Claret Hall will be closed
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
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Local Development an Association Priority in 2016

T

he Association’s Board of Directors has appointed the following residents to one-year terms on the Development Advisory Committee (RHDAC): Julie Wilson, Tony Miceli, Jack
Sacchetti, and Cleveland Wilson. They join Board Members Will
McCullough, Committee Chairperson, and Dave Clark. The Committee will be responsible for making development-related recommendations to the Board and will continue the Association’s focus
on promoting development that enhances community relationships, improves traffic conditions and public safety, provides for
pedestrian and bike accessibility, and incorporates environmentally sustainable features. As needed, the RHDAC will form work
groups of interested residents to focus on specific projects.
The status of several local development projects, as of the end
of 2015, is given below:
Clarksville Pike Streetscape Plan and Design Guidelines:
On December 7, 2015 the Howard County Council tabled decisions on Council Resolution 169-2015 and Council Bill 51-2015.
These proposed legislative changes would adopt the plan and
guidelines and require that the County’s Design Advisory Panel
provide design advice on any new development and redevelopment projects within the plan’s boundaries. The Council may reconsider these pieces of legislation as early as January 4. If they
decide to extend the life of the bill, they may not make a decision
until February 1 or March 7. It is unknown at the time of publication whether the Council will discuss these changes during a
work session.
Antwerpen Office and Retail Project at the MD 108/Ten
Oaks Road intersection: The County’s Hearing Examiner has

Thanks!
By advertising in The Villager, these companies support
programs and events here in River Hill.

Drs. Byron & David Bonebreak
Collen Brothers Services
Columbia Family Eye Care
Handyman from Heaven
Hilltop Child Care Center
Kimco Realty
Kumon
LeReve Real Estate
Shun Lu Re/Max 100

Molly Maid
Mr. Handyman
Northrop Team Real Estate
PCF Management
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
Princeton Review
Eileen Robbins/Long & Foster
Sapphire Salon
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.

Santa delighted his fans at Claret Hall. See more photos on page 19.
approved the developer’s request for setback waivers. The site development plan (SDP-16-021) is under review at the County. The
project includes a Chick-Fil-A restaurant, a Mr. Tire, and a drug
store.
7410 Grace Drive Office and Retail Project: The County has
approved the site development plan (SDP15-078) for the office
building and parking lot. A waiver petition (WP-16-046) permitting
the removal of large trees from the property was also approved.
The Association is continuing to pursue covenants to restrict uses
on the property and has been awaiting feedback from the developers regarding clarification of the winery and restaurant concept.
Simpson Oaks Residential Development: The County has
notified the developer that due to emergency access and safety
concerns the sketch plan (S-15-007) needs to be revised to provide
two entrances to the community from Grace Drive. Changes to the
stormwater management plan are also required. The deadline for
submittal of a revised plan was December 28, though it can be
extended. The developer is investigating whether a design can be
crafted that retains a single entrance and still meet the County’s

Continued on Page 7

2 • The River Hill Villager • January 2016

River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday
9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m.–Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

Board Highlights . . .
December 7, 2015
• Met with Corporal James Zammillo, Howard County Police Department, who gave an overview of the new Pathway Patrol Program.
• Approved the Association’s FY16 2nd quarter financial reports
and variance analysis.
• Approved a free use request for Boy Scout Troop 618.
• Appointed Julie Wilson, Tony Miceli, Jack Sacchetti, and Cleveland Wilson to the Development Committee.
• Finalized feedback to Kimco Realty regarding the proposed Village Center Sign Design Criteria.
• Executive Session: Personnel matters.
• Minutes Approved: November 2, 2015 (as amended).

Upcoming Meeting
• February 1 — The Board will meet with representatives from
Kimco Realty regarding signage at the Village Center.

Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org
Covenant Advisor:
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org
Facility Coordinator:
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org
Communications & Events Coordinator:
Jennifer Lynott, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Administrative Assistant:
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

Board Meeting Schedule
All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River Hill Village
Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior to
the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident SpeakOut during each board meeting. If you have written material you
would like the Board to review, please drop it by the village office
by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved minutes are
available for review at the village office. For additional information, please contact the village office.

RIVER HILL BOARD
Dave Clark................................................................ daveclark@comcast.net
Michael Cornell, Chair............................................................. 301-742-2761
Will McCullough.......................................................................410-292-2985
Mavourene Robinson........................................ succexecutives@gmail.com
Esti Schabelman, Vice Chair .............................estischabelman@gmail.com
Richard Thomas ..................................................richthomas.rh@verizon.net
Liyan Zhang ............................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Jennifer Zhang (Student Committee)

NEXT BOARD MEETINGS:
January 11 and February 1 at 7 p.m. Please
visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board
Meeting Agendas & Minutes.

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Chao Wu, superbwu@gmail.com

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Jennifer Lynott:
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Production: www.realfreshcreative.com
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Council Corner: A Diverse Community
During CA’s Board of Director’s meeting on Dec. 10, I was
elected to be the chairperson of the Planning and Strategy Committee. The committee will hold another public budget forum
on Thursday, Jan. 21, 2016, beginning at 7:30 p.m. at Slayton
House, 10400 Cross Fox Lane in the Wilde Lake Village Center.
The public is welcome; we are always looking for your input.
On December 17 I attended and spoke at the Howard County Board of Education meeting to promote the inclusion of the
Lunar New Year into the public school calendar. I heard speeches from people having different ethnic and religious backgrounds
and each one promoted calendar schedules that are more inclusive. Two words - “Rouse Vision” especially caught my attention.
Columbia was founded on a vision of inclusion.
Here is a quote from the Columbia Association’s website that
provides some background:
“Columbia is a well-known example of the New Town Movement in the United States. It shares similarities with Reston, VA,
Woodlands, TX, Irvine, CA and others. But it stands out in its innovative approach to planning that included a 6-month period of
inter-disciplinary meetings bringing together experts in fields as
diverse as education, recreation, sociology, transportation, and
religion as well as architects and engineers. Columbia is also
unique for its purposeful goal to be an integrated community at
a time before the Fair Housing Act of 1968 made it illegal to discriminate in housing based on race, color, national origin or religion.”
This is the vision James Rouse, Columbia’s developer, had
more than 50 years ago. Today, with everyone’s effort, we have a
more diverse community than ever. This diversity of race, color,
national origin and religion, is still unfolding in front of us. To
honor our diverse community’s requests reasonably is a big, important and difficult task for policy makers.
It is important for us to learn from other communities. Sometimes, it is easy to see the differences rather than the common-
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alities. However, with civility in mind, our diverse community can
seek common ground, promote harmony, and find peace together.
I want to say Happy and Prosperous New Year to all of you.
Chao Wu, Ph.D.
River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
Email: superbwu@gmail.com
Tel: 240-481-9637
website: http://chaowu2016.com
Disclaimer: This letter only represents Dr. Chao Wu’s personal opinion. It does not represent River Hill Board of Directors nor Columbia
Association’s Board.

Looking for a Short-Term
Volunteer Opportunity?
Village Elections are coming on Saturday, April 30. We are in
need of a few volunteers to serve on the Association’s Election
Committee. This year there will be four open positions on the Association’s Board of Directors. Election Committee members work
closely with staff and the Board to ensure that the Association’s
by-laws and election procedures are followed, organize the Candidate Forum during years when there is a contested election, and
count the ballots on Election Day. Serving on this Committee is a
February - April commitment and a perfect volunteer opportunity
for residents who value the democratic process and the River Hill
community. Any member of the Association who is eligible to vote
in the next election may serve on the committee.
To volunteer for the Election Committee or for more information on running for the Association’s Board of Directors, contact
the Village Manager, Susan Smith, at manager@villageofriverhill.
org or 410-531-1749.

Columbia Association Honored
in “Best of Howard County
2015” Readers’ Choice Awards
Columbia Association (CA) is grateful to be honored once again
in Howard Magazine’s annual awards, in which readers vote on
the best that Howard County has to offer in 74 different categories.
CA received four first-place awards:
Best Golf Course: Hobbit’s Glen Golf Club
Best Gym: Columbia Gym
Best Pool for Kids: Swansfield Pool and Mini-WaterPark
Best Workout Class: BodyPump at Columbia Association
CA also received a total of seven honorable mentions in six other
categories:
First Date: Columbia Lakefront
Gym: Supreme Sports Club
Kids’ Activity: Columbia SportsPark
Kids’ Activity: SplashDown
Personal Trainer: Bonnie Pace (Columbia Gym)
Place to Enjoy the Arts: Columbia Art Center
Pool for Kids: River Hill Pool
“I’m thankful that Howard Magazine and its readers recognize
the role Columbia Association serves through our wide range of
programs and services,” said CA President/CEO Milton W. Matthews. “These awards demonstrate the commitment CA team

members have to fulfilling our mission, and we will continue to
pursue our vision of making Columbia a community of choice —
today and for generations to come.”

Columbia Association Holding
Public Budget Forum
Columbia Association’s Board of Directors will hold a public
budget forum on Thursday, Jan. 21, 2016, beginning at 7:30 p.m.
at Slayton House, 10400 Cross Fox Lane in the Wilde Lake Village Center. The forum will be hosted by the Board’s Planning and
Strategy Committee.
CA’s budget process provides ample opportunities for community input. This forum is for the draft budgets for the next two-year
budget cycle, which includes fiscal years 2017 and 2018. All community stakeholders are encouraged to attend — including residents, representatives of village community associations, advisory
committee members and others.
Speakers are encouraged to provide written versions of their remarks. There will be time limits for each speaker. Testimony also
can be provided via email at Board.Members@ColumbiaAssociation.org or by snail mail to Columbia Association Accounting Department, 6310 Hillside Court, Suite 100, Columbia, Maryland,
21046.
Additional budget work sessions are scheduled through the
end of February 2016 and are expected to begin at 7:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted. The full CA budget schedule can be found at
http://bit.ly/cabudgethearings1718.
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River Hill Residents Serve
as Founding Members of
Champions Against Cancer
Foundation
In March of 2014, John Champion, a member of the Greater
River Hill community, lost a lengthy battle with cancer. John and
his family were a vital and active part of the Clarksville/Highland
area for more than fifteen years. He was a wonderful father, husband, son, trusted colleague at the Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Lab, and a friend to so many more.
John’s battle with cancer was long and difficult. As challenging
as the battle was for him, as well as for all others who continue to
fight the disease, cancer often has a devastating effect on family
members. In many situations, the lives of the patient’s spouse and
children are put on hold as all resources and energies are focused,
appropriately so, on beating cancer. In the early part of 2015, with
John as their inspiration, River Hill residents Doug Silverstein and
Tim Finkelston, along with John’s family, established the Champions Against Cancer charitable foundation to benefit children in
Howard County. The mission of Champions Against Cancer is to
help children whose parents have been or are afflicted with cancer.
The organization’s goal is to help these children maintain a sense
of normalcy by being able to continue their daily routine through
the chaos that accompanies a parent’s fight against cancer.
The organization is comprised of family members, neighbors,
and friends from Howard County. Champions Against Cancer provides tangible support, including financial resources, for various

Pictured: John Champion with his wife, Amy, and their children, Luke
and Ellis.
purposes including college scholarships, school activities, athletics, tutoring, and trips to see family. They also provide more logistical support including arranging carpools and meals for entire
families.
In its first year, Champions Against Cancer raised over
$50,000 toward its mission, and it hopes to exceed that number
in 2016. The organization holds two annual fundraising events,
including a gala in May and a golf tournament in September. More
information regarding both events is available on the foundation’s
website, www.champsagainstcancer.org, or by contacting them at
championsagainstcancer@gmail.com.

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com
Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

Nouvel Nail Spa
443-535-8866

Subway
410-531-7982

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Everett Jewelers
410-531-7990

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

Tower Federal Credit Union
301-497-7000

Giant Food
410-531-7831

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

River Hill Sports
Grille
410-531-7900

The UPS Store
410-531-9861

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052

6 • The River Hill Villager • January 2016

Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860

Development, from Pg. 1
safety requirements. Pending submittal of a modified sketch plan,
the County has put on hold a decision on the waiver petition requesting removal of specimen trees (WP-16-038).
Look for the Development Advisory Committee to get up and
running in early 2016. They will have plenty to focus on in the
new year.

River Hill Village Center Signs
Kimco Realty, the owner of the River Hill Village Center, has
proposed design criteria for merchant signage, the addition of two
internally illuminated identification signs at the Great Star Drive
entrances, and directory signage in the courtyard area. The Association’s Board of Directors has provided Kimco with feedback, requested that the locations of the entrance identification signage be
staked to be better able to assess their impact, and asked that the
installation of a single identification sign along MD 108 be explored
as an alternative to the two signs. Representatives from Kimco will
provide an update during the regularly scheduled Board meeting
on February 1, 2016.

Watershed Tip of the Month

Let’s Put Our Waterways on a
Low-Sodium Diet
As soon as we start slip-sliding away on sidewalks and driveways, many of us reach for the bag of salt. Throughout the winter,

stacks of rock-salt bags lie in wait in grocery stores and garden
centers. But let’s avoid that temptation this year. Let’s use a deicer that is less harmful to our waterways and friendlier to our
pets.
The salt we spread on pavement finds its way into our freshwater streams, ponds and rivers, where it threatens fish, turtles,
plants and other aquatic life along with our drinking-water reservoirs and soil. When snow and ice melt, the salt gets into our
waterways by running off roads, flowing into storm drains, and
infiltrating groundwater. In a 2013 study for the Maryland Department of Natural Resources, researchers found that “road
salt is contributing to long-term salinization of streams of the
northeastern U.S. (including Maryland).” Amphibians, such as
salamanders, and freshwater mussels were the most sensitive
stream-dwelling animals. Also harmed were fish and benthic
macroinvertebrates, the little creatures with no backbones that
live on stones, logs, sediment and plants in our waterways. “If
road salt continues to be applied to Maryland roadways at its current rate, salt concentrations in freshwater streams and drinking
water reservoirs will continue to increase,” the report said.
Road salt is also hazardous for dogs and wildlife. Dogs can ingest the salt by licking their paws or drinking snowmelt. Salt on
their paws can cause cracked, inflamed, infected pads. Birds mistake the salt for seed. Salt damages vegetation, which threatens
nesting areas, habitat and food. Animals that drink water with
high levels of salt can become dehydrated, weak and confused. In
addition, salt causes a host of cascading problems for soil, including inhibiting good bacteria and reducing fertility.
To save our necks while protecting our waterways, drinkingwater reservoirs, plants, pets and more, we should turn to alternatives.

January 2016 • The River Hill Villager • 7

Read labels. Avoid de-icers that list sodium chloride as the
first ingredient. Regardless of the fancy name, that’s just salt,
which is bad for our waterways but also damages brick, stone,
metal and concrete —particularly newly poured concrete — and
won’t work below 18 degrees Fahrenheit.
• A safer de-icer for plants and waterways is magnesium chloride. The University of Maryland Extension says it is “moderately” harmful to plants, but less so than other de-icers. (No
de-icer is safe for new concrete.) It will work at temperatures as
low as minus 13 degrees.
• Never use fertilizer to melt ice. In fact, Maryland law forbids the
use of fertilizer for any purpose from Nov. 16 through March 1.
To reduce the amount of de-icer, follow these guidelines from
the Maryland Department of the Environment:
• Clear walkways and driveways before ice forms
• Apply some de-icer just before a forecasted storm. If the storm
is a no-show, sweep up the de-icer and use it for a future storm.
• Apply as little as possible — and only in critical areas. (Mix with
sand to use even less.)
• Store de-icer in a dry, covered area to avoid runoff.

Gardener’s presentation on fescue lawn care. Claret Hall.
• Saturday, April 16, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.: Visit our table at Greenfest,
Howard Community College.
• Sunday, April 24: Help us pull invasive plants and replant with
natives. Stay tuned for location and time.
• Please LIKE us on Facebook.

Question of the Month
Unscramble these letters to get three watershed-related words.
Then arrange the three boxed letters to get a word to remember
this winter. The first five people to post the answers to our Facebook page or email the solutions to newsletter@villageofriverhill.
org will win a plant.

E T O G R D N W R A U
☐ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

Watershed Moments

R T O M S
__ __ __ __ ☐

• Wednesday, Feb. 3, 7 p.m.: Learn how to replace some of your
lawn with a beautiful rain garden. Claret Hall.
• Wednesday, March 16, 7 p.m.: Plan your garden around our
presentation of Plants to Use Vs. Plants to Lose and a Master

O A S D T R W N E M
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ ☐ __
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Unscramble the
boxed letters to
find the shortened
name of the safest
ingredient for deicers:
☐☐☐

Columbia Solar Cooperative
Information Session
at Claret Hall
Columbia residents can now join
a local Cooperative to go solar as a
group and get a discount!
By going solar
as a group, participants will save approximately 25% off
the cost of a solar
system. The co-op is
being organized by
Civic Works’ Retrofit
Baltimore program.
Columbia Association is partnering
with Civic Works to
promote this innovative program in
the Columbia community.
Based on the
same principal as
buying in bulk, the co-op will go through the process of purchasing solar systems together with the guidance of an Energy Advocate. The group will work with a preferred contractor to install
systems on all qualifying homes, but each participant owns their
own system and will sign their own contract with the chosen installer.
An information session will be held on Thursday, February 4
from 7-8 p.m. at Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle, Clarksville,
21029. Interested residents can sign up at www.retrofitbaltimore.
org/columbia and a Retrofit Baltimore Energy Advocate will get
in touch with you soon with more information about going solar.

Snow Shovelers
List
River Hill Community Association
keeps a list of people in the neighborhood who will shovel snow. It has just
been updated and these people can be
called when the white stuff begins to
fall.

Alex Chase. . . . . . . . Towering Oak Path . . . . . . . . . .
Matthew Bleakney. . . .  Waving Tree Ct. . . . . . . . . . 
Woodie Lynott. . . . . . . . Early Lilacs Path . . . . . . . . . .
Noah Safeer. . . . . . . Trotter Ridge Court . . . . . . . . . .

301-537-2747
410-531-5391
443-535-8956
443-668-2892

						
If you would like to be added to our list, call 410-531-1749
or email riverhill@villageofriverhill.org.
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School News
Winter Classes in River Hill:
Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
Th
ongoing
10 – 10:45 a.m. Ages 0 – 5
Now registering for fall classes. For information call 301-7580304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th
ongoing
7:30 – 8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Zumba (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th
ongoing
9:30 – 10:30 a.m. and 6 – 7 p.m.
Visit www.maria72.zumba.com or email msmarialk@gmail.
com to register.

Road to Kindergarten
HCPSS will host upcoming workshops for parents of incoming kindergarten students. The Road to Kindergarten will help
prepare parents for entering their child into the school system
and getting them ready for kindergarten. Attendees will learn expectations for school readiness; details about the kindergarten
program; information on registration; and ways families and children can be supported during the transition. Parents can choose
to attend any one of the following sessions from 6:30-7:30 p.m.
• Tuesday, January 12 – Oakland Mills High School, 9410 Kilimanjaro Road, Columbia
• Thursday, January 21 – Atholton High School, 6520 Freetown
Road, Columbia
• Tuesday, January 26 – Hammond High School, 8800 Guilford
Road, Columbia
• Monday, February 1 – Howard High School, 8700 Old Annapolis Road, Ellicott City
There is no registration required. Sessions will begin promptly at 6:30 p.m. Childcare will be provided at no cost for children
ages 2 and older. Please allow at least 15 minutes extra for childcare sign in. Incoming kindergarten students must be five years
old by September 1, 2016.

All-County Improv Show
The public is invited to attend a night of improv comedy
on Friday, January 8 at 7 p.m. at Howard Community College
Horowitz Center, Smith Theater. The 24-member troupe is comprised of two students from each HCPSS high school. There is a
$5 suggested donation. For questions or more details, call 410313-6885 or go online to www.hcpss.org.
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River Hill High School Senior
Mitchell Evans Joins U.S.
Army All-American Marching
Band
River Hill High School student Mitchell Evans has been selected to join 125 student musicians from around the country to
perform with the U.S. Army All-American Marching Band. Evans,
a senior, has been playing the tuba since he was in fourth grade.
For the performance, he will play a sousaphone—a type of tuba
widely used in marching bands.
Evans was welcomed by members of the U.S. Army All-American Marching Band during a special recognition event held on
Friday, November 20 at the school. HCPSS Superintendent Renee
Foose and other special guests were in attendance for the recognition, at which the Army presented Evans with a special band
jacket.
Evans is one of just three musicians representing the state
of Maryland to take part in an exclusive performance at the U.S.
Army All-American Bowl on January 9. The premier high school
game will be held in San Antonio and will be nationally televised
on NBC. Prior to the game, Evans will spend one week in San
Antonio and will receive instruction from top instructors from
around the country.

School News
PARCC Home Reports and
January Information Sessions

Annual Women in Engineering
Conference

Students who participated in the PARCC assessments for
grades 3–8 in the 2014–2015 school year received a Math and
English Language Arts home report in December with their interim progress reports.
HCPSS will offer four PARCC informational sessions to help
parents interpret and understand their child’s PARCC results and
explore ways to support their child at home.
• Tuesday, January 5, 7–8 p.m., Atholton Elementary School cafeteria
• Wednesday, January 6, 7–8 p.m., Stevens Forest Elementary
School cafeteria
• Monday, January 11, 7–8 p.m., Clarksville Middle School cafeteria
• Tuesday, January 12, 7–8 p.m., Oakland Mills Middle School
cafeteria
Please visit http://understandthescore.org for a detailed
breakdown of the information on the home report. Additional details about the PARCC assessments can be found at www.hcpss.
org/academics/testing/parcc.

Registration is now open for students, adults, and volunteers
for the 8th Annual Women in Engineering (WIE) DREAM Conference, which will be held on Saturday, February 27 from 9 a.m
to 2:30 p.m. at the Adele H. Stamp Student Union, University of
Maryland, College Park. Through interactive workshops, discussions and demonstrations, participants will be immersed in an
exciting learning environment with the goal of igniting interest in
engineering.
The first 500 students who register and attend will receive a
complimentary conference bag, and the high school that is most
highly represented will be honored with a plaque of outstanding
participation. The conference is open to all high school students
(grade 9 or higher- no exceptions), particularly girls. This free conference includes lunch for all participants. Students that attend
the event and subsequently the Clark School at the University of
Maryland will be eligible to apply for DREAM scholarships valued
at up to $2,500.
For more information and to register, visit www.wie.umd.edu/
k12/dream-conference.

Babysitter List
NAME

ADDRESS		 PHONE NO.

Alyssa Berman

Towering Oak Path

410-531-0874

Jennifer Bleakney

Waving Tree Court

410-531-5391

Grace Briggs
Empty Song Road
(CPR/Red Cross Lifeguard)

410-531-0382 (h)
443-472-0080 (c)

Guiliana Del Buono Distant Thunder Trail

410-707-3430 (c)

Kyla Clark

Great Star Drive

301-332-0370

Molly Farrell

Tall Timber Drive

443-995-7330

Abii Gannon

White Marble Court

240-383-6527

Natalie Greenlee

Indian Summer Drive

240-620-6053

Catalina Lennon
Autumn Wind Circle
(CPR/First Aid)		

443-535-9719 (h)
443-996-0762 (c)

Alison Orlosky
(CPR/First Aid)

410-531-3934

Autumn Wind Circle

Kalala Pines		
(CPR/First Aid)

410-531-9072

Hannah Rosen

410-531-5275

South Wind Circle

Karenna Sarney
Quiet Night Ride
(Karenna.sarney@gmail.com)

410-531-2492(h)
410-294-4856 (c)

Allison Siil
(CPR/First Aid)

Western Star Run

410-531-5624

Caroline Siil
(CPR/First Aid)

Western Star Run

410-531-5624

Liana Toy

Grateful Heart Gate

443-718-8720

Sarah Winchell
River Run
			

410-531-0135 (h)
443-745-7571 (c)
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Architectural News
RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION

Exterior Alteration Applications

Submit Application By

For Meeting On

January 4, 2016

January 20, 2016

Upcoming Meeting: January 6, 2016

January 15, 2016

February 3, 2016

No Exterior Alteration Applications submitted

Jaunary 29, 2016

February 17, 2016

February 12, 2016

March 2, 2016

February 26, 2016

March 16, 2016

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

Fridays by 12 Noon

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m.
Applications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign-in.
Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental documentation, application amendments, or additional information
that the RAC has requested.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agendas are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agendas are published in The Villager when the publication schedule
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision.
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

Claret Hall is Looking
for a Few New Classes!
Are you an instructor looking for a space?

Claret Hall now has rooms available during
daytime and evening hours.

Special Discounted Instructor
Rates Available!
Call us today for additional
information or availability.

410-531-1749 or email
facilities@villageofriverhill.org
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AC Decisions
December 16, 2015
Pending
12129 Shining Stars Lane
6038 Red Clover Lane
		
6400 Morning Time Lane
6504 Early Lily Row

Tree Removals
BBQ Grill, Hot Tub, Patio,
Retaining Walls, Step(s)
Driveway Expansion, Walkway
Portico: Rear

Fast Track Applications
Approved
6008 Red Clover Lane Painting, Staining & Residing

Appeal Hearing(s)
None

Architectural News
Steps to Avoid a Burst Pipe

Start the New Year as a
RAC Member
Columbia was planned in the early 60’s, with the belief that
a city need not grow in the “unplanned, disorderly, irresponsible manner” of sprawl and clutter that was occurring in post war
America as its cities were expanding outwards. In Columbia’s
planning, careful design consideration was given to the creation
of an environment that would be people-centered and encourage
connections with nature. These goals are reflected in Columbia’s
physical structure as well as in each village’s governing documents.
The Covenants were put in place to maintain a high quality community and to ensure that structural changes or uses on
residential properties would be compatible with those in the surrounding area. In River Hill we rely on residents to volunteer and
work collaboratively to meet these objectives by serving on the
Architectural and Resident Architectural Committees. Currently
there are open positions on the Resident Architectural Committee
(RAC) that we need to fill. To be part of the RAC you do not have
to have any special talent. Volunteers just need to have a desire to
help our community and to ensure that each alteration enhances
the natural and man-made environment of the Village. Make serving the River Hill community part of your new year’s resolutions
and contact the Covenant Advisor at 410-531-1759 or covenants@
villageofriverhill.org to volunteer now!

• Regulate your home’s temperature. One of the easiest ways to
prevent pipes from freezing is to ensure your heat is operating at
a practical temperature. When temperatures drop, ensure your
thermostat is set to at least 55 degrees. Consider purchasing a
programmable thermostat, which can help with regulating the
temperature and lowering your energy costs.
• Open cabinets under sinks. Your kitchen cabinets and bathroom vanity cabinets may not get a lot of heat. Keep the cabinets
beneath sinks open to allow warm air to reach the pipes.
• Let faucets drip. If you know certain pipes are exposed, turn on
the faucets connected to them and run lukewarm water. Even if
the faucets are only dripping, the flow of water can keep pipes
from freezing.
• Close windows near pipes. Although there are few reasons to
open a window during winter, if you need to do so, don’t open
one near pipes. If you have a window in your bathroom, for instance, don’t open it. Also, consider sealing your windows with
caulk and shrink wrap to keep cold drafts out of your home.
• Insulate unheated areas. For areas of your home that aren’t
heated, install insulation to protect your pipes. Additionally,
order a property inspection if you need help determining whether insulation in other parts of your house needs to be replaced.
This is another tip that can help with energy savings in addition
to preventing burst pipes.

Your real estate expert in River Hill & Howard County
Shun Lu, Ph.D, Re/Max 100
410-440-7738 (C) 410-730-6100 (O)
Email:
Web:		
Office:
			

ShunLu@ReMax.net
ShunLuRealEstate.com
5575 Sterrett Place
Columbia, MD 21044

Top 1% Realtors Nationwide
A resident of Clarksville
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Architectural News
• Insulate the pipes. There are many products you can purchase
to insulate your plumbing. These choices include sleeves that go
over pipes and special tapes.
• Store hoses and drain bibs. Detach your hose from the bib and
store it for the winter. Next, drain the bib. Start by closing the
interior valve. Then, open the exterior valve to drain any remaining water. Don’t close the latter valve, as leaving it open gives
any water left in the bib room to expand.
• Locate your main water valves and a plumber. For particularly harsh winters, it can be difficult to prevent pipes from freezing and eventually bursting. In these cases, you’ll need to shut
off the water at the main valve. If a hot water pipe bursts, you’ll
need to close the valve on your hot water heater. Once the appropriate valves are closed, contact your plumber.
Source: http://wini.com/2014/10/21/how-to-prevent-frozenpipes-in-winter/#sthash.HKis9qbF.dpuf

“Like” River Hill
Community Association on
Facebook!
www.facebook.com/
RiverHillCommunity
Association

For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

B est Treatments Available
R easonable Fees
A fternoon & Evening Appointments
C onsultations are Free
E xcellent Results
S uper Smiles
The River Hill Village Center
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)
Offering the Best Treatments, including

Free Initial Consultation

410-381-1077
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AROUND TOWN
Brentano String Quartet Concert
Sat., Jan. 9, 8 p.m. at Smith Theater, Horowitz Center, Howard
Community College. Kick off the New Year with Candlelight Concert Society. Program consists of Haydn: String Quartet No. 39 in
F-sharp minor, Shostakovich: Quartet No. 14 in F-sharp Major,
and Dvorak: String Quartet No. 11 in C Major. Tickets are $35/
adult, $32/senior, $12/student. Ages 9-17 FREE with paying
adult. Call 410-997-2324 or visit www.candlelightconcerts.org for
more information.

Family Fun Around the World
Fri., Jan. 22, 6-8 p.m. at Supreme Sports Club. Come in from the
cold for a multicultural experience of food, activities and dance
from around the world. Register at Columbia Gym KidSpace. Fee
ranges from $10 - $14 per family depending on level of membership. For more information and registration for any KidSpace program, call 410-531-8984.

Family Fun Friday
Fri., Jan. 29, 5-6 p.m. at Columbia Gym, Columbia Athletic Club
and Supreme Sports Kid Space. Family Fun Friday is an Open
House for all ages. Stop by the KidSpace area at any of the 3 facilities and enjoy activities, arts and crafts, music, and games. Refreshments will be provided. Free. Call 410-531-8984 for details.
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AROUND TOWN
12th Annual Jazz at the Lake Concert
Sat., Jan. 23 at 7:30 p.m. at Wilde Lake High School/Jim Rouse
Theater. The award-winning Wilde Lake High School Jazz Ensemble will open the show and perform one piece with guest artists
Mike Rodriguez on trumpet, Manuel Valera on piano, Zach Brown
on bass and Eric Doob on drums. Tickets are $20 for adults and
$10 for students. (Golden Opportunities passes are not valid for
this special concert.) Purchase tickets at www.InstantSeats.com/
events/JimRouseTheatre or at the door. For more information
contact WildeLakeJazz@gmail.com or call 410-997-2070.

Preschool & Child Care Information Fair
Sun., Jan. 24 from 1-4 p.m. at Ten Oaks Ballroom, 5000 Signal
Bell Lane, Clarksville. This annual fair offers a “one stop shop” for
information on child care, pre-school and summer programs, as
well as an opportunity for personal contact with teachers and program directors. Representatives from community service organizations that offer programs and services to Howard County’s young
children will also be on hand to provide information. Call 410-3131940 or email children@howardcountymd.gov for further details.

Junie B. Jones Musical
Sun., Jan. 31 at 2 and 4 p.m. at Smith Theatre, Howard Community College. CandleKids and Theatreworks USA present Junie B’s
Essential Survival Guide to School. This all-new musical adventure is based on the popular book by Barbara Park. The 4 p.m.
performance is ASL interpreted. Visit www.candlelightconcerts.
org or call 410-997-2324 for tickets.

Shabbat Tots
Fri., ongoing through June 3 from 10-11:30 a.m. at Claret Hall. PJ
Library of Howard County presents Shabbat Tots. Celebrate Shabbat with a morning filled with singing, storytelling and crafts. For
registration and information contact Michelle Goldberg, 410-7304976 x118, mgoldberg@jewishhowardcounty.org.

January 2016 • The River Hill Villager • 17

CLASSIFIEDS
Grime Stoppers,
Personal Touch Cleaning
A top to bottom clean with every clean. Affordable rates. Weekly,
Bi-weekly, Monthly and One Time services. Dog walking, laundry
services with additional pricing. If interested call Deborah Abbott
(443) 591-1160.

AVON
Shop my Avon on-line store at www.youravon.com/clarksville.
Use code THANKYOU20 and receive 20% off your order of $50 or
more. For a brochure or to buy or sell Avon, contact Linda Peletski, Avon Independent Sales Representative, lpeletski@verizon.net,
cell 301-873-1247.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand
running, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and
special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771,
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Mt. Zion Christian Preschool
Mt. Zion Christian Preschool in Highland offers classes for children 2-5 years old, including Pre-K. Registration for 2016-2017
starting soon. Open House on January 5, 2016 at 6:30 p.m.
Please call 301-854-2387 for more information. www.mtzionhighland.com.

Coach and Tutor
Seeking individual to coach a 12 year old boy on reading, homework and developing good eating habits. Hours: 2-4 hours per
weekday evenings and weekends. Contact: sb@rheologist.com.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture. Art, Silver,
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+ yr experience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic
Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support including Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more.
Contact Beverly Johnston – 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.
com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting “Our
Passion is Your Pets”
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact:
www.PetSittinginMd.com: 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.
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How to Pay for College Without
Breaking the Bank
Learn techniques on obtaining scholarships and grants for public
and private colleges. Negotiate with financial offers, find outside
institutional money, create unique image, select financially correct school. $20 per parent/student partner. RSVP: The.chases@
comcast.net. Temple Isaiah, Fulton, MD. January 14, 7-9 p.m.

Tutor
Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder, High Functioning Autism, Advocate; all ages (K-12); specializing in organizational skills, study skills, time management, reading/writing
process, reading skills, all with application to content material at
any level. SAT/ACT reading and English areas. Background: Special Education Coordinator for school based programs. Howard
County resident. 301-922-6827 or email InsightsED@gmail.com.

Basketball Training/Development
Basketball Development/Training/Conditioning at a high level.
Get training privately or small group (middle, HS & college girls
& boys). Contact: Coach Chris Anderson 443-310-7764/email:
coachchrismd@verizon.net.

Holiday Spirit at Claret Hall
Children of all ages enjoyed the annual Breakfast with Santa. Cookie
decorating, crafts, and games entertained the younger generation, while
sounds of the season were played by a string quartet in the background.
Of course the highlight of everyone’s morning was getting to sit on
Santa’s lap and tell him everything on their list.
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