Claret Hall will be closed
from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. on
February 20 in observance
of President’s Day.
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Events for All Ages Happening at Claret Hall
As soon as we rang in 2012, River Hill
residents began attending a wide range
of events at Claret Hall, and we are here
to assure you there will be many more to
look forward to this year. River Hill’s diverse demographic of residents from very
young children to senior residents comprised of many nationalities makes it necessary to offer different types of activities
to get everyone involved. Involvement of all
of our residents is one of the main goals
that the River Hill Community Association
is striving towards.
The Wildlife Adventures program visited Claret Hall when schools were closed
on January 23. The kids and parents really enjoyed the many different types of
animals that were shown, touched and
discussed. There were animals big and
small, slithery and soft to satisfy each person. Based on the reactions of the participants, the boa constrictor and the

hedgehog were the favorites. Each
child also received a viewfinder
with a picture taken with their favorite animal. Check out more pictures on page 7.
The River Hill 50 Plus Club
has started up and has taken off
with a bang! Residents came out
to enjoy an evening of making new
friends and discussions of what
is available in the Columbia area
for people 50 plus. The plan for
the group is to continue meeting
at Claret Hall on a regular basis,
make new friends, share information and plan and do on-site

River Hill’s 50 Plus group meets at Claret Hall.
and off-site group activities. In honor of the recent
Chinese New Year celebrations, Joy Cheung, a
River Hill resident, will be
showing slides of the flower markets, gold fish markets, boats in the harbor,
off shore islands and more
from her Hong Kong trip
in October 2011. The next
meeting will be held on
Tuesday, February 21 at 7
p.m. at Claret Hall. You do
not need to be a River Hill
resident to attend.
On Thursday, February 16, students have a
half day and what is a better way than to spend the
second half of your day
helping others? The Teen
Advisory Committee will
be sponsoring a blanket
making session for middle
and high schoolers. These
blankets will be donated
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org
email: riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday
9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Friday
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m. - Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org
Covenant Advisor:
Evamarie Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org
Facility Coordinator:
facilities@villageofriverhill.org

RIVER HILL BOARD

Tony Miceli, Chair
mathman21@comcast.net
(Traffic & Safety)
Todd Harrison, Vice Chair
410-531-0771
(Board Operations)
Cynthia Asoka (Special Events)
ccasoka@yahoo.com
Kenny Kan (Financial Matters)
kkwtkan@hotmail.com
Zachary Marks
Zachary_marks@verizon.net
(Open Space & Development)
Dipper Wettstein
dipper@brazzeldazzle.com
(Open Space & Development)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Michael Cornell 			

January 9, 2012
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Board discussed the proposed allocation formula for the
village associations.
The Board discussed the draft CA FY13/14 Operating and
Capital Budgets.
The Board approved the Association’s FY12 2nd Quarter Financial Reports and variance analysis.
The Board approved a free use of The Meeting Room by Girl
Scout Troop 67.
Executive Session held.
Minutes Approved: December 5, 2011 (as amended).

January 23, 2012
•
•
•
•
•

Staff presented a communications strategy.
The Board approved a free use of The Meeting Room by the
Pointer’s Run and Pheasant Ridge Swim Teams.
The Board discussed the CA FY13/14 Operating and Capital
Budgets in preparation of budget testimony.
The Board discussed the proposed allocation formula.
Minutes Approved: January 9, 2012.

Check out the River Hill Community Association’s
Facebook page. “Like Us” to get valuable
information and stay informed about
activities happening in Columbia.

Board Meeting Schedule

Special Events/Newsletter Coordinator:
Tracy Boullé, events@villageofriverhill.org

Chao Wu
Sean Salisbury
(Student Committee)

Board Highlights . . .

All meetings are held in Claret Hall at the River Hill Village Center.
Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend resident speak-out during each board meeting. If you have written material you would
like the Board to review, please drop it by the village office by the
Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved minutes are available
for review at the village office. For additional information, please
contact the village office.
NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: February 6, February 20 and
March 5 at 7 p.m. Visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board
Meeting Agendas & Minutes.

superbwu@gmail.com
salisbury34@verizon.net

301-742-2761

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator: Tracy Boullé, events@villageofriverhill.org
Advertising: newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates, www.brownandassociates.biz
Design: Kayle Simon, www.realfreshcreative.com
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Council Corner: Choosing Civility: The Process Behind the Headlines
Recently, articles and letters to the editor have appeared in
the local media concerning senior discounts. The headlines may
communicate one thing – and the letter to the editor contains misrepresentations directed at CA staff and indirectly at the Board of
Directors.
What readers don’t know, is what happened behind the headlines. First, let me say this is from my perspective and represents
my personal opinion. While I am not writing as the Board Chair, I
believe I may be speaking for many others on the Board and in Senior Management.
One of the questions we have been asking this year when
presented with proposals is “what’s the problem we are trying to
solve?” In the case of the 10 percent discount, there was quite a
bit of discussion and testimony from Board members, staff, representatives from the Senior Advisory committee and from residents.
The “problem” that seemed to surface did not include:
1. falling senior membership;
2. lack of seniors participating in CA programs and activities; or
3. lack of needs-based discounts available to seniors.
What we did see was:
1. increasing numbers of seniors joining CA;
2. participation of seniors in a variety of available programs; and
3. need-based discounts to seniors (and yes, others) amounting
in some cases to over 50 percent
What problems did we see?
1. lack of programming specifically targeted to seniors;
2. difficulty in navigating CA’s website to search for senior programs; and
3. a need for more targeted marketing about what programs and
services CA has to offer for seniors.
Accordingly, staff has been instructed to address each. In addition, the language of the motion that was passed authorizes staff
to offer discounts to seniors of at least 10 percent - there is no con-

Receive Village News by Email
Sign up for the Association’s listserv
by visiting www.villageofriverhill.org.
Click on “Receive Village News by Email”
and select the categories in which
you are interested.

Century School
of Music
Piano • Keyboard • Guitar • Violin • Viola
Cello • Flute • Voice Lessons
Private Lessons - Group/Individual
Professional Teachers
Comprehensive Program •Recitals

Beginner to Advanced • All ages
Great Program for Adults
Offering a Group Prep Piano Class for Children 4-6

410.772.0404

10632 Little Patuxent Parkway, Building 2000, Suite 100, Columbia
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straint on offering higher discounts specifically for seniors.
There are those who wanted the 10 percent discount to be
tacked on to any program or other discount being offered. The
majority of the Board chose not to adopt that as policy. The reason, for some, is that unrealized revenues from discounts have to
be offset from somewhere else. One Board member suggested (although the suggestion may not have been serious) that staffing
could be reduced to allow for additional discounts. Well, I for one
see a reduction in staffing resulting in a reduction in service to all
residents. Nor, In my opinion, would such a discount have been
fiscally responsible for me - as a Board member - to support.
Finally, the majority of the Board did not see the need to unilaterally add another 10 percent to existing discounts for seniors.
To blame staff or accuse staff of “fraud” is a heady accusation for
being on the losing side of a Board vote.
Trying to convince a Board of Directors to adopt a solution
for a problem that the Board doesn’t believe exists and then laying accusations against staff for that proposal’s failure to pass a
Board vote is … well, uncivil. Most of us on the Board, to borrow
a phrase, choose civility.
Michael Cornell, River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
cell: 301-742-2761 home: 410-531-9340
michaelcornell@comcast.net
The views presented herein represent those of the author only and
do not necessarily represent those of the River Hill Community Association Board of Directors.

Village Elections April 21
Elections for the Association’s Board of Directors will be held
on Saturday, April 21. In FY14, the Board will revert to five members and there will be two open positions on Election Day.
Volunteers are still needed to help with the election process
and serve on the Election Committee. The Committee works with
Association staff to ensure that the by-laws are followed, coordinate a Candidates’ Forum when there is a contested election, and
oversees the polls and count the ballots on Election Day. Residents interested in serving on the Election Committee or staffing
the polls should contact the Village Manager at 410-531-1749 or
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

Residents Urged to Report
Suspicious Activity
Two robberies occurred in the village during the month of
January. This is extremely unusual for our community and the
police are taking the incidents seriously. Area patrols have been
increased in the community and a detective has been assigned to
both cases. Both incidents occurred after dark. A weapon was
displayed in the January 8 incident and on January 22 the victim
was injured. Therefore, residents are advised to be aware of their
surroundings and to report suspicious activity. If you have information that may be helpful regarding these incidents, please call
the Police Department’s non-emergency number: 410-313-2200.

How Can You Help?
• Report All Suspicious Activity and People - Call the police immediately by dialing 911. Do not worry about being embarrassed if your suspicions prove to be unfounded. It is better
to think of what could have happened if you didn’t act on
your suspicions.
• Once you call 911 the Communications Operator will ask you
a series of questions.
• Is this an emergency?
• What is the nature of the emergency?
• What is your location (the operator will always ask for your
location)?
• Depending on the emergency, the operator may keep you on
the line while at the same time sending out a police car.
• Can you provide a description of the suspect, victim, vehicle,
and direction of travel?
Information that is useful:
Person(s) – race, sex, age, height, build, weight, hair (color,
cut), eye color, speech, complexion, clothing, glasses, visible
marks or scars, and direction of travel.
Vehicle(s) – year, make, model, color, license number, body style
(e.g., 2-door, 4-door), identifying marks (e.g., body damage, bumper stickers) and direction of travel.
Participate in the Neighborhood Watch Program – The Village of River Hill has an active Neighborhood Watch Program and
it is our goal to have a Block Captain on every street. The next
Block Captain Training Session will be held on March 12 at 7 p.m.
If your street is not already participating, find out how to become
a Block Captain by contacting the Village Manager at 410-5311749 or manager@villageofriverhill.org.
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Events, From Page 1
to the national charity, Project Linus - http://www.projectlinus.
org/index.html. The “blanketeers” will be making no-sew, fleece
blankets to be donated to other teens that will provide love, a
sense of security, warmth and comfort to children who are seriously ill, traumatized, or otherwise in need. If you are interested
in participating, please come to Claret Hall at 12:30 p.m. on February 16 with 2 yards of polar fleece material for each blanket
you are interested in making. Directions, examples and scissors
will be provided for the participants. This activity is eligible for
community service hours. If you would like to participate or have
questions, please call 410-531-1749 or email events@villageofriverhill.org.
Only one month of the year has passed which leaves eleven
more for you to get involved in our River Hill community by attending events and volunteering for the River Hill Community Association Board, RAC Committee or other committees. We hope
you will start this process of getting involved by checking out our
website at www.villageofriverhill.org and “Liking Us” on Facebook
to keep up on what’s happening here and in the surrounding
communities. We look forward to seeing you soon!

Winter Bird Feeding
Bird feeding is never “necessary” but it
is for our pleasure and curiosity to attract
birds to our yards. It is also beneficial to
the environment to attract birds that will
eat some of the pesky bugs that live in our
yards. Attract birds by planting native plants that produce berries and seeds and also provide perches and shelter.
To attract birds in winter you want to provide 3 things: food,
shelter, and water.
Food – suet is the best food for winter due to the high fat
content providing the birds with rich nutrition and energy to
help keep them warm. Feeders should be filled with a hardy seed
blend, be easy to clean, fill, and attract a variety of birds.
Shelter-to provide warmth and protection during really cold
weather. Mature trees and shrubs, especially evergreens, are
great shelters. You can also create a brush pile, install roosting
boxes for multiple birds or hang natural grass pockets for birds
that like a private spot.
Water-for birds to drink and bathe. A heated birdbath or a
heated water bowl for a pet works well.
This information was provided by the Howard County Master
Gardeners.

Columbia Orientation Tour
The Columbia Association (CA) will host its next complimentary Columbia Orientation Program Tour on President’s Day,
Monday, February 20, from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The tour will
introduce CA offerings, educate tour guests on Columbia landmarks and encourage community involvement and engagement.
This tour will be open to the public.
Advance registration is required, and space is limited. Interested community members may register online at http://columbiaorientation.eventbrite.com. Deadline to register is Thursday,
February 16.
The Columbia Orientation Program was launched in Novem-
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ber 2010 to introduce Columbia residents and businesses to Columbia landmarks and CA’s many programs and services. The
tours are free and will last approximately two and a half hours.
Depending on the audience, the tour may include exposure to
a fitness facility, golf club, village center, swim center, art center, tennis club and more; as well as Columbia landmarks, such
as Historic Oakland, Symphony Woods and others. For more information, or to express interest in a tour for your organization,
please contact the Maggie J. Brown Welcome Center at 410-7153100. To learn more, please visit www.ColumbiaAssociation.org/
OrientationProgram.

Columbia Gym Hosting
Valentine’s Dance
The Columbia Gym will host a Valentine’s Dance on Friday,
February 10, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. for youth in sixth, seventh
and eighth grades. A live disc jockey will be playing hit music and
taking requests. Refreshments will be available for purchase.
Tickets are $8 per person and may be purchased at each of
the KidSpace locations in CA’s three fitness facilities, as well as
at the door the night of the event. The Columbia Gym is located
at 6151 Daylong Lane in Clarksville. For more information, please
call 410-531-8984.

Dog Day Afternoon Set for
April
Tails are wagging in anticipation – save the date for Dog Day
Afternoon! CA is now accepting vendor applications from local pet
vendors and non-profits. The Columbia Association (CA) will host
its sixth annual Dog Day Afternoon on Saturday, April 21, from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Hopewell Park in Columbia. CA invites Columbia
canines and their people to an afternoon of contests, treats, activities and lots of tail-wagging fun. Dog-lovers can enter their fourlegged friends into the Tail-Wagging Contest; Most Fashionable &
Best Costume Show; Bone-Eating Contest; Best Kisser Contest;
Columbia’s Cutest Canine Contest; and more. Additional entertainment may include raffles, music, face painting, caricature
artists and an arts & crafts station sponsored by Columbia Art
Center. This free event will feature local businesses and organizations that focus on the health, happiness and well-being of our
beloved, furry friends. A rain date has been set for Sunday, April
22. More information on the event is forthcoming.
CA is now accepting applications from local pet vendors and
non-profit organizations that benefit dogs. Interested persons
should call 410-715-3104, e-mail Kelly.Cooper@ColumbiaAssociation.org or visit www.ColumbiaAssociation.org/Events for a Vendor Application.

BLOCK CAPTAIN TRAINING
All Block Captains are invited to a
Training Session
on March 12 at 7 p.m. at Claret Hall.

Dispose of Ashes Properly to
Reduce Chance of Fire
Howard County’s Department of Fire and Rescue Services
responds to too many calls during the winter months due to improper disposal or storage of fireplace or wood stove embers that
ignite. Residents are engaging in extremely unsafe practices such
as placing these embers in paper bags or cardboard boxes, and
storing them in places in or around the home.
Many people don’t realize the severity of their actions, and underestimate the importance of disposing of ashes in canisters designed for this purpose. A recent tragedy in Stamford, CT, where
five people died in a home fire due to improperly stored ashes, has
drawn attention to this issue. For more information on the story,
visit: www.utsandiego.com/news or www.msnbc.msn.com.
In the case of the Stamford, CT tragedy, not only were the
remnants of the fireplace disposed of improperly, but it is believed
there were no working smoke alarms.
The Department of Fire & Rescue Services has the following
safety tips:
• Ensure there are no hot spots left in the ashes. This is done
by soaking them in water or letting them sit for a few days.
Double check for hot spots. This also holds true for cigarette
and charcoal grill ashes.
• All ashes should be stored in a fire resistant metal container
with a tight fitting cover. Buckets made especially for storage
of ashes are available at many retailers.
• Ashes should NEVER be disposed of in a plastic garbage bag
or can, a cardboard box, or paper grocery bag. While this
seems obvious, it happens way too often.
• The metal container containing the ashes should then be
placed away from anything that can burn. It should NOT be
placed next to the firewood pile, up against the garage, on or
under a wooden deck, or under a porch. ALL of these have
started fires in Howard County. There should be NO storage
of ashes inside a structure at anytime. Even in a metal
container they can flare up, smolder, and produce smoke in
the home. They should always be placed outside and away
from the home.
• After sitting in this metal container for a week, the ashes are
then safe to dispose of in your trash, but never dispose of
them while in the house.
This information was provided by Howard County’s Department of
Fire & Rescue Services.

Wildlife Adventures

Kids had a “wild” time with many different types of animals
on Jan. 23. See more photos at www.villageofriverhill.org under
the Gallery tab.

Get Organized in 2012!
Professional Organizing Service

Call today! 410-299-2022
www.gotogirlmd.com
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Architectural News:
RAC MEETING DATES
Application Deadline

Meeting Date

February 3, 2012

February 15, 2012

February 17, 2012

March 7, 2012

March 2, 2012

March 21, 2012

March 30, 2012

April 18, 2012

April 13, 2012

May 2, 2012

April 27, 2012

May 16, 2012

May 18, 2012

June 6, 2012

AC Appeals
February 3, 2012
6324 Velvet Path			
6436 Grateful Heart Gate

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

Pending
6505 Apple Blossom Ride		
Door
5805 White Pebble Path		
Deck Material Change
6020 Winter Grain Path		
Patio & Walkway
6409 Summer Sunrise Drive
Patio & Walkway
5720 Whistling Winds Walk
Tree Removal & Vegetable
					Garden

Fence: Split Rail
Shed

Fridays by 12 Noon

2012 Snow Shovelers
The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m.
and applications are reviewed in the order that applicants signin. Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental
documentation, application amendments, or additional information that the RAC has requested.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agendas are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agendas are published in The Villager when the publication schedule
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision.
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

Upcoming RAC Agenda
February 1, 2012
6319 Nodding Night Court
6421 Fairest Dream Lane		
6425 Empty Song Road		
12013 Distant Thunder Trail
6326 Golden Star Place		

Restyling
Deck
Addition
Deck
In-Home Business

AC Decisions
January 18, 2012
Approved
6401 Mellow Wine Way		
6330 Trotter Road		

Temporary Ramp
Solar Panels
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Andrew Baytle
6417 Misty Top Pass
443-535-8733
Nick Bellamy
6392 Morning Time Lane 410-531-6491
Matthew Bleakney 6508 Waving Tree Court
410-531-5391
Adam Ditman
12129 Sunlit Water Way
410-979-7134
Parents, if your teens are interested in being added to this
list, please call 410-531-1749 or email manager@villageofriverhill.org.

School News:
New Student/Kindergarten
Registration
Howard County Public Schools will begin their new student/
kindergarten registration the week of February 27 through March
2. The hours for registration at Pointer’s Run Elementary School
will be from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Consult http://pres.hcpsss.org for
a list of items to bring with you for registration. Children entering kindergarten in the fall of 2012 must have been born between
September 2, 2006 and September 1, 2007 to be eligible.

Kavli Science Video Contest –
STEM Opportunity
The Kavli Foundation is challenging students in grades 6-12
across the world to brainstorm and share their ideas on how to
“Save the World Through Science & Engineering.” Students are
invited to submit entries to the 2012 video contest, with cash

awards and prizes for the top entries. The best videos will be
shown at the Festival Expo during April 27-29, where hundreds of
thousands of science fans are expected to gather in Washington,
D.C. The first place winner will also receive a travel stipend to attend the Expo. Visit www.usasciencefestival.org/2012festival/
contests/kavli-video-contest for more information.

BSAP Saturday Math Academy
On-site registration will be held at Atholton High School on
Saturday, February 11 from 9 – 11 a.m. The BSAP – SMA is designed to accelerate academic achievement in mathematics. Certified teachers tutor and mentor a diverse population of students
that are on, below or above grade level in mathematics. Parents
and students identify mathematics goals upon registration; the
teachers review the goals and plan accordingly to support and
mentor students. Registration is on a first-come basis. All students are expected to bring class work, homework, books, tests,
and questions each Saturday. The Saturday Math Academy is
open to all students in grades 4 – 12 in the Howard County Pub-

Winter Classes in River Hill:
Arya Dance Class (Claret Hall)

Lango Spanish Immersion Class (Meeting Room)

Wed
ongoing
6 - 9 p.m.
Sat
ongoing
9:15 - 11:45 a.m.
Call 240-421-0020 or visit www.aryaintl.com.

Sat 1/21 - 2/18
9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Ages 2 - 6
Visit www.langoHoCo.com for more information.

Central Maryland Ballet (Claret Hall)
Sat
1/14 - 6/2
9:30 - 10:45 a.m.
Sat
1/14 - 6/2
10:45 - 11:45 a.m.
Call 443-472-7772
or visit www.centralmarylandyouthballet.com.

Combattitude (Claret Hall)
M ongoing 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
For more information visit www.combattitude.com.

Easy Method Driving School (Meeting Room)
M/W
ongoing
5:50 – 9:05 p.m.
Call 410-461-9090 or 1-877-461-9090 or
visit www.easymethoddrivingschool.com.

KidzArt (Claret Hall)				

Middle Patuxent Nursery School (Meeting Room)
M-F 9/6/11-5/25/12 9:15 - 12 noon Ages 2-5
For information call 443-535-9030 or visit www.MPNS.net.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
Th 1/12 - 3/29 10 - 10:45 a.m. Ages 0 - 5
For information call 301-758-0304 or visit
www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

Rosestan Persian Language School (Meeting Room)
Sun		
ongoing 10:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Call 410-442-5009 or visit www.rosestan.com.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)
T/Th ongoing
7:30– 8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

T 1/3 - 6/15
1 - 2 p.m.
Call 410-489-0323 or visit www.KidzArtMD.com.
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School News:
lic School System. Parents of enrolled students attend meetings
where they are introduced to a variety of math related topics and
countywide initiatives.

Senior Week: Staying Safe
On Tuesday, February 28 at 7 p.m. at River Hill H.S., HC
DrugFree is offering a program to give advice to parents and high
school seniors considering visiting Ocean City, MD, during senior
week. The Ocean City Beach Patrol crew chief and a local police
officer will offer their advice and expertise to help high school seniors stay safe.

Leadership U
Are you interested in making a difference? Consider joining
Leadership U Class of 2012. Leadership U is an exciting leadership development, teambuilding and community service opportunity for high school students. An information session will be held
on February 9 at Hammond HS from 7-8 p.m. Parents and students are encouraged to attend. This program is for current high
school sophomores with leadership potential, a desire to learn
with others, and with an interest for the community. Applications
and information are available at www.leadershiphc.org. or in the
Guidance Office. Applications are due Friday, March 9.
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Nursery School Open House
Middle Patuxent Nursery School is located in the meeting
room in River Hill. MPNS will be holding an Open House Thursday, February 9 and Friday, February 10 from 10-11:30. Half day
programs for 3 and 4 year olds are available. For more information
please call 443-535-9030 or visit www.mpns.net.

Military Information Night
River Hill High School will be hosting a County-wide Military Information Night on Wednesday, March 7 from 7 – 9 p.m.
The program will take place in the Cafeteria and Media Center.
Representatives from the five United States Military Academies,
private and state sponsored military colleges, enlistment recruiters, ROTC, and the Howard County JROTC programs at Atholton,
Howard, and Oakland Mills will be present and will be manning
tables to distribute information.

School’s Out Nature Programs
Need a place to bring your children when schools are closed?
Bring them to the Howard County Conservancy for their School’s
Out Nature Programs. These educational programs are held on
select days when Howard County schools are closed to students.

School News:
Programs include educational games, activities, and crafts emphasizing all the wonders of the changing seasons. Children will discover and explore the variety of natural habitats as life flourishes
all around them. Programs are for children ages 5-12. You must
register in advance. Full day programs run from 8:30 a.m.–3:30
p.m. The cost is $40/child. Dates the program will be running are
Feb 17, Feb 20 and May 18. For more information and registration, contact tabby.fique@hcconservancy.org.

Practice SAT
Need to practice the SAT exam before your score really
counts? Register for the practice SAT to be held Saturday, February 11 at 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. at Vantage House, 5400 Vantage Point
Road, Columbia, MD. AAUW Howard County is sponsoring this
practice SAT to promote higher education for middle and high
school students for a donation of $15 for the practice SAT and a
follow-up strategy session on Saturday, March 3 from 2 – 4 p.m. at
Vantage House. The Princeton Review will conduct the sessions,
with all proceeds going to AAUW’s philanthropic funds, including
scholarship funds. Light refreshments will be served. One parent is invited to the strategy session. Pre-registration is required;
limited seating. Please register with The Princeton Review online
at www.PrincetonReview.com/events or call 800-2Review. On test
day, please bring a check made out to AAUW.

Student Member of BOE Board

Do you know a sophomore or junior who is interested in
running for Student Member of the Board of Education (SMOB)
for the 2012-13 school year? The attributes needed by a successful SMOB include an understanding of the function of the
Board, participation in Board meetings and events, collaboration with student leaders, maturity, tact and good judgment. Additional requirements and information are provided online; visit
https://www.hcpssnews.com and from your school’s SGA Advisor, principal, or guidance office. Completed applications must be
submitted by February 15. For more information, contact ronnie_
bohn@hcpss.org.

Make a Difference in a
Child’s Life
A-OK (Assist Our Kids) Mentoring-Tutoring, Inc. is recruiting adult volunteers to be mentor-tutors to Howard County public school students who need extra support and encouragement to
succeed. A-OK is seeking dependable community members who
genuinely enjoy interacting with children and have a strong interest in the success of each student. Volunteers meet with students
individually or in small groups, during the school day and in after
school programs. A-OK asks for a commitment of one hour/week
for one school year.
Participating elementary schools are: Atholton, Bryant
Woods, Cradlerock, Deep Run, Forest Ridge, Guilford, Longfellow,
Phelps Luck, Running Brook, and Stevens Forest. There are also
limited opportunities to meet with older students.
For more information, contact Chaya Kaplan via email or
phone: aokmentor@gmail.com or 410-730-6030.

Prekindergarten Program
At Pointers Run Elementary
School
The Pointers Run Regional Early Childhood Center (RECC)
toddler and preschool programs are now accepting applications
for classes for the 2012-2013 school year. These classes include
children with and without disabilities. The program’s focus is
helping all children develop communication, literacy, math, problem solving, motor, and social skills. Parents of children who will
be 3 and 4 years of age for the 2012-2013 school year may see Ro
Pavlovsky in the school office for an application package beginning
February 13, 2012.
All applications must be returned by March 16, 2012. A limited number of openings are available for children without disabilities. Children are selected based upon screening information
given on the application form and the “Ages and Stages Questionnaire,” as well as observations of the child’s participation in a playgroup. If necessary, a lottery process is conducted.
If you have any questions, please contact Jane Berman at
(410) 313-7142 or at jane_berman@hcpss.org.
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AROUND TOWN
Camp and Summer Program Fair
Baltimore Child’s annual fair will be held on Sunday, February
19 from 12 – 3 p.m. at the Gary M. Arthur Community Center at
Glenwood. This fair provides parents, guardians, grandparents
and child care personnel with a “one stop shop” for information on
camp and summer programs. This is a free event with entertainment for the children. For more information, call 410-313-4840.

Blood Drive
An American Red Cross Blood Drive will take place on Wednesday,
February 15 from 2 – 8 p.m., at Clarksville Middle School. Winter
is one of the more challenging times to schedule enough donors to
meet hospital needs. Contact Vicki Harvey at vickiharvey@remax.
net or call 1-800-RED-CROSS to schedule your donation.

Benefit Day for The Humane League
Great Sage will hold a benefit day on Sunday, February 26 when
ten percent of the daily sales will be donated to the animal welfare
non-profit, The Humane League. For more information, call 443535-9400 or visit www.greatsage.com.

Have a Heart Campaign
Tower Federal Credit Union is holding a campaign in February
to benefit the Johns Hopkins Children’s Center. Stop by Tower’s
branch in the River Hill Village Shopping Center anytime during
the month of February, and for a donation of just $1 or more,

you can write your name or the name of a loved one on a colorful paper heart. Tower’s River Hill branch is open Tuesday and
Wednesday 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Thursday and Friday 9 a.m. to
5:30 p.m., and Saturday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Closed on Mondays.

Casino Night
Owen Brown Community Center will hold a casino night on Saturday, February 11 from 7 – 10 p.m. at the Owen Brown Community Center. Tickets are $20 per person and include casino games,
drinks, chocolate fondue, snacks and prizes. Adults 21 and older
only; space is limited. Call 410-381-0202 for more information.

Gallery Tour Series
On Thursday, February 23, the Columbia Art Center is offering
a facilitated gallery tour to the Washington, DC galleries in the
Dupont Circle Area. The tour is $38 per person and includes the
tour, being driven in a van and a lunch stop at a unique, local
restaurant. The tour will depart from the Columbia Art Center
promptly at 10 a.m. and return by 3:30 p.m. Contact the Columbia Art Center at 410-730-0075 for more information.

Irish Music and Poetry
Howard County Poetry and Literature Society will be offering an
evening of Irish music and poetry on Friday, February 17 at 7:30
p.m. The event will be held at the Smith Theatre at the Horowitz
Center. General Admission tickets are $30 each. Call 443-5184568 or visit www.HoCoPoLitSo.org for more information.

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com
Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

Tower Federal Credit Union
301-497-7000

Everett Jewelers
410-531-7990

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

River Hill Sports Grille
410-531-7900

The UPS Store
410-531-9861

Giant Food
410-531-7831

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

Subway
410-531-7982

Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052

Panda Kitchen
410-531-7866
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AROUND TOWN
What Makes a Great Film?
Professors that teach film courses at Howard Community College
will discuss the genre of film on Wednesday, February 15 at 7 p.m.
at the Columbia Arts Center. The evening discussion promises
to be sheer delight for film buffs! For more information, call the
Columbia Art Center at 410-730-0075 or visit www.ColumbiaArtCenter.org.

Youth Baseball, Softball & Tee Ball
Registration for Western Howard County Youth Baseball & Softball League (WHCYBSL) has begun. Visit www.whcsports.com
for a registration flier or for more information about registration
discounts & FREE clinics. Please note that WHCYBSL does offer a
Columbia/Clarksville section to accommodate residents. Contact
WHCYBSL directly by visiting the ‘League Leadership’ tab located
at www.whcsports.com.

Preschool Fair Rescheduled for March 4
Howard County’s Department of Citizen Services, Office of Children’s Services has announced a new date for their annual Preschool/Child Care Information Fair, “Children On Board” will be
held on Sunday, March 4, 2012, from 1 to 4 p.m. at Ten Oaks
Ballroom, 5000 Signal Bell Lane in Clarksville, Md. Admission is
free; however, attendees are asked to bring a nonperishable food
item to donate to the Howard County Food Bank. For more information about the Fair, contact the Office of Children’s Services
at either 410-313-1940 or via e-mail at childcare@howardcountymd.gov.

For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

Best Treatments Available
Reasonable Fees
Afternoon & Evening Appointments
Consultations are Free
Excellent Results
Super Smiles
The River Hill Village Center
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)
Offering the Best Treatments, including

Free Initial Consultation

410-381-1077
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CLASSIFIEDS
Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting
With Tender Loving Care
Cat & dog visits, dog walking (vacations, middays, overnights).
New client discount. Job openings. Judi Neckritz: (C) 443745-8309, (H) 443-535-8632, jneckritz@comcast.net,www.petsittinginmd.com.

MOMS Club of Clarksville
MOMS Club of Clarksville, a social and support group for stayat-home moms of Clarksville, Columbia-west, Highland, Fulton,
Dayton and Glenelg, offers activities and playgroups. Second
Wednesday of the month at 9:30 AM. For more information, contact momsclubofclarksvillemd@yahoo.com or visit our website at
www.momsclubofclarksvillemd.org.

Heating & Air Conditioning Made Easy
Need your Furnace or Heat Pump or Air Conditioner replaced?
Need a Humidifier or Air Cleaner? Call Donnie at 301-854-9994.
Licensed and Insured. River Hill resident. MD State HVACR
Lic#01-7754.

Maintain Your Property Year Round
Call 21st Century Lawn & Landscaping at 443-370-2470. Our
main services include: professional cuts, mulching, leaf removal
and snow removal. Visit www.21stcenturylawn.com and submit
your info for a free estimate.

Roots Market and Bark! are HIRING!
Why Work at Roots Market and Bark!?

• Work close to home
• Work for a conscientious company
• Make a difference
• Flexible hours
• Have fun
• Discounts
• Full-time and part-time opportunities
To apply, please go to www.consciouscorner.com/jobs or
email your resume to sherreem@rootsmkt.com.

Tutor
One-on-one tutoring tailored to your child’s needs. Specializing in
reading and math. K-5th grade. Experienced teacher. Trained in
Orton Gillingham and phonographix. For more information call
Ginny Ward at 410-992-1885.

Check out the River Hill Community
Association’s Facebook page. “Like Us” to
get valuable information and stay informed
about activities happening in Columbia.

STEPHEN C.FLEMKE, O.D.
NANCY COOPER-GREGORY, O.D.
BETH KARMIOL, O.D.
JOANN JANCZEWSKI, O.D.
• Eyes Examined • Prescriptions Filled
• Large Fashionable frame and sunglass selection including:
Gucci, Ted Baker, Silhouette, Vera Bradley,
Calvin Klein, Coach, Oakley, Seiko, Maui Jim, Prodesign and more
• Contact Lens Fitting, including specialty lenses
• Emergency services available

River Hill Village Center (next to The Columbia Bank)
Clarksville,Maryland 410 531 7920
Hours: Mon 10-8, Tues-Fri, 10-6, Sat. 10-4
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