February 2016

The OFFICIAL Newsletter of the Village of River Hill

Vol. 23, No. 9

Teen Advisory Commiittee Adopts U.S. Army Base

T

he River Hill Teen Advisory Committee
serves the community in a variety of
different ways throughout the year. In
addition to planning and executing the annual Haunted Hallow’s Eve activities, building a float for the Independence Day Parade,
volunteering at the Health Fair and running
various other events, this enthusiastic group
of teens has decided to take on even more responsibility to benefit others.
As part of Howard County’s Day of Service events in January, the Teen Advisory
Committee voted to participate in the Overseas Coupon Program. This patriotic charity supports service members whose rates of
pay often hover just above the poverty level.
The commitment involves adopting a military
base overseas and collecting manufacturers’
coupons to be clipped and sent directly to the
chosen base. Military families serving abroad
are able to reduce their grocery costs by using Students of all ages from a variety of local schools earned community service hours by clipping
these coupons while shopping at their base coupons for the Overseas Coupon Program. See more photos on page 23.
commissary. The commissaries even allow
the use of expired coupons up to six months,
The base chosen for adoption by the Teen Advisory Committee
and military families rely on them being available each time they
is a U.S. Army base located in Vicenza, Italy. Other bases availshop.
able for adoption are located in Germany, Belgium, Japan, Korea,
Spain, and the U.K. The teens expressed an interest in supporting
the Army branch of the military and were intrigued by the thought
of an army base in Italy. The program requires the collection and
clipping of manufacturer’s coupons which are then sorted into
By advertising in The Villager, these companies support
two categories (food and non-food items). Once all the coupons
programs and events here in River Hill.
are clipped and sorted, the total value of the coupons must be calculated. Each year the Overseas Coupon Program oversees milDrs. Byron & David Bonebreak
Peg Mellen/Vacation Specialist
lions of dollars worth of coupons that are sent to various military
Collen Brothers Services
Molly Maid
bases abroad.
Columbia Family Eye Care
Mr. Handyman
Two coupon clipping events were recently held at Claret Hall,
Handyman from Heaven
Northrop Team Real Estate
and they were extremely successful! Residents of River Hill and
Hilltop Child Care Center
Oak Ridge CC
the surrounding areas donated their unused/unwanted coupon
Kimco Realty
PCF Management
circulars, which luckily resulted in a large collection. A total of 25
people participated in the clipping, sorting and tallying of the couKumon
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
pons. Children, senior citizens and people of all ages in between
LeReve Real Estate
Eileen Robbins/Long & Foster
enjoyed a relaxing, social atmosphere while cutting coupons and
Shun Lu Re/Max 100
Sapphire Salon
getting a chance to escape the cold for a few hours. The Western
Mama Millies
Tiki’s Playhouse
Howard County “Force” 6th Grade Girls Basketball Team came

Thanks!

Maryland Cheesecake

David Williams Electric Co., Inc.

Continued on Page 7
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday
9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m.–Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.
Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org
Covenant Advisor:
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org
Facility Coordinator:
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org
Communications & Events Coordinator:
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Administrative Assistant:
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

RIVER HILL BOARD
Dave Clark................................................................ daveclark@comcast.net
Michael Cornell, Chair............................................................. 301-742-2761
Will McCullough.......................................................................410-292-2985
Mavourene Robinson........................................ succexecutives@gmail.com
Esti Schabelman, Vice Chair .............................estischabelman@gmail.com
Richard Thomas ..................................................richthomas.rh@verizon.net
Liyan Zhang ............................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Jennifer Zhang (Student Committee)

Board Highlights . . .
January 11, 2016
•

•
•
•
•

Met with Jeremy Scharfenberg and Danielle Bodner (CA Facility Services Division) and Paul Cole (Retrofit Baltimore)
who provided an overview of the Columbia Solar Cooperative
Program.
Agreed to co-sponsor, with other Columbia Villages, a
workshop to explore issues related to rejuvenating Columbia’s
older housing stock.
Agreed to support Council Bill 1-2016 with the
recommendation that peddlers and solicitors be required to
cease operations by sunset or no later than 8 p.m.
Discussed CA’s Draft FY17/18 Budget.
Minutes Approved: December 7, 2015

Upcoming Meeting
February 1 – The Board will meet with representatives from
Kimco Realty regarding signage at the Village Center.

Board Meeting Schedule
All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River
Hill Village Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall
on the Friday prior to the meeting. Residents are
encouraged to attend Resident Speak-Out during
each board meeting. If you have written material you
would like the Board to review, please drop it by the
village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting.
All approved minutes are available for review at
the village office. For additional information, please
contact the village office.

NEXT BOARD MEETINGS:
February 1 and March 7 at 7 p.m. Please visit
www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board
Meeting Agendas & Minutes.

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Chao Wu, superbwu@gmail.com

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com
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Council Corner: 2016 New Year Resolution
We are finally stepping into the year of 2016. There are two recent developments in our neighborhoods:
1. County Executive Allan Kittleman is working with the
United States Postal Service to bring the post office back
to Clarksville.
2. Outside River Hill, Route 32, to the west of Route 108, is
going to be expanded to four lanes to the Route 70 intersection. This will reduce the traffic jams and accelerate development to the west.
What is my New Year resolution? As the representative to the
Columbia Council from River Hill and a CA board member, I resolve to:
1. Continue to bridge our residents’ concerns to the Columbia Association (CA) such that CA not only listens to our
residents but also works hard to address their concerns.
2. Work closely with other CA board members to approve the
new budget for fiscal years 2017-2018.
3. Advocate for election changes in villages which elect CA
Board Members every year. Most other villages have elections every two years. I would like all board members to
have a two-year term. This will bring more stability and
continuity to the board.
4. Seek an affordable plan to fix and maintain the ponds in
CA open space. CA is conducting a survey of all ponds.
Fixing and maintaining the ponds are very expensive.
5. Prioritize CA facility improvements. CA is inspecting all
buildings. The results of these assessments will inform

6.

the board as it makes improvement decisions pertaining
to older buildings and how/when to build new facilities.
Evaluate the CA annual charge. The CA annual charge
rate is $0.68 for every $100 of the property assessment
value for the last ten years. The highest rate CA can charge
is $0.75. However, CA has lost track of why the rate was
originally set at $0.68. I am hearing complaints from residents that they pay both the annual charge and membership fees and feel the annual charge is a little high. I would
like CA to conduct a study and analyze the annual charge
rate. Please share your thoughts on the CA annual charge
and membership structure with me.

What are CA’s short-term and long-term vision and mission?
These are not easy questions to answer. However, we are always
focused on creating and maintaining a dynamic and harmonious
community.
Chao Wu, Ph.D.
River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
Email: superbwu@gmail.com
Tel: 240-481-9637
website: http://chaowu2016.com
Disclaimer: This letter only represents Dr. Chao Wu’s personal opinion. It does not represent River Hill Board of Directors nor Columbia
Association’s Board.

Sidewalk Snow
Removal:
It’s the Law

Snow Plow Tracker
Available Online

Want to know what roads have been plowed?
Check out the Howard County
Road Conditions map at
www.howardcountymdpublic.eroadtrack.com.
The map shows which roads have been plowed, salted, or
both. The map is updated every 15 minutes so you can see
when the plow is near you.
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Property owners who abut a sidewalk please
keep the following in mind per Howard County
Code, Section 18.402(h):
“It is the duty and obligation of the owner of
property abutting a sidewalk in a public right-ofway to remove snow from the sidewalk within 48
hours after the snow has fallen.”
When residents fail to remove snow from
sidewalks, it poses a very dangerous situation for
neighbors and for students who use the sidewalks
to get to and from school and as a bus stop. Please
don’t wait to be told to shovel or receive a citation
from the County. Please shovel as soon as possible
for your safety and the safety of your family and
your neighbors.
If you need assistance with shoveling, Claret
Hall has a list of people who will come to your home
and shovel for you. E-mail riverhill@villageofriverhill.org or turn to page 11 for the list.

Coming Soon: Village Elections
It is almost time to elect four members to the Association’s
Board of Directors. The terms of the following Board Members
end April 30: Dave Clark, Will McCullough, Esti Schabelman, and
Liyan Zhang. It is too soon to know if they will run for another
2-year term. However, it is not too soon for others to consider
running. If you want to give back to the community, have ideas on
ways to improve the Association’s operations, or are passionate
about issues impacting the village, now is the time to consider
running for the Board. The nomination period for the four Board
of Directors positions is March 1-21. Everyone interested in
running for election must submit a valid nomination petition
during this timeframe. Petitions and information packets will be
available at Claret Hall and on our website beginning March 1.
Residents interested in running for election are encouraged to
attend an upcoming Board Meeting and to contact the current
Board Members to learn more about the roles and responsibilities.
Not interested in a 2-year commitment? Volunteers are still
needed to serve on the Election Committee. This Committee is
appointed by the Board and is responsible for ensuring that the
Association’s elections on April 30 run smoothly. The Committee
oversees the elections guaranteeing that the Association’s by-laws
and election procedures are followed. When there is a contested
race, the Election Committee organizes and runs a Candidate’s
Forum. Serving on the Election Committee is a short-term
commitment
—generally February—April. Any member of the
Association eligible to vote in the next election may serve.
For more information on running for the Association’s Board of
Directors or to volunteer for the Election Committee, contact the
Village Manager, Susan Smith, at manager@villageofriverhill.org
or 410-531-1749.

Tips: Keep Pipes from Freezing
Winter has finally arrived and has a firm grip on our area
with below freezing temperatures. The threat of frozen pipes that
can ultimately burst is very real. “Pipes freezing is just one of the
many problems that can plague homeowners during the winter
months,” said Utility Bureau Chief Stephen Gerwin. “With just a
few simple steps, residents can protect their pipes and ultimately
their homes from unwanted damage.”
By following these tips provided by Howard County
Government’s Bureau of Utilities, pipes will be protected and less
likely to freeze.
Water pipes located on or next to an outside wall are subjected
to sub-freezing temperatures, as are pipes located in a garage or
any other unheated building. To help combat this problem and
reduce the probability of your pipes freezing, the County’s Bureau
of Utilities recommends the following:
• Wrap or insulate exposed pipes susceptible to low
temperatures.
• Utilize other devices, such as heat tape, to help keep pipes
from freezing.
• Leave hot and cold water dripping on nights when
temperatures dip below 15°F.
• Some pipes, such as those located in cabinets, may be situated against an outside wall, while they may be insulated,
residents should leave cabinet doors open to allow heat in the
room to keep pipes warm and prevent freezing.
The Bureau also suggests:
• Turn off and drain outside hose bibs.

•
•
•

Know where the main water cut off valve is and how it works.
Seal air leaks that allow icy blasts to reach pipes.
For homes with crawl spaces, close outside air vents located
in the foundation wall during extremely cold temperatures to
keep exposed plumbing from freezing.
• If you have a programmable thermostat, consider leaving it at
a constant temperature, never below 45°F.
• If you are going on an extended vacation, set your thermostat
to at least 45°F or above.
Also, to help keep county fire hydrants from freezing and
help prevent street flooding, residents are asked to shovel out fire
hydrants in their neighborhood that are covered or obstructed
by snow, as well as keeping obstacles, such as snow, away from
storm water runoff drains.
If your pipes do freeze, the Bureau recommends opening the
cold water faucet nearest the frozen pipe to relieve pressure. Then,
use a gentle heat source, such as a light bulb or hair dryer, to thaw
the pipe. DO NOT use an open flame.
Residents are further reminded if you lose water or experience
sewage back-up in your home, call the County first to determine if
there is a break in the water main or a blockage in the sewer main
beyond your property. During regular business hours, residents
are instructed to call the Bureau of Utilities at 410-313-4900.
After hours and on the weekends, call Central Dispatch at 410313-2929 which will then notify a county utility worker.

Watch Out for Tax Scams!
Tax season may have just begun, but tax scammers are hard
at work all year long! In fact, tax identity theft and scams are now
reported more than any other scam.
IRS Imposter Scams—Scammers posing as IRS officials call
and say you owe taxes. They threaten to arrest or deport you,
revoke your license, or even shut down your business if you don’t
pay right away. They may know your Social Security number (or
at least the last four digits of it), making you think the call is legit.
They also can rig caller ID to make it look like the call is coming
from the IRS.
You’re told to wire money or put the money on a prepaid debit
card and tell them the number. Once you do, the money is gone.
The IRS doesn’t ask people to pay with prepaid debit cards or wire
transfers, and doesn’t ask for credit card numbers over the phone.
If you owe, or think you owe, federal taxes, call the IRS at 800829-1040 or go to www.irs.gov. The IRS generally contacts people
about unpaid taxes by mail, not by phone. But, crooks have also
been known to send letters that appear to be from the IRS so it’s
also a good idea to verify them with IRS before taking action.
Tax Identity Theft – Other crooks file phony tax returns using
your stolen personal information (like Social Security numbers)
to get a tax refund from the IRS. Or, they may use your Social
Security number to get a job or claim your child as a dependent
on a tax return.
Tax identity theft victims typically find out about the crime
when they get a letter from the IRS saying that more than one tax
return was filed in their name, or receive IRS records that show
they received wages from an employer they don’t know. If you get
a letter like this, don’t panic. Contact the IRS Identity Protection
Specialized Unit at 1-800-908-4490.
Learn more at www.ftc.gov/taxidtheft.
For tips on how you can avoid being a victim, visit the Howard
County Office of Consumer Affairs’ website at www.howardcountymd.gov/consumer.
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Relocation Project for
Clarksville Post Office
Proposed
The United States Postal Service has announced plans to
reestablish the retail service that was previously provided at
the Clarksville Post Office. The relocation project will consist of
procuring a suitable location, as close as reasonably possible to
the previous location.
The Postal Service receives no tax dollars for operating
expenses and relies on the sale of postage, products and services
to fund its operations. These retail services will continue at the
Columbia Post Office and Ellicott City Post Office for Clarksville
customers until such time as all necessary preparations are
completed at the new location. There will be no changes to mail
delivery or customers’ addresses.
U.S. Postal Service representatives were scheduled to present
the proposed plans during a public meeting on January 27. Due to
the Association’s newsletter publication schedule, we were unable
to include the project details in this issue. Please check our website www.villageofriverhill.org or contact the Association’s office at
410-531-1749 for more information.
The Postal Service will accept written comments on the
proposal until March 1, 2016. Comments may be submitted to:
Richard Hancock, Real Estate Specialist
United States Postal Service
Facilities Service Office
PO Box 27497
Greensboro, NC 27498-1103
richard.a.hancock2@usps.gov

$152 Million Investment to
Widen Maryland Route 32
Announced
In January, Governor Larry Hogan and Howard County Executive Allan H. Kittleman announced a $152 million investment to
widen Maryland Route 32 from Maryland Route 108 in Clarksville
to Interstate 70 and to study continued improvements into Carroll County. A cost-splitting, state-county partnership will allow
the state to fast-track Phase I of the project, widening 2.5 miles
to a four-lane divided highway from Route 108 to Linden Church
Road.
“Our administration has made it very clear that building,
maintaining and fixing Maryland’s roads and bridges is our top
transportation priority,” said Governor Hogan. “This long overdue
funding to reduce congestion and improve safety along MD 32 is
just one more way that we are changing Maryland for the better.”
Kittleman, who has made dualization of this section of Route
32 a top transportation priority, said the project will “significantly
impact thousands of Howard County residents and businesses.”
Currently, more than 30,000 vehicles use this road every day.
“This is one of the most congested roads in the State,” Kittleman

6 • The River Hill Villager • February 2016

said. “The gridlock causes safety
problems and pushes motorists to
find alternate routes through surrounding neighborhoods, which
causes even more problems. I am
pleased that through this creative
solution with the State we will
be able to reduce congestion and
support regional economic development.”
The Route 32 widening and
improvement project will be completed in three phases. Construction of Phase I, which will cost $33
million, will begin this summer.
SHA’s design/build process allows Governor Larry Hogan
for faster completion of the project. The State agreed to fast-track this portion because the County will split the cost, contributing $16.5 million from an existing
highway fund.
The County’s contribution comes from its road excise tax fund,
which receives revenue from a tax collected on each building
permit processed in the county. The fund currently has a balance
of more than $50 million.
Phase II is a $107 million project to widen Route 32 from
Linden Church Road to Interstate 70, starting in 2019. During
this phase, a new $6 million bridge also will be built at Triadelphia
Road, which is needed to allow for a wider Route 32 roadway
below. SHA and the County will provide multiple opportunities for
community input on the design of Phase II of the project.
Phase III includes a planning study – already underway – to examine widening Route 32 from Interstate 70 into Carroll County
to Maryland Route 26. Another related project includes $5 million
in intersection improvements near the Armory in Sykesville.
Maryland Department of Transportation Secretary Pete Rahn,
who attended the press conference, said this stretch of Route 32 is
the sixth most congested portion of state highway during evening
commuting hours. SHA predicts the roadway will see an increase
in average daily traffic from 30,400 to 58,000 vehicles by 2035.
“Clearly this project is going to relieve considerable congestion
for our residents,” said Greg Fox, Councilmember for District 5
where the project will take place. “The State Highway statistics I’ve
seen indicate that Phase I alone could reduce delays in the morning and evening rush hours by as much as 74 percent and 78 percent respectively.”
Over the past few years, SHA reports there have been 76
crashes, with 31 resulting in 40 injuries, along this stretch
of Route 32. Over a 10-year period, there were a total of 179
crashes reported by SHA. According to the Howard County Police
Department, these numbers do not include dozens of additional
collisions resulting in “minor property damage” that are not
reported to the State.
The road dualization is expected to not only improve traffic
flow on Route 32 at peak hours, but also reduce the number and
frequency of accidents. Creating a center median and widening
both sides of the road will significantly improve safety, according
to the SHA.
This information was provided by Howard County’s Office of
Public Information.

From Pg 1: Teens Adopt
U.S. Army Base
to clip coupons as part of a team bonding experience. Says Team
Manager and parent of one of the girls, Mickey Maloney, “The more
time the girls are able to spend together off the court communicating and bonding results in better communication and teamwork
on the court.” In addition, some of River Hill’s older generation, including non-English speaking residents, participated in the event.
The goal is to continue broadening the reach for others who might
not typically attend our community events due to language barriers. Anyone can come in and clip coupons – English is not a prerequisite.
An astonishing total of nearly $17,000 in coupon savings was
amassed during the event. Since the adoption of the U.S. Army
base in Vicenza, Italy is a long-term commitment, additional coupon clipping and tallying sessions will be held. Volunteers are
needed to tally the value of coupons at Claret Hall on Wednesday,
February 17 from 10 a.m. to noon. Please consider volunteering
to help with this worthwhile task. Pre-registration is requested by
calling 410-531-1749 or emailing newsletter@villageofriverhill.org.
Light refreshments will be available. In the meantime, continue to
drop off any manufacturer’s coupon circulars to Claret Hall, and
stay tuned for dates of additional coupon events. Your support is
greatly appreciated!
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Watershed Tip of the Month

“All our streams
are impaired,”
says Alan Pflugrad,
who presented
the findings at the
January meeting
of the River
Hill Watershed
Committee.

Bugs Complain About Our
Streams
The state of many of our streams is poor.
That unfortunate assessment is based on 2015 research by
Howard County’s Stream Waders, who sampled aquatic creatures (benthic macro invertebrates) in a River Hill stream in the
Middle Patuxent watershed and in seven other Howard County
waterways. Alan Pflugrad, a watershed steward and co-chair of
the King’s Contrivance Environment Committee, discussed the
stream findings at the January meeting of the River Hill Watershed Committee.
“All the streams surveyed are impaired,” falling in the “poor” or
“very poor” range, he said.
After training from the state Department of Natural Resources
(DNR), volunteers with the Stream Waders program ventured
into our streams last March and April. “Maryland DNR stream
survey procedures are noted for their methodology and accuracy,”
Pflugrad said. In 2015, all sampling areas were near home owners
associations interested in improving stream health. River Hill was
one of the largest HOAs in the group; others included Sewell’s
Orchard in Oakland Mills, Deering Woods in Wilde Lake, and the
Greenleaf HOA in Dasher Green.
Teams of three to six people selected a 100-foot stretch of the
stream, waded in and captured samples of the macro invertebrates with a net. During several hours at each site, Pflugrad said,
they collected 20 samples from representative locations, includ-

ing in spots where the stream flows fast and slow, by submerged
vegetation, under and around banks — all the areas where these
bugs should thrive. The bugs captured were placed in alcohol and
a taxonomist identified and counted them. The type and quantity of these critters are indicators of stream health. Some, such as
black flies and leeches, are tolerant of pollutants. Mayflies, for example, are much more sensitive.
The DNR evaluates the data and, using a rigorous formula,
derives a score for water quality. The scale ranges from 1-2, very

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com
Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

Nouvel Nail Spa
443-535-8866

Subway
410-531-7982

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Everett Jewelers
410-531-7990

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

Tower Federal Credit Union
301-497-7000

Giant Food
410-531-7831

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

River Hill Sports
Grille
410-531-7900

The UPS Store
410-531-9861

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052
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Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860

poor; 2-3, poor; 3-4, fair; and 4-5, good. River Hill’s score: 2.14.
Pflugrad said the Stream Waders also ran other habitat assessments that indicated “suboptimal conditions for aquatic life”
in many county streams. The reason? Most indicators point to too
much stormwater rushing off our paved and roofed land and into
our streams. That stormwater carries sediment, herbicides, insecticides, fertilizer, salt, gasoline, oil, and pet waste.
Ordinarily, the DNR doesn’t release results this quickly.
But the state released the 2015 score because of the Howard
County Watershed Stewards Academy partnership with River Hill
and other HOAs determined to help fix the problem. One small
HOA has already installed rain gardens and other conservation
landscape projects, which help absorb rain before it heads to the
storm drains. Some other solutions include those you’ve read
about in our monthly watershed tips:
• If you need a deicer, reach for a product that lists magnesium
chloride rather than salt as the first ingredient. And use it
sparingly.
• Pick up pet waste. Always.
• Reduce or eliminate herbicides and insecticides.
• Begin planning now to replace some of the lawn with a rain
garden, vegetable garden, trees or other native plantings.
• Install a rain barrel. Or two.
• Fix oil leaks on your car promptly, and wash the car at a
carwash instead of in your driveway.
• Add fertilizer only if soil tests show your lawn needs it. (Free
soil tests are available through Columbia Association. Pick up
test packets at Claret Hall.)
• Avoid single-use plastic, including straws, plastic shopping
bags and water in plastic bottles.

“The Middle Patuxent River is all in Howard County,” Pflugrad
said. “It starts in Howard County and ends at the Little Patuxent
in Howard County. It’s our river. We’re responsible for its quality,
and it’s impaired.” Let’s get to work.

Watershed Moments
•
•
•
•

Wednesday, March 16, 7 p.m.: Plan your garden around our
presentation of Plants to Use Vs. Plants to Lose and a Master
Gardener’s presentation on fescue lawn care. Claret Hall.
Saturday, April 16, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.: Visit our table at
Greenfest, Howard Community College.
Sunday, April 24: Earth Day Pull & Plant: Help us pull invasive plants and replant with natives. Stay tuned for location and time.
Please LIKE us on Facebook.

Question of the Month
Tell us one thing you plan to do this year to slow the flow of
rushing stormwater or improve its quality. The first five people
to post an answer to our Facebook page or email their plans to
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org will win a plant.

Sign Up for Columbia
Association’s “Excite
Columbia” Citizens Academy
Columbia Association’s (CA) citizens academy, Excite
Columbia, will be returning soon for its spring 2016 session. The
six-week program will be held on Tuesdays beginning on March
1 and concluding on April 5. Classes are held from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. at CA Headquarters, 6310 Hillside Court, located off Stevens
Forest Road near the county vehicle emissions inspection station.
Since 2013, Excite Columbia has educated and informed
residents with an in-depth view of how CA operates and serves
the community through its many departments and programs. The
citizens academy also provides a forum for CA and community
members to interact and engage with one another.
Each week, expert speakers will present information and
answer questions on a variety of topics. The schedule for the
spring 2016 session is:
• March 1, My Columbia Association: presentation from CA
President/CEO Milton W. Matthews and a history of Columbia.
• March 8, Community Vision: CA’s Community Services
Department and CA’s governance.
• March 15, Fiscal Responsibility: CA’s annual charge and
budget.
• March 22, Fitness and Sustainability: CA’s recreation facilities,
services and programs, as well as CA’s sustainability efforts.
• March 29, Quality of Life: CA’s Open Space Management
Department and CA’s watershed management efforts.
• April 5, Graduation: program finale and wrap-up.
Excite Columbia is open to anyone 18 or older interested in
learning more about CA. Registration for the program is required,
as there is limited seating. To register, please visit www.ColumbiaAssociation.org/Excite. For more information, please contact
Erin McPhail at Communications@ColumbiaAssociation.org or
410-423-1891.
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Upcoming Culture Fest
Columbia Association (CA) is seeking Eastern European and
Russian musicians, bands, performers, exhibitors and food
vendors for the upcoming “Eastern Europe and Russia Culture
Fest” to be held this April by CA and the Howard County Library
System.
This free family event will be held Sunday, April 10, from 1:30
to 4:30 p.m. at Howard County Library System’s Miller Branch,
9421 Frederick Road in Ellicott City. The Eastern Europe and
Russia Culture Fest is a great place for individuals, bands,
organizations and dance groups to participate in an afternoon of
music, as well as other performances and educational displays.
Representatives from Russia and all of the countries that make
up Eastern Europe — Albania, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Kosovo,
Latvia, Lithuania, Macedonia, Moldova, Montenegro, Poland,
Romania, Serbia, Slovakia and Ukraine — are invited to participate.
At the Eastern Europe and Russia Culture Fest, people are
invited to show the Howard County community what makes their
country and culture unique. Exhibitors may not sell items or
services unless they are food vendors selling food. There will be no
payment for performances.
Photos of the exhibitors, performers and audience members
will be taken at the event. Families attending the event will be
able to pick up a “Culture Fest Passport,” complete it by visiting
exhibitors’ tables and then enter it into a drawing for prizes.
Interested parties should contact Laura Smit, program manager
for CA’s International Exchange and Multicultural Programs,
by calling 410-715-3162 or sending an email to International@
ColumbiaAssociation.org.

CA’s International Exchange and Multicultural Programs
foster international understanding and celebrate the diverse
cultures of Columbia. The goals of the International Exchange
Program include developing new exchanges with Columbia’s
three sister cities and creating new Sister City relationships in
other cities and nations. CA also develops multicultural programs
for the community such as the World Languages Café, Culture
Fests, the International Book Club and the World Food Passport
program. For more information, go to www.ColumbiaAssociation.
org/Multicultural.

Snow Shovelers List
River Hill Community Association keeps
a list of people in the neighborhood who will
shovel snow. It has just been updated and
these people can be called when the white
stuff begins to fall.

Alex Chase. . . . . . . . Towering Oak Path . . . . . . . . . .
Matthew Bleakney. . . .  Waving Tree Ct. . . . . . . . . . 
Woodie Lynott. . . . . . . . Early Lilacs Path . . . . . . . . . .
Noah Safeer. . . . . . . Trotter Ridge Court . . . . . . . . . .

301-537-2747
410-531-5391
443-535-8956
443-668-2892

						
If you would like to be added to our list, call 410-531-1749
or email riverhill@villageofriverhill.org.
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School News
Winter Classes in River Hill:
Ballroom Dancing (Claret Hall)
Mon
thru March
6:30-7:30 p.m.
For information call 301-498-3267 or email sam@studiodans.
com.

Chinese Wushu (Meeting Room)
Sat
ongoing
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Call 240-247-7048 or email uscwi@uschinesewushu.com.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
Th
ongoing
10-10:45 a.m.
Ages 0-5
Now registering for fall classes. For information call 301-7580304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th
ongoing
7:30-8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Triathlean (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th
thru March
7:15-8:15 p.m.
For information call 301-213-9670 or email dserpico34@
outlook.com.

Zumba (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th
ongoing
9:30-10:30 a.m. and 6-7 p.m.
Visit www.maria72.zumba.com or email msmarialk@gmail.
com to register.

“Like” River
Hill Community
Association on
Facebook!
www.facebook.com/
RiverHillCommunity
Association
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Days Off to be Incorporated for
Lunar New Year Eve, Eid AlAdha and Diwali
The Howard County Board of Education voted unanimously
to continue with the current practice of schools and offices being
closed on mandated state holidays, and Yom Kippur and Rosh
Hashanah in the 2016–2017 Academic Calendar. The Board also
asked the school system to propose options for including three
new days when schools will be closed next school year.
The Board asked school system staff to identify one additional
day to recognize each of the following cultural observances only for
the 2016-2017 calendar: Lunar New Year Eve, the Muslim holiday
of Eid Al-Adha, and the Hindu holiday of Diwali. The system will
need to bring options back to the Board for consideration that
would close schools for students, or for both students and staff.
The system will issue a Request for Proposal to study the
impact of the range of religious observances celebrated in Howard
County to inform the development of the 2017-2018 calendar
that will be presented to the Board in September. The 20172018 Academic Calendar Committee has begun to meet and
includes representation from a broad array of community groups,
including the Jewish Federation of Howard County, the Howard
County Muslim Council, the Hindu community, and the Chinese
American Parent Association.

School News
The 2016-2017 school year is proposed to begin for students
on August 29, staff will return on August 22, and the school
year would end on June 13, 2017, contingent on any approved
revisions to accommodate the additional holidays. Five days will
be built into the calendar for inclement weather, which would
extend the school year if necessary.
The Board approved the system’s recommendation to issue
the RFP for an independent research organization to survey and
obtain data to inform future calendar decisions. An independent
company or organization would ensure objectivity, consistency
and analytical integrity by collecting data on student and
staff attendance on religious and cultural holidays. Voluntary
disclosure of religious preference would be invited as part of the
survey.
The Board also renewed its commitment to improve
communication and implementation of current policy, so all
members of our school community understand their rights
to observe their religion and have the opportunity and time
to make up work. The system will work with school-based
administrators to ensure that the provisions of Policy 3000,
Religious Observances, are communicated to students and
families. The calendar committee was asked to bring the proposed
start dates for the 2017-2018 school year and to honor the

Babysitter List
NAME

ADDRESS		 PHONE NO.

Alyssa Berman

Towering Oak Path

410-531-0874

Jennifer Bleakney

Waving Tree Court

410-531-5391

Grace Briggs
Empty Song Road
(CPR/Red Cross Lifeguard)

410-531-0382 (h)
443-472-0080 (c)

Guiliana Del Buono Distant Thunder Trail

410-707-3430 (c)

Kyla Clark

Great Star Drive

301-332-0370

Molly Farrell

Tall Timber Drive

443-995-7330

Abii Gannon

White Marble Court

240-383-6527

Natalie Greenlee

Indian Summer Drive

240-620-6053

Catalina Lennon
Autumn Wind Circle
(CPR/First Aid)		

443-535-9719 (h)
443-996-0762 (c)

Alison Orlosky
(CPR/First Aid)

410-531-3934

Autumn Wind Circle

Kalala Pines		
(CPR/First Aid)

410-531-9072

Hannah Rosen

410-531-5275

South Wind Circle

Karenna Sarney
Quiet Night Ride
(Karenna.sarney@gmail.com)

410-531-2492(h)
410-294-4856 (c)

Allison Siil
(CPR/First Aid)

Western Star Run

410-531-5624

Caroline Siil
(CPR/First Aid)

Western Star Run

410-531-5624

Liana Toy

Grateful Heart Gate

443-718-8720

Sarah Winchell
River Run
			

410-531-0135 (h)
443-745-7571 (c)

Board’s prior commitment to approve the 2016-2017 calendar,
before the end of the current school year.

HCPSS Receives Distinguished
Budget Presentation Award
HCPSS has been awarded the Distinguished Budget
Presentation Award by the Government Finance Officers
Association for the current school year budget.
The award reflects the commitment of HCPSS to meeting
the highest principles of governmental budgeting. To receive
the award, HCPSS satisfied nationally recognized guidelines
for effective budget presentation. HCPSS was recognized for
pioneering efforts to improve the quality of budgeting.
This is the second consecutive year that HCPSS has earned
this award, and adds to several GFOA financial reporting and
procurement awards that HCPSS has earned over the last several
years.

Military Information Night
All HCPSS students in grades 7-12 who are interested in
collegiate and U.S. military programs and their parents are invited
to a countywide military information session. The event will be
held on Thursday, March 17 from 6-9 p.m. at River Hill High
School.
Attendees will hear from representatives from the five military
academies; college ROTC programs; JROTC programs at Atholton,
Howard and Oakland Mills high schools; and military enlistment
recruiters. Representatives from local congressional offices and
the U.S. military academies also will provide information about
academy nomination and application processes.
For more information, contact Philip Vangeli at 410-313-7400
or pvangeli@hcpss.org.

HCPSS Registration for
Kindergarten/New Students
Howard County Public Schools will begin their registration
process for Kindergarten/New Students during the week of
February 29-March 4. Pointers Run Elementary School will
register students between the hours of 10 a.m.-2 p.m. that week.
Clarksville Elementary School will register students between
the hours of 10 a.m.-3 p.m. that week. The custodial parent
must register the student with the following documents: birth
certificate, passport, parent photo ID, proof of residency (signed
deed or trust, signed settlement papers, current lease) and a
utility bill showing property address, name of parent, and current
date. In addition, proof of immunizations and legal proof of
custody (if applicable) is required.
Children entering kindergarten in the fall of 2016 must turn
five-years-old by September 2, 2016. For additional information
regarding registration of students, consult the HCPSS website at
www.hcpss.org.
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School News
Pre-Kindergarten Program
at Pointers Run Elementary
School
The Pointers Run Regional Early Childhood Center (RECC)
toddler and preschool programs are now accepting applications
for classes for the 2016-2017 school year. These classes include
children with and without disabilities. The program’s focus is
helping all children develop communication, literacy, math,
problem solving, motor, and social skills. Parents of children who
will be 3 and 4 years of age for the 2016-2017 school year may
see Ro Pavlovsky in the school office for an application packet
beginning February 16, 2016.
All applications must be returned by March 22, 2016. A limited
number of openings are available for children without disabilities.
Children are selected based upon screening information given on
the application form and the “Ages and Stages Questionnaire,” as
well as observations of the child’s participation in a playgroup. If
necessary, a lottery process is conducted.
If you have any questions, please contact Jane Berman at 410313-7142.
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RHHS Hosting Pancake
Breakfast Fundraiser
The River Hill High School Class of 2017 will host a Pancake
Breakfast fundraiser on Saturday, February 20 at Ledo Pizza in
the River Hill Village Center from 8-10:30 a.m. The event is being
held to support activities such as the Senior Class Night, Senior
Crab Feast, Senior Picnic and Prom. Students will be volunteering
at the event and serving pancakes, sausage, drinks, and more.
Tickets cost $9 and are available at the door on the morning of
the event.

Black History Expo at
Wilde Lake HS
The National Pan-Hellenic Council of Howard County, Maryland in partnership with the Howard County Branch of the
N.A.A.C.P. and the Howard County Public School System, invites
the public to attend the 2016 Black History Expo. Admission is
free. The theme for this event is “Hallowed Grounds: Sites of African American Memories.” There will be exhibits, vendors, activi-

School News
ties, and entertainment throughout the day. Everyone is invited to
come and enjoy this celebration of Black History and Culture. The
date and location is Saturday, February 27, 2016 from 11 a.m.
until 5 p.m. at Wilde Lake High School located at 5460 Trumpeter
Road in Columbia, Maryland.
Admission is Free!

City. Additional information and registration for this FREE event
is available at www.howardcountymd.gov/studentloanforum.

Know Before You Owe: Student
Loan Forum and Resource Fair

Registration is currently available for the spring 2016 Keys to
Empowering Youth program to be held on March 5, 2016 from
10 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. at the University of Maryland. Participants
will work with undergraduate engineering students to complete a
variety of engineering activities.
Registration is conducted on a first come, first serve basis until
all available spaces are full. Submit your registration form, which
can be found at www.wie.umd.edu/k12/keys-program as soon as
possible to secure your place in the March program.
There is a $25 registration fee for each participant, which
covers lunch, activity supplies, and the cost of tee shirts. Please
do NOT include this fee with your registration form; we will
request the fee after your daughter has been accepted into the
program.
For further about this program, please contact Dawn Ginnetti
at dginnett@umd.edu or 301-405-0315.

On Wednesday, March 2 at 7 p.m., a panel of local, state and
federal experts will answer questions about the student loan
process, provide vital resource materials and offer one-on-one
guidance during a workshop entitled “Know Before You Owe.”
Anyone who is preparing for college and needs answers about the
student loan process, wants information about how to evaluate the
various kinds of loans and their repayment obligations, desires to
learn how student loans can affect your ability to get future credit
and/or needs help managing current student loans should plan
to attend. This event is being presented by the Howard County
Office of Consumer Affairs and the Consumer Advisory Board
at the George Howard Building, 3430 Courthouse Drive, Ellicott

Women in Engineering
Program at UMD
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Architectural News
RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION

Exterior Alteration Applications

Submit Application By

For Meeting On

January 15, 2016

February 3, 2016

Jaunary 29, 2016

February 17, 2016

Upcoming Meeting: February 17, 2016

February 12, 2016

March 2, 2016

No Exterior Alteration Applications submitted to date.

February 26, 2016

March 16, 2016

March 18, 2016

April 6, 2016

April 1, 2016

April 20, 2016

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

AC Decisions
February 3, 2016
No applications to be reviewed.

Fridays by 12 Noon

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m.
Applications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign-in.
Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental documentation, application amendments, or additional information
that the RAC has requested.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agendas are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agendas are published in The Villager when the publication schedule
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision.
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

Claret Hall is Looking
for a Few New Classes!
Are you an instructor looking for a space?

Claret Hall now has rooms available during
daytime and evening hours.

Special Discounted Instructor
Rates Available!
Call us today for additional
information or availability.

410-531-1749 or email
facilities@villageofriverhill.org
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January 20, 2016
Approved
7075 Garden Walk
Tree Removals, Tree Replacements
6558 Autumn Wind Circle Deck, Steps, Lattice
Approved with Condition
6416 Autumn Sky Way
Pool
6033 Winter Grain Path
Sunroom

Architectural News
Winter Indoor Home Projects

January 6, 2016

1. Clean Windows: Wash the inside of your windows with a natural nontoxic cleaner. Combine 1/4 cup distilled white vinegar, 1/2 teaspoon natural liquid soap or detergent, and 2 cups
of water in a spray bottle. Shake to blend, spray, and wipe
clean with a lint-free cloth or newspaper.
2. Paint: Choose one or two rooms to paint in a new, fresh color.
Plan for moving furniture into another room and plenty of dry
time.
3. Clean Kitchen Pantry and Refrigerator: Clean out expired
goods and near empty jars and containers in your fridge and
pantry. Repurpose jars and containers to store legumes,
cereals, nuts, treats, and other dried goods. Begin the new
year by making room for nutrient-dense, whole foods in your
kitchen. Clean fridge and pantry with a mixture of 1/2 cup
vinegar and 1/4 cup baking soda (or 2 teaspoons borax) into
1/2 gallon of water for a nontoxic all-purpose cleaner.
4. Install New Flooring: Freshen up your kitchen, hallway,
mudroom, or bedroom. Evaluate the cost and time involved
before you decide to take on this project.
5. Insulate Pipes: Reduce your energy bill and heat loss by
insulating hot water pipes. Wrap in layers of newspaper and
secure with duct tape.
6. Check Toilets for Running Water: Toilets can be a sneaky
source of wasted water. How do you know if you’ve got a leak?

No Exterior Alteration Applications submitted.
December 16, 2015
Approved
6504 Early Lily Row

Portico: Rear

Approved with Condition
12129 Shining Stars Lane
6038 Red Clover Lane
6400 Morning Time Lane

Tree Removals
BBQ Grill, Hot Tub, Patio,
Retaining Walls, Step(s)
Driveway Expansion, Walkway

Fast Track Applications
Approved
12100 Hidden Waters Way
6512 Great Drum Circle

Solar Panel
Tree Removals

Appeal Hearings
None

Your Real Estate Expert in River Hill Area with the Highest Sold Rate
FOR SALE!

The Power
to Connect

6538 South Wind Circle

$629,900

Sold By Shun Lu in 2015:

6054 Signal Flame
Ct #A358
$491,000

Golden Star Pl
$780,000

Beautifully renovated Colonial with a
large & fully fenced backyard.

12339 Preakness
Circle Ln
$1,155,000

6317 Kerne Ct
$1,345,000

12108 Flowing
Water Trl
$644,000

6100 Holly Ridge
Ct
$820,000

Towering Oak Path
$775,000

Shun Lu, Ph.D, Re/Max 100
410-440-7738 (C)
Top 1% of Realtors Nationwide
A Resident of Clarksville

410-730-6100 (O)

Email: ShunLu@ReMax.net
Web: ShunLuTeam.com
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Architectural News
Save water and money with this quick and simple test: Place
several drops of food coloring in the tank. Wait 10 minutes to
see if the color leaks into the bowl. If it does, you’ve got a leak!
A defective flapper is usually the culprit.
7. Change to LED Light Bulbs: 1/4 of the average home energy
bill comes from electric lighting. Making the switch to energyefficient LED light bulbs can save money and energy. While
LED’s are initially more expensive than traditional incandescent bulbs and CFL’s, you will save over time. LED’s are long
lasting, durable, cool, more energy efficient, and mercuryfree.
8. Organize Closets: Sort through clothing, shoes, toys,
accessories, and take out what you haven’t used in the last
year. Reuse, recycle, repurpose, or donate. Install closet
organizers and new shelves to create clutter-free closets.
9. Clean Up Mudrooms and Entryways: Salty and sandy
boots, bulky coats, gloves, hats, and scarves tend to pile up
in mudrooms and entryways. Install rubber flooring or add
a recycled rubber mat. Use bins, shelves, hooks, cubbies,
and containers for storage and organization. Keep cleaning
supplies and towels handy. Care for your pets when they
come in by wiping their feet clear of sand, salt, and snow.
10. Change your Furnace Filter: Filters last about three months
when you’re using your furnace regularly, so you may need to
do this more than once, if it’s an especially long brutal winter.
Source: http://jessicaroberts.realtytimes.com/advicefromagents1/
item/26965-10-winter-indoor-home-projects-for-2014
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AROUND TOWN
Chamber Music Series Concert

Valentine’s Day Jazz

Sat., Feb. 6 at 8 p.m. at Smith Theatre, Horowitz Center, Howard
Community College. Celebrate the Baroque Period with Candlelight
Concert Society. The “immensely talented, vastly imaginative, and
genuinely fun” Baroque Band will perform a program of Purcell,
Vivaldi, Farina, Telemann, Biber and Bach. Tickets $35/adult,
$32/senior, $12/student. Ages 9-17 Free with paying adult. Preconcert Lecture by Richard Giarusso, PhD, will begin at 7:15 p.m.
Call 410-997-2324 or visit www.candlelightconcerts.org for details
or to purchase tickets.

Sun., Feb. 14 from 6-8 p.m. at Jim Rouse Theatre. The
longest consecutively running jazz festival in the world, the
Monterey Jazz Festival celebrates their unique brand of jazzwith-a-purpose exuberance while expanding the boundaries of
jazz presentation. This year’s tour line-up reflects Monterey’s
“traditional-untraditionalist” attitude, and is a who’s who of
critically-acclaimed and Grammy-recognized top artists. Tickets:
$36-$51 can be purchased via www.columbiafestival.org.

Family Valentines Date Night
Fri., Feb. 12 from 7-8:30 p.m. at Columbia Gym. Come for a
fun-filled evening of music, dancing, games and more! When the
dancing is over, end the evening by making your own sundae.
KidSpace/PPP members, $10 per family, Columbia Cardholders,
$12 per family, Non-members, $14 per family. Register by calling
CG KidSpace at 410-531-8984.

Piano Concert
Sat. Feb. 27 at 8 p.m. at Smith Theatre, Horowitz Center, Howard
Community College. Making his Candlelight Concerts debut is
Yekwon Sunwoo, award-winning pianist. Tickets prices range
from $12 - $35. Ages 9-17 are free with a paying adult. Visit www.
candlelightconcerts.org for more information or to buy tickets.

Rep Stage: Antigone Project:
A Play in 5 Parts
Wed., Feb. 17-March 6 at the Studio Theatre of Howard
Community College. Rep Stage, the Regional Theatre in Residence
at Howard Community College presents Antigone Project: A Play
in 5 Parts where five award-winning female playwrights bring
five very different explorations of Sophocle’s tragedy to life.
The performance reconsiders this classic story from a variety
of rich and radical perspectives of race, class and gender. With
such settings as World War I, a modern African Village and the
underworld of Hades, we see a sister’s love and devotion through
many lenses in a work that The New York Times lauded as
“engaging, seductive and wildly divergent.” Tickets range from
$15-$40. Visit www.repstage.org for more information.

For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

B est Treatments Available
R easonable Fees
A fternoon & Evening Appointments
C onsultations are Free
E xcellent Results
S uper Smiles
The River Hill Village Center
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)
Offering the Best Treatments, including

Free Initial Consultation

410-381-1077
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AROUND TOWN
Choosing Quality Child Care Workshop

Help Your Anxious Teen

Tues., Feb. 19 from 4-5 p.m. at East Branch 50+ Center, 6600
Cradlerock Way, Columbia. Free workshop to help you make
an educated decision on how to choose preschool, family child
care, co-ops, or another type of program. Gather information to
determine the best fit for your family. A child care counselor will
discuss factors to consider, including schedule, price, location,
activities, academic preparation, accreditation, and the differences
between various types of programs. Register by phone at 410-3131440.

Wed., Feb. 17 from 6:30-8 p.m. at the Ellicott City 50+ Athletic
Center Conference Room, 9411 Frederick Road, Ellicott City.
Stress tops the list of concerns of most teenagers in this day and
age. Teens that have parental support during stressful times are
more likely to successfully navigate daily struggles. This training
will review the symptoms of anxiety and how to address anxiety
with your teen. Cost: $8. Space is limited, pre-registration is
required. Register by phone at 410-313-1440.

World Languages Café
Tues., Feb. 23 and every 4th Tuesday of the month from 7-9
p.m. at 50+ Center at East Columbia Library, 6600 Cradlerock
Way. Attend an evening of conversation and culture at the World
Languages Café – a place to speak a language you know or one
you are learning. Converse in a friendly atmosphere, meet new
people who enjoy learning about other cultures, increase your
fluency by speaking and listening, and pick up useful phrases to
use when traveling. Many different languages are represented.
Check on monthly offerings and language table hosts by emailing
International@ColumbiaAssociation.org or call 410-715-3162.
Feel free to bring a drink, snack or dinner.
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Film: Fruitvale Station
Sat., Feb. 20 from 4-6 p.m. at Monteabaro Recital Hall, Howard
Community College. Come out to see one of the “Top-10 Films of
2013” according to the American Film Institute. “Fruitvale Station”
is the true story of 22-year-old Oscar Grant, who wakes up on
the morning of December 31, 2008 and gets a head start on his
resolutions. He strives to be a better son to his mother, whose
birthday falls on New Year’s Eve, a better partner to his girlfriend,
and a better father to their 4-year-old daughter. The day ends
with events on the Fruitvale Station train platform that shook the
San Francisco Bay Area to its core. Tickets $10 available at www.
columbiafestival.org.

AROUND TOWN
Shroud of Turin Talk and Replica
Wed., Mar. 2 from 7-9 p.m. at St. Louis Church Parish Hall,
Clarksville Pike, Clarksville. Considered one of the greatest
mysteries of our time, the Shroud of Turin continues to amaze
and baffle scientists, doctors, historians, artists and theologians.
Scientists cannot explain the source of an image which contains
photographic and 3-D properties on a centuries-old cloth. Is this
the actual burial cloth of Jesus Christ? Bill Wingard, a speaker for
the Shroud, will present the case, and you can be the judge. Come
see a full-size replica of the Shroud and the photographic negative
images that sparked an explosion of scientific interest and debate
over a century ago. Free. Call 410-935-1047 for more information.

Country Breakfast
Sun., Feb. 7, 8 a.m.-noon at Ten Oaks Ballroom, 5000 Signal
Bell Lane, Clarksville. Support the 5th District Volunteer Fire
Department by attending one of their delicious Country Breakfasts.
Adults $9, Seniors $8, Children (ages 5-10) $5, Under 5 free.
Purchase tickets at the door on the day of the event. Additional
Country Breakfasts will be held on March 13, April 10, and May
8. For more information, call 410-313-7215.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Tutor

Basketball Training/Development

Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder, High
Functioning Autism, Advocate; all ages (K-12); specializing in
organizational skills, study skills, time management, reading/
writing process, reading skills, all with application to content
material at any level. SAT/ACT reading and English areas.
Background: Special Education Coordinator for school based
programs. Howard County resident. 301-922-6827 or email
InsightsED@gmail.com.

Basketball Development/Training/Conditioning at a high level.
Get training privately or small group (middle, HS & college girls
& boys). Contact: Coach Chris Anderson 443-310-7764/email:
coachchrismd@verizon.net.

Guitar Lessons
Private acoustic or electric guitar, ukulele, and music theory
lessons at all levels, from absolute beginner to advanced performer!
Learn any genres/songs you want! Skilled, experienced instructor
and local performer with a decade of experience in the Columbia
area. Call Eric at 443-756-5266.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand
running, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and
special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771,
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Bridge Players Wanted
60+ Yrs Old couple looking for beginning to intermediate bridge
players who want to have fun and improve their game. Email us…
thefishead@comcast.net.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture. Art, Silver,
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+ yr
experience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic
Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Piano Lessons in River Hill
Local instruction; in-home optional. Free trial/first lesson. Contact
Barbara at 410-531-8991 or barbara.davis@hotmail.com.
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Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support
including Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries,
and more. Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771, www.
tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting
“Our Passion is Your Pets”
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact:
www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Help Wanted!
Hairstylists and massage therapist to rent space in a beautiful
new salon in Clarksville. Call Ginny @ 410-372-7417.

Overseas Coupon Program Assists U.S. Military Families
Approximately $17,000 worth of coupon savings were clipped during the recent Coupon Clipping events to benefit military families living abroad. The
River Hill Teen Advisory Committee voted to adopt a U.S. Army base in Vicenza, Italy, which will receive the coupons for use at their base commissary.
The program will continue throughout 2016, and anyone aged ten and up is invited to participate in future events at Claret Hall to support the Overseas
Coupon Program. Speakers of other languages are welcome and encouraged to attend.
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