Claret Hall will be closed
on Monday, Jan. 21 for the
Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday.
Master Gardener seminar:
1/28 Herbs. Details on pg 15.
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Make a New Year’s Resolution
to Be a Good Neighbor
It’s the dawn of a new year, and what
better time to reflect upon your interactions with those who live closest to you:
your neighbors. When is the last time you
even spoke to the people that live on your
street? We all get so wrapped up in our
own lives, our kids’ busy schedules, demanding careers, and other obligations,
that we often lose sight of the importance
of feeling a sense of community in the
place we call home. There are many ways
to be “neighborly,” and we should all make
more of an attempt to be a good neighbor
to others. Here are some suggested ways
to go about it.

Thank these businesses
who support the village
through their advertising.
Columbia Family Eye Care
The Common Kitchen
Kevin Gordon, State Farm
Hilltop Child Care Center
Frank Giarratano, CPA
Kimco Realty
Kumon North America
Shun Lu Re/Max 100
Molly Maid
Mr. Handyman
Northrop Realty
PCF Management
Eileen Nadolski, Private Tutor
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
Eileen Robbins/Long & Foster
Vanguard Orthodontics
Westerlund/LeReve Real Estate
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.
Harry Witzke Funeral Home

Have you ever thought about
those unique cluster mailboxes found throughout River Hill
and the rest of Columbia’s villages? They were a novel concept in
the late 1960’s and early 1970’s
when Columbia was in its infancy
and expecting a population boom.
The postmaster in Ellicott City,
Mr. Henry Lester Long, Jr., was
charged with revising the county’s mail system and believed that
cluster mailboxes — in which the
mail for a dozen or more homes is
placed in separate boxes of a large,
centrally located mailbox — would
allow neighbors to mingle and become friendly with each other as
they retrieved their mail each day.
Maybe the next time you’re at the
Continued on Page 8

These sister santas get a nod of approval from St. Nick!

Teen Talk Makes its Debut
The association is pleased to announce
the debut of a new column entitled Teen
Talk which appears in this issue of The Villager. This column will be written by local
teens for teens, as well as other interested readers, and will be appearing every
other month. For several years the association has wanted to broaden the newsletter’s relevance and readership. Therefore,
we were delighted when Ashley Chen, a
senior at River Hill High School and a
member of the association’s Teen Advisory Committee (TAC), expressed interest
in contributing to a teen-related column.
Miss Chen will work in collaboration with
association staff to identify topics of interest and develop content. There is much we
can learn from our local high schoolers.

They have an abundance of energy, great
ideas, a wide range of interests and talents, and are involved in many school and
non-school activities. Teen Talk will provide an opportunity for teens to share information about what they are doing and
what is of importance to them. The column will also highlight the TAC’s accomplishments and upcoming events. Please
check out the inaugural Teen Talk article
on page 10. We think you’ll enjoy it!
Teens who have an idea for a column
and/or an interest in writing an article
should contact Jennifer Lynott, the association’s Communications Coordinator at
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org or 410531-1749.

Direct: 410.921.2027
Office: 410.531.0321
NorthropRealty.com

WILLOW POND $1,650,000
6517HeatherGlenWay.com

PINDELL WOODS $1,400,000
7028MeanderingStreamWay.com

HIGHLAND MEADOWS $1,150,000
13317LongLeafDrive.com

THE BIRCHES $1,125,000
10108PastureGateLane.com

HARPERS CHOICE $1,100,000
11553ManorstoneLane.com

CLARKSVILLE $959,000
13505-SilentLakeDrive.com

MAPLE LAWN $900,000
7804EarlyMorningStreet.com

WATERFORD $875,000
13213WestmeathLane.com

HIGHLAND $825,000
12720LimeKilnRoad.com

GREENE FIELDS $800,000
6552PrestwickDrive.com

KALMIA FARMS $750,000
5205KalmiaDrive.com

WINCOPIA FARMS $689,900
1001FennelWay.com

RIVER HILL $620,000
6440MorningTimeLane.com

HOBBITS GLEN $600,000
11311BuckleberryPath.com

HICKORY RIDGE $579,000
6205AshtonParkCourt.com

KINGS CONTRIVANCE $525,000
9505NightsongLane.com

FIELDSTONE $4475,000
5908PerfectCalmCourt.com

LONGREACH $420,000
6184ProphecyPlace.com

LONGREACH $394,000
9116FlamepoolWay.com

VILLAS OF RIVER HILL $325,000
5800ClipperLane301.com
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 410-531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday
9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m.–Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.
Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org
Covenant Advisor:
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org
Facility Coordinator:
Eudene Rossi, facilities@villageofriverhill.org
Communications Coordinator:
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Events Coordinator:
Leslie McDermott, events@villageofriverhill.org

RIVER HILL BOARD
Harjeet Jandu, Vice Chair. . . . janduharjeet@icloud.com
Matthew Levine. . . . . . . . . . . . goofylevine@outlook.com
Angela Ling. . . . . . . . . . . . riverhill.sunshine@gmail.com
Tony Miceli. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . mathman2121@gmail.com
Dalia Shlash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . dalia.shlash@gmail.com
Richard Thomas, Chair . . . . . richthomas.rh@verizon.net
Adam White. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  djadamwhite@gmail.com
Yamini Ananth (Student Committee)
Cindy Tian (Student Committee)

Board Highlights . . .
December 3, 2018
• Interviewed the following applicants for the River Hill Columbia
Council Representative position: James Kirk, Michael Cornell,
Renee DuBois and Dipper Wettstein. Applicants Matthew Levine
and Adam White were unable to attend.
• Appointed Renee DuBois as River Hill’s Columbia Council Representative for the term ending April 30, 2019.
December 10, 2018
• Heard from Peter Ward (Winter Grain Path) regarding property
maintenance issues.
• Received the annual update from Boy Scouts and members of
the adult leadership team from Troop 618. Troop 618 is chartered by the River Hill Community Association.
• Agreed to maintain Boy Scout Troop 618 as an all-boy troop
and not offer a troop for girls at this time.
• Appointed Matthew Levine to the Board of Directors for the term
ending April 30, 2018.
• Approved the association’s FY19 2nd Quarter Financial Statements and variance analysis.
• Approved the association’s IRS 990 and 990T for FY18.
• Executive Session held: potential litigation and personnel matters.
• Minutes Approved: November 5, 2018 and December 3, 2018.

Board Meeting Schedule
All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River Hill Village Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday
prior to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you have written material you would like the Board to review, please drop it
by the village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All
approved minutes are available for review at the village office
and on the association’s website. For additional information,
please contact the village office. (Contact info at left.)

NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: January 7 and February 4 at 7 p.m. Please visit www.villageofriverhill.
org to view the Board Meeting Agendas & Minutes.

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Renee DuBois. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Renee.DuBois@ca-board.org
or 443-686-0702

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com
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Council Corner:

Looking Forward to Advocating
for the Community
I am honored to have been appointed as the Columbia Council Representative from the Village of River Hill and elected to the
Board of Directors of the Columbia Association. I will be concentrating my efforts on three primary areas; representing the
concerns of my neighbors in the village, improving Columbia Association’s impact on the environment, and fiscal responsibility. It
is my intention to be a careful listener of my village neighbors, to
completely understand their concerns, and to be an active advocate for their causes. If you or your neighbors have a concern, it
is imperative to contact me by phone or email to discuss the matter at your earliest convenience. In return, I am asking each of you
to become involved in school, village, or other local organization
activities. Let’s make River Hill Village and Columbia a nurturing
community for our children to grow and our families to prosper.
Renee DuBois
River Hill Representative to the Columbia Council
and Columbia Association Board of Directors
Email: Renee.DuBois@ca-board.org
Phone: 443-686-0702
Disclaimer: This column only represents Ms. DuBois’ personal
opinion. It does not represent the River Hill Board of Directors nor the
Columbia Association’s Board.

Election Committee Forming
Village elections will be held on Saturday, April 27, and the
Association needs volunteers to serve on the Election Committee.
Committee members oversee the voting process including updating the election procedures, validating the nomination petitions,
organizing a Candidates Forum when there is a contested election,
and staffing the polls and counting the ballots on election day. Volunteering for this committee is a short-term commitment and an
excellent way to learn more about the community. Members of the
Association eligible to vote in the election may serve. Are you interested? Contact Susan Smith at manager@villageofriverhill.org
or 410-531-1749 for more information.

Your Village Staff
wishes you a very
Happy New Year. Please
stop in and say hello at
Claret Hall in 2019.
Cla Now
rks Op
ville en
Com in
mo
ns

Orthodontics for Adolescents, Children, and Adults
Offering the latest in orthodontic
technology including Invisalign,
Invisalign Teen, and esthetic
(clear) braces.
Free initial consultation,
evening hours available.

Offices in

Clarksville and Maple Lawn

410-381-1077
www.VanguardSmiles.com

Drs. Byron & David Bonebreak, Board Certified Orthodontists
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Board Fills Open Positions

New to the
Neighborhood?
We’re Glad
You’re Here!
Please come in to Claret Hall
to introduce yourself, pick up a
Welcome Packet and small gift. We
have lots of information to help you
get acquainted with the community.
Welcome Packets and gifts are for
River Hill CPRA-assessed properties
only. Not sure? Call 410-531-1749 or
visit www.villageofriverhill.org.

At a Special Meeting on December 3, the River Hill Board of Directors (RHBOD) appointed Renee DuBois to fill the village’s Columbia Council Representative position. Prior to her appointment
to this position, Ms. DuBois served on the association’s Board
of Directors since May 2017 and was chairperson of its Development Advisory Committee. She has undergraduate degrees in
Urban Planning and Political Science from the University of Maryland College Park and a Master’s in Business Administration from
Johns Hopkins University. Ms. DuBois has lived in Columbia
for 15 years, has children who have been involved in Columbia’s
aquatics community, and utilizes the sport and fitness facilities
operated by the Columbia Association. Ms. DuBois was elected
to the Columbia Association’s Board of Directors on December 13
and will serve in this capacity through April 2019.
At their regularly scheduled meeting on Monday, December 10,
the RHBOD appointed River Hill resident Matthew Levine to fill the
position vacated by Ms. DuBois. Mr. Levine has lived in the Pointers Run neighborhood for approximately 12 years and he and his
wife have two children. He has significant experience as a staffing
director and manager for a pool company. As a business owner
and lead software developer, Mr. Levine has managed employees
and very large budgets. Residents may know Mr. Levine from the
two Facebook groups he manages: Village of River Hill Happenings
and Howard County School Support.
Please welcome Ms. DuBois and Mr. Levine to their new roles
working on behalf of the community. Feel free to reach out to them
directly with your ideas and concerns (contact information provided on page 3).

Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

Giant Food
410-531-7831

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

GNC
410-531-1426

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

River Hill Sports
Grille
410-531-7900

Tower Federal
Credit Union
301-497-7000

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052

Nouvel Nail Spa
443-535-8866

Subway
410-531-7982

Visit our new website
riverhill.shopkimco.com

The UPS Store
410-531-9861
Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860
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Top 1% of Realtors Nationwide
A Resident of Clarksville

Call TODAY at
(410) 440-7738 for a
FREE home evaluation!
 Shun Lu, Ph.D. REALTOR®

Unparalleled Quality —
 Every Listing Sold Fast & For Top Dollar
!
JUST LISTED

L PRICE
SOLD FOR FUL

SOLD

RIVER HILL $330,000

5900 Whale Boat Drive, Clarksville

RIVER HILL $800,000

RIVER HILL $355,000

6100 Eternal Ocean Place

5800 Clipper Lane, #102

YS
SOLD IN 5 DA

EK
SOLD IN 1 WE

$716k (Above list!)
6533 Ballymore Lane, Clarksville

Thinking of buying
a new construction house?
Please check ShunLuTeam.com
for Shun’s article
“Buying a New Home: a Process of
Creating Beauty and Value”
Tips for Saving Big in Building
Your Dream Home!

RIVER HILL $665k (Above list!)
12112 Flowing Water Trail, Clarksville

SOLD IN 4 DAYS

SOLD IN 4 DAYS

SOLD

SOLD IN 9 DAYS

River Hill $702,000

$750,000
Above Full Price

RIVER HILL
5920 Mystic Ocean Ln. #A4
Sold for $529,000

RIVER HILL SCHOOLS
6304 River Hill Overlook Dr.
Clarksville. $985,000

6212 Waving Willow Path
Clarksville

2312 Calvin Circle, Ellicott City

Why List Your Home with Shun Lu?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A pro-active selling approach.
Attention to details throughout the entire selling process.
Thorough market analysis & careful planning for a highly effective strategy.
Professional home staging at no extra cost to you.
Professional photography & color brochures.
Bilingual online & print advertising including social media campaigns.
Wider networks for real and qualified buyers.
EVERY listing sold fast and for top dollar!

100
Shun Lu, Ph.D, Realtor
410-440-7738 (c)
410.730.6100 (o)
ShunLu@ReMax.net
ShunLuTeam.com

Development Updates

Staff Report will be available for review online two weeks prior to
the hearing date.

Erickson Living Continuing Care Retirement Community
Representatives from Erickson Living Properties II, LLC will
provide an update to the Association’s Board of Directors at their
regularly scheduled meeting on January 7. Erickson Living has
submitted the petition to amend the zoning (ZB-118M) to create the Community Enhancement Floating zone (CEF-M) needed
to build their continuing care retirement community (CCRC) in
Clarksville. Erickson Living will share changes they have made to
the plan since July 2018. The Planning Board will review the petition early in 2019 and will make a recommendation to the Zoning
Board. Once the Planning Board meeting date is announced, the
association will notify the community via its various communication tools. The Department of Planning and Zoning’s Technical

Robinson Overlook
The Environmental Concept Plan (ECP-19-005) for the Robinson Overlook mixed income, multi-family rental housing development on Grace Drive was approved by the County’s Department
of Planning and Zoning (DPZ) in December 2018. The developer’s
next step is to submit the Site Development Plan (SDP). The association has learned that the Planning Board must hold a public
hearing on the SDP. This will provide an additional opportunity
for members of the public to provide input. River Hill residents
have raised a variety of questions regarding this project and are
encouraged to contact DPZ at 410-313-2350. Residents may also
review the plans in person at DPZ (George Howard Building, 3430
Court House Drive, Ellicott City). Questions about school capacities should be directed to Jeff Bronow, Chief, Research Division, DPZ at 410-313-4370 and Renee Kamen, Manager, Office of
School Planning, Howard County Public School System at 410313-7184.

Stay Connected!
In addition to The Villager, the River Hill Community Association has a
number of ways to keep you updated about the community.
Website: www.villageofriverhill.org
Facebook: River Hill Community Association/Claret Hall
Twitter: @RHCAClarksville
Email List: To sign up, text
CLARETHALL to 22828

River Hill Square
The SDP (SDP-18-044) for the River Hill Square commercial
redevelopment project, on the site of the former River Hill Garden
Center, has been found by the county to be technically complete.
The developer’s request for an easement (F-18-099) to re-align
Sheppard Lane for the project has also been deemed to be technically complete. The developer plans to begin demolition of the garden center and former Kendall home in approximately 60 days,
following the completion of various administrative and financing
related tasks.
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Good Neighbor, from page 1
mailbox and another neighbor is walking toward you, instead of
turning away and walking off, take a minute to say, “Hello. Happy
New Year,” or some other nicety. It takes very little effort, but it
creates a feeling of friendliness that will long be remembered.
In your hectic daily living, perhaps you often go straight from
the car into the house without noticing the overall condition and
appearance of your property. Did you know that during FY18, the
River Hill Community Association processed 152 complaints —
an increase of 37.5% over the previous year? Tree topping, illegal
street tree trimming, speeding, inconsiderate parking, unapproved
alterations, encroachment into Columbia Association Open Space,
unmaintained properties are among the most frequent complaints
reported to the River Hill Community Association (RHCA). The village is now over 25 years old in many parts; when is the last time
any maintenance was done to your property? Have you walked
around the entire house and examined the yard, siding, and other
structures recently? Have you noticed the stains on your siding,
missing shutters, chipping or missing paint, rotten wood? What
about those unpruned bushes and shrubs, a dead tree, torn
screens, soiled driveways and walkways? These are the kinds of
questions you should be asking yourself. Make a resolution to be
a good neighbor and stop ignoring the condition of your property. Your neighbors will appreciate it, and you’ll help to maintain
a high-quality residential neighborhood by simply taking care of
some basic maintenance items.
Over the next few months in upcoming issues of The Villager,
Eva Lambright, the Covenant Advisor, will provide specific information about the most common types of complaints and concerns
received by RHCA. The bottom line is, when in doubt, call RHCA
at 410-531-1749. Any changes to your house or lot that change
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the exterior look of the house from when it was purchased must
be reviewed by the Architectural Committee. The only exception is
maintenance and repairs that don’t involve any color and/or style
changes. Each property owner should have a copy of the Architectural Covenants and Guidelines, which is provided at closing
when a property is purchased. Additional copies are available at
Claret Hall for a fee. For reference, covenant information can be
accessed on the Association’s website at www.villageofriverhill.org

Help Wanted! Newsletter
Carriers for The Villager

The River Hill Community Association is
looking for a few more newsletter carriers
to deliver The Villager once a month.
Candidates should be between
the ages of 10-17, residents of
the village, and responsible.
Send a brief letter of interest including
your contact info and address to
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org.

under the Covenants tab.
Stay tuned for helpful information in The Villager each month
complete with photos, diagrams and explanations of what is permitted by the covenants and examples of common maintenance
issues to address.
With nearly 2,000 properties and approximately 6,000 residents, the Village of River Hill has plenty of opportunity for its residents to be good neighbors. Make it your resolution for 2019 to do
the right thing and be neighborly!

Returns and Exchanges: Know
Store Policies and Your Rights
One of the great joys of the holiday season is finding and giving the “perfect” gift to a loved one. But it’s a fact of life that, despite our best efforts, sometimes the gift isn’t so perfect after all.
Maybe the shirt doesn’t fit right, the coffee maker arrives broken,
your little one already has a singing Elmo doll; the list could go
on and on. You may find yourself in the unfortunate situation of
having to return or exchange a gift you bought for someone else
or received yourself. Here are some tips on helping this transaction go smoothly.
Regardless of how you are purchasing a gift, check the merchant’s exchange and return policies. Maryland law is pretty
standard regarding refund and exchange policies for traditional
brick-and-mortar shops. Online purchases have a variety of different return and exchange policies. Here are the basics:
• Retailers are allowed to set whatever policy they like for returns

or exchanges (including no refunds or exchanges), as long as it
posts the policy in writing or prints it on the receipt. It’s a good
idea to always ask for a receipt or a copy of the retailer’s policy
when making a gift purchase.
• If a store does allow refunds for purchases, it may also set
whatever policies it chooses (limitations on number of returns,
how long a customer has to make a return, a restocking fee,
etc.), again, as long as the policy is disclosed in writing prior to
the purchase being made.
• What if the store has no policy posted in the store or on the
receipt? Refunds and exchanges should be allowed within a
reasonable time frame as long as the product is still in good
working order. Still, it’s best to ask the merchant before making the purchase.
• Broken or defective item? Merchants are required to repair the
item, replace it, or give you a refund—regardless of the store’s
return policy. (Make sure you tell them the item is broken or
defective.)
Gift-givers should remember that recipients may need to return or exchange items themselves. Just to be on the safe side, try
to obtain a gift receipt or give the original receipt to the recipient.
For online purchases, you should check for the merchant’s
website for its exchange and return policy, including whether
there are limitations on exchanges and returns, or whether there
is a restocking fee and whether you are required to pay return
shipping.
To best protect your options, keep records of your purchase
and shipping slips, and have the contact information for customer service handy in case there is a problem.
This information was provided by Maryland’s Consumer Protection
Division.
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Teen Talk
Science in Society Conference
The 2018 Howard County Science in Society Conference was
held on December 3 at River Hill High School. In its 4th year, the
conference is run as a non-profit by students from all over Howard
County. As a collaborative effort, the conference opens its doors to
the entire county, with approximately 230 attendees this year.
While Science in Society may seem exclusive by name, there
are no prerequisites to participate. All a student needs to bring is
their own curiosity for STEM subjects. The conference has contributed to many students receiving research opportunities in a
variety of fields, such as engineering, medicine, cybersecurity,
business, and more. Organizations represented at the event include NASA, NIH, and NSA. Speakers presented their work to an
attentive audience of local high schoolers and the greater community, via small workshops as well as one-on-one conversations.
These interactions often lead to internship opportunities, sometimes even on the spot, for local students, which are an important
first step for students to get the exposure needed to explore potential future careers.
The 2018 conference was a huge success. Thank you to all
the organization participants, the students who attended, and
for the continued support of the community. If students wish to
have their personal organizations attend the conference as booths,
please email scienceinsocietycommittee@gmail.com. Or if students are looking for leadership opportunities, applications for the
Executive Board come out in the spring. Thank you for another
great year, and we hope to see you all again at the next conference!
If you’re looking for another event for teens, and all other ages,
then look no further than Claret Hall for the Teen Advisory Committee’s (TAC) next “No School Day BINGO” event on Tuesday,
February 5 from 1-3 p.m. Come for an afternoon of fun with your
friends and win some prizes. Snacks will be provided. Play 15
games for $3 per person (pay at the door). Pre-registration is requested. Call 410-531-1749 or email events@villageofriverhill.org.

The Association is updating its snow
shovelers and snow blower list. This list
is provided to residents inquiring about
assistance with snow removal. If you are
interested in being included, call 410-5311749 or email newsletter@villageofriverhill.
org with your contact information.
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Watershed Tip

A Year of Protecting Our
Watershed

April: Pleasant weather means more walks, so be sure to pick up after your dog
— all year round. Dog poop on the ground is a pile of pathogens waiting to cause
problems. Left to decompose on yards and pathways, it seeps into the soil and
washes into our streams and rivers or, gulp, drinking water sources. Look for petwaste stations along River Hill paths.

Turns out our monthly tips
add up to a handy guidebook
with steps everyone can take to
protect our watershed. What better way to start the year than
to review the basics. True, we
can’t start with a clean slate, as
it were. Our waterways are in a
heap of trouble, thanks to runoff from pavement, roofs and other
hard surfaces. But we can commit to taking simple steps to reduce and even reverse the damage to our waterways and, by extension, our health.
Here’s a calendar for 2019. Our online version at www.villageofriverhill.org/watershed, will include links to the original tips.
As always, we’ll also post a link to this tip on Facebook.

May: Check your downspouts. If they exit onto pavement, rain won’t be absorbed
into the ground. Instead, the rainwater will be “wasted,” sent directly down the
storm drains and on to streams and rivers. All this speeding stormwater causes
erosion along streambanks. Making matters worse, that rushing rainwater picks up
pollutants along the way, including oil, gasoline, fertilizer, pesticides and pet waste.

January: Recycle your Christmas tree. Howard County’s Merry Mulch program
keeps thousands of trees out of the landfill and turns them into compost and mulch.
Put your unadorned tree at the curb for pickup or take it to Kendall Hardware.

September: If you aren’t already composting food scraps with the Green Bin, order
a free one from Howard County at 410-313-6444.

February: Instead of salt – listed in the ingredients as sodium chloride – please
use a de-icer that is less harmful to our waterways and friendlier to pets and other
creatures. A safer de-icer for plants and waterways is magnesium chloride. Better
yet: Clear walkways and driveways first and you can often skip the de-icer. NEVER
use fertilizer as a de-icer.
March: Make a plan to replace some of your lawn with beautiful and beneficial
native plants. Consider applying for a grant to install a rain garden. Once the
weather turns mild, place mulch in a ring around the base of trees instead of
building a tree-killing mulch volcano. Also watch for notices about our Pull & Plants
and Stream Cleanups.

June: Cut your lawn deep (keep it 3 to 4 inches tall), leave clippings in place and
don’t apply fertilizer without first testing the soil. (Get a free soil test bag from Claret
Hall.) Make sure your lawn-care contractor follows these guidelines, too.
July: Celebrate #PlasticFreeJuly by taking the pledge to avoid single-use plastic,
including plastic water bottles, bags, straws, cups, utensils. Our waterways are
filled with plastic debris, so much so that it’s ending up even in our drinking water.
August: Let the lawn hibernate when the summer turns hot and dry. Watering and
adding fertilizer only encourages summer crabgrass and other weeds. If you’ve
followed the June guidelines, the grass will have deep roots and manage just fine.

October: Don’t blow those leaves away with polluting leaf blowers. Instead, mow
and mulch leaves to create free food for your yard and gardens.
November: To avoid fatbergs and plumber emergencies, always place Fats, Oil and
Grease (FOG) in the garbage bin, not down the drain. Also, the black-out phase for
fertilizer starts Nov. 16 and runs through March.
December: Take a moment to appreciate the gifts of a clean watershed: filtering
and storing water, filtering air, storing carbon, forming soil, and providing recreation
and food.

Happy New Year to all. We hope to see you at our events.

Watershed Moments
• Saturday, March 30: We need YOU for the River Hill spring
clean-up. Stay-tuned for details.
• Saturday, April 6, and Sunday, April 7: Join us as at the River
Hill outdoor pool parking lot as we build our first oyster-reef
balls. These concrete structures will eventually be dropped in
the Chesapeake Bay and become home for generations of oysters that filter pollution from the water – about 50 gallons per
day each. Then help us plant a rain garden in the bioretention facility that Columbia Association built in place of the old
stormwater drain. This rain garden of native plants and flowers
will help slow the flow of rushing rainwater, attract pollinators,
and beautify the River Hill pool.

Did you know?
Claret Hall is often the place where found items get
turned in and people who have lost items claim them.
If you find something, bring it by.
If you’ve lost something, call us! 410-531-1749.
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School News
Clarksville Middle Named
Maryland Blue Ribbon School
The Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) announced that Clarksville Middle School is one of six Maryland
public schools to receive the State’s Blue Ribbon award for 20182019. The school was also recognized with this honor in 20052006, and as a National Blue Ribbon School in 2006.
The Blue Ribbon Schools Program is a state and national program that recognizes and honors schools that exhibit high performance and/or significant improvement in reading and mathematics
as measured by Maryland assessments.
Clarksville Middle School recently received a five out of five star
rating from the new MSDE 2017-2018 School Report Card, which
looks at factors such as academic achievement, rate of chronic
absenteeism and access to a well-rounded curriculum. On state
tests, 84.5 percent of Clarksville Middle School students scored as
proficient or higher in math and 85.4 percent of students in En-

Classes in River Hill
Bollywood Cardio (Claret Hall)

glish Language Arts.
Other Howard County schools earning Blue Ribbon honors in
prior years include Centennial Lane, Clarksville, Manor Woods
and Waterloo elementary schools, Burleigh Manor, Ellicott Mills,
Folly Quarter, Hammond and Lime Kiln middle schools, and River
Hill High School.
Maryland Blue Ribbon Schools go on to compete for National
Blue Ribbon awards, which will be announced by the U.S. Department of Education next fall.

Class of 2019 Graduation
Window Announced
HCPSS has confirmed the window for the 2019 high school
graduations. Commencement ceremonies will take place at Merriweather Post Pavilion between May 20–31, 2019. Specifically, ceremonies will be held between Monday, May 20 and Friday, May
24, and Tuesday, May 28 and Friday, May 31.
HCPSS has made this early announcement to enable planning
by parents, students, schools and community members. Specific
dates and times of each school’s graduation ceremony will be provided after Merriweather finalizes its concert schedule, historically in the early spring.

M ongoing		
7:30-8:30 p.m.
For details and registration, call 301-455-4564 or send an
email to neetu_gupta@hotmail.com.

Chinese Wushu (Meeting Room)
Tu ongoing
5-6 p.m.
Sat ongoing
10-11 a.m.
Call 240-247-7048 or email uscwi@uschinesewushu.com.

GOSU Martial Arts (Meeting Room)
Mon/Wed/Th ongoing
6-9 p.m.
For information or to register, email GOSUmartialarts@gmail.
com or call 240-678-3854.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
Wed ongoing
10-10:45 a.m.
Th ongoing
10-10:45 a.m.
For information visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com or call
301-758-0304.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
7:30-8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Zumba (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. classes.
Call 410-245-5900 or email msmarialk@gmail.com to register.
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Kevin W. Gordon
Agent

5570 Sterret Place Suite 202
Columbia, MD 21044-2649
Bus 443-542-5230
Fax 442-979-7707
www.agentkg.com
kevin@agentkg.com
The best compliment you can give is a referral.

School News
Clarksville Elementary School
Recycles Ink & Toner
Help earn money for Clarksville Elementary School’s technology supplies! They will recycle your new or used ink or toner while
helping to earn money for the school at the same time. Ink cartridges and toner can be new or used, expired or in-date, from
your home or your office. They will take it all. This recycling effort
is on-going, so send them anytime throughout the school year.
Please drop items off in the main office and label them for Mrs.
Volker. Questions can be directed to Eileen_Volker@hcpss.org.

Road to Kindergarten
Workshops
Do you have a child who will be 5 years old by September 1,
2019? Information sessions about kindergarten in the Howard
County Public School System (HCPSS) are being offered in January.
At the workshop, attendees will learn:
• Expectations for school readiness (and receive a Ready for Kindergarten toolkit).
• Details about the kindergarten program.
• Information about HCPSS kindergarten registration.

• Ways that families and children can be supported during the
transition to kindergarten.
Sessions are designed for adults only. Child care is available for children ages 2 and older. Doors will open at 6 p.m. to
allow time for parking, child care drop off, and check-in. Sessions
begin promptly at 6:30. Large crowds are anticipated, so please
allow yourself ample time.
All sessions will be held from 6:30-7:30 p.m. No registration is
required. Dates for the sessions are listed below:
• Wednesday, January 23 at Oakland Mills High School, 9410
Kilimanjaro Road, Columbia
• Thursday, January 24 at Centennial High School, 4300 Centennial Lane, Ellicott City
• Wednesday, January 30 at Hammond High School, 8800 Guilford Road, Columbia
If Howard County public schools are closed for inclement
weather, that day’s session is canceled.

All-County Improv Show
The public is invited to attend a night of improv comedy on
Tuesday, January 8 at 7 p.m. at Howard Community College’s
Horowitz Center Smith Theater. The 24-member troupe is comprised of two students from each HCPSS high school. There is a
$5 suggested donation at the door. Email ltobiason@hcpss.org
with any questions.
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Architectural News
RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION & DEADLINE
Submit Application By

For Meeting On

Next Meeting

December 28, 2018

January 16, 2019

January 16, 2019

January 18, 2019

February 6, 2019

February 1, 2019

February 20, 2019

February 15, 2019

March 6, 2019

Pending
6404 Sundown Trail
6329 Morning Time Lane
12132 Sunlit Water Way

March 1, 2019

March 20, 2019

AC Decisions

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

Fence Style Change/Addition
Tree Removals
Water Remediation

Fridays by 12 Noon

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and recommendation meetings age generally held at 7:30 p.m. at Claret Hall. The sign-in sheet is available at 7 p.m. and applications
are reviewed in the order that applicants sign in. Applicants
should bring any supplemental documentation, application
amendments, or additional information that the RAC may have
requested. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review
meeting.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior alterations as well as for in-home businesses can be obtained online at
www.villageofriverhill.org under Covenants in the menu bar; or
at Claret Hall. Agendas are published in the Villager when the
publication schedule permits. RAC meeting agendas are posted
at the Village office and on the website.
Please allow 5-6 weeks for the entire application process.
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December 19, 2018
Approved with Condition
5908 Hay Boat Court

Tree Removals

December 5, 2018
Approved
6116 Rippling Tides Terrace

Shed

November 21, 2018
Approved with Condition
6486 South Wind Circle

Walkway, French Drain

Architectural News
Disapproved
12132 Sunlit Water Way

Water Remediation

November 7, 2018
Approved
6389 Grateful Heart Gate
6512 Waving Tree Court

Tree Removals
Tree Removals

FAST TRACK DECISIONS
Approved
6108 Rippling Tides Terrace
6561 River Run
		
5809 White Pebble Path
6542 River Run
		
6325 Daring Prince Way

Tree Removal
Color Change: Front Door,
Shutters
Tree Removal
Color Change: Front Door,
Shutters
Tree Removal

January 2019 • The River Hill Villager • 15

AROUND TOWN
Child Care & Preschool Information Fair
Sun., Jan. 27, 1-4 p.m., Ten Oaks Ballroom, 5000 Signal Bell
Lane, Clarksville. Get the latest information on family child care,
preschools, summer camps, school-age programs, child care centers, infant programs, play groups, co-op nursery schools and
much more at the annual “Children on Board” fair. Each hour,
Parents as Teachers will present a brief, informational session on
how to choose an early childhood program. Free admission; donation of non-perishable food item or unopened package of diapers
to benefit the Howard County Food Bank is requested. More information available at children@howardcountymd.gov or by calling
410-313-1940.

Columbia Community Exchange
Coffee Social
Wed., Jan. 9, 10-11:30 a.m., The Barn, 5853 Robert Oliver Place
in the Oakland Mills Village Center, Columbia. Celebrate 2019
with coffee, donuts and time bankers. Sponsored by the Columbia
Community Exchange which provides an opportunity for neighbors to help neighbors through the mutual exchange of everyday services. Time banking is a way to share skills. Whether you
are lending a hand or getting help, this form of giving and receiving builds strong support networks throughout the community. The program is free and open to all who live, work and play in
Columbia and greater Howard County. Bring a friend, ideas for
exchanges, and a treat to share. RSVPs appreciated by calling
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410-884-6121 or emailing ColumbiaExchange@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Latin American Fiesta - New Year’s
Celebration Concert
Sun., Jan. 13, 7 p.m., First Evangelical Lutheran Church, 3604
Chatham Road, Ellicott City. Featuring Ronald Mutchnik as Conductor for a New Year’s celebration with classical and popular Latin-American favorites including tangos, sambas, rhumbas, bossa
novas and other Latin-American inspired creations. Performed
by the Howard County Concert Orchestra. This multi-media performance also includes dancers from Dance Connections, Inc., a
special video presentation of scenes from Latin America, and a
reception featuring Latin American cuisine. Details and tickets
available at www.hococo.org. Adults $25; Students (age 18-24)
$12.

Baltimore Job Fair
Tues., Jan. 15, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Sheraton Columbia Town Center
Hotel, 10207 Wincopin Circle, Columbia. Open the doors of opportunity when you meet and interview with hiring managers at
companies ranging from small local businesses on up to Fortune
500 corporations. This career fair will allow you to learn about the
businesses that are hiring and what their hiring needs are. Tired
of sending your resume over the web to get no responses back? By

AROUND TOWN
attending this event, you will be able to meet directly with the hiring managers and get instant feedback on your resume and possibly even get hired on the spot. Free. Register at www.eventbrite.
com/e/baltimore-job-fair.

Jazz at the Lake Concert
Sat., Jan. 19, 7:30 p.m., Jim Rouse Theatre, 5460 Trumpeter
Road, Columbia. The 14th annual Jazz at the Lake concert features Brazilian guitarist Chico Pinheiro. Pinheiro will play with
Alex Brown on piano, Zach Brown on bass and Eric Doob on
drums. The award-winning Wilde Lake High School Jazz Ensemble will open the show and perform one piece with the guest

artists. Tickets $20/adult and $10/student. Golden Opportunities passes are not valid for this special concert. To purchase
tickets, visit www.instantseats.com. For more information, contact WildeLakeJazz@gmail.com or 410-997-2070.

Senior Social and Dance
Tues., Feb. 5, 1:30-4 p.m., Kahler Hall, 5440 Old Tucker Row,
Harper’s Choice Village Center, Columbia. Dust off your dancing
shoes for an afternoon of music, food and fun. The event includes
dancing, DJ, door prizes, raffles, savory snacks and sweet treats.
For ages 55 and older. $20 per person. Call 410-884-6121 or email
CommunityExchange@ColumbiaAssociation.org to purchase tickets (all sales final). Snow date: Wed., Feb. 6, 1:30-4 p.m.

Learn to Cook the Cuisine of Columbia’s
Sister City of Cap-Haitien, Haiti
Fri., Feb. 8, 6-9 p.m., Claret Hall in River Hill, 6020 Daybreak
Circle, Clarksville. Explore the culture and cuisine of Columbia’s
sister city of Cap-Haitien, Haiti. Learn to cook the classic dishes of Haitian Creole cuisine, a blend of French, African, Spanish
and native Taino influences. Enjoy the food prepared following a
demonstration by a Haitian chef. For more information, please
contact Laura Smit, program manager for CA’s International Exchange and Multicultural Programs, at 410-715-3162 or International@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Frank J. Giarratano, CPA
4237 Red Bandana Way
Ellicott City, MD 21042
Office: 443 283 2083
Cell: 410 207 8807
FAX: 443 283 1407
Web Site: FJGCPA.com
Email: Frank.Giarratano@FJGCPA.com

Tax, Accounting and Payroll Services
Individual Tax
Small Business Tax
Payroll Tax Returns
Complete Payroll Services
New Business Set-up
Tax Collection Issues

Bookkeeping Services		
Obamacare Tax Issues
Nanny Tax
Electronic Filing of Tax Returns
Electronic Payment of Taxes
Tax Audit Representation

Credit Cards & PayPal Accepted

Former Internal Revenue Service Agent
Certified Public Accountant in Maryland and New York
Member: American Institute of Certified Public Accountants
Member: Maryland Association of Certified Public Accountants
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COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS
Snow Removal

Tutor

Same day service with no contracts. Plow, shovel and snow throwers utilized for your needs. Minimum service fee $85 and up. Call
443-472-2887. www.MDJunkhauling.com.

Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder, High Functioning Autism, Advocate; all ages (K-12); specializing in organizational skills, study skills, time management, reading/writing
process, reading skills, all with application to content material at
any level. SAT/ACT reading and English areas. Background: Special Education Coordinator for school based programs. Howard
County resident. 301-922-6827 or email InsightsEd@gmail.com.

Save this Ad – Home & Yard Services
Leaf removal, Landscape, Tree/Shrub, Roof, Gutter, Brick/Wood,
Fence, Patio/Step, Drainage, Paint, Chimney, Floodlight bulbs,
Demolition, Mailbox, Shed repair, Pressure-wash House/Deck.
*Whole house clean-out to Sell or Rent. Call Mike 410-290-9728.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant
Service, handles life’s time-consuming tasks including errand running, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771,
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting
“Our Passion is Your Pets”
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact:
www.PetSittinginMd.com; 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support including Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more.
Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com
or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Snow
Shovelers

NAME

ADDRESS		 PHONE NO.

Sydney Ash**

Autumn Wind Circle

678-780-9662

Alyza Berson

Swift Current Way

443-812-5742

Mycah Berson

Swift Current Way

443-812-5791

Jennifer Bleakney

Waving Tree Court

410-531-5391

Paige Cohen 		

240-470-6158

Giuliana Del Buono

Distant Thunder Trail

410-707-3430 (c)

Jonathon DiPietro*

Leaves of Grass Court

410-531-1343

Kyla Clark

Great Star Drive

301-332-0370

Molly Farrell

Tall Timber Drive

443-995-7330

Charlotte Farris

Radiant Gleam Way

410-300-7060

Murphy Freal **

Fleets of Time Court

410-935-7145

Abii Gannon

White Marble Court

240-383-6527

Casey Greenberg

Fairest Dream Lane

410-531-0331

Alma Hagstrom**

Morning Time Lane

667-786-2080

Lina Hassan

Gentle Light Lane

667-231-5605

Cedar Kennedy**

Countless Stars Run

443-805-7581

Dani Krause **

Shining Stars Lane

443-812-4641

Kelly Long

Tall Timber Drive

410-531-3357

Maddie Lynott

Early Lilacs Path

443-535-8956

Laura Mason

Shining Stars Lane

410-733-7566

White Pebble Path

410-531-7899

NAME

ADDRESS		 PHONE NO.

Miranda Mazzella*

Name		

Address

Phone

Anna Munro**		

202-725-5102

Jay Desmarais

Radiant Gleam Way

443-745-4624

Kim Munro

Morning Time Lane

202-731-3248

Cedar Kennedy

Countless Stars Run

443-805-7581

Allison Siil **

Western Star Run

410-531-5624

Woodie Lynott

Early Lilacs Path

443-535-8956

Evan Spind

Empty Song Road

443-956-8172

Robby Windsor

Floating Clouds Path

410-935-2874

Liana Toy		

Grateful Heart Gate

443-718-8720

Tyler Windsor

Floating Clouds Path

410-935-2874

* CPR/First Aid Trained
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** CPR/First Aid Certified

Sitting with Santa at Breakfast
Santa’s sleigh was a big red fire truck,
and the reindeer walked on two legs; but
the children didn’t mind as long as they
got a chance to sit on Santa’s lap and tell
him what they wanted for Christmas. After
a delicious breakfast children decorated
cookies, made crafts, and listened to
holiday music. Special thanks to Atholton
High School’s Share the Music Club for
providing holiday music, and also to the
River Hill Teen Advisory Committee for
their help during the event.
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