Master Gardeners Seminar:

Rain Gardens

Monday, January 22
See pg. 16 for details.
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Change Coming Down the Pike in 2018

H

appy New Year! If there is one thing
in life that is constant, it is change.
2018 promises to be a year of more
growth in the Clarksville/River Hill area.
Here are just a few development-related
changes the Association is anticipating as
the new year kicks off:
River Hill Square: The retail project
planned for the former River Hill Garden
Center property will continue to move
through the County’s development approval process in 2018. On December 13,
the developer presented revised plans to
the County’s Design Advisory Panel (DAP).
River Hill Square, LLC will hold a second
community pre-submission meeting on
January 24 at the Gathering Place (6420
Day Long Lane, Clarksville), time TBD, to
solicit feedback on the modified plans.
Following this step, the plans will be
submitted to the County’s Department
of Planning and Zoning (DPZ) for review.
This property is zoned for business (B-1)
and may be developed as a matter of
right, subject to County and State Highway Administration approvals. Therefore,
there will be no additional public hearings
or meetings. Community members wanting to provide additional input should
contact DPZ at 410-313-2350. To view
the recommendations made by the DAP

Continued on Page 5

Breakfast with Santa tickets sold out within 48 hours this year and for good reason! Santa always
brings plenty of Christmas cheer when he comes to visit at Claret Hall. See photos from the event
on page 6.

Association Raises Road Safety Concerns
Regarding Development on Rt. 108
The Association’s Board of Directors
provided written input to the Design Advisory Panel (DAP) in December on the Erickson Living Limestone Valley and River
Hill Square projects. For both developments, the Association questioned the

PLEASE THANK OUR ADVERTISERS for supporting the Village of River Hill.
Capital Digestive Care
Columbia Family Eye Care
Frank Giarratano, CPA
Kevin Gordon, State Farm
Handyman from Heaven
Harold Howard Painting
Hilltop Child Care Center

Kimco Realty
Kumon North America
Shun Lu Re/Max 100
Molly Maid
Mr. Handyman
Northrop Team Real Estate
PCF Management

Personal Computerworks, Inc.
Eileen Robbins / Long & Foster
Vanguard Orthodontics
Westerlund / LeReve Real Estate
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.
Harry Witzke Funeral Home

safety of the un-signalized entrances on
MD 108. The Association also stressed
the need for the projects to follow the
Clarksville Streetscape Plan and Design
Guidelines (February 2016) and requested
expansion of the proposed pedestrian and
bicycling amenities. Adequate buffering
between the River Hill Square site and the
adjoining parcels, consisting of residential, institutional, and open space, continues to be of prime community importance.
To further integrate the proposed continuing care retirement community into the
Clarksville/River Hill community, the Association asked Erickson Living to expand
on their linear park concept to create a
gathering space that can be used by all
ages. To view the Association’s input to the
DAP, visit www.villageofriverhill.org.

2 • The River Hill Villager • January 2018

River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 410-531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday
9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m.–Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.
Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org
Covenant Advisor:
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org
Facility Coordinator:
Eudene Rossi, facilities@villageofriverhill.org
Communications Coordinator:
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Events Coordinator:
Leslie McDermott, events@villageofriverhill.org
Administrative Assistant:
Katharine Mason, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

RIVER HILL BOARD
Robert Choi ...................................................................croblee@yahoo.com
Renee DuBois ..........................................................................443-686-0702
Tony Miceli .......................................................... mathman2121@gmail.com
Dalia Shlash ............................................................. dalia.shlash@gmail.com
Harjeet Singh Jandu, Vice Chair............................ janduharjeet@icloud.com
Richard Thomas, Chair ........................................richthomas.rh@verizon.net
Liyan Zhang ............................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Yamini Ananth (Student Committee)
Cindy Tian (Student Committee)

Board Highlights . . .
December 4, 2017
• David Elsaesser (Whistling Winds Walk) spoke out about Erickson Living’s request for a zoning change and the associated
traffic impacts.
• Discussed the Erickson Living and River Hill Square design
plans. Formed the Association’s positions and agreed to submit
input to the County’s Design Advisory Panel.
• Executive Session held: Potential litigation and personnel matters.
• Minutes Approved: November 6, 2017

Board Meeting Schedule
All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River Hill Village
Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior
to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident
Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you have written material you would like the Board to review, please drop it by the
village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved
minutes are available for review at the village office and on the
association’s website. For additional information, please contact
the village office. (Contact info at left.)

NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: January 8 and February 5 at 7
p.m. Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board
Meeting Agendas & Minutes.

“Like” River Hill
Community Association
on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/
RiverHillCommunity
Association

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.

Chao Wu, chaowu2016@gmail.com

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com
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Council Corner: Where Does CA’s Money Go?
In this issue, I am writing to show how costly it is for the Columbia Association (CA) to maintain and fix its current facilities.
This article partially responds to the question I heard during the
holidays, “Where does CA’s money go?” Many residents see their
annual charge continuing to increase and the gym membership is
more expensive than ever.
As a CA board member, I want to make sure the association is
spending its money wisely. CA has an annual budget of approximately $70 Million. Besides our human resource costs (the organization has around 270 full-time employees and 700 part-time
employees), the Association must continually make capital improvements that come at a cost.
In June 2016, the CA board was presented with a 5-year capital improvement plan. Based on recently conducted facility assessments, the plan estimated the following replacement costs (in
2016 dollars) for 7 buildings:
Athletic Club replacement
$24M
Ice Rink replacement
$16.5M
Art Center replacement
$3.3M
Stonehouse replacement
$6.5M
The Other Barn replacement
$4.5M
Teen Center replacement
$3.5M
Maintenance Facility replacement
$11.5M
As an alternative to full replacement, the report also identified needed improvements, upgrades, and repairs for each of these
buildings. Ultimately, the CA board only approved funds for improvements to the Ice Rink (FY18) and the Athletic Club (FY1819). The proposed FY19/20 budget finishes this work and starts
improvements for the Art Center and Stonehouse. In addition to
these facilities, CA still has the Supreme Sports Club, Slayton
House, Kahler Hall and many other facilities which need upgrades
and repairs.

Five Year Capital Spending Budget
The 5-year capital improvement plan estimated that the following capital budgets were needed just to maintain, repair, and upgrade existing facilities:
FY2018
$23.2M
FY2019
$19.6M
FY2020
$17.8M
FY2021
$16.5M
FY2022
$17.5M
These budgets do not include things like dredging Lake Elkhorn, the rental of CA’s headquarters building, or construction of
any new facilities. Over the next ten years, the organization needs
$5M just for pond management. Using this information, a priority

Stay Connected!
In addition to The Villager,
the River Hill Community Association has a number of ways to
keep you updated about what is happening in River Hill!
Website: www.villageofriverhill.org
Facebook: River Hill Community Association/Claret Hall
Twitter: @RHCAClarksville
Email List: To sign up, text CLARETHALL to 22828
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list was established and the CA Board budgeted money for the Ice
Rink and Athletic Club. In FY19/20, CA plans to spend $4.7M on
the Supreme Sports Club. Into the foreseeable future, CA will continue to have multi-million-dollar capital requirements to repair/
upgrade/maintain its facilities and associated items. Any decision
to construct a new facility will require additional capital funding
and as well as operating funds.

Renovation or New Construction
Of course, when presented with the costs of fixing/repairing/
upgrading a facility, the CA Board should look at whether a replacement would be more cost effective. In fact, when considering how to proceed with the Hobbits Glen Clubhouse and Owen
Brown Tennis Bubble, the CA Board decided that replacement
made better economic sense. Therefore, a new Hobbit’s Glen Clubhouse was built, and a new indoor tennis facility is under construction in the Village of Long Reach.
Happy New Year and I am looking forward to hearing from you.
Chao Wu, Ph.D.
River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
Email: chaowu2016@gmail.com
Tel: 240-481-9637
website: www.chaowu.org
Disclaimer: This column only represents Dr. Chao Wu’s personal
opinion. It does not represent River Hill Board of Directors nor Columbia Association’s Board.

Change Coming, from pg. 1
on December 13 visit: www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/
Planning-and-Zoning/Boards-and-Commissions/Design-Advisory-Panel and click on “Past Meeting Materials.”
Limestone Valley Continuing Care Retirement Community: Erickson Living, LLC’s plans were reviewed by the DAP on December 6. To view the DAP’s recommendations, visit the link provided
above. Since then, Erickson has been integrating the comments
and making modifications to the plans. They are expected to present revised plans to the DAP in January. Erickson will then file the
official petition to change the properties’ zoning to a Community
Enhancement Floating zone. The Planning Board will hold a minimum of one public meeting to consider this zoning change and
the General Plan amendment needed to expand public water and
sewer to the site.
Simpson Oaks: The Preliminary Plan for the Simpson Oaks residential development, located on Grace Drive, has been approved
by the County. Chesapeake Realty Partners will submit the construction drawings for the first phase of the project to the County
in early 2018.
New Cell Tower: In mid-December, Calvert Crossland, LLC
began construction of the new cell tower on W.R. Grace property.
The tower will be stacked around January 21. The service providers will be installed, moved over and in service no later than May
2018.
Clarksville Commons: New retailers will continue to fill Clarksville Commons in 2018. In early January, Food Plenty restaurant
will open. Food Plenty will be the third restaurant opened by the
Victoria Restaurant Group, with the first two being Victoria Gas-

tro Pub and Manor Hill Tavern. Also in early 2018, Victoria and
Albert Hair Studio will be relocating to the Commons from their
Columbia location. Everett Jewelers will move from the River Hill
Village Center to the Commons in 2018. In early February, look
for Rick Everett and his team in the small stone building at the
front of the complex.

Draft Update to Pedestrian
Master Plan Released
Howard County Executive Allan H. Kittleman recently announced the release of a draft of WalkHoward, an update to
the County’s 2007 Pedestrian Master Plan. The plan provides a
framework for improving conditions for people walking in Howard County, promoting this mode as a safe and convenient travel
option.
“Walkability is good for public health, the local economy and
quality of life,” said Kittleman. “This updated WalkHoward plan
will help prioritize improvements to maximize these benefits.”
The public is invited to view the draft plan at www.walkhoward.org, and to submit comments online at walkhoward.org/provide-feedback by March 31. Those who have specific questions
about the plan should contact Albert Guiney Engel of the Office
of Transportation by email at aengel@howardcountymd.gov or
by calling 410-313-4360. The Office of Transportation will host
a public meeting to discuss the plan and hear from members of
the public on Tuesday, February 13 at 6:30 p.m. at the Kittleman
Room in Duncan Hall at the Howard Community College.
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Santa
came for breakfast!

For some of the children at this year’s Breakfast with Santa, it was their first chance
to see the jolly man with the white beard in a red suit, while for others, the event has
become an annual family tradition. The mesmerized gaze of the little ones brought smiles
to all while jingle bells were ringing, cookies were being decorated, and a delicious
breakfast was being enjoyed by everyone in attendance. Special thanks to the Teen
Advisory Committee for their help at the event.
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Seeking Police Cadets
HCPD is testing for entry-level cadets on January 5 at 9 a.m.
at the James N. Robey Public Safety Training Center, 2200 Scott
Wheeler Drive, Marriottsville. Cadets are paid civilians, age 18-21,
who have an interest in one day becoming police officers. They assist sworn officers and members of the public with non-criminal
incidents, provide support for various divisions and much more.
Additional information, including requirements, can be found on
the HCPD website: www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/
Police/Careers/Civilian-Careers.

International Exchange and
Leadership Opportunities
During the month of January, the Columbia Association (CA)
will hold information sessions for CA’s Sister Cities European Exchange Program and the Haiti Global Leadership Program.
International High School Exchange Opportunity Summer
2018: Interested in traveling to Cergy-Pontoise, France or Tres
Cantos, Spain this summer? Students studying French or Spanish, level III or above, have the opportunity through Columbia
Association’s (CA) Sister Cities program to spend two weeks in
July with a French or Spanish host family, then host a French
or Spanish teen for two weeks upon returning home. Information
sessions will be held on Thursday, Jan. 11; and Wednesday, Jan.
17 from 7-8 p.m. at CA headquarters, located at 6310 Hillside
Court, Columbia. For more information, contact Laura Smit 410715-3162 or International@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Information Session for Summer 2018 Leadership Program in
Haiti: Make a difference and experience Haitian culture as a member of the Haiti Global Leadership Program in the village of Camp
Coq, near Columbia’s sister city of Cap-Haitien from July 7-16,
2018. Participate in community leadership activities with Haitian
students, work directly with Haitian youth on strategies for addressing alternative energy, waste management, preventive medicine, vocational training and business initiatives. An information
session for the Global Leadership Program in Haiti will be held on
Tuesday, Jan. 16 from 7-8 p.m. at CA Headquarters, 6310 Hillside Court, Columbia. For more information, contact Bob Anantua 443-285-3956 or BAnantua@TheBuildHaitiFoundation.org.

Free Senior Shuttle
Columbia Association’s Senior Advisory Committee sponsors a
free curb-to-curb evening (after 4:30 p.m.) and weekend transportation shuttle to cultural events throughout Howard County for
groups of four or more seniors ages 60 and older.
The shuttle services Columbia’s Theaters (Rouse, Slayton
House, Smith and Toby’s); Art Exhibits and Receptions at the
Columbia Art Center, Howard Community College, and Slayton
House; Lectures and Concerts at Howard Community College
Smith Theatre and Libraries; Lakefront activities at Lake Elkhorn
and Lake Kittamaqundi; and all Howard County 50+ Centers.
Reservations must by made by telephone two weeks in advance of the event. To request a ride, call 410-715-3087.
The Senior Events Shuttle is supported by Columbia Association’s Community Services Department and Senior Advisory Committee, and the Howard County Government.

Cla Now
rks Op
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Orthodontics for Adolescents, Children, and Adults
Offering the latest in orthodontic
technology including Invisalign,
Invisalign Teen, and esthetic
(clear) braces.
Free initial consultation,
evening hours available.

Offices in

Clarksville and Maple Lawn

410-381-1077
www.VanguardSmiles.com

Drs. Byron & David Bonebreak, Board Certified Orthodontists
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Watershed Tip

A Year of Protecting Our
Watershed
Turns out our monthly tips add up to a handy guidebook with
steps everyone can take to protect our watershed. What better way
to start the year than to review the basics. True, we can’t start with
a clean slate, as it were. Our waterways are in a heap of trouble,
thanks to runoff from pavement and other hard surfaces. But we
can commit to taking simple steps to reduce and even reverse the
damage to our waterways and, by extension, our health.
Below is a monthy calendar for 2018. Our online version at
www.villageofriverhill.org/watershed will include links to the original tips. As always, we’ll post a link to this tip on Facebook, too.
January: Recycle your Christmas tree. Howard County’s Merry
Mulch program keeps thousands of trees out of the landfill and
turns them into compost and mulch. Put your unadorned tree at
the curb for pickup or take it to Kendall Hardware.
February: Instead of salt—listed as sodium chloride on the
package—please use a de-icer that is less harmful to our waterways and friendlier to pets and other creatures. A safer de-icer for
plants and waterways is magnesium chloride. Clear walkways and
driveways first so you can use as little de-icer as possible. NEVER
use fertilizer as a de-icer.
March: Make a plan for beautiful and beneficial native plants
to replace some of your lawn. Consider applying for a grant to install a rain garden. Once the weather turns mild, place mulch in
a ring around the base of trees instead of building a tree-killing

mulch volcano. Also watch for notices about our Pull and Plants
and Stream Cleanups.
April: Pleasant weather means more walks, so be sure to pick
up after your dog—all year round. Dog poop on the ground is a
pile of pathogens waiting to cause problems. Left to decompose
on yards and pathways, it seeps into the soil and washes into our
streams and rivers or, gulp, drinking water sources. Look for petwaste stations along River Hill paths.
May: Check your downspouts. If they exit onto pavement,
rain won’t be absorbed into the ground. Instead, the rainwater
will be “wasted,” sent directly down the storm drains and on to
streams and rivers. All this speeding stormwater causes erosion
along streambanks. Making matters worse, that rushing rainwater picks up pollutants along the way, including oil, gasoline, fertilizer, pesticides and pet waste.
June: Cut your lawn deep (keep it 3 to 4 inches tall), leave clippings in place and don’t apply fertilizer without first testing the
soil. (Get a free fertilizer test bag from Claret Hall.) Make sure your
lawn-care contractor follows these guidelines, too.
July: Celebrate #PlasticFreeJuly by taking the pledge to avoid
single use plastic, including plastic water bottles, bags, straws,
cups, utensils. Our waterways are filled with plastic debris, so
much so that it’s ending up even in our drinking water.
August: Let the lawn hibernate when the summer turns hot
and dry. Watering and adding fertilizer only encourages summer crabgrass and other weeds. If you’ve been following the June
guidelines, the grass will have deep roots and manage just fine.
September: If you aren’t already composting food scraps with
the Green Bin, order a free one from Howard County at 410-3136444.

Unparalleled Quality —
 Every Listing Sold Fast & For Top Dollar
YS
SOLD IN 9 DA

YS
SOLD IN 4 DA

YS
SOLD IN 4 DA

YS
SOLD IN 6 DA

YS
SOLD IN 4 DA

RIVER HILL SCHOOLS
6304 River Hill Overlook Dr.
Clarksville. $985,000.

$20k Above Full Price
RIVER HILL
5713 Whistling Winds Walk

$16k Above Full Price
RIVER HILL
5764 Whistling Winds Walk

ABOVE FULL PRICE
6413 Tara PL, Clarksville

RIVER HILL
$15k Above Full Price
6102 White Marble Ct.

YS
SOLD IN 12 DA

YS
SOLD IN 4 DA

CLARKS GLEN $829,900
6572 Ballymore Lane,
Clarksville

CLARKS GLEN
$16,100 Above Full Price
6412 Erin Dr., Clarksville

SOLD

RIVER HILL
$592,000
7044 Garden Walk, Columbia

YS
SOLD IN 5 DA

YS
SOLD IN 5 DA

RIVER HILL SCHOOLS
$16,500 Higher than Full Price
6122 Trotter Ridge Ct., Columbia

RIVER HILL $700,000
$25k Higher Than Full Price
12117 Flowing Water Tr., Clarksville

Shun Lu, Ph.D, Re/Max 100
Top 1% of Realtors Nationwide
A Resident of Clarksville

410-440-7738 (C)
410-730-6100 (O)

Email: ShunLu@ReMax.net | Web: ShunLuTeam.com
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October: Don’t blow those leaves away with polluting leaf blowers. Instead, mow and mulch leaves to create free food for your
yard and gardens.
November: To avoid fatbergs and plumber emergencies, always
place fats, oil and grease in the garbage bin, not down the drain.
(Also, the black-out phase for fertilizer starts Nov. 16 and runs
through March.)
December: Take a moment to appreciate the gifts of a clean
watershed: filtering and storing water, filtering air, storing carbon,
forming soil, and providing recreation and food.
Happy New Year to all. We hope to see you at our events.

Spirit of Columbia Scholarship
The Maggie J. Brown Spirit of Columbia 2018 Scholarship
Award offers up to six $2,500 education awards to graduating
high school seniors who exhibit exceptional efforts in providing
community service to benefit Columbia residents and those in the
Columbia area.
Eligibility Criteria:
• Be a June 2018 graduating senior from an accredited public,
private, or parochial high school.
• Reside on assessment-paying property or have a parent/guardian who works full-time on or owns CA-assessed property.
• Have a cumulative grade point average of C or better.
• Applications are available online at ColumbiaAssociation.org/
Scholarship. For more information, call 410-715-3161.
The deadline for applications is March 15, 2018.

“Flagging” Program for 911
Howard County Police are expanding a program in which residents can voluntarily “flag” their address in the 911 system to
make police aware of a family member with a disability or other
pertinent health concern. The program began through a partnership with autism advocates in 2012, but has expanded to include
other information residents believe would be relevant to a police
response, if 911 is ever called. For example, if someone living with
autism has sensory sensitivity, an officer could be mindful of the
possible effect of police lights or sirens when approaching that
household.
The program can be used for various relevant mental or physical health concerns, including autism, Alzheimer’s, intellectual,
developmental or degenerative disabilities, physical disabilities,
mental health diagnoses, or other behavior that may affect police
response. All information submitted as a part of the 911 flagging
program remains confidential and will only be used by emergency
dispatchers and responders.
A request form is available on the HCPD’s website. For more
information, contact the Community Outreach Division at 410313-2207 or email hcpdoutreach@howardcountymd.gov.

Recycle Your Holiday Tree
at Kendall Hardware
Participate in the Merry Mulch program and keep thousands
of trees out of the landfill. Christmas trees are taken to a compost
facility and are recycled into compost and mulch. Remember to
remove all tinsel, garland, ornaments, lights, tree stands, plastic
bags, etc.
Trees may be dropped off seven days a week at Kendall Hardware (12260 Route 108 in Clarksville) through January 20.

Curbside Tree Recycling
Offered Through January 19
County residents with curbside yard trim collection can place
their tree out for pickup on their yard trim collection day through
January 19. Trees that are placed out on trash collection day will
not be collected during yard trim collection season. After January
19, when curbside yard trim collection is no longer available, trees
can be placed out for trash collection and will be sent to a landfill
(please only use this as a last option). Not sure if you receive yard
trim service? Call 410-313-6444.

Successful Recycling Pickup Tips:
• Set your tree out the night before. Trees are picked up by the
yard trim truck as early as 6 a.m. or as late as 7 p.m.
• Remove all tinsel, garland, ornaments, lights, tree stands, plastic bags, etc.
• No need to bag, but trees must be cut into less than 4-foot
lengths and tied. Bundles must weigh less than 40 pounds.
• Don’t worry if it’s past January 19! You can still recycle your
tree at the Alpha Ridge Wood Waste Area, Monday through Saturday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. (No plastic bags.)

January 2018 • The River Hill Villager • 9

Holiday Clean-Up Tips
• Recycle artificial trees with metal components in the scrap
metal area at the Alpha Ridge Residents’ Convenience Area.
• Visit www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Public-Works/
Bureau-Of-Environmental-Services/What-Should-I-Do-With
for info about recycling holiday lights.
• Save holiday cards to use as next year’s gift tags.
• Recycle holiday junk mail, boxes, wrapping paper and catalogs
curbside or at the Alpha Ridge Landfill.
• Please remember - trees collected as trash are taken to the
landfill for disposal. To conserve landfill space, this option
should only be used as a last resort.

Have a Sidewalk Adjacent to
Your Property? Don’t Forget to
Shovel the Snow
Howard County does not maintain any sidewalks, including
snow removal, with exception of the sidewalks adjacent to County
buildings (libraries, offices, etc.). The owner of property abutting a
sidewalk in a public right-of-way is responsible for removing snow
from the sidewalk within 48 hours after the snow has fallen.
If a property owner has not removed the snow within the allotted time frame, here are some suggestions:
• Contact the property owner and advise him or her of the County Code.
• Reach out and ask the property owner if he or she needs assistance. Although the property owner might like to comply
with the law, many residents are physically unable to shovel
snow and ice and are hesitant to request help from neighbors
or friends. Your thoughtfulness can make a big difference to
someone who might otherwise be unable to cope.
• As a last resort, contact the Howard County Police Department
at 410-313-2200 to file a complaint.

sidewalks until the street has been completely cleared. Otherwise,
it is very likely a full blade of snow will slide off the plow onto the
driveway.
Howard County’s Department of Public Works makes every effort to plow and salt County roads quickly and safely during all
winter weather emergencies. For more information about County snow removal, visit www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/
Public-Works/Bureau-Of-Highways/Snow-Removal.

Is a Tot Lot Near You a Great
Candidate for Upgrade?
Let Us Know!
The Association has requested that the Columbia Association
(CA) include capital funds in the FY19/20 budget to upgrade two
tot lots in the village with more modern play equipment. The goal
is to update one tot lot in each neighborhood—Pheasant Ridge and
Pointers Run.
Residents’ help is needed to identify the two tot lots to upgrade.
Tot lots that are slightly larger in size, centrally located, and have
the highest utilization are the ideal candidates. The Association
welcomes your thoughts and suggestions on the tot lot upgrades
and on possible locations.
A community meeting to discuss site selection and upgrade
timing will be held on January 18, from 6 – 7 p.m., in the Board
Room at Claret Hall. If this is a topic of importance to you, we encourage you to attend. In advance of the meeting, your suggestions for potential locations may be emailed to Dalia Shlash, River
Hill Board Member and Open Space Liaison, at dalia.shlash@
gmail.com.

Harold Howard’s Painting Service
Bonded and Insured

Painting, Drywall, Floors
Wallpaper, and Carpentry

Helpful Tips
The Bureau of Highways reminds drivers not to park on streets,
especially on a cul-de-sac as that makes snow removal nearly impossible for highway crews. Vehicles should be parked in driveways. This allows police officers, firefighters, and paramedics to
respond quickly to public safety tasks while driving in treacherous
conditions and leads to quick and complete clearing of the roads.
Residents may also want to delay shoveling driveway aprons and
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Over 30 Years in Business
MHIC
#47783

410-218-6261

www.howardpaintingmd.net

School News
Commencement Date Window
The Howard County Public School System (HCPSS) has confirmed the date window for the 2018 high school graduations.
Commencement ceremonies will take place at Merriweather Post
Pavilion between May 21–31, 2018.
HCPSS has made this early announcement to enable planning
by parents, students, schools and community members. HCPSS
will provide the specific dates and times of each school’s graduation ceremony after Merriweather finalizes its concert schedule,
historically in the early spring.

Plastic Recycling Project
Pointers Run Elementary School (PRES) is participating in a
contest that can help save the planet and declutter your home. The
community can help PRES by sending in any plastic film items for
the school’s collection as part of The Trex Plastic Film Recycling
Project sponsored by Trex, a company that repurposes plastic film
to make decking, railings, stairs, floors, and furniture.
Common household items that are often put in the trash or
even worse, the blue recycling bins, can be dropped off in one of
the large Trex boxes located in front of the school building across
from the office. Some examples of what can be donated are: plastic overwrap (the kind used to cover a case of water bottles, paper

towels or toilet paper), dry cleaning bags, cereal bags, produce
and bread bags, grocery bags, newspaper sleeves, plastic shopping bags, bubble wrap, Ziploc and other resealable bags (dry and
without food residue).
These types of items should never be placed in single-stream
recycling bins along with paper, glass, and aluminum due to the
problems it causes for recycling facilities. The plastic film comes
apart during transport and sorting, and the small scraps of plastic
film contaminate other recyclable materials. Additionally, plastic
bags and other films clog up the machines used to sort recyclables
at the facility, which creates a lot of extra work for the people who
have to spend hours removing the clogs.
Help Pointers Run Elementary School reach their goal of being
the elementary school that collects the most plastic film now
through April 15. The school that collects the most plastic film
will win a bench made by Trex. For more information about Trex
products or their various recycling programs, visit www.trex.com.

Student Loan Forum and
Resource Fair
Join a panel of experts to learn how to navigate the student
loan process, find scholarships and avoid student loan scams at
the “Know Before You Owe” Student Loan and Resource Fair being
held on Wednesday, January 17 at 6:30 p.m. at Howard Community College, 10901 Little Patuxent Parkway, Columbia. Additional information and registration for this free event is available at
www.howardcountymd.gov/consumer. Sponsored by the Howard
County Office of Consumer Protection, Howard Community College, and the Howard County Consumer Advisory Board.

Women’s History Month
Student Essay Contest
March is designated Women’s History Month by Presidential
proclamation and set aside to honor women’s contributions in
American history. The 2018 theme for Women’s History Month
is “Nevertheless She Persisted—Honoring Women Who Fight All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women.” The topic has been chosen to recognize the intersecting forms of discrimination women
have faced—and continue to face—throughout American history
and celebrates the diverse women who have fought - and continue
to fight - discrimination at all levels and in all forms.
Essays may describe either a contemporary or historical
American woman. Only individual student essays are accepted
and must be 350-500 words in length. The contest is open to all
Howard County students—public, private, or home-schooled—
in grades six through twelve. The deadline for submissions is
Monday, January 22. Winners in each category will receive a
$200 Visa gift card. Additional information and details are available at women@howardcountymd.gov. For rules and submission
guidelines, visit www.howardcountymd.gov/CFW. The contest is
presented by the Howard County Commission for Women and
sponsored by the Howard County Department of Community Resources and Services.
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School News
Classes in River Hill
GOSU Martial Arts (Meeting Room)
Mon ongoing
6-9 p.m.
Wed ongoing
8-9:30 p.m.
Th ongoing
6-8 p.m.
For information or to register, email GOSUmartialarts@gmail.
com or call 240-678-3854.

Chinese Wushu (Meeting Room)
Sat. ongoing
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Sat. ongoing
10:30-11:30 a.m.
Call 240-247-7048 or email uscwi@uschinesewushu.com.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
Wed Starts Jan. 10
10-10:45 a.m.
Ages 0-5
Th Starts Jan. 11
10-10:45 a.m.
Ages 0-5
For information visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com or call
301-758-0304.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
7:30-8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Zumba (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Tu/Th ongoing
6:00-7:00 p.m.
Call 410-245-5900 or email msmarialk@gmail.com to register.

New to the Neighborhood?
We’re Glad You’re Here!
Please come in to Claret
Hall to introduce yourself,
pick up a Welcome
Packet and small gift. We
have lots of information to
help you get acquainted
with the community.
Welcome Packets and gifts are for River Hill CPRAassessed properties only. Not sure? Call 410-5311749 or visit www.villageofriverhill.org for more
information.
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Board of Education Elects
Chair and Vice-Chair
The Howard County Board of Education unanimously voted
Cynthia Vaillancourt as Chairman and Mavis Ellis as the Vice
Chairman at the December 7, 2017 Board of Education meeting.
They will both serve one-year terms in these positions.
This will mark a second consecutive term as Chairman of the
Board of Education for Vaillancourt who is also serving her second
term on the Board after being re-elected in 2014.
Mavis Ellis, who is currently serving in her first term on the
Board of Education, will replace Bess Altwerger as Vice Chairman.
This will be Ellis’ first time serving as Vice Chairman.

Road to Kindergarten
Workshops
Do you have a child who will be 5 years old by September 1,
2018? Plan to attend one of the upcoming information sessions
about Kindergarten in the Howard County Public School System.
The workshop is free and requires no registration. The following
items will be discussed:
• Expectations for school readiness (and receive a Ready for Kindergarten toolkit).

School News
• Details about the kindergarten program.
• Information about HCPSS kindergarten registration.
• Ways that families and children can be supported during the
transition to kindergarten.
Child care is available at each session for children ages 2 and
older; the session is designed for adults only. Doors open at 6 p.m.
to allow time for parking, child care drop off, and check-in.
If Howard County public schools are closed for inclement
weather, the session is canceled.
Sessions will be offered at the following locations and will begin
promptly at 6:30 p.m.:
• Wednesday, January 24 at Oakland Mills High School, 9410
Kilimanjaro Road, Columbia
• Thursday, January 25 at Centennial High School, 4300 Centennial Lane, Ellicott City
• Monday, January 29 at Hammond High School, 8800 Guilford
Road, Columbia.
For more information, visit www.hcpss.org.

RHHS Mattress Fundraiser
Save the date for the River Hill High School Booster’s Club
Mattress Fundraiser to be held on February 11, 2018! More information will be provided in the next issue of The Villager and
will also be available on the Booster’s website at www.riverhill.org.

Swim Team Film Screening
What would you do if your community gave up on your child?
In New Jersey, the parents of a boy on the autism spectrum take
matters into their own hands. They form a competitive swim team,
recruiting diverse teens on the spectrum and training them with
high expectations and zero pity.
A special screening of Swim Team, will be held on Friday,
January 5 at 7 p.m. at Oakland Mills High School, 9410 Kilimanjaro Road, Columbia. The film chronicles the extraordinary rise of the Jersey Hammerheads, capturing a moving
quest for inclusion, independence and a life that feels winning.
The showing is sponsored by the Columbia Association, Howard
County Autism Society, Howard County Public School System and
Special Olympics Maryland Howard County. Tickets are just $5
and are available online at https://tinyurl.com/swimteammovie or at the door that evening. Any additional donations secured
will be shared by the Howard County Autism Society and Special Olympics Maryland Howard County. Don’t miss this passionate and inspiring documentary. Questions? Call 410-290-3466 or
email melissa.rosenberg@howard-autism.org.
See the trailer at www.facebook.com/swimteamthefilm/videos/1942445382641524.
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Architectural News
RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION & DEADLINE
Submit Application By

For Meeting On

UPCOMING RAC MEETING: January 17, 2018
6105 Swift Current Way
5753 Whistling Winds Walk
6121 Eternal Ocean Place

December 29, 2017

January 17, 2018

January 19, 2018

February 7, 2018

February 2, 2018

February 21, 2018

February 16, 2018

March 7, 2018

AC Decisions

March 2, 2018

March 21, 2018

March 16, 2018

April 4, 2018

December 20, 2017

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

Fridays by 12 Noon

Approved
6593 Autumn Wind Circle
6409 Reedy Song Knoll

Patio, Retaining Wall
Tree Removals
Fence

Tree Removals
Patio

December 6, 2017

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review
and recommendation meetings age generally held at 7:30
p.m. at Claret Hall. The sign-in sheet is available at 7 p.m.
and applications are reviewed in the order that applicants
sign in. Applicants should bring any supplemental documentation, application amendments, or additional information that the RAC may have requested. Residents are
encouraged to attend the RAC review meeting.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained
at www.villageofriverhill.org under Covenants in the menu
bar; or at Claret Hall. Agendas are published in the Villager when the publication schedule permits. RAC meeting
agendas are posted at the Village office and on the website.
Please allow 5-6 weeks for the entire application process.
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Approved
7112 Waking Dreams Knoll
6593 Autumn Wind Circle
6453 Sundown Trail

Deck
Tree Removals
Play Set, Rope Swing

November 20, 2017
Approved
6525 Radiant Gleam Way
6417 Summer Sunrise Drive
6348 Daring Prince Way

Tree Removals
Tree Removals
Driveway Widening

Architectural News
November 2, 2017

October 18, 2017

Approved
6400 Empty Song Road
7005 Golden Seeds Row
6100 Rippling Water Walk
Disapproved
6612 Rising Waves Way

Tree Removals
Restyle
Tree Removals
Shed

Approved
6417 River Run

Fence

Approved with Condition(s)
6464 Sundown Trail
6401 Sundown Trail

Pool: Part:2
Tree Removals

October 4, 2017
Approved
7157 Morning Light Trail

Kevin W. Gordon
Agent

5570 Sterret Place Suite 202
Columbia, MD 21044-2649
Bus 443-542-5230
Fax 442-979-7707
www.agentkg.com
kevin@agentkg.com
The best compliment you can give is a referral.

Frank J. Giarratano, CPA
4237 Red Bandana Way
Ellicott City, MD 21042
Office: 443 283 2083
FAX: 443 283 1407
Web Site: FJGCPA.com
Email: Frank.Giarratano@FJGCPA.com
Tax Return Preparation
Personal, business, and trust tax returns prepared. Call for an
appointment. Weekend and evening hours available.

Tax Collection Issues
If you owe tax, penalty and interest to the IRS it is possible to have
the total amount reduced. Call me for a free consultation.

Audit Issues
If the IRS is questioning amounts reported on your tax return do
not discuss the issues with the IRS. Discussing the issues with the
IRS can cost you a substantial amount of money. Call me for a free
consultation.

Credit Cards Accepted

Former Internal Revenue Service Agent
Certified Public Accountant in Maryland and New York
Member: American Institute of Certified Public Accountants
Member: Maryland Association of Certified Public Accountants

Basement Walkout

Fast Track Decisions
Approved
6365 Morning Time Lane
6512 Early Lily Row
5713 Little Bells Row
12009 Floating Clouds Path
6316 Morning Time Lane
6409 Reedy Song Knoll

Rain Garden (CA)
Tree Removal
Deck: Material Change
Garage Door
Front Door: Color Change
Deck: Material Change

House Numbers Visible?
When an emergency in the middle of the night or during a
snow storm prompts a call to 911, precious time can be wasted
when first responders cannot locate the house number because
the numbers may be unreadable, partially hidden, or missing altogether.
The Architectural Committee urges residents throughout the
village to make certain their address is clearly displayed with
4-inch-high numbers, and maybe even larger numbers if the residence is located some distance from the roadway. In areas where
bronze plaques are used, you may want to review the guidelines
and update your house numbers. No Exterior Alteration Application is needed if the house number replacements to be used are
Arabic numerals, in plain, block style, and the color of the numerals is black. Numerals must be at least 3-inches high and no
larger than 5-inches high. Numerals must face the street named
in the property’s address and should be clearly visible from the
street. Numerals may be attached to the front porch, front door
trim, garage trim, or within three (3) feet of the front door. An application will be required for plaques; however, these applications
will be fast tracked.

The Association is updating its list
of teen snow shovelers and snow
blowers. This list is provided to
residents inquiring about assistance
with snow removal. If you are
interested in being included, call 410-531-1749 or
email newsletter@villageofriverhill.org with your
contact information.
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AROUND TOWN
Time Bank Skill Share Fair and
Swap + Repair Café
Sat. Jan. 13, 10 a.m.-1p.m., Emmanuel Methodist Church, 10755
Scaggsville Road, Laurel. Connect with the sharing economy.
Swap things, learn a skill, fix it fast. Get helpful hints for DIY
tasks and participate in a small kitchen appliance exchange. Simple fixes at Repair Café hosted by Transition Howard County. Free
and open to the public. To learn more about time banking, visit
Columbia Community Exchange or call 410-884-6121.

Neighbor Ride Volunteer Orientation
Wed., Jan. 17, 6-7:30 p.m., Neighbor Ride, Inc., 5570 Sterrett
Place, Columbia. Have you resolved to make a difference in the
New Year? Neighbor Ride offers an easy, flexible and rewarding way to give back. Volunteer drivers provide rides for seniors
that enable them to tend to their healthcare needs, shop, enjoy
social outings, participate in faith services, and more. Along the
way, great friendships are made and seniors who can no longer
drive get to stay connected to the people, resources and activities that add meaning and quality to their lives. Daytime, evening
and weekend volunteer opportunities are available, and no set
schedule is required. Drivers simply choose to provide rides that
are convenient to their homes, offices and daily routines. Parent
volunteers are welcome and encouraged to bring their little ones
along for a wonderful family service experience. Contact Patrice
Cerwonka or Holly Waddell at 410-884-7433 or volunteer@neighborride.org for more information about volunteering, or visit www.
neighborride.org.
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New Year Nature Hike & Cider-Sipping
Sat., Jan. 6, 2:30-4:30 p.m., Robinson Nature Center, 6692 Cedar
Lane, Columbia. Start the year of 2018 with a family-friendly hike
along Robinson Nature Center’s trails! Learn to make kid-friendly
wassail (mulled cider) for the cold winter days ahead, then head
out on the trails with a naturalist for a guided winter hike. Try a
range of winter activities to help your family stay active and keep
the kids entertained during the chilly days ahead. Then, return to
the Center to warm up with wassail! Ages 6+ / $9 per person. To
register, call 410-313-0400 or visit www.howardcountymd.gov/
Robinson.

Candlelight Chamber Recital
Fri., Jan. 19, 7:30 p.m. at the historic 1889 Chapel at St. Louis
Church, 12500 Clarksville Pike, Clarksville. Bass-baritone Andrew Adelsberger and pianist Heather Adelsberger will perform
Franz Schubert’s “Die Winterreise” song cycle. Seating is limited in the chapel and online reservations are recommended for
the free event at www.stlconcertseries.org or by calling 410-5316040. Donations and sponsorships are accepted via the website
or by check.

Wintry Mix Children’s Concert
Sun. Jan. 28, 4 p.m., St. Louis Church, 12500 Clarksville Pike,
Clarksville. The program will include a narrated performance of
“The Snowman” by Raymond Briggs with musical score by Howard Blake, a sing-along from the movie Frozen, and an interactive

AROUND TOWN
reprise of excerpts from Schubert’s “Die Winterreise.” A complimentary hot chocolate social follows. Free and open to the public. Visit www.stlconcertseries.org or call 410-531-6040 for more
information.

Milkshake Live in Concert
Sat., Feb. 3, 6-8 p.m., Columbia Gym, Day Long Lane, Clarksville.
Come to the Columbia Gym KidSpace for a night of fun, music and
dancing with Grammy-nominated band Milkshake. Enjoy the KidSpace activities in the Youth Arena before the concert and during
intermission. Tickets on sale at Columbia Gym or at ColumbiaAssociation.org/login. $10; purchase includes concert event and all
activities in the Youth Arena with KidSpace staff. For more information, call 410-531-8984.

Howard County Concert Orchestra
Presents La Dolce Vita! The Sweet Life!
Sun., Jan. 14, 7 p.m., First Evangelical Lutheran Church, 3604
N Chatham Rd., Ellicott City. Music of Vivaldi, Rossini, Paganini,
Verdi, Mascagni, Puccini and others; Host and narrator Jonathan
Palevsky of WBJC (Baltimore); Mezzo-soprano Denée Barr; Violin prodigy Lauren Yoon, concertmaster of the Baltimore Symphony Youth Orchestra’s Concert Orchestra; talented dancers from
Dance Connections, Inc.; a video accompanying the music featur-

ing scenes from Venice, Rome, Florence and much more. A PostConcert reception featuring Italian desserts will follow. Details and
tickets ($25) available at www.hococo.org.

History of the Clark Family
Presentation
Thurs., Feb. 1, 7:30 p.m., Community Room (second floor of north
building) at Clarksville Commons, 12230 Clarksville Pike, Clarksville. Sean Gladden, Executive Director of the Howard County Historical Society will be presenting a history of the Clark Family.
Free, open to the public. Questions about the event may be directed to info@clarksvillecommons.com.

Children on Board Child Care &
Preschool Information Fair
Sat. Jan. 20, 1-4 p.m., Ten Oaks Ballroom, 5000 Signal Bell Lane,
Clarksville. This annual event provides the latest information on
family child care, child care centers, infant programs, play groups,
summer camps, school-age programs, co-op nursery schools, preschools and much more. The Parents as Teachers program will
present a brief information session, offered every hour: “How to
Choose an Early Childhood Program.” Free admission. Please
bring a non-perishable food item for the Howard County Food
Bank. For more information, call 410-313-1940.

Visit our new website
riverhill.shopkimco.com

Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052

Nouvel Nail Spa
443-535-8866

Subway
410-531-7982

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Everett Jewelers
410-531-7990

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

Tower Federal Credit Union
301-497-7000

Giant Food
410-531-7831

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

The UPS Store
410-531-9861

GNC
410-531-1426

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

River Hill Sports
Grille
410-531-7900

Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860
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COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS
Mt. Zion Preschool Registration
& Open House
Mt. Zion Christian Preschool in Highland offers morning classes
for children 2-5 years old, including Pre-K. Registration for 20182019 on January 10. Open House on January 4 at 6:30 p.m.
Please call 301-854-2387 for more information. www.mtzionhighland.com/preschool.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant
Service, handles life’s time-consuming tasks including errand
running, waiting for service technicians, organizing projects, and
special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771,
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting
“Our Passion is Your Pets”
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact:
www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Tutor/Educational Consultant
Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder, High Functioning Autism, Advocate; all ages (K-12); specializing in organizational skills, study skills, time management, reading/writing
process, reading skills, all with application to content material at
any level. SAT/ACT reading and English areas. Background: Special Education Coordinator for school based programs. Howard
County resident. 301-922-6827 or email InsightsEd@gmail.com.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture. Art, Silver,
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+ yr experience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support including Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more.
Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com
or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Classified Ads
Only $10 for Residents

For 35 words. $1 per additional word.
Bring your ad to Claret Hall
by the 15th of the month
preceding the issue.
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Snow Shovelers
NAME		

Alex Chase

Towering Oak Path

ADDRESS

PHONE NO.

Jay Desmarais

Radiant Gleam Way

443-745-4624

Danielle & Jaylynn Floyd

Empty Song Road

443-622-1112

Joe Hobbs

Golden Seeds Row

443-374-7001

Cedar Kennedy

Countless Stars Run

443-805-7581

Woodie Lynott

Early Lilacs Path

443-535-8956

Robby & Tyler Windsor

Floating Clouds Path

410-935-2874

301-537-2747

NAME

ADDRESS		 PHONE NO.

Sydney Ash**

Autumn Wind Circle

678-780-9662

Alyza Berson

Swift Current Way

443-812-5742

Mycah Berson

Swift Current Way

443-812-5791

Jennifer Bleakney

Waving Tree Court

410-531-5391

Paige Cohen 		

240-470-6158

Giuliana Del Buono

Distant Thunder Trail

410-707-3430 (c)

Jonathon DiPietro*

Leaves of Grass Court

410-531-1343

Kyla Clark

Great Star Drive

301-332-0370

Molly Farrell

Tall Timber Drive

443-995-7330

Murphy Freal **

Fleets of Time Court

410-935-7145

Abii Gannon

White Marble Court

240-383-6527

Casey Greenberg

Fairest Dream Lane

410-531-0331

Lina Hassan

Gentle Light Lane

667-231-5605

Cedar Kennedy**

Countless Stars Run

443-805-7581

Dani Krause **

Shining Stars Lane

443-812-4641

Kelly Long

Tall Timber Drive

410-531-3357

Maddie Lynott

Early Lilacs Path

443-535-8956

Laura Mason

Shining Stars Lane

410-733-7566

Miranda Mazzella*

White Pebble Path

410-531-7899

Marissa Mazzella**

White Pebble Path

410-531-7899

Jacob Recht
Evening Company Cir.
			

410-531-5236 (h)
410-302-9258 (c)

Allison Siil **

Western Star Run

410-531-5624

Liana Toy

Grateful Heart Gate

443-718-8720

* CPR/First Aid Trained

** CPR/First Aid Certified
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