, Ellicott City. Howard County Executive Allan Kittleman 
discusses the state of the county after this busy year, and pres-
ents his priorities for our community in 2017.

 Interested in writing for The Villager? 
If you have an article idea or photos you’d like to share, 

please contact our Newsletter Coordinator Jennifer Lynott:  

newsletter@villageofriverhill.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

Babysitters
NAME ADDRESS   PHONE NO.
Alyza Berson Swift Current Way 443-812-5742

Mycah Berson Swift Current Way  443-812-5791

Jennifer Bleakney Waving Tree Court 410-531-5391

Paige Cohen   240-470-6158 

Giuliana Del Buono Distant Thunder Trail 410-707-3430 (c)

Kyla Clark Great Star Drive 301-332-0370

Molly Farrell Tall Timber Drive 443-995-7330

Murphy Freal ** Fleets of Time Court 410-935-7145

Abii Gannon White Marble Court 240-383-6527

Natalie Greenlee Indian Summer Drive 240-620-6053

Kelly Long Tall Timber Drive 410-531-3357 

Laura Mason  Shining Stars Lane 410-733-7566

Miranda Mazzella*  White Pebble Path  410-531-7899

Marissa Mazzella** White Pebble Path 410-531-7899 

Alison Orlosky** Autumn Wind Circle 410-531-3934 

Jacob Recht Evening Company Cir. 410-531-5236 (h) 
   410-302-9258 (c)

Hannah Rosen South Wind Circle 410-531-5275

Karenna Sarney Quiet Night Ride 410-531-2492(h) 
(Karenna.sarney@gmail.com) 410-294-4856 (c)

Allison Siil ** Western Star Run 410-531-5624

Caroline Siil ** Western Star Run 410-531-5624

Liana Toy Grateful Heart Gate 443-718-8720

Sarah Winchell River Run 410-531-0135 (h) 
   443-745-7571 (c)

* CPR/First Aid Trained ** CPR/First Aid Certified

Snow Shovelers
NAME ADDRESS   PHONE NO.
Lucas Balda Wild Orange Gate 410-531-3713 

Alex Chase Towering Oak Path 301-537-2747

Jay Desmarais Radiant Gleam Way 443-745-4624

Joe Hobbs Golden Seeds Row 443-374-7001

Woodie Lynott Early Lilacs Path 443-535-8956

Cedar Kennedy Countless Stars Run 443-805-7581

Trevor Younkins Trailing Moss Gate 410-531-8538

Robby Windsor Floating Clouds Path 410-935-2874

The Association is updating its snow 
shovelers and snow blower list. 
This list is provided to residents 
inquiring about assistance with snow 
removal. If you are interested in being 
included, call 410-531-1749 or email 
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org with 
your contact information.

Tutor
Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder, High Func-
tioning Autism, Advocate; all ages (K-12); specializing in organi-
zational skills, study skills, time management, reading/writing 
process, reading skills, all with application to content material at 
any level. SAT/ACT reading and English areas. Background: Spe-
cial Education Coordinator for school based programs. Howard 
County resident. 301-922-6827 or email InsightsEd@gmail.com.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting  
“Our Passion is Your Pets”

Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, mid-
day, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact: 
www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture. Art, Silver, 
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+ yr ex-
perience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic 
Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.
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