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Thanks!
To our advertisers for supporting us!
Collen Brothers Services
Columbia Family Eye Care
Frank J. Giarrantano, CPA
GNC
Handyman from Heaven
Hilltop Child Care Center
Kimco Realty
Kumon North America
Catherine McLoughlin-Hayes, Long & Foster
Shun Lu Re/Max 100
Molly Maid
Mr. Handyman
Northrop Team Real Estate
PCF Management 
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
Eileen Robbins / Long & Foster
Time Saver Advantage
Vanguard Orthodontics
Worldwide Concrete
Westerlund / LeReve Real Estate 
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.

Claret Hall will be closed 
on Monday, January 16 for 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Garden Center Re-Development Moves Forward

Association Requests Consistency with 
Streetscape Plan and Design Guidelines

During Breakfast with Santa, the children made sure he was 
listening carefully to everything on their list. See more pictures 
from this annual event on page 23. 

Continued on Page 5

Security Development Corporation’s 
(SDC) Environmental Concept Plan 
(ECP-17-023) for the River Hill 

Square commercial development was sub-
mitted to the County’s Department of 
Planning and Zoning (DPZ) for review 
in November 2016. The ECP addresses 
stormwater management, sediment and 
erosion control, and grading and is very 
preliminary. The ECP must be approved 

prior to the submittal 
of the Site Development 
Plan that will contain 
more project detail. The 
project must also be re-
viewed by the County’s 
Design Advisory Panel. 
At this stage in the pro-
cess, members of the 
community may submit 
written comments to the 
DPZ. Based on its initial 
review, DPZ has asked 
that a revised ECP be 
submitted.

Simultaneously, the 
River Hill Community 
Association’s Board of 
Directors (RHCA) has 
asked SDC to redevel-
op the River Hill Gar-
den Center property in 
a manner that is consis-
tent with the Clarksville 
Pike Streetscape Plan 
and Design Guidelines 
adopted by the County 
(February 2016). It is 
the Boards’ opinion that 
while the need to ad-
dress the cohesiveness 
of the corridor still exists, it is arguably 
greater now. This is due to the increase of 
commercial and residential development, 
lack of traffic re-design associated infra-
structure improvements directly on the 
MD 108 corridor, and from development in 
the surrounding area.

It is the Association’s position that, 
in addition to any rights-of-way improve-
ments required during re-development of 

this parcel, the State Highway Adminis-
tration must address the ever-increasing 
congestion along MD 108 between MD 32 
and Trotter Road. Comprehensive traffic 
analysis and solutions need to be devel-
oped and implemented that will ensure 
safety and address delay issues in the 
school zones, at Sheppard Lane, at the 
Linden Linthicum Lane intersection, and 
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Board Highlights . . .

Board Meeting Schedule

All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River 
Hill Village Center. Agendas are posted at Claret 
Hall on the Friday prior to the meeting. Residents 
are encouraged to attend Resident Speak-Out dur-
ing each board meeting. If you have written material 
you would like the Board to review, please drop it by 
the village office by the Thursday prior to the meet-
ing. All approved minutes are available for review at 
the village office. For additional information, please 
contact the village office. (Contact info at left.)

NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: 
January 9 and February 6 at 7 p.m. Please visit www.
villageofriverhill.org to view the Board Meeting Agen-
das & Minutes. 

Village Manager: 
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Covenant Advisor: 
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Facility Coordinator: 
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Communications & Events Coordinator: 
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Administrative Assistant: 
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday 9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.–Noon

Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to: 
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

River Hill Community 
Association, Inc.

Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029

Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259

website: www.villageofriverhill.org

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:  

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz

Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com

Interested in writing for 
The Villager? 

If you have an article idea or photos you’d like to share, 

please contact our Newsletter Coordinator Jennifer Lynott:  

newsletter@villageofriverhill.com

RIVER HILL BOARD
Robert Choi  ..................................................................croblee@yahoo.com
Michael Cornell, Chair ............................................................ 301-742-2761 
Harjeet Singh Jandu .............................................. janduharjeet@icloud.com 
Mavourene Robinson .......................................  succexecutives@gmail.com 
Richard Thomas, Vice Chair  ...............................richthomas.rh@verizon.net 
Jason Zagnit  ................................................................... jzagnit@gmail.com
Liyan Zhang  ...........................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Jennifer Zhang (Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Chao Wu, superbwu@gmail.com

December 5, 2016

• Reviewed and revised the Association’s input to the developer 
about the River Hill Square project.

• Approved the FY17 2nd Quarter Financial Statements and vari-
ance analysis.

• Approved a discounted use of the banquet room by the River 
Hill High School cheerleading program.

• Executive Session Held:  Personnel matters.
• Minutes Approved:  November 7, 2016 (as amended).
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Council Corner: Goodbye 2016

Chao Wu, Ph.D.
River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
Email: chaowu2016@gmail.com 
Tel: 240-481-9637 
website: www.chaowu.org

Disclaimer: This column only represents Dr. Chao Wu’s personal 
opinion. It does not represent River Hill Board of Directors nor Co-
lumbia Association’s Board. 

The other Columbia Association (CA) board members and I at-
tended the organization’s Year End Celebration party in Decem-
ber. I was pleased to learn that so many employees have longevity 
with the association. We are fortunate to have such dedicated ser-
vice to the organization and the community. 

CA will send a strong letter to our state delegation to discuss 
lowering the sound level at Merriweather Post Pavilion (MPP). The 
CA board has been hearing from residents, near and far, young 
and old, complaining about the excessive noise from MPP since I 
joined the board. I have been baffled by the notion of “the loudest 
few and the silent majority” to describe those that protest about 
the MPP noise issue. The noise may sound trivial to some, but it 
can be life-threatening for others. Hopefully MPP, under the new 
leadership team of the Downtown Columbia Arts and Culture 
Commission, will begin to address the issue and reconcile itself 
with the neighbors. 

CA is supporting the Horizon Foundation’s Bikeway initiative. 
The Horizon Foundation, Bicycling Advocates of Howard County 
and other community organizations are asking the county to fund 
a 50-mile, networked bicycle and pedestrian route. More than half 
of county residents, schools and parks are located within 1 mile of 
the proposed bikeway. 4 MARC stations (Laurel, Savage, Jessup, 
Dorsey) are within 2.5 miles of the bikeway. We believe the bike-
way’s construction will benefit all county residents. 

Finally, the individual who slashed my tire and another 50 
tires on an additional 25 cars, placed graffiti, including swastikas 
on sidewalks, footpaths, playgrounds, mailboxes, cars, etc., and 
threw “Molotov Cocktails” onto a field at River Hill School was ar-
rested by the Howard County police. I hope this young man will 
be penalized, get treatment, and have a chance to turn his life 
around. At the same time, I wish every family will take the time to 
talk with their kids about our diverse community and shared in-
terests. 

In 2017, CA will celebrate Columbia’s 50th birthday and con-
tinue to improve customer service and community outreach.
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Bagel Bin & Deli 
410-531-0335

Columbia Bank 
410-531-7000

Everett Jewelers 
410-531-7990

Giant Food 
410-531-7831

GNC 
410-531-1426

Hair Cuttery 
410-531-8052

Ledo Pizza 
443-535-0599

M&T Bank 
410-531-7083

Massage Envy 
410-531-0711

McDonald’s 
410-531-7950

Nouvel Nail Spa 
443-535-8866 

River Hill Cleaners 
410-531-7742

River Hill Optical 
410-531-7920

River Hill Sports 
Grille 
410-531-7900

Visit our new website
riverhill.shopkimco.com

Subway 
410-531-7982

Sunoco 
410-531-7510

Tower Federal Credit Union 
301-497-7000

The UPS Store 
410-531-9861

Vintage Cellars 
410-531-7860

within the existing Clarksville commercial corridor. Further, it is 
the Board’s opinion that the necessity for a comprehensive traffic 
solution that is safe, scalable enough to acccomodate development 
that exceeds the originally approved usage and zoning application 
and will allow adherence to the approved Streetscape Plan should 
not be mitigated by any shortsighted, lower cost solutions that 
focus solely on the impact to the developer and the as yet unse-
cured commercial tenants. 

The Board has asked the developer to make changes in re-
sponse to the ongoing concerns of affected River Hill residents by 
establishing a berm and enhancing screening to mitigate the neg-
ative impact of lights and noise. The Board of Directors has also 
requested the design be amended to include: 
• Buildings set within 25-feet of the curb to reinforce and im-

prove upon the pedestrian character of the corridor; 
• Primary building/retail entrances oriented toward the street; 

and
• Pedestrian and bike accessibility enhancements.

It is the Board’s hope that the final design and de-
velopment will be consistent with the Streetscape Plan 
and Design Guidelines and, as much as is possible, 
consider community input before the final selection of 
retailers.  To ensure success, any future commercial de-
velopment on the parcel must enhance the community 
in addition to providing establishments that are desired 
by residents. 

Phase No. Tentative
Allocations

Allocation
Year

Preliminary Plan Submission

1 129 2019 Submitted within 9 months from sketch 
plan approval (on or before September 
17, 2017)

2 55 2020 Submitted between July 1, 2017 and 
December 31, 2017

Simpson Oaks Development 
Update

The Department of Planning and Zoning (DPZ) approved the 
Simpson Oaks residential development sketch plan (S-15-007) in 
December 2016. Tentative housing allocations have been granted 
for this subdivision (see table below).

The project has passed a preliminary assessment of the Ad-
equate Public Facilities Ordinance test for roads, open school re-
gion, open elementary school district, and open middle school 
district.

The next step is for Chesapeake Realty Partners, the devel-
oper, to submit the Preliminary Plan for Phase 1. This plan will 
present the preliminary engineering to implement the approved 
sketch plan. The preliminary plan addresses the lot and road ar-
rangement, traffic and noise conditions, forest conservation, en-
vironmental impact, sewage disposal, water supply, drainage, 
storm water management and proposed grading. During this 
stage, the County’s Subdivision Review Committee will review the 
plans. Once the preliminary plan is submitted, members of the 

Garden Center Development, 
from page 1
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community may contact DPZ with questions, provide written com-
ments, and request a meeting with DPZ staff.

If the preliminary plans are not received by the milestone 
dates, the plan approval becomes null and void and the project 
will lose the tentative housing unit allocations. When this occurs, 
any plans resubmitted must be processed as a new sketch plan or 
preliminary equivalent sketch plan.

Police Remind Residents: 
Always Lock Your Car 

Vehicle theft and theft from vehicle can be prevented. Howard 
County police are reminding residents to always lock their cars 
and take the keys with them. Residents should never leave their 
cars warming up or leave keys in their vehicles for any reason, 
even for a short while. 

Out of over 200 vehicle thefts so far this year, at least 46 were 
stolen using the vehicle’s keys. In some incidents, vehicles were 
left running with the keys in the ignition. In others, keys were left 
inside the vehicle or taken from another vehicle in the driveway. 

In just the last month, over 150 thefts from vehicles have been 
reported. In the majority of these incidents, the vehicle had been 
left unlocked, many with valuables inside. Stolen items included 
cash, wallets, purses, sunglasses and jewelry, among other items. 

These incidents have occurred in residential neighborhoods 
county-wide. 

According to the Maryland Vehicle Theft Prevention Council 
(MVTPC), a car is stolen every 40 minutes in Maryland. Nation-
wide, one is stolen every 45 seconds. Of these thefts, 50% of the 
vehicles had the keys left inside and 60% had been left unlocked. 

Police suggest residents follow these tips to prevent both vehi-
cle theft and theft from vehicle: 
• Lock your car and take the keys with you. 
• Never leave your car running unattended. 
• Close and lock all doors and windows when you park. 
• Never leave valuables in your vehicle. 
• Park in well-lit areas, such as a garage, if possible. 
• Use a steering wheel lock or alarm with an ignition disabler.
• Install a vehicle recovery tracking system in your vehicle. 
Residents should also consider registering for “Watch Your 
Car,” a free program administered by MVTPC that is designed 
to deter auto theft and assist in the apprehension of thieves. 
Registration information is available at www.HCPD.org under 
Crime Prevention. 

Utilities Call Scam Warning
As colder temperatures begin to blow in across our region, 

Howard County’s Office of Consumer Protection is warning resi-
dents to be on the lookout for calls from individuals posing as 
representatives of local utility companies demanding immediate 
payment for service. This warning follows an alert issued by the 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) as part of the FCC’s 
new, standing series of consumer alerts to inform, protect and em-
power consumers. 

With this scam, the caller claims to be a representative with 
the consumer’s local gas or electric utility company, stating that 
immediate payment, often by prepaid debit cards, credit cards or 
gift cards, is due to ensure the consumer’s heating service is not 
disconnected. Scammers often “spoof” utility company telephone 
numbers so the consumer’s caller ID suggests that the call is from 
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Sell Your Home Fast And For Top Dollar With The Shun Lu Team

Shun Lu, Ph.D, Re/Max 100
410-440-7738 (C) 
410-730-6100 (O)

Email: ShunLu@ReMax.net | Web: ShunLuTeam.com

Top 1% of Realtors Nationwide 
A Resident of Clarksville

SOLD IN 3 DAYS, $21K 
HIGHER THAN FULL PRICE

6805 Creekside Rd., 
Clarksville

SOLD IN 4 DAYS $527,500
8609 Enoch Pratt Dr., 

Ellicott City

SOLD
WALNUT CREEK $1.205M

5007 Crape Myrtle Ct, Ellicott City

CATTAIL OVERLOOK $ 1,099,000
14820 Meriwether Dr.

RIVER HILL
12117 Flowing Water 

Trail, Clarksville
    Stunning 5 bedroom, 

3.5 bathroom single 
family home with a 

breathtaking deck and 
walkout basement.

RIVER HILL $ 479,900
6039 Blue Point Ct., Clarksville

IN 5 DAYS
CLARKS GLEN NORTH $710,000 

6116 Syracus CT, Clarksville

SOLD
FOX CREEK $905,000
12329 Fox Meadow Ln, 

W. Friendship

SOLD IN 4 DAYS
$545,000

The highest sold price 
of River Hill townhomes 

in recent years
6013 Helmsman Way, 

Clarksville

SOLD IN 5 DAYS
RIVER HILL $641,000
6512 Hazel Thicket Ct

SOLDCOMING SOON SOLDUNDER CONTRACT 

the utility company. After consumers follow instructions via inter-
active prompts, they are connected to a live “customer service rep-
resentative” who asks for the access code for a credit, debit or gift 
card. This information allows the scammer to cash out the card or 
sell it to a third party. 

“If you receive a call warning that your service will be cut off 
due to an outstanding balance, hang up immediately,” said Rebec-
ca Bowman, Administrator of the Office of Consumer Protection. 
“To verify the legitimacy of the call, contact your utility company 
using the phone number listed on a recent statement or legitimate 
website.” 

The Office of Consumer Affairs also advises:
• Do not answer calls from unknown numbers. Let them go to 

voicemail;
• No legitimate business will demand payment via gift cards, pre-

paid debit cards or wire transfer;
• If you are not sure if a caller is legitimate, hang up, look up the 

company’s phone number independently, and use that number 
to verify the call with the company;

• If you get a recorded message asking you to hit a phone key to 
stop getting calls, just hang up. Scammers often use this trick 
to identify, and then target, live respondents; 

• Ask your phone service provider if it offers a robocall blocking 
service that allows subscribers to block unwanted calls. If not, 
encourage your provider to start offering a blocking service. 
Visit the FCC’s website for more information and resources on 
available blocking tools at www.fcc.gov/unwanted-calls.
For more information and/or to report a potential scam, 

contact the Office of Consumer Protection at 410-313-6420 or 
email consumer@howardcountymd.gov, or visit the Office’s “Scam 

Alert!” website at www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Com-
munity-Resources-and-Services/Office-of-Consumer-Protection/
Scam-Alerts. The Office of Consumer Protection can help answer 
questions and forward reports of scams to the appropriate state 
and federal authorities who work to identify the scammers and 
take action to stop them. 

Residents who have lost money or feel their personal safety is 
at risk due to a scam should contact the Howard County Police 
Department’s non-emergency phone number at 410-313-2200 to 
file a report. 

Howard County residents who are having trouble paying their 
utility bills should contact the Community Action Council of How-
ard County at 410-313-6440 for assistance.

Election Committee Forming
Elections for the Association’s Board of Directors and the vil-

lage’s representative on the Columbia Council will be held on Sat-
urday, April 29, 2017. The Association needs a few volunteers 
to serve on the 2017 Election Committee. This committee works 
closely with staff and the Board to ensure that the by-laws and 
election procedures are followed. When there is a contested elec-
tion, committee members will organize a Candidate Forum. Mem-
bers also volunteer on Election Day to facilitate the process and 
to count the ballots. Serving on this Committee is a three-month 
commitment. If you value the democratic process, then this is the 
perfect volunteer opportunity for you! Members of the Association 
eligible to vote in the next election may serve on this committee.

To volunteer, contact the Village Manager, Susan Smith, at 
manager@villageofriverhill.org or 410-531-1749.
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Watershed Tip 

Resolve to Reduce, Reuse 
and Recycle to Protect our 
Watershed

One key to protecting our watershed is buying less stuff. 
Less stuff equals less water use and less water pollution. Buy-

ing less involves the three Rs: reduce, reuse and recycle. Let’s 
begin the New Year with a pledge to put the 3 Rs into action, to 
take them to heart. Here are some easy ways to get started: 

Reduce
• Refuse to use plastic bags. After each brief use — on average 12 

minutes — only about 11 percent of plastic bags are recycled, 
while the rest end up in landfills, waterways or landscapes. Al-
ways carry reusable bags when shopping – not just at the gro-
cery store, but at every store. Each reusable bag replaces about 
1,000 disposables over its lifetime. Sadly, nearly 90 percent of 
trash floating on the ocean is plastic, with an estimated 46,000 
pieces per square mile. Americans go through more than 100 
billion plastic bags a year, with Marylanders using about 3 bil-
lion of them. 

• Refuse to use single-use plastic bottles. Twice as much water 
is used to produce a plastic bottle as the amount of water in 
the bottle. In other words, a plastic bottle filled with 1 gallon of 
water requires 2 gallons for its manufacture. We recycle only 12 
percent to 20 percent of plastic bottles (and about half of that 

can’t be reused because of impurities). The rest end up in land-
fills, where they don’t degrade for hundreds if not thousands of 
years; are burned in incinerators, which release toxic chemi-
cals into the air, land and water; or litter our landscapes, road-
ways, streams and oceans. Instead, drink tap water. Invest in 
a reusable bottle for carrying water, preferably glass or stain-
less steel. 

• Shun other plastics, too, especially single-use plastic items 
such as straws, utensils, and polystyrene foam cups. In addi-
tion, use cloth napkins instead of paper napkins, dish cloths 
instead of paper towels. 

• Avoid excessive packaging: Layers of packaging are often diffi-
cult to recycle and add to the cost of products. 

• Buy only what you need. Overconsumption is at the root of wa-
tershed pollution, climate change and a host of other environ-
mental ills. 

Reuse 
• Use the Green Bin to turn wilting food scraps into mighty soil: 

River Hill is one of three pilot program areas in Howard Coun-
ty where residents can get a FREE Green Bin for food scraps, 
which otherwise are destined for the landfill. Even pizza boxes 
can go in the Green Bin. Using the food-scraps-turned-com-
post on lawns and gardens decreases the need for chemical 
fertilizers, helps retain water in the soil and reduces erosion 
and runoff into our streams, rivers and the Chesapeake Bay. 
Order a bin online at www.FeedTheGreenBin.org or call 410-
313-6444. Participating residents collect food scraps during 
the week and put the Green Bin at the curb on recycling pickup 
day. The county offers 12-, 35- and 65-gallon bins, all with a lid 
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and wheels. Food scraps (as well as leaves and other yard trim) 
can go directly in the Green Bin, in a biodegradable or paper 
bag, or wrapped in newspaper. 

• Recycle/Reuse your Christmas tree: Howard County’s Merry 
Mulch program keeps thousands of trees out of the landfill 
and turns them into compost and mulch. Residents have until 
Jan. 13 to put Christmas trees at the curb on the regular re-
cycling day. Remove all ornaments, lights and tinsel, cut the 
tree into 4-foot lengths and tie in bundles weighing less than 
40 lbs. Trees can also be dropped off for mulching at Kendall 
Hardware (12260 Route 108) and the River Hill Garden Center 
(12165 Route 108).

• The Repair Café: Fix an item instead of throwing it away. Some 
folks in Howard County are starting a local Repair Café – and 
they are looking for tinkerers. To get involved, please email 
transitionhoco@gmail.com.

• Donate or sell old but usable clothes and household items. 

Recycle
• Electronics recycling: The River Hill Watershed Committee is 

working with an Elkridge business to sponsor an Electronics 
Recycling event in the spring at Claret Hall. Updates will be on 
our Facebook page and at the River Hill Village Center website. 
Meanwhile the Alpha Ridge Landfill will accept for recycling: 
computer processors and accessories (but not speakers), lap-
tops, monitors, keyboards, printers, scanners, TVs, VCR and 
DVD players, radios and stereos (but not speakers), CD play-
ers, phones, cell phones, pagers, and even strands of holiday 
lights. 

• Recycle plastic, glass and paper: Avoiding all single-use plas-

tics is a challenge. So, be sure to recycle plastic bags (at desig-
nated bins at the Giant grocery store) and plastic bottles along 
with paper and glass (in your blue recycling bin). 

Landfill recycling info: www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/
Public-Works/Bureau-Of-Environmental-Services/What-Should-
I-Do-With/Electronics-Recycling.

Follow the path of a plastic bottle here: www.theatlantic.com/
technology/archive/2015/12/what-actually-happens-to-a-recy-
cled-plastic-bottle/418326

Plastic: www.pri.org/stories/2016-12-13/climate-change-meet-
your-apocalyptic-twin-oceans-poisoned-plastic

Consumption: https://insideclimatenews.org/news/20090830/ 
reduce-climate-change-reduce-consumption

Watershed Moments: Electronics Recycling
Watch for the announcement of an electronics recycling event 

being planned for the spring!

Recycle Your Holiday Tree
Participation in the Merry Mulch program keeps thousands of 

trees out of the landfill. Christmas trees are taken to a compost 
facility and are recycled into compost and mulch. Look for the 
Merry Mulch signs at drop-off locations. 

Drop-off sites in Clarksville are located at Kendall Hardware 
(12260 Route 108) and River Hill Garden Center (12165 Route 
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Save up to 50 % off at 
GNC River Hill from entire 

purchase with this ad
or 

Gold Card customers get 
$10.00 off additional from their 

purchase of $50.00 and up 

River Hill Village Center
6030 Daybreak Circle, Clarksville, 21029

410-531-1426

New Year Special!

108) from December 26 through January 21. Both sites are open 
seven days a week from 7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Remember to remove all tinsel, garland, ornaments, lights, 
tree stands, plastic bags, etc. 

County residents with curbside yard trim collection can place 
their tree out for recycling on their normal recycling day. Trees 
will not be collected on trash collection days in this area before 
January 13. Not sure if you receive yard trim service? Call 410-
313-6444. 

Successful Recycling Pickup Tips 
• Set your tree out the night before. Trees are picked up by the 

yard trim truck as early as 6 a.m. or as late as 7 p.m.
• Remove all tinsel, garland, ornaments, lights, tree stands, plas-

tic bags, etc.
• No need to bag, but trees must be cut into less than 4 foot 

lengths and tied. Bundles must weigh less than 40 pounds.
If it’s past January 13, trees can be recycled at the Alpha Ridge 

Wood Waste Area, Mon-Sat., 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. (No plastic bags.)

Holiday Clean Up Tips
• Recycle artificial trees with metal components in the scrap 

metal area at the Alpha Ridge Residents’ Convenience Area.
• Visit www.howardcountymd.gov and search the “What Should 

I Do With…?” page for information about recycling holiday 
lights.

• Visit online sites to opt out of catalog delivery or call the com-
panies directly.

• Save holiday cards to use as next year’s gift tags.
• Recycle holiday junk mail, boxes, wrapping paper and catalogs 

curbside or at the Alpha Ridge Landfill.
Please remember that trees collected as trash are taken to the 
landfill for disposal. To conserve landfill space, we ask that you 
only use this option as a last resort.

New Snow Plow Tracker for 
Howard County

In mid-December, Howard County Executive Allan H. Kittle-
man beta launched the County’s new cutting-edge snow plow 
tracker. Purchased from AT&T and BSM Technologies, the tracker 
replaces a system acquired more than 16 years ago.

“This new snow plow tracker is infinitely more advanced than 
the previous software,” said Kittleman. “Its real-time display 
will provide more accurate information for our residents during 
weather emergencies. It is also mobile friendly so it can be easily 
viewed on tablets and smart phones.”

Howard County has installed Automatic Vehicle Locators 
(AVLs) in 152 Department of Public Works (DPW) Bureau of High-
way vehicles, including 135 pieces of snow removal equipment. 
The software downloads a digital snapshot from each AVL every 
10 seconds, providing a comprehensive and constantly updated 
display of snow removal progress.

As an additional enhancement, Howard County has also pur-
chased 25 “plug and play” AVLs that can be installed in contrac-
tor vehicles. That data will also be fed into the snow plow tracker 
when contractor vehicles are employed to present a more accurate 
picture of snow removal progress.

The sophisticated software will allow residents to monitor 
progress across four different time frames while snow remov-
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al is underway. Residents will be able to see if their streets have 
been treated in the last four hours, between four and eight hours 
ago, between eight and 12 hours ago, or more than 12 hours ago. 
The snow plow tracker will also aggregate highway traffic camera 
views, weather alerts and real-time traffic information into the dis-
play, providing residents with a one-stop shop for storm recovery 
information.

“Despite the significant commitment of DPW resources need-
ed for the Ellicott City flood recovery, we worked on an aggressive 
timeline to get this up and running,” said Kittleman.

“By piggybacking onto an existing state contract, we were able 
to save on initial cost estimates and have the new system in place 
for this winter. Because this is a beta site, we have included a link 
for residents to submit comments and suggestions for future im-
provements.”

The snow plow tracker is one component of a broader initiative 
to install AVLs in a fleet of 255 vehicles that will also include the 
Department of Inspections, Licensing and Permits, Bureau of Fa-
cilities and the Department of Recreation & Parks.

The County paid $32,400 to develop the mobile-friendly web-
site. It will pay $12,000 annually in maintenance and support 
costs. The total cost of the AVL project, including the snow plow 
tracker, is $301,000.

The tracker can be accessed at HowardCountySnowTrack-
er.org. A video tutorial on how to use the site can be found at 
https://youtu.be/ci3U__fncHA.

Police Solve Vandalism Case
The River Hill Community Association (RHCA) appreciates the 

efforts of the Howard County Police Department in solving the 
vandalism crimes that occurred in the village between April and 
December 2016. Throughout the investigation, the department 
was responsive and provided guidance to the community. Area 
and pathway patrols were increased, surveillance was conducted, 
meetings were held with concerned residents, and there was ongo-
ing communication with River Hill High School, RHCA, the Colum-
bia Association, and affected residents. The department’s efforts 
ultimately led to the December arrest of a River Hill resident who 
was charged with 42 counts of vandalism, including two counts 
of malicious burning and a hate crime. We are fortunate to have 
such dedicated police officers in Howard County.

Fairest Dream Lane Spillway 
Replacement and Channel 
Stabilization Project to Begin

The Howard County Department of Public Works will be under-
taking to retrofit an existing stormwater pond located northwest 
of Fairest Dream Lane between Fairest Dream Lane and Summer 
Sunrise Drive. Construction will be starting on this project in late 
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The deadline for purchasing bricks that will be placed in the 
walkway during summer 2017 is February 24. No purchases will 
be accepted after that date. Those who purchase multiple bricks 
cannot be guaranteed placement of the bricks next to one another.

For all the details about the program and to purchase a brick, 
visit the Columbia Association website at www.columbiaassocia-
tion.org/purchase/buy-a-brick/.

For any additional information on the Buy-a-Brick program, 
please contact Christina Pierre at 410-423-4102, via email at 
Christina.Pierre@ColumbiaAssociation.org  or visit the Customer 
& Member Service Center at 6310 Hillside Court, Columbia.

Tips on How to Prevent 
Pipes From Freezing As 
Temperatures Dip 

With an arctic blast and below freezing temperatures headed 
our way, Howard County Government’s Bureau of Utilities is of-
fering residents tips on how to keep pipes from freezing and po-
tentially bursting. 

“Pipes freezing is just one of the many problems that can 
plague homeowners during the cold, winter months,” said Utility 
Bureau Chief Stephen Gerwin. “With just a few simple steps, resi-
dents can protect their pipes and ultimately their homes from un-
wanted damage.”

Water pipes located on or next to an outside wall are subjected 
to sub-freezing temperatures, as are pipes located in a garage or 
any other unheated building. To help combat this problem and re-
duce the probability of your pipes freezing, the County’s Bureau of 

January 2017. Weather permitting, the project is expected to be 
completed by the end of May 2017.  

The project is not expected to impact the flow of traffic. Signs 
will be posted near the site to advise motorists and pedestrians 
of the construction. The walking path located between 6428 and 
6432 Fairest Dream Lane and the walking path around the storm-
water management pond will be closed during construction. 

If you have any questions about the project, please contact Mi-
chele Monde, Howard County Bureau of Environmental Services, 
at 410-313-0844 or mmonde@howardcountymd.gov. 

Columbia’s 50th 

Buy a Brick Program Returns
The Columbia Association 

is once again hosting its Buy-
A-Brick program in honor of 
Columbia’s 50th Birthday Cel-
ebration that takes place in 
2017. A section of walkway at 
the Downtown Columbia Lake-
front will be reserved for bricks 
placed around a large paver 
that says Columbia Maryland 
50.

The cost for bricks that will be placed in the Columbia Mary-
land 50 section are $100 per brick. The cost for bricks placed 
in other areas of the walkway are $75 per brick. Text is limited 
to three lines per brick with a 15-character limit per line of text. 
Spaces between words count as a character.

Short on time?
Let us be your extra set of hands!

• Party Support
• Decluttering/Relocating
• Errands & Waiting
• Small Business Support

410-428-6771
www.tsadvantage.com
bev@tsadvantage.com

 Beverly Johnston Lisa Nichols Elaine Masker
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Utilities recommends the following:
• Wrap or insulate exposed pipes susceptible to low tempera-

tures.
• Utilize other devices, such as heat tape, to help keep pipes from 

freezing.
• Leave hot and cold water dripping on nights when tempera-

tures dip below 15°F.
• Some pipes, such as those located in cabinets, may be situated 

against an outside wall and while they may be insulated, resi-
dents should leave cabinet doors open to allow heat in the room 
to keep pipes warm and prevent freezing.

The Bureau also suggests:
• Turn off and drain outside hose bibs.
• Know where the main water cutoff valve is and how it works.
• Seal air leaks that allow icy blasts to reach pipes.
• For homes with crawl spaces, close outside air vents located in 

the foundation wall during extremely cold temperatures to keep 
exposed plumbing from freezing.

• If you have a programmable thermostat, consider leaving it at a 
constant temperature, never below 45°F.

• If you are going on an extended vacation, set your thermostat to 
at least 45°F or above.
Also, to help keep county fire hydrants from freezing and help 
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prevent street flooding, residents are asked to shovel out fire hy-
drants in their neighborhood that are covered or obstructed by 
snow, as well as keeping obstacles, such as snow, away from 
storm water runoff drains. 

If your pipes do freeze, the Bureau recommends opening the 
cold-water faucet nearest the frozen pipe to relieve pressure. Then, 
use a gentle heat source, such as a light bulb or hair dryer, to thaw 
the pipe. DO NOT use an open flame.  

Residents are further reminded if you lose water or experience 
sewage back-up in your home, call the County first to determine if 
there is a break in the water main or a blockage in the sewer main 
beyond your property. During regular business hours, residents 
are instructed to call the Bureau of Utilities at 410-313-4900. After 
hours and on the weekends, call Central Dispatch at 410-313-
2929 which will then notify a county utility worker. 

Students’ T-shirts Support 
Ellicott City Flooding Relief

Four HCPSS students 
raised more than $500 for 
the Ellicott City flooding relief 
by selling their hand-drawn 
animal themed T-shirts. The 
student-led initiative donat-
ed the funds to the Ellicott 
City Partnership and a How-
ard County Chinese School fundraiser for Ellicott City, this fall.

Offices in River Hill,
Maple Lawn, and Columbia

Offering the latest in orthodontic 
technology including Invisalign, 
Invisalign Teen, and esthetic 
(clear) braces.

Free initial consultation,
evening hours available.

Orthodontics for Adolescents, Children, and Adults

410-381-1077
www.VanguardSmiles.com Drs. Byron & David Bonebreak, Board Certified Orthodontists

Pointers Run Elementary School 4th grader Amanda Wang 
started the fundraiser to raise awareness on how animals are af-
fected by floods and to encourage other kids to play active roles in 
their community. Wang said, “I wanted to remind people to help 
animals, especially after natural disasters. Also, I wanted to show 
other kids that we can do stuff, too. We have some power and can 
help.”

Wang’s T-shirt team included her brother, Clarksville Middle 
School 6th grader Arthur Wang; Clarksville Elementary School 
5th grader Ella Jiao; and Clarksville Elementary School 2nd grad-
er Alex Jiao. The students drew more than 80 animal T-shirt de-
signs including horses, cheetahs, tigers, lions, panthers, giraffes 
and eagles. They sold the shirts through two fundraising events 
at Howard County Library System Savage Branch and Howard 
County Chinese School. 

The students received overwhelming support from the com-
munity, with customers often donating extra money in addition 
to their T-shirt purchases. The Wang and Jiao siblings expressed 
their appreciation for the generosity as well as the lessons learned 
in communication, confidence and taking on a challenge. 

Dr. Chao Wu, River Hill’s Representative to the Columbia 
Council and a member of the Board of Directors of the Columbia 
Association, said: “I am so happy to see this generation care about 
the real world. They are contributing to our society and neighbor-
hood. I would like to see more and more good deeds like this in 
our community.”

As the school communities have learned about the T-shirts, 
the students continue fulfilling T-shirt orders and fundraising.
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Architectural News

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and rec-
ommendation meetings age generally held at 7:30 p.m. at Clar-
et Hall. The sign-in sheet is available at 7 p.m. and Applications 
are reviewed in the order that applicants sign in. Applicants 
should bring any supplemental documentation, application 
amendments, or additional information that the RAC may have 
requested. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review 
meeting. 

Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior 
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at www.
villageofriverhill.org under Covenants in the menu bar; or at 
Claret Hall.  Agendas are published in the Villager when the 
publication schedule permits. RAC meeting agendas are posted 
at the Village office and on the website.

 Please allow 5-6 weeks for the entire application process. 

RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION & DEADLINE
Submit Application By For Meeting On

December 16, 2016 January 5, 2017

December 29, 2016 January 18, 2017

January 13, 2017 February 1, 2017

January 27, 2017 February 13, 2017

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline Fridays by 12 Noon

Frank J. Giarratano, CPA
4237 Red Bandana Way
Ellicott City, MD 21042
Office: 443 283 2083
FAX: 443 283 1407

Web Site: FJGCPA.com
Email: Frank.Giarratano@FJGCPA.com

Tax, Accounting and Payroll Services

  Individual Tax  Bookkeeping Services
 Small Business Tax Obamacare Tax Issues
  Payroll Tax Returns Nanny Tax
  Complete Payroll Services Electronic Filing of Tax Returns
  New Business Set-up Electronic Payment of Taxes
  Tax Collection Issues Tax Audit Representation

Credit Cards Accepted

Former Internal Revenue Service Agent
Certified Public Accountant in Maryland and New York

Member: American Institute of Certified Public Accountants
Member: Maryland Association of Certified Public Accountants

AC Decisions
December 21, 2016

Pending
6104 Rippling Tides Terrace Patio, Landscaping
6428 Quiet Night Ride Tree Removals
6601 Rising Waves Way Walkway
6509 Folded Leaf Square Play Set
5909 Gentle Call  Driveway Expansion
6505 Tender Mist Mews Tree Removals
6520 Waving Tree Court Tree Removals
6124 Rippling Tides Terrace Shed, Driveway Expansion
6321 Velvet Path Patio, Generator, Fireplace

Fast Track Approved
6519 Barley Corn Row Tree Removal
5753 Whistling Winds Walk Deck: Stain
6404 Phantom Moon Walk Tree Removal
6232 Waving Willow Path Shutter: Color Change
6429 Empty Song Road Tree Removal
6306 Nodding Night Court Deck: Stain
6414 Liquid Laughter Lane Tree Removal
7112 Morning Light Trail Solar Panels
12101 Early Lilacs Path Color Change: Front Door
6540 Autumn Wind Circle Generator
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Architectural News
Inclement Weather Information 
and Winter Tips
Trash and Recycle Collection

Every effort will be made to continue to provide scheduled col-
lections for Trash and Recycling during inclement weather. When 
collections are canceled due to snow, ice or other severe weather, 
pick-up will be made the following week on your scheduled day, 
if possible or when road conditions permit. You may contact 410-
313-6444 for cancellation and make-up information.

Sidewalk Snow Removal
Snow removal on public sidewalks is the responsibility of the 

adjacent resident/property owner. Per Howard County Code “It 
shall be the duty and obligation of the owner of property abutting 
a sidewalk in a public right-of-way to remove snow for the side-
walk within 48 hours after the snow has fallen.” If you notice un-
clear sidewalks, you can call police non-emergency personnel at 
410-313-2200.

Snow Removal
In the event of a deep snow, be sure to clear the snow away 

from fire hydrants and storm drains. Shoveling several times 
every few hours is easier on the body than shoveling once, with 
very deep snow. Make sure to keep the ends of your downspouts 
cleared of ice and snow to avoid backups and ice damage. If you 
can reach them, clear your gutters of ice and snow; backups can 
cause roof damage. Clear around the cluster mailboxes to ensure 

delivery and access by neighbors.

Snow Emergency Prep
Keep your car’s gas tank at least 

half-full to prevent the fuel line from 
freezing.

Keep a storm safety kit with flash-
lights, extra batteries, bottled water, 
canned foods, manual opener, blan-
kets, radio, clock and medications.

Keep cell phones and laptops, re-
chargeable batteries and flashlights 
charged.

Should you be unable to return 
home, identify and inform a neighbor 
who could care for your pets; or if you 
live alone, identify someone with whom 
you have regular contact and exchange 
emergency information.

Should a snow emergency go into 
effect, remain indoors and identify a 
central room where there is an alterna-
tive heat source like a fireplace.

To learn more about weather pre-
paredness visit www.ready.gov/win-
ter-weather.

Snow Removal 
Progress

The interactive County website 
www.routefifty.com/2016/12/how-
ard-county-snowplow-tracker/133994 
shows real time snow removal prog-
ress. Move cars off the street when it 
snows. This will enable the plows to do 
a better job.
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School NewsWinter Classes 
in River Hill
Ballroom Dancing (Claret Hall)

M starting February 6 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Call 301-498-3267 or email sam@studiodans.com.

Chinese Wushu (Meeting Room)

Sat ongoing 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Call 240-247-7048 or email uscwi@uschinesewushu.com.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)

W ongoing 11-11:45 a.m. Ages 0-5 
Th ongoing 10-10:45 a.m.  Ages 0-5
For information visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com or call 
301-758-0304.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th  ongoing 7:30-8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Triathlean (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 7:15-8:15 p.m.
For information call 301-213-9670 or 
email dserpico34@outlook.com.

Yoga (Meeting Room)

W ongoing 6-7 p.m.  beginner
  7-8 p.m.  intermediate
Email CrowderYogaFitness@gmail.com.

Zumba (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th starting January 5 9:30-10:30 a.m.
  6:00-7:00 p.m.
Call 410-245-5900 or email msmarialk@gmail.com to register.

Fall 2016 PSAT Results and 
Home Reports

In October, all Howard County Public Schools students in 
grades 9-11 participated in the Preliminary SAT (PSAT) assess-
ment. Students who included an email address on their test book-
lets received an email from the College Board on December 12 
containing directions to access their assessment results online.

Paper home reports will be distributed by early January 2017 
with additional information. The home report will also include an 
access code for students who did not enter an email address at the 
time of testing.

To assist families with interpreting the results, HCPSS will 
host a PSAT parent night on January 31, 2017, at 7 p.m., at Long 
Reach High School. 

Nominations for Howard 
County Principal and Teacher 
of the Year Due Jan. 17

Nominations are now open for the Howard County Pub-
lic School System Principal of the Year and Teacher of the Year 
awards. All nominations are due to HCPSS no later than Tuesday, 
January 17, 2017. Submission information and nomination pack-
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School News
ets are available on the HCPSS website at www.hcpss.org. Any 
questions may be directed to the HCPSS Public Information Office, 
410-313-6682 or publicinfo@hcpss.org.

Principal of the Year
Each year one principal is selected as the HCPSS Principal of 

the Year. That award seeks to recognize those principals who go 
beyond the day-to-day demands of their position to create an ex-
ceptional educational environment. The recipient also serves as 
the Howard County nominee for The Washington Post Principal of 
the Year.

Nominations may be submitted by teachers, students, for-
mer students, parents, administrators or members of the general 
public. Principals may not nominate themselves.

The Principal of the Year Nomination Packet is available on the 
HCPSS website at www.hcpss.org along with submission instruc-
tions. 

Teacher of the Year
One teacher is selected each year to receive the HCPSS Teach-

er of the Year award,  recognizing teachers who exemplify excel-
lence in their profession. The award honors excellence in teaching, 
and encourages creative and quality instruction. The recipient 
also serves as the Howard County nominee for The Washington 
Post Teacher of the Year and the Maryland State Teacher of the 
Year.

Nominations may be submitted by teachers, administrators, 
students, former students, parents  or members of the general 
public. Teachers may not nominate themselves.

The Teacher of the Year Nomination Packet and submission in-
structions are available on the HCPSS website at www.hcpss.org.

The 2015-2016 nominees and winners can be found on the 
same website.

Women in Engineering DREAM 
Conference

Registration is now open for students, adults and volunteers 
for the 9th annual Women in Engineering DREAM Conference on 
Saturday, February 25 from 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. at Adele H. Stamp 

Student Union at the University of Maryland, College Park. All 
high school students, particularly girls, are invited to attend. 
Community college students with an interest in the James A. 
Clark School of Engineering are also welcome. 

The Women in Engineering Program was founded in 1995 to 
support women engineering students at the University of Mary-
land. Their mission is to recruit, retain and advance women in 
engineering through a variety of initiatives. Gender diversity in 
the field of engineering continues to draw national attention. Pro-
grams like the WIE DREAM conference help to show students that 
engineering is not only an exciting career, but one that is critical 
to improving our society and lives around the world.

The conference is free and includes lunch. Students that at-
tend the event and subsequently the Clark School at the Univer-
sity of Maryland will be eligible to apply for DREAM scholarships 
valued at up to $2,500. 

For more information and to register, please visit www.wie.
umd.edu/k12/dream-conference. The first 500 students who reg-
ister and attend will receive complimentary conference bags with 
giveaways.

River Hill Student Wins 
Champions of Courage Essay 
Competition

Tenth grade River Hill High School student Mariah Campbell 
has won the Champions of Courage Essay Competition. She will 
appear on Fox 45 reading her essay saluting Maya Angelou, her 
Champion of Courage, during February. 

Here is Her Winning Essay 
“There are many courageous figures in history that advocated 

for the beliefs of Martin Luther King, Jr. However, Maya Angelou 
is the embodiment of King’s hope for mankind. With the beauty 
of mere words, she plants love and empathy into reluctant hearts 
like seeds. Her voice conveys a power, a need to be heard, that en-
joins people of all cultures to stop and listen. Through faith, Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. and Maya Angelou embraced the struggle and 
rose above the hate.”

Student Loan Forum and 
Resource Fair

Interested in finding out more about the student loan process? 
Plan to attend a panel presentation of local, state and federal ex-
perts who will provide vital resource materials, answer questions 
and offer one-on-one guidance. The “Know Before You Owe” event 
will be held on Wednesday, January 18 at 7 p.m. at Howard Com-
munity College, 10901 Little Patuxent Parkway, in Columbia. Ad-
ditional information, registration and webinar options for this free 
event are available at www.howardcountymd.gov/consumer. The 
forum is a cooperative effort presented by the Howard County Of-
fice of Consumer Protection, Howard Community College, and the 
Howard County Consumer Advisory Board.
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AROUND TOWN
Preschool/Child Care Information Fair

Sun., Jan. 29, 1-4 p.m. at Ten Oaks Ballroom, 5000 Signal Bell 
Lane, Clarksville. Coordinated by the Howard County Office of 
Children and Families, “Children on Board” will provide parents, 
guardians, grandparents and child care personnel with “one stop 
shopping” for information on child care, pre-school, and summer 
programs, as well as the opportunity for personal contact with 
teachers and program directors. Attendees will also have the op-
portunity to attend free informational sessions on “How to Choose 
an Early Childhood Program” offered each hour. Admission is 
free, however, attendees are asked to bring a nonperishable food 
item or unopened pack of diapers to donate to the Howard Coun-
ty Food/Diaper Bank. For more information about the fair, con-
tact the Office of Children and Families at either 410-313-1940 or 
email children@howardcountymd.gov.

Clarksville Seniors Group
Wed., Jan. 18 and every third Wednesday of the month except in 
summer, 1 p.m. at Ten Oaks Ballroom/5th District Volunteer Fire 
Department meeting room, 5000 Signal Bell Lane, Clarksville. In-
vitation for new members to join the group and enjoy lecturers, 
entertainers, bus trips, luncheons at local restaurants and more. 
Seniors in the area, not only from Clarksville, may become mem-

bers. Fees are $4 per year. Contact Ed Dress, President, at 410-
461-7810 or email syledance@yahoo.com or stop by one of the 
meetings. 

Festival of French Favorites
Sun., Jan. 15, 7 p.m. at First Evangelical Lutheran Church, 3604 
Chatham Road, Ellicott City. Howard County Concert Orchestra 
presents the music of Bizet, Gounod, Offenbach, and others with 
a special video of scenes of France and a post-concert reception of 
French bonbons. Adult tickets $25, students age 18-24 $12 (with 
i.d.), anyone under 18 is free with the purchase of an adult tick-
et. For more information or to purchase tickets, visit the Howard 
County Concert Orchestra website at www.hococo.org. 

Haiti Fest
Sun., Jan. 22, 3:30-5:30 p.m. at Slayton House, 10400 Cross 
Fox Lane, Columbia. Celebrate Columbia’s newest Sister City of 
Cap-Haitien, Haiti, with a free afternoon of Haitian music, dis-
plays, dance performances and refreshments. Organized by the 
Cap-Haitien Sister City Committee. Donations will be accepted to 
support the victims of Hurricane Matthew. Snow date: Sunday, 
February 5. Free. For more information, call 410-715-3162 or 
email International@ColumbiaAssociation.org.
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AROUND TOWN
Ballroom Lesson and Social Dance

Thurs., Jan. 12, 7:30 – 9 p.m. at the Flow Studio at Haven on the 
Lake, 10275 Little Patuxent Parkway, Columbia. The new year 
is a time to put your best foot forward. On the second Thursday 
of each month, rejuvenate your mind, body and spirit with the 
beauty of dance. Improve your wellness in a fun, inclusive envi-
ronment. Partner not required. Foxtrot and Swing (1/12), Waltz 
and Rhumba (2/9), Cha-cha and Tango (3/9), Hustle and Salsa 
(4/13). Instructor is Robyn Lindsey. Haven and CA members, $15 
per person. Non-members, $18 per person. For more information 
and to register, call 410-715-3020 or visit www.HavenontheLake.
org.

Spanish Brass Concert
Sun., Jan. 22, 2 and 4 p.m. at Howard Community College, Smith 
Theatre, Horowitz Center, 10901 Little Patuxent Parkway, Co-
lumbia. Bursting with color, style and captivating choreography, 
“Brass, Brass, Brass!” shows the range of everything a brass quin-
tet (two trumpets, horn, trombone and tuba) can do! From Ba-
roque music of JS Bach to jazz tunes by Lee Morgan, the group 
praised for a “gloriously brilliant performance” (International 
Trumpet Guild) will perform short selections of popular music 
from across the globe, offering a dynamic introduction to the ex-
citing sounds of the brass section. Don’t miss this fun, fascinating 
concert for the whole family. Single tickets: $11 in advance/$12 
day of performance – all ages. Order tickets online at www.candle-
lightconcerts.org or by phone at 410-997-2324.

Artists 4 A Common Cause Concert
Sat., Jan. 28, 7:30-11 p.m. at the Howard County Historical Soci-
ety Museum, 8328 Court Street, Ellicott City. The Howard Coun-
ty Historical Society presents a concert featuring The Black Jacks 
and 3 Dollar Suit bands. Proceeds benefit The Ellicott City Part-
nership and the Ellicott City flood victims. In addition to music, 
there will be a silent auction and cash bar, also benefiting the 
cause. Doors open at 7 p.m. Tickets are $15 (in advance or at the 
door, if not sold out). Concertgoers are asked to bring an appetizer 
or dessert to share. For more information, call 410-480-3250 or 
email info@hchsmd.org.

Rehab. Renew. Replace. Universal  
Design: Strategies for Aging in Place

Sat., Jan. 7, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at The Other Barn, 5851 Rob-
ert Oliver Place, Columbia. As Columbia nears its 50th birthday, 
what are the ways we can honor and build our city’s past by keep-
ing our communities attractive, livable and responsive to how 
families live today? How can we live comfortably and productive-
ly in our existing homes through our seventies and beyond? Both 
new and long-time homeowners will be inspired by this 3-hour 
workshop on possibilities for redesigning our homes and commu-
nities for aging in place. Sponsored by the Oakland Mills Commu-
nity Association, Columbia’s 50th Birthday Celebration, and the 
OWL–Long & Foster’s Opinions in Wise Living. Free and open to 
the public. RSVP to manager@oaklandmills.org or call Sandy Ce-
darbaum, Oakland Mills Village Manager at 410-730-4610. Rain/
Snow Date – January 21.

KidSpace Adventure Days
Mon., Jan. 16 and Fri., Jan. 27, 7 a.m.-6 p.m. at Columbia Gym, 
6151 Day Long Lane, Clarksville. When Howard County Schools 
are out, join in a fun-filled day of games, arts and crafts, swim-
ming, and much more! A delicious pizza lunch, morning and af-
ternoon snacks are all included. For grades K-6. $50 per child (full 
day), $25 per child (half-day). Register at 410-531-8984, in person 
at the Columbia Gym KidSpace, or online at www.ColumbiaAsso-
ciation.org.

Winter Aloha Luau
Fri., Jan. 27, 7-9 p.m. at Columbia Gym, 6151 Day Long Lane, 
Clarksville. Come dressed in your favorite Hawaiian shirt or Hula 
skirt for a night of fun making leis, limbo dancing, hula hooping, 
games and more! End the evening with a pineapple ice cream sun-
dae. Pre-registration required, parents drop off children for the 
event. Ages 4-13. Prices vary based on level of membership. Reg-
ister over the phone at 410-531-8984 or in person at the Colum-
bia Gym KidSpace.

Daddy-Daughter Sweetheart Dance
Sat., Jan. 21, 4-9 p.m. at Roger Carter Community Center, 3000 
Milltowne Drive, Ellicott City. Escort your princess to a memora-
ble evening of dancing and fun. Enjoy dancing with a live DJ, light 
refreshments, crafts, souvenir photo, and ice cream sundae bar. 
Inclement weather date is January 28. Tickets are $45 for 1 child 
and 1 adult; $25 for additional daughter. Contact Danielle Bas-
sett, 410-313-4634 or dbassett@howardcountymd.gov for more 
information.

Arts Camp Summer Sampler
Mon., Jan. 16, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. at Slayton House, 10400 Cross Fox 
Lane, Columbia. The Slayton House Theatre Camp of the Arts of-
fers a sneak peak of the camp day, early registration deals and an-
nouncement of the big show. For more information or to RSVP (by 
January 9 deadline) send an email to camp@wildelake.org. There 
is no snow date for this event.

“Like” River 
Hill Community 
Association on 

Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/

RiverHillCommunityAssociation
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CLASSIFIEDS

Babysitters
NAME ADDRESS   PHONE NO.
Alyza Berson Swift Current Way 443-812-5742

Mycah Berson Swift Current Way  443-812-5791

Jennifer Bleakney Waving Tree Court 410-531-5391

Paige Cohen   240-470-6158 

Giuliana Del Buono Distant Thunder Trail 410-707-3430 (c)

Kyla Clark Great Star Drive 301-332-0370

Molly Farrell Tall Timber Drive 443-995-7330

Murphy Freal ** Fleets of Time Court 410-935-7145

Abii Gannon White Marble Court 240-383-6527

Natalie Greenlee Indian Summer Drive 240-620-6053

Kelly Long Tall Timber Drive 410-531-3357 

Laura Mason  Shining Stars Lane 410-733-7566

Miranda Mazzella*  White Pebble Path  410-531-7899

Marissa Mazzella** White Pebble Path 410-531-7899 

Alison Orlosky** Autumn Wind Circle 410-531-3934 

Jacob Recht Evening Company Cir. 410-531-5236 (h) 
   410-302-9258 (c)

Hannah Rosen South Wind Circle 410-531-5275

Karenna Sarney Quiet Night Ride 410-531-2492(h) 
(Karenna.sarney@gmail.com) 410-294-4856 (c)

Allison Siil ** Western Star Run 410-531-5624

Caroline Siil ** Western Star Run 410-531-5624

Liana Toy Grateful Heart Gate 443-718-8720

Sarah Winchell River Run 410-531-0135 (h) 
   443-745-7571 (c)

* CPR/First Aid Trained ** CPR/First Aid Certified

Mt. Zion Preschool Registration  
& Open House

Mt. Zion Christian Preschool in Highland offers morning classes 
for children 2-5 years old, including Pre-K. Registration for 2017-
2018 starting soon. Open House on January 4 at 6:30 p.m. Please 
call 301-854-2387 for more information. www.mtzionhighland.
com/preschool.

Tutor
Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder, High Func-
tioning Autism, Advocate; all ages (K-12); specializing in organi-
zational skills, study skills, time management, reading/writing 
process, reading skills, all with application to content material at 
any level. SAT/ACT reading and English areas. Background: Spe-
cial Education Coordinator for school based programs. Howard 
County resident. 301-922-6827 or email InsightsEd@gmail.com.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting  
“Our Passion is Your Pets”

Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, mid-
day, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact: 
www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture. Art, Silver, 
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+ yr ex-
perience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic 
Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Snow Shovelers
NAME ADDRESS   PHONE NO.
Alex Chase Towering Oak Path 301-537-2747

Jay Desmarais Radiant Gleam Way 443-745-4624

Woodie Lynott Early Lilacs Path 443-535-8956

Cedar Kennedy Countless Stars Run 443-805-7581

Trevor Younkins Trailing Moss Gate 410-531-8538

Robby Windsor Floating Clouds Path 410-935-2874

The Association is updating its snow 
shovelers and snow blower list. 
This list is provided to residents 
inquiring about assistance with snow 
removal. If you are interested in being 
included, call 410-531-1749 or email 
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org with 
your contact information.
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Look Who Came!
This year Santa traded his sleigh for a Jeep in order to 
stay dry during the freezing rain and ice that fell during 
the early morning hours before the Breakfast with Santa 
event. Everyone who had tickets braved the cold, wet 
weather so they could come to Claret Hall and decorate 
cookies, play games, make crafts, and most importantly 
sit on Santa’s lap!
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