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Contribute to Our Community:

Village Elections Coming in April
Mark your calendars – Village Elections
will be held on Saturday, April 20. This
year there will be three open seats on the
Association’s Board of Directors and the
Columbia Council Representative position
will also be open. Consider giving back to
the River Hill community and run for election to one of these positions.
In 1991 the River Hill Community
Association was established to “promote
the health, safety, common good, and social welfare of the owners of property in,
and residents of” the Village of River Hill.
The Association is governed by an elected Board of Directors with day-to-day operations being handled by a small staff.
The Board of Directors is responsible for
overseeing the operation of the Association of which all Village residents ages 18
and older are members. The Board works
closely with the Columbia Association (CA)
to provide services to village residents and
coordinates with county and state officials
to advocate on behalf of the community.
In addition to setting policies and overseeing the financial matters of the organization, each Board Member has a liaison

responsibility in an area
of expertise or interest.
The Board of Directors
also works closely with
a variety of committees
to ensure that the Association continues to be
responsive to the needs
of the community. The
bike lanes and relocated pedestrian refuge islands on Great Star Drive
are examples of community improvements that
the Village Board has advocated for over the last
several years.
The River Hill CoNick Kruus with Daniel Merkowitz-Bustos, of Scout Troop 618, on
lumbia Council Representative serves on
an 11-mile hike through DC in December (Article on page 5).
Columbia Association’s
Village Board and residents, and serves at
(CA) Board of Directors and is an ex Offithe CA committee level.
cio Member of the Village Board. As a CA
The nomination period for the open poBoard Member, the village representative
sitions
is March 1 to 21. Nomination petiis responsible for establishing CA policies,
tions will be available on March 1 at Claret
has a fiduciary responsibility to CA, comHall. Residents interested in running for
municates CA-related information to the
election are encouraged to attend an upcoming Board Meeting and to contact a
Board Member or our Council Representative to find out more. Not interested in
running for election but want to be more
involved and find out what the Association is all about? We still need volunteers to
serve on the Election Committee. This is a
short-term commitment and a good way to
Winter Classes . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
“get your feet wet.” This Committee works
School News. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
closely with staff to ensure that the by-laws
are followed, helps to plan Election Day acArchitectural News. . . . . . . . . . 12
tivities, and members oversee the polls and
count the ballots on Election Day. Contact
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Monday/Friday
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m. - Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Board Highlights . . .
January 7, 2013
•

•
•
•
•

Voted to recommend that Columbia Association (CA) take no
action at this point on the proposed legislation to reclassify
CA and the Villages as non-profit community service corporations.
Approved a $100 donation to the 5th District Volunteer Fire
Department.
Approved the 2013 Holiday Schedule.
Executive Session held to discuss legal matters.
Minutes approved: December 10, 2012.

Feb. 4 Power Outage Meeting
Rescheduled
On Monday, February 25 representatives from BGE will provide the community with an update on the recurring power
outages in the Pointers Run neighborhood. The meeting
will be held at 7 p.m. at Claret Hall (6020 Daybreak Circle,
Clarksville). Residents are encouraged to attend to learn
more about the cause and planned improvements.

Covenant Advisor:
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Board Meeting Schedule

Facility Coordinator:
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

All meetings are held in Claret Hall at the River Hill Village
Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior
to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident
Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you have written
material you would like the Board to review, please drop it by
the village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved minutes are available for review at the village office. For
additional information, please contact the village office.
NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: February 4 (Board/Master
Plan Committee work session at 6:30 p.m., then Board Meeting at 7:30 p.m.) and March 4 at 7 p.m.
Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board
Meeting Agendas & Minutes.

Communications & Events Coordinator:
Maureen Cogan, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Administrative Assistant:
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

RIVER HILL BOARD

Jenny Chu (Special Events)
Todd Harrison, Chairperson
(Board Operations)
Kenny Kan (Financial Matters)
Dengfeng Liu (Open Space)
Tony Miceli, Vice Chair
(Traffic & Safety)
Dipper Wettstein
Liyan Zhang (Development)
Kaede Johnson, Tiffany Kan
(Student Committee)

jennyzchu@yahoo.com
410-531-0771
kwtkan@hotmail.com
liudf@jhu.edu
mathman2121@gmail.com

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Michael Cornell 			

dipperw@gmail.com
zhang_liyan@yahoo.com

301-742-2761

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Maureen Cogan:
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Producation: www.realfreshcreative.com
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Council Corner: Future is Now for Symphony Woods
I write this following the recent “first” public viewing of the revised Plan for Symphony Woods. (See the link at the end of the column)
What led up to the presentation, though not as thought provoking or exciting as the new plan itself, was the Catch 22 of
emails and residents who spoke out at the start of the meeting.
Their chief complaint: we haven’t seen the plan that is going to be
presented tonight for the first time. There were cries of everything
from secret deals, undue influence and allegations of potentially
criminal behavior. All about “process” or a perceived lack of public
process. (Many of those are folks we hear from time and time again
with the same complaints and accusations. We know them by
sight and by name – almost like extended family. We don’t question their intent – they believe in what they are saying. And they
are interested enough in the community to get involved in the discussions.)
I happen to think we’ve been about as transparent as we can
get without this turning into a bad reality show.
Having said that, I was pleasantly surprised – and excited –
about the number of emails, calls and speakers advocating FOR
the plan as bold, exciting, and visionary. The emails were still
coming in even as the meeting progressed.
After an hour of public testimony, we got so see the plan!
Wow!
And the beauty is, the plan is visionary, it creates a “there”
there in the woods, it saves more trees, and once built, people will
be talking about this park for years to come! While we still have
to finish navigating the County’s 16-step process – I think we’re
on step 9 – the Plan addresses concerns raised by the public, the
Planning Board and County Officials. We also know the County
Officials who have commented like the plan. Ken Ulman likes the
plan, and it’s a plan the developer, Howard Hughes Corp, seems
willing to support. Toby (of Toby’s!) begged for this to be built.
The Plan incorporates concepts used in famous parks from all
over the world including Tivoli, and the Fountain Plaza in London.
This is a major piece of cultural development. It has to start somewhere. And this is a bold start!
The revised plan, which is a beginning:
• Minimizes the number of trees to be taken out and addresses
concerns from the Planning Board to have meandering pathways.
• Enhances a pond and stream bed behind Merriweather stage
built back in the 60’s which most residents don’t know about.
The pond and surrounding area could host outdoor events
such as weddings or art displays. The site could host displays
of outdoor artwork as is done at Longwood Gardens.
• Removes the parking lot off Broken Land and Little Patuxent Parkway and includes a new parking structure where Toby’s Dinner Theatre exists today – not in the Woods itself! The
structure would also serve as a transit hub with 1750 parking
spaces. An elevated bridge would link the garage to meet the
grade in the woods for foot traffic.
• Provides places for interactive sculpture that people can walk
through, around, over and under – to be designed around the
trees. (Sort of a reverse of the People Tree.)
• Utilizes the tree line connecting north and south and takes
people through the space at different elevations and perspectives, via a series of tree houses.
• Incorporates tree houses that will contain interesting design
and architecture to get people up and into the canopy. They
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are art in and of themselves.
Includes space/amphitheater for outdoor and children’s productions.
• Features an interactive water feature in a fountain plaza.
• Includes a CA Headquarters building, indoor theater space, a
meeting house similar to the meeting space at the Spear Center, and children’s theater space.
• Utilizes the natural grade of the site with buildings built into
the hill where VIP parking and a building currently exist.
• Utilizes a smaller outdoor natural amphitheater in the existing space requiring very little work to be done other than adding a stage.
• Provides space for skating, food and beverage stations.
• Includes a sculpture garden.
• Incorporates art or architectural design into all structures.
What are refreshingly new are the vision and the grandeur of
the plan.
Some will try to kick the process back to step one – which the
County has said is not required.
Some will say the public didn’t get to see the plan before they
saw it. Catch 22 folks. There will always be a first time to see a
plan. I believe it was well received by most of the Board and even
those at the meeting against the plan found something to like.
You can see a more detailed rendering at www.columbiaassociation.com/SymphonyWoodsPark/Inner_Aarbor_1-17-13.jpg.
We are building the future for a people’s park and art district.
What could be more exciting!
Visit the plan. Let us know what you think.
•

Michael Cornell, River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
cell: 301-742-2761 home: 410-531-9340
michaelcornell@comcast.net
The views presented herein represent those of the author only and
do not necessarily represent those of the River Hill Community Association Board of Directors.

Snow Shovelers List
Did you know the River Hill Community Association keeps a list of people in the
neighborhood who will shovel snow? It’s
just been updated and these people can be
called when the white stuff begins to fall.
Andrew Baytler		
443-535-8733
Nick Bellamy 		
410-531-6491
Mathew Bleakney		
410-531-5391
Alex Chase			301-537-2747
Adam Ditman 		
410-979-7134
David Hazel 			
301-675-1468
If you would like to be added to our list, call 410-531-1749.

RCHA New Sponsor of Scout
Troop 618
In January 2013 the River Hill Community Association became the Chartering Organization for Boy Scout Troop 618.
Troop 618 has been in existence for more than 20 years and previously was chartered by the Hickory Ridge Community Association. However, in recent years troop membership has changed
and now a majority of its members reside in the Village of River
Hill and the surrounding area. Therefore, troop leaders, feeling
that a stronger connection with the Village of River Hill would benefit both the scouts and the community, approached the Village
Board with a proposal to charter the troop.
In October, the Village Board agreed to become the Chartering
Organization. The River Hill Community Association has designated Michael Cornell, the Village’s Columbia Council Representative, to be the Chartering Organization’s Representative to the
troop. He will serve as the prime liaison between the troop and the
Association, will be responsible for overseeing troop leadership applications, and is a voting member at the local council and district
levels. The Association looks forward to this new relationship and
the opportunity to more actively engage the scouts in the community.
The Association congratulates Nick Kruus, Troop 618’s newest Life Scout. To achieve the rank of Life, a scout must be active
in his unit for at least six months as a Star Scout, demonstrate
Scout spirit by living the Scout Oath and Scout Law in his everyday life, earn merit badges, take part in service projects, and serve
actively in troop positions of responsibility among other requirements. Life Scout is one rank before Eagle Scout.

One of the service projects Nick and his troop participated in was
to collect food outside of the River Hill Giant. The troop then filled
their backpacks with the food and hiked to the DC Central Kitchen
to deliver it to the homeless. Besides Nick, there are several other
Life Scouts in Troop 618: Spencer Collen, Marc Fleming, Adrian
Markelov, Daniel Merkowitz-Bustos, Dylan Mitchell, Ryan Mitchell, Noah Shapiro, Zachary Smith, and AJ Yom.
The troop has a total of 31 registered scouts and meets weekly
at Clarksville Middle School. For more information on Troop 618
contact Steve Collen, committee_chair@columbia618.mytroop.us
or Rick Mitchell, scoutmaster@columbia618.mytroop.us.

CA Speaker’s Forum: Local
Stormwater Management
How can local residents, the Columbia Association (CA) and
the Howard County Government work to effectively slow the flow
of damaging rainwater runoff? What should people know about
the stormwater utility fee that the county government will be enacting? These topics will be discussed by experts at CA’s first Watershed Advisory Committee Speaker’s Forum, which will be held
on Thursday, February 21, from 7 to 9 p.m. at Slayton House,
10400 Cross Fox Lane, Columbia. Light refreshments will be
served.
Registration for the forum is not required but is encouraged,
via www.watershed-speakers-forum.eventbrite.com. Along with
John McCoy, CA Watershed Manager, the forum presenters are
Jim Caldwell, Howard County Stormwater Manager; Ned Tillman,
an award-winning author on Chesapeake Bay restoration; and
Donald Tsusaki, who is Program Manager for the Alliance for the
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Chesapeake Bay and also works with that organization’s Restoring the Environment and Developing Youth (READY) program.
For more information, contact John McCoy at John.McCoy@
ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Master Gardener Programs
Did you know that all Master
Gardener programs are free? Master Gardeners are citizens who
have been trained by the University of Maryland Cooperative Extension in up-to-date horticultural
practices for their state and local
area. After testing and serving an internship, they are designated as Master Gardeners and are available as volunteers to share
their knowledge with their communities. Here is a list of upcoming Master Gardener programs hosted by the Columbia villages.
They are open to all Columbia residents and are free but registration is required for most of them, so be sure to call prior to the
event.
Thursday, February 21 at 7 p.m.
Seed Starting
Get a jump start on spring by learning how to get flowers and vegetables ready to go in the ground.
Harper’s Choice, Kahler Hall, 5440 Old Tucker Row, Columbia
410-730-3888
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Saturday, March 2 at 10 a.m.
Flower Arranging
Create a table centerpiece using fresh flowers.
River Hill, Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle, Clarksville
410-531-1749
Wednesday, March 6 at 7:30 p.m.
Perennial Pals — A Gardener’s Journey
Join a transplanted Master Gardener as she establishes a perennial garden in her Maryland front yard.
Hickory Ridge, The Hawthorn Center, 6175 Sunny Spring,
Columbia 410-730-7327

Gallery Exhibit Applications
Available
The Bernice Kish Gallery at Slayton House is accepting applications for artists to exhibit at the galleries for the 2014 gallery
season. The Gallery Screening Committee will be reviewing applications in the Spring of 2013 for artists to exhibit in 2014. The
deadline to submit an application is June 1, 2013. To access an
application, go to www.wildelake.org/events & gallery. Send the
completed application to Carole Black, Gallery Director, Bernice
Kish Gallery at Slayton House, 10400 Cross Fox Lane, Columbia,
Maryland 21044 or email to cjblack@columbiavillages.org.

Crime Prevention is Theme for 2013
By Pfc. Terrence Benn

H

appy New Year! With all that is going on in our lives, it is
very important for each and every one of us to be mindful
of crime and focus on steps we can take to prevent crimes
from happening. By considering crime prevention as this year’s
theme, we begin to gain an awareness of our surroundings – which
includes our homes, place of employment, and social activities.
By readily practicing crime prevention, we do all that is possible
to prevent and or reduce the possibilities of becoming a victim of
a crime.
This year, I will be sharing quarterly articles discussing various topics concerning home and personal security. The articles
will discuss lighting, home security systems, crime prevention
through environmental design (CPTED), and neighborhood watch
programs. I believe you will find value in the listed topics and see
how little changes can have a lasting impact as we move toward
incorporating the theme of crime prevention in our everyday lives.
Crime prevention is a pattern of attitudes and behaviors directed at reducing the threat of crime and enhancing the sense of
safety and security, to positively influence the quality of life in our
society, and to develop environments where crime cannot flourish.* Using that definition, we all have to work at creating an environment where crime cannot flourish. This is done by thinking of
crime as a triangle. In a Crime Prevention Triangle, there is ability,
opportunity, and desire. Of the three elements of the Crime Prevention Triangle, we can only control one, that being opportunity.
Opportunity is the only thing we can remove from the Crime Prevention Triangle because no one can stop someone from having

the desire or ability to commit a crime. But, we can remove the opportunity.
Removing the opportunity is the practice of crime prevention.
Removing the opportunity is turning on lights at night to prevent
someone from having an opportunity to hide in the cover of darkness. When we lock our doors and remove items of value from our
vehicle, we create an environment where crime cannot flourish.
Crime prevention is reporting suspicious activity when you see
something that looks out of place in your neighborhood.
As we think about how we can build community and neighbor
cohesion, I would suggest starting or getting involved in a neighborhood watch program. Under the neighborhood watch program,
neighbors don’t have to think of a reason to interact with one another. It is under such a program that residents learn how to identify suspicious persons and activity. They also understand the
value of reporting those persons or activities to police. Regardless
of how trivial you may think a situation is, if you think it is suspicious, the Howard County Police Department would like to know
about it. They will confirm or dispel your suspicions. It is those
types of calls that solve crimes and identify criminals that prey on
our communities.
This year, please consider letting crime prevention become
your theme. By taking part in this effort, you are taking ownership
in not only your community but also your world!
(*National Crime Prevention Council - 1990)
This article was provided by Pfc. Terrence Benn, the Village of
River Hill’s Community Liaison Officer.

For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

Best Treatments Available
Reasonable Fees
Afternoon & Evening Appointments
Consultations are Free
Excellent Results
Super Smiles
The River Hill Village Center
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)
Offering the Best Treatments, including

Free Initial Consultation

410-381-1077
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The Scoop on Poop
and the Bay

Five Easy Ways To Use
Less Gas

Are you a dog owner? Do you walk your dog along the River Hill
paths and sidewalks? If you do, you should be cleaning up after
your pet. Howard County law requires owners to pick up after
their pets. Other reasons, though, are equally important:

With the price of gas going
higher and higher, using less
gas only makes good sense.
The following techniques can
help you reduce the number
of trips to the gas pump:
Lighten up. Don’t carry heavy,
unnecessary items in your
car, and remove accessory
racks when you’re not using
them.
1. Drive the speed limit.
Many areas in Columbia
have stoplights timed to
turn green for cars moving at the speed limit. Speeding puts
you out of sync with the timed lights. You use more gas idling
at and accelerating from the lights. It’s also a way to be considerate of your neighbors by not speeding.
2. Minimize passing. When you speed up to pass another car,
you use more gasoline — only to slow down to fit back into
traffic.
3. Check your tires. If tires aren’t rotated per manufacturers recommendations or properly aligned and inflated, fuel efficiency
can be reduced.
4. Shift gears appropriately. Generally the higher the gear, the
less fuel you use.

Protecting our watershed.
Managing pet waste can go a long way toward preventing contamination of our local streams, rivers and the Chesapeake Bay.
• According to the EPA, pets, and especially dogs, are significant contributors to the contamination of waterways.
• Rain and melting snow washes droppings from animals into
rivers, streams and other waterways, and threatens human
health.
• Pet waste has nutrients, just like fertilizer, that promote excessive algae growth in lakes, streams and the bay. This deprives fish and other aquatic life of the oxygen they need to
survive.
Protecting our health.
Dog waste contains pathogens, such as E. coli, Salmonella
and others, as well as parasitic nematodes, such as roundworms.
All of these can cause serious illness, even death.
Showing consideration for neighbors.
Families, children, cyclists, runners, walkers – we all use the
paths and sidewalks, and no one wants to step in a pile of dog
waste. Keep dog waste bags with your dog’s leash, and take several with you every time you walk your dog. Clean up your dog’s
waste and take it back home for disposal. Be considerate of your
friends, neighbors and fellow River Hill residents while protecting
our watershed.
This tip was provided by the River Hill Watershed Committee.

Your Help is Needed
The River Hill Watershed Committee is investigating the possibility of installing pet
waste bag stations in our community.
The Committee needs your assistance identifying problem areas in River Hill that have
become dump sites for pet waste.
Is there a section of pathway,
a tot lot, or an area near your
home where pet owners are
routinely not picking up after
their dogs? If so, please identify
the location and send this
information to the
Committee at
dipperw@gmail.com.
Photos welcome.
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Winter Fabulous: Long Time No See!

February 2013 • The River Hill Villager • 9

Winter Classes in
River Hill:
Ballet (Claret Hall)
Wed ongoing
6:45 p.m.
ages 6-8
			
7:30 p.m.
ages 9 and up
Call 240-750-0585 or e-mail ILovToDance@yahoo.com.

Booty Beat (Claret Hall) New Class!
M ongoing 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Beginning February 25. Call 410-794-6757 or visit www.dmikolasko.zumba.com to register.

Easy Method Driving School (Meeting Room)
M/W
ongoing
5:50 - 9:05 p.m.
Call 410-461-9090 or 1-877-461-9090 or
visit www.easymethoddrivingschool.com.

KidzArt (Claret Hall)				
T ongoing
1 - 2 p.m.
Call 410-489-0323 or visit www.KidzArtMD.com.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
Th ongoing
10 - 10:45 a.m. Ages 0 - 5
Now registering for winter classes. For information call
301-758-0304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

Stroller Strides (Claret Hall)
M/W/F ongoing 		
10 - 11 a.m.
Contact Joy Emery at joyemery@strollerstrides.net or call 800595-6983.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
7:30 - 8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Zumba® (Claret Hall)

**FREE Class February 21

Tu/Th ongoing
9:30 - 10:30 a.m. and 6 - 7 p.m.
Call 410-794-6757 or visit www.dmikolasko.zumba.com to register. Next session begins on February 21.

School News
Sister Cities Summer 2013
High School Exchange
Columbia Association’s Sister Cities Summer 2013 High
School Exchange is an international summer “camp” for Columbia/Howard County high school students studying Spanish and
French. Teen participants spend two weeks in one of Columbia’s
two Sister Cities: Cergy-Pontoise, France or Tres Cantos, Spain.
During this time they are hosted by a Spanish or French student.
After returning to the U.S., students will host their French/Spanish counterparts for another 2 weeks. Applications are due February 22. For the Application Packet and more information, visit
www.ColumbiaAssociation.org/TeenExchange or contact Laura
Smit at 410-715-3162 or international@columbiaassociation.org.

Atholton Bull Roast Tickets
Available
Atholton’s Annual Bull Roast Fundraiser will be held on
March 22. Tickets are $50 and can be purchased at http://quickeventplanner.com/17931-AHSBullRoast/. The fundraiser benefits
all athletics at Atholton. The fun-filled, adult-only event will feature silent and live auctions, casino games and raffles. Donations
are needed, and suggested items include boat trips, hotel stays,
antique furnishings, tickets to Broadway shows, concerts and
games, spirit wear, gift cards, discounted consumer services and
products, etc. Every donation will be recognized in the program,
and donation receipts will be sent to you. For more information,
contact 2013 Bull Roast Chair Sherri Tatum at statum1@verizon.
net or log onto www.atholtonboosters.org/athletics.

Howard County Schools
Win Award
All 73 Howard County public schools have been awarded the
HealthierUS School Challenge (HUSSC) Bronze level of distinction
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). The award recognizes outstanding practices in school nutrition programs, physical education and physical activity. Howard County is the only
school system in Maryland to earn this distinction for every one of
its schools, and is one of just four Maryland systems with schools
honored. Each school will receive a plaque and banner. The school
names are posted on the HUSSC website at www.fns.usda.gov/
tn/HealthierUS/awardwinners.html.

Amanda Post “AmandaWins”
Scholarships
There are two $5,000 scholarships available to Howard County student-athletes from Amanda’s memorial fund which the Post
Family founded with the Columbia Foundation. One is The Amanda Post “AmandaWins” River Hill High School Student-Athlete
Scholarship and the other is The Amanda Post “AmandaWins”
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School News
Soccer Association of Columbia (SAC)/Howard County StudentAthlete Scholarship. Both scholarships were created based on
how Amanda would want her memory perpetuated, and focus on
her passions: excellence in academics and athletics, and being
part of the RHHS and SAC communities. Visit www.columbiafoundation.org/receive/scholarships and scroll about halfway down
the page to links for Amanda’s scholarships to find out more. Past
recipients have been RHHS graduates JennaMarie Hill, Carylynne
Hudson, Timothy Higgins, Daniel Shi, Katherine Marlatt, and Oliver Zhao; and SAC players Erica Cranston (Mt. Hebron HS), Ryan
Konstanzer and Breanna Marsh (Reservoir HS), and Gillian Sawyer (Wilde Lake HS). The Columbia Foundation will again be accepting applications for both of Amanda’s scholarships for the
Class of 2013. River Hill students should check with Ms. Pizzo in
Student Services for the final March 2013 deadline for submission
of their applications for one or both scholarships, if eligible.

Leadership U:
Leadership U is the place for you if you are interested in
making a difference. Leadership U is an exciting leadership development, teambuilding and community service opportunity for
current high school sophomores. This four-month program involves a week-long summer program of hands-on learning and

interactive activities, involvement in a team community service
project, and participation in “Shadow Day” where students have
the opportunity to spend a day with a business or community
leader. This program is for students with leadership potential, a
desire to learn with others, and with an interest in the community. Parents and students can learn more and speak to some of the
program’s grads on February 21 at Atholton HS from 7 to 8 p.m.
Applications and information are available at www.leadershiphc.
org. Applications are due Friday, March 8.

HC DrugFree and RHHStival
HC DrugFree and River Hill High School Bands are partnering to present RHHStival, a county-wide youth music competition
on Saturday, March 23 from 6 to 11 p.m. in the River Hill High
School Auditorium and Dining Center. Applications and event information can be found at www.riverhillmusic.org. For more information, visit www.hcdrugfree.org or call HC DrugFree‘s Executive
Director, Joan Webb Scornaienchi at 443-325-0040.

Prekindergarten Program
The Pointers Run Regional Early Childhood Center (RECC)
toddler and preschool programs are now accepting applications
for classes for the 2013-2014 school year. These classes include
children with and without disabilities. The program’s focus is
helping all children develop communication, literacy, math, problem solving, motor, and social skills. Parents of children who will
be 3 and 4 years of age for the 2013-2014 school year may see Ro
Pavlovsky in the school office for an application package beginning
February 11, 2013.
All applications must be returned by March 15, 2013. A limited number of openings are available for children without disabilities. Children are selected based upon screening information
given on the application form and the “Ages and Stages Questionnaire,” as well as observations of the child’s participation in a
playgroup. If necessary, a lottery process is conducted.
If you have any questions, please contact Jane Berman at
(410) 313-7142.
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Architectural News
RAC MEETING DATES
Application Deadline

Meeting Date

February 8, 2013

February 20, 2013

February 22, 2013

March 6, 2013

March 8, 2013

March 20, 2013

March 22, 2013

April 3, 2013

April 5, 2013

April 17, 2013

April 19, 2013

May 1, 2013

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

Fridays by 12 Noon

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m.
and applications are reviewed in the order that applicants signin. Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental
documentation, application amendments, or additional information that the RAC has requested.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agendas are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agendas are published in The Villager when the publication schedule
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision.
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

Upcoming RAC Agenda
February 20, 2013
Currently there are no applications. Deadline February 8, 2013.

AC Decisions
February 6, 2013
Pending
6409 Liquid Laughter Lane
6437 Sundown Trail		
6306 Golden Star Place		
12020 Floating Clouds Path

Fence
Fence
Fence
Fence

January 16, 2013
Approved
6408 River Run 		 Fence: Split Rail
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Disapproved
12164 Linden Linthicum Lane
12108 Hidden Waters Way

Color Change: Deck
In- Home Business Initial

Pending
6405 Empty Song Road

Patio

December 19, 2012
Approved
6433 Empty Song Road
6421 Warm Sunshine Path

Generator
Deck, Screened Porch

Approved with Condition(s)
12121 Early Lilacs Path
5752 Whistling Winds Walk
6432 Grateful Heart Gate
6512 Ocean Shore Lane

Fence: Split Rail
Tree Removal, Permanent Grill
Portico; Deck: Material Change
Screened Porch; Shed

December 6, 2012
Approved with Condition(s)
7021 Garden Walk

Addition: Garage, Sunroom

Disapproved
6306 Golden Star Place

Fence

Architectural News
AC Fast Track Decisions
Approved
6624 Rising Waves Way
5887 Indian Summer Drive
12104 Hidden Waters Way

Tree Removal
Exterior Lighting
Door: Front

Winter Weather Safety and
Survival Tips
Heavy Snows:
In the event of a deep snow, be sure to clear the snow away
from fire hydrants and storm drains. Shoveling several times every
few hours is much easier on the body than shoveling once with a
very deep snow. Make sure to keep the ends of your downspouts
cleared of ice and snow to avoid backups and ice damage. If you
can reach them, clear your gutters of ice and snow. Backups can
cause roof damage.
		
Trash Pick-Up and Snow Removal
on Inclement Weather Days:
You may call the Department of Public Works Hotline at 410313-2900 for a message about recycling and trash collections
during snowy, icy or other inclement weather. However, during in-

clement weather, every effort will be made to continue to provide
scheduled collections. If collections are cancelled due to snow, ice,
or other severe weather, pick-up will be made the following day, if
possible, or when road conditions permit. Call 410-313-6444 for
cancellation and makeup information. Residents are reminded
that trash, recycling and yard waste receptacles must be placed
at the curb free of snow and ice. Collection personnel will not dig
residents’ containers out from under snow or ice.
Snow Emergency:
If the Governor calls a State of Emergency: remain indoors
and identify a central room where there is an alternate heat source
like a fireplace. Use appropriate fire safeguards, ensure proper
ventilation. Never leave children and/or pets alone in a room with
portable heaters or open flames.
Things to have prepared in case of a heavy snow or
State of Emergency:
• Keep you car’s gas tank at least half-full to prevent the fuel
line from freezing.
• Keep a storm safety kit with flashlights, extra batteries, bottled water, canned foods, manual can opener, blankets, radio,
clock and medications.
• Keep cell phones charged
• If you live alone, identify someone with whom you have regular contact and exchange emergency contact information.
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Should you be unable to return home, identify and inform a
neighbor who could care for your pets.

impossible, to maneuver the snow ploughs. Vehicles should be
parked in the driveways. This allows police officers, firefighters,
and paramedics to respond quickly to public safety tasks while
driving in treacherous conditions and leads to quick and complete
clearing of the roads.

To learn more about weather and other emergency preparedness tips visit www.cern.us or www.bepreparedbeready.org/.
For a complete list of what to put in a Storm Safety Kit visit
www.redcross.org//prepare, and remember to check in with
neighbors, especially those with special needs or who live alone.
Snow Removal:
Sidewalks must be shoveled within 48 hours after the snow
has fallen.
The owners of property abutting a sidewalk in a public rightof-way are responsible for removing snow from those sidewalks
within 48 hours. This is a Howard County code. If a property
owner has not removed the snow within 48 hours, you may want
to contact the property owner and advise them of the County Code
requirement or you may call the police non-emergency number at
410-313-2200.
If you would like to follow the progress of snow removal in the
County, the following is an interactive web site that shows real
time snow removal progress in Howard County: http://countyofhowardmd.us/IframeTemplate.aspx?id=4294969851. Progress
maps are updated every 15 minutes during a storm. You may also
call 410-313-2900 for updated, general information concerning
the Bureau’s maintenance efforts.
The Bureau of Highways reminds drivers not to park on
streets, especially on a cul-de-sac as that makes it difficult, if not

The 2013

Columbia
Home Tour

Sunday, June 2 2013
11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Embark on a self-guided tour
of distinct homes nestled
in the beautiful Columbia
Villages!
Tickets will be available at Claret
Hall beginning April 15.

For More Information:

410-730-3987
www.columbiahometour.org
Proceeds to benefit Rebuilding Together
in Howard County, a charity that
performs home repairs and modifications
to improve safety and accessibility for
homeowners.
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AROUND TOWN
The Leipzig String Quartet
On Saturday, March 2 at 8 p.m. at the Horowitz Performing Arts
Center, Smith Theatre, 10901 Little Patuxent Parkway, the Leipzig
String Quartet will perform a concert featuring a quartet about
braggart hunters who go on to be hunted, and pursued in an outrageous, ear-popping production of a new work, by Jörg Widmann. There will be a pre-Concert speaker, Professor Bill Scanlan
Murphy, about jazz piano, theory, composition, and improvisation at 7:15 p.m. Tickets are $30 adult; $28 senior; $12 students to age 17 or receive one free ticket when accompanied by
a paying adult. For more information, call 410-997-2324 or visit
www.candlelightconcerts.org.

Junie B. Jones by TheatreworksUSA
On Sunday, February 24 at 2:30 and 4:30 p.m. at the Horowitz Performing Arts Center, Smith Theatre, 10901 Little Patuxent
Parkway, join outspoken, precocious, lovable Junie B. Jones for a
colorful, funny, fast-paced musical about new friends, new glasses, sugar cookies, the annual kickball tournament, and other various first-grade angst-ridden situations. Based on four volumes in
Barbara Park’s Junie B. Jones series of books. Tickets are general
admission $10. Order over the phone at 410-997-2324 or online
at www.candlelightconcerts.org.

Baby Expo
Saturday, March 9 is the day of the free Baby Expo at Owen
Brown Community Center, 6800 Cradlerock Way, Columbia. The
expo is from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and includes speakers, vendors,
raffle prizes and more. Hosted by the Owen Brown Community
Association and the Oakland Mills Community Association. Please
visit us online at www.babyexpo.weebly.com or contact Meghan
Pierce at obevents@columbiavillages.org or 410-381-0202 or Brigitta Warren at omcaadmin@columbiavillages.org or 410-7304610 for more information.

Preventing Dating Violence:
A Community Event
Join the Domestic Violence Center and Howard Community College for Preventing Dating Violence: A Community Event at the college, on Tuesday, February 19 from 7 to 9:30 p.m., 10901 Little
Patuxent Parkway, Duncan Hall Building, Kittleman Room. Doors
open at 6:30 p.m. for refreshments. The event will feature a
dramatic reading, panel discussion and breakout sessions to
discuss dating perspectives from a teen, how stigma jeopardizes safety, dating & campus life and prevention and more.
The evening also features a mini-wellness fair with representatives from local partners who recognize the varied ways
violence can impact an individual, relationships and our community. Open to all ages. Pre-registration is required. Contact
DVC’s Community Engagement Department at 410-997-0304.

just future. This free class offers an opportunity to deeply explore
sustainability and provides the latest information and resources
about Ecological Principles, Food, Community, Consumption and
the Economy, and Transportation. In four sessions, you’ll explore
the meaning and vision of sustainability from individual, societal,
and global perspectives. These free meetings take place over four
Saturday mornings, February 16 & 23 and March 2 & 23, from
10 a.m. to noon at Historic Oakland Manor, 5430 Vantage Point
Road, Columbia. Contact tcvillage@columbiavillages.org or 410730-4744 to register.

21st Annual Purim Palooza
The 21st Annual Jewish Federation of Howard County Purim
Carnival, Purim Palooza, will be held at Reservoir High School,
11550 Scaggsville Rd., Fulton, on Sunday, February 24, from 1 to
4 p.m. Admission is $5 per person or $15 per family and includes
six game tickets. Featuring entertainment by Washington Talent
and DC’s hottest MC’s, including DJ Doug Sandler, the event will
include games, crafts, photo novelties, airbrush hats and shirts,
megillah reading and Queen Esther’s Spa featuring manicures
and hair styling. Michael Rosman will be presenting his juggling
and circus camp. Vendors will exhibit local services and merchandise in the Shushan Shuk. Costumes are encouraged. Kosher dietary laws will be observed, and the event is peanut-free. To find
out about volunteer opportunities, vendor space and corporate
sponsorship opportunities, visit Purim Palooza Headquarters at
www.jewishhowardcounty.org/purim.aspx. For more information, visit www.jewishhowardcounty.org or call 410-730-4976.

Diversity Week Film Festival
Howard Community College’s Arts and Humanities Division,
along with the Office of Student Life, will host the 2013 Diversity Week Film festival from February 25 through March 1. All
film showings will be free of charge. Monday’s film is Good Hair
(2009); Tuesday is Gayby (2010); Wednesday’s film is Shi (Poetry)
(2010); Thursday is Pariah (2011); and Friday’s film is Habemus
Papam (We Have a Pope) (2011). All films are NOT appropriate for all ages, so please call first. The films will be screened
at Monteaboro Recital Hall, 10901 Little Patuxent Parkway.
Visit www.howardcc.edu/filmprogram then click on “2013 Film
Series” for more information.

Gallery Exhibits
The Bernice Kish Gallery at Slayton House, 10400 Cross Fox
Lane, Columbia is hosting two exhibits until February 23. One is
a photographic exhibit featuring the works of Dorothy David and
Kathy Glyshaw. The other is an exhibition of The Handpainted
Quilt Aesthetic. The gallery’s hours are Monday through Thursday 9 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.; Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Saturday 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. Call 410-730-3987 for more information.

Sustainable Living Presentation

Collision Avoidance Training

Transition Howard County and Climate Change Initiative of Howard County present Choices for Sustainable Living, a complex
concept which, at its best, represents our hopes for a healthy and

The Howard County Police Department is now offering Collision
Avoidance Training (C.A.T.) to teens. This defensive driving and
vehicle control program is for licensed teen drivers ages 16-20
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AROUND TOWN
years old and takes place over two days (12 hours). It is designed
to provide young drivers with the knowledge and understanding
of vehicle dynamics and includes some class time and some behind-the-wheel time. The cost is $95 for both classes. Classes are
offered each month until December 2013. Upcoming dates are
March 15-16 and April 26-27. Call Carolyn Bennett at 410-3133758 to register and for more information.

Winter Teas at Historic Oakland Manor
On Sunday, February 24 from 3:30 to 5 p.m., the Town Center
Community Association is hosting a winter tea at Historic Oakland
Manor, 5430 Vantage Point Road, Columbia. Tickets are $25 plus
tax. Registration is required. Call 410-730-4801.

Savor Sip Style
Turf Valley’s Luxury Home Show 2013 is Saturday and Sunday,
February 16 and 17 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., 2700 Turf Valley Road,
Ellicott City, MD. General admission tickets $10. Call 410-4230812 or visit www.savorsipstyle.com for more information.

Jewish Film Series
Columbia Jewish Congregation’s 21st annual Jewish Film Series continues with Steel Toes on Saturday, March 16 at 8 p.m.
at The Meeting House in Oakland Mills, 5885 Robert Oliver Place,
Columbia. Tickets are $17 for two in the series or $9 for a single
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ticket. For a schedule and more information, call Tom Laufer at
410-997-0694.

Will You be Howard County’s
Next Senior Idol?
The Howard County Department of Citizen Services’ Office on
Aging will hold auditions for Howard County’s Senior Idol competition on Thursday, February 14 from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. at the
Ellicott City Senior Center, 9401 Frederick Road in Ellicott City.
Singers must be 60 or older. A Howard County winner and a runner up will be selected and will go on to compete in the 7th Annual
Maryland Senior Idol competition in April. Rules and registration
forms are at www.howardcountyaging.org or contact Vicki Stahly
at the Ellicott City Senior Center, 410-313-1421.

Receive Village News by Email
Sign up for the Association’s listserv
by visiting www.villageofriverhill.org.
Click on “Receive Village News by Email”
and select the categories in which you are
interested.

COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS
Antiques & Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture, Art, Silver,
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+yr experience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Painting & Projects
Zebra Painting & Projects, Inc. has been working in Howard County since 2003. Trusted for all your painting, wood repair, and
handyman services. www.paintmaryland.com or 443-472-2887.
MHIC 90841. Zebra Painting is an Angie’s List contractor.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration!
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support including Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more.
Contact Beverly Johnston, 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com,
bev@tsadvantage.com.

Air Conditioning & Heating Made Easy
Need your Furnace or Heat Pump or Air Conditioner replaced?
Need a Humidifier or Air Cleaner? Call Donnie at 301-854-9994.
Licensed and Insured. River Hill resident. MD State HVACR
Lic#01-7754.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting –
Our Passion is Your Pets
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday,
overnight) New Client Discount. Jobs available: pet lovers, please
apply. Contact: www.PetSittinginMd.com; jneckritz@comcast.net;
443-745-8309.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand running, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771,
bev@tsadvantage.com, www.tsadvantage.com.

Clarksville Rotary
Clarksville Rotary meets every Tuesday morning from 7:45 to 9
a.m. at Claret Hall in River Hill. Everyone is welcome to stop by
and see how the Clarksville Rotary supports your community.
Contact John Moseman if you have any questions at 410-9357185.

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com
Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

Red Mango
443-546-4798

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Tower Federal Credit Union
301-497-7000

Everett Jewelers
410-531-7990

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

The UPS Store
410-531-9861

Giant Food
410-531-7831

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

River Hill Sports Grille
410-531-7900

Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052

Panda Kitchen
410-531-7866

Subway
410-531-7982
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CLASSIFIEDS
Let Us Do All The Dirty Work
Junk, debris, and snow removal services available 7 days a week.
Same day service. No contracts. www.marylandjunkhauling.com
or call 443-472-2887.

Spring Break Camp in Clarksville by
Peiying Chinese School
Day camp (8:30–5:30) during spring break (April 1-5). Learn Chinese language, Culture, Art, Papercut, Calligraphy, Cooking,
Chess, Drama, Martial Art, Ping Pong and more. Multiple years
of camp experiences. Certified teachers. Contact: peiyingchineseschool@gmail.com or 443-535-0960.

Country Home with Wrap-Around
Porch For Sale
For sale by owner in Clarksville. Close to 3,000 sq. ft. 4 BD, 3 ½
BA on 1-acre lot. 11211 Old Hopkins Road; $650,000. Lots of Upgrades! Contact Larry Knight at 443-277-6926 or larryknight3@
verizon.net.

Reiki Workshop—Stressed—
Need Healing?
Energy healing Level I February 23 OR March 30; Level II April 27;
Level III June 1. Healing sessions also available. Feel better, book
today! Sign up at www.LastingLightReiki.com.
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Check out the River Hill
Community Association’s
Facebook page. “Like Us” to
get valuable information and
stay informed about activities
happening in Columbia.
We’re also on Twitter!
@ClaretHallMD
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