Claret Hall will be closed
Monday, February 16 for
Presidents’ Day.
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New Board Members Appointed

T

he Association’s Board of Directors
recently appointed two new members to fill vacant seats. In November, John Herron was appointed to fill a
term that will end April 30, 2015. Will McCullough was appointed in January to fill
a term that will end April 30, 2016. Both
men reside in the Pheasant Ridge neighborhood and bring new skills and energy to
the Village Board.
Mr. Herron believes that improving
community connection and engagement
will help make River Hill, and Columbia
as a whole, a more enriching and rewarding place to live. Topics of particular interest to him are promoting the River Hill
Village Center as a social gathering place
for the community and engaging with the
county to plan for development and enhancements along the MD 108 corridor.
Mr. Herron is co-chairing the newly created
Development Committee with Board Mem-

ber Kathy Chavers.
Mr. McCullough has a passion for ensuring that the River Hill community continues to thrive and improve over the long
term. He too is interested in the impact
that development has and will draw on his
20 years of commercial real estate experience to add value to the Board. The River
Hill Community Association thanks both
Mr. Herron and Mr. McCullough for volunteering to serve on behalf of the community.
The River Hill Board of Directors currently has seven members. Three members’ terms will expire at the end of April
2015. Members of the community who
want to make a difference in the future
of the Village are encouraged to run for
election to the Board. Michael Cornell,
River Hill’s Columbia Council Representative and member of the Columbia Associa-

Simpson Oaks
Development Approved

Thanks!
By advertising in The Villager, these companies support
programs and events here in River Hill.
Baltimore Washington Eye Center
Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak
Collen Brothers Services
Columbia Family Eye Care
Columbia Tree and Lawn
Glen Burnie Eyecare
Hilltop Child Care Center
Kimco Realty
Kumon
LeReve Real Estate
Shun Lu Re/Max 100

tion’s Board of Directors, has decided not
to run again after serving in this capacity for eight years. Mr. Cornell’s decision
to leave office at the end of the fiscal year
opens up an opportunity for residents to
run for election to serve the broader Columbia community and drive the future of
the Columbia Association.
Village Elections will be held on April
25. The candidate nomination period is
March 1 to 21. Nomination petitions will
be available beginning March 1 at Claret Hall and on the Association’s website
at www.villageofriverhill.org. Volunteers
are still needed to serve on the Election
Committee to plan Election Day events
and monitor the polls. Contact the village
manager at manager@villageofriverhill.org
or 410-531-1749 for more information
about this short-term volunteer opportunity.

Maryland Homebrew
Mr. Handyman
Northrop Team Real Estate
PCF Management, Inc.
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
River Hill Optical
Eileen Robbins, Realtor
Olivia Vaught, Realtor
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.
Robin Wilson/Long & Foster

On January 21, the Howard County Zoning Board approved a change in zoning to Community Enhancement
Floating (CEF) district for the 66 acre parcel of land located between the W.R. Grace headquarters campus and the
Pointers Run neighborhood. The zoning change will enable GF Columbia, LLC, which is under contract with W.R.
Grace to purchase the property, to move forward with its
plans to develop Simpson Oaks, a community of singlefamily detached homes and townhouses.
CEF zones are required to include design features
and enhancements that “exceed the minimum standards
required by County regulations.” In addition to internal
neighborhood paths, an 8’ wide bikeway will connect with
the Pointers Run neighborhood and extend along Grace
Drive. A wooded area along the Middle Patuxent River and
currently owned by W.R. Grace will ultimately be trans-

Continued on Page 6
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday
9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m.–Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org
Covenant Advisor:
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org
Facility Coordinator:
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org
Communications & Events Coordinator:
Maureen Cogan, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Administrative Assistant:
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

RIVER HILL BOARD
Choith Atlani (Safety & Development) .................... choith.atlani@gmail.com
Kathy Chavers (Special Events)...........................Kathy.Chavers@gmail.com
John Herron...................................................................... jhh729@gmail.com
Kenny Kan, Chairperson (Financial Matters)................ kwtkan@hotmail.com
Will McCullough.......................................................................410-292-2985
Esti Schabelman, Vice Chair,
(Safety & Development) .................................estischabelman@gmail.com
Liyan Zhang, (Development & Open Space)...........zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Michael Dai (Student Committee)

Board Highlights . . .
January 12, 2015
•

•

•
•
•

Established a Development Committee. Ms. Chavers and Mr.
Herron will serve as Co-Chairs and were tasked to define the
committee structure, roles, and responsibilities for further
consideration.
Discussed testimony on the Simpson Oaks development for
the Zoning Board Hearing on January 21. Appointed Ms.
Chavers as the Association’s representative before the Zoning Board.
Appointed William McCullough to fill the remainder of Dipper
Wettstein’s term on the Board.
Executive Session Held: Legal Matters.
Minutes Approved: December 8, 2014.

Board Meeting Schedule
All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River Hill
Village Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on
the Friday prior to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident Speak-Out during each board
meeting. If you have written material you would like
the Board to review, please drop it by the village office
by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved
minutes are available for review at the village office.
For additional information, please contact the village
office.
NEXT BOARD MEETINGS:
February 2 and March 2 at 7 p.m. Please visit www.
villageofriverhill.org to view the Board Meeting Agendas & Minutes.

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Michael Cornell

301-742-2761

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Maureen Cogan:
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Producation: www.realfreshcreative.com
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Council Corner:

Bringing Something of Substance
In the coming months there will be much discussion concerning the future of the Columbia Association – its shape, its role, its
funding.
Fundamental questions will be asked:
What should we be? What services should we be offering?
What, if any, should we let go of? Are there services we should
add? Amenities we should spin off and sell? Do we restrict ourselves to the fundamental amenities, golf, tennis, swimming, and
open space? Do we maintain the gyms? Before and after school
programs the county cannot fund? Camps and the arts? Do we
need to “pull back on the reigns” or continue to expand services to
the entire community? If the latter – how do we pay for that?
Should we change the role we play? Should CA play more of
an advocacy role on behalf of Columbians? Do we become involved
in traditionally political issues? Do we advocate against fracking
in the state, incinerators, pesticide use that potentially befouls the
air and water we breathe and drink? Do we lobby for funding for
public transportation options not readily available?
Do we continue to seek more and more without increases in
revenue? Do we institute even a modest increase in the assessment rate of one cent, which would raise an additional half a million in income? As the economy and labor market continue to
rebound, can we consider an increase in the rate cap of 10, 20 or
50 basis points? Is an extra $10 – $20 a year per household worth
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it to hold on to the services and amenities currently offered without curtailing hours, closing facilities, or limiting services?
Do we refurbish Splashdown or let the facility die? Or do we
replace it with a new and different family-friendly water park amenity?
Yes, tennis players want a new facility – and we should build
it! Yes, swimmers would love an Olympic sized pool for competitions and practice. CA simply doesn’t have that kind of money. We
have facilities that are overcrowded, in need of repair and others
that are underutilized and a drain on resources.
As village elections approach, learn about candidates and
their positions. Ask questions. What does the candidate believe
in? What is their vision? What do they bring to the table? Rhetoric
or substance?
Educate yourself and vote. It is your vote – or lack thereof –
that will shape the future of Columbia.
Michael Cornell, River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
cell: 301-742-2761 home: 410-531-9340
michaelcornell@comcast.net
The views presented herein represent those of the author only and
do not necessarily represent those of the River Hill Community Association Board of Directors.

Foundation Benefits Gilchrist
Hospice Care’s County Facility
The River Hill/Clarksville community suffered a
huge loss when Paul J. Kelley, Jr. died in June of 2009.
A longtime River Hill resident and a fixture in the
community, Paul coached
River Hill High School and
Howard Huskies ice hockey
for many years, announced
local high school football
games, supported the Jim
O’Malley Charitable Foundation, volunteered at church,
Paul Kelly
and generously gave of his
time to help others. As he was fighting his battle with cancer, Paul
received excellent services from Gilchrist Hospice Care, a nonprofit organization, in his home and eventually at their facility in
Towson. He wished Gilchrist had a local inpatient facility where
superior end of life care could be provided.
In Paul’s memory, his family and friends established the Paul
J. Kelley, Jr. Charitable Foundation. It was a natural decision for
them to select as the beneficiary Gilchrist Hospice Care and the
establishment of a Howard County inpatient facility. To date, the
Paul J. Kelley Foundation has raised over $100,000 in support
of Gilchrist Center Howard County which opened its 10-bed unit

in May 2011. The unit provides a home-like, care-driven environment for terminally-ill patients and their families and is conveniently located off of Cedar Lane in Columbia.
This year the Foundation expects to reach $120,000 in donations for the Howard County center. The community is invited to
celebrate Paul’s life and support “Gilchrist Howard County” at the
Foundation’s sixth annual St. Paddy’s Day Bash. The “Sharin’ of
the Green” event will be held at The Gathering Place, 6120 Day
Long Lane, Clarksville on Tuesday, March 17 from 6 to 10 p.m.
Guests will enjoy food, beer, wine, music and dancing, a basket
raffle, and more. Individual tickets are $85. All tickets must be
purchased by March 10.
Unable to attend the Bash? Plan to stop by the Twist and
Turn Tavern, 13380 Clarksville Pike, Highland during Happy
Hour February 9 through 14 and “Have a Heart for Hospice.” The
tavern will be donating a percentage of their earnings to the Paul.
J. Kelley Foundation.
For more information on the Paul J. Kelley Foundation and
purchasing tickets to the St. Paddy’s Day Bash, contact PJKFoundation@mccabeins.com. For more information on Gilchrist Howard County, visit www.gilchristhospice.org.

Aging in Howard
Just Got Easier
The Village in Howard is a
member-based community of
Howard County residents 55 and
older who want to continue to live
independently in the homes and
neighborhoods they know. When
The Village In Howard (TVIH) officially opened in November 2014,
they began accepting member and volunteer applications. Thanks
to the tremendous efforts of their dedicated board members, they
have approximately 50 members already.
Membership benefits include: social events such as Sneakers and Coffee or a Tour Of The National Cryptologic Museum followed by lunch at Ram’s Head Tavern; informative seminars such
as Frauds & Scams Targeting HC Seniors; a list of vetted professional services that can be accessed by members; access to various services such as transportation, home repair, and assistance
with simple house maintenance; and a monthly newsletter.
The organization began when several residents who had been
reading about the village concept spreading across the country
gathered together to discuss the feasibility for Howard County.
After several public gatherings, there was enough interest that a
Steering Committee was formed and the groundwork began.
According to TVIH’s brochure, their mission is to create a
community of members who choose to actively age in place by relying on mutual support, volunteers, and community resources.
They do this by ensuring that members receive reliable, personalized, practical solutions and services delivered in a compassionate, respectful manner.
The Village In Howard is open to all Howard County residents
age 55 or older. They are a non-profit organization run by a combination of a board of directors, volunteers, and professional staff.
There will be a presentation at Claret Hall from 1 to 3 p.m. on
March 18 to explain TVIH to residents and their adult children.
This presentation is free and open to all residents.
To see photos of TVIH events and learn more about them, visit
www.thevillageinhoward.org.
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Simpson Woods, from page 1
ferred to the County. A natural pathway through this area will
provide users with a connection to the Robinson Nature Center,
access to river overlooks, and increased opportunities for educational programming. These amenities address the River Hill Community Association’s (RHCA) and residents’ longstanding goals of
improving pedestrian and bike safety and connectivity to central
Columbia.
During the rezoning process, the developer was responsive
to concerns raised by the County, River Hill residents, and the
RHCA. Changes to the Concept Plan made between the initial community pre-submission meeting and the Zoning Board’s approval
on January 21 include:
• the addition of an open space buffer between the existing
homes on Quiet Night Ride and the development;
• roadway changes and enhancements at the entrance to the
development to address vehicle speeding and safety concerns
and to draw attention to a change from an employment zone
to a residential area;
• a reduction in the number of housing units from 206 to 184;
• an increase in the number of overflow parking spaces available in the townhouse portion of the development;
• modifications to the setback requirements to be more compatible with those in the Village of River Hill; and
• lot configuration adjustment to better protect stream buffer
areas.
RHCA remains interested in annexing the Simpson Oaks development into the Village. Discussions on this matter are ongoing
between the River Hill Board of Directors, Columbia Association,
and GF Columbia, LLC. If the development is annexed into the Village, property owners will need to adhere to the Association’s Covenants and follow the Architectural Guidelines ensuring greater
compatibility with the adjacent Pointers Run neighborhood. Property owners would also pay the Columbia Association assessment,
thus providing increased revenue to offset increased demand for
RHCA and CA programs, services, and amenities.

Watershed Tip of the Month

Love Your Watershed
by Elisabeth Hoffman

  Let’s send valentines to our watershed. They are valentines
to protect our health and the health of our rivers and land. Which
are really the same thing.
  Winter is rough on our Middle Patuxent River and its tributaries. Much of the salt we spread on our roads, driveways, and
sidewalks ends up in our rivers and, eventually, in our ailing
Chesapeake Bay. Show your waterways (and plants) some love
and don’t put salt on your driveway and sidewalks. If you must
use a deicer, look for one that lists magnesium chloride or calcium
magnesium acetate as a first ingredient.
   The Columbia Association and the River Hill Watershed
Committee are planning a stream cleanup in River Hill on Saturday, March 21. Save the date and stay tuned for details about the
route. Last year’s cleanup was cancelled because of bad weather,
so our area streams are SUPER dirty.
  Spring is the time to overseed your lawn. The best grass
for this area is tall fescue and hard fine fescue. Also check the
pH level; grass enjoys a soil pH between 6.1 and 6.8. (Fall is the
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time for fertilizer — and then only if your lawn needs it. Be sure to
test. That’s the law.) Consider removing some of your water- and
chemical-intensive lawn and replacing those areas with a vegetable garden, rain garden, or low-maintenance or drought-resistant
native plants. Check http://ow.ly/HQpQG for a good list of native
plants. Keep in mind that Architectural Committee approval will
be needed before performing the work.
   The Middle Patuxent Environmental Area (MPEA) has
many nonnative, invasive plants, which are choking out the native plants best suited for our area. With no natural checks and
balances, these invasives spread quickly, reducing biodiversity
and altering the landscape drastically. Beginning March 17, you
can show your love for the forest by volunteering at the MPEA any
Tuesday and Friday from 3:30 to 6 p.m. In addition, a tree planting effort is planned for Saturday, March 21, from 1 to 4 p.m. Students can receive SSL hours for volunteering, and all are eligible
for coupon rewards, such as a lawn ticket to Merriweather Post
Pavilion, a water bottle from REI, or a free meal from Chick-FilA in exchange for helping to remove the MPEA’s invasive plants.
For information, email Davey Rogner, the MPEA’s invasive species
project manager, at drogner@howardcountymd.gov. In addition,
the first scheduled Columbia Association/MPEA weed warrior
training is June 14 at Claret Hall.
 Show your River Hill Watershed Committee some love by
Liking us on Facebook. We also post updates on our website at
www.villageofriverhill.org/watershed.

Five Tips to Make Tax Time
Less Taxing
•

Check out your preparer. All tax preparers, whether working individually or as part of a national tax preparation chain,
must be licensed by the Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing, and Regulation. Make sure your preparer is properly licensed by going to DLLR’s web site: http://www.dllr.state.
md.us/pq/. In addition, ask preparers for their required Preparer Tax Identification Numbers or PTINs before agreeing to
pay for their services.
• Ask about fees. Some tax preparers do not fully disclose all
their fees up front. To avoid surprises, ask for a list of all charges and potential fees before having your taxes prepared.
• Avoid Refund Anticipation Loans. Many tax preparers offer to
provide your refund immediately in the form of a refund “loan”
(sometimes also called “Refund Anticipation Check”). If you
take this option, however, fees and interest on that loan will be
deducted from your refund. Instead, choose to get your refund
directly deposited into your bank account. The deposit is usually made in just a few days, and you will get the full amount
of your refund.
• File early. Identity thieves try to steal money from the IRS by
filing returns using stolen social security numbers. This also
results in a lot of hassle and delayed refunds for tax payers.
By filing early, you can reduce the odds of becoming a victim.
• Get help. If you made less than $53,000 in 2014 and need assistance with tax preparation and filing, the Howard County
non-profit Making Change offers free tax preparation services
through its Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) Program.
Visit their website at www.makingchangecenter.org, or call
410-880-5917 for more information. You can also get assistance from the AARP Tax-Aide Program. Visit www.aarp.org for
more information.
For more information on this and other consumer topics, contact the Howard County Office of Consumer Affairs at www.howardcountymd.gov/consumer or call 410-313-6420.

Like Claret Hall
on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/
ClaretHallMD
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Thanks for Making the
Book Drive a Success
Thanks to everyone who came to Claret Hall for the Book
Drive on January 22 to donate books to the Howard County Reading Council. The mission of the Howard County Reading Council is
to improve the level of literacy in Howard County. One of the ways
they do this is through their Laundromat Literacy program. The
program puts books in the hands of children and adults by placing a bin of books in a few local laundromats. Chairperson Deborah Castleman stated the program is now also set up in Sidamo’s
Coffee and Tea House in Maple Lawn and in a barber shop in Columbia.
“It is our goal to share the gift of literacy with these customers,” said Castleman. “Children and adults can pick a book to read
and keep.”
As part of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service, Claret Hall hosted a Book Drive to collect books for the organization.
When kids and their parents came in, there were craft supplies
available to make bookmarks.
People of all ages came in to donate books and the traffic of
book donations and kids making bookmarks was steady during
the event. By the end, 11 boxes and 5 bags of books were collected.
If you would like to donate books or funds to purchase more
books, please contact deborah_castleman@hcpss.org. To find out
more about the Howard County Reading Council, visit http://
howardcountyreadingcouncil.weebly.com.

Kids who donated books also made
bookmarks to take home.

For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

B est Treatments Available
R easonable Fees
A fternoon & Evening Appointments
C onsultations are Free
E xcellent Results
S uper Smiles
The River Hill Village Center
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)
Offering the Best Treatments, including

Free Initial Consultation

410-381-1077
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School News
Winter Classes in River Hill:

The Howard County Public School System is pleased to announce the window for all graduations will be May 18-29, 2015.
Specific school graduations will be announced in early spring,
once the schedule is released by the Merriweather Post Pavilion.

Adult Ballroom Dance Class (Claret Hall)
M 		
ongoing		
6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Contact sam@studiodans.com to register.

Not Getting HCPSS Text
Alerts?

Boot Camp (Meeting Room)
M/W/F ongoing
5:45 – 7 a.m.
Contact phbootcamp@gmail.com to register

You can register manually. Simply text the word “YES” to the
number 68453 from your mobile phone. You should receive a confirmation message that starts with “You’re now registered with the
School Messenger notification service.”

Easy Method Driving School (Meeting Room)

Maggie J. Brown Scholarship

Tu/Th		
5:50 – 9:05 p.m.
Call 410-461-9090 or 1-877-461-9090 or
visit www.easymethoddrivingschool.com.

Flow Yoga: All Levels (Claret Hall)

Window for Graduation Dates

NEW!

Tu 2/2 - 3/24
10:40 - 11:40 a.m.
Email KerriCooke26@gmail.com to register.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
Th ongoing
10 – 10:45 a.m. Ages 0 – 5
Now registering for late fall and winter classes. For information
call 301-758-0304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

The Nurtured Life Yoga (Meeting Room)
Sat		
ongoing
7 – 8 a.m.
Email thenurturedlife@icloud.com to register.

QiGong (Claret Hall) 			
Tu ongoing
7 – 8 p.m.
Call 240-462-9103 for information. Drop in to register.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
7:30 – 8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Zumba® (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
9:30 – 10:30 a.m. and 6 – 7 p.m.
Visit www.maria72.zumba.com or email welcome@msmaria.dk
to register.
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The Columbia Association scholarship program offers up to
six $2,500 (pending approval of CA Board of Directors) education awards to graduating high school seniors who exhibit exceptional efforts in providing community service to benefit Columbia
residents and those in the Columbia area. Applicants must be a
June 2015 graduating senior from an accredited public, private,

School News
or parochial high school; reside on assessment-paying property or
have a parent/guardian who works full-time on or owns CA-assessed property (Applicants who qualify because a parent/guardian works full-time on or owns CA Assessed property must submit
an Associate Verification Form with their application.); and have a
cumulative grade point average of C or better (2.00). Applications
must be submitted with all required documents by March 15,
2015 to SpiritofColumbia@ColumbiaAssociation.org or mailed to
Spirit of Columbia Scholarship Award, c/o Columbia Association,
10221 Wincopin Circle, Columbia, MD 21043. For questions and
information, call 410-715-3161 or visit http://ow.ly/HHpnm.

HCPSS Civility in Sports Poster
Contest
HCPSS students in grades K-12 are encouraged to enter the
countywide ‘Choose Civility’ poster contest, an initiative being
held in conjunction with the Choose Civility Symposium. Students can submit original, independently-created traditional, digital, photographic, or mixed media works illustrating the theme,
Civility in Sports. Entries must be submitted in person to the Columbia Association Art Center, 6100 Foreland Garth, Columbia
between January 5 and March 1, 2015 or mailed. For more information visit http://ow.ly/HHeYq.

Nominations Open for G/T
Educator Award
The annual Gifted and Talented Advisory Committee Educator Recognition Program celebrates educators whose commitment
to the needs of advanced-level learners and whose contributions
to the Howard County G/T Education Program are exemplary.
Until February 27, parents and students may nominate a Gifted
and Talented resource teacher, content or classroom teacher, or
administrator whose efforts have enriched the educational experience of highly able learners. For details, including how to nominate, visit http://ow.ly/HHdIr.

Student Member on the Board
Do you know a sophomore or junior who is interested in running for Student Member on the Board of Education (SMOB) for
the 2015-16 school year? The SMOB plays a critical role in representing Howard County students on the Board of Education.
Requirements and information about the selection process are
provided in the application packet, which is available online at
http://ow.ly/HHruU and in schools. All current sophomores and
juniors are welcome to apply. Applications are accepted through
February 13, 2015.

Your real estate expert in River Hill & Howard County
Shun Lu, Ph.D, Re/Max 100
410-440-7738 (C) 410-730-6100 (O)
Email: ShunLu@ReMax.net
Web: ShunLuRealEstate.com
Office: 5575 Sterrett Place
Columbia, MD 21044

Top 1% Realtors Nationwide
A resident of Clarksville
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Architectural News
RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION

Submissions & Decisions

Deadline (Friday)

Meeting Date

January 16, 2015

February 4, 2015

January 30, 2015

February 18, 2015

Upcoming Meeting

February 13, 2015

March 4, 2015

February 27, 2015

March 18, 2015

February 4, 2015

March 13, 2015

April 1, 2015

March 27, 2015

April 15, 2015

April 10, 2015

May 10, 2015

Landscaping, Tree Addition
Walkway

AC Decisions
January 21, 2015

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

6504 Ranging Hills Gate
6410 Liquid Laughter Lane

Fridays by 12 Noon

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m.
Applications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign-in.
Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental documentation, application amendments, or additional information
that the RAC has requested.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agendas are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agendas are published in The Villager when the publication schedule
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision.
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

Claret Hall has
its own
Facebook Page!
“Like” us at Facebook.
com/ClaretHallMD to get valuable
information on party planning,
etiquette, and favor and decorating
ideas. We’re also on Twitter
@ClaretHallMD.
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Pending
6501 Autumn Wind Circle
6316 Morning Time Lane
6432 Fairest Dream Lane
		

Addition, Walkway, Restyle
Tree Removals
Walkway, Basketball
Equipment

January 7, 2105
Approved
6616 Forest Shade Trail

Restyle

Approved with Condition
6508 Ranging Hills Gate

Fence

Architectural News
Disapproved
6444 South Wind Circle

Trash Enclosure

December 17, 2014
Approved
6008 Winter Grain Path

Drainage, Landscaping

Disapproved
12029 Floating Clouds Path

Door: Front, Portico

Fast Track Applications
Approved
7112 Morning Light Trail
6625 Towering Oak Path
6308 Angel Rose Court
6612 Rising Waves Way

Tree Removal
In-Home Profession
Window Addition
Tree Removal

Pending
6348 Morning Time Lane

Tree Removal

Return to the Warm & Cozy
Home Guide
The dark days of winter can really do a number on your wellbeing. Shorter days trigger the blahs; freezing temps spark the
sniffles. So we put together a list of ideas that’ll turn your home
into a comfy haven.
Cozy and Clever Energy Savers
Here’s how to create a brighter and warmer home without
using more energy or cranking up the thermostat.
• Clean dirty light fixtures and dusty bulbs to make your home
appear 30% brighter without turning on more lights.
• Seal sneaky air leaks. It’s not just window and door leaks killing your cozy vibe. Don’t forget to plug stealthy gaps around
recessed lights, electrical boxes, and wall outlets. Use a lit incense stick or scented candle to hunt down drafty spots while
leaving behind a cozy scent.
• Replace your traditional gas or wood fireplace. Why? Both
suck out heated indoor air and send it up the chimney. A
gel fireplace insert is an eco-friendly option that produces a
burning fire without gas, wood, electricity, or even a chimney.
It’s also smoke-free and emits fewer allergens than a wood
fireplace; some options crackle like the real thing. A basic
model costs between $100 to $210; custom models go up ex-
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Architectural News
ponentially from there. A case of gel fuel comes with 12 cans
that burn for three hours each (about $35).

Tip: Use a slow cooker to infuse your home with a warm and cozy aroma.
Even better, slow cookers are more energy efficient than electric ovens,
typically using less energy than a light bulb.
Immunity Boosters
You’ll feel coziest in a healthy indoor environment that keeps
allergies at bay and reduces your chances of getting sick.
•

•

•

Get plants. Some indoor plants, like golden pothos and gerbera daisies, are particularly adept at sucking up nasty VOCs
— the vapors emitted from household cleaners, paints, and
dry cleaning. And since plants increase humidity levels, they
help decrease household dust.
Vacuum while your thermostat is set to “fan on.” This helps
filter dust that gets kicked-up while cleaning. Just leave the
fan on for about 15 minutes after you finish vacuuming and
switch it back to “auto” afterward. HVAC blowers aren’t intended to run all the time.
Change your HVAC filter every couple months (monthly if you
have pets) to prevent excess dust from circulating.

Tip: Combat superbugs with copper. If you’re planning to upgrade your
kitchen or bathroom fixtures, consider classic and homey-looking copper
or a copper alloy like brass. A three-hospital study in 2011 found that
bacteria can only survive on copper for a few minutes, but germs can live
on stainless steel for weeks.

Reminder: Please remove
all holiday lights.
Sidewalk Snow Removal:
It’s the Law
Property owners who abut a sidewalk please keep the following in mind per Howard County Code, Section 18.402(h):
“It is the duty and obligation of the owner of property abutting
a sidewalk in a public right-of-way to remove snow from the sidewalk within 48 hours after the snow has fallen.”
When residents fail to remove snow from sidewalks, it poses a
very dangerous situation for neighbors and for students who use
the sidewalks to get to and from school and as a bus stop. Please
don’t wait to be told to shovel or receive a citation from the County.
Please shovel as soon as possible for your safety and the safety of
your family and your neighbors.
If you need assistance with shoveling, Claret Hall has a list of
people who will come to your home and shovel for you. E-mail riverhill@villageofriverhill.org or turn to page 16 for the list.

Sun Worshippers
Lack of natural light can trigger a mean case of the winter
doldrums — or worse, mood-altering seasonal affective disorder.
Maximize daylight and make rooms feel warmer by adding the following to your yearly fall maintenance checklist.
•

•
•

Make your window panes fully clear. Clean glass not only lets
more natural light into your home, it’s a feel-good task, according to a survey by the American Clean Institute. When
ACI asked consumers what clean surfaces make them happy,
“gleaming windows” made the top five above a “spotless sink.”
Ditch your window screens in the fall and winter. They trap
dirt and can make your home appear darker inside and out.
It’s a good curb appeal booster, too.
Add an interior window to a room next to a sun-drenched
space to take advantage of natural light.

Tip: Paint chilly rooms, especially north-facing walls that don’t typically
get sunlight, in reds, oranges, or yellows — cozy colors that can actually
help the room feel warmer, according to a Michigan State University
study.
This article reprinted courtesy of Deirdre Sullivan, House Logic.
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Snow Plow Tracker
Available Online

Want to know what roads have been plowed?
Check out the Howard County
Road Conditions map at
www.howardcountymdpublic.eroadtrack.com.
The map shows which roads have been plowed,
salted, or both. The map is updated every 15 minutes
so you can see when the plow is near you.

AROUND TOWN
Baby Expo
Saturday, March 7 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., have fun at the Baby
Expo at Owen Brown Community Center. This free and informative event is ideal for parents-to-be and those with infants and
toddlers. It includes informational speakers, a variety of vendors,
raffle prizes, and much more. For more information, visit www.
columbiababyexpo.com or e-mail events@oaklandmills.org. Sponsored by the Oakland Mills Community Association and the Owen
Brown Community Association.

Art for All
The Columbia Art Center, 6100 Foreland Garth, Columbia is offering classes especially designed for children with different abilities.
Each class provides a small group of children an opportunity to
enjoy a multi-sensory experience by delving into various materials and creating art projects which they can take home. Seats are
limited. Prerequisites: non-aggressive, enjoys working in groups,
and capable of independent work with close supervision. Saturday, February 28-March 21 from 1 to 2 p.m. (four sessions) $45
residents/$55 non-residents. To register, contact 410-730-0075
or Art.Staff@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Black History Expo
The National Pan-Hellenic Council of Howard County, in partnership with the Howard County Maryland Branch N.A.A.C.P. and

the Howard County Public School System, invites the public to
attend the Black History Expo 2015 Saturday, February 28 from
noon until 5 p.m. at Wilde Lake High School, 5460 Trumpeter
Road, Columbia. Admission is free. The theme for this event is “A
Century of Black Life, History, and Culture” and features exhibits, vendors, activities, and entertainment. Everyone is welcome.
Contact Muriel Mitchell at mitchelldst@gmail.com for more information.

Pizza & Portfolio
Attention middle and high school students. Improve your drawing skills and build your portfolio by attending this series of
workshops. You’ll enjoy pizza and meet other students who are
passionate about art. Saturday, Feb. 14 is Observational Art from
Leonardo Da Vinci; Feb. 28 is Drape & Texture I: Graphite Drawing; March 14 is Drape & Texture II: Charcoal Drawing. All sessions are from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Columbia Art Center,
6100 Foreland Garth, Columbia. $25 per session. To register, contact 410-730-0075 or Art.Staff@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

CVMF Seeking Members
Howard County is currently seeking individuals to serve on the
Commission for Veterans and Military Families. To be eligible for
consideration, candidates must be Howard County residents, 18
years or older, have an interest in veteran and military family affairs, and be able to attend the Commission’s meetings which are
held monthly from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the Gateway Building, 6751
Columbia Gateway Drive in Columbia. Send a one-page resume
and a brief letter explaining why you want to serve on the Commission to: Howard County Government, Office of the County Executive, Attn: David Lee, 3430 Court House Drive, Ellicott City,

Text to Join!

You can now join Claret Hall’s e-mail list with the
tap of a few keys on your phone. Find
out about upcoming events and other
important neighborhood news. Text
CLARETHALL to 22828 to get started.
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AROUND TOWN
MD 21043. Application deadline is Friday, February 13.

iEngineer@UMD
This summer STEM camp is for rising 4th and 5th grade girls. This
one-week commuter day camp is an exciting opportunity for girls
to learn more about STEM through a variety of fun, hands-on activities. Campers will work with current University of Maryland engineering students to gain a better understanding of engineering
concepts and real-world applications. The camp runs from Monday, July 6 to Friday, July 10 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. For more information and to apply, visit http://wie.umd.edu/k12/iengineer.

SNOW SHOVELER’S LIST 2015
Andrew Baytler (443)-535-8733
Mathew Bleakney (410)-531-5391
Alex Chase (301)-537-2747
David Hazel (301)-675-1468

Call 410-531-1749 or email riverhill@villageofriverhill.org to be added.

Purim Palooza & Kids Activity Expo
Bring the kids to this fun event Sunday, March 8, 2015 from 12:30
to 3:30 p.m. at Reservoir High School, 11500 Scaggsville Rd, Fulton. $5 person/$15 family (includes 10 tickets). Featured activities are carnival games, crafts, prizes, DJ Doug’s Simon Says and
other games, airbrush hats & shirts, food, and more. In conjunction with this event, there will be a Bone Marrow Drive so you can
join the National Bone Marrow Donor Registry.

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com
Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

Panda Kitchen
410-531-7866

Subway
410-531-7982

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Everett Jewelers
410-531-7990

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

Tower Federal Credit Union
301-497-7000

Giant Food
410-531-7831

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

River Hill Sports
Grille
410-531-7900

The UPS Store
410-531-9861

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052
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Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860

CLASSIFIEDS
Tutor
Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder, High Functioning Autism; all ages (K-12); specializing in organizational
skills, study skills, time management, reading/writing process,
reading skills, all with application to content material at any level.
SAT/ACT reading and English areas. Background: Special Education Coordinator for school based programs. Howard County resident. 301-922-6827 or e-mail InsightsED@gmail.com.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting “Our
Passion is Your Pets”
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday,
overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact: www.
PetSittinginMd.com; 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture, Art, Silver,
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+yr experience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration!
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support including Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more.
Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com
or bev@tsadvantage.com.

River Hill Babysitter
Responsible, mature 8th grade babysitter available on weekends.
Great with kids of all ages, loves to bake and play games with the
kids. Please call Emma at 410-245-9326.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Short on Time?

K-9 & Coffee

Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand running, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771,
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Now Open! K-9 & Coffee at Tiki’s Playhouse. Coffee Shop and OffLeash Dog Playground. Organic coffee, tea, smoothies, and baked
goods. Coffee Shop open M-F 6:30 a.m.-3 p.m. and Saturdays 8
a.m.-12 p.m. Dog Playground Saturdays 8 a.m.-12 p.m.. 3830
Ten Oaks Road, Glenelg. www.k9andcoffee.com. 410-489-7889

Save This Ad–Home & Garden

Clarksville K-12 Tutor

Landscape, Tree/Shrub, Roof, Gutter, Brick/Wood, Fence, Patio/
Step, Drainage, Paint, Chimney, Floodlight bulbs, Demolition,
Mailbox, Shed repair, Pressure-wash House/Deck. *Whole house
clean-out to Sell or Rent. Mike 410-290-9728.

Experienced Tutor Available for K-12 Math, Common core, Science, Chess, Algebra, Calculus, Geometry, Physics, Test (SAT,
ACT) Prep/review. River Hill Resident. PhD in Engineering. Flexible hrs., location. Call 612-325-0605, email: rachana_v@hotmail.
com. $40+/hr.

Home Organizing Special Offer
Organizers on Call is offering $150 for a 3 hour home organization
session with Ellen & Tracy, plus a 15 minute FREE consultation.
Go to our website www.organizersoncall.com for all the details or
call 443-878-7957.

High School Math Tutor
Retired MCPS teacher. Can tutor Alg I – Precalculus. Send an email to Kathymathy79@verizon.net.
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Award Winning Child Care –
Kids in the Castle
Before and after family child care from PRES and CMS (on the bus
route). Infant through 12 years. Full and part time, small group,
flexible hours. Howard County Children’s Services award for excellence in 2010-2013. License #155756. Call 410-531-8418.
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